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Wed, September 3, 2025





Memorial of Saint Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church
 Mass Readings


Reflection
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Thurs, September 4, 2025






Thursday of the Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time     

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Fri, September 5, 2025





Friday of the Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time   

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sat, September 6, 2025





Saturday of the Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time   

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, September 7, 2025




Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, September 8, 2025




Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary



Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, September 9, 2025





Memorial of Saint Peter Claver, Priest

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Wed, September 10, 2025






Wednesday of the Twenty-third Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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11, 2025

Thursday of the Twenty-third Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings
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Friday of the Twenty-third Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sat, September  13, 2025





Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church



Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, September 14, 2025




Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Mass Readings


Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, September 15, 2025





Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows


Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, September 16, 2025




Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs   

Mass Readings



Reflection
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Wednesday of the Twenty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Thurs, September 18, 2025








Thursday of the Twenty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time



Mass Readings

Reflection
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Fri, September 19, 2025

Friday of the Twenty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time   

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sat, September 20, 2025






Memorial of Saint Andrew Kim Tae-gÅn, Priest, and Paul ChÅng Ha-sang, and Companions, Martyrs

 Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, September 21, 2025



Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings


Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, September 22, 2025




Monday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time     

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, September 23, 2025



Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Wed, September 24, 2025




Wednesday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Thurs, September 25, 2025



Thursday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Fri, September 26, 2025





Friday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Sat, September 27, 2025





Memorial of Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, September 28, 2025

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, September 29, 2025




Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Archangels

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, September 30, 2025





Memorial of Saint Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Mass Readings from the New American Bible are found at http://www.usccb.org/nab 
 Used in Mobile Gabriel with permission. 

New American Bible
 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
 3211 4th Street, N.E., Washington, DC 20017-1194 (202) 541-3000
 November 01, 1999 Copyright by United States Catholic Conference
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September 1, 2025

Monday of the Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,
 about those who have fallen asleep,
 so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.
 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose,
 so too will God, through Jesus,
 bring with him those who have fallen asleep.
 Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord,
 that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord,
 will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep.
 For the Lord himself, with a word of command,
 with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God,
 will come down from heaven,
 and the dead in Christ will rise first.
 Then we who are alive, who are left,
 will be caught up together with them in the clouds
 to meet the Lord in the air.
 Thus we shall always be with the Lord.
 Therefore, console one another with these words.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 11-12, 13

R. (13b) The Lord comes to judge the earth.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. The Lord comes to judge the earth.

For great is the LORD and highly to be praised;
 awesome is he, beyond all gods.
 For all the gods of the nations are things of nought,
 but the LORD made the heavens.

R. The Lord comes to judge the earth.

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;
 let the sea and what fills it resound;
 let the plains be joyful and all that is in them!
 Then shall all the trees of the forest exult.

R. The Lord comes to judge the earth.

Before the LORD, for he comes;
 for he comes to rule the earth.
 He shall rule the world with justice
 and the peoples with his constancy.

R. The Lord comes to judge the earth.

Alleluia

See Luke 4:18

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
 he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 4:16-30

Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had grown up,
 and went according to his custom
 into the synagogue on the sabbath day.
 He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah.
 He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
 because he has anointed me
 to bring glad tidings to the poor.
 He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives
 and recovery of sight to the blind,
 to let the oppressed go free,
 and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.

Rolling up the scroll,
 he handed it back to the attendant and sat down,
 and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at him.
 He said to them,
 "Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing."
 And all spoke highly of him
 and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.
 They also asked, "Is this not the son of Joseph?"
 He said to them, "Surely you will quote me this proverb,
 'Physician, cure yourself,' and say, 'Do here in your native place
 the things that we heard were done in Capernaum.'"
 And he said,
 "Amen, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own native place.
 Indeed, I tell you,
 there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah
 when the sky was closed for three and a half years
 and a severe famine spread over the entire land.
 It was to none of these that Elijah was sent,
 but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon.
 Again, there were many lepers in Israel
 during the time of Elisha the prophet;
 yet not one of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian."
 When the people in the synagogue heard this,
 they were all filled with fury.
 They rose up, drove him out of the town,
 and led him to the brow of the hill
 on which their town had been built, to hurl him down headlong.
 But he passed through the midst of them and went away.

Reflection
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Monday (September 1):  No Prophet Is Acceptable in His Own CountryMeditation: How would you react if Jesus spoke this message from the pulpit of your church? It was customary for Jesus to go weekly to the synagogue to worship and on occasion to read the Scriptures and comment on them to the people. His hometown folks listened with rapt attention on this occasion because they had heard about the miracles he had performed in other towns. What sign would he do in his hometown?

Jesus startled them with a seeming rebuke that no prophet or servant of God can receive honor among his own people. He then angered them when he complimented the Gentiles who seemed to have shown more faith in God than the "chosen ones" of Israel. They regarded Gentiles as "fuel for the fires of hell." Jesus' praise for "outsiders" caused them offense because they were blind-sighted to God's mercy and plan of redemption for all nations.

The word "gospel" literally means "good news". Isaiah had prophesied that the Messiah would come in the power of the Holy Spirit to bring freedom to those oppressed by sin and evil (see Isaiah 61:1-2). Jesus came to set people free from the worst tyranny possible - the tyranny of slavery to sin and the fear of death, and the destruction of both body and soul. God's power alone can save us from emptiness and poverty of spirit, from confusion and error, and from the fear of death and hopelessness. The Gospel of salvation is "good news" for us today. Do you know the joy and freedom of the Gospel?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are the fulfillment of all our hopes and desires. Your Holy Spirit brings us grace, truth, life, and freedom. Fill me with the joy of the Gospel and inflame my heart with love and zeal for you and for your will



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 2, 2025

Tuesday of the Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11

Concerning times and seasons, brothers and sisters,
 you have no need for anything to be written to you.
 For you yourselves know very well
 that the day of the Lord will come like a thief at night.
 When people are saying, "Peace and security,"
 then sudden disaster comes upon them,
 like labor pains upon a pregnant woman,
 and they will not escape.

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness,
 for that day to overtake you like a thief.
 For all of you are children of the light
 and children of the day.
 We are not of the night or of darkness.
 Therefore, let us not sleep as the rest do,
 but let us stay alert and sober.
 For God did not destine us for wrath,
 but to gain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep
 we may live together with him.
 Therefore, encourage one another and build one another up,
 as indeed you do.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14

R. (13) I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living.

The LORD is my light and my salvation;
 whom should I fear?
 The LORD is my life's refuge;
 of whom should I be afraid?

R. I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living.

One thing I ask of the LORD;
 this I seek:
 To dwell in the house of the LORD
 all the days of my life,
 That I may gaze on the loveliness of the LORD
 and contemplate his temple.

R. I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living.

I believe that I shall see the bounty of the LORD
 in the land of the living.
 Wait for the LORD with courage;
 be stouthearted, and wait for the LORD.

R. I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living.

Alleluia

Luke 7:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

A great prophet has arisen in our midst
 and God has visited his people.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 4:31-37

Jesus went down to Capernaum, a town of Galilee.
 He taught them on the sabbath,
 and they were astonished at his teaching
 because he spoke with authority.
 In the synagogue there was a man with the spirit of an unclean demon,
 and he cried out in a loud voice,
 "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
 Have you come to destroy us?
 I know who you are–the Holy One of God!"
 Jesus rebuked him and said, "Be quiet! Come out of him!"
 Then the demon threw the man down in front of them
 and came out of him without doing him any harm.
 They were all amazed and said to one another,
 "What is there about his word?
 For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits,
 and they come out."
 And news of him spread everywhere in the surrounding region.


Reflection
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Tuesday (September 2):  His Word Was with Authority and PowerMeditation: When you listen to the word of God in Scripture how do you respond to it? Do you hear it with indifference, selective submission, or with the full assent of faith and obedience? When Jesus taught he spoke with authority. He spoke the word of God as no one had spoken it before. When the Rabbis taught they supported their statements with quotes from other authorities. The prophets spoke with delegated authority - Thus says the Lord . When Jesus spoke he needed no authorities to back his statements. He was authority incarnate - the Word of God made flesh. When he spoke, God spoke. When he commanded even the demons obeyed.

God's Word is alive and active
Cyril of Alexandria (376-444 AD), in his commentary on this passage from the Gospel of Luke, tells us that Jesus had all power and authority to heal every sickness and expel every demonic power because he was the living and active Word of God the Father (John 1:14 and Hebrews 4:12): The bystanders, witnesses of such great deeds, were astonished at the power of his word. He performed his miracles, without offering up a prayer, asking no one else at all for the power to accomplish them. Since he is the living and active Word of God the Father, by whom all things exist, and in whom all things are, in his own person he crushed Satan and closed the profane mouth of impure demons. [Commentary on Luke, Homily 12].

God's Word has power to set us free
God's living and abiding Word is truth and life and it has power to set us free from every sin and oppression and bring us healing of body, mind, and spirit. If the demons, the fallen angels, were able to recognize the power and authority of Jesus, the Son of God, how much more should we recognize and believe in the power and authority of the Gospel - the good news of Jesus Christ, and entrust our lives to the Lord Jesus?

God's Word produces life and freedom for us
The Lord Jesus speaks his life-giving Word to us each and every day so that we may walk in the freedom of his love and truth. If we approach the Word of God with meekness and humility, and with an eagerness to do everything the Lord desires, we are in a much better position to learn what God wants to teach us through his word. Are you ready to follow the Lord Jesus and to conform your life according to his word?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you have the words of everlasting life. May I never doubt your saving love and mercy, and the power of your word to bring healing, restoration, and freedom from every sin and oppression.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 3, 2025

Memorial of Saint Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church

Reading 1

Colossians 1:1-8

Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
 and Timothy our brother,
 to the holy ones and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:
 grace to you and peace from God our Father.

We always give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 when we pray for you,
 for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus
 and the love that you have for all the holy ones
 because of the hope reserved for you in heaven.
 Of this you have already heard
 through the word of truth, the Gospel, that has come to you.
 Just as in the whole world it is bearing fruit and growing,
 so also among you,
 from the day you heard it and came to know the grace of God in truth,
 as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow slave,
 who is a trustworthy minister of Christ on your behalf
 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 52:10, 11

R. (10) I trust in the mercy of God for ever.

I, like a green olive tree
 in the house of God,
 Trust in the mercy of God
 forever and ever.

R. I trust in the mercy of God for ever.

I will thank you always for what you have done,
 and proclaim the goodness of your name
 before your faithful ones.

R. I trust in the mercy of God for ever.

Alleluia

Luke 4:18

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor
 and to proclaim liberty to captives.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 4:38-44

After Jesus left the synagogue, he entered the house of Simon.
 Simon's mother-in-law was afflicted with a severe fever,
 and they interceded with him about her.
 He stood over her, rebuked the fever, and it left her.
 She got up immediately and waited on them.

At sunset, all who had people sick with various diseases brought them to him.
 He laid his hands on each of them and cured them.
 And demons also came out from many, shouting, "You are the Son of God."
 But he rebuked them and did not allow them to speak
 because they knew that he was the Christ.

At daybreak, Jesus left and went to a deserted place.
 The crowds went looking for him, and when they came to him,
 they tried to prevent him from leaving them.
 But he said to them, "To the other towns also
 I must proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God,
 because for this purpose I have been sent."
 And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea.

Readings for the Memorial of Saint Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For a Pope, #719-724, or the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730.



Reading 1

2 Corinthians 4:1-2, 5-7

Brothers and sisters:
 Since we have this ministry through the mercy shown us,
 we are not discouraged.
 Rather, we have renounced shameful, hidden things;
 not acting deceitfully or falsifying the word of God,
 but by the open declaration of the truth
 we commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God.
 For we do not preach ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord,
 and ourselves as your slaves for the sake of Jesus.
 For God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness,"
 has shone in our hearts to bring to light
 the knowledge of the glory of God on the face of Jesus Christ.

But we hold this treasure in earthen vessels,
 that the surpassing power may be of God and not from us.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
 give to the LORD glory and praise;
 give to the LORD the glory due his name!

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Alleluia

Juan 15:15b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I call you my friends, says the Lord,
 for I have made known to you all that the Father has told me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 22:24-30

An argument broke out among the Apostles
 about which of them should be regarded as the greatest.
 Jesus said to them,
 "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them
 and those in authority over them are addressed as 'Benefactors';
 but among you it shall not be so.
 Rather, let the greatest among you be as the youngest,
 and the leader as the servant.
 For who is greater:
 the one seated at table or the one who serves?
 Is it not the one seated at table?
 I am among you as the one who serves.
 It is you who have stood by me in my trials;
 and I confer a kingdom on you,
 just as my Father has conferred one on me,
 that you may eat and drink at my table in my Kingdom;
 and you will sit on thrones
 judging the twelve tribes of Israel."


Reflection
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Wednesday (September 3):  He Laid His Hands on Every One and Healed ThemMeditation: Who do you take your troubles to? Jesus' disciples freely brought their troubles to him because they found him ready and able to deal with any difficulty, affliction, or sickness which they encountered. When Simon Peter brought Jesus to his home for the Sabbath meal (right after Jesus preached in the synagogue in Capernaum), his mother-in-law was instantly healed because Jesus heard Simon's prayer. Jesus could not avoid drawing a crowd wherever he went.

Jesus wants to set us free today
No one who asked Jesus for help was left disappointed. Jesus' numerous healings and exorcisms demonstrated the power and authority of his word, the "good news of the kingdom of God." When he rebuked the fever, it immediately left. When he rebuked the demons, they left as well. Why did the demons shudder at Jesus' presence? They recognized that he was the Christ , the Son of God and that he had power to destroy their kingdom by releasing those bound by it. Jesus came to set us free from bondage to sin and evil. Do you seek freedom in Christ and trust in his power to set you free?

When Jesus and the disciples sought a lonely place to regroup and rest, they found instead a crowd waiting for them! Did they resent this intrusion on their hard-earned need for privacy and refreshment? Jesus certainly didn't but welcomed them with open-arms. Jesus put human need ahead of everything else. His compassion showed the depths of God's love and concern for all who are truly needy. Jesus gave the people the word of God and he healed them physically as well as spiritually.

Jesus never tires of hearing and answering our pleas
We can never intrude upon God nor exhaust his generosity and kindness. He is ever ready to give to those who earnestly seek him out. Do you allow Jesus to be the Lord and Healer in your personal life, family, and community? Approach him with expectant faith. God's healing power restores us not only to health but to active service and care of others. There is no trouble he does not want to help us with and there is no bondage he can't set us free from. Do you take your troubles to him with expectant faith that he will help you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, you have all power to heal and to deliver. There is no trouble nor bondage you cannot overcome. Set me free to serve you joyfully and to love and serve others generously. May nothing hinder me from giving myself wholly to you and to your service.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 4, 2025

Thursday of the Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Colossians 1:9-14

Brothers and sisters:
 From the day we heard about you, we do not cease praying for you
 and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God's will
 through all spiritual wisdom and understanding
 to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord,
 so as to be fully pleasing, in every good work bearing fruit
 and growing in the knowledge of God,
 strengthened with every power, in accord with his glorious might,
 for all endurance and patience,
 with joy giving thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to share
 in the inheritance of the holy ones in light.
 He delivered us from the power of darkness
 and transferred us to the Kingdom of his beloved Son,
 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6

R. (2) The Lord has made known his salvation.

The LORD has made his salvation known:
 in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
 He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
 toward the house of Israel.

R. The Lord has made known his salvation.

All the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation by our God.
 Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
 break into song; sing praise.

R. The Lord has made known his salvation.

Sing praise to the LORD with the harp,
 with the harp and melodious song.
 With trumpets and the sound of the horn
 sing joyfully before the King, the LORD.

R. The Lord has made known his salvation.

Alleluia

Matthew 4:19

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come after me, says the Lord,
 and I will make you fishers of men.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 5:1-11

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God,
 he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret.
 He saw two boats there alongside the lake;
 the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets.
 Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon,
 he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore.
 Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.
 After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,
 "Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch."
 Simon said in reply,
 "Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing,
 but at your command I will lower the nets."
 When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish
 and their nets were tearing.
 They signaled to their partners in the other boat
 to come to help them.
 They came and filled both boats
 so that the boats were in danger of sinking.
 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said,
 "Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man."
 For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him
 and all those with him,
 and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
 who were partners of Simon.
 Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid;
 from now on you will be catching men."
 When they brought their boats to the shore,
 they left everything and followed him.


Reflection
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Thursday (September 4):  You Will Catch People for the Kingdom of GodMeditation: Why did Jesus perform the miracle of the great catch of fish? No doubt the great crowd of people who had pressed upon Jesus had something to do with this miracle. They were very hungry for God and were eager to hear his word. Jesus wanted to use this occasion to teach his disciples an important lesson. Although Simon was wearied from a night of fruitless toil, he nonetheless did what the Lord Jesus told him to do: At your word I will let down the nets . When you meet disappointment and failure, do you press upon the Lord, like Simon, to hear his word and to receive his command?

God expects greater things than we can do by ourselves
This incident tells us an important truth about how God works in and through each of us for his glory. God expects of us greater things than we can do by ourselves. When we cooperate in his works, we accomplish far beyond what we can do on our own. Therese of Lisieux, a Carmelite nun who died of tuberculosis at the age of twenty-four, wrote to a friend: "Jesus has so incomprehensible a love for us that he wills that we have a share with him in the salvation of souls. He wills to do nothing without us. The Creator of the universe awaits the prayer of a poor little soul to save other souls redeemed like it at the price of all his Blood."

When God's word is spoken his kingdom is revealed and his power is released. When people respond to God's word with faith and obedience they are changed and made "a new creation" in Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Witness the joy of the Gospel
God chooses ordinary people, like you and me, as his ambassadors and he uses the ordinary circumstances of our daily lives and work situations to draw others into his kingdom. Jesus speaks the same message to us today: we will "catch people" for the kingdom of God if we allow the light of Jesus Christ to shine through us. God wants others to see the light of Christ in us in the way we live, speak, and witness the joy of the Gospel. Paul the Apostle says, " But thanks be to God, who in Christ Jesus always leads us in triumph, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing" (2 Corinthians 2:15).

Do you witness to those around you the joy of the Gospel and do you pray for your neighbors, co-workers, and relatives that they may come to know the Lord Jesus Christ and grow in the knowledge of his love and truth?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill my heart with love and compassion for those who do not know you or follow you. May I be a good witness of your truth and salvation to my family, friends, and co-workers.
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September 5, 2025

Friday of the Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Colossians 1:15-20

Brothers and sisters:
 Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God,
 the firstborn of all creation.
 For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth,
 the visible and the invisible,
 whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers;
 all things were created through him and for him.
 He is before all things,
 and in him all things hold together.
 He is the head of the Body, the Church.
 He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
 that in all things he himself might be preeminent.
 For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell,
 and through him to reconcile all things for him,
 making peace by the Blood of his cross
 through him, whether those on earth or those in heaven.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5

R. (2b) Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
 serve the LORD with gladness;
 come before him with joyful song.

R. Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

Know that the LORD is God;
 he made us, his we are;
 his people, the flock he tends.

R. Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
 his courts with praise;
 Give thanks to him; bless his name.

R. Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

For he is good,
 the LORD, whose kindness endures forever,
 and his faithfulness, to all generations.

R. Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 5:33-39

The scribes and Pharisees said to Jesus,
 "The disciples of John the Baptist fast often and offer prayers,
 and the disciples of the Pharisees do the same;
 but yours eat and drink."
 Jesus answered them, "Can you make the wedding guests fast
 while the bridegroom is with them?
 But the days will come, and when the bridegroom is taken away from them,
 then they will fast in those days."
 And he also told them a parable.
 "No one tears a piece from a new cloak to patch an old one.
 Otherwise, he will tear the new
 and the piece from it will not match the old cloak.
 Likewise, no one pours new wine into old wineskins.
 Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins,
 and it will be spilled, and the skins will be ruined.
 Rather, new wine must be poured into fresh wineskins.
 And no one who has been drinking old wine desires new,
 for he says, 'The old is good.'"

Optional Memorial of Saint Teresa of Calcutta, virgin

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Virgins, #731-736 or the Common of Holy Men and Women (those who performed works of mercy), #737-742.

First Reading

Isaiah 58:6-11

Thus says the LORD:
 This is the fasting that I wish:
 releasing those bound unjustly,
 untying the thongs of the yoke;
 Setting free the oppressed,
 breaking every yoke;
 Sharing your bread with the hungry,
 sheltering the oppressed and the homeless;
 Clothing the naked when you see them,
 and not turning your back on your own.
 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
 and your wound shall quickly be healed;
 Your vindication shall go before you,
 and the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer,
 you shall cry for help, and he will say: Here I am!
 If you remove from your midst oppression,
 false accusation and malicious speech;
 If you bestow your bread on the hungry
 and satisfy the afflicted;
 Then light shall rise for you in darkness,
 and the gloom shall become for you like midday;
 Then the LORD will guide you always
 and give you plenty even on the parched land.
 He will renew your strength,
 and you shall be like a watered garden,
 like a spring whose water never fails.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11

R. (2) I will bless the Lord at all times.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear and be glad.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
 for nought is lacking to those who fear him.
 The great grow poor and hungry;
 but those who seek the LORD want for no good thing.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

Gospel

Matthew 25:31-46

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
 and all the angels with him,
 he will sit upon his glorious throne,
 and all the nations will be assembled before him. 
 And he will separate them one from another,
 as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
 He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
 Then the king will say to those on his right,
 ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father. 
 Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
 For I was hungry and you gave me food,
 I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
 a stranger and you welcomed me,
 naked and you clothed me,
 ill and you cared for me,
 in prison and you visited me.’ 
 Then the righteous will answer him and say,
 ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
 or thirsty and give you drink? 
 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
 or naked and clothe you? 
 When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ 
 And the king will say to them in reply,
 ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did
 for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ 
 Then he will say to those on his left,
 ‘Depart from me, you accursed,
 into the eternal fire prepared for the Devil and his angels.
 For I was hungry and you gave me no food,
 I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,
 a stranger and you gave me no welcome,
 naked and you gave me no clothing,
 ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.’ 
 Then they will answer and say,
 ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty
 or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison,
 and not minister to your needs?’ 
 He will answer them, ‘Amen, I say to you,
 what you did not do for one of these least ones,
 you did not do for me.’
 And these will go off to eternal punishment,
 but the righteous to eternal life.”

 OR

Matthew 25:31-40

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
 and all the angels with him,
 he will sit upon his glorious throne,
 and all the nations will be assembled before him.
 And he will separate them one from another,
 as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
 He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
 Then the king will say to those on his right,
 ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father.
 Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
 For I was hungry and you gave me food,
 I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
 a stranger and you welcomed me,
 naked and you clothed me,
 ill and you cared for me,
 in prison and you visited me.’
 Then the righteous will answer him and say,
 ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
 or thirsty and give you drink?
 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
 or naked and clothe you?
 When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’
 And the king will say to them in reply,
 ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did
 for one of the least brothers of mine you did for me.’”


Reflection
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Friday (September 5):  The Unity of the New and the OldMeditation: Which comes first, fasting or feasting? The disciples of John the Baptist were upset with Jesus' disciples because they did not fast. Fasting was one of the three most important religious duties, along with prayer and almsgiving. Jesus gave a simple explanation. There's a time for fasting and a time for feasting (or celebrating).

A time to weep and fast - a time to rejoice and celebrate
To walk as a disciple with Jesus is to experience a whole new joy of relationship akin to the joy of the wedding party in celebrating with the groom and bride their wedding bliss. But there also comes a time when the Lord's disciples must bear the cross of affliction and purification. For the disciple there is both a time for rejoicing in the Lord's presence and celebrating his goodness and a time for seeking the Lord with humility and fasting and for mourning over sin. Do you take joy in the Lord's presence with you and do you express sorrow and contrition for your sins?

A mind closed to God's wisdom
Jesus goes on to warn his disciples about the problem of the "closed mind" that refuses to learn new things. Jesus used an image familiar to his audience - new and old wine skins. In Jesus' times, wine was stored in wine skins, not bottles. New wine poured into skins was still fermenting. The gases exerted gave pressure. New wine skins were elastic enough to take the pressure, but old wine skins easily burst because they became hard as they aged. What did Jesus mean by this comparison?

The Old Testament points to the New - the New Testament fulfills the Old
Are we to reject the old in place of the new? Just as there is a right place and a right time for fasting and for feasting, so there is a right place for the old as well as the new. Jesus says the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old (Matthew 13:52).

A very common expression, dating back to the early beginnings of the Christian church, states that the New Testament lies hidden in the Old and the Old Testament is unveiled in the New - the two shed light on each other. The New Testament does not replace the Old - rather it unveils and brings into full light the hidden meaning and signs which foreshadow and point to God's plan of redemption which he would accomplish through his Son, Jesus Christ. How impoverished we would be if we only had the Old Testament or the New Testament, rather than both.

New "wine" of the Holy Spirit
The Lord Jesus gives us wisdom so we can make the best use of both the old and the new. He doesn't want us to hold rigidly to the past and to be resistant to the new action of his Holy Spirit in our lives. He wants our minds and hearts to be like the new wine skins - open and ready to receive the new wine of the Holy Spirit . Are you eager to grow in the knowledge and understanding of God's word and plan for your life?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit, that I may grow in the knowledge of your great love and truth. Help me to seek you earnestly in prayer and fasting that I may turn away from sin and wilfulness and conform my life more fully to your will. May I always find joy in knowing, loving, and serving you.
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September 6, 2025

Saturday of the Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Colossians 1:21-23

Brothers and sisters:
 You once were alienated and hostile in mind because of evil deeds;
 God has now reconciled you
 in the fleshly Body of Christ through his death,
 to present you holy, without blemish,
 and irreproachable before him,
 provided that you persevere in the faith,
 firmly grounded, stable,
 and not shifting from the hope of the Gospel that you heard,
 which has been preached to every creature under heaven,
 of which I, Paul, am a minister.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 54:3-4, 6 and 8

R. (6) God himself is my help.

O God, by your name save me,
 and by your might defend my cause.
 O God, hear my prayer;
 hearken to the words of my mouth.

