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 Thurs, October 2 , 2025



Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels
 Mass Readings 


Reflection
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Fri, October 3, 2025





Friday of the Twenty-sixth Week in Ordinary Time
 Mass Readings


Reflection
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Sat, October 4, 2025






Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi  

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Sun, October 5, 2025





Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time   

Mass Readings

Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, October 6, 2025





Monday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, October 7, 2025




Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Wed, October 8, 2025




Wednesday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time



Mass Readings

Reflection
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Thurs, October 9, 2025





Thursday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Fri, October 10, 2025






Friday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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11, 2025

Saturday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, October 12, 2025




Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, October 13, 2025





Monday of the Twenty-eighth Week in Ordinary Time



Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, October 14, 2025




Tuesday of the Twenty-eighth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Wed, October 15, 2025





Memorial of Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Thurs,
October 16, 2025




Thursday of the Twenty-eighth Week in Ordinary Time   

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Sat, October 18, 2025








Feast of Saint Luke, Evangelist



Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, October 19, 2025

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time   

Mass Readings

Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, October 20, 2025






Monday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

 Mass Readings


Reflection
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Tue, October 21, 2025



Tuesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Wed, October 22, 2025




Wednesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time     

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Thurs, October 23, 2025


Thursday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time   
 Mass Readings

Reflection
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Fri, October 24, 2025




Friday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sat, October 25, 2025



Saturday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, October 26, 2025





Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings


Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, October 27, 2025





Monday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, October 28, 2025

Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Wed, October 29, 2025




Wednesday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Thurs, October 30, 2025





Thursday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Fri, October 31, 2025

Friday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time


Mass Readings

Reflection

[image: ]

 



Mass Readings from the New American Bible are found at http://www.usccb.org/nab 
 Used in Mobile Gabriel with permission. 

New American Bible
 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
 3211 4th Street, N.E., Washington, DC 20017-1194 (202) 541-3000
 November 01, 1999 Copyright by United States Catholic Conference

Lectionary for Mass, Copyright 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain 1969, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 
  


October 1, 2025

Memorial of Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Reading 1

Nehemiah 2:1-8

In the month Nisan of the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes,
 when the wine was in my charge,
 I took some and offered it to the king.
 As I had never before been sad in his presence,
 the king asked me, "Why do you look sad?
 If you are not sick, you must be sad at heart."
 Though I was seized with great fear, I answered the king:
 "May the king live forever!
 How could I not look sad
 when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins,
 and its gates have been eaten out by fire?"
 The king asked me, "What is it, then, that you wish?"
 I prayed to the God of heaven and then answered the king:
 "If it please the king,
 and if your servant is deserving of your favor,
 send me to Judah, to the city of my ancestors' graves,
 to rebuild it."
 Then the king, and the queen seated beside him,
 asked me how long my journey would take
 and when I would return.
 I set a date that was acceptable to him,
 and the king agreed that I might go.

I asked the king further: "If it please the king,
 let letters be given to me for the governors
 of West-of-Euphrates,
 that they may afford me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah;
 also a letter for Asaph, the keeper of the royal park,
 that he may give me wood for timbering the gates
 of the temple-citadel and for the city wall
 and the house that I shall occupy."
 The king granted my requests,
 for the favoring hand of my God was upon me.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6

R. (6ab) Let my tongue be silenced if I ever forget you!

By the streams of Babylon
 we sat and wept
 when we remembered Zion.
 On the aspens of that land
 we hung up our harps.

R. Let my tongue be silenced if I ever forget you!

Though there our captors asked of us
 the lyrics of our songs,
 And our despoilers urged us to be joyous:
 "Sing for us the songs of Zion!"

R. Let my tongue be silenced if I ever forget you!

How could we sing a song of the LORD
 in a foreign land?
 If I forget you, Jerusalem,
 may my right hand be forgotten!

R. Let my tongue be silenced if I ever forget you!

May my tongue cleave to my palate
 if I remember you not,
 If I place not Jerusalem
 ahead of my joy.

R. Let my tongue be silenced if I ever forget you!

Alleluia

Philippians 3:8-9

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I consider all things so much rubbish
 that I may gain Christ and be found in him.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 9:57-62

As Jesus and his disciples were proceeding
 on their journey, someone said to him,
 "I will follow you wherever you go."
 Jesus answered him,
 "Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests,
 but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head."
 And to another he said, "Follow me."
 But he replied, "Lord, let me go first and bury my father."
 But he answered him, "Let the dead bury their dead.
 But you, go and proclaim the Kingdom of God."
 And another said, "I will follow you, Lord,
 but first let me say farewell to my family at home."
 Jesus answered him, "No one who sets a hand to the plow
 and looks to what was left behind is fit for the Kingdom of God."

Memorial of Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Virgins, #731-736, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.

Reading 1

Isaiah 66:10-14c

Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad because of her,
 all you who love her;
 Exult, exult with her,
 all you who were mourning over her!
 Oh, that you may suck fully
 of the milk of her comfort,
 That you may nurse with delight
 at her abundant breasts!
 For thus says the LORD:
 Lo, I will spread prosperity over her like a river,
 and the wealth of the nations like
 an overflowing torrent.
 As nurslings, you shall be carried in her arms,
 and fondled in her lap;
 As a mother comforts her son,
 so will I comfort you;
 in Jerusalem you shall find your comfort.

When you see this, your heart shall rejoice,
 and your bodies flourish like the grass;
 The LORD's power shall be known to his servants.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 131:1bcde, 2, 3

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

O LORD, my heart is not proud,
 nor are my eyes haughty;
 I busy not myself with great things,
 nor with things too sublime for me.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

Nay rather, I have stilled and quieted
 my soul like a weaned child.
 Like a weaned child on its mother's lap,
 so is my soul within me.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

O Israel, hope in the LORD,
 both now and forever.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 18:1-4

The disciples approached Jesus and said,
 "Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?"
 He called a child over, placed it in their midst, and said,
 "Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children,
 you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whoever humbles himself like this child
 is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven."

Reflection
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Wednesday (October 1):  Fit for the Kingdom of GodMeditation: Are you ready to follow the Lord Jesus wherever he may lead you? With the call the Lord gives the grace to respond and the strength to follow all the way to the end. Why does Jesus issue a challenge with the call? Jesus was utterly honest in telling people what it would cost to follow him. When a would-be disciple approached Jesus and said he was ready to follow, Jesus told him it would require sacrifice - the sacrifice of certain creaturely comforts. Jesus appealed to this man's heart and told him to detach himself from whatever might hold him back. Spiritual detachment is a necessary step for following the Lord. It frees us to give ourselves without reserve to the Lord and his service. While many of us may not need to give up the comfort of our own home and bed to follow Jesus, we, nonetheless, must be willing to part with anything that might stand in the way of doing God's will.

Don't let anything hold you back from following the Lord Jesus
Another would-be disciple said he would follow as soon as he had buried his father. What he meant by this expression was that he felt the need to return to his home to take care of his father through old age until he died. The third had no obligation to return home, but simply wanted to go back and say good-bye. Jesus surprised these would-be disciples with the stark truth that nothing should hinder us from following the Lord. Was Jesus being harsh and rude to his would-be followers? Not really. We are free to decide whether we will take the path which Jesus offers. But if we choose to go, then the Lord wants us to count the cost and choose for it freely.

Don't miss the good path God has set for you - it will lead to joy and freedom
What does the story of a plowman have to do with the journey? A plowman who looked back while plowing his field caused the line or furrow he cut into the soil to become crooked. One crooked line easily leads to another until the whole field is a mess. The plowman had to look straight ahead in order to keep the plow from going off course. Likewise, if we look back on what we have freely left behind to follow the Lord - whether that be some distraction, attachment, or sinful habit which leads us away from doing God's will - our path will likely diverge and we'll miss what God has for us.

Will you say "yes" to the Lord's call for your life?
The Gospel does not record the response from these three would-be disciples. We are only left with the question which Jesus intends for us as well. Are you ready to take the path which the Lord Jesus offers? His grace is sufficient and his love is strong. There is nothing greater we can do with our lives than to place them at the service of the Lord and Master of the universe. We cannot outmatch God in his generosity. Jesus promises that those who are willing to part with what is most dear to them for his sake "will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life" (Matthew 19:29). The Lord Jesus offers us a kingdom of lasting peace, unending joy, surpassing love, enduring friendship, and abundant life. Is there anything holding you back from pursuing the Lord and his will for you life?

Prayer: Take, O Lord, and receive my entire liberty, my memory, my understanding, and my whole will. All that I am and all that I possess you have given me. I surrender it all to you to be disposed of according to your will. Give me only your love and your grace - with these I will be rich enough and will desire nothing more. (Prayer of Ignatius Loyola, 1491-1556)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 2, 2025

Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels

Reading 1

Nehemiah 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12

The whole people gathered as one in the open space before the Water Gate,
 and they called upon Ezra the scribe
 to bring forth the book of the law of Moses
 which the LORD prescribed for Israel.
 On the first day of the seventh month, therefore,
 Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly,
 which consisted of men, women,
 and those children old enough to understand.
 Standing at one end of the open place that was before the Water Gate,
 he read out of the book from daybreak until midday,
 in the presence of the men, the women,
 and those children old enough to understand;
 and all the people listened attentively to the book of the law.
 Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform
 that had been made for the occasion.
 He opened the scroll
 so that all the people might see it
 (for he was standing higher up than any of the people);
 and, as he opened it, all the people rose.
 Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God,
 and all the people, their hands raised high, answered,
 "Amen, amen!"
 Then they bowed down and prostrated themselves before the LORD,
 their faces to the ground.
 As the people remained in their places,
 Ezra read plainly from the book of the law of God,
 interpreting it so that all could understand what was read.
 Then Nehemiah, that is, His Excellency, and Ezra the priest-scribe
 and the Levites who were instructing the people
 said to all the people:
 "Today is holy to the LORD your God.
 Do not be sad, and do not weep"–
 for all the people were weeping as they heard the words of the law.
 He said further: "Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks,
 and allot portions to those who had nothing prepared;
 for today is holy to our LORD.
 Do not be saddened this day,
 for rejoicing in the LORD must be your strength!"
 And the Levites quieted all the people, saying,
 "Hush, for today is holy, and you must not be saddened."
 Then all the people went to eat and drink,
 to distribute portions, and to celebrate with great joy,
 for they understood the words that had been expounded to them.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11

R. (9ab) The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

The law of the LORD is perfect,
 refreshing the soul;
 The decree of the LORD is trustworthy,
 giving wisdom to the simple.

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

The precepts of the LORD are right,
 rejoicing the heart;
 The command of the LORD is clear,
 enlightening the eye;

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

The fear of the LORD is pure,
 enduring forever;
 The ordinances of the LORD are true,
 all of them just.

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

They are more precious than gold,
 than a heap of purest gold;
 Sweeter also than syrup
 or honey from the comb.

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

Alleluia

Psalm 103:21

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Bless the LORD, all you angels,
 you ministers, who do his will.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 18:1-5, 10

The disciples approached Jesus and said,
 "Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?"
 He called a child over, placed it in their midst, and said,
 "Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children,
 you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whoever humbles himself like this child
 is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.
 And whoever receives one child such as this in my name receives me.

"See that you do not despise one of these little ones,
 for I say to you that their angels in heaven
 always look upon the face of my heavenly Father."

Memorial of the Guardian Angels

The Gospel for this memorial is proper. The first reading be taken either from the weekday or the readings below.