R. God himself is my help.

Behold, God is my helper;
 the Lord sustains my life.
 Freely will I offer you sacrifice;
 I will praise your name, O LORD, for its goodness.

R. God himself is my help.

Alleluia

John 14:6

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the way and the truth and the life, says the Lord;
 no one comes to the Father except through me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 6:1-5

While Jesus was going through a field of grain on a sabbath,
 his disciples were picking the heads of grain,
 rubbing them in their hands, and eating them.
 Some Pharisees said,
 “Why are you doing what is unlawful on the sabbath?”
 Jesus said to them in reply,
 “Have you not read what David did
 when he and those who were with him were hungry?
 How he went into the house of God, took the bread of offering,
 which only the priests could lawfully eat,
 ate of it, and shared it with his companions?”
 Then he said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.”


Reflection
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Saturday (September 6):  The Son of Man Is Lord of the SabbathMeditation: What does the commandment "keep holy the Sabbath" require of us? Or better yet, what is the primary intention behind this command? The religious leaders confronted Jesus on this issue. The "Sabbath rest" was meant to be a time to remember and celebrate God's goodness and the goodness of his work, both in creation and redemption. It was a day set apart for the praise of God, his work of creation, and his saving actions on our behalf. It was intended to bring everyday work to a halt and to provide needed rest and refreshment.

The Lord of the Sabbath feeds and nourishes us
Jesus' disciples are scolded by the scribes and Pharisees, not for plucking and eating corn from the fields, but for doing so on the Sabbath. In defending his disciples, Jesus argues from the Scriptures that human need has precedence over ritual custom. In their hunger, David and his men ate of the holy bread offered in the Temple (1 Samuel 21:2-7). On every Sabbath morning twelves loaves were laid before God on a golden table in the Holy Place. Each loaf represented one of the twelve tribes of Israel. No one was allowed to eat this bread except the priests because it represented the very presence of God. David understood that human need took precedence over rules and ritual regulations.

Seek the Lord's rest and refreshment
Why didn't the Pharisees recognize the claims of mercy over rules and regulations? Their zeal for ritual observance blinded them from the demands of charity. Jesus' reference to the bread of the Presence alludes to the true bread from heaven which he offers to all who believe in him. Jesus, the Son of David, and the Son of Man , a title for the Messiah , declares that he is "Lord of the Sabbath." Jesus healed on the Sabbath and he showed mercy to those in need. All who are burdened can find true rest and refreshment in him. Do you seek rest and refreshment in the Lord and in the celebration of the Lord's Day?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you refresh us with your presence and you sustain us with your life-giving word. Show me how to lift the burden of others, especially those who lack the basic necessities of life, and to refresh them with humble care and service.
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September 7, 2025

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Wisdom 9:13-18b

Who can know God’s counsel,
 or who can conceive what the LORD intends?
 For the deliberations of mortals are timid,
 and unsure are our plans.
 For the corruptible body burdens the soul
 and the earthen shelter weighs down the mind that has many concerns.
 And scarce do we guess the things on earth,
 and what is within our grasp we find with difficulty;
 but when things are in heaven, who can search them out?
 Or who ever knew your counsel, except you had given wisdom
 and sent your holy spirit from on high?
 And thus were the paths of those on earth made straight.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17

R. (1) In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

You turn man back to dust,
 saying, “Return, O children of men.”
 For a thousand years in your sight
 are as yesterday, now that it is past,
 or as a watch of the night.

R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

You make an end of them in their sleep;
 the next morning they are like the changing grass,
 Which at dawn springs up anew,
 but by evening wilts and fades.

R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

Teach us to number our days aright,
 that we may gain wisdom of heart.
 Return, O LORD! How long?
 Have pity on your servants!

R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

Fill us at daybreak with your kindness,
 that we may shout for joy and gladness all our days.
 And may the gracious care of the LORD our God be ours;
 prosper the work of our hands for us!
 Prosper the work of our hands!

R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

Reading 2

Philemon 9-10, 12-17

I, Paul, an old man,
 and now also a prisoner for Christ Jesus,
 urge you on behalf of my child Onesimus,
 whose father I have become in my imprisonment;
 I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you.
 I should have liked to retain him for myself,
 so that he might serve me on your behalf
 in my imprisonment for the gospel,
 but I did not want to do anything without your consent,
 so that the good you do might not be forced but voluntary.
 Perhaps this is why he was away from you for a while,
 that you might have him back forever,
 no longer as a slave
 but more than a slave, a brother,
 beloved especially to me, but even more so to you,
 as a man and in the Lord.
 So if you regard me as a partner, welcome him as you would me.

Alleluia

Psalm 119:135

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Let your face shine upon your servant;
 and teach me your laws.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 14:25-33

Great crowds were traveling with Jesus,
 and he turned and addressed them,
 “If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother,
 wife and children, brothers and sisters,
 and even his own life,
 he cannot be my disciple.
 Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me
 cannot be my disciple.
 Which of you wishing to construct a tower
 does not first sit down and calculate the cost
 to see if there is enough for its completion?
 Otherwise, after laying the foundation
 and finding himself unable to finish the work
 the onlookers should laugh at him and say,
 ‘This one began to build but did not have the resources to finish.’
 Or what king marching into battle would not first sit down
 and decide whether with ten thousand troops
 he can successfully oppose another king
 advancing upon him with twenty thousand troops?
 But if not, while he is still far away,
 he will send a delegation to ask for peace terms.
 In the same way,
 anyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions
 cannot be my disciple.”

Reflection
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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle C 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Wisdom 9:13-18b 

 
 The Book of Wisdom is unique in the Bible as being the product of a Greek frame of mind, for the author is a Hellenized Jew, thoroughly familiar with Greek culture, writing probably at Alexandria in about 50 B.C. Against the background of Egyptian worship of animals and mockery of Jewish trust in God, the author devotes much of the first part of the book to the ineffectiveness of such mockery when God has promised immortality to those who remain faithful. Using Greek modes of thought, he is the first to express the hope of after-life in terms of immortality of the individual soul. In the 2nd section of the book Solomon, the master of wisdom (to whom authorship of the book is conventionally attributed), speaks in praise of Wisdom. This reaches its high point in the descriptions of Wisdom as Gods own power at work in the world. The third section of the book is devoted to a rather flowery history, concentrating chiefly on the ineffective opposition of the Egyptians to Gods people at the time of the Exodus. Using Jewish legends and other amplification of the biblical account, the author points a contrast between the wonders God worked for Israel and the adverse effect of the same wonders on the Egyptians, stressing constantly the folly of Egyptian worship of animals and idols. Perhaps the single-most important contribution of the book consists in its reflections on Wisdom, and especially the personification of Wisdom as Gods agent in the world, yet sharing intimately in His nature. The ground is prepared for the understanding of Jesus as the incarnate Wisdom of God. It is also valuable to see Judaism beyond the frontiers of Palestine, at grips with the varied worship of the Greco-Roman world, and to see it developing such ideas as that of the individual as a child of God. Because it was written after 400 B.C. and in Greek, the Book of Wisdom is not in the Hebrew canon of Scripture, and consequently it does not appear in the Protestant Bibles. Today we hear the conclusion of Solomons prayer for Wisdom. 13    For what man knows Gods counsel, or who can conceive what our LORD intends? 14    For the deliberations of mortals are timid, Uncertain and unsure are our plans. 15 For the corruptible body burdens the soul and the earthen shelter weighs down the mind that has many concerns. 1    This verse is reminiscent of Plato. It has caused the author to be falsely accused of a dualism, which pronounces matter evil. In fact, he simply states that our deliberations are weak and earthbound because of the body and its concerns. 16    And scarce do we guess the things on earth, and what is within our grasp we find with difficulty; but when things are in heaven, who can search them out? 17 Or who ever knew your counsel, The Greek word boul, translated here as counsel, is probably not the plan of God, but what God wishes people to do (He counsels, but do they listen?). except you had given Wisdom and sent your holy spirit from on high? Wisdom is a personification of the functions of Yahweh. In earlier wisdom literature, wisdom was an effect of the spirit of God. Here, Wisdom is identified with the spirit of the Lord and becomes the internal principle of physical and moral life. The Hebrews did not conceive of humans as constituted of a material body and a spiritual soul; the human being was a unity. 18a,b And thus were the paths of those on earth made straight. 

 

2nd Reading - Philemon 9-10, 12-17 

 
 Philemon was a wealthy Colossian; a personal friend of Paul, who had converted him to the faith. He had a slave called Onesimus (O-nis-see-mus), who robbed his master and fled to Rome where he hoped to escape capture by disappearing into the large population. The grace of God led the poor runaway slave to the prison-house of St. Paul. The apostle took compassion on him, received him with tenderness, and won him for Christ. Then he sent him back to his master in Colossae with a letter to plead for him – not only to save him from a severe penalty, but to ask for him to be shown sympathy, affection, and Christian brotherhood. It is this appeal that we hear today. The result of the appeal cannot be doubted. Tradition has it that Onesimus became bishop of Ephesus and suffered martyrdom in Rome about the same time as St. Ignatius of Antioch (AD 109-110). 9    I [ ], Paul, an old man, and now also a prisoner for Christ Jesus. Paul has not used prisoner for Christ Jesus in any other epistle as a part of his name, though he has used it in Ephesians and in Philippians as a form of proclamation. Thus, I think it of more importance that he says he is a prisoner of Christ Jesus than an apostle. Indeed, the apostles gloried that they were worthy to suffer abuse for the name of Jesus 2    Christ. [Saint Jerome (A.D. 386}, Commentary on the Epistle to Philemon] 10    I urge you on behalf of my child Onesimus, whose father I have become in my imprisonment; Saint Paul alludes to Onesimuss conversion. Onesimus means profitable one and Paul implies that this slave, now a Christian, will live up to his name. 12    I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I should have liked to retain him for myself, so that he might serve me on your behalf in my imprisonment for the 

 

Gospel - Luke 14:25-33 

 
 People are now streaming from all the streets and lanes. The poor and the maimed and blind and lame now cured (v21) form great crowds surrounding Jesus. In last weeks reading Jesus had told the crowd that attendance at the heavenly banquet depends upon an invitation from God, and God invites those who recognize their lowliness and their need of 3    salvation. Jesus now demands total dedication from His disciples. 25    Great crowds were traveling with him, and he turned and addressed them, 26 If any one comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. This does not mean abandoning or ignoring them, but loving them less than they love God. 27    Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. The Greek word used here for take up is identical to the one used by John when he describes Jesus on the way to Calvary. Luke here expects a very close – we might even say, literal – following of Jesus in His suffering and death. 28    Which of you wishing to construct a tower does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if there is enough for its completion? 29 Otherwise, after laying the foundation and finding himself unable to finish the work the onlookers should laugh at him 30 and say, This one began to build but did not have the resources to finish. 31 Or what king marching into battle would not first sit down and decide whether with ten thousand troops he can successfully oppose another king advancing upon him with twenty thousand troops? 32 But if not, while he is still far away, he will send a delegation to ask for peace terms. 33 In the same way, everyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple. There is a cost to being a disciple of Jesus – you cannot act on impulse, but only on a carefully considered program of involvement. 
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Sunday (September 7):  The True Cost of DiscipleshipMeditation: Why does the Lord Jesus say we must 'hate' our families and even ourselves (Luke 14:26)? In Biblical times the expression 'to hate' often meant to 'prefer less'. Jesus used strong language to make clear that nothing should take precedence or first place over God. God our heavenly Father created us in his image and likeness to be his beloved sons and daughters. He has put us first in his love and concern for our well-being and happiness. Our love for him is a response to his exceeding love and kindness towards us. True love is costly because it holds nothing back from the beloved - it is ready to give all and sacrifice all for the beloved. God the Father gave us his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who freely offered up his life for us on the cross as the atoning sacrifice for our sins. His sacrificial death brought us pardon and healing, new life in the Spirit and peace with God.

The cost of following Jesus as his disciples
Jesus willingly embraced the cross, not only out of obedience to his Father's will, but out of a merciful love for each one of us in order to set us free from slavery to sin, Satan, and everything that would keep us from his love, truth, and goodness. Jesus knew that the cross was the Father's way for him to achieve victory over sin and death - and glory for our sake as well. He counted the cost and said 'yes' to his Father's will. If we want to share in his glory and victory, then we, too, must 'count the cost' and say 'yes" to his call to "take up our cross and follow him" as our Lord and Savior.

What is the 'way of the cross' for you and me? It means that when my will crosses with God's will, then his will must be done. The way of the cross involves sacrifice, the sacrifice of laying down my life each and every day for Jesus' sake. What makes such sacrifice possible and "sweet" for us is the love of God poured out for us in the blood of Christ who cleanses us and makes us a new creation in him. Paul the Apostle tells us that "God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us" (Romans 5:5). We can never outmatch God in his merciful love and kindness towards us. He always gives us more than we can expect or imagine. Do you allow the Holy Spirit to fill your heart and transform your life with the overflowing love and mercy of God?

The wise plan ahead to avert failure and shame
What do the twin parables of the tower builder and a ruler on a war campaign have in common (Luke 14:28-32)? Both the tower builder and the ruler risked serious loss if they did not carefully plan ahead to make sure they could finish what they had begun. In a shame and honor culture people want at all costs to avoid being mocked by their community for failing to complete a task which they had begun in earnest. This double set of parables echoes the instruction given in the Old Testament Book of Proverbs: "By wisdom a house is built" and "by wise guidance you can wage a war" to ensure victory (Proverbs 24:3-6).

In Jesus' time every landowner who could afford it built a wall around his orchard or vineyard as a protection from intruders who might steal or destroy his produce. A tower was usually built in a corner of the wall and a guard posted especially during harvest time when thieves would likely try to make off with the goods. Starting a building-project, like a watchtower, and leaving it unfinished because of poor planning or insufficient funds would invite the scorn of the whole village. Likewise a king who decided to wage a war against an opponent who was much stronger, would be considered foolish if he did not come up with a plan that had a decent chance of success. Counting the cost and investing wisely are necessary conditions for securing a good return on the investment.

The great exchange
If you prize something of great value and want to possess it, it's natural to ask what it will cost you before you make a commitment to invest in it. Jesus was utterly honest and spared no words to tell his disciples that it would cost them dearly to be his disciples - it would cost them their whole lives and all they possessed in exchange for the new life and treasure of God's kingdom. The Lord Jesus leaves no room for compromise or concession. We either give our lives over to him entirely or we keep them for ourselves. Paul the Apostle reminds us, "We are not our own. We were bought with a price" ( 1 Corinthians 6:19b,20). W e were once slaves to sin and a kingdom of darkness and oppression, but we have now been purchased with the precious blood of Jesus Christ who has ransomed us from a life of darkness and destruction so we could enter his kingdom of light and truth. Christ has set us free to choose whom we will serve in this present life as well as in the age to come - God's kingdom of light, truth, and goodness or Satan's kingdom of darkness, lies, and deception. There are no neutral parties - we are either for God's kingdom or against it.

Who do you love first - above all else?
The love of God compels us to choose who or what will be first in our lives. To place any relationship or any possession above God is a form of idolatry - worshiping the creature in place of the Creator and Ruler over all he has made. Jesus challenges his disciples to examine who and what they love first and foremost. We can be ruled and mastered by many different things - money, drugs, success, power or fame. Only one Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, can truly set us free from the power of sin, greed, and destruction. The choice is ours - who will we serve and follow - the path and destiny the Lord Jesus offers us or the path we choose in opposition to God's will and purpose for our lives. It boils down to choosing between life and death, truth and falsehood, goodness and evil. If we choose for the Lord Jesus and put our trust in him, he will show us the path that leads to true joy and happiness with our Father in heaven.


Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are my Treasure, my Life, and my All. There is nothing in this life that can outweigh the joy of knowing, loving, and serving you all the days of my life. Take my life and all that I have and make it yours for your glory now and forever.
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September 8, 2025

Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Reading 1

Micah 5:1-4a

The LORD says:
 You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah,
 too small to be among the clans of Judah,
 From you shall come forth for me
 one who is to be ruler in Israel;
 Whose origin is from of old,
 from ancient times.
 (Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time
 when she who is to give birth has borne,
 And the rest of his brethren shall return
 to the children of Israel.)
 He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock
 by the strength of the LORD,
 in the majestic name of the LORD, his God;
 And they shall remain, for now his greatness
 shall reach to the ends of the earth;
 he shall be peace.

or
 Romans 8:28-30

Brothers and sisters:
 We know that all things work for good for those who love God,
 who are called according to his purpose.
 For those he foreknew he also predestined
 to be conformed to the image of his Son,
 so that he might be the firstborn
 among many brothers.
 And those he predestined he also called;
 and those he called he also justified;
 and those he justified he also glorified.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 13:6ab, 6c

R. (Isaiah 61:10) With delight I rejoice in the Lord.

Though I trusted in your mercy,
 let my heart rejoice in your salvation.

R. With delight I rejoice in the Lord.

Let me sing of the LORD, "He has been good to me."

R. With delight I rejoice in the Lord.

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, holy Virgin Mary, deserving of all praise;
 from you rose the sun of justice, Christ our God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23

The Book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ,
 the son of David, the son of Abraham.

Abraham became the father of Isaac,
 Isaac the father of Jacob,
 Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers.
 Judah became the father of Perez and Zerah,
 whose mother was Tamar.
 Perez became the father of Hezron,
 Hezron the father of Ram,
 Ram the father of Amminadab.
 Amminadab became the father of Nahshon,
 Nahshon the father of Salmon,
 Salmon the father of Boaz,
 whose mother was Rahab.
 Boaz became the father of Obed,
 whose mother was Ruth.
 Obed became the father of Jesse,
 Jesse the father of David the king.

David became the father of Solomon,
 whose mother had been the wife of Uriah.
 Solomon became the father of Rehoboam,
 Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
 Abijah the father of Asaph.
 Asaph became the father of Jehoshaphat,
 Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,
 Joram the father of Uzziah.
 Uzziah became the father of Jotham,
 Jotham the father of Ahaz,
 Ahaz the father of Hezekiah.
 Hezekiah became the father of Manasseh,
 Manasseh the father of Amos,
 Amos the father of Josiah.
 Josiah became the father of Jechoniah and his brothers
 at the time of the Babylonian exile.

After the Babylonian exile,
 Jechoniah became the father of Shealtiel,
 Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
 Zerubbabel the father of Abiud.
 Abiud became the father of Eliakim,
 Eliakim the father of Azor,
 Azor the father of Zadok.
 Zadok became the father of Achim,
 Achim the father of Eliud,
 Eliud the father of Eleazar.
 Eleazar became the father of Matthan,
 Matthan the father of Jacob,
 Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary.
 Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ.

Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.
 When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
 but before they lived together,
 she was found with child through the Holy Spirit.
 Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man,
 yet unwilling to expose her to shame,
 decided to divorce her quietly.
 Such was his intention when, behold,
 the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
 "Joseph, son of David,
 do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home.
 For it is through the Holy Spirit
 that this child has been conceived in her.
 She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus,
 because he will save his people from their sins."
 All this took place to fulfill
 what the Lord had said through the prophet:

Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son,
 and they shall name him Emmanuel,

which means "God is with us."

or
 Matthew 1:18-23

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.
 When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
 but before they lived together,
 she was found with child through the Holy Spirit.
 Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man,
 yet unwilling to expose her to shame,
 decided to divorce her quietly.
 Such was his intention when, behold,
 the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
 "Joseph, son of David,
 do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home.
 For it is through the Holy Spirit
 that this child has been conceived in her.
 She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus,
 because he will save his people from their sins."
 All this took place to fulfill
 what the Lord had said through the prophet:

Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son,
 and they shall name him Emmanuel,

which means "God is with us."

Reflection
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Monday (September 8):  Is It Lawful to Save Life or to Destroy It?Meditation: What is God's intention for the commandment, keep holy the Sabbath (Exodus 20:8; Deuteronomy 5:12)? The scribes and Pharisees wanted to catch Jesus in the act of breaking the Sabbath ritual so they might accuse him of breaking God's law. In a few penetrating words Luke records that Jesus knew their thought s. They were filled with fury and contempt for Jesus because they had put their own thoughts of right and wrong above God. They were ensnared in their own legalism because they did not understand or see the purpose of God. Jesus shows them their fallacy by pointing to God's intention for the Sabbath: to do good and to save life rather than to do evil or to destroy life .

Christ's healing power raises hands and hearts towards heaven
What is the significance of Jesus' healing the man with the withered hand? Ambrose (337-397 AD), the 4th century bishop of Milan who was instrumental in bringing Augustine of Hippo to the Christian faith, comments on this miracle: "Then you heard the words of the Lord, saying, 'Stretch forth your hand.' That is the common and universal remedy. You who think that you have a healthy hand beware lest it is withered by greed or by sacrilege. Hold it out often. Hold it out to the poor person who begs you. Hold it out to help your neighbor, to give protection to a widow, to snatch from harm one whom you see subjected to unjust insult. Hold it out to God for your sins. The hand is stretched forth; then it is healed. Jeroboam's hand withered when he sacrificed to idols; then it stretched out when he entreated God (1 Kings 13:4-6)."

Receive God's gift of sabbath rest and restoration
Why do Christians celebrate Sunday as the Lord's Day ? Most importantly we celebrate it to commemorate God's work of redemption in Jesus Christ and the new work of creation accomplished through Christ's death and resurrection (2 Corinthians 5:17). God's action is a model for us. If God "rested and was refreshed" on the seventh day, we, too, ought to "rest" and let others, especially the poor, "be refreshed" as well (see Exodus 31:17; 23:12). Taking "our sabbath rest" is a way of expressing honor to God for all that he has done for us. Such "rest" however does not exempt us from our love for our neighbor. If we truly love the Lord above all else, then the love of God will overflow to love of neighbor as well. Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) said: "The charity of truth seeks holy leisure; the necessity of charity accepts just work."

How can we make Sunday a day holy to the Lord? First, by refraining from unnecessary work and from activities that hinder the worship we owe to God. We can also perform works of mercy, such as humble service of the sick, the infirm, and the neglected. And we ought to seek appropriate relaxation of mind and body as well. The joy of the Lord's Day is a great gift to refresh and strengthen us in our love of God and of neighbor (Nehemiah 8:10). Do you know the joy of the Lord and do you find rest and refreshment in celebrating the Lord's Day?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, in your victory over sin and death on the cross and in your resurrection you give us the assurance of sharing in the eternal rest of heaven. Transform my heart with your love that I may freely serve my neighbor for his good and find joy and refreshment in the celebration of Sunday as the Lord's Day.
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September 9, 2025

Memorial of Saint Peter Claver, Priest

Reading 1

Colossians 2:6-15

Brothers and sisters:
 As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in him,
 rooted in him and built upon him
 and established in the faith as you were taught,
 abounding in thanksgiving.
 See to it that no one captivate you with an empty, seductive philosophy
 according to the tradition of men,
 according to the elemental powers of the world
 and not according to Christ.

For in him dwells the whole fullness of the deity bodily,
 and you share in this fullness in him,
 who is the head of every principality and power.
 In him you were also circumcised
 with a circumcision not administered by hand,
 by stripping off the carnal body, with the circumcision of Christ.
 You were buried with him in baptism,
 in which you were also raised with him
 through faith in the power of God,
 who raised him from the dead.
 And even when you were dead in transgressions
 and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
 he brought you to life along with him,
 having forgiven us all our transgressions;
 obliterating the bond against us, with its legal claims,
 which was opposed to us,
 he also removed it from our midst, nailing it to the cross;
 despoiling the principalities and the powers,
 he made a public spectacle of them,
 leading them away in triumph by it.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11

R. (9) The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.

I will extol you, O my God and King,
 and I will bless your name forever and ever.
 Every day will I bless you,
 and I will praise your name forever and ever.

R. The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.

The LORD is gracious and merciful,
 slow to anger and of great kindness.
 The LORD is good to all
 and compassionate toward all his works.

R. The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.

Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD,
 and let your faithful ones bless you.
 Let them discourse of the glory of your Kingdom
 and speak of your might.

R. The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.

Alleluia

See John 15:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I chose you from the world,
 that you may go and bear fruit that will last, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 6:12-19

Jesus departed to the mountain to pray,
 and he spent the night in prayer to God.
 When day came, he called his disciples to himself,
 and from them he chose Twelve, whom he also named Apostles:
 Simon, whom he named Peter, and his brother Andrew,
 James, John, Philip, Bartholomew,
 Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus,
 Simon who was called a Zealot,
 and Judas the son of James,
 and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

And he came down with them and stood on a stretch of level ground.
 A great crowd of his disciples and a large number of the people
 from all Judea and Jerusalem
 and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon
 came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases;
 and even those who were tormented by unclean spirits were cured.
 Everyone in the crowd sought to touch him
 because power came forth from him and healed them all.

Memorial of Saint Peter Claver, Priest [In the Dioceses of the United States]

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors (#719-724), or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Those Who Work for the Underprivileged (#737-742).