Reading 1

Exodus 23:20-23

Thus says the LORD:
 "See, I am sending an angel before you,
 to guard you on the way and bring you to the place I have prepared.
 Be attentive to him and heed his voice.
 Do not rebel against him, for he will not forgive your sin.
 My authority resides in him.
 If you heed his voice and carry out all I tell you,
 I will be an enemy to your enemies and a foe to your foes.

"My angel will go before you and bring you to the
 Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites,
 Canaanites, Hivites, and Jebusites;
 and I will wipe them out."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 91:1-2, 3-4ab, 4c-6, 10-11

R. (11) The Lord has put angels in charge of you, to guard you in all your ways.

You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High,
 who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
 Say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress,
 my God, in whom I trust."

R. The Lord has put angels in charge of you, to guard you in all your ways.

For he will rescue you from the snare of the fowler,
 from the destroying pestilence.
 With his pinions he will cover you,
 and under his wings you shall take refuge.

R. The Lord has put angels in charge of you, to guard you in all your ways.

His faithfulness is a buckler and a shield.
 You shall not fear the terror of the night
 nor the arrow that flies by day;
 Nor the pestilence that roams in darkness,
 nor the devastating plague at noon.

R. The Lord has put angels in charge of you, to guard you in all your ways.

No evil shall befall you,
 nor shall affliction come near your tent,
 For to his angels he has given command about you,
 that they guard you in all your ways.

R. The Lord has put angels in charge of you, to guard you in all your ways.

Alleluia

Psalm 103:21

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Bless the LORD, all you angels,
 you ministers, who do his will.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 18:1-5, 10

The disciples approached Jesus and said,
 "Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?"
 He called a child over, placed it in their midst, and said,
 "Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children,
 you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whoever humbles himself like this child
 is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.
 And whoever receives one child such as this in my name receives me.

"See that you do not despise one of these little ones,
 for I say to you that their angels in heaven
 always look upon the face of my heavenly Father."

Reflection
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Thursday (October 2):  The Kingdom of God Has Come near to YouMeditation: What kind of harvest does the Lord want us to reap today for his kingdom? When Jesus commissioned seventy of his disciples to go on mission, he gave them a vision of a vast field that is ready to be harvested for the kingdom of God. Jesus frequently used the image of a harvest to convey the coming of God's reign on earth. The harvest is the fruition of much labor and growth - beginning with the sowing of seeds, then growth to maturity, and finally the reaping of fruit for the harvest.

God's word grows like a seed within us
In like manner, the word of God is sown in the hearts of receptive men and women who hear his word, accept it with trust and obedience, and then share the abundant fruit of God's word in their life with others. The harvest Jesus had in mind was not only the gathering in of the people of Israel, but all the peoples (and nations) of the world. John the Evangelist tells us that " God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16).

Be a sower of God's word of peace and mercy
What does Jesus mean when he says his disciples must be " lambs in the midst of wolves" ? The prophet Isaiah foretold a time when wolves and lambs will dwell in peace (Isaiah 11:6 and 65:25). This certainly refers to the second coming of the Lord Jesus when all will be united under the Lordship of Jesus after he has put down his enemies and established the reign of God over the heavens and the earth. In the meantime, the disciples must expect opposition and persecution from those who would oppose the Gospel. Jesus came to lay down his life for us, as our sacrificial lamb, to atone for our sins and the sins of the world. We, in turn, must be willing to offer our lives with gratitude and humble service for our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are called to speak and witness in God's name
What is the significance of Jesus appointing seventy disciples to the ministry of the word? Seventy was a significant number in biblical times. Moses chose seventy elders to help him in the task of leading the people through the wilderness. The Jewish Sanhedrin, the governing council for the nation of Israel, was composed of seventy members. In Jesus' times seventy was held to be the number of nations throughout the world. Jesus commissioned the seventy to a two-fold task - to speak in his name and to act with his power.

Jesus gave his disciples instructions for how they were to carry out their ministry. They must go and serve as people without guile, full of charity (selfless giving in love) and peace, and simplicity. They must give their full attention to the proclamation of God's kingdom and not be diverted by other lesser things. They must travel light - only take what was essential and leave behind whatever would distract them - in order to concentrate on the task of speaking the word of the God. They must do their work, not for what they can get out of it, but for what they can give freely to others, without expecting reward or payment. "Poverty of spirit" frees us from greed and preoccupation with possessions and makes ample room for God's provision. The Lord Jesus wants his disciples to be dependent on him and not on themselves.

God gives us his life-giving word that we may have abundant life in him. He wills to work in and through each of us for his glory. God shares his word with us and he commissions us to speak it boldly and plainly to others. Do you witness the truth and joy of the Gospel by word and example to those around you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may the joy and truth of the Gospel transform my life that I may witness it to those around me. Grant that I may spread your truth and merciful love wherever I go.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 3, 2025

Friday of the Twenty-sixth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Baruch 1:15-22

During the Babylonian captivity, the exiles prayed:
 "Justice is with the Lord, our God;
 and we today are flushed with shame,
 we men of Judah and citizens of Jerusalem,
 that we, with our kings and rulers
 and priests and prophets, and with our ancestors,
 have sinned in the Lord's sight and disobeyed him.
 We have neither heeded the voice of the Lord, our God,
 nor followed the precepts which the Lord set before us.
 From the time the Lord led our ancestors out of the land of Egypt
 until the present day,
 we have been disobedient to the Lord, our God,
 and only too ready to disregard his voice.
 And the evils and the curse that the Lord enjoined upon Moses, his servant,
 at the time he led our ancestors forth from the land of Egypt
 to give us the land flowing with milk and honey,
 cling to us even today.
 For we did not heed the voice of the Lord, our God,
 in all the words of the prophets whom he sent us,
 but each one of us went off
 after the devices of his own wicked heart,
 served other gods,
 and did evil in the sight of the Lord, our God."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9

R. (9) For the glory of your name, O Lord, deliver us.

O God, the nations have come into your inheritance;
 they have defiled your holy temple,
 they have laid Jerusalem in ruins.
 They have given the corpses of your servants
 as food to the birds of heaven,
 the flesh of your faithful ones to the beasts of the earth.

R. For the glory of your name, O Lord, deliver us.

They have poured out their blood like water
 round about Jerusalem,
 and there is no one to bury them.
 We have become the reproach of our neighbors,
 the scorn and derision of those around us.
 O LORD, how long? Will you be angry forever?
 Will your jealousy burn like fire?

R. For the glory of your name, O Lord, deliver us.

Remember not against us the iniquities of the past;
 may your compassion quickly come to us,
 for we are brought very low.

R. For the glory of your name, O Lord, deliver us.

Help us, O God our savior,
 because of the glory of your name;
 Deliver us and pardon our sins
 for your name's sake.

R. For the glory of your name, O Lord, deliver us.

Alleluia

Psalm 95:8

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If today you hear his voice,
 harden not your hearts.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 10:13-16

Jesus said to them,
 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!
 For if the mighty deeds done in your midst
 had been done in Tyre and Sidon,
 they would long ago have repented,
 sitting in sackcloth and ashes.
 But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon
 at the judgment than for you.
 And as for you, Capernaum, 'Will you be exalted to heaven?
 You will go down to the netherworld.'
 Whoever listens to you listens to me.
 Whoever rejects you rejects me.
 And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me."


Reflection
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Friday (October 3):  He Who Hears You Hears MeMeditation: If Jesus were to visit your community today, what would he say? Would he issue a warning like the one he gave to Chorazin and Bethsaida? And how would you respond? Wherever Jesus went he did mighty works to show the people how much God had for them. Chorazin and Bethsaida had been blessed with the visitation of God. They heard the good news and experienced the wonderful works which Jesus did for them. Why was Jesus upset with these communities? The word woe is also translated as alas . It is as much as an expression of sorrowful pity as it is of anger.

Jesus calls us to walk in the way of truth and freedom - justice and holiness
Why does Jesus lament and issue a stern warning? The people who heard the Gospel here very likely responded with indifference. Jesus upbraids them for doing nothing! Repentance demands change - a change of heart and way of life. God's word is life-giving and it saves us from destruction - the destruction of soul as well as body. Jesus' anger is directed toward sin and everything which hinders us from doing the will of God and receiving his blessing. In love he calls us to walk in his way of truth and freedom, grace and mercy, justice and holiness. Do you receive his word with faith and submission or with doubt and indifference?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, give me the child-like simplicity and purity of faith to gaze upon your face with joy and confidence in your all-merciful love. Remove every doubt, fear, and proud thought which would hinder me from receiving your word with trust and humble submission.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 4, 2025

Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi

Reading 1

Baruch 4:5-12, 27-29

Fear not, my people!
 Remember, Israel,
 You were sold to the nations
 not for your destruction;
 It was because you angered God
 that you were handed over to your foes.
 For you provoked your Maker
 with sacrifices to demons, to no-gods;
 You forsook the Eternal God who nourished you,
 and you grieved Jerusalem who fostered you.
 She indeed saw coming upon you
 the anger of God; and she said:

"Hear, you neighbors of Zion!
 God has brought great mourning upon me,
 For I have seen the captivity
 that the Eternal God has brought
 upon my sons and daughters.
 With joy I fostered them;
 but with mourning and lament I let them go.
 Let no one gloat over me, a widow,
 bereft of many:
 For the sins of my children I am left desolate,
 because they turned from the law of God.

Fear not, my children; call out to God!
 He who brought this upon you will remember you.
 As your hearts have been disposed to stray from God,
 turn now ten times the more to seek him;
 For he who has brought disaster upon you
 will, in saving you, bring you back enduring joy."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 69:33-35, 36-37

R. (34) The Lord listens to the poor.

"See, you lowly ones, and be glad;
 you who seek God, may your hearts revive!
 For the LORD hears the poor,
 and his own who are in bonds he spurns not.
 Let the heavens and the earth praise him,
 the seas and whatever moves in them!"

R. The Lord listens to the poor.

For God will save Zion
 and rebuild the cities of Judah.
 They shall dwell in the land and own it,
 and the descendants of his servants shall inherit it,
 and those who love his name shall inhabit it.

R. The Lord listens to the poor.

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 10:17-24

The seventy-two disciples returned rejoicing and said to Jesus,
 "Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of your name."
 Jesus said, "I have observed Satan fall like lightning from the sky.
 Behold, I have given you the power
 'to tread upon serpents' and scorpions
 and upon the full force of the enemy
 and nothing will harm you.
 Nevertheless, do not rejoice because the spirits are subject to you,
 but rejoice because your names are written in heaven."

At that very moment he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said,
 "I give you praise, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
 for although you have hidden these things
 from the wise and the learned
 you have revealed them to the childlike.
 Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.
 All things have been handed over to me by my Father.
 No one knows who the Son is except the Father,
 and who the Father is except the Son
 and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him."

Turning to the disciples in private he said,
 "Blessed are the eyes that see what you see.
 For I say to you,
 many prophets and kings desired to see what you see,
 but did not see it,
 and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it."

Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi, Religious

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Galatians 6:14-18

Brothers and sisters:
 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 through which the world has been crucified to me,
 and I to the world.
 For neither does circumcision mean anything, nor does uncircumcision,
 but only a new creation.
 Peace and mercy be to all who follow this rule and to the Israel of God.

From now on, let no one make troubles for me;
 for I bear the marks of Jesus on my body.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit,
 brothers and sisters. Amen.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11

R. (see 5a) You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
 I say to the LORD, "My Lord are you."
 O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
 you it is who hold fast my lot.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

I bless the LORD who counsels me;
 even in the night my heart exhorts me.
 I set the LORD ever before me;
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

You will show me the path to life,
 fullness of joys in your presence,
 the delights at your right hand forever.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 11:25-30

At that time Jesus answered:
 "I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
 for although you have hidden these things
 from the wise and the learned
 you have revealed them to the childlike.
 Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.
 All things have been handed over to me by my Father.
 No one knows the Son except the Father,
 and no one knows the Father except the Son
 and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.

"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest.
 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
 for I am meek and humble of heart;
 and you will find rest for yourselves.
 For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."


Reflection
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Saturday (October 4):  Your Names Are Written in HeavenMeditation: Do you know and experience in your personal life the joy of the Lord ? The Scriptures tell us that " the joy of the Lord is our strength" (Nehemiah 8:10). Why does Jesus tell his disciples to not take joy in their own successes, even spiritual ones? Jesus makes clear that the true source of our joy is God himself, and God alone. Regardless of the circumstances, in good times and bad times, in success or loss, God always assures us of victory in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus assures his disciples that he has all power over all evil, including the power of Satan and the evil spirits (demons) - the fallen angels who rebelled against God and who hate men and women who have been created in God's image and likeness (Genesis 1:29). Jesus told his disciples that he came into the world to overthrow the evil one (John 12:31). That is why Jesus gave his disciples power over Satan and his legion of demons (rebellious angels). We, too, as disciples of Jesus have been given spiritual authority and power for overcoming the works of darkness and evil (1 John 2:13-14).

Self-centered pride closes the mind to God's revelation and wisdom
Jesus thanks the Father in heaven for revealing to his disciples the wisdom and knowledge of God. What does Jesus' prayer tell us about God and about ourselves? First, it tells us that God is both Father and Lord of earth as well as heaven. He is both Creator and Author of all that he has made, the first origin of everything and transcendent authority, and at the same time, goodness and loving care for all his children. All fatherhood and motherhood is derived from him (Ephesians 3:14-15).

Jesus' prayer also contains a warning that pride can keep us from the love and knowledge of God. What makes us ignorant and blind to the things of God? Sinful pride springs from being self-centered and holding an exaggerated view of oneself. Pride closes the mind to God's truth and wisdom for our lives. Lucifer, who was once the prince of angels, fell into pride because he did not want to serve God but wanted to be equal with God. Through his arrogant pride he led a whole host of angels to rebel against God. That is why the rebellious angels (whom Scripture calls evil spirits , devils, and demons ) were cast out of heaven and thrown down to the earth. They seek to lead us away from God through pride and rebellion.

How can we guard our hearts from sinful pride and rebellion? The virtue of humility teaches us to put our trust in God and not in ourselves. God gives strength and help to those who put their trust in him. Humility is the only true remedy against sinful pride. True humility, which is very different from the feelings of inferiority or low self-esteem, leads us to a true recognition of who we are in the sight of God and of our dependence on God.

Humility is the only soil where God's grace and truth can take root
Jesus contrasts intellectual pride with child-like simplicity and humility. The simple of heart are like "babes" or "little children" in the sense that they see purely without pretense or falsehood and acknowledge their dependence and trust in one who is greater, wiser, and more trustworthy. They seek one thing - the "summum bonum" or "greatest good" who is God himself. Simplicity of heart is wedded with humility, the queen of virtues, because humility inclines the heart towards grace and truth.

Just as pride is the root of every sin and evil inclination, so humility is the only soil in which the grace of God can take root. It alone takes the right attitude before God and allows him as God to do all. God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble (Proverbs 3:34, James 4:6). The grace of Christ-like humility inclines us towards God and disposes us to receive God's wisdom and help. Allow the Lord Jesus to heal the wounds of pride in your heart and to fill you with the joy of the Holy Spirit who transforms us into the likeness of Christ himself - who is meek and humble of heart (Matthew 11:29).

Nothing can give us greater joy than the knowledge that we are God's beloved and that our names are written in heaven. The Lord Jesus has ransomed us from slavery to sin, Satan, and death and has adopted us as God's beloved sons and daughters. That is why we no longer belong to ourselves - but to God alone. Do you seek to be like Jesus Christ in humility and simplicity of heart?

The Lord Jesus wants us to know him personally - experientially
Jesus makes a claim which no one would have dared to make: He is the perfect revelation of God - he and the Father are perfectly united in a bond of unbreakable love and fidelity. One of the greatest truths of the Christian faith is that we can know the living God. Our knowledge of God is not simply limited to knowing something about God, but we can know God personally. The essence of Christianity, and what makes it distinct from Judaism and other religions, is the knowledge of God as our Father. Jesus makes it possible for each of us to personally know God as our Father. Saint Augustine of Hippo wrote: "God loves each of us as if there were only one of us to love."

Seek God with expectant faith and trust
To see Jesus is to see what God is like. In Jesus we see the perfect love of God - a God who yearns over men and women, who cares intensely for them and who shows them unceasing kindness, mercy, and forgiveness. That is why the Father sent his only begotten Son who laid down his life for us on the cross. Jesus taught his followers to confidently pray to the Father with expectant faith, "Our Father who art in heaven ...give us this day our daily bread." Do you believe in your heavenly Father's care and love for you and do you pray with confident trust and hope that he will give you what you need to live as his son or daughter?

Prayer: Most High and glorious God, enlighten the darkness of our hearts and give us a true faith, a certain hope and a perfect love. Give us a sense of the divine and knowledge of yourself, so that we may do everything in fulfillment of your holy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Prayer of Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 5, 2025

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4

How long, O LORD? I cry for help
 but you do not listen!
 I cry out to you, "Violence!"
 but you do not intervene.
 Why do you let me see ruin;
 why must I look at misery?
 Destruction and violence are before me;
 there is strife, and clamorous discord.
 Then the LORD answered me and said:
 Write down the vision clearly upon the tablets,
 so that one can read it readily.
 For the vision still has its time,
 presses on to fulfillment, and will not disappoint;
 if it delays, wait for it,
 it will surely come, it will not be late.
 The rash one has no integrity;
 but the just one, because of his faith, shall live.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9

R. (8) If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD;
 let us acclaim the Rock of our salvation.
 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
 let us joyfully sing psalms to him.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Come, let us bow down in worship;
 let us kneel before the LORD who made us.
 For he is our God,
 and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Oh, that today you would hear his voice:
 "Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
 as in the day of Massah in the desert,
 Where your fathers tempted me;
 they tested me though they had seen my works."

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Reading 2

2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14

Beloved:
 I remind you, to stir into flame
 the gift of God that you have through the imposition of my hands.
 For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice
 but rather of power and love and self-control.
 So do not be ashamed of your testimony to our Lord,
 nor of me, a prisoner for his sake;
 but bear your share of hardship for the gospel
 with the strength that comes from God.

Take as your norm the sound words that you heard from me,
 in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.
 Guard this rich trust with the help of the Holy Spirit
 that dwells within us.

Alleluia

1 Peter 1:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The word of the Lord remains forever.
 This is the word that has been proclaimed to you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 17:5-10

The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith."
 The Lord replied,
 "If you have faith the size of a mustard seed,
 you would say to this mulberry tree,
 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.

"Who among you would say to your servant
 who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field,
 'Come here immediately and take your place at table'?
 Would he not rather say to him,
 'Prepare something for me to eat.
 Put on your apron and wait on me while I eat and drink.
 You may eat and drink when I am finished'?
 Is he grateful to that servant because he did what was commanded?
 So should it be with you.
 When you have done all you have been commanded,
 say, 'We are unprofitable servants;
 we have done what we were obliged to do.'"

Reflection
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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle C 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4a 

 
 Very little is known about the prophet Habakkuk. Even the meaning of his name is uncertain. From his writings some have deduced that he was a member, possibly a leader, of the temple choir. One might date his writings between the defeat of Neco by Nebuchadnezzar at Carchemish (605 B.C.) and the siege of Jerusalem (597 B.C.). This places Habakkuk shortly after Nahum and makes him a contemporary of Jeremiah. Our reading today is a curious mixture. In his book, Habakkuk poses two complaints to God and receives two answers. What we hear today is from the first complaint and the second answer. The first complaint is that there is no justice while the second complaint is about continued oppression. 1:2 How long, O LORD? I cry for help but you do not listen! The anguish of a downtrodden people. Habakkuk finds the Lords toleration of the wicked very difficult to understand. Gods inactivity is intolerable. I cry out to you, Violence! This is a key word in Habakkuk and it refers to the violation of basic human rights which characterizes the confusion and anarchy of the times. but you do not intervene. 3 Why do you let me see ruin; why must I look at misery? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and clamorous discord. These evils are best identified with oppression by foreigners. 2:2 Then the LORD answered me and said: Write down the vision clearly upon the tablets, so that one can read it readily. The Lords words are not meant for Habakkuks ears alone; the message is to be written down in letters so big that it can easily be read and at a later date checked to see if it is verified or not (See Isaiah 30:8). 3    For the vision still has its time, presses on to fulfillment, and will not disappoint; If it delays, wait for it, it will surely come, it will not be late. 1    The fulfillment of the vision shall take place at the moment determined by God (see Isaiah 55:10-11). 4a The rash man has no integrity; Literally, Behold, inflated, not straight (just), is his throat (soul) within him. The wicked mans throat is inflated and distended by greed and this mirrors his soul which has been warped by pride. but the just man, because of his faith, shall live. In contrast, the just man trusts in God and not in his own ability to accumulate power and riches. 

 

2nd Reading - 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14 

 
 Having completed our study of 1st Timothy last week, we now start 2nd Timothy. As you will recall, Timothy is the pastor (bishop) at Ephesus. This second letter was written during Pauls imprisonment in Rome shortly before his martyrdom in the year 67. This letter is, therefore, his last. Foreseeing his approaching end, Paul writes to his favorite disciple to give him final instruction and encouragement. He must not be ashamed of the 

 

Gospel - Luke 17:5-10 

 
 In our readings during these weeks of Ordinary Time, we are accompanying Jesus as He journeys toward Jerusalem and His passion. The past six weeks have focused our attention on readings which pointed out the opposition to Jesus and His disciples. Luke now returns to the subject of renewal, focusing on the inward renewal of the disciples. 5    And the apostles said to the Lord, Increase our faith. To the apostles request for more faith, Jesus replies that it is the quality, rather than quantity, of faith that needs revitalizing. 3    6    The Lord replied, If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to (this) mulberry tree, Be uprooted and planted in the sea, and it would obey you. A large tree with an extensive root system. It would be difficult not only to uproot this tree, but to grow it in seawater. Genuine faith can bring about quite unexpected results. 7    Who among you would say to your servant who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, Come here immediately and take your place at table? 8 Would he not rather say to him, Prepare something for me to eat. Put on your apron and wait on me while I eat and drink. You may eat and drink when I am finished? 9 Is he grateful to that servant because he did what was commanded? 10 So should it be with you. When you have done all you have been commanded, say, We are unprofitable servants; we have done what we were obliged to do. This parable, which appears only in Luke, warns church leaders that they are servants of the people and of God. They can never stop and rest in the belief that they have worked enough. Lukes gospel is one of total dedication. Notice the two sides to the coin presented by these two parables: With faith we can do anything, and we must continue to labor until the end. Salvation does not come by faith alone, but by how it is lived out. 
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Sunday (October 5):  Lord, Increase Our Faith!Meditation: How strong is your faith in God and how can you grow in it? Faith is not something vague, uncertain, undefineable, or something which requires a leap of the imagination or worse, some kind of blind allegiance. In fact, it is quite the opposite. Faith is a response of trust and belief in what is reliable, truthful, certain, and real. To have faith is to believe and trust in someone or something. We believe in the power of electricity even though we can't visibly see it with the naked eye. We know we can tap into that power and use it to do things we could not do by our own human power. Faith in God works in a similar way.