Reading 1

Isaiah 58:6-11

Thus says the LORD:
 This is the fasting that I wish:
 releasing those bound unjustly,
 untying the thongs of the yoke;
 Setting free the oppressed,
 breaking every yoke;
 Sharing your bread with the hungry,
 sheltering the oppressed and the homeless;
 Clothing the naked when you see them,
 and not turning your back on your own.
 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
 and your wound shall quickly be healed;
 Your vindication shall go before you,
 and the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer,
 you shall cry for help, and he will say: Here I am!
 If you remove from your midst oppression,
 false accusation and malicious speech;
 If you bestow your bread on the hungry
 and satisfy the afflicted;
 Then light shall rise for you in darkness,
 and the gloom shall become for you like midday;
 Then the LORD will guide you always
 and give you plenty even on the parched land.
 He will renew your strength,
 and you shall be like a watered garden,
 like a spring whose water never fails.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6

R. (40:5a) Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. (2a) Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. (92:13-14) The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Blessed the man who follows not
 the counsel of the wicked
 Nor walks in the way of sinners,
 nor sits in the company of the insolent,
 But delights in the law of the LORD
 and meditates on his law day and night.

R. (40:5a) Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. (2a) Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. (92:13-14) The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

He is like a tree
 planted near running water,
 That yields its fruit in due season,
 and whose leaves never fade.
 Whatever he does, prospers.

R. (40:5a) Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. (2a) Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. (92:13-14) The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Not so, the wicked, not so;
 they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
 For the LORD watches over the way of the just,
 but the way of the wicked vanishes.

R. (40:5a) Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. (2a) Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. (92:13-14) The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Alleluia

John 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 25:31-40

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
 and all the angels with him,
 he will sit upon his glorious throne,
 and all the nations will be assembled before him.
 And he will separate them one from another,
 as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
 He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
 Then the king will say to those on his right,
 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father.
 Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
 For I was hungry and you gave me food,
 I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
 a stranger and you welcomed me,
 naked and you clothed me,
 ill and you cared for me,
 in prison and you visited me.'
 Then the righteous will answer him and say,
 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
 or thirsty and give you drink?
 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
 or naked and clothe you?
 When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?'
 And the king will say to them in reply,
 'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did
 for one of the least brothers of mine you did for me.'"

Reflection 
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Tuesday (September 9):  Jesus Chose Twelve ApostlesMeditation: What is God's call on your life? When Jesus embarked on his mission he chose twelve men to be his friends and apostles. In the choice of the twelve, we see a characteristic feature of God's work: Jesus chose very ordinary people. They were non-professionals, who had no wealth or position. They were chosen from the common people who did ordinary things, had no special education, and no social advantages. Jesus wanted ordinary people who could take an assignment and do it extraordinarily well. He chose these men, not for what they were, but for what they would be capable of becoming under his direction and power.

Give yourself unreservedly to God - he will use you for greatness in his kingdom
When the Lord calls us to serve, we must not shrug back because we think that we have little or nothing to offer. The Lord takes what ordinary people, like us, can offer and uses it for greatness in his kingdom. Is there anything holding you back from giving yourself unreservedly to God?

Jesus offers true freedom and healing for all who are troubled or afflicted
Wherever Jesus went the people came to him because they had heard all the things he did. They were hungry for God and desired healing from their afflictions. In faith they pressed upon Jesus to touch him. As they did so power came from Jesus and they were healed. Even demons trembled in the presence of Jesus and left at his rebuke.

Jesus offers freedom from the power of sin and oppression to all who seek him with expectant faith. When you hear God's word and consider all that Jesus did, how do you respond? With doubt or with expectant faith? With skepticism or with confident trust? Ask the Lord to increase your faith in his saving power and grace.

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Son of God and the Savior of the world. Inflame my heart with a burning love for you and with an expectant faith in your saving power. Take my life and all that I have as an offering of love for you, who are my All.
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September 10, 2025

Wednesday of the Twenty-third Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Colossians 3:1-11

Brothers and sisters:
 If you were raised with Christ, seek what is above,
 where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
 Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.
 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
 When Christ your life appears,
 then you too will appear with him in glory.

Put to death, then, the parts of you that are earthly:
 immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire,
 and the greed that is idolatry.
 Because of these the wrath of God is coming upon the disobedient.
 By these you too once conducted yourselves, when you lived in that way.
 But now you must put them all away:
 anger, fury, malice, slander,
 and obscene language out of your mouths.
 Stop lying to one another,
 since you have taken off the old self with its practices
 and have put on the new self,
 which is being renewed, for knowledge,
 in the image of its creator.
 Here there is not Greek and Jew,
 circumcision and uncircumcision,
 barbarian, Scythian, slave, free;
 but Christ is all and in all.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab

R. (9) The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.

Every day will I bless you,
 and I will praise your name forever and ever.
 Great is the LORD and highly to be praised;
 his greatness is unsearchable.

R. The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.

Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD,
 and let your faithful ones bless you.
 Let them discourse of the glory of your Kingdom
 and speak of your might.

R. The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.

Making known to men your might
 and the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.
 Your Kingdom is a Kingdom for all ages,
 and your dominion endures through all generations.

R. The Lord is compassionate toward all his works.

Alleluia

Luke 6:23ab

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Rejoice and leap for joy!
 Your reward will be great in heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 6:20-26

Raising his eyes toward his disciples Jesus said:

"Blessed are you who are poor,
 for the Kingdom of God is yours.
 Blessed are you who are now hungry,
 for you will be satisfied.
 Blessed are you who are now weeping,
 for you will laugh.
 Blessed are you when people hate you,
 and when they exclude and insult you,
 and denounce your name as evil
 on account of the Son of Man.

"Rejoice and leap for joy on that day!
 Behold, your reward will be great in heaven.
 For their ancestors treated the prophets
 in the same way.
 But woe to you who are rich,
 for you have received your consolation.
 But woe to you who are filled now,
 for you will be hungry.
 Woe to you who laugh now,
 for you will grieve and weep.
 Woe to you when all speak well of you,
 for their ancestors treated the false prophets in this way."


Reflection
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Wednesday (September 10):  Blessed Are You Poor - Yours Is the Kingdom of GodMeditation: When you encounter misfortune, grief, or tragic loss, how do you respond? With fear or faith? With passive resignation or with patient hope and trust in God? We know from experience that no one can escape all of the inevitable trials of life - pain, suffering, sickness, and death. When Jesus began to teach his disciples he gave them a "way of happiness" that transcends every difficulty and trouble that can weigh us down with grief and despair. Jesus began his sermon on the mount by addressing the issue of where true happiness can be found. The word beatitude literally means happiness or blessedness . Jesus' way of happiness, however, demands a transformation from within - a conversion of heart and mind which can only come about through the gift and working of the Holy Spirit.

True happiness can only be fulfilled in God
How can one possibly find happiness in poverty, hunger, mourning, and persecution? If we want to be filled with the joy and happiness of heaven, then we must empty ourselves of all that would shut God out of our hearts. Poverty of spirit finds ample room and joy in possessing God alone as the greatest treasure possible. Hunger of the spirit seeks nourishment and strength in God's word and Spirit. Sorrow and mourning over wasted life and sin leads to joyful freedom from the burden of guilt and oppression.

The beatitudes strengthen us in virtue and excellence
Ambrose ( 339-397 A.D) , an early church father and bishop of Milan, links the beatitudes with the four cardinal virtues which strengthen us in living a life of moral excellence. He writes: "Let us see how St. Luke encompassed the eight blessings in the four. We know that there are four cardinal virtues: temperance, justice, prudence and fortitude. One who is poor in spirit is not greedy. One who weeps is not proud but is submissive and tranquil. One who mourns is humble. One who is just does not deny what he knows is given jointly to all for us. One who is merciful gives away his own goods. One who bestows his own goods does not seek another's, nor does he contrive a trap for his neighbor. These virtues are interwoven and interlinked, so that one who has one may be seen to have several, and a single virtue befits the saints. Where virtue abounds, the reward too abounds... Thus temperance has purity of heart and spirit, justice has compassion, patience has peace, and endurance has gentleness." ( EXPOSITION OF THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 5.62-63, 68 ).


No one can live without joy
God reveals to the humble of heart the true source of abundant life and happiness. Jesus promises his disciples that the joys of heaven will more than compensate for the troubles and hardships they can expect in this world. Thomas Aquinas said: " No person can live without joy. That is why someone deprived of spiritual joy goes after carnal pleasures." Do you know the joy and happiness of hungering and thirsting for God alone?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, increase my hunger for you and show me the way that leads to everlasting happiness and peace. May I desire you above all else and find perfect joy in doing your will.
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September 11, 2025

Thursday of the Twenty-third Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Colossians 3:12-17

Brothers and sisters:
 Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
 heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience,
 bearing with one another and forgiving one another,
 if one has a grievance against another;
 as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do.
 And over all these put on love,
 that is, the bond of perfection.
 And let the peace of Christ control your hearts,
 the peace into which you were also called in one Body.
 And be thankful.
 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
 as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another,
 singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs
 with gratitude in your hearts to God.
 And whatever you do, in word or in deed,
 do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
 giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6

R.(6) Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!

Praise the LORD in his sanctuary,
 praise him in the firmament of his strength.
 Praise him for his mighty deeds,
 praise him for his sovereign majesty.

R. Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!

Praise him with the blast of the trumpet,
 praise him with lyre and harp,
 Praise him with timbrel and dance,
 praise him with strings and pipe.

R. Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!

Praise him with sounding cymbals,
 praise him with clanging cymbals.
 Let everything that has breath
 praise the LORD! Alleluia.

R. Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!

Alleluia

1 John 4:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If we love one another,
 God remains in us,
 and his love is brought to perfection in us.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 6:27-38

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "To you who hear I say, love your enemies,
 do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you,
 pray for those who mistreat you.
 To the person who strikes you on one cheek,
 offer the other one as well,
 and from the person who takes your cloak,
 do not withhold even your tunic.
 Give to everyone who asks of you,
 and from the one who takes what is yours do not demand it back.
 Do to others as you would have them do to you.
 For if you love those who love you,
 what credit is that to you?
 Even sinners love those who love them.
 And if you do good to those who do good to you,
 what credit is that to you?
 Even sinners do the same.
 If you lend money to those from whom you expect repayment,
 what credit is that to you?
 Even sinners lend to sinners,
 and get back the same amount.
 But rather, love your enemies and do good to them,
 and lend expecting nothing back;
 then your reward will be great
 and you will be children of the Most High,
 for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
 Be merciful, just as also your Father is merciful.

"Stop judging and you will not be judged.
 Stop condemning and you will not be condemned.
 Forgive and you will be forgiven.
 Give and gifts will be given to you;
 a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing,
 will be poured into your lap.
 For the measure with which you measure
 will in return be measured out to you."

Reflection
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Thursday (September 11):  Do Good to Those Who Hate YouMeditation: What makes Christians different and what makes Christianity distinct from any other religion? It is grace - treating others, not as they deserve, but as God wishes them to be treated - with loving-kindness and mercy. God is good to the unjust as well as the just. His love embraces saint and sinner alike. God seeks our highest good and teaches us to seek the greatest good of others, even those who hate and abuse us. Our love for others, even those who are ungrateful and selfish towards us, must be marked by the same kindness and mercy which God has shown to us. It is easier to show kindness and mercy when we can expect to benefit from doing so. How much harder when we can expect nothing in return.

Give and forgive - the two wings of prayer
Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) describes Jesus double precept to give and forgive as two essential wings of prayer: Forgive and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given you. These are the two wings of prayer on which it flies to God. Pardon the offender what has been committed, and give to the person in need" (Sermon 205.3) . "Let us graciously and fervently perform these two types of almsgiving, that is, giving and forgiving, for we in turn pray the Lord to give us things and not to repay our evil deeds" (Sermon 206.2) .


Bless and do not curse
Our prayer for those who do us ill both breaks the power of revenge and releases the power of love to do good in the face of evil. How can we possibly love those who cause us harm or ill-will? With God all things are possible. He gives power and grace to those who believe in and accept the gift of the Holy Spirit. His love conquers all, even our hurts, fears, prejudices and griefs. Only the cross of Jesus Christ can free us from the tyranny of malice, hatred, revenge, and resentment and gives us the courage to return evil with good. Such love and grace has power to heal and to save from destruction. That is why Paul the Apostle tells those who know the love and mercy of Jesus Christ to "bless and not curse.. nor take revenge.. and to overcome evil with good" (Romans 12:14,17,21). Do you know the power of God's love, mercy, and righteousness (moral goodness) for overcoming evil with good?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your love brings freedom and pardon. Fill me with your Holy Spirit and set my heart free with your merciful love that nothing may make me lose my temper, ruffle my peace, take away my joy, nor make me bitter towards anyone.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 12, 2025

Friday of the Twenty-third Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

1 Timothy 1:1-2, 12-14

Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our savior
 and of Christ Jesus our hope,
 to Timothy, my true child in faith:
 grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father
 and Christ Jesus our Lord.

I am grateful to him who has strengthened me, Christ Jesus our Lord,
 because he considered me trustworthy
 in appointing me to the ministry.
 I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and an arrogant man,
 but I have been mercifully treated
 because I acted out of ignorance in my unbelief.
 Indeed, the grace of our Lord has been abundant,
 along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11

R. (see 5) You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge;
 I say to the LORD, “My Lord are you.”
 O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
 you it is who hold fast my lot.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

I bless the LORD who counsels me;
 even in the night my heart exhorts me.
 I set the LORD ever before me;
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

You will show me the path to life,
 fullness of joys in your presence,
 the delights at your right hand forever.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Alleluia

See John 17:17b, 17a

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Your word, O Lord, is truth;
 consecrate us in the truth.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 6:39-42

Jesus told his disciples a parable:
 “Can a blind person guide a blind person?
 Will not both fall into a pit?
 No disciple is superior to the teacher;
 but when fully trained,
 every disciple will be like his teacher.
 Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye,
 but do not perceive the wooden beam in your own?
 How can you say to your brother,
 ‘Brother, let me remove that splinter in your eye,’
 when you do not even notice the wooden beam in your own eye?
 You hypocrite! Remove the wooden beam from your eye first;
 then you will see clearly
 to remove the splinter in your brother’s eye.”

Optional Memorial of the Most Holy Name of Mary

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary (#707-712).



Reading 1

Galatians 4:4-7

Brothers and sisters:
 When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son,
 born of a woman, born under the law,
 to ransom those under the law,
 so that we might receive adoption as sons.
 As proof that you are sons,
 God sent the spirit of his Son into our hearts,
 crying out, "Abba, Father!"
 So you are no longer a slave but a son,
 and if a son then also an heir, through God.

Responsorial Psalm

Luke 1:46-47, 48-49, 50-51, 52-53, 54-55

R. (49) The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior."

R. (49) The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"For he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
 From this day all generations will call me blessed:
 the Almighty has done great things for me
 and holy is his Name."

R. (49) The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has mercy on those who fear him
 in every generation.
 He has shown the strength of his arm,
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit."

R. (49) The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
 and has lifted up the lowly.
 He has filled the hungry with good things,
 and the rich he has sent away empty."

R. (49) The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has come to the help of his servant Israel
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
 the promise he made to our fathers,
 to Abraham and his children for ever."

R. (49) The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

Alleluia

See Luke 1:45

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, O Virgin Mary, who believed
 that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 1:39-47

Mary set out
 and traveled to the hill country in haste
 to a town of Judah,
 where she entered the house of Zechariah
 and greeted Elizabeth.
 When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting,
 the infant leaped in her womb,
 and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit,
 cried out in a loud voice and said,
 "Most blessed are you among women,
 and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
 And how does this happen to me,
 that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
 For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears,
 the infant in my womb leaped for joy.
 Blessed are you who believed
 that what was spoken to you by the Lord
 would be fulfilled."

And Mary said:

"My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
 my spirit rejoices in God my savior."


Reflection
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Friday (September 12):  Do You Not See the Log in Your Own Eye?Meditation: Are you clear-sighted, especially in your perception of sin and the need for each of one of us to see ourselves correctly as God sees us - with our faults,weaknesses, and strengths? Jesus' two parables about poor vision allude to the proverb: Without vision the people perish! (Proverbs 29:18) What can we learn from the illustration of a blind guide and a bad eye (the log in the eye)? A bad eye left untreated and a blind guide can cause a lot of trouble that will only end in misery and disaster for us! We can only help and teach others what we have learned and received from wise teachers and guides. And how can we help others overcome their faults if we are blinded by our own faults and misperceptions? We are all in need of a physician who can help us overcome the blind spots and failing of own sins, weaknesses, and ignorance.

Overcoming blind spots in our own lives
The Gospel of Luke was written by a disciple who was trained as a physician. Luke, with keen insight, portrays Jesus as the good physician and shepherd of souls who seeks out those who desire healing, pardon, and restoration of body, mind, and spirit. Jesus came to free us from the worst oppression possible - slavery to sin, fear, and condemnation. Like a gentle and skillful doctor, the Lord Jesus exposes the cancer of sin, evil, and oppression in our lives so we can be set free and restored to wholeness. A key step to healing and restoration requires that we first submit to the physician who can heal us. The Lord Jesus is our great Physician because he heals the whole person - soul and body, mind and heart - and restores us to abundant life both now and for the age to come in his everlasting kingdom.

Thinking the best of others
The Lord Jesus wants to heal and restore us to wholeness, not only for our own sake alone. He also wants us to be his instruments of healing, pardon, and restoration for others as well. What can hinder us from helping others draw near to Jesus the divine Physician? The Rabbis taught: "He who judges his neighbor favorably will be judged favorably by God." How easy it is to misjudge others and how difficult it is to be impartial in giving good judgment. Our judgment of others is usually "off the mark" because we can't see inside the other person, or we don't have access to all the facts, or we are swayed by instinct and unreasoning reactions to people. It is easier to find fault in others than in oneself. A critical and judgmental spirit crushes rather than heals, oppresses rather than restores, repels rather than attracts. "Thinking the best of other people" is necessary if we wish to grow in love. And kindliness in judgment is nothing less that a sacred duty.

What you give to others will return to you
Jesus states a heavenly principle we can stake our lives on: what you give to others (and how you treat others) will return to you (Mark 4:24). The Lord knows our faults and he sees all, even the imperfections and sins of the heart which we cannot recognize in ourselves. Like a gentle father and a skillful doctor he patiently draws us to his seat of mercy and removes the cancer of sin which inhabits our hearts. Do you trust in God's mercy and grace? Ask the Lord to flood your heart with his loving-kindness and mercy that you may only have room for charity, forbearance, and kindness towards your neighbor.

Prayer: O Father, give us the humility which realizes its ignorance, admits its mistakes, recognizes its need, welcomes advice, accepts rebuke. Help us always to praise rather than to criticize, to sympathize rather than to discourage, to build rather than to destroy, and to think of people at their best rather than at their worst. This we ask for thy name's sake. (Prayer of William Barclay, 20th century)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 13, 2025

Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Reading 1

1 Timothy 1:15-17

Beloved:
 This saying is trustworthy and deserves full acceptance:
 Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
 Of these I am the foremost.
 But for that reason I was mercifully treated,
 so that in me, as the foremost,
 Christ Jesus might display all his patience as an example
 for those who would come to believe in him for everlasting life.
 To the king of ages, incorruptible, invisible, the only God,
 honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5 and 6-7



 R. (2) Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever.

Praise, you servants of the LORD,
 praise the name of the LORD.
 Blessed be the name of the LORD
 both now and forever.

R. Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever.

From the rising to the setting of the sun
 is the name of the LORD to be praised.
 High above all nations is the LORD;
 above the heavens is his glory.

R. Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever.

Who is like the LORD, our God,
 and looks upon the heavens and the earth below?
 He raises up the lowly from the dust;
 from the dunghill he lifts up the poor.

R. Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever.

Alleluia

John 14:23

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Whoever loves me will keep my word,
 and my Father will love him,
 and we will come to him.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 6:43-49

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "A good tree does not bear rotten fruit,
 nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit.
 For every tree is known by its own fruit.
 For people do not pick figs from thornbushes,
 nor do they gather grapes from brambles.
 A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good,
 but an evil person out of a store of evil produces evil;
 for from the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks.

"Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' but not do what I command?
 I will show you what someone is like who comes to me,
 listens to my words, and acts on them.
 That one is like a man building a house,
 who dug deeply and laid the foundation on rock;
 when the flood came, the river burst against that house
 but could not shake it because it had been well built.
 But the one who listens and does not act
 is like a person who built a house on the ground
 without a foundation.
 When the river burst against it,
 it collapsed at once and was completely destroyed."

Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730.



Reading 1

Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13

Brothers and sisters:
 I, a prisoner for the Lord,
 urge you to live in a manner worthy of the call you have received,
 with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
 bearing with one another through love,
 striving to preserve the unity of the Spirit
 through the bond of peace:
 one Body and one Spirit,
 as you were also called to the one hope of your call;
 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;
 one God and Father of all,
 who is over all and through all and in all.

But grace was given to each of us
 according to the measure of Christ's gift.

And he gave some as Apostles, others as prophets,
 others as evangelists, others as pastors and teachers,
 to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry,
 for building up the Body of Christ,
 until we all attain to the unity of faith
 and knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood,
 to the extent of the full stature of Christ.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 40:2 and 4, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11

R. (8a and 9a) Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I have waited, waited for the LORD,
 and he stooped toward me and heard my cry.
 And he put a new song into my mouth,
 a hymn to our God.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Sacrifice or oblation you wished not,
 but ears open to obedience you gave me.
 Burnt offerings or sin-offerings you sought not;
 then said I, "Behold I come."

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

"In the written scroll it is prescribed for me,
 To do your will, O my God, is my delight,
 and your law is within my heart!"

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I announced your justice in the vast assembly;
 I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Your justice I kept not hid within my heart;
 your faithfulness and your salvation I have spoken of;
 I have made no secret of your kindness and your truth
 in the vast assembly.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Alleluia



R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;
 all who come to him will live for ever.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 4:1-10, 13-20

On another occasion, Jesus began to teach by the sea.
 A very large crowd gathered around him
 so that he got into a boat on the sea and sat down.
 And the whole crowd was beside the sea on land.
 And he taught them at length in parables,
 and in the course of his instruction he said to them,
 "Hear this! A sower went out to sow.
 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path,
 and the birds came and ate it up.
 Other seed fell on rocky ground where it had little soil.
 It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep.
 And when the sun rose, it was scorched and it withered for lack of roots.
 Some seed fell among thorns,
 and the thorns grew up and choked it
 and it produced no grain.
 And some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit.
 It came up and grew and yielded thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold."
 He added, "Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear."

And when he was alone,
 those present along with the Twelve
 questioned him about the parables.
 Jesus answered them,
 "Do you not understand this parable?
 Then how will you understand any of the parables?
 The sower sows the word.
 These are the ones on the path where the word is sown.
 As soon as they hear, Satan comes at once
 and takes away the word sown in them.
 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground who,
 when they hear the word, receive it at once with joy.
 But they have no root; they last only for a time.
 Then when tribulation or persecution comes because of the word,
 they quickly fall away.
 Those sown among thorns are another sort.
 They are the people who hear the word,
 but worldly anxiety, the lure of riches,
 and the craving for other things intrude and choke the word,
 and it bears no fruit.
 But those sown on rich soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it
 and bear fruit thirty and sixty and a hundredfold."

Or
 Mark 4:1-9

On another occasion, Jesus began to teach by the sea.
 A very large crowd gathered around him
 so that he got into a boat on the sea and sat down.
 And the whole crowd was beside the sea on land.
 And he taught them at length in parables,
 and in the course of his instruction he said to them,
 "Hear this! A sower went out to sow.
 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path,
 and the birds came and ate it up.
 Other seed fell on rocky ground where it had little soil.
 It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep.
 And when the sun rose, it was scorched and it withered for lack of roots.
 Some seed fell among thorns,
 and the thorns grew up and choked it
 and it produced no grain.
 And some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit.
 It came up and grew and yielded thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold."
 He added, "Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear."

Reflection
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Saturday (September 13):  A Life Built on a Solid FoundationMeditation: Why does Jesus set figs and grapes over against thorns and brambles? The fig tree was the favorite of all trees for the people of Palestine. It symbolized fertility, peace, and prosperity. Grapes, likewise, produced wine, the symbol of joy. Thorns and brambles were only good for burning as fuel for the fire. There's a proverbial saying that you know a tree by its fruit. Likewise a person will produce good or bad fruit depending on what is sown in the heart. Charles Read said: "Sow an act and you reap a habit. Sow a habit and you reap a character. Sow a character and you reap a destiny." Character, like fruit, doesn't grow overnight. It takes a lifetime.

A healthy and sound mind produces good fruit
Jesus connects soundness with good fruit. Something is sound when it is free from defect, decay, or disease and is healthy. Good fruit is the result of sound living - living according to moral truth and upright character. The prophet Isaiah warned against the dangers of falsehood: Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness (Isaiah 5:20). The fruits of falsehood produce an easy religion which takes the iron out of religion, the cross out of Christianity, and any teaching which eliminates the hard sayings of Jesus, and which push the judgments of God into the background and makes us think lightly of sin.

How do we avoid falsehood and bad fruit in our lives? By being true - true to God, his word, and the grace and help he gives us so we can turn away from evil and wrongdoing. And that takes character! Those who are true to God know that their strength lies not in themselves but in God who supplies everything we need to live as his disciples. The Lord strengthens us with the fruits and gifts of the Holy Spirit - with faith, hope and love, justice, prudence, fortitude and temperance. And we grow in godly character through exercising the gifts and strength which God supplies. Do you want to bear good fruit in your daily life? Allow the Holy Spirit to train you in godliness and the wisdom to distinguish good fruit from bad fruit (1 Timothy 4:7-8, Hebrews 5:14).

What kind of foundation are you building your life?
Jesus told another story about the importance of building on the right foundation to reinforce his lesson about sound living. When Jesus told the story of the builders he likely had the following proverb in mind: When the storm has swept by, the wicked are gone, but the righteous stand firm for ever (Proverbs 10:25). What's the significance of the story for us? The kind of foundation we build our lives upon will determine whether we can survive the storms that are sure to come. Builders usually lay their foundations when the weather and soil conditions are at their best. It takes foresight to know how a foundation will stand up against adverse conditions. Building a house on a flood plain, such as a dry river-bed, is a sure bet for disaster!

Our character is revealed in the choices we make
Jesus prefaced his story with a warning: We may fool other people with our speech and gestures, but God cannot be deceived. He sees the heart as it truly is - with its motives, intentions, desires, and choices (Psalm 139:2). There is only one way in which a person's sincerity can be proved, and that is by one's practice. Fine words can never replace good deeds. Our character is revealed in the choices we make, especially when we are tested. Do you cheat on an exam or on your income taxes, especially when it will cost you? Do you lie, or cover-up, when disclosing the truth will cause you injury or embarrassment? A true person is honest and reliable before God, themselves, and their neighbor. Their word can be counted on. What foundation is your life built upon?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are the sure foundation and source of life and strength for us. Give me wisdom and strength to live according to your truth and to reject every false way. May I be a doer of your word and not a hearer only.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 14, 2025

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Reading 1

Numbers 21:4b-9

With their patience worn out by the journey,
 the people complained against God and Moses,
 "Why have you brought us up from Egypt to die in this desert,
 where there is no food or water?
 We are disgusted with this wretched food!"

In punishment the LORD sent among the people saraph serpents,
 which bit the people so that many of them died.
 Then the people came to Moses and said,
 "We have sinned in complaining against the LORD and you.
 Pray the LORD to take the serpents from us."
 So Moses prayed for the people, and the LORD said to Moses,
 "Make a saraph and mount it on a pole,
 and if any who have been bitten look at it, they will live."
 Moses accordingly made a bronze serpent and mounted it on a pole,
 and whenever anyone who had been bitten by a serpent
 looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38

R. (see 7b) Do not forget the works of the Lord!

Hearken, my people, to my teaching;
 incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
 I will open my mouth in a parable,
 I will utter mysteries from of old.

R. Do not forget the works of the Lord!

While he slew them they sought him
 and inquired after God again,
 Remembering that God was their rock
 and the Most High God, their redeemer.

R. Do not forget the works of the Lord!

But they flattered him with their mouths
 and lied to him with their tongues,
 Though their hearts were not steadfast toward him,
 nor were they faithful to his covenant.

R. Do not forget the works of the Lord!

But he, being merciful, forgave their sin
 and destroyed them not;
 Often he turned back his anger
 and let none of his wrath be roused.

R. Do not forget the works of the Lord!

Reading 2

Philippians 2:6-11

Brothers and sisters:
 Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God,
 did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.
 Rather, he emptied himself,
 taking the form of a slave,
 coming in human likeness;
 and found human in appearance,
 he humbled himself,
 becoming obedient to death,
 even death on a cross.
 Because of this, God greatly exalted him
 and bestowed on him the name
 that is above every name,
 that at the name of Jesus
 every knee should bend,
 of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 and every tongue confess that
 Jesus Christ is Lord,
 to the glory of God the Father.

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,
 because by your Cross you have redeemed the world.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 3:13-17

Jesus said to Nicodemus:
 "No one has gone up to heaven
 except the one who has come down from heaven, the Son of Man.
 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,
 so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
 so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life."

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
 so that everyone who believes in him might not perish
 but might have eternal life.
 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
 but that the world might be saved through him.


Reflection
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Triumph of the Cross 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. Introduction Public veneration of the Holy Cross dates back to the fourth century and indicates that the Cross was shown to the people as a sign of salvation and victory over evil. It celebrates the finding of the Cross by St. Helena in A.D. 320 and the dedication of the Basilica of the Resurrection, built by Constantine over the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem and dedicated on this day in A.D. 335. It also commemorates the time when the True Cross was exposed for veneration in Jerusalem by Emperor Heraclius after he recovered it from the Persians in A.D. 629. 

 

1st Reading - Numbers 21:4-9 

 
 The book of Numbers is the 4th book of the Law (Torah). This title in our English Bibles is a direct translation of the Vulgate Numeri which in turn is derived from the Septuagint Arithmoi. It is so called because this book concerns itself with a census of Gods people and shows concern for arithmetical precision in the matter of sacrificial offerings, the spoils of war, the days required for purification, and the division of territory around the Levitical cities. Our reading for today however, doesnt deal with numbers but instead again deals with the grumbling of the people during their wanderings in the desert; specifically, their journey to Moab which began about 11 months after the Israelites had arrived at Mount Sinai. 4    From Mount Hor they set out on the Red Sea road, to by-pass the land of Edom. But with their patience worn out by the journey, 5 the people complained against God and Moses, Why have you brought us up from Egypt to die in this desert, where there is no food or water? We are disgusted with this wretched food! The manna. You would think that by this time the Israelites would have learned their lesson. After all, Every time they complain against Moses (and consequently, God) things happen, sometimes bad things. They complain about the food and God provides manna and quail, and when they persist in complaining, the quail become poisonous to the complainers (Numbers 11). They complain about lack of water and Moses strikes the rock and water flows forth [although Moses is informed that he will not be allowed to enter the promised land because he struck the rock with his staff rather than speaking to it as instructed by God (Numbers 20:8-12)]. Again, they are complaining and implying that God has deceived them. 1    6    In punishment the LORD sent among the people seraph serpents, which bit the people so that many of them died. The word seraph means fiery. The seraphim, the highest rank of angels, are called the fiery ones because they are the closest to Gods fiery love. Seraphim are also depicted in Holy Scripture as winged serpents (Isaiah 6:2,8). These are emissaries of Yahweh to execute His judgments. 7    Then the people came to Moses and said, We have sinned in complaining against the LORD and you. Pray the LORD to take the serpents from us. So Moses prayed for the people, 8 and the LORD said to Moses, Make a seraph and mount it on a pole, and if anyone who has been bitten looks at it, he will recover. Looking at the image doesnt bring about a magical healing in and of itself, but the image is a reminder of Gods healing love and His promise to His people (the same reason we have a crucifix today). God is the one who does the healing. 9    Moses accordingly made a bronze serpent and mounted it on a pole, and whenever anyone who had been bitten by a serpent looked at the bronze serpent, he recovered. Bronze is a symbol of judgment. Archaeology has shown that the cult of the snake was widely practiced in Canaan, probably in connection with fertility rites. A bronze snake has been found in the excavations of Lachish; it dates from the Late Bronze Age, about the same time as the Exodus. Moses may have learned to make such an image from his Kenite relatives (the name kenite means smith). This incident is believed to have taken place in the vicinity of Punon which was one of the great copper sources in ancient times. King Hezekiah destroyed the bronze serpent which Moses had made because the people had been burning incense to it; it had become an object of worship rather than an aid to it (2 Kings 18:4). Second Reading - Philippians 2:6-11 Imprisoned for his apostolic activity, St. Paul knew that the local Christians were continuing his work; the gospel was being preached. St. Paul wrote from prison to thank the Philippians for their generosity and because he had learned that Judaisers were in the area, to warn them against falling under their influence. We hear today from his exhortation to humility. 6    Who, though he was in the form of God, Literally, originally being in the form of God, He had a divine pre-existence. 2    did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Like a miser holds on to his wealth; something not to be surrendered 7    Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, Suffered the humiliation of incarnation. Jesus, in becoming man, divested Himself, not of His divinity, but of the status of glory to which He had a right and which would be restored at His exaltation. Not only did He become a real man, but He was like all other men, without exceptional privileges. 8    he humbled himself, In the second stage of His humiliation, He suffered the humiliation of death. This final stage sums up His whole life on earth and His devotion to the Father, which comes to a climax in death on the cross. becoming obedient to death, As to be expected of a slave. even death on a cross. Not only He die like every other human, but His death was that of total humiliation; a death reserved for the lowest of the low. 9    Because of this, God greatly exalted him He has received a celestial exaltation; He has been raised to the loftiest heights. The Father has exalted Him to a status that contrasts superabundantly with His condition of abasement. and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, The name is Lord which appears at the end of this reading. Kyrios is the Septuagint equivalent of adonai (my lord) which was used as the substitute for YHWH, the name of God which was not to be said. 10    that at the name of Jesus When Kyrios (Lord) was pronounced every knee should bend, 3    An act of religious devotion of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 All creation gives celestial exaltation. This alludes to Isaiah 45:23 and transfers to the new Kyrios the adoration given there to Yahweh. It is a universal and cosmic adoration paid to a sovereign. and every tongue confess that JESUS CHRIST IS LORD, The ancient baptismal profession of faith (1 Corinthians 12:3; Romans 10:9; Colossians 2:6). Christ died and lived again that He might be Lord both of the dead and the living (Romans 14:9). to the glory of God the Father. His occupying of the heavenly throne constitutes no rivalry to the Father, to Yahweh Himself; rather His voluntary abasement and the acknowledgment paid to Him by creation in his rewarded status bring honor to the Father. 

 

Gospel John 3:13-17 

 
 Have you been born again? Our reading today comes from the conversation which Jesus had with Nicodemus, a pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin. Nicodemus had asked how he could be born again; enter into his mothers womb a second time. Jesus has told him that he must be born of water and the Spirit – at Jesus baptism in the first chapter of this gospel, at his water baptism, the Holy Spirit appeared in the form of a dove and came down upon him (John 1:32). Nicodemus still doesnt understand so Jesus says You are Israels teacher and you do not understand these things? We (Jesus and John the Baptist) speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of Heavenly things? 13    No one has gone up to heaven except the one who has come down from heaven, the Son of Man. The only one who can speak authoritatively of heavenly things is the only Person who has both come down from heaven and ascended into heaven, the Son of Man (see John 1:51). 14    And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, Refers to our first reading. In Wisdom 16:6ff the bronze serpent is called the symbol of salvation. Lifted up has a double significance when applied to Christ: 1) He is to be 4    exalted (which is why we have the crucifix) (Isaiah 52:13) and 2) He must be raised on the cross in order to achieve His resurrection and ascension. 15    so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. If you truly believe, you will exalt Him and the consequence is eternal life in Him. 16    For God so loved the world Although alienated from God, the world is not evil in itself; it remains the object of divine compassion. The only explanation that we shall ever have of the gift of eternal life (made possible for us in the redemption achieved in Christ) is the incredible love of God for the world. that he gave his only Son, This stresses the gratuity of Gods love – it extends even to this extreme [recall Abraham offering Isaac, his only son (Genesis 22:2) which was the precursor to Jesus offering]. so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. There are only 2 choices: 1) Belief and eternal life or 2) Rejection and destruction – there is no middle ground (see John 6:54). 17    For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. 
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Sunday (September 14):  Your Brother Was Lost and Is FoundMeditation: If you lost something of great value and importance to you wouldn't your search for it until you found it? The joy of finding a lost loved one, a precious member of your fold, and your hard earned savings to feed your hungry family are vivid illustrations which Jesus uses to describe what God's kingdom is like. God the Father does not rejoice in the loss of anyone. He earnestly searches for the lost until they are restored and joyfully united with the whole community of heaven. Jesus told these three parables right after the scribes and Pharisees, the religious elite among the Jews, expressed disapproval with Jesus' close contact with people of bad reputation.

Sinners were drawing near to hear Jesus
Luke in his Gospel account tells us that "tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear Jesus speak" (Luke 15:1). Wealthy tax collectors were despised by the Jews because they often forced the people to pay much more than was due. And sinners, like prostitutes and adulterers, were a scandal to public decency. The scribes and Pharisees took great offense at Jesus because he went out of his way to meet with tax collectors and public sinners and he treated them like they were his friends. The Pharisees had strict regulations to avoid all contact with them, lest they incur ritual defilement. They were not to entrust money to sinners of bad repute, or have any business dealings with them, or trust them with a secret, or entrust orphans to their care, nor accompany them on a journey, nor give their daughter in marriage to any of their sons, nor invite them as guests or be their guests. They were quite shocked to see Jesus speaking with sinners and even going to their homes to eat with them.

Finding and restoring what has been lost
Why were many tax collectors and sinners drawn to Jesus? Jesus offered them forgiveness, mercy, and healing and the promise of full restoration with God the Father and the whole community of heaven - God's kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy. When the Pharisees began to question Jesus' motive and practice of associating with sinners of ill-repute, Jesus responds by giving them a three-fold lesson in the parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son (Luke 15:4-32).

What is the point of Jesus' story about a lost sheep and a lost coin? In Jesus' time shepherds normally counted their sheep at the end of the day to make sure all were accounted for. Since sheep by their very nature are very social, an isolated sheep can quickly become bewildered and even neurotic, and become easy prey for wolves and lions. The shepherd's grief and anxiety is turned to joy when he finds the lost sheep and restores it to the fold.

The housewife who lost a coin faced something of an economic disaster, since the value of the coin would be equivalent to her husband's daily wage. What would she say to her husband when he returned home from work? They were poor and would suffer greatly because of the loss. Her grief and anxiety turn to joy when she finds the coin that she had misplaced.

Restoring the lost to the community of faith
Both the shepherd and the housewife "search until what they have lost is found." Their perseverance pays off. They both instinctively share their joy with the whole community. The poor are particularly good at sharing in one anothers' sorrows and joys. What was new in Jesus' teaching was the insistence that lost sinners must be sought out and not merely mourned for their separation from God and the community of the just. God does not rejoice in the loss of anyone, but desires that all be saved and restored to fellowship with him. That is why the whole community of heaven rejoices when one sinner is found and restored to fellowship with God. Seekers of the lost are much needed today. Do you persistently pray and seek after those you know who have lost their way to God?

A broken family and grieving father
Jesus told another parable about a Father who loses his son. This parable is a story in three parts. The first part of the story focuses on the restless behavior of the younger son who wants to leave home to get away from his father. He offends his father by demanding that his share of the father's inheritance be handed over to him right away, rather than waiting for the time appointed for passing on the inheritance after the the father has either passed away or has retired from the management of the family estate.

The second part of the story focuses on the extravagant and magnanimous character of the father who loves his younger son very dearly and generously gives his undeserving son whatever he asks for. He yields to his son's ill-timed request for his share of the family's wealth. The father must have grieved over his son's decision to leave him and go off to spend his share of the inheritance while he is still young and ill-prepared to manage such a large sum of money without acting foolishly and getting into serious trouble. Instead of resenting his younger son's disrespectful behavior and rejection, he maintains unbroken love for his son while he longs and searches for any sign of his return.

The third part of the story focuses on the older son who resents his younger brother for running off with his portion of the inheritance and he also resents his father's outrageous generosity and mercy towards the younger son.

The lost son "came to his senses"
Why did the younger son decide to return to his father's home? Jesus said "he came to his senses" when disaster followed his reversal of fortune and loose living (Luke 15:17). He had lost all of his inheritance on wasted spending, and was barely surviving on what would have been a most shameful job for Jews - feeding swine which Jewish law regarded as unclean and unfit for eating. And to make matters worse, the younger son was now on the point of starving to death since famine had struck the land. He was desperate to stay alive and avoid a painful slow death. His only hope was that his father might take pity on him and let him return home, no longer as a worthy son, but as a hired servant instead.

The foolish son who had shamefully disinherited his father, knew he no longer deserved to be treated like a son. But he also knew that his father was merciful and kind. The son who was now a poor beggar wanted to return home to beg his father's forgiveness. Before the son could reach home, the father who had been searching daily for him, ran to meet him as soon as he recognized his presence on the road leading to his home. And then the father does the unthinkable - he treats his rebellious son, not with cold reserve, hot anger, or just condemnation, but with warm tender affection and tears of joy - and then restores him beyond his wildest dreams.

The father's extravagant love and mercy
What is the main point or focus of the parable of the lost (prodigal) son? Is it the contrast between an obedient and a disobedient son? Or is it a contrast between the warm reception given by a generous and forgiving father or the cold and aloof reception given by the eldest son who wanted to have nothing to do with his rebellious brother? Jesus contrasts the father's merciful love with the eldest son's harsh rejection of his errant brother and his refusal to join his father in welcoming his brother back home.

While the errant son had wasted his father's money, his father, nonetheless, maintained unbroken love for his son. The son, while he was away, learned a lot about himself. And he realized that his father had given him love which he had not returned. He had yet to learn about the depth of his father's love for him. His deep humiliation at finding himself obliged to feed on the husks of pigs and his reflection on all he had lost, led to his repentance and decision to declare himself guilty before his father. While he hoped for reconciliation with his father, he could not have imagined a full restoration of relationship. The father did not need to speak words of forgiveness to his son - his actions spoke more loudly and clearly! The beautiful robe, the ring, and the festive banquet symbolize the new life - pure, worthy, and joyful - of each and every person who returns to the merciful embrace of the waiting Father in heaven.

The prodigal could not return to the garden of innocence, but he was welcomed and reinstated as a beloved son. The errant son's dramatic change from grief and guilt to forgiveness and restoration express in picture-language the resurrection from the dead and a rebirth to new abundant life with God the Father through his beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Contempt and pride lead to division - mercy and forgiveness restores and unites
The parable of the prodigal son also contrasts mercy and forgiveness with their opposites - an unwillingness to forgive and to be reconciled. The father who had been wronged, was forgiving and merciful towards the younger son who recognized his need for forgiveness. But the eldest son, who had not been wronged, was unforgiving and refused to be reconciled with his brother. His refusal to forgive turns into contempt and pride. And his resentment leads to his isolation and estrangement from the community of forgiven sinners.

In this parable Jesus gives us a vivid picture of God the Father and what his character and attitude towards us is like. God is truly generous, kind, and forgiving towards us. He does not lose hope or give up when we stray from him and his commandments. He searches our hearts to show us where true love and mercy can be found and he lead us back to the way of everlasting joy and happiness (Psalm 139:1, 23-24). God the Father always rejoices in searching out those who have strayed and he welcomes them home with open arms. Do you know the joy of your heavenly Father who welcomes you home to his kingdom of everlasting righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit?


Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your light dispel the darkness of sin, deception, and ignorance, so that all who are lost or confused may find their way to the Father's home and be united with him in a bond of peace and friendship. Transform my heart with your merciful love that I may point many others to the good news of pardon, peace, and new life which you offer to all who trust in you, the Good Shepherd and Savior of the world.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 15, 2025

Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows

Reading 1

1 Timothy 2:1-8

Beloved:
 First of all, I ask that supplications, prayers,
 petitions, and thanksgivings be offered for everyone,
 for kings and for all in authority,
 that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life
 in all devotion and dignity.
 This is good and pleasing to God our savior,
 who wills everyone to be saved
 and to come to knowledge of the truth.

For there is one God.
 There is also one mediator between God and men,
 the man Christ Jesus,
 who gave himself as ransom for all.

This was the testimony at the proper time.
 For this I was appointed preacher and Apostle
 (I am speaking the truth, I am not lying),
 teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

It is my wish, then, that in every place the men should pray,
 lifting up holy hands, without anger or argument.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 28:2, 7, 8-9

R. (6) Blessed be the Lord, for he has heard my prayer.

Hear the sound of my pleading, when I cry to you,
 lifting up my hands toward your holy shrine.

R. Blessed be the Lord, for he has heard my prayer.

The LORD is my strength and my shield.
 In him my heart trusts, and I find help;
 then my heart exults, and with my song I give him thanks.

R. Blessed be the Lord, for he has heard my prayer.

The LORD is the strength of his people,
 the saving refuge of his anointed.
 Save your people, and bless your inheritance;
 feed them, and carry them forever!

R. Blessed be the Lord, for he has heard my prayer.

Sequence (Optional) — Stabat Mater

At the cross her station keeping,
 Stood the mournful Mother weeping,
 Close to Jesus to the last.

Through her heart, his sorrow sharing,
 All his bitter anguish bearing,
 Now at length the sword had passed.

Oh, how sad and sore distressed
 Was that Mother highly blessed
 Of the sole begotten One!

Christ above in torment hangs,
 She beneath beholds the pangs
 Of her dying, glorious Son.

Is there one who would not weep,
 'Whelmed in miseries so deep,
 Christ's dear Mother to behold?

Can the human heart refrain
 From partaking in her pain,
 In that mother's pain untold?

Bruised, derided, cursed, defiled,
 She beheld her tender Child,
 All with bloody scourges rent.

For the sins of his own nation
 Saw him hang in desolation
 Till his spirit forth he sent.

O sweet Mother! font of love,
 Touch my spirit from above,
 Make my heart with yours accord.

Make me feel as you have felt;
 Make my soul to glow and melt
 With the love of Christ, my Lord.

Holy Mother, pierce me through,
 In my heart each wound renew
 Of my Savior crucified.

Let me share with you his pain,
 Who for all our sins was slain,
 Who for me in torments died.

Let me mingle tears with you,
 Mourning him who mourned for me,
 All the days that I may live.

By the cross with you to stay,
 There with you to weep and pray,
 Is all I ask of you to give.

Virgin of all virgins blest!
 Listen to my fond request:
 Let me share your grief divine.

Let me to my latest breath,
 In my body bear the death
 Of that dying Son of yours.

Wounded with his every wound,
 Steep my soul till it has swooned
 In his very Blood away.

Be to me, O Virgin, nigh,
 Lest in flames I burn and die,
 In his awful judgment day.

Christ, when you shall call me hence,
 Be your Mother my defense,
 Be your cross my victory.

While my body here decays,
 May my soul your goodness praise,
 Safe in heaven eternally.
 Amen. (Alleluia)

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, O Virgin Mary;
 without dying you won the martyr's crown
 beneath the Cross of the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 19:25-27

Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother
 and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas,
 and Mary Magdalene.
 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved
 he said to his mother, "Woman, behold, your son."
 Then he said to the disciple,
 "Behold, your mother."
 And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.

or
 Luke 2:33-35

Jesus' father and mother were amazed at what was said about him;
 and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
 "Behold, this child is destined
 for the fall and rise of many in Israel,
 and to be a sign that will be contradicted
 and you yourself a sword will pierce
 so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."

Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows

The Gospel for this memorial is proper. The first reading may be taken from the weekday or the reading found below.

Reading 1

Hebrews 5:7-9

In the days when Christ was in the flesh,
 he offered prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears
 to the one who was able to save him from death,
 and he was heard because of his reverence.
 Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered;
 and when he was made perfect,
 he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 31:2 and 3b, 3cd-4, 5-6, 15-16, 20

R. (17) Save me, O Lord, in your kindness.

In you, O LORD, I take refuge;
 let me never be put to shame.
 In your justice rescue me,
 make haste to deliver me!

R. Save me, O Lord, in your kindness.

Be my rock of refuge,
 a stronghold to give me safety.
 You are my rock and my fortress;
 for your name's sake you will lead and guide me.

R. Save me, O Lord, in your kindness.

You will free me from the snare they set for me,
 for you are my refuge.
 Into your hands I commend my spirit;
 you will redeem me, O LORD, O faithful God.

R. Save me, O Lord, in your kindness.

But my trust is in you, O LORD,
 I say, "You are my God."
 In your hands is my destiny; rescue me
 from the clutches of my enemies and my persecutors.

R. Save me, O Lord, in your kindness.

How great is your goodness, O LORD,
 which you have in store for those who fear you,
 And which, toward those who take refuge in you,
 you show in the sight of the children of men.

R. Save me, O Lord, in your kindness.

Sequence (Optional)

At the cross her station keeping,
 Stood the mournful Mother weeping,
 Close to Jesus to the last.

Through her heart, his sorrow sharing,
 All his bitter anguish bearing,
 Now at length the sword had passed.

Oh, how sad and sore distressed
 Was that Mother highly blessed
 Of the sole begotten One!

Christ above in torment hangs,
 She beneath beholds the pangs
 Of her dying, glorious Son.

Is there one who would not weep,
 'Whelmed in miseries so deep,
 Christ's dear Mother to behold?

Can the human heart refrain
 From partaking in her pain,
 In that mother's pain untold?

Bruised, derided, cursed, defiled,
 She beheld her tender Child,
 All with bloody scourges rent.

For the sins of his own nation
 Saw him hang in desolation
 Till his spirit forth he sent.

O sweet Mother! font of love,
 Touch my spirit from above,
 Make my heart with yours accord.

Make me feel as you have felt;
 Make my soul to glow and melt
 With the love of Christ, my Lord.

Holy Mother, pierce me through,
 In my heart each wound renew
 Of my Savior crucified.

Let me share with you his pain,
 Who for all our sins was slain,
 Who for me in torments died.

Let me mingle tears with you,
 Mourning him who mourned for me,
 All the days that I may live.

By the cross with you to stay,
 There with you to weep and pray,
 Is all I ask of you to give.

Virgin of all virgins blest!
 Listen to my fond request:
 Let me share your grief divine.

Let me to my latest breath,
 In my body bear the death
 Of that dying Son of yours.
 Wounded with his every wound,
 Steep my soul till it has swooned
 In his very Blood away.

Be to me, O Virgin, nigh,
 Lest in flames I burn and die,
 In his awful judgment day.

Christ, when you shall call me hence,
 Be your Mother my defense,
 Be your cross my victory.

While my body here decays,
 May my soul your goodness praise,
 Safe in heaven eternally.
 Amen. (Alleluia)

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, O Virgin Mary;
 without dying you won the martyr's crown
 beneath the Cross of the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 19:25-27

Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother
 and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas,
 and Mary Magdalene.
 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved
 he said to his mother, "Woman, behold, your son."
 Then he said to the disciple,
 "Behold, your mother."
 And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.