When God reveals himself to us he gives us the "assurance" and "conviction" that his power and presence and glory is just as real, and even more real, than our experience of the natural physical world around us (Letter to the Hebrews 11:1-3). Things around us change, but God never changes. He is constant, ever true to his word, and always faithful to his promises (Psalm 145:13, Hebrews 10:23). That is why we can have the greatest assurance of his unconditional love for us and why we can hope with utter conviction that he will give us everything he has promised. Jesus is God's visible proof that his word is reliable and true - his love is unfailing and unconditional - and his power is immeasurably great and unlimited.

The Holy Spirit helps us to grow in expectant faith
What did Jesus mean when he said to his disciples that our faith can move trees and mountains as well (see Matthew17:20; Mark 11:23)? The term "mountain remover" was used for someone who could solve great problems and difficulties. Don't we often encounter challenges and difficulties which seem beyond our power to handle? What appears impossible to human power is possible to those who believe in God's power. Faith is a gift freely given by God to help us know God personally, to understand his truth, and to live in the power of his love. God expects more from us than we can simply do by ourselves. That is why Jesus gives us the gift and power of the Holy Spirit who helps us to grow strong in faith, persevere in hope, and endure in love.

Faith in God is the key for removing obstacles and difficulties which keep us from doing his will. We belong to God and our lives are no longer our own. Our joy and privilege is to follow the Lord Jesus and to serve in the power of his love and goodness. The Lord Jesus is ever ready to work in and through us by his Spirit for his glory. For our faith to be effective it must be linked with trust and with obedience - an active submission to God and a willingness to do whatever he commands. Do you trust in the grace and strength which God freely gives to help us resist temptation and to overcome obstacles in doing his will?

Parable of the faithful servant who is indebted to God
Are you ready to give the Lord your best, regardless of what it might cost you? Perhaps we are like the laborer in Jesus' parable who expected special favor and reward for going the extra mile (Luke 17:5-10)? How unfair for the master to compel his servant to give more than what was expected! Don't we love to assert our rights: "I will give only what is required and no more!" But who can satisfy the claims of love and loyalty? Our lives are not our own - they belong to God who has ransomed us from slavery to sin with the precious blood of his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:18).

Jesus used this parable of the dutiful servant to explain that we can never put God in our debt or make the claim that God owes us something. We must regard ourselves as God's servants, just as Jesus came "not to be served, but to serve" (Matthew 20:28). Service of God and of our neighbor is both a voluntary or free act and a sacred duty. One can volunteer for service or be compelled to do service for one's country or for one's family when the call and need arises. Likewise, God expects us to serve him willingly and give him the worship, praise, and honor which is his due. And he gladly accepts the free-will offering of our lives to him as our Lord and Master. What makes our offering pleasing to God is the love we express in the act of self-giving. True love is always sacrificial, generous, and selfless - it is wholly directed to the one we love and serve.

The love of God compels us to give our best
How can we love God and others selflessly and unconditionally? Scripture tells us that God himself is love (1 John 4:16) - he is the author of life and the source of all true relationships of love and friendship. He created us in love for love, and he fills our hearts with the boundless love that gives all that is good for the sake of the beloved (Romans 5:5). If we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us (1 John 4:12).

God honors the faithful servant who loves and serves with a generous heart. He is ever ready to work in and through each one of us by his Spirit for his glory. We must remember, however, that God can never be indebted to us. We have no claim on him. His love compels us to give him our best! And when we have done our best, we have simply done our duty. We can never outmatch God in his immeasurable merciful love, his extravagant kindness and goodness, and his ever constant and unceasing care for us. The Scriptures remind us over and over again that God's love is steadfast, loyal, and lasts forever - it will never cease (Psalm 89, Psalm 100, Psalm 118, Psalm 136). Saint Augustine of Hippo writes, "God loves each one of us as if there were only one of us to love." Does the love of God compel you to give your best to him with generous love and gratitude for all that he has done for you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your consuming love and set my heart free to love generously and to serve selflessly. Fill me with gratitude for all you have done for me, and increase my faith and loyalty to you who are My All, My Strength, and My Life
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October 6, 2025

Monday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Jonah 1:1–2:1-2, 11

This is the word of the LORD that came to Jonah, son of Amittai:

"Set out for the great city of Nineveh, and preach against it;
 their wickedness has come up before me."
 But Jonah made ready to flee to Tarshish away from the LORD.
 He went down to Joppa, found a ship going to Tarshish,
 paid the fare, and went aboard to journey with them to Tarshish,
 away from the LORD.

The LORD, however, hurled a violent wind upon the sea,
 and in the furious tempest that arose
 the ship was on the point of breaking up.
 Then the mariners became frightened and each one cried to his god.
 To lighten the ship for themselves, they threw its cargo into the sea.
 Meanwhile, Jonah had gone down into the hold of the ship,
 and lay there fast asleep.
 The captain came to him and said, "What are you doing asleep?
 Rise up, call upon your God!
 Perhaps God will be mindful of us so that we may not perish."

Then they said to one another, "Come, let us cast lots
 to find out on whose account we have met with this misfortune."
 So they cast lots, and thus singled out Jonah.
 "Tell us," they said, "what is your business?
 Where do you come from?
 What is your country, and to what people do you belong?"
 Jonah answered them, "I am a Hebrew,
 I worship the LORD, the God of heaven,
 who made the sea and the dry land."

Now the men were seized with great fear and said to him,
 "How could you do such a thing!–
 They knew that he was fleeing from the LORD,
 because he had told them.–
 They asked, "What shall we do with you,
 that the sea may quiet down for us?"
 For the sea was growing more and more turbulent.
 Jonah said to them, "Pick me up and throw me into the sea,
 that it may quiet down for you;
 since I know it is because of me
 that this violent storm has come upon you."

Still the men rowed hard to regain the land, but they could not,
 for the sea grew ever more turbulent.
 Then they cried to the LORD: "We beseech you, O LORD,
 let us not perish for taking this man's life;
 do not charge us with shedding innocent blood,
 for you, LORD, have done as you saw fit."
 Then they took Jonah and threw him into the sea,
 and the sea's raging abated.
 Struck with great fear of the LORD,
 the men offered sacrifice and made vows to him.

But the LORD sent a large fish, that swallowed Jonah;
 and Jonah remained in the belly of the fish
 three days and three nights.
 From the belly of the fish Jonah prayed
 to the LORD, his God.
 Then the LORD commanded the fish to spew Jonah upon the shore.

Responsorial Psalm

Jonah 2:3, 4, 5, 8

R. (cf. 7) You will rescue my life from the pit, O Lord.

Out of my distress I called to the LORD,
 and he answered me;
 From the midst of the nether world I cried for help,
 and you heard my voice.

R. You will rescue my life from the pit, O Lord.

For you cast me into the deep, into the heart of the sea,
 and the flood enveloped me;
 All your breakers and your billows
 passed over me.

R. You will rescue my life from the pit, O Lord.

Then I said, "I am banished from your sight!
 yet would I again look upon your holy temple."

R. You will rescue my life from the pit, O Lord.

When my soul fainted within me,
 I remembered the LORD;
 My prayer reached you
 in your holy temple.

R. You will rescue my life from the pit, O Lord.

Alleluia

John 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 10:25-37

There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test Jesus and said,
 "Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
 Jesus said to him, "What is written in the law?
 How do you read it?"
 He said in reply,
 "You shall love the Lord, your God,
 with all your heart,
 with all your being,
 with all your strength,
 and with all your mind,
 and your neighbor as yourself."
 He replied to him, "You have answered correctly;
 do this and you will live."

But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus,
 "And who is my neighbor?"
 Jesus replied,
 "A man fell victim to robbers
 as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho.
 They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead.
 A priest happened to be going down that road,
 but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.
 Likewise a Levite came to the place,
 and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.
 But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him
 was moved with compassion at the sight.
 He approached the victim,
 poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them.
 Then he lifted him up on his own animal,
 took him to an inn, and cared for him.
 The next day he took out two silver coins
 and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction,
 'Take care of him.
 If you spend more than what I have given you,
 I shall repay you on my way back.'
 Which of these three, in your opinion,
 was neighbor to the robbers' victim?"
 He answered, "The one who treated him with mercy."
 Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

Optional Memorial of Saint Bruno, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724 or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Philippians 3:8-14

Brothers and sisters:
 I consider everything as a loss
 because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
 For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things
 and I consider them so much rubbish,
 that I may gain Christ and be found in him,
 not having any righteousness of my own based on the law
 but that which comes through faith in Christ,
 the righteousness from God,
 depending on faith to know him and the power of his resurrection
 and the sharing of his sufferings by being conformed to his death,
 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

It is not that I have already taken hold of it
 or have already attained perfect maturity,
 but I continue my pursuit in hope that I may possess it,
 since I have indeed been taken possession of by Christ Jesus.
 Brothers and sisters, I for my part
 do not consider myself to have taken possession.
 Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind
 but straining forward to what lies ahead,
 I continue my pursuit toward the goal,
 the prize of God's upward calling, in Christ Jesus.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6

R. (40:5a) Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. (2a) Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. (92:13-14) The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Blessed the man who follows not
 the counsel of the wicked
 Nor walks in the way of sinners,
 nor sits in the company of the insolent,
 But delights in the law of the LORD
 and meditates on his law day and night.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

He is like a tree
 planted near running water,
 That yields its fruit in due season,
 and whose leaves never fade.
 Whatever he does, prospers.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Not so, the wicked, not so;
 they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
 For the LORD watches over the way of the just,
 but the way of the wicked vanishes.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 9:57-62

As Jesus and his disciples were proceeding
 on their journey
 someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go."
 Jesus answered him,
 "Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests,
 but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head."
 And to another he said, "Follow me."
 But he replied, "Lord, let me go first and bury my father."
 But he answered him, "Let the dead bury their dead.
 But you, go and proclaim the Kingdom of God."
 And another said, "I will follow you, Lord,
 but first let me say farewell to my family at home."
 He said, "No one who sets a hand to the plow
 and looks to what was left behind is fit for the Kingdom of God."

Reflection
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Monday (October 6):  Go and Do LikewiseMeditation: If God is all-loving and compassionate, then why is there so much suffering and evil in this world? Many agnostics refuse to believe in God because of this seemingly imponderable problem. If God is love then evil and suffering must be eliminated in all its forms. What is God's answer to this human dilemma? Jesus' parable about a highway robbery gives us a helpful hint. Jesus told this dramatic story in response to a devout Jew who wanted to understand how to apply God's great commandment of love to his everyday life circumstances. In so many words this religious-minded Jew said: "I want to love God as best as I can and I want to love my neighbor as well. But how do I know that I am fulfilling my duty to love my neighbor as myself?"

Jesus must have smiled when he heard this man challenge him to explain one's duty towards their neighbor. For the Jewish believer the law of love was plain and simple: "treat your neighbor as you would treat yourself." The real issue for this believer was the correct definition of who is "my neighbor". He understood "neighbor" to mean one's fellow Jew who belonged to the same covenant which God made with the people of Israel. Up to a certain point, Jesus agreed with this sincere expert but, at the same time, he challenged him to see that God's view of neighbor went far beyond his narrow definition.

God's love and mercy extends to all
Jesus told a parable to show how wide God's love and mercy is towards every fellow human being. Jesus' story of a brutal highway robbery was all too familiar to his audience. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho went through a narrow winding valley surrounded by steep rocky cliffs. Many wealthy Jews from Jerusalem had winter homes in Jerico. This narrow highway was dangerous and notorious for its robbers who could easily ambush their victim and escape into the hills. No one in his right mind would think of traveling through this dangerous highway alone. It was far safer to travel with others for protection and defense.

Our prejudice gets in the way of mercy
So why did the religious leaders refuse to give any help when they saw a half-dead victim lying by the roadside? Didn't they recognize that this victim was their neighbor? And why did a Samaritan, an outsider who was despised by the Jews, treat this victim with special care at his own expense as he would care for his own family? Who was the real neighbor who showed brotherly compassion and mercy? Jesus makes the supposed villain, the despised Samaritan, the merciful one as an example for the status conscious Jews. Why didn't the priest and Levite stop to help? The priest probably didn't want to risk the possibility of ritual impurity. His piety got in the way of charity. The Levite approached close to the victim, but stopped short of actually helping him. Perhaps he feared that bandits were using a decoy to ambush him. The Levite put personal safety ahead of saving his neighbor.

God expects us to be merciful as he is merciful
What does Jesus' story tell us about true love for one's neighbor? First, we must be willing to help even if others brought trouble on themselves through their own fault or negligence. Second, our love and concern to help others in need must be practical. Good intentions and showing pity, or emphathizing with others, are not enough. And lastly, our love for others must be as wide and as inclusive as God's love. God excludes no one from his care and concern. God's love is unconditional. So we must be ready to do good to others for their sake, just as God is good to us.

Jesus not only taught God's way of love, he also showed how far God was willing to go to share in our suffering and to restore us to wholeness of life and happiness. Jesus overcame sin, suffering, and death through his victory on the cross. His death brought us freedom from slavery to sin and the promise of everlasting life with God. He willingly shared in our suffering to bring us to the source of true healing and freedom from sin and oppression. True compassion not only identifies and emphathises with the one who is in pain, but takes that pain on oneself in order to bring freedom and restoration.

The cross shows us God's perfect love and forgiveness
Jesus truly identified with our plight, and he took the burden of our sinful condition upon himself. He showed us the depths of God's love and compassion, by sharing in our suffering and by offering his life as an atoning sacrifice for our sins upon the cross. His suffering is redemptive because it brings us healing and restoration and the fulness of eternal life. God offers us true freedom from every form of oppression, sin, and suffering. And that way is through the cross of Jesus Christ. Are you ready to embrace the cross of Christ, to suffer for his sake, and to lay down your life out of love for your neighbor?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your love always be the foundation of my life. Free me from every fear and selfish-concern that I may freely give myself in loving service to others, even to the point of laying my life down for their sake.
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October 7, 2025

Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary

Reading 1

Jonah 3:1-10

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time:
 "Set out for the great city of Nineveh,
 and announce to it the message that I will tell you."
 So Jonah made ready and went to Nineveh,
 according to the LORD's bidding.
 Now Nineveh was an enormously large city;
 it took three days to go through it.
 Jonah began his journey through the city,
 and had gone but a single day's walk announcing,
 "Forty days more and Nineveh shall be destroyed,"
 when the people of Nineveh believed God;
 they proclaimed a fast and all of them, great and small,
 put on sackcloth.

When the news reached the king of Nineveh,
 he rose from his throne, laid aside his robe,
 covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in the ashes.
 Then he had this proclaimed throughout Nineveh,
 by decree of the king and his nobles:
 "Neither man nor beast, neither cattle nor sheep,
 shall taste anything;
 they shall not eat, nor shall they drink water.
 Man and beast shall be covered with sackcloth
 and call loudly to God;
 every man shall turn from his evil way
 and from the violence he has in hand.
 Who knows, God may relent and forgive,
 and withhold his blazing wrath,
 so that we shall not perish."
 When God saw by their actions how they turned from their evil way,
 he repented of the evil that he had threatened to do to them;
 he did not carry it out.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8

R. (3) If you, O Lord, mark iniquities, who can stand?

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD
 LORD, hear my voice!
 Let your ears be attentive
 to my voice in supplication.

R. If you, O Lord, mark iniquities, who can stand?

If you, O LORD, mark iniquities,
 LORD, who can stand?
 But with you is forgiveness,
 that you may be revered.

R. If you, O Lord, mark iniquities, who can stand?

Let Israel wait for the LORD,
 For with the LORD is kindness
 and with him is plenteous redemption;
 And he will redeem Israel
 from all their iniquities.

R. If you, O Lord, mark iniquities, who can stand?

Alleluia

Luke 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are those who hear the word of God
 and observe it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 10:38-42

Jesus entered a village
 where a woman whose name was Martha welcomed him.
 She had a sister named Mary
 who sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak.
 Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and said,
 "Lord, do you not care
 that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving?
 Tell her to help me."
 The Lord said to her in reply,
 "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things.
 There is need of only one thing.
 Mary has chosen the better part
 and it will not be taken from her."

Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, #707-712.

Reading 1

Acts 1:12-14

After Jesus had been taken up into heaven,
 the Apostles returned to Jerusalem
 from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem,
 a sabbath day's journey away.

When they entered the city
 they went to the upper room where they were staying,
 Peter and John and James and Andrew,
 Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
 James son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot,
 and Judas son of James.
 All these devoted themselves with one accord to prayer,
 together with some women,
 and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

Responsorial Psalm

Luke 1:46-47, 48-49, 50-51, 52-53, 54-55

R. (49) The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"For he has looked upon his lowly servant.
 From this day all generations will call me blessed:
 the Almighty has done great things for me,
 and holy is his Name."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has mercy on those who fear him
 in every generation.
 He has shown the strength of his arm,
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
 and has lifted up the lowly.
 He has filled the hungry with good things,
 and the rich he has sent away empty."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has come to the help of his servant Israel
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
 the promise he made to our fathers,
 to Abraham and his children forever."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

Alleluia

See Luke 1:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you;
 blessed are you among women.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 1:26-38

The angel Gabriel was sent from God
 to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
 to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph,
 of the house of David,
 and the virgin's name was Mary.
 And coming to her, he said,
 "Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you."
 But she was greatly troubled at what was said
 and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
 Then the angel said to her,
 "Do not be afraid, Mary,
 for you have found favor with God.
 Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
 and you shall name him Jesus.
 He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,
 and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father,
 and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever,
 and of his Kingdom there will be no end."
 But Mary said to the angel,
 "How can this be,
 since I have no relations with a man?"
 And the angel said to her in reply,
 "The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
 and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
 Therefore the child to be born
 will be called holy, the Son of God.
 And behold, Elizabeth, your relative,
 has also conceived a son in her old age,
 and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren;
 for nothing will be impossible for God."
 Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.
 May it be done to me according to your word."
 Then the angel departed from her.

Reflection
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Tuesday (October 7):  You Are AnxiousMeditation: Does the peace of Christ reign in your home and in your personal life? Jesus loved to visit the home of Martha and Mary and enjoyed their gracious hospitality. In this brief encounter we see two very different temperaments in Martha and Mary. Martha loved to serve, but in her anxious manner of waiting on Jesus, she caused unrest. Mary, in her simple and trusting manner, waited on Jesus by sitting attentively at his feet. She instinctively knew that what the Lord and Teacher most wanted at that moment was her attentive presence.

Give your concerns and pre-occupations to the Lord
Anxiety and preoccupation keep us from listening and from giving the Lord our undivided attention. The Lord bids us to give him our concerns and anxieties because he is trustworthy and able to meet any need we have. His grace frees us from needless concerns and preoccupation. Do you seek the Lord attentively? And does the Lord find a welcomed and honored place in your home?

Always welcome the Lord into your home and heart
The Lord Jesus desires that we make a place for him, not only in our hearts, but in our homes and in the daily circumstances of our lives as well. We honor the Lord when we offer to him everything we have and everything we do. After all, everything we have is an outright gift from God (1 Chronicles 29:14). Paul the Apostle urges us to give God glory in everything: "Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him" (Colossians 3:17).

When you sit, eat, sleep and when you entertain your friends and guests, remember that the Lord Jesus is also the guest of your home. Scripture tells us that when Abraham opened his home and welcomed three unknown travelers, he welcomed the Lord who blessed him favorably for his gracious hospitality (Genesis 18:1-10; Hebrews 13:2). The Lord wants us to bring him glory in the way we treat others and use the gifts he has graciously given to us. God, in turn, blesses us with his gracious presence and fills us with joy.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, to be in your presence is life and joy for me. Free me from needless concerns and preoccupations that I may give you my undivided love and attention.
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October 8, 2025

Wednesday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Jonah 4:1-11

Jonah was greatly displeased
 and became angry that God did not carry out the evil
 he threatened against Nineveh.
 He prayed, "I beseech you, LORD,
 is not this what I said while I was still in my own country?
 This is why I fled at first to Tarshish.
 I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God,
 slow to anger, rich in clemency, loath to punish.
 And now, LORD, please take my life from me;
 for it is better for me to die than to live."
 But the LORD asked, "Have you reason to be angry?"

Jonah then left the city for a place to the east of it,
 where he built himself a hut and waited under it in the shade,
 to see what would happen to the city.
 And when the LORD God provided a gourd plant
 that grew up over Jonah's head,
 giving shade that relieved him of any discomfort,
 Jonah was very happy over the plant.
 But the next morning at dawn
 God sent a worm that attacked the plant,
 so that it withered.
 And when the sun arose, God sent a burning east wind;
 and the sun beat upon Jonah's head till he became faint.
 Then Jonah asked for death, saying,
 "I would be better off dead than alive."

But God said to Jonah,
 "Have you reason to be angry over the plant?"
 "I have reason to be angry," Jonah answered, "angry enough to die."
 Then the LORD said,
 "You are concerned over the plant which cost you no labor
 and which you did not raise;
 it came up in one night and in one night it perished.
 And should I not be concerned over Nineveh, the great city,
 in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons
 who cannot distinguish their right hand from their left,
 not to mention the many cattle?"

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10

R. (15) Lord, you are merciful and gracious.

Have mercy on me, O Lord,
 for to you I call all the day.
 Gladden the soul of your servant,
 for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

R. Lord, you are merciful and gracious.

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving,
 abounding in kindness to all who call upon you.
 Hearken, O LORD, to my prayer
 and attend to the sound of my pleading.

R. Lord, you are merciful and gracious.

All the nations you have made shall come
 and worship you, O Lord,
 and glorify your name.
 For you are great, and you do wondrous deeds;
 you alone are God.

R. Lord, you are merciful and gracious.

Alleluia

Romans 8:15bc

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

You have received a spirit of adoption as sons
 through which we cry: Abba! Father!

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 11:1-4

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he had finished,
 one of his disciples said to him,
 "Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples."
 He said to them, "When you pray, say:

Father, hallowed be your name,
 your Kingdom come.
 Give us each day our daily bread
 and forgive us our sins
 for we ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us,
 and do not subject us to the final test."

Reflection
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Wednesday (October 8):  Lord, Teach Us to PrayMeditation: Do you pray with joy and confidence? The Jews were noted for their devotion to prayer. Formal prayer was prescribed for three set times a day. And the rabbis had a prayer for every occasion. It was also a custom for rabbis to teach their disciples a simple prayer they might use on a regular basis. Jesus' disciples ask him for such a prayer. When Jesus taught his disciples to pray he gave them the disciple's prayer, what we call the Our Father or Lord's Prayer. (See longer version in Matthew 6:9-13).