Or
 Luke 2:33-35

Jesus' father and mother were amazed at what was said about him;
 and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
 "Behold, this child is destined
 for the fall and rise of many in Israel,
 and to be a sign that will be contradicted
 and you yourself a sword will pierce
 so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."

Reflection
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Monday (September 15):  Say the Word - Be HealedMeditation: Do you approach the Lord Jesus with confident trust and expectant faith? A Roman centurion boldly sought Jesus with a daring request. What made him confident that Jesus would receive his request and act favorably towards him? Like a true soldier, he knew the power of command. And he saw in Jesus both the power and the mercy of God to heal and restore life.

In the Roman world the position of a centurion was very important. He was an officer in charge of a hundred soldiers. In a certain sense, he was the backbone of the Roman army, the cement which held the army together. Polybius, an ancient write, describes what a centurion should be: "They must not be so much venturesome seekers after danger as men who can command, steady in action, and reliable. They ought not to be over-anxious to rush into the fight, but when hard pressed, they must be ready to hold their ground, and die at their posts."

Expectant faith and humility draws us close to the Lord Jesus
The centurion who approached Jesus was not only courageous, but faith-filled as well. He risked the ridicule of his Roman companions by seeking help from a Jewish preacher from Galilee, as well as mockery from the Jews who despised the Roman occupation of their land. Nonetheless, this centurion approached Jesus with confidence and humility. Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) notes that the centurion regarded himself as unworthy to receive the Lord into his house: "Humility was the door through which the Lord entered to take full possession of one whom he already possessed."

This centurion was an extraordinary man because he loved his slave who had become seriously ill and he was ready to do everything he could to save his life. The centurion was also an extraordinary man of faith. He believed that Jesus had the power to heal his beloved slave. Jesus commends him for his faith and immediately grants him his request.

The Lord is merciful and gracious to all who seek him
How do you approach the Lord Jesus - with doubt, fear, and disbelief? Or with trust and confident expectation that he will give you whatever you need to follow and serve him? Surrender your pride and doubts to him and seek him earnestly with humble trust and expectant faith.

Prayer: Lord Jesus you came to set us free from the tyranny of sinful pride, fear, and rebellion. Take my heart captive to your merciful love and truth and set me free to love and serve you always with joy and trust in the power of your saving word. May your love grow in me that I may always seek to love and serve others generously for their sake just as you have generously laid down your life for my sake.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 16, 2025

Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs

Reading 1

1 Timothy 3:1-13

Beloved, this saying is trustworthy:
 whoever aspires to the office of bishop desires a noble task.
 Therefore, a bishop must be irreproachable,
 married only once, temperate, self-controlled,
 decent, hospitable, able to teach,
 not a drunkard, not aggressive, but gentle,
 not contentious, not a lover of money.
 He must manage his own household well,
 keeping his children under control with perfect dignity;
 for if a man does not know how to manage his own household,
 how can he take care of the Church of God?
 He should not be a recent convert,
 so that he may not become conceited
 and thus incur the Devil's punishment.
 He must also have a good reputation among outsiders,
 so that he may not fall into disgrace, the Devil's trap.

Similarly, deacons must be dignified, not deceitful,
 not addicted to drink, not greedy for sordid gain,
 holding fast to the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.
 Moreover, they should be tested first;
 then, if there is nothing against them,
 let them serve as deacons.
 Women, similarly, should be dignified, not slanderers,
 but temperate and faithful in everything.
 Deacons may be married only once
 and must manage their children and their households well.
 Thus those who serve well as deacons gain good standing
 and much confidence in their faith in Christ Jesus.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 101:1b-2ab, 2cd-3ab, 5, 6

R.(2) I will walk with blameless heart.

Of mercy and judgment I will sing;
 to you, O LORD, I will sing praise.
 I will persevere in the way of integrity;
 when will you come to me?

R. I will walk with blameless heart.

I will walk with blameless heart,
 within my house;
 I will not set before my eyes
 any base thing.

R. I will walk with blameless heart.

Whoever slanders his neighbor in secret,
 him will I destroy.
 The man of haughty eyes and puffed up heart
 I will not endure.

R. I will walk with blameless heart.

My eyes are upon the faithful of the land,
 that they may dwell with me.
 He who walks in the way of integrity
 shall be in my service.

R. I will walk with blameless heart.

Alleluia

Luke 7:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

A great prophet has arisen in our midst
 and God has visited his people.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 7:11-17

Jesus journeyed to a city called Nain,
 and his disciples and a large crowd accompanied him.
 As he drew near to the gate of the city,
 a man who had died was being carried out,
 the only son of his mother, and she was a widow.
 A large crowd from the city was with her.
 When the Lord saw her,
 he was moved with pity for her and said to her,
 “Do not weep.”
 He stepped forward and touched the coffin;
 at this the bearers halted,
 and he said, “Young man, I tell you, arise!”
 The dead man sat up and began to speak,
 and Jesus gave him to his mother.
 Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, exclaiming,
 “A great prophet has arisen in our midst,”
 and “God has visited his people.”
 This report about him spread through the whole of Judea
 and in all the surrounding region.

Memorial of Saint Cornelius, Pope and Martyr, and Saint Cyprian, Bishop and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718, or the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

2 Corinthians 4:7-15

Brothers and sisters:
 We hold this treasure in earthen vessels,
 that the surpassing power may be of God and not from us.
 We are afflicted in every way, but not constrained;
 perplexed, but not driven to despair;
 persecuted, but not abandoned;
 struck down, but not destroyed;
 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus,
 so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our body.
 For we who live are constantly being given up to death
 for the sake of Jesus,
 so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh.

So death is at work in us, but life in you.
 Since, then, we have the same spirit of faith,
 according to what is written, I believed, therefore I spoke,
 we too believe and therefore speak,
 knowing that the one who raised the Lord Jesus
 will raise us also with Jesus
 and place us with you in his presence.
 Everything indeed is for you,
 so that the grace bestowed in abundance on more and more people
 may cause the thanksgiving to overflow for the glory of God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those who sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Alleluia

2 Corinthians 1:3b-4

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed be the Father of compassion and God of all encouragement,
 who encourages us in our every affliction.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 17:11b-19

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and prayed, saying:
 "Holy Father, keep them in your name that you have given me,
 so that they may be one just as we are one.
 When I was with them I protected them in your name that you gave me,
 and I guarded them, and none of them was lost
 except the son of destruction,
 in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled.
 But now I am coming to you.
 I speak this in the world
 so that they may share my joy completely.
 I gave them your word, and the world hated them,
 because they do not belong to the world
 any more than I belong to the world.
 I do not ask that you take them out of the world
 but that you keep them from the Evil One.
 They do not belong to the world
 any more than I belong to the world.
 Consecrate them in the truth. 
 Your word is truth.
 As you sent me into the world,
 so I sent them into the world.
 And I consecrate myself for them,
 so that they also may be consecrated in truth."


Reflection
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Tuesday (September 16):  The Lord Had Compassion on HerMeditation: How do you respond to the misfortunes of others? In a number of places the Gospel records that Jesus was "moved to the depths of his heart" when he met with individuals and with groups of people. Our modern use of the word "compassion" doesn't fully convey the deeper meaning of the original Hebrew word which expresses heart-felt "sympathy" and personal identification with the suffering person's grief and physical condition. Why was Jesus so moved on this occasion when he met a widow and a crowded funeral procession on their way to the cemetery? Jesus not only grieved the untimely death of a young man, but he showed the depth of his concern for the woman who lost not only her husband, but her only child as well. The only secure means of welfare in biblical times was one's family. This woman had lost not only her loved ones, but her future security and livelihood as well.

Jesus is lord of the living and the dead
The Scriptures make clear that God takes no pleasure in the death of anyone (see Ezekiel 33:11) - he desires life, not death. Jesus not only had heart-felt compassion for the widow who lost her only son, he also had extraordinary supernatural power - the ability to restore life and to make a person whole again. Jesus, however, did something which must have shocked the sensibilities of the widow and her friends. Jesus approached the bier to make physical contact with the dead man. The Jews understood that contact with a dead body made oneself ritually unclean or impure. Jesus' physical touch and personal identification with the widow's loss of her only son not only showed the depths of his love and concern for her, but pointed to his desire to free everyone from the power of sin and moral corruption, and even death itself. Jesus' simple word of command - "Young man, arise" - not only restored him to physical life, but brought freedom and wholeness to his soul as well as his body.

The Lord Jesus has power to restore us to wholeness of life - now and forever
This miracle took place near the spot where the prophet Elisha raised another mother's son back to life again (see 2 Kings 4:18-37). Jesus claimed as his own one whom death had seized as its prey. By his word of power he restored life for a lad marked for death. Jesus is Lord not only of the living but of the dead as well. When Jesus died on the cross for our sins he also triumphed over the grave when he rose again on the third day, just as he had promised his disciples. Jesus promises everyone who believes in him, that because he lives (and will never die again), we also shall have abundant life with and in him both now and forever (John 14:19). Do you trust in the Lord Jesus to give you abundant life and everlasting hope in the face of life's trials, misfortunes, and moments of despair?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your healing presence brings life and restores us to wholeness of mind, body, and spirit. Speak your word to me and give me renewed hope, strength, and courage to follow you in the midst of life's sorrows and joys.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 17, 2025

Wednesday of the Twenty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

1 Timothy 3:14-16

Beloved:
 I am writing you,
 although I hope to visit you soon.
 But if I should be delayed,
 you should know how to behave in the household of God,
 which is the Church of the living God,
 the pillar and foundation of truth.
 Undeniably great is the mystery of devotion,

Who was manifested in the flesh,
 vindicated in the spirit,
 seen by angels,
 proclaimed to the Gentiles,
 believed in throughout the world,
 taken up in glory.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6

R.(2) How great are the works of the Lord!

I will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart
 in the company and assembly of the just.
 Great are the works of the LORD,
 exquisite in all their delights.

R. How great are the works of the Lord!

Majesty and glory are his work,
 and his justice endures forever.
 He has won renown for his wondrous deeds;
 gracious and merciful is the LORD.

R. How great are the works of the Lord!

He has given food to those who fear him;
 he will forever be mindful of his covenant.
 He has made known to his people the power of his works,
 giving them the inheritance of the nations.

R. How great are the works of the Lord!

Alleluia

See John 6:63c, 68c

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life,
 you have the words of everlasting life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 7:31-35

Jesus said to the crowds:
 "To what shall I compare the people of this generation?
 What are they like?
 They are like children who sit in the marketplace and call to one another,

'We played the flute for you, but you did not dance.
 We sang a dirge, but you did not weep.'

For John the Baptist came neither eating food nor drinking wine,
 and you said, 'He is possessed by a demon.'
 The Son of Man came eating and drinking and you said,
 'Look, he is a glutton and a drunkard,
 a friend of tax collectors and sinners.'
 But wisdom is vindicated by all her children."

Optional Memorial of Saint Hildegard of Bingen, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Reading 1

Song of Songs 8:6-7

Set me as a seal on your heart,
 as a seal on your arm;
 For stern as death is love,
 relentless as the nether world is devotion;
 its flames are a blazing fire.
 Deep waters cannot quench love,
 nor floods sweep it away.
 Were one to offer all he owns to purchase love,
 he would be roundly mocked.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17

R. (11) Listen to me, daughter; see and bend your ear.
 or:
 R. The bridegroom is here; let us go out to meet Christ the Lord.

Hear, O daughter, and see; turn your ear,
 forget your people and your father’s house.
 So shall the king desire your beauty;
 for he is your lord, and you must worship him.

R. Listen to me, daughter; see and bend your ear.
 or:
 R. The bridegroom is here; let us go out to meet Christ the Lord.

All glorious is the king’s daughter as she enters;
 her raiment is threaded with spun gold.
 In embroidered apparel she is borne in to the king;
 behind her the virgins of her train are brought to you.

R. Listen to me, daughter; see and bend your ear.
 or:
 R. The bridegroom is here; let us go out to meet Christ the Lord.

They are borne in with gladness and joy;
 they enter the palace of the king.
 The place of your fathers your sons shall have;
 you shall make them princes through all the land.

R. Listen to me, daughter; see and bend your ear.
 or:
 R. The bridegroom is here; let us go out to meet Christ the Lord.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:8

Blessed are the clean of heart,
 for they will see God.



Gospel

Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus told his disciples this parable:
 “The Kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins
 who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 
 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 
 The foolish ones, when taking their lamps,
 brought no oil with them,
 but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps. 
 Since the bridegroom was long delayed,
 they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
 At midnight, there was a cry,
 ‘Behold, the bridegroom!
 Come out to meet him!’ 
 Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. 
 The foolish ones said to the wise,
 ‘Give us some of your oil,
 for our lamps are going out.’ 
 But the wise ones replied,
 ‘No, for there may not be enough for us and you.
 Go instead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves.’ 
 While they went off to buy it,
 the bridegroom came
 and those who were ready went into the wedding feast with him. 
 Then the door was locked.
 Afterwards the other virgins came and said,
 ‘Lord, Lord, open the door for us!’ 
 But he said in reply,
 ‘Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 
 Therefore, stay awake,
 for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Robert Bellarmine, bishop and doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730.



Reading 1

Wisdom 7:7-10, 15-16

I prayed, and prudence was given me;
 I pleaded, and the spirit of Wisdom came to me.
 I preferred her to scepter and throne,
 And deemed riches nothing in comparison with her,
 nor did I liken any priceless gem to her;
 Because all gold, in view of her, is a little sand,
 and before her, silver is to be accounted mire.
 Beyond health and comeliness I loved her,
 And I chose to have her rather than the light,
 because the splendor of her never yields to sleep.

Now God grant I speak suitably
 and value these endowments at their worth:
 For he is the guide of Wisdom
 and the director of the wise.
 For both we and our words are in his hand,
 as well as all prudence and knowledge of crafts.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11

R. (10) The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. (John 6:63) Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The law of the LORD is perfect,
 refreshing the soul;
 The decree of the LORD is trustworthy,
 giving wisdom to the simple.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The precepts of the LORD are right,
 rejoicing the heart.
 The command of the LORD is clear,
 enlightening the eye.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The fear of the LORD is pure,
 enduring forever;
 The ordinances of the LORD are true,
 all of them just.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

They are more precious than gold,
 than a heap of purest gold;
 Sweeter also than syrup
 or honey from the comb.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

Alleluia

See John 6:63c, 68c

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life;
 you have the words of everlasting life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 7:21-29

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,'
 will enter the Kingdom of heaven,
 but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.
 Many will say to me on that day,
 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name?
 Did we not drive out demons in your name?
 Did we not do mighty deeds in your name?'
 Then I will declare to them solemnly,
 'I never knew you. Depart from me, you evildoers.'

"Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them
 will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.
 The rain fell, the floods came,
 and the winds blew and buffeted the house.
 But it did not collapse; it had been set solidly on rock.
 And everyone who listens to these words of mine
 but does not act on them
 will be like a fool who built his house on sand.
 The rain fell, the floods came,
 and the winds blew and buffeted the house.
 And it collapsed and was completely ruined."

When Jesus finished these words,
 the crowds were astonished at his teaching,
 for he taught them as one having authority,
 and not as their scribes.


Reflection
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Wednesday (September 17):  How Shall I Compare This Generation?Meditation: What do childrens' games have to do with the kingdom of God? Games are the favorite pastime of children who play until their energy is spent. The more interaction the merrier the game. The children in Jesus' parable react with disappointment because they cannot convince others to join in their musical play. They complain that when they make merry music such as played at weddings, no one dances or sings along - and when they play mournful tunes for sad occasions such as funerals, it is the same dead response. This refrain echoes the words of Ecclesiastes 3:4, there is a time to weep and a time to laugh; a time to mourn and a time to dance . Both joyful and sad occasions - such as the birth of a child and the homecoming of a hero or the loss of a loved one or the destruction of a community or nation - demand a response. To show indifference, lack of support, or disdain is unfitting and unkind.

Spiritual indifference and deaf ears can block God's word for us
Jesus' message of the kingdom of God is a proclamation of good news that produces great joy and hope for those who will listen - but it is also a warning of disaster for those who refuse to accept God's gracious offer. Why did the message of John the Baptist and the message of Jesus meet with resistance and deaf ears? It was out of jealously and spiritual blindness that the scribes and Pharisees attributed John the Baptist's austerities to the devil and they attributed Jesus' table fellowship as evidence for pretending to be the Messiah. They succeeded in frustrating God's plan for their lives because they had closed their hearts to the message of John the Baptist and now they close their ears to Jesus, God's anointed Son sent to redeem us from bondage to sin and death.

Those who hunger for God will be satisfied
What can make us spiritually dull and slow to hear God's voice? Like the generation of Jesus' time, our age is marked by indifference and contempt, especially in regards to the message of God's kingdom. Indifference dulls our ears to God's voice and to the good news of the Gospel. Only the humble of heart who are hungry for God can find true joy and happiness. Do you listen to God's word with expectant faith and the willingness to trust and obey?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, open my ears to hear the good news of your kingdom and set my heart free to love and serve you joyfully. May nothing keep me from following you with all my heart, mind, and strength.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 18, 2025

Thursday of the Twenty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

1 Timothy 4:12-16

Beloved:
 Let no one have contempt for your youth,
 but set an example for those who believe,
 in speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity.
 Until I arrive, attend to the reading, exhortation, and teaching.
 Do not neglect the gift you have,
 which was conferred on you through the prophetic word
 with the imposition of hands by the presbyterate.
 Be diligent in these matters, be absorbed in them,
 so that your progress may be evident to everyone.
 Attend to yourself and to your teaching;
 persevere in both tasks,
 for by doing so you will save
 both yourself and those who listen to you.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 111:7-8, 9, 10

R.(2) How great are the works of the Lord!

The works of his hands are faithful and just;
 sure are all his precepts,
 Reliable forever and ever,
 wrought in truth and equity.

R. How great are the works of the Lord!

He has sent deliverance to his people;
 he has ratified his covenant forever;
 holy and awesome is his name.

R. How great are the works of the Lord!

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
 prudent are all who live by it.
 His praise endures forever.

R. How great are the works of the Lord!

Alleluia

Matthew 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 7:36-50

A certain Pharisee invited Jesus to dine with him,
 and he entered the Pharisee's house and reclined at table.
 Now there was a sinful woman in the city
 who learned that he was at table in the house of the Pharisee.
 Bringing an alabaster flask of ointment,
 she stood behind him at his feet weeping
 and began to bathe his feet with her tears.
 Then she wiped them with her hair,
 kissed them, and anointed them with the ointment.
 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this he said to himself,
 "If this man were a prophet,
 he would know who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him,
 that she is a sinner."
 Jesus said to him in reply,
 "Simon, I have something to say to you."
 "Tell me, teacher," he said.
 "Two people were in debt to a certain creditor;
 one owed five hundred days' wages and the other owed fifty.
 Since they were unable to repay the debt, he forgave it for both.
 Which of them will love him more?"
 Simon said in reply,
 "The one, I suppose, whose larger debt was forgiven."
 He said to him, "You have judged rightly."
 Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon,
 "Do you see this woman?
 When I entered your house, you did not give me water for my feet,
 but she has bathed them with her tears
 and wiped them with her hair.
 You did not give me a kiss,
 but she has not ceased kissing my feet since the time I entered.
 You did not anoint my head with oil,
 but she anointed my feet with ointment.
 So I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven;
 hence, she has shown great love.
 But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little."
 He said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."
 The others at table said to themselves,
 "Who is this who even forgives sins?"
 But he said to the woman,
 "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."


Reflection
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Thursday (September 18):  Which Will Love Him More?Meditation: What fuels the love that surpasses all other loves? Unbounding gratitude for sure! No one who met Jesus could do so with indifference. They were either attracted to him or repelled by him. Why did a Pharisee invite Jesus to his house for dinner and then treat him discourteously by neglecting to give him the customary signs of respect and honor? [This account has some similarities to the account of Simon the leper in Matthew 26:6-13 and Mark 14:3, as well as the account in John 12:1-8.] Simon was very likely a collector of celebrities. He patronized Jesus because of his popularity with the crowds. Why did he criticize Jesus' compassionate treatment of a woman of ill repute - most likely a prostitute? The Pharisees shunned the company of public sinners and in so doing they neglected to give them the help they needed to find healing and wholeness.

The power of extravagant love and gratitude
Why did a woman with a bad reputation approach Jesus and anoint him with her tears and costly perfume at the risk of ridicule and abuse by others? The woman's action was motivated by one thing, and one thing only, namely, her love for Jesus - she loved greatly out of gratitude for the kindness and forgiveness she had received from Jesus. She did something a Jewish woman would never do in public. She loosened her hair and anointed Jesus with her tears. It was customary for a woman on her wedding day to bind her hair. For a married woman to loosen her hair in public was a sign of grave immodesty. This woman was oblivious to all around her, except for Jesus.

Love gives all - the best we have
She also did something which only love can do. She took the most precious thing she had and spent it all on Jesus. Her love was not calculated but extravagant. In a spirit of humility and heart-felt repentance, she lavishly served the one who showed her the mercy and kindness of God. Jesus, in his customary fashion, never lost the opportunity to draw a lesson from such a deed.

The debt of gratitude for mercy and forgiveness
Why did Jesus put the parable of the two debtors before his learned host, a religious Jew who was well versed in the Jewish Scriptures and who would have rigorously followed the letter of the Law of Moses? This parable is similar to the parable of the unforgiving official (see Matthew 18:23-35) in which the man who was forgiven much showed himself merciless and unforgiving. Jesus makes clear that great love springs from a heart forgiven and cleansed. Peter the Apostle tells us that "love covers a multitude of sins" (1 Peter 4:8). It was love that motivated the Father in heaven to send his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus, to offer up his life on the cross as the atoning sacrifice for our sins. The woman's lavish expression of love was an offering of gratitude for the great forgiveness, kindness, and mercy Jesus had shown to her.

The stark contrast of attitudes between Simon and the woman of ill-repute demonstrates how we can either accept or reject God's mercy and forgiveness. Simon, who regarded himself as an upright Pharisee, did not feel any particular need for pardon and mercy. His self-sufficiency kept him from acknowledging his need for God's grace - his gracious gift of favor, help, and mercy. Are you grateful for God's mercy and pardon?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your grace is sufficient for me. Fill my heart with love and gratitude for the mercy you have shown to me and give me joy and freedom to love and serve others with kindness and respect.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 19, 2025

Friday of the Twenty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

1 Timothy 6:2c-12

Beloved:
 Teach and urge these things.
 Whoever teaches something different
 and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ
 and the religious teaching
 is conceited, understanding nothing,
 and has a morbid disposition for arguments and verbal disputes.
 From these come envy, rivalry, insults, evil suspicions,
 and mutual friction among people with corrupted minds,
 who are deprived of the truth,
 supposing religion to be a means of gain.
 Indeed, religion with contentment is a great gain.
 For we brought nothing into the world,
 just as we shall not be able to take anything out of it.
 If we have food and clothing, we shall be content with that.
 Those who want to be rich are falling into temptation and into a trap
 and into many foolish and harmful desires,
 which plunge them into ruin and destruction.
 For the love of money is the root of all evils,
 and some people in their desire for it have strayed from the faith
 and have pierced themselves with many pains.

But you, man of God, avoid all this.
 Instead, pursue righteousness, devotion,
 faith, love, patience, and gentleness.
 Compete well for the faith.
 Lay hold of eternal life,
 to which you were called when you made the noble confession
 in the presence of many witnesses.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20

R. Blessed the poor in spirit; the Kingdom of heaven is theirs!

Why should I fear in evil days
 when my wicked ensnarers ring me round?
 They trust in their wealth;
 the abundance of their riches is their boast.

R. Blessed the poor in spirit; the Kingdom of heaven is theirs!

Yet in no way can a man redeem himself,
 or pay his own ransom to God;
 Too high is the price to redeem one's life; he would never have enough
 to remain alive always and not see destruction.

R. Blessed the poor in spirit; the Kingdom of heaven is theirs!

Fear not when a man grows rich,
 when the wealth of his house becomes great,
 For when he dies, he shall take none of it;
 his wealth shall not follow him down.

R. Blessed the poor in spirit; the Kingdom of heaven is theirs!

Though in his lifetime he counted himself blessed,
 "They will praise you for doing well for yourself,"
 He shall join the circle of his forebears
 who shall never more see light.

R. Blessed the poor in spirit; the Kingdom of heaven is theirs!

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 8:1-3

Jesus journeyed from one town and village to another,
 preaching and proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom of God.
 Accompanying him were the Twelve
 and some women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities,
 Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out,
 Joanna, the wife of Herod's steward Chuza,
 Susanna, and many others
 who provided for them out of their resources.

Optional Memorial of Saint Januarius, Bishop and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718, or the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

Hebrews 10:32-36

Brothers and sisters:
 Remember the days past when, after you had been enlightened,
 you endured a great contest of suffering.
 At times you were publicly exposed to abuse and affliction;
 at other times you associated yourselves with those so treated.
 You even joined in the sufferings of those in prison
 and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property,
 knowing that you had a better and lasting possession.
 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence;
 it will have great recompense.
 You need endurance to do the will of God and receive what he has promised.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those who sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Alleluia

James 1:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed is the man who perseveres in temptation,
 for when he has been proved he will receive the crown of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 12:24-26

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Amen, amen, I say to you,
 unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
 it remains just a grain of wheat;
 but if it dies, it produces much fruit.
 Whoever loves his life loses it,
 and whoever hates his life in this world
 will preserve it for eternal life.
 Whoever serves me must follow me,
 and where I am, there also will my servant be.
 The Father will honor whoever serves me."