God treats us as his own sons and daughters
What does Jesus' prayer tell us about God and about ourselves? First, it tells us that God is both Father in being the Creator and Author of all that he has made, the first origin of everything and transcendent authority, and he is eternally Father by his relationship to his only Son who, reciprocally is Son only in relation to his Father (Matthew 11:27). All fatherhood and motherhood is derived from him (Ephesians 3:14-15). In Jesus Christ we are reborn and become the adopted children of God (John 1:12-13; 3:3).

We can approach God confidently as a Father who loves us
Jesus teaches us to address God as "our Father" and to confidently ask him for the things we need to live as his sons and daughters. We can approach God our Father with confidence and boldness because Jesus Christ has opened the way to heaven for us through his death and resurrection. When we ask God for help, he fortunately does not give us what we deserve. Instead, he responds with grace and mercy. He is kind and forgiving towards us and he expects us to treat our neighbor the same.

We can pray with expectant faith and trust in the Father's goodness
We can pray with expectant faith because our heavenly Father truly loves each one of us and and he treats us as his beloved children. He delights to give us what is good. His love and grace transforms us and makes us like himself. Through his grace and power we can love and serve one another as Jesus taught - with grace, mercy, and loving-kindness.

Do you treat others as they deserve, or do you treat them as the Lord Jesus would with grace and mercy? Jesus' prayer includes an injunction (charge) that we must ask God to forgive us in proportion as we forgive those who have wronged us (Matthew 6:14-15). God's grace frees us from every form of anger, resentment, envy, and hatred. Are you ready to forgive others as the Lord Jesus forgives you?

Prayer: Father in heaven, you have given me a mind to know you, a will to serve you, and a heart to love you. Give me today the grace and strength to embrace your holy will and fill my heart with your love that all my intentions and actions may be pleasing to you. Help me to be kind and forgiving towards my neighbor as you have been towards me.
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October 9, 2025

Thursday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Malachi 3:13-20b

You have defied me in word, says the LORD,
 yet you ask, "What have we spoken against you?"
 You have said, "It is vain to serve God,
 and what do we profit by keeping his command,
 And going about in penitential dress
 in awe of the LORD of hosts?
 Rather must we call the proud blessed;
 for indeed evildoers prosper,
 and even tempt God with impunity."
 Then they who fear the LORD spoke with one another,
 and the LORD listened attentively;
 And a record book was written before him
 of those who fear the LORD and trust in his name.
 And they shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts,
 my own special possession, on the day I take action.
 And I will have compassion on them,
 as a man has compassion on his son who serves him.
 Then you will again see the distinction
 between the just and the wicked;
 Between the one who serves God,
 and the one who does not serve him.
 For lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven,
 when all the proud and all evildoers will be stubble,
 And the day that is coming will set them on fire,
 leaving them neither root nor branch,
 says the LORD of hosts.
 But for you who fear my name, there will arise
 the sun of justice with its healing rays.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6

R. (Ps 40:5a) Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.

Blessed the man who follows not
 the counsel of the wicked
 Nor walks in the way of sinners,
 nor sits in the company of the insolent,
 But delights in the law of the LORD
 and meditates on his law day and night.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.

He is like a tree
 planted near running water,
 That yields its fruit in due season,
 and whose leaves never fade.
 Whatever he does, prospers.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.

Not so the wicked, not so;
 they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
 For the LORD watches over the way of the just,
 but the way of the wicked vanishes.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.

Alleluia

See Acts 16:14b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Open our hearts, O Lord,
 to listen to the words of your Son.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 11:5-13

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Suppose one of you has a friend
 to whom he goes at midnight and says,
 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread,
 for a friend of mine has arrived at my house from a journey
 and I have nothing to offer him,'
 and he says in reply from within,
 'Do not bother me; the door has already been locked
 and my children and I are already in bed.
 I cannot get up to give you anything.'
 I tell you, if he does not get up to give him the loaves
 because of their friendship,
 he will get up to give him whatever he needs
 because of his persistence.

"And I tell you, ask and you will receive;
 seek and you will find;
 knock and the door will be opened to you.
 For everyone who asks, receives;
 and the one who seeks, finds;
 and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
 What father among you would hand his son a snake
 when he asks for a fish?
 Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg?
 If you then, who are wicked,
 know how to give good gifts to your children,
 how much more will the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit
 to those who ask him?"

Optional Memorial of Saint Denis, Bishop and Martyr, and his Companions, Martyrs

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718.



Reading 1

2 Corinthians 6:4-10

Brothers and sisters:
 In everything we commend ourselves as ministers of God,
 through much endurance, in afflictions, hardships, constraints,
 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, vigils, fasts;
 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness,
 in the Holy Spirit, in unfeigned love, in truthful speech,
 in the power of God;
 with weapons of righteousness at the right and at the left;
 through glory and dishonor, insult and praise.
 We are treated as deceivers and yet are truthful;
 as unrecognized and yet acknowledged;
 as dying and behold we live;
 as chastised and yet not put to death;
 as sorrowful yet always rejoicing;
 as poor yet enriching many;
 as having nothing and yet possessing all things.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those who sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 5:13-16

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "You are the salt of the earth.
 But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned?
 It is no longer good for anything
 but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.
 You are the light of the world.
 A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden.
 Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket;
 it is set on a lampstand,
 where it gives light to all in the house.
 Just so, your light must shine before others,
 that they may see your good deeds
 and glorify your heavenly Father."

Optional Memorial of Saint John Leonardi, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Those Who Work for the Underprivileged, #737-742.



Reading 1

2 Corinthians 4:1-2, 5-7

Brothers and sisters:
 Since we have this ministry through the mercy shown us,
 we are not discouraged.
 Rather, we have renounced shameful, hidden things;
 not acting deceitfully or falsifying the word of God,
 but by the open declaration of the truth
 we commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God.
 For we do not preach ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord,
 and ourselves as your slaves for the sake of Jesus.
 For God who said, Let light shine out of darkness,
 has shone in our hearts to bring to light
 the knowledge of the glory of God on the face of Jesus Christ.

But we hold this treasure in earthen vessels,
 that the surpassing power may be of God and not from us.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
 give to the LORD glory and praise;
 give to the LORD the glory due his name!

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Alleluia

Mark 1:17

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come after me, says the Lord,
 and I will make you fishers of men.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 5:1-11

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God,
 he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret.
 He saw two boats there alongside the lake;
 the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets.
 Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon,
 he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore.
 Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.
 After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,
 "Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch."
 Simon said in reply,
 "Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing,
 but at your command I will lower the nets."
 When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish
 and their nets were tearing.
 They signaled to their partners in the other boat
 to come to help them.
 They came and filled both boats
 so that they were in danger of sinking.
 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said,
 "Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man."
 For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him
 and all those with him,
 and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
 who were partners of Simon.
 Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid;
 from now on you will be catching men."
 When they brought their boats to the shore,
 they left everything and followed him.

Reflection 
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Thursday (October 9):  How Much More Will the Heavenly Father Give!Meditation: What can we expect from God, especially when we recognize that he doesn't owe us anything and that we don't deserve his grace and favor? Jesus used the illustration of a late-night traveler to teach his listeners an important lesson about how God treats us in contrast to the kind of treatment we might expect from our neighbors.

The rule of hospitality in biblical times required the cooperation of the entire community in entertaining an unexpected or late-night guest. Whether the guest was hungry or not, a meal would be served. In a small village it would be easy to know who had baked bread that day. Bread was essential for a meal because it served as a utensil for dipping and eating from the common dishes. Asking for bread from one's neighbor was both a common occurrence and an expected favor. To refuse to give bread would bring shame and dishonor because it was a sign of in-hospitality - showing a lack of friendship and generosity.

God awakens us from sleep that we may ask and receive
If a neighbor can be imposed upon and coerced into giving bread in the middle of the night, how much more hospitable is God, who, no matter what the circumstances, is generous and ready to give us what we need. Augustine of Hippo reminds us that "God, who does not sleep and who awakens us from sleep that we may ask, gives much more graciously."

Ask, seek, knock - and it will be given
When you are in need who do you turn to for help? Jesus tells us that God is always ready to answer those who seek him and call upon him with expectant trust in his mercy and kindness. Jesus states very clearly and simply what we must do: Ask, seek, knock . God our heavenly Father waits upon us. Like a table waiter or friend who comes in the middle of the night, he is always ready to hear our plea and to give us what we need. Do you ask the Father with expectant faith and confident trust in his goodness? Do you seek his guidance and help in your time of need? Do you knock with persistence at his door of mercy and favor? If we treat our heavenly Father with indifference or neglect to ask with confident trust, we may miss the opportunity we have been given to receive his grace and favor and merciful help.

God gives more than we can ask or expect
In conclusion Jesus makes a startling claim: How much more will the heavenly Father give! The Lord is ever ready to give us not only what we need, but more than we can expect. He gives freely of his Holy Spirit that we may share in his abundant life and joy. Do you approach your heavenly Father with confident trust in his mercy and kindness?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, you are merciful, gracious and kind. May I never doubt your mercy and love nor hesitate to seek you with confident trust in order to obtain the gifts, graces, and daily provision I need to live as your beloved child and constant friend.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 10, 2025

Friday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2

Gird yourselves and weep, O priests!
 wail, O ministers of the altar!
 Come, spend the night in sackcloth,
 O ministers of my God!
 The house of your God is deprived
 of offering and libation.
 Proclaim a fast,
 call an assembly;
 Gather the elders,
 all who dwell in the land,
 Into the house of the LORD, your God,
 and cry to the LORD!

Alas, the day!
 for near is the day of the LORD,
 and it comes as ruin from the Almighty.

Blow the trumpet in Zion,
 sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
 Let all who dwell in the land tremble,
 for the day of the LORD is coming;
 Yes, it is near, a day of darkness and of gloom,
 a day of clouds and somberness!
 Like dawn spreading over the mountains,
 a people numerous and mighty!
 Their like has not been from of old,
 nor will it be after them,
 even to the years of distant generations.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9

R. (9) The Lord will judge the world with justice.

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart;
 I will declare all your wondrous deeds.
 I will be glad and exult in you;
 I will sing praise to your name, Most High.

R. The Lord will judge the world with justice.

You rebuked the nations and destroyed the wicked;
 their name you blotted out forever and ever.
 The nations are sunk in the pit they have made;
 in the snare they set, their foot is caught.

R. The Lord will judge the world with justice.

But the LORD sits enthroned forever;
 he has set up his throne for judgment.
 He judges the world with justice;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. The Lord will judge the world with justice.

Alleluia

John 12:31b-32

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The prince of this world will now be cast out,
 and when I am lifted up from the earth
 I will draw all to myself, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 11:15-26

When Jesus had driven out a demon, some of the crowd said:
 “By the power of Beelzebul, the prince of demons,
 he drives out demons.”
 Others, to test him, asked him for a sign from heaven.
 But he knew their thoughts and said to them,
 “Every kingdom divided against itself will be laid waste
 and house will fall against house.
 And if Satan is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand?
 For you say that it is by Beelzebul that I drive out demons.
 If I, then, drive out demons by Beelzebul,
 by whom do your own people drive them out?
 Therefore they will be your judges.
 But if it is by the finger of God that I drive out demons,
 then the Kingdom of God has come upon you.
 When a strong man fully armed guards his palace,
 his possessions are safe.
 But when one stronger than he attacks and overcomes him,
 he takes away the armor on which he relied
 and distributes the spoils.
 Whoever is not with me is against me,
 and whoever does not gather with me scatters.

“When an unclean spirit goes out of someone,
 it roams through arid regions searching for rest
 but, finding none, it says,
 ‘I shall return to my home from which I came.’
 But upon returning, it finds it swept clean and put in order.
 Then it goes and brings back seven other spirits
 more wicked than itself who move in and dwell there,
 and the last condition of that man is worse than the first.”

Reflection
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Friday (October 10):  If It Is by the Finger of GodMeditation: When danger lurks, what kind of protection do you seek? Jesus came to free us from the greatest danger of all - the corrupting force of evil which destroys us from within and makes us slaves to sin and Satan (John 8:34). Evil is not an impersonal force that just happens. It has a name and a face and it seeks to master every heart and soul on the face of the earth (1 Peter 5:8-9). Scripture identifies the Evil One by many names, 'Satan', 'Beelzebul - the 'prince of demons', the 'Devil', the 'Deceiver', the 'Father of Lies', and 'Lucifier', the fallen angel who broke rank with God and established his own army and kingdom in opposition to God.

Jesus has power to cast out the Deceiver and set us free
Jesus declared that he came to overthrow the power of Satan and his kingdom (John 12:31). Jesus' numerous exorcisms brought freedom to many who were troubled and oppressed by the work of evil spirits. Jesus himself encountered personal opposition and battle with Satan when he was put to the test in the wilderness just before his public ministry (Matthew 4:1; Luke 4:1). He overcame the Evil One through his obedience to the will of his Father.

Some of the Jewish leaders reacted vehemently to Jesus' healings and exorcisms and they opposed him with malicious slander. How could Jesus get the power and authority to release individuals from Satan's influence and control? They assumed that he had to be in league with Satan. They attributed his power to Satan rather than to God. Jesus answers their charge with two arguments. There were many exorcists in Palestine in Jesus' time. So Jesus retorted by saying that they also incriminate their own kin who cast out demons. If they condemn Jesus they also condemn themselves.

Whose kingdom do you follow and serve?
In his second argument Jesus asserts that no kingdom divided against itself can survive for long. We have witnessed enough civil wars in our own time to prove the destructive force at work here for the annihilation of whole peoples and their land. If Satan lends his power against his own forces then he is finished.

Cyril of Alexandria, a 5th century church father explains the force of Jesus' argument: Kingdoms are established by the fidelity of subjects and the obedience of those under the royal scepter. Houses are established when those who belong to them in no way whatsoever thwart one another but, on the contrary, agree in will and deed. I suppose it would establish the kingdom too of Beelzebub, had he determined to abstain from everything contrary to himself. How then does Satan cast out Satan? It follows then that devils do not depart from people on their own accord but retire unwillingly. "Satan," he says, "does not fight with himself." He does not rebuke his own servants. He does not permit himself to injure his own armor bearers. On the contrary, he helps his kingdom. "It remains for you to understand that I crush Satan by divine power." [ Commentary on Luke, Homily 80]

How can a strong person be defeated except by someone who is stronger? Jesus asserted his power and authority to cast out demons as a clear demonstration of the reign of God. Jesus' reference to the 'finger of God' points back to Moses' confrontation with Pharoah and his magicians who represented Satan and the kingdom of darkness (see Exodus 8:19). Jesus claims to be carrying on the tradition of Moses whose miracles freed the Israelites from bondage by the finger of God . God's power is clearly at work in the exorcisms which Jesus performed and they give evidence that God's kingdom has come.

God and his Word is the source of our protection and security
What is the point of Jesus' grim story about a vacant house being occupied by an evil force? It is not enough to banish evil thoughts and habits from our lives. We must also fill the void with God who is the source of all that is good, wholesome, true, and life-giving for us. Augustine of Hippo said that our lives have a God-shaped void which only God can fill. If we attempt to leave it vacant or to fill it with something else which is not of God, we will end up being in a worse state in the end.

What do you fill the void in your life with? The Lord Jesus wants to fill our minds and hearts with the power of his life-giving word and healing love. Jesus makes it very clear that there are no neutral parties in this world. We are either for the Lord Jesus or against him, for the kingdom of God or against it. We cannot serve two kingdoms opposed to each another. There are ultimately only two universal kingdoms which stand in opposition to one another - the kingdom of God - his kingdom of light and truth - and the kingdom of darkness - which is opposed to God's truth and justice and which is dominated by Satan's lies and deception. If we disobey God's word, we open to door to the power of sin and the deception of Satan in our personal lives.

Is Jesus the Lord of your mind, heart, and home?
If we want to live in true freedom, then our "house" (the inner core of our true being) must be occupied by Jesus where he is enthroned as Lord and Savior. The Lord assures us of his protection from spiritual harm and he gives us the help and strength we need to resist the devil and his lies (James 4:7). The Scriptures remind us that God is our refuge and his angels stand guard over us:
"Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your habitation, no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. For he will give his angels charge of you to guard you in all your ways"(Psalm 91:9-11).

Do you know the peace and security of a life submitted to God and his word?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, be the ruler of my heart and the master of my home. May there be nothing in my life that is not under your lordship.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 11, 2025

Saturday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Joel 4:12-21

Thus says the LORD:
 Let the nations bestir themselves and come up
 to the Valley of Jehoshaphat;
 For there will I sit in judgment
 upon all the neighboring nations.

Apply the sickle,
 for the harvest is ripe;
 Come and tread,
 for the wine press is full;
 The vats overflow,
 for great is their malice.
 Crowd upon crowd
 in the valley of decision;
 For near is the day of the LORD
 in the valley of decision.
 Sun and moon are darkened,
 and the stars withhold their brightness.
 The LORD roars from Zion,
 and from Jerusalem raises his voice;
 The heavens and the earth quake,
 but the LORD is a refuge to his people,
 a stronghold to the children of Israel.

Then shall you know that I, the LORD, am your God,
 dwelling on Zion, my holy mountain;
 Jerusalem shall be holy,
 and strangers shall pass through her no more.
 And then, on that day,
 the mountains shall drip new wine,
 and the hills shall flow with milk;
 And the channels of Judah
 shall flow with water:
 A fountain shall issue from the house of the LORD,
 to water the Valley of Shittim.
 Egypt shall be a waste,
 and Edom a desert waste,
 Because of violence done to the people of Judah,
 because they shed innocent blood in their land.
 But Judah shall abide forever,
 and Jerusalem for all generations.
 I will avenge their blood,
 and not leave it unpunished.
 The LORD dwells in Zion.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12

R. (12a) Rejoice in the Lord, you just!

The LORD is king; let the earth rejoice;
 let the many isles be glad.
 Clouds and darkness are round about him,
 justice and judgment are the foundation of his throne.

R. Rejoice in the Lord, you just!

The mountains melt like wax before the LORD,
 before the LORD of all the earth.
 The heavens proclaim his justice,
 and all peoples see his glory.

R. Rejoice in the Lord, you just!

Light dawns for the just;
 and gladness, for the upright of heart.
 Be glad in the LORD, you just,
 and give thanks to his holy name.

R. Rejoice in the Lord, you just!

Alleluia

Luke 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are those who hear the word of God
 and observe it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 11:27-28

While Jesus was speaking,
 a woman from the crowd called out and said to him,
 "Blessed is the womb that carried you
 and the breasts at which you nursed."
 He replied, "Rather, blessed are those
 who hear the word of God and observe it."

Optional Memorial of Saint John XXIII, Pope

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For a Pope (#719-724).



Reading 1

Ezekiel 34:11-16

Thus says the Lord GOD:
 I myself will look after and tend my sheep.
 As a shepherd tends his flock
 when he finds himself among his scattered sheep,
 so will I tend my sheep.
 I will rescue them from every place where they were scattered
 when it was cloudy and dark.
 I will lead them out from among the peoples
 and gather them from the foreign lands;
 I will bring them back to their own country
 and pasture them upon the mountains of Israel
 in the land's ravines and all its inhabited places.
 In good pastures will I pasture them,
 and on the mountain heights of Israel
 shall be their grazing ground.
 There they shall lie down on good grazing ground,
 and in rich pastures shall they be pastured
 on the mountains of Israel.
 I myself will pasture my sheep;
 I myself will give them rest, says the Lord GOD.
 The lost I will seek out,
 the strayed I will bring back,
 the injured I will bind up,
 the sick I will heal,
 but the sleek and the strong I will destroy,
 shepherding them rightly.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6

R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
 Beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Even though I walk in the dark valley
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side
 With your rod and your staff
 that give me courage. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 You anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Alleluia

John 10:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 21:15-17

After Jesus had revealed himself to his disciples and
 eaten breakfast with them, he said to Simon Peter,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs."
 He then said to Simon Peter a second time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
 He said to him, "Tend my sheep."
 He said to him the third time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time,
 "Do you love me?" and he said to him,
 "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep."

Reflection
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Saturday (October 11):  Hear the Word of God and Keep ItMeditation: Who do you seek to favor and bless? When an admirer wished to compliment Jesus by praising his mother, Jesus did not deny the truth of the blessing she pronounced. Her beatitude (which means "blessedness" or "happiness") recalls Mary's canticle: All generations will call me blessed (Luke 1:48). Jesus adds to her words by pointing to the source of all true blessedness or happiness - union with God in heart, mind, and will.

We can hear God's Word and believe it
Mary humbly submitted herself to the miraculous plan of God for the incarnation of his only begotten Son - the Word of God made flesh in her womb - by declaring: I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be done to me according to your word (Luke 1:38). Mary heard the word spoken to her by the angel sent by God and she believed it.

On another occasion Jesus remarked that whoever does the will of God is a friend of God and a member of his family - his sons and daughters who have been ransomed by the precious blood of Christ (Luke 8:21). They are truly blessed because they know their God personally and they find joy in hearing and obeying his word.

Jesus unites us with our heavenly Father
Our goal in life, the very reason we were created in the first place, is for union with God. We were made for God and our hearts are restless until they rest in him. Lucian of Antioch (240-312), an early Christian theologian and martyr, once said that "a Christian's only relatives are the saints." Those who follow Jesus Christ and who seek the will of God enter into a new family, a family of "saints" here on earth and in heaven. Jesus changes the order of relationships and shows that true kinship is not just a matter of flesh and blood. Our adoption as sons and daughters of God transforms all our relationships and requires a new order of loyalty to God and his kingdom. Do you hunger for God and for his word?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, my heart is restless until it rests in you. Help me to live in your presence and in the knowledge of your great love for me. May I seek to please you in all that I do, say, and think.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 12, 2025

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading I

2 Kings 5:14-17

Naaman went down and plunged into the Jordan seven times
 at the word of Elisha, the man of God.
 His flesh became again like the flesh of a little child,
 and he was clean of his leprosy.

Naaman returned with his whole retinue to the man of God.
 On his arrival he stood before Elisha and said,
 "Now I know that there is no God in all the earth,
 except in Israel.
 Please accept a gift from your servant."

Elisha replied, "As the LORD lives whom I serve, I will not take it;"
 and despite Naaman's urging, he still refused.
 Naaman said: "If you will not accept,
 please let me, your servant, have two mule-loads of earth,
 for I will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice
 to any other god except to the LORD."



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4

R. (cf. 2b) The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

Sing to the LORD a new song,
 for he has done wondrous deeds;
 his right hand has won victory for him,
 his holy arm.

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

The LORD has made his salvation known:
 in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
 He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
 toward the house of Israel.

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

All the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation by our God.
 Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands:
 break into song; sing praise.

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.


 Reading II

2 Timothy 2:8-13

Beloved:
 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David:
 such is my gospel, for which I am suffering,
 even to the point of chains, like a criminal.
 But the word of God is not chained.
 Therefore, I bear with everything for the sake of those who are chosen,
 so that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus,
 together with eternal glory.
 This saying is trustworthy:
 If we have died with him
 we shall also live with him;
 if we persevere
 we shall also reign with him.
 But if we deny him
 he will deny us.
 If we are unfaithful
 he remains faithful,
 for he cannot deny himself.