Reflection
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Friday (September 19):  The Women Provided for JesusMeditation: Are you ready to serve the Lord Jesus and to support the work of the Gospel with your personal resources? During his three years of public ministry Jesus traveled widely. The Gospel records that a band of women accompanied Jesus and the twelve apostles. This was a diverse group of women; some came from rich and prominent families; some had been prostitutes, and others had been afflicted with mental and physical infirmities.

The women who served Jesus out of their own resources
We know that Mary Magdalene had lived a very troubled life before Jesus freed her from seven demons. She was privileged to be the first to see Jesus as the risen Lord. Joanna, who was the wife of King Herod's chief financial officer, was a wealthy lady of the court. It's unlikely that these two would have ever met under other circumstances. What brought them together and united them in a bond of friendship, service, and loyalty to Jesus? It was Jesus and his message of the kingdom of God that had transformed these women. Unlike the apostles, who took great pride in being the chosen twelve, these women did not seek position or demand special privileges. Jesus had touched them so deeply that they were grateful to do anything for him, even menial service. They brought their gifts and resources to Jesus to use as he saw fit.

Whose concerns do you put first - yours or others?
Are you more like the status-conscious apostles who were concerned for their position, or like the women who were content to serve Jesus quietly and generously with their personal resources? In our fallen state, our natural tendency is to want to be served and placed first and to avoid giving too much of ourselves to the service of others. And besides, who really prefers to take the lowly place of a servant who puts the needs of others before their own needs? Jesus is our best example who "came not to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom" for us (Matthew 20:28). The Gospel honors these women who imitated Jesus in his selfless sacrificial love and humble service.

Our privilege and joy is to serve the Lord Jesus
Our privilege as children of God and disciples of Jesus is to serve as Jesus served with humility, selfless love, generosity, joy, and a willingness to do whatever God asks of us. God, in his turn, gives us every good gift and grace we need to carry out our task and mission. God in his infinite power needs no one, but in his wisdom and love, he chooses to entrust his work through each one of us. His Holy Spirit equips us with all that we need to love and serve others. No one is unimportant or unnecessary in God's economy. The least in his kingdom find a home and a mission at Jesus' side. Do you know the joy of serving Jesus in company with others who love and serve him willingly?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, set my heart on fire for you that I may give freely of the gifts, talents, and resources you give me, for your sake and for the work of the Gospel.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 20, 2025

Memorial of Saint Andrew Kim Tae-gOn, Priest, and Paul ChOng Ha-sang, and Companions, Martyrs

Reading I

1 Timothy 6:13-16

Beloved:
 I charge you before God, who gives life to all things,
 and before Christ Jesus,
 who gave testimony under Pontius Pilate
 for the noble confession,
 to keep the commandment without stain or reproach
 until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ
 that the blessed and only ruler
 will make manifest at the proper time,
 the King of kings and Lord of lords,
 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light,
 and whom no human being has seen or can see.
 To him be honor and eternal power. Amen.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5

R. (2) Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

Sing joyfully to the LORD all you lands;
 serve the LORD with gladness;
 come before him with joyful song.

R. Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

Know that the LORD is God;
 he made us, his we are;
 his people, the flock he tends.

R. Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
 his courts with praise;
 Give thanks to him; bless his name.

R. Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

For he is good:
 the LORD, whose kindness endures forever,
 and his faithfulness, to all generations.

R. Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

Alleluia

See Luke 8:15

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart
 and yield a harvest through perseverance.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 8:4-15

When a large crowd gathered, with people from one town after another
 journeying to Jesus, he spoke in a parable. 
 “A sower went out to sow his seed.
 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path and was trampled,
 and the birds of the sky ate it up.
 Some seed fell on rocky ground, and when it grew,
 it withered for lack of moisture.
 Some seed fell among thorns,
 and the thorns grew with it and choked it.
 And some seed fell on good soil, and when it grew,
 it produced fruit a hundredfold.”
 After saying this, he called out,
 “Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear.”

Then his disciples asked him
 what the meaning of this parable might be.
 He answered,
 “Knowledge of the mysteries of the Kingdom of God
 has been granted to you;
 but to the rest, they are made known through parables
 so that they may look but not see, and hear but not understand.

“This is the meaning of the parable. 
 The seed is the word of God.
 Those on the path are the ones who have heard,
 but the Devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts
 that they may not believe and be saved.
 Those on rocky ground are the ones who, when they hear,
 receive the word with joy, but they have no root;
 they believe only for a time and fall away in time of temptation.
 As for the seed that fell among thorns,
 they are the ones who have heard, but as they go along,
 they are choked by the anxieties and riches and pleasures of life, 
 and they fail to produce mature fruit.
 But as for the seed that fell on rich soil,
 they are the ones who, when they have heard the word,
 embrace it with a generous and good heart,
 and bear fruit through perseverance.”

Memorial of Saint Andrew Kim Taegon, Priest and Martyr, and Saint Paul Chong Hasang, Catechist and Martyr, and their Companions, Martyrs

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718.



Reading 1

Wisdom 3:1-9

The souls of the just are in the hand of God,
 and no torment shall touch them.
 They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;
 and their passing away was thought an affliction
 and their going forth from us, utter destruction.
 But they are in peace.
 For if before men, indeed, they be punished,
 yet is their hope full of immortality;
 Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,
 because God tried them
 and found them worthy of himself.
 As gold in the furnace, he proved them,
 and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.
 In the time of their visitation they shall shine,
 and shall dart about as sparks through stubble;
 They shall judge nations and rule over peoples,
 and the LORD shall be their King forever.
 Those who trust in him shall understand truth,
 and the faithful shall abide with him in love:
 Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,
 and his care is with his elect.

Or
 Romans 8:31b-39

Brothers and sisters:
 If God is for us, who can be against us?
 He who did not spare his own Son
 but handed him over for us all,
 how will he not also give us everything else along with him?
 Who will bring a charge against God's chosen ones?
 It is God who acquits us.
 Who will condemn?
 It is Christ Jesus who died, rather, was raised,
 who also is at the right hand of God,
 who indeed intercedes for us.
 What will separate us from the love of Christ?
 Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
 or nakedness, or peril, or the sword?
 As it is written:

For your sake we are being slain all the day;
 we are looked upon as sheep to be slaughtered.

No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly
 through him who loved us.
 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
 nor angels, nor principalities,
 nor present things, nor future things,
 nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
 nor any other creature will be able to separate us
 from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those who sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Alleluia

1 Peter 4:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you,
 for the Spirit of God rests upon you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 9:23-26

Jesus said to all,
 "If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself
 and take up his cross daily and follow me.
 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
 but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.
 What profit is there for one to gain the whole world
 yet lose or forfeit himself?
 Whoever is ashamed of me and of my words,
 the Son of Man will be ashamed of when he comes in his glory
 and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels."


Reflection
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Saturday (September 20):  He Who Has Ears to Hear, Let Him HearMeditation: How good are you at listening, especially for the word of God? God is always ready to speak to each of us and to give us understanding of his word. Jesus' parable of the sower is aimed at the hearers of his word. There are different ways of accepting God's word and they produce different kinds of fruit accordingly. There is the prejudiced hearer who has a shut mind. Such a person is unteachable and blind to the things of God. Then there is the shallow hearer who fails to think things out or think them through; such a person lacks spiritual depth. They may initially respond with an emotional fervor; but when it wears off their mind wanders to something else.

Does God's word for you go in one ear and out the other?
Another type of hearer is the person who has many interests and cares, but who lacks the ability to hear and understand what is truly important. Such a person is for ever too busy to pray and to listen and reflect on God's word because he or she allows other things to occupy their mind and heart. Whose voice or message gets the most attention from you - the voice of the world with its many distractions or the voice of God who wishes to speak his word of love and truth with you each and every day?

A receptive heart and mind that listens attentively
Jesus compares the third type of hearer with the good soil that is ready to receive the seed of his word so it can take root and grow, and produce good fruit. A receptive heart and open mind are always ready to hear what God wants to teach us through his word. The "ears of their heart" and the "eyes of their mind" search out the meaning of God's word for them so that it may grow and produce good fruit in their lives. They hear with a listening ear and teachable spirit (Isaiah 50:4-5) that wants to learn and understand the intention of God's word for them. They strive to tune out the noise and distractions of the world around them so they can give their attention to God's word and find nourishment in it. They listen in order to understand.

God's word has power to change and transform each one of us if we receive it with trust (a believing heart) and allow it to take root in our inner being (the depths of our heart, mind, and soul). God's word is our daily food to nourish and strengthen us on our journey of faith to his everlasting kingdom. Do you hunger for God's word?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, faith in your word is the way to wisdom, and to ponder your divine plan is to grow in the truth. Open my eyes to your deeds, and my ears to the sound of your call, that I may understand your will for my life and live according to it.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 21, 2025

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Amos 8:4-7

Hear this, you who trample upon the needy
 and destroy the poor of the land!
 "When will the new moon be over," you ask,
 "that we may sell our grain,
 and the sabbath, that we may display the wheat?
 We will diminish the ephah,
 add to the shekel,
 and fix our scales for cheating!
 We will buy the lowly for silver,
 and the poor for a pair of sandals;
 even the refuse of the wheat we will sell!"
 The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
 Never will I forget a thing they have done!

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8

R. (cf. 1a, 7b) Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Praise, you servants of the LORD,
 praise the name of the LORD.
 Blessed be the name of the LORD
 both now and forever.

R. Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

High above all nations is the LORD;
 above the heavens is his glory.
 Who is like the LORD, our God, who is enthroned on high
 and looks upon the heavens and the earth below?

R. Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He raises up the lowly from the dust;
 from the dunghill he lifts up the poor
 to seat them with princes,
 with the princes of his own people.

R. Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Reading 2

1 Timothy 2:1-8

Beloved:
 First of all, I ask that supplications, prayers,
 petitions, and thanksgivings be offered for everyone,
 for kings and for all in authority,
 that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life
 in all devotion and dignity.
 This is good and pleasing to God our savior,
 who wills everyone to be saved
 and to come to knowledge of the truth.
 For there is one God.
 There is also one mediator between God and men,
 the man Christ Jesus,
 who gave himself as ransom for all.
 This was the testimony at the proper time.
 For this I was appointed preacher and apostle
 — I am speaking the truth, I am not lying —,
 teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

It is my wish, then, that in every place the men should pray,
 lifting up holy hands, without anger or argument.

Alleluia

Cf. 2 Corinthians 8:9

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Though our Lord Jesus Christ was rich, he became poor,
 so that by his poverty you might become rich.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 16:1-13

Jesus said to his disciples,
 "A rich man had a steward
 who was reported to him for squandering his property.
 He summoned him and said,
 'What is this I hear about you?
 Prepare a full account of your stewardship,
 because you can no longer be my steward.'
 The steward said to himself, 'What shall I do,
 now that my master is taking the position of steward away from me?
 I am not strong enough to dig and I am ashamed to beg.
 I know what I shall do so that,
 when I am removed from the stewardship,
 they may welcome me into their homes.'
 He called in his master's debtors one by one.
 To the first he said,
 'How much do you owe my master?'
 He replied, 'One hundred measures of olive oil.'
 He said to him, 'Here is your promissory note.
 Sit down and quickly write one for fifty.'
 Then to another the steward said, 'And you, how much do you owe?'
 He replied, 'One hundred kors of wheat.'
 The steward said to him, 'Here is your promissory note;
 write one for eighty.'
 And the master commended that dishonest steward for acting prudently.

"For the children of this world
 are more prudent in dealing with their own generation
 than are the children of light.
 I tell you, make friends for yourselves with dishonest wealth,
 so that when it fails, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.
 The person who is trustworthy in very small matters
 is also trustworthy in great ones;
 and the person who is dishonest in very small matters
 is also dishonest in great ones.
 If, therefore, you are not trustworthy with dishonest wealth,
 who will trust you with true wealth?
 If you are not trustworthy with what belongs to another,
 who will give you what is yours?
 No servant can serve two masters.
 He will either hate one and love the other,
 or be devoted to one and despise the other.
 You cannot serve both God and mammon."

Or
 Luke 16:10-13

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "The person who is trustworthy in very small matters
 is also trustworthy in great ones;
 and the person who is dishonest in very small matters
 is also dishonest in great ones.
 If, therefore, you are not trustworthy with dishonest wealth,
 who will trust you with true wealth?
 If you are not trustworthy with what belongs to another,
 who will give you what is yours?
 No servant can serve two masters.
 He will either hate one and love the other,
 or be devoted to one and despise the other.
 You cannot serve both God and mammon."


Reflection
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle C 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Amos 8:4-7 

 
 Amos was the earliest of the written prophets. He was born in Tekoa, near Bethlehem, probably around the beginning of the 8th century B.C. This was before the fall of the kingdom of Israel. While he was shepherding his flock he was called by God to prophesy in the northern kingdom. Amos makes it quite clear in his book that Gods choice of him was quite unmerited, because he was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet. He ministered in the reign of Jeroboam II (783-743 B.C.), using as his base the schismatic shrine at Bethel. He was a contemporary of Hosea. At that time the northern kingdom, thanks to its conquests, was enjoying a period of great prosperity, but there were sharp contrasts between rich and poor and many instances of inequality and injustice: the spirit of true religion was difficult to find. Amos, a deeply religious man, zealous for Gods glory, condemns dissolute city life, social injustice and insincerity of religious worship. He exposes those who exploit the poor and upbraids judges for their venality. The book is a hymn to Gods omnipotence and to the permanence of the covenant. It is full of rich imagery and vivid parables based on the pastoral and rural life with which Amos was so familiar. Through this he passes on Gods message; if the people do not change their ways they will soon be punished by Yahweh: the kingdom will collapse and the inhabitants will be sent into exile. This is the last chance God will give them to avoid this outcome. In spite of all the criticism the prophet levels at his people, there is still, as always, a shaft of hope; in the context of the repentance to which he calls them, he speaks of future salvation for the remnant of Joseph who with the remnant of Judah will experience the grace of messianic restoration. 4    Hear this, you who trample upon the needy and destroy the poor of the land! 5 When will the new moon be over, you ask, Numbers 28:11-15 prescribes that on the first day of each new lunar month a holocaust should be offered consisting of two bulls, a ram, and seven lambs, as well as other offerings and libations; a goat was also to be offered, as a sacrifice for sin. This celebration of the first day of the new moon is ancient in origin. Like the Sabbath, it was a day of rest when no business was transacted. It continued to be a festive day to the end of Old Testament times and even into the New Testament period (see Colossians 2:16). that we may sell our grain, and the sabbath, that we may display the wheat? 1    Also a day of reverence and rest (the 3rd commandment). Failure to observe the Sabbath was punishable by death (Exodus 31:14-15). Failure to participate in Sunday Mass is a mortal sin – it kills the soul if not confessed and forgiven. The Israelites wait impatiently for the termination of the holy days so that they can engage in lucrative business practice. The plutocratic landlords would cheat and oppress the poor. We will diminish the ephah, A dry measure equal to slightly more than a bushel. Law forbade Israelite merchants to make use of a dishonest ephah measure (Leviticus 19:36; Deuteronomy 25:14-15). add to the shekel, A conventionally established unit of weight (about 2/5th ounce) and fix our scales for cheating! The excavation of Tizah, the earlier capital of Israel, has brought to light the use of several sets of weights. 6    We will buy the lowly man for silver, and the poor man for a pair of sandals; even the refuse of the wheat we will sell! The merchants are so greedy that they sell what should be discarded. 7    The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: This may be a synonym for Yahweh Himself. Never will I forget a thing they have done! 

 

2nd Reading - 1 Timothy 2:1-8 

 
 Last week we heard St. Paul advising Timothy about false teachers and the damage they were doing. Today we hear him advise about public prayer. 2:1 First of all, then, I ask that supplications, prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings be offered for everyone, Every human being is to be included in the intercessory and thanksgiving prayer intentions of the community. 2    2    for kings and for all in authority, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all devotion and dignity. Like the Jews, Christians did not participate in civic worship of the gods and so were suspect. In part to offset that suspicion both groups made it clear that they did pray for the welfare of the emperor and other civic authorities. In Romans 13:1-7 we are told to be obedient to the civil authorities and are reminded that these authorities are established by God. Here the prayer is not out of a concern for patriotism but out of a desire that the authorities might allow the Christians to lead a peaceful and quiet life and that the authorities might come to a clear knowledge of the truth. 3    This is good and pleasing to God our savior, 4 who wills everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth. Is God not good to all, then? He is certainly good to all, because He is the Savior of all, especially the faithful. And so the Lord Jesus came that He might save what was lost (Luke 19:10); he came, indeed, to take away the sin of the world (John 1:29) to heal our wounds. But not all desire the remedy, and many avoid it... He heals those that are willing and does not compel the unwilling. [Saint Ambrose of Milan (ca. A.D. 350), The Prayer of Job and David 2,4] 5    For there is one God. If God is one, He must be concerned with all peoples, not just with this or that group or nation. There is also one mediator between God and the human race, Christ Jesus, The repetition of the word one links Christ with God. This does not mean that we should not pray for one another, or that those who have gone before us cannot intercede for us. We hear from Jesus own lips in the story of Lazarus and the Rich Man (Luke 16:19-31, our 

 

Gospel - Luke 16:1-13 

 
 Having heard last week the three parables of mercy (the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the prodigal son), this week we continue with Jesus teaching through the use of parables. We now hear the first parable about riches (sharing with the needy). 16:1 Then he [Jesus] also said to his disciples, A rich man had a steward The rich man was an absentee landlord. The steward was usually a slave born in the household and possessed great authority and full responsibility. Like the tax collector, the steward must show a profit for his master, but he could also procure personal benefits by 4    means of adroit loans and extravagant interest. The legal system presupposed by this parable is a widely attested one and is contrary to the Old Testament ban of usury. The steward was authorized to make binding contracts for his master. The usurious interest would not be listed separately in the contract, but would be included in the one lump sum mentioned in the contract. Fifty bushels of wheat at 100% interest would be shown as a debt of 100 bushels in the contract. who was reported to him for squandering his property. Losing the property. The owner has believed the charges brought against the steward. 2    He summoned him and said, What is this I hear about you? Prepare a full account of your stewardship, because you can no longer be my steward. 3 The steward said to himself, What shall I do, now that my master is taking the position of steward away from me? I am not strong enough to dig and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I know what I shall do so that, when I am removed from the stewardship, they may welcome me into their homes. This is Aorist Greek. The full meaning is I have known all along what I shall do in a case like this. 5    He called in his masters debtors one by one. Although he, as steward, has made the contracts, they are the debtors of the landlord. To the first he said, How much do you owe my master? 6 He replied, One hundred measures of olive oil. At least 900 gallons – the yield of about 146 olive trees He said to him, Here is your promissory note. Sit down and quickly write one for fifty. 7 Then to another he said, And you, how much do you owe? He replied, One hundred kors of wheat. 100    kors is at least 1,100 bushels; the yield of about 100 acres. He said to him, Here is your promissory note; write one for eighty. 8 And the master commended that dishonest steward The devious employee had endangered his masters security or wealth. What the steward probably did was to cancel the excessive interest he had required for his own personal profit. for acting prudently. 5    He took decisive steps in the time of crisis, knowing what to do ahead of time. For the children of this world are more prudent in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. The steward represents the enthusiastic response which people of this age show in their dealings with one another and contrasts sharply with the lackluster response of the disciples to Jesus kingdom. 9    I tell you, make friends for yourselves with dishonest wealth, Literally mammon of iniquity. Mammon is the Greek transliteration of the Aramaic or Hebrew word that is usually explained as meaning Athat in which one trusts.@ Use prudently the wealth that you have, in order to ensure your status within the final age; remember that wealth tends to lend men to dishonesty. so that when it fails, When earthly goods fail, you will be welcomed into the everlasting tents of the Kingdom of God. Some Greek texts and the Vulgate read when you fail rather than when it fails you. you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 10 The person who is trustworthy in very small matters is also trustworthy in great ones; and the person who is dishonest in very small matters is also dishonest in great ones. 11 If, therefore, you are not trustworthy with dishonest wealth, who will trust you with true wealth? The Christian must make a prudent, restrained use of earthly goods. 12    If you are not trustworthy with what belongs to another, who will give you what is yours? 13 No servant can serve two masters. One must set their eyes on God and not on something else. He will either hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. The disciple must give exclusive loyalty to God or succumb to the enslavement of money (earthly things, mammon), and one is loyal to God by sharing what they have with others; especially those in want. 
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Sunday (September 21):  Who Will Entrust to You the True Riches?Meditation: What does wealth and riches have to do with the kingdom of God? Jesus seemed to praise a steward (a manager entrusted with his master's goods) who misused his wealthy employer's money. What did the steward do that made Jesus praise him? The steward was responsible for managing his wealthy landowner's property. The steward very likely overcharged his master's tenants for their use of the land and kept more than his fair share of the profit. When the landowner discovered the steward's dishonest practice he immediately removed him from his job, leaving him penniless and ashamed to beg or do manual work.

The necessity of prudent foresight to avert disaster
Before news of his dismissal became public knowledge, the shrewd steward struck a deal with his master's debtors. In discounting their debts he probably was giving up his generous commission. Such a deal won him great favor with the debtors. Since the steward acted as the landowner's agent, such a deal made his master look very generous and forgiving towards those who owned him money. Surely everyone would praise such a generous landowner as the town hero! Since the master could not undo the steward's cancellation of the debts without losing face and making his debtors resent him, he praised the steward for outwitting him and making him appear as a generous and merciful landowner.

Generous giving is rewarded with treasure that lasts forever
What's the point of Jesus' parable? Jesus did not praise the steward for his dishonest behavior but for his shrewd foresight in relieving the debts of others who he believed would, in turn, treat him as a friend and show him mercy, kindness, and generosity in his time of need and great want. Jesus immediately followed this parable with an exhortation to his followers to make use of the world's material goods, including "tainted money" ( which in Hebrew means "unrighteous mammon"), to relieve those who are indebted to us for the material and physical help we give them in their time of need and want. In the Scriptures generous giving is connected with alms giving - the sharing of our financial and material resources with those in need ( Luke 12:33 ). Those who receive alms become your friends because you are merciful to them in their time of need. And God who sees all, rewards those who are generous in helping others.

Generous giving will be repaid in kind. Augustine of Hippo reminds us that we are all beggars of God.
"Even though you possess plenty, you are still poor. You abound in temporal possessions, but you need things eternal. You listen to the needs of a human beggar, you yourself are a beggar of God. What you do with those who beg from you is what God will do with his beggar. You are filled and you are empty. Fill your neighbor from your fullness, so that your emptiness may be filled from God's fullness" (Sermon 56, 9).

Paul the Apostle reminds us, "We brought nothing into this world and we cannot take anything out of this world" (1 Timothy 6:7). The Lord Jesus wants us to make good use of all the resources that he gives us and that come into our possession. Our life is short - but how we invest in this present life will determine our future in the age to come when the Lord Jesus will raise our mortal bodies to immortality and give to each what he or she has sown in this present life.

The rabbis had a saying, "The rich help the poor in this world, but the poor help the rich in the world to come." Ambrose, a 4th century bishop commenting on the parable of the rich fool who tore down his barns to build bigger ones to store his goods. said: The bosoms of the poor, the houses of widows, the mouths of children are the barns which last forever. The true treasure which lasts is the treasure stored up for us in heaven. God richly rewards those who give generously from the heart to help those in need.

True generosity does not impoverish - but enriches the giver
What is the enemy of generosity? It's greed, the excessive desire for personal gain and security. However, we do not need to be afraid for true generosity does not impoverish the giver, but enriches that person a hundredfold! Generosity expands the soul - but greed contracts it. God is generous and superabundant in lavishing his gifts upon us. We can never outmatch God in generosity. He has given us the best of gifts in sending us his only-begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who offered up his life for us on the cross. The Father also offers us the gift of the Holy Spirit who fills us with the fruit of peace, joy, patience, kindness, love, and self-control (Galatians 5:22) - and many other blessings as well. Everything we have is an outright gift of God. Do you know the joy and freedom of blessing others with the gifts and resources God has given to you?

What controls or rules your life?
Jesus concludes his parable with a lesson on what controls or rules our lives. Who is the master (or ruler) in charge of your life? Our "master" is that which governs our thought-life, shapes our ideals, and controls the desires of the heart and the values we choose to live by. We can be ruled by many different things - the love of money or possessions, the power of position, the glamor of wealth and prestige, the driving force of unruly passions and addictions. Ultimately the choice boils down to two: God and "mammon". What is mammon? "Mammon" stands for "material wealth or possessions" or whatever tends to "control our appetites and desires."

When a number of the religious leaders heard Jesus' parable they reacted with scorn (Luke 16:14). Jesus spoke to the condition of their hearts - they were lovers of money (Luke 16:14). Love of money and wealth crowd out love of God and love of neighbor. Jesus makes clear that our heart must either be possessed by God's love or our heart will be possessed by the love of something else.

The Lord alone can satisfy our desires and give us generous hearts
There is one Master alone who has the power to set us free from greed and possessiveness. That Master is the Lord Jesus Christ who died to set us free and who rose to give us new abundant life. The Lord Jesus invites us to make him the Master and Lord of our lives. He alone can satisfy the desires of our heart and transform us in his love through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Our money, time, and possessions are precious resources and gifts from God. We can guard them jealously for ourselves alone or allow the love of the Lord to guide us in making good use of them for the benefit of others - especially those in need - and for the work of the Lord in advancing his kingdom. Ask the Lord to fill your heart with a spirit of generosity and joy in sharing what you have with others.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, all that I have is a gift from you. May I love you freely and generously with all that I possess. Help me to be a wise and faithful steward of the resources you put at my disposal, including the use of my time, money, and possessions.
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September 22, 2025

Monday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Ezra 1:1-6

In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia,
 in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah,
 the LORD inspired King Cyrus of Persia
 to issue this proclamation throughout his kingdom,
 both by word of mouth and in writing:
 "Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia:
 'All the kingdoms of the earth
 the LORD, the God of heaven, has given to me,
 and he has also charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem,
 which is in Judah.
 Therefore, whoever among you belongs to any part of his people,
 let him go up, and may his God be with him!
 Let everyone who has survived, in whatever place he may have dwelt,
 be assisted by the people of that place
 with silver, gold, goods, and cattle,
 together with free-will offerings
 for the house of God in Jerusalem.'"

Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin
 and the priests and Levites–
 everyone, that is, whom God had inspired to do so–
 prepared to go up to build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem.
 All their neighbors gave them help in every way,
 with silver, gold, goods, and cattle,
 and with many precious gifts
 besides all their free-will offerings.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6

R. (3) The Lord has done marvels for us.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. The Lord has done marvels for us.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. The Lord has done marvels for us.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those that sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. The Lord has done marvels for us.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. The Lord has done marvels for us.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Let your light shine before others,
 that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 8:16-18

Jesus said to the crowd:
 "No one who lights a lamp conceals it with a vessel
 or sets it under a bed;
 rather, he places it on a lampstand
 so that those who enter may see the light.
 For there is nothing hidden that will not become visible,
 and nothing secret that will not be known and come to light.
 Take care, then, how you hear.
 To anyone who has, more will be given,
 and from the one who has not,
 even what he seems to have will be taken away."

Reflection
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Monday (September 22):  Every Secret Shall Come to LightMeditation: What does the image of light and a lamp tell us about God's kingdom? Lamps in the ancient world served a vital function, much like they do today. They enable people to see and work in the dark and to avoid stumbling. The Jews also understood "light" as an expression of the inner beauty, truth, and goodness of God. In his light we see light ( Psalm 36:9). His word is a lamp that guides our steps (Psalm 119:105).

God's light frees us from the blindness of sin so we can walk in truth and goodness
God's grace not only illumines the darkness in our lives, it also fills us with spiritual light, joy, and peace. Jesus used the image of a lamp to describe how his disciples are to live in the light of his truth and love. Just as natural light illumines the darkness and enables one to see visually, so the light of Christ shines in the hearts of believers and enables us to see the heavenly reality of God's kingdom. In fact, our mission is to be light-bearers of Christ so that others may see the truth of the Gospel - the good news of Jesus Christ - and be freed from the blindness of sin, ignorance, and deception.

Live in the light of God's truth, beauty, and goodness
Jesus remarks that nothing can remain hidden or secret (Luke 8:17). We can try to hide things from others, from ourselves, and from God. How tempting to shut our eyes from the consequences of our sinful ways and bad habits, even when we know what those consequences are. And how tempting to hide them from others and even from God. But, nonetheless, everything is known to God who sees all. There is great freedom and joy for those who live in God's light and who seek his truth. Those who listen to God and heed his voice will receive more from him - abundance of wisdom, guidance, peace, and blessing. Do you know the joy and freedom of living in God's light?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you guide me by the light of your saving truth. Fill my heart and mind with your light and truth and free me from the blindness of sin and deception that I may see your ways clearly and understand your will for my life. May I radiate your light and truth in word and deed to those around me.
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September 23, 2025

Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest

Reading 1

Ezra 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20

King Darius issued an order to the officials
 of West-of-Euphrates:
 "Let the governor and the elders of the Jews
 continue the work on that house of God;
 they are to rebuild it on its former site.
 I also issue this decree
 concerning your dealing with these elders of the Jews
 in the rebuilding of that house of God:
 From the royal revenue, the taxes of West-of-Euphrates,
 let these men be repaid for their expenses, in full and without delay.
 I, Darius, have issued this decree;
 let it be carefully executed."

The elders of the Jews continued to make progress in the building,
 supported by the message of the prophets,
 Haggai and Zechariah, son of Iddo.
 They finished the building according to the command
 of the God of Israel
 and the decrees of Cyrus and Darius
 and of Artaxerxes, king of Persia.
 They completed this house on the third day of the month Adar,
 in the sixth year of the reign of King Darius.
 The children of Israel–priests, Levites,
 and the other returned exiles–
 celebrated the dedication of this house of God with joy.
 For the dedication of this house of God,
 they offered one hundred bulls,
 two hundred rams, and four hundred lambs,
 together with twelve he-goats as a sin-offering for all Israel,
 in keeping with the number of the tribes of Israel.
 Finally, they set up the priests in their classes
 and the Levites in their divisions
 for the service of God in Jerusalem,
 as is prescribed in the book of Moses.

The exiles kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month.
 The Levites, every one of whom had purified himself for the occasion,
 sacrificed the Passover for the rest of the exiles,
 for their brethren the priests, and for themselves.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5

R. (1) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

I rejoiced because they said to me,
 "We will go up to the house of the LORD."
 And now we have set foot
 within your gates, O Jerusalem.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

Jerusalem, built as a city
 with compact unity.
 To it the tribes go up,
 the tribes of the LORD.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

According to the decree for Israel,
 to give thanks to the name of the LORD.
 In it are set up judgment seats,
 seats for the house of David.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

Alleluia

Luke 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are those who hear the word of God
 and observe it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 8:19-21

The mother of Jesus and his brothers came to him
 but were unable to join him because of the crowd.
 He was told, "Your mother and your brothers are standing outside
 and they wish to see you."
 He said to them in reply, "My mother and my brothers
 are those who hear the word of God and act on it."

Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors (#719-724), or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious (#737-742).



Reading 1

Galatians 2:19-20

Brothers and sisters:
 Through the law I died to the law,
 that I might live for God.
 I have been crucified with Christ;
 yet I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in me;
 insofar as I now live in the flesh,
 I live by faith in the Son of God
 who has loved me and given himself up for me.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5

R. (1) Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Blessed are you who fear the LORD,
 who walk in his ways!
 For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
 blessed shall you be, and favored.

R. (1) Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine
 in the recesses of your home;
 Your children like olive plants
 around your table.

R. (1) Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Behold, thus is the man blessed
 who fears the LORD.
 The LORD bless you from Zion:
 may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
 all the days of your life.

R. (1) Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Alleluia

Luke 21:36

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Be vigilant at all times
 and pray that you may have the strength to stand before the Son of Man.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 16:24-27

Jesus said to his disciples,
 "Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself,
 take up his cross, and follow me.
 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
 but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
 What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world
 and forfeit his life?
 Or what can one give in exchange for his life?
 For the Son of Man will come with his angels in his Father's glory,
 and then he will repay each one according to his conduct."

Reflection
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Tuesday (September 23):  Hear the Word of God and Do ItMeditation: Who do you love and cherish the most? God did not intend for us to be alone, but to be with others. He gives us many opportunities for developing relationships with family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers. Why does Jesus seem to ignore his own relatives when they pressed to see him? His love and respect for his mother and his relatives is unquestionable. Jesus never lost an opportunity to teach his disciples a spiritual lesson and truth about the kingdom of God. On this occasion when many gathered to hear Jesus he pointed to another higher reality of relationships, namely our relationship with God and with those who belong to God.

What is the essence of being a Christian? It is certainly more than doctrine, precepts, and commandments. It is first and foremost a relationship - a relationship of trust, affection, commitment, loyalty, faithfulness, kindness, thoughtfulness, compassion, mercy, helpfulness, encouragement, support, strength, protection, and so many other qualities that bind people together in mutual love and unity.

God seeks a personal intimate relationship with each one of us
God offers us the greatest of relationships - union of heart, mind, and spirit with himself, the very author and source of love (1 John 4:8,16). God's love never fails, never forgets, never compromises, never lies, never lets us down nor disappoints us. His love is consistent, unwavering, unconditional, unrelenting and unstoppable. There is no end to his love. Nothing in this world can make him leave us, ignore us, or withhold from us his merciful love and care (Romans 8:31-39). He will love us no matter what. It is his nature to love. That is why he created us - to be united with him and to share in his love (1 John 3:1).

God is a trinity of divine persons - one in being with the eternal Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - and a community of undivided love. God made us in his image and likeness (Genesis 1:26,27) to be a people who are free to choose what is good, loving, and just and to reject whatever is false and contrary to his love and righteousness (moral goodness). That is why Jesus challenged his followers, and even his own earthly relatives, to recognize that God is the true source of all relationships. God wants all of our relationships to be rooted in his love and goodness.

The heavenly Father's offer of friendship and adoption
Jesus Christ is God's love incarnate - God's love made visible in human flesh (1 John 4:9-10). That is why Jesus describes himself as the good shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep and the shepherd who seeks out the sheep who have strayed and lost their way. God is like the father who yearns for his prodigal son to return home and then throws a great party for his son when he has a change of heart and comes back (Luke 15:11-32).

Jesus offered up his life on the cross for our sake, so that we could be forgiven and restored to unity and friendship with God. It is through Jesus that we become the adopted children of God - his own sons and daughters. That is why Jesus told his disciples that they would have many new friends and family relationships in his kingdom. Whoever does the will of God is a friend of God and a member of his family - his sons and daughters who have been ransomed by the precious blood of Jesus Christ.

Through Jesus Christ we become brothers and sisters - members of God's family
Lucian of Antioch (240-312 AD), an early Christian martyr once said that "a Christian's only relatives are the saints"- namely those who have been redeemed by the blood of Christ and adopted as sons and daughters of God. Those who have been baptized into Jesus Christ and who live as his disciples enter into a new family, a family of "saints" here on earth and in heaven. Jesus changes the order of relationships and shows that true kinship is not just a matter of flesh and blood.

Our adoption as sons and daughters of God transforms all of our relationships and requires a new order of loyalty to God first and to his kingdom of righteousness and peace. Do you want to grow in love and friendship? Allow the Holy Spirit to transform your heart, mind, and will to enable you to love freely and generously as God has loved you.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, you are the source of all true friendship and love. In all my relationships, may your love be my constant guide for choosing what is good and for rejecting what is contrary to your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


September 24, 2025

Wednesday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Ezra 9:5-9

At the time of the evening sacrifice, I, Ezra, rose in my wretchedness,
 and with cloak and mantle torn I fell on my knees,
 stretching out my hands to the LORD, my God.

I said: “My God, I am too ashamed and confounded to raise my face to you,
 O my God, for our wicked deeds are heaped up above our heads
 and our guilt reaches up to heaven.
 From the time of our fathers even to this day
 great has been our guilt,
 and for our wicked deeds we have been delivered up,
 we and our kings and our priests,
 to the will of the kings of foreign lands,
 to the sword, to captivity, to pillage, and to disgrace,
 as is the case today.

“And now, but a short time ago, mercy came to us from the LORD, our God,
 who left us a remnant and gave us a stake in his holy place;
 thus our God has brightened our eyes
 and given us relief in our servitude.
 For slaves we are, but in our servitude our God has not abandoned us;
 rather, he has turned the good will
 of the kings of Persia toward us.
 Thus he has given us new life
 to raise again the house of our God and restore its ruins,
 and has granted us a fence in Judah and Jerusalem.”

Responsorial Psalm

Tobit 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8

R. (1b) Blessed be God, who lives for ever.

He scourges and then has mercy;
 he casts down to the depths of the nether world,
 and he brings up from the great abyss.
 No one can escape his hand.

R. Blessed be God, who lives for ever.

Praise him, you children of Israel, before the Gentiles,
 for though he has scattered you among them,
 he has shown you his greatness even there.

R. Blessed be God, who lives for ever.

So now consider what he has done for you,
 and praise him with full voice.
 Bless the Lord of righteousness,
 and exalt the King of ages.

R. Blessed be God, who lives for ever.

In the land of my exile I praise him
 and show his power and majesty to a sinful nation.

R. Blessed be God, who lives for ever.

Bless the Lord, all you his chosen ones,
 and may all of you praise his majesty.
 Celebrate days of gladness, and give him praise.

R. Blessed be God, who lives for ever.

Alleluia

Mark 1:15

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Kingdom of God is at hand;
 repent and believe in the Gospel.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 9:1-6

Jesus summoned the Twelve and gave them power and authority
 over all demons and to cure diseases,
 and he sent them to proclaim the Kingdom of God
 and to heal the sick.
 He said to them, “Take nothing for the journey,
 neither walking stick, nor sack, nor food, nor money,
 and let no one take a second tunic.
 Whatever house you enter, stay there and leave from there.
 And as for those who do not welcome you,
 when you leave that town,
 shake the dust from your feet in testimony against them.”
 Then they set out and went from village to village
 proclaiming the good news and curing diseases everywhere.


Reflection
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Wednesday (September 24):  Jesus Gave Them Authority over All Demons and DiseasesMeditation: What kind of power and authority does God want you to exercise in your personal life and service? God's word has power to change and transform our lives. Jesus gave his apostles both power and authority to speak and to act in his name - to cast out evil spirits, to heal, and to speak the word of God. When Jesus spoke of power and authority he did something unheard of. He wed power and authority with love and humility. The world and the flesh seek power for selfish gain. Jesus teaches us to use it for the good of our neighbor.

God gives power and strength to those who rely on him alone
Why does Jesus tell the apostles to travel light with little or no provision? Poverty of spirit frees us from greed and preoccupation with possessions and makes ample room for God's provision. The Lord wants his disciples to be dependent on him and not on themselves. He wills to work in and through each of us for his glory. Are you ready to handle the power and authority which God wishes you to exercise on his behalf? The Lord entrusts us with his gifts and talents. Are you eager to place yourself at his service, to do whatever he bids you, and to witness his truth and saving power to whomever he sends you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, make me a channel of your grace and healing love that others may find life and freedom in you. Free me from all other attachments that I may joyfully pursue the things of your heavenly kingdom. May I witness to others the joy of the Gospel both in word and deed.
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September 25, 2025

Thursday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Haggai 1:1-8

On the first day of the sixth month in the second year of King Darius,
 The word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai
 to the governor of Judah, Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel,
 and to the high priest Joshua, son of Jehozadak:

Thus says the LORD of hosts:
 This people says:
 "The time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD."
 (Then this word of the LORD came through Haggai, the prophet:)
 Is it time for you to dwell in your own paneled houses,
 while this house lies in ruins?

Now thus says the LORD of hosts:
 Consider your ways!
 You have sown much, but have brought in little;
 you have eaten, but have not been satisfied;
 You have drunk, but have not been exhilarated;
 have clothed yourselves, but not been warmed;
 And whoever earned wages
 earned them for a bag with holes in it.

Thus says the LORD of hosts:
 Consider your ways!
 Go up into the hill country;
 bring timber, and build the house
 That I may take pleasure in it
 and receive my glory, says the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b

R. (see 4a) The Lord takes delight in his people.

Sing to the LORD a new song
 of praise in the assembly of the faithful.
 Let Israel be glad in their maker,
 let the children of Zion rejoice in their king.

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.

Let them praise his name in the festive dance,
 let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.
 For the LORD loves his people,
 and he adorns the lowly with victory.

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.

Let the faithful exult in glory;
 let them sing for joy upon their couches;
 Let the high praises of God be in their throats.
 This is the glory of all his faithful. Alleluia.

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.

Alleluia

John 14:6

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the way and the truth and the life, says the Lord;
 no one comes to the Father except through me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 9:7-9

Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was happening,
 and he was greatly perplexed because some were saying,
 "John has been raised from the dead";
 others were saying, "Elijah has appeared";
 still others, "One of the ancient prophets has arisen."
 But Herod said, "John I beheaded.
 Who then is this about whom I hear such things?"
 And he kept trying to see him.

Reflection
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Thursday (September 25):  Suppressing Truth to Ease a Guilty ConscienceMeditation: Who do you most admire and want to be like? People with power, influence, fame, or wealth? Scripture warns us of such danger (see Proverbs 23:1-2). King Herod had respected and feared John the Baptist as a great prophet and servant of God. John, however did not fear to rebuke Herod for his adulterous affair with his brother's wife. Herod, however, was more of a people pleaser than a pleaser of God. Herod not only imprisoned John to silence him, but he also beheaded him simply to please his family and friends.

God's truth cannot be suppressed
Now when reports of Jesus' miracles and teaching reach Herod's court, Herod became very troubled in conscience. He thought that John the Baptist had risen from the dead! Herod sought to meet Jesus more out of curiosity and fear than out of a sincere desire to know God's will. He wanted to meet Jesus - not to follow him but to prevent him from troubling his conscience any further.

We can try to rid ourselves of guilt and sin by suppressing the truth or by ridding ourselves of anyone or anything that points us to the truth. No power on earth, however, can remove a guilty conscience or free us from slavery to sin - only God can set us free through the atoning sacrifice which his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ made for us on the cross.

Whose voice and message do you follow?
How can we find true peace with ourselves and with God? The Lord Jesus shows us the way. Jesus explained to his followers, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free" (John 8:31-32). Only Jesus can set us free. If we listen to his voice and obey his word, we will find true peace, joy, and freedom to live as sons and daughters of God.

Does God's word take priority in your daily life? Or do you allow other voices and messages to distract you or lead you astray. The Lord Jesus promises to be with us and to guide us continually if we will listen to his voice and obey his word.


Prayer: Heavenly Father, form in me the likeness of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and deepen his life within me that I may be like him in word and deed. Increase my eagerness to do your will and help me to grow in the knowledge of your love and truth.
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September 26, 2025

Friday of the Twenty-fifth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Haggai 2:1-9

In the second year of King Darius,
 on the twenty-first day of the seventh month,
 the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai:
 Tell this to the governor of Judah,
 Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel,
 and to the high priest Joshua, son of Jehozadak,
 and to the remnant of the people:

Who is left among you
 that saw this house in its former glory?
 And how do you see it now?
 Does it not seem like nothing in your eyes?
 But now take courage, Zerubbabel, says the LORD,
 and take courage, Joshua, high priest, son of Jehozadak,
 And take courage, all you people of the land,
 says the LORD, and work!
 For I am with you, says the LORD of hosts.
 This is the pact that I made with you
 when you came out of Egypt,
 And my spirit continues in your midst;
 do not fear!
 For thus says the LORD of hosts:
 One moment yet, a little while,
 and I will shake the heavens and the earth,
 the sea and the dry land.
 I will shake all the nations,
 and the treasures of all the nations will come in,
 And I will fill this house with glory,
 says the LORD of hosts.
 Mine is the silver and mine the gold,
 says the LORD of hosts.
 Greater will be the future glory of this house
 than the former, says the LORD of hosts;
 And in this place I will give you peace,
 says the LORD of hosts!

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 43:1, 2, 3, 4

R. (5) Hope in God; I will praise him, my savior and my God.

Do me justice, O God, and fight my fight
 against a faithless people;
 from the deceitful and impious man rescue me.

R. Hope in God; I will praise him, my savior and my God.

For you, O God, are my strength.
 Why do you keep me so far away?
 Why must I go about in mourning,
 with the enemy oppressing me?

R. Hope in God; I will praise him, my savior and my God.

Send forth your light and your fidelity;
 they shall lead me on
 And bring me to your holy mountain,
 to your dwellingplace.

R. Hope in God; I will praise him, my savior and my God.

Then will I go in to the altar of God,
 the God of my gladness and joy;
 Then will I give you thanks upon the harp,
 O God, my God!

R. Hope in God; I will praise him, my savior and my God.

Alleluia

Mark 10:45

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Son of Man came to serve
 and to give his life as a ransom for many.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 9:18-22

Once when Jesus was praying in solitude,
 and the disciples were with him,
 he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”
 They said in reply, “John the Baptist; others, Elijah;
 still others, ‘One of the ancient prophets has arisen.’”
 Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
 Peter said in reply, “The Christ of God.”
 He rebuked them and directed them not to tell this to anyone.

He said, “The Son of Man must suffer greatly
 and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,
 and be killed and on the third day be raised.”

Optional Memorial of Saints Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718.



Reading 1

Wisdom 3:1-9

The souls of the just are in the hand of God,
 and no torment shall touch them.
 They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;
 and their passing away was thought an affliction
 and their going forth from us, utter destruction.
 But they are in peace.
 For if before men, indeed, they be punished,
 yet is their hope full of immortality;
 Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,
 because God tried them
 and found them worthy of himself.
 As gold in the furnace, he proved them,
 and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.
 In the time of their visitation they shall shine,
 and shall dart about as sparks through stubble;
 They shall judge nations and rule over peoples,
 and the LORD shall be their King forever.
 Those who trust in him shall understand truth,
 and the faithful shall abide with him in love:
 Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,
 and his care is with his elect.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those who sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Alleluia

James 1:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed is the man who perseveres in temptation,
 for when he has been proved he will receive the crown of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 10:28-33

Jesus said to his Apostles:
 "Do not be afraid of those who kill the body
 but cannot kill the soul;
 rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy
 both soul and body in Gehenna.
 Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin?
 Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your Father's knowledge.
 Even all the hairs of your head are counted.
 So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
 Everyone who acknowledges me before others
 I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father.
 But whoever denies me before others,
 I will deny before my heavenly Father."


Reflection
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Friday (September 26):  Who Do You Say That Jesus Is?Meditation: Who is Jesus for you - and what difference does he make in your life? Many in Israel recognized Jesus as a mighty man of God, even comparing him with the greatest of the prophets. Peter, always quick to respond whenever Jesus spoke, professed that Jesus was truly the "Christ of God" - "the Son of the living God" (Matthew 16:16). No mortal being could have revealed this to Peter, but only God. Through the "eyes of faith" Peter discovered who Jesus truly was. Peter recognized that Jesus was much more than a great teacher, prophet, and miracle worker. Peter was the first apostle to publicly declare that Jesus was the Anointed One, consecrated by the Father and sent into the world to redeem a fallen human race enslaved to sin and cut off from eternal life with God (Luke 9:20, Acts 2:14-36). The word for "Christ" in Greek is a translation of the Hebrew word for "Messiah" - both words literally mean the Anointed One .

Jesus begins to explain the mission he was sent to accomplish
Why did Jesus command his disciples to be silent about his identity as the anointed Son of God? They were, after all, appointed to proclaim the good news to everyone. Jesus knew that they did not yet fully understand his mission and how he would accomplish it. Cyril of Alexandria (376-444 AD), an early church father, explains the reason for this silence: There were things yet unfulfilled which must also be included in their preaching about him. They must also proclaim the cross, the passion, and the death in the flesh. They must preach the resurrection of the dead, that great and truly glorious sign by which testimony is borne him that the Emmanuel is truly God and by nature the Son of God the Father. He utterly abolished death and wiped out destruction. He robbed hell, and overthrew the tyranny of the enemy. He took away the sin of the world, opened the gates above to the dwellers upon earth, and united earth to heaven. These things proved him to be, as I said, in truth God. He commanded them, therefore, to guard the mystery by a seasonable silence until the whole plan of the dispensation should arrive at a suitable conclusion. ( Commentary on Luke , Homily 49 )


God's Anointed Son must suffer and die to atone for our sins
Jesus told his disciples that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and die in order that God's work of redemption might be accomplished. How startled the disciples were when they heard this word. How different are God's thoughts and ways from our thoughts and ways (Isaiah 55:8). It was through humiliation, suffering, and death on the cross that Jesus broke the powers of sin and death and won for us eternal life and freedom from the slavery of sin and from the oppression of our enemy, Satan, the father of lies and the deceiver of humankind.

We, too, have a share in the mission and victory of Jesus Christ
If we want to share in the victory of the Lord Jesus, then we must also take up our cross and follow where he leads us. What is the "cross" that you and I must take up each day? When my will crosses (does not align) with God's will, then his will must be done. To know Jesus Christ is to know the power of his victory on the cross where he defeated sin and conquered death through his resurrection. The Holy Spirit gives each of us the gifts and strength we need to live as sons and daughters of God. The Holy Spirit gives us faith to know the Lord Jesus personally as our Redeemer, and the power to live the Gospel faithfully, and the courage to witness to others the joy, truth, and freedom of the Gospel. Who do you say that Jesus is?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I believe and I profess that you are the Christ, the Son of the living God. Take my life, my will, and all that I have, that I may be wholly yours now and forever.
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September 27, 2025

Memorial of Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest

Reading 1

Zechariah 2:5-9, 14-15a

I, Zechariah, raised my eyes and looked:
 there was a man with a measuring line in his hand.
 I asked, "Where are you going?"
 He answered, "To measure Jerusalem,
 to see how great is its width and how great its length."

Then the angel who spoke with me advanced,
 and another angel came out to meet him and said to him,
 "Run, tell this to that young man:
 People will live in Jerusalem as though in open country,
 because of the multitude of men and beasts in her midst.
 But I will be for her an encircling wall of fire, says the LORD,
 and I will be the glory in her midst."

Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion!
 See, I am coming to dwell among you, says the LORD.
 Many nations shall join themselves to the LORD on that day,
 and they shall be his people and he will dwell among you.

Responsorial Psalm

Jeremiah 31:10, 11-12ab, 13

R. (see 10d) The Lord will guard us as a shepherd guards his flock.

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
 proclaim it on distant isles, and say:
 He who scattered Israel, now gathers them together,
 he guards them as a shepherd guards his flock.

R. The Lord will guard us as a shepherd guards his flock.

The LORD shall ransom Jacob,
 he shall redeem him from the hand of his conqueror.
 Shouting, they shall mount the heights of Zion,
 they shall come streaming to the LORD's blessings.

R. The Lord will guard us as a shepherd guards his flock.

Then the virgins shall make merry and dance,
 and young men and old as well.
 I will turn their mourning into joy,
 I will console and gladden them after their sorrows.

R. The Lord will guard us as a shepherd guards his flock.

Alleluia

See 2 Timothy 1:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Our Savior Christ Jesus destroyed death
 and brought life to light through the Gospel.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 9:43b-45

While they were all amazed at his every deed,
 Jesus said to his disciples,
 "Pay attention to what I am telling you.
 The Son of Man is to be handed over to men."
 But they did not understand this saying;
 its meaning was hidden from them
 so that they should not understand it,
 and they were afraid to ask him about this saying.

Memorial of Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #719-724, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Those Who Work for the Underprivileged, #737-742.



Reading 1

1 Corinthians 1:26-31

Consider your own calling, brothers and sisters.
 Not many of you were wise by human standards,
 not many were powerful,
 not many were of noble birth.
 Rather, God chose the foolish of the world to shame the wise,
 and God chose the weak of the world to shame the strong,
 and God chose the lowly and despised of the world,
 those who count for nothing,
 to reduce to nothing those who are something,
 so that no human being might boast before God.
 It is due to him that you are in Christ Jesus,
 who became for us wisdom from God,
 as well as righteousness, sanctification, and redemption,
 so that, as it is written,
 Whoever boasts, should boast in the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 112:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-7, 7-8, 9

R. (1) Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Blessed the man who fears the LORD,
 who greatly delights in his commands.
 His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth;
 the upright generation shall be blessed.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Wealth and riches shall be in his house;
 his generosity shall endure forever.
 Light shines through the darkness for the upright;
 he is gracious and merciful and just.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Well for the man who is gracious and lends,
 who conducts his affairs with justice;
 He shall never be moved;
 the just one shall be in everlasting remembrance.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

An evil report he shall not fear.
 His heart is firm, trusting in the LORD.
 His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear
 till he looks down upon his foes.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Lavishly he gives to the poor,
 his generosity shall endure forever;
 his horn shall be exalted in glory.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 10:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my sheep, and mine know me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 9:35-38

Jesus went around to all the towns and villages,
 teaching in their synagogues,
 proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom,
 and curing every disease and illness.
 At the sight of the crowds, his heart was moved with pity for them
 because they were troubled and abandoned,
 like sheep without a shepherd.
 Then he said to his disciples,
 "The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few;
 so ask the master of the harvest
 to send out laborers for his harvest."


Reflection
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Saturday (September 27):  They Were Astonished at the Majesty of GodMeditation: Do you know the majesty of God? When we ascribe majesty to someone or something we acknowledge greatness in that person or thing and voice our respect for it. The miracles of Jesus revealed the awesome power and majesty of God and his favor and blessing (grace) - especially towards the lowly and humble of heart.

God's way to victory and glory is through the cross
But with the miracles Jesus also gave a prophetic warning: There can be no share in God's glory without the cross. Jesus prophesied concerning his own betrayal and crucifixion - but it did not make any sense to the disciples because it did not fit their understanding of the Messiah who was supposed to come and free his people from tyranny and oppression. Little did they know that the way to victory over sin and death would be through the cross and resurrection of Christ.

Our fear of suffering betrays our lack of hope in Christ's victory
When the disciples heard Jesus' prediction of suffering and betrayal they were afraid to ask further questions. Like a person who might receive bad news from the doctor about some tumor or disease that could destroy them and then refuse to ask any further questions, the disciples of Jesus didn't want to know any more about the consequences of possible suffering, defeat, and death on a cross. They couldn't understand how the cross could bring victory and lead to new life and freedom in Christ.

How often do we reject what we do not wish to see? We have heard God's word and we know the consequences of accepting it or rejecting it. But do we give it our full allegiance and mold our lives according to it? Ask the Lord Jesus to show you his majesty and glory that you may grow in reverence of him and in godly fear (reverence) of his word.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, by your cross you have redeemed the world and revealed your glory and triumph over sin and death. May I never fail to see your glory and victory in the cross. Help me to conform my life to your will and to follow in your way of love and holiness.
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September 28, 2025

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Amos 6:1a, 4-7

Thus says the LORD the God of hosts:
 Woe to the complacent in Zion!
 Lying upon beds of ivory,
 stretched comfortably on their couches,
 they eat lambs taken from the flock,
 and calves from the stall!
 Improvising to the music of the harp,
 like David, they devise their own accompaniment.
 They drink wine from bowls
 and anoint themselves with the best oils;
 yet they are not made ill by the collapse of Joseph!
 Therefore, now they shall be the first to go into exile,
 and their wanton revelry shall be done away with.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 146:7, 8-9, 9-10

R. (1b) Praise the Lord, my soul!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Blessed is he who keeps faith forever,
 secures justice for the oppressed,
 gives food to the hungry.
 The LORD sets captives free.

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD gives sight to the blind;
 the LORD raises up those who were bowed down.
 The LORD loves the just;
 the LORD protects strangers.

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The fatherless and the widow he sustains,
 but the way of the wicked he thwarts.
 The LORD shall reign forever;
 your God, O Zion, through all generations. Alleluia.

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Reading 2

1 Timothy 6:11-16

But you, man of God, pursue righteousness,
 devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness.
 Compete well for the faith.
 Lay hold of eternal life, to which you were called
 when you made the noble confession in the presence of many witnesses.
 I charge you before God, who gives life to all things,
 and before Christ Jesus,
 who gave testimony under Pontius Pilate for the noble confession,
 to keep the commandment without stain or reproach
 until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ
 that the blessed and only ruler
 will make manifest at the proper time,
 the King of kings and Lord of lords,
 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light,
 and whom no human being has seen or can see.
 To him be honor and eternal power. Amen.

Alleluia

Cf. 2 Corinthians 8:9

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Though our Lord Jesus Christ was rich, he became poor,
 so that by his poverty you might become rich.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 16:19-31

Jesus said to the Pharisees:
 "There was a rich man who dressed in purple garments and fine linen
 and dined sumptuously each day.
 And lying at his door was a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores,
 who would gladly have eaten his fill of the scraps
 that fell from the rich man's table.
 Dogs even used to come and lick his sores.
 When the poor man died,
 he was carried away by angels to the bosom of Abraham.
 The rich man also died and was buried,
 and from the netherworld, where he was in torment,
 he raised his eyes and saw Abraham far off
 and Lazarus at his side.
 And he cried out, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me.
 Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue,
 for I am suffering torment in these flames.'
 Abraham replied,
 'My child, remember that you received
 what was good during your lifetime
 while Lazarus likewise received what was bad;
 but now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented.
 Moreover, between us and you a great chasm is established
 to prevent anyone from crossing who might wish to go
 from our side to yours or from your side to ours.'
 He said, 'Then I beg you, father,
 send him to my father's house, for I have five brothers,
 so that he may warn them,
 lest they too come to this place of torment.'
 But Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the prophets.
 Let them listen to them.'
 He said, 'Oh no, father Abraham,
 but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.'
 Then Abraham said, 'If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets,
 neither will they be persuaded if someone should rise from the dead.'"

Reflection
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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle C 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

 
 Again this week we hear from the first of the written prophets – his work having been recorded in the early to mid eighth century B.C. By trade, Amos was a herdsman and dresser of figs (whose job it was to puncture the immature fruit to make it turn sweet). In other words, he was an itinerant farm worker who spent some time away from his native Tekoa (which is too high in altitude to support the growth of figs). Amos career took place during a period of great material prosperity for Israel, but also a period of social and religious corruption. Politically, it was the calm between storms – the eye of the hurricane so to speak – during the second half of the 9th century B.C. Israel had felt the military might of Assyria; after this, the Assyrian power in the area weakened. But in 721 B.C., Samaria [the capital of the northern kingdom (Israel)] fell to the Assyrians. Although Amos never refers directly to the Sinai covenant, this concept lies at the heart of his message of judgment. Yahweh had acknowledged Israel as his covenant people, but they had abused this privilege. Therefore, Israel would experience the curses associated with disobedience of the covenant. Amos harsh words were directed in a particular way against the leadership – king, priests, and upper classes – but the coming judgment would affect the entire people because Israelite thought is that the nation is a unity with a common destiny. 6:1a Woe to the complacent in Zion[!] Zion is Jerusalem. This has caused some commentators to speculate that this verse is a later addition since Amos ministry was to Israel and not Judah – but prophets held on to the ancient vision of a united kingdom and did not feel that their words were necessarily restricted to Israel of Judah. 4    Lying upon beds of ivory, stretched comfortably on their couches, They made use of very elaborate furniture, inlaid with ivory panels, and they ate sumptuous food. The remains of a bed inlaid with ivory have been found at the site of Arslan Tash in northern Syria – one of the pieces bore the name of Hazael, king of Damascus (ca. 842-815 B.C.). They eat lambs taken from the flock, and calves from the stall! Veal – milk fed beef which is very tender and sweet. 1    5    Improvising to the music of the harp, like David, they devise their own accompaniment. Musical entertainment was provided at meals. David became proverbial for his musical skills – reference to him here may be irony. 6    They drink wine from bowls and anoint themselves with the best oils; The picture is one of indolence, luxury, and insensitivity. yet they are not made ill by the collapse of Joseph! The northern kingdom. Since Joseph was the ancestor of the tribes of Ephriam and Manasseh, members of these tribes were frequently referred to as the sons of Joseph, or simply Joseph. 7    Therefore, now they shall be the first to go into exile, and their wanton revelry shall be done away with. As the idle rich have been first in the receiving line of Israels bounty, it is fitting that they be the first to experience deportation. 

 

2nd Reading - 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

 
 Today we wind up our study of 1st Timothy with Saint Pauls instructions to Timothy on how he is to act. As a leader in the true church, Timothy will act very differently from the false teacher. 11    But you, man of God, This is a title applied often in the Old Testament to prophets and it calls specific attention to the spiritual power possessed by the Church leader. avoid all this. Instead, pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness. Description of characteristics of Jesus which we are to emulate in our dutiful conduct. This emphasizes our adopted sonship. 12    Compete well for the faith. Again, St. Paul uses a sports image – that of a pugilist in the arena. Pauls own life 2    exemplified how this fight should be carried out (see 2 Timothy 4:7). Lay hold of eternal life, to which you were called when you made the noble confession in the presence of many witnesses. Probably a reference to the profession of faith made at baptism rather than, as some suggest, at ordination. 13    I charge (you) before God, who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus, who gave testimony under Pontius Pilate for the noble confession, Jesus own conduct in facing His passion and death when Pilate was governor exemplifies proper conduct. 14    to keep the commandment The complete deposit of faith entrusted to Timothy; all the truths of Christianity. without stain or reproach This may refer to the commandment or to Timothy himself. until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ The parousia at the end of time 15    that the blessed and only ruler will make manifest at the proper time, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, and whom no human being has seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal power. Amen. This doxology in praise of God is Hellenistic Jewish in inspiration and stresses both Gods transcendence and His superiority over all earthly creatures. The phraseology and structure suggest that these verses were taken from an ancient Christian hymn. He, the framer of all creation and maker of our race, became man for our sake, and coming from a holy Virgins womb, on earth conversed with men. For us ungrateful servants the master endured death, even death on the cross, that the tyranny of sin might be destroyed, that the former condemnation might be abolished, that the gates of heaven might be open to us again. In this way he has exalted our nature, and set it on the throne of glory, and granted to them that love him an everlasting kingdom and joys beyond all that tongue can tell or ear can hear. He is mighty and the only potentate, King of kings, Lord of lords, whose might is invincible and whose lordship is beyond comparison. He alone is holy and dwells in holiness, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit is glorified. Into this faith I have been baptized. [Saint John Damascene (died A.D. 749), Barlaam and Ioasaph 24,211] 3 

 

Gospel - Luke 16:19-31 

 
 Having worked our way the past two weeks through several parables of Jesus, we now arrive at the story of the rich man and Lazarus. There is disagreement among the commentators whether or not this story is a parable. In all other parables, the players are anonymous; here one is named Lazarus. Whether or not it is a parable is unimportant for our study. The story addresses two errors: 1) That of those who denied the survival of the soul after death and therefore, retribution in the next life; and 2) That of those who interpreted material prosperity in this life as a reward for moral uprightness, and adversity as punishment. This story shows that, immediately after death, the soul is judged by God for all its acts – the particular judgment – and is rewarded or punished. This story also teaches the innate dignity of every human person – independently of social, financial, cultural or religious position. Respect for this dignity implies that we must help those who are experiencing any material or spiritual need. [Jesus said to the Pharisees:] 19 There was a rich man who dressed in purple garments Woolen garments dyed with Tyrian purple (an expensive dye extracted from mussels). Due to its expense, purple clothing was worn only by royalty and other very wealthy individuals. and fine linen Fine Egyptian undergarments and dined sumptuously each day. 20 And lying at his door was a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who would gladly have eaten his fill of the scraps that fell from the rich mans table. Dogs even used to come and lick his sores. The owners pets would eat the bread with which the guests wiped the plates or their hands and then tossed under the table. How Lazarus longed to have some of even that food! The rich mans sin consisted in his blind indifference to the agony of the poor. 22    When the poor man died, he was carried away by angels to the bosom of Abraham. The choice position when one reclines with Abraham at the messianic banquet. The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and from the netherworld, The abode of the dead, sheol (Hebrew)/hades (Greek)/purgatorio (Latin). Actually, both the Bosom of Abraham and the place where this rich man is are in sheol/hades/purgatory. As Josephus (a 1st century Pharisee and historian) explains in his Discourse Concerning Hades, 4    the just are guided by angels to the right hand, where there is a region of light where they wait for that rest and eternal new life in heaven; while the unjust are dragged by force to the left hand where they have a near view of hell itself, but they can also see the just. Between these two places, there is a chasm to prevent the just from having compassion on the unjust and to keep the unjust from crossing over. where he was in torment, he raised his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And he cried out, Father Abraham, have pity on me. Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am suffering torment in these flames. 25 Abraham replied, My child, remember that you received what was good during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received what was bad; but now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented. 26 Moreover, between us and you a great chasm is established to prevent anyone from crossing who might wish to go from our side to yours or from your side to ours. 27 He said, Then I beg you, father, send him to my fathers house, 28 for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they too come to this place of torment. 29 But Abraham replied, They have Moses and the prophets. Let them listen to them. 30 He said, Oh no, father Abraham, Notice that the rich man continues to call Abraham father. He is not ignored because he is to call no man father (Matthew 23:9), but because mere words do not make one a child of Abraham and therefore a member of the reconstituted Israel. The rich man has not produced the deeds of loving kindness that would have signified repentance from his self-centered, callous way of life. but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent. 31 Then Abraham said, If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone should rise from the dead. This parallels the story of Jesus friend Lazarus of Bethany who was at the banquet and whose resurrection from the dead failed to convince the Jewish leaders of Jesus messiahship. This concluding verse not only emphasizes that knowledge of the Law is insufficient, for the Law must be kept with humble repentance, but also teaches that wondrous events, even resurrection from the dead, do not automatically save men. By this story, the well-off in Lukes community are urged to help the Lazarus in their midst. Although the poor are saved by grace alone (as shown in the story), they too need to respond to Gods call. It is also important to realize, as pointed out last week, that from Jesus own lips we hear of the ability of those who have gone before us to intercede for those they have left behind. 
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Sunday (September 28):  Lazarus Was Carried to Abraham's BosomMeditation: What most absorbs your time, your attention, and your heart? In the parable of the rich man who refused to help the beggar named Lazarus Jesus paints a dramatic scene of contrasts - riches and poverty, heaven and hell, compassion and indifference, inclusion and exclusion. We also see an abrupt and dramatic reversal of fortune. Lazarus was not only poor and a beggar, he was also sick and unable to fend for himself. He was "laid" at the gates of the rich man's house. The dogs which licked his sores probably also stole the little bread he got for himself. Dogs in the ancient world symbolized contempt. Enduring the torment of these savage dogs only added to the poor man's miseries and sufferings.

The rich man treated the beggar with contempt and indifference, until he found his fortunes reversed at the end of his life! In God's economy, those who hold on possessively to what they have, lose it all in the end, while those who share generously receive back many times more than they gave away.

Hope in God and his merciful help
The name Lazarus means God is my help . Despite a life of misfortune and suffering, Lazarus did not lose hope in God. His eyes were set on a treasure stored up for him in heaven. The rich man, however, could not see beyond his material wealth and possessions. He not only had every thing he needed, he selfishly spent all he had on himself. He was too absorbed in what he possessed to notice the needs of those around him. He lost sight of God and the treasure of heaven because he was preoccupied with seeking happiness in material things. He served wealth rather than God. In the end the rich man became a beggar!

Do you know the joy and freedom of possessing God as your true and lasting treasure? Those who put their hope and security in the kingdom of heaven will not be disappointed (see Hebrews 6:19).

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are my joy and my treasure. Make me rich in the things of your heavenly kingdom and give me a generous heart that I may freely share with others the spiritual and material treasures you have given to me.
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September 29, 2025

Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Archangels

Reading 1

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

As I watched:

Thrones were set up
 and the Ancient One took his throne.
 His clothing was bright as snow,
 and the hair on his head as white as wool;
 His throne was flames of fire,
 with wheels of burning fire.
 A surging stream of fire
 flowed out from where he sat;
 Thousands upon thousands were ministering to him,
 and myriads upon myriads attended him.

The court was convened, and the books were opened.
 As the visions during the night continued, I saw

One like a son of man coming,
 on the clouds of heaven;
 When he reached the Ancient One
 and was presented before him,
 He received dominion, glory, and kingship;
 nations and peoples of every language serve him.
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion
 that shall not be taken away,
 his kingship shall not be destroyed.

or
 Revelation 12:7-12ab

War broke out in heaven;
 Michael and his angels battled against the dragon.
 The dragon and its angels fought back,
 but they did not prevail
 and there was no longer any place for them in heaven.
 The huge dragon, the ancient serpent,
 who is called the Devil and Satan,
 who deceived the whole world,
 was thrown down to earth,
 and its angels were thrown down with it.

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:
 "Now have salvation and power come,
 and the Kingdom of our God
 and the authority of his Anointed.
 For the accuser of our brothers is cast out,
 who accuses them before our God day and night.
 They conquered him by the Blood of the Lamb
 and by the word of their testimony;
 love for life did not deter them from death.
 Therefore, rejoice, you heavens,
 and you who dwell in them."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5

R. (1) In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart,
 for you have heard the words of my mouth;
 in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise;
 I will worship at your holy temple
 and give thanks to your name.

R. In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.

Because of your kindness and your truth;
 for you have made great above all things
 your name and your promise.
 When I called, you answered me;
 you built up strength within me.

R. In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.

All the kings of the earth shall give thanks to you, O LORD
 when they hear the words of your mouth;
 And they shall sing of the ways of the LORD
 "Great is the glory of the LORD

R. In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.

Alleluia

Psalm 103:21

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Bless the LORD, all you angels,
 you ministers, who do his will.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 1:47-51

Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him,
 "Here is a true child of Israel.
 There is no duplicity in him."
 Nathanael said to him, "How do you know me?"
 Jesus answered and said to him,
 "Before Philip called you, I saw you under the fig tree."
 Nathanael answered him,
 "Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel."
 Jesus answered and said to him,
 "Do you believe
 because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree?
 You will see greater things than this."
 And he said to him, "Amen, amen, I say to you,
 you will see heaven opened
 and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man."

Reflection
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Monday (September 29):  Jesus Perceived the Thought of Their HeartsMeditation: Are you surprised to see the disciples of Jesus arguing about who is the greatest among them? Don't we do the same thing? The appetite for glory and greatness seems to be inbred in us. Who doesn't cherish the ambition to be "somebody" whom others admire rather than a "nobody"? Even the psalms speak about the glory God has destined for us. " You have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory and honor" (Psalm 8:5). Jesus made a dramatic gesture by placing a child next to himself to show his disciples who really is the greatest in the kingdom of God.

What can a little child possibly teach us about greatness? Children in the ancient world had no rights, position, or privileges of their own. They were socially at the "bottom of the rung" and at the service of their parents, much like the household staff and domestic servants. What is the significance of Jesus' gesture? Jesus elevated a little child in the presence of his disciples by placing the child in a privileged position of honor at his right side. It is customary, even today, to seat the guest of honor at the right side of the host. Who is the greatest in God's kingdom? The one who is humble and lowly of heart - who instead of asserting their rights willingly empty themselves of pride and self-seeking glory by taking the lowly position of a servant or child.

Jesus, himself, is our model. He came not to be served, but to serve (Matthew 20:28). Paul the Apostles states that Jesus " emptied himself and took the form of a servant" (Philippians 2:7). Jesus lowered himself (he whose place is at the right hand of God the Father) and took on our lowly nature that he might raise us up and clothe us in his divine nature. " God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble" (James 4:6). If we want to be filled with God's life and power, then we need to empty ourselves of everything which stands in the way - pride, envy, self-seeking glory, vanity, and possessiveness. God wants empty vessels so he can fill them with his own glory, power, and love (2 Corinthians 4:7). Are you ready to humble yourself and to serve as Jesus did?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your grace knows no bounds. You give freely to the humble of heart and you grant us freedom to love and serve others selflessly. May my love for you express itself in an eagerness to do good for others.
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September 30, 2025

Memorial of Saint Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Reading 1

Zechariah 8:20-23

Thus says the LORD of hosts:
 There shall yet come peoples,
 the inhabitants of many cities;
 and the inhabitants of one city shall approach those of another,
 and say, "Come! let us go to implore the favor of the LORD";
 and, "I too will go to seek the LORD."
 Many peoples and strong nations shall come
 to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem
 and to implore the favor of the LORD.
 Thus says the LORD of hosts:
 In those days ten men of every nationality,
 speaking different tongues, shall take hold,
 yes, take hold of every Jew by the edge of his garment and say,

"Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7

R. (Zec 8:23) God is with us.

His foundation upon the holy mountains
 the LORD loves:
 The gates of Zion,
 more than any dwelling of Jacob.
 Glorious things are said of you,
 O city of God!

R. God is with us.

I tell of Egypt and Babylon
 among those that know the LORD;
 Of Philistia, Tyre, Ethiopia:
 "This man was born there."
 And of Zion they shall say:
 "One and all were born in her;
 And he who has established her
 is the Most High LORD."

R. God is with us.

They shall note, when the peoples are enrolled:
 "This man was born there."
 And all shall sing, in their festive dance:
 "My home is within you."

R. God is with us.

Alleluia

Mark 10:45

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Son of Man came to serve
 and to give his life as a ransom for many.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 9:51-56

When the days for Jesus to be taken up were fulfilled,
 he resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem,
 and he sent messengers ahead of him.
 On the way they entered a Samaritan village
 to prepare for his reception there,
 but they would not welcome him
 because the destination of his journey was Jerusalem.
 When the disciples James and John saw this they asked,
 "Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven
 to consume them?"
 Jesus turned and rebuked them,
 and they journeyed to another village.

Memorial of Saint Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730, or the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

2 Timothy 3:14-17

Beloved:
 Remain faithful to what you have learned and believed,
 because you know from whom you learned it,
 and that from infancy you have known the sacred Scriptures,
 which are capable of giving you wisdom for salvation
 through faith in Christ Jesus.
 All Scripture is inspired by God
 and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction,
 and for training in righteousness,
 so that one who belongs to God may be competent,
 equipped for every good work.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14

R. (12) Lord, teach me your statutes.

How shall a young man be faultless in his way?
 By keeping to your words.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

With all my heart I seek you;
 let me not stray from your commands.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Within my heart I treasure your promise,
 that I may not sin against you.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Blessed are you, O LORD;
 teach me your statutes.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

With my lips I declare
 all the ordinances of your mouth.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

In the way of your decrees I rejoice,
 as much as in all riches.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Alleluia

See Acts 16:14b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Open our hearts, O Lord,
 to listen to the words of your Son.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 13:47-52

Jesus said to the disciples:
 "The Kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea,
 which collects fish of every kind.
 When it is full they haul it ashore
 and sit down to put what is good into buckets.
 What is bad they throw away.
 Thus it will be at the end of the age. 
 The angels will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous
 and throw them into the fiery furnace,
 where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth."
 Jesus asked them:
 "Do you understand all these things?"
 They answered, "Yes."
 And he replied,
 "Then every scribe who has been instructed in the Kingdom of heaven
 is like the head of a household who brings from his storeroom
 both the new and the old."


Reflection
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Tuesday (September 30):  Jesus' Face Was Set toward JerusalemMeditation: Are you surprised to see two of Jesus' disciples praying for the destruction of a Samaritan village? The Jews and Samaritans had been divided for centuries. Jewish pilgrims who passed through Samaritan territory were often treated badly and even assaulted. Jesus did the unthinkable for a Jew. He not only decided to travel through Samaritan territory at personal risk, but he also asked for hospitality in one of their villages!

Jesus faced rejection and abuse in order to reconcile us with God and one another
Jesus' offer of friendship was rebuffed. Is there any wonder that the disciples were indignant and felt justified in wanting to see retribution done to this village? Wouldn't you respond the same way? Jesus, however, rebukes his disciples for their lack of toleration. Jesus had " set his face toward Jerusalem" to die on a cross that Jew, Samaritan and Gentile might be reconciled with God and be united as one people in Christ.

Jesus seeks our highest good - friend and enemy alike
Tolerance is a much needed virtue today. But aren't we often tolerant for the wrong thing or for the wrong motive? Christian love seeks the highest good of both one's neighbor and one's enemy. When Abraham Lincoln was criticized for his courtesy and tolerance towards his enemies during the American Civil War, he responded: "Do I not destroy my enemies when I make them my friends?" How do you treat those who cross you and cause you trouble? Do you seek their good rather than their harm?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are gracious, merciful, and kind. Set me free from my prejudice and intolerance towards those I find disagreeable, and widen my heart to love and to do good even to those who wish me harm or evil.
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