Alleluia

1 Thessalonians 5:18

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

In all circumstances, give thanks,
 for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Luke 17:11-19

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem,
 he traveled through Samaria and Galilee.
 As he was entering a village, ten lepers met him.
 They stood at a distance from him and raised their voices, saying,
 "Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!"
 And when he saw them, he said,
 "Go show yourselves to the priests."
 As they were going they were cleansed.
 And one of them, realizing he had been healed,
 returned, glorifying God in a loud voice;
 and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him.
 He was a Samaritan.
 Jesus said in reply,
 "Ten were cleansed, were they not?
 Where are the other nine?
 Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?"
 Then he said to him, "Stand up and go;
 your faith has saved you."

Reflection
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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle C 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - 2 Kings 5:14-17 

 
 The books of Kings chronicle the period of time between roughly 970 B.C. through 587    B.C.; the reign of Solomon, through the division of the kingdom into Judah and Israel, and then the Babylonian occupation and the destruction of the temple and the exile of the people of God. 1st and 2nd Kings in fact form one continuous work with the division arbitrarily disrupting the account of the reign of Ahaziah of Israel. Although it spans almost 400    years in a chronological manner, it is not a work of political or social history, but one of theological history. It recounts from a consistent theological point of view, Israels life in its own land from the end of Davids reign to the Babylonian exile. It is less interested in accurately chronicling events, no matter how important they may seem to the modern historian, than in explaining the tragic fate of Yahwehs people. The sources used by the sacred author are many and varied, ranging from popular tales (1 Kings 3:16-27) and miracle stories (2 Kings 2) to archival records (1 Kings 4:7-19). In Kings, the sacred author repeatedly refers the reader to three sources by name for further information: The Acts of Solomon (1 Kings 11:41), The Chronicles of the Kings of Judah (1 Kings 14:29), and The Chronicles of the Kings of Israel (1 Kings 14:19). Unfortunately, all three are now lost, although references to them are in 40 verses of Holy Scripture. Todays reading takes place sometime around 850 B.C. when Elisha is the prophet and describes Elisha as the master of leprosy. Naaman, king of Damascus and captain of the army of the King of Syria, has contracted leprosy. Some time earlier, his army had taken a young Israelite girl as captive and she is now Naamans wifes servant. This girl advises her mistress to have Naaman go to see the prophet in Samaria (Elisha) for a cure. Naaman got permission from his king and a letter of introduction to the King of Israel, and departed taking with him ten talents of silver (about 750 pounds), 6000 shekels of gold (about 150 pounds) and ten sets of clothes. The letter of introduction read I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of leprosy. Upon reading the letter, the Israelite king became very upset because he thought the Syrian king was trying to pick a quarrel with him by giving him an impossible task – one only God could perform. Upon hearing of the kings distress, Elisha sent him a note to have Naaman come to him so he will know there is a prophet in Israel. Upon meeting Elisha, Naaman is told to go wash himself seven times in the Jordan and he will be cured. Naaman went away angry. He had expected to have the prophet invoke the name of God, wave his hand over the affected area, and he would be cured. Instead, he is told to wash in a dirty river – surely the rivers of Damascus are cleaner. Naamans servants however convinced him to try the cure; after all, if the prophet had told him to do some great thing he would have done it. 1    14    So Naaman went down and plunged into the Jordan seven times at the word of the man of God. Seven is the number of the covenant. A complete washing. His flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 15 He returned with his whole retinue to the man of God. On his arrival he stood before him and said, Now I know Before this event, he had doubted – to the point of beginning to return to the land of Damascus. that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel. The dirty waters of Israel have effected a cure. Please accept a gift from your servant. Presumably the gold and silver (about $750,000 worth at todays prices) 16    As the LORD lives whom I serve, I will not take it, Elisha replied; and despite Naamans urging, he still refused. Acceptance would suggest that it was Elishas own powers that had effected the cure. 17    Naaman said: If you will not accept, please let me, your servant, have two mule-loads of earth, for I will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice to any other god except to the LORD. Naaman states a common ancient conception that linked and limited a deity to some particular territory (see Psalm 137:4). If Naaman is to worship Yahweh in Damascus, he must take some of Yahwehs domain with him, hence the two mule-loads of earth. This way, he can build his altar on Yahwehs domain when he worships the true God in Damascus, his home city. 

 

2nd Reading - 2 Timothy 2:8-13 

 
 As we continue with our study of 2nd Timothy, we find Saint Paul describing the sufferings of the Christian apostle and the hope that he has. 8    Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David: Emphasizes the messianic kingship of Jesus 2    such is my gospel, The good news. By His victory over death He has shown Himself to be the Son of God (see Romans 1:4). 9    for which I am suffering, even to the point of chains, like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. Because there are other preachers. Also, Paul has been able to spread the word even as a prisoner. But now God has made us such that nothing can subdue us. Our hands are bound but not our tongue, since nothing can bind the tongue but cowardice and unbelief. Where these are not, though you fasten chains upon us, the preaching of the gospel is not bound. [Saint John Chrysostom (between A.D. 393-397), Homilies on the Second Epistle to Timothy 4] 10    Therefore, I bear with everything for the sake of those who are chosen, His sufferings are of value for those chosen for Christianity, both those already Christians and those not yet converted. so that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, together with eternal glory. 11 This saying is trustworthy: The saying is sure. Paul draws attention to the fundamental truth. If we have died with him we shall also live with him; Refers back to verse 8. When Paul speaks of dying with Christ and rising with Him, he has in mind not only the mystical death and resurrection of baptism, but also the development of this experience in the Christian life, with special emphasis on the physical sufferings and dangers of the apostolate, the final stage of this assimilation with Christ taking place at the parousia. The Savior, too, first granted you this very thing – that you should fall. You were a Gentile. Let the Gentile in you fall. You loved prostitutes. Let the lover of prostitutes in you perish first. You were a sinner. Let the sinner in you fall. Then you can rise again and say, If we have died with Him, we shall also live with Him, and, If we have been made like Him in death, we shall also be like Him in resurrection. [Origen (after A.D. 233), Homilies on Luke 17,3] 12    if we persevere we shall also reign with him. But if we deny him Such a denial would mean infidelity to Christ. 3    he will deny us. Christs denial would be a refusal to recognize a man at the judgment as one of His followers. 13    If we are unfaithful he remains faithful, Either to His promise to punish or to His promise to show love and mercy for he cannot deny himself. He is unchangeable in His very nature. 

 

Gospel - Luke 17:11-19 

 
 Our gospel reading this week takes over where our reading left off last week. Last week we heard of the inward renewal of disciples. Today we begin the conclusion of what it means to be a follower of Jesus. 11    As he [Jesus] continued his journey to Jerusalem, he traveled through Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was entering a village, ten lepers met (him). Persons with skin diseases were not clean or holy and were isolated. They could not go to synagogue or Temple. Anyone who touched an unclean person became unclean themselves. These ten are separated from everything – including their kinsmen. They stood at a distance from him 13 and raised their voice, Being careful to avoid making someone unclean, they stay away. Misery so loves company that this group consists of both Jews and one Samaritan (with whom Jews normally did not deal). saying, Jesus, Master! Have pity on us! 14 And when he saw them, he said, Go show yourselves to the priests. In compliance with Mosaic law (see Leviticus 14:1-32). The Samaritan most probably would have gone to his own priests at Mt. Gerizim. As they were going they were cleansed. 15 And one of them, realizing he had been healed, returned, Naaman (a foreigner in Israel) also returned to Elisha in our 1st reading today. 4    glorifying God in a loud voice; He gave glory to God by proclaiming Gods redemptive acts. Not necessarily praising Jesus, but God who sent Him. 16    and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus said in reply, Ten were cleansed, were they not? Where are the other nine? 18 Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God? 19 Then he said to him, Stand up and go; your faith has saved you. Not salvation by faith alone, the Samaritan had to act on that faith and ask for healing. Jesus has restored him to his community and family – he is no longer an outcast. In Jesus, His disciples (us) find the fullness of human wholeness. 
   
 5 


St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, Picayune, MS http://www.scborromeo.org  


Sunday (October 12):  He Fell at Jesus' Feet Giving ThanksMeditation: What can adversity teach us about the blessing of thanksgiving and the healing power of love and mercy? The Book of Proverbs states: A friend loves at all times; and a brother is born for adversity (Proverbs 17:17). When adversity strikes you find out who truly is your brother, sister, and friend. The Gospel records an unusual encounter between two peoples who had been divided for centuries. The Jews and Samaritans had no dealings with one another even though Samaria was located in the central part of Judea. Both peoples were openly hostile whenever their paths crossed. In this Gospel narrative we see one rare exception - a Samaritan leper in company with nine Jewish lepers. Sometimes adversity forces people to drop their barriers or to forget their prejudices. When this band of Jewish and Samaritan lepers saw Jesus they made a bold request. They didn't ask for healing, but instead asked for mercy.

Mercy is heartfelt sorrow at another's misfortune
The word mercy literally means "sorrowful at heart" . But mercy is something more than compassion, or heartfelt sorrow at another's misfortune. Compassion empathizes with the sufferer. But mercy goes further - it removes suffering. A merciful person shares in another's misfortune and suffering as if it were his or her own. And such a person will do everything in his or her power to dispel that misery.

Mercy is also connected with justice. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), a great teacher and scripture scholar, said that mercy "does not destroy justice, but is a certain kind of fulfillment of justice. ..Mercy without justice is the mother of dissolution; (and) justice without mercy is cruelty." Pardon without repentance negates justice.

God's mercy brings healing of mind, heart, and body
So what is the significance of these ten lepers asking for mercy? They know they are in need of healing, not just physical, but spiritual healing as well. They approach Jesus with contrition and faith because they believe that he can release the burden of guilt and suffering and make restoration of body and soul possible. Their request for mercy is both a plea for pardon and release from suffering. Jesus gives mercy to all who ask with faith and contrition.
Why did only one leper out of ten return to show gratitude? Gratefulness, another word which expresses gratitude of heart and a thankful disposition, is related to g race - which means the release of loveliness . Gratitude is the homage of the heart which responds with graciousness in expressing an act of thanksgiving. The Samaritan approached Jesus reverently and gave praise to God.

Ingratitude leads to lack of love and kindness, and intolerance towards others
If we do not recognize and appreciate the mercy and help shown to us we will be ungrateful and unkind towards others. Ingratitude is forgetfulness or a poor return for kindness received. Ingratitude easily leads to lack of charity and intolerance towards others, as well as to other vices, such as complaining, grumbling, discontentment, pride, and presumption. How often have we been ungrateful to our parents, pastors, teachers, and neighbors? Do you express gratitude to God for his abundant help and mercy towards you and are you gracious, kind, and merciful towards your neighbor in their time of need and support?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I never fail to recognize your loving kindness and mercy towards me. Fill my heart with compassion and thanksgiving, and free me from ingratitude and discontentment. Help me to count my blessings with a grateful heart and to give thanks in all circumstances.
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October 13, 2025

Monday of the Twenty-eighth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus,
 called to be an Apostle and set apart for the Gospel of God,
 which he promised previously through his prophets in the holy Scriptures,
 the Gospel about his Son, descended from David according to the flesh,
 but established as Son of God in power
 according to the Spirit of holiness
 through resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.
 Through him we have received the grace of apostleship,
 to bring about the obedience of faith,
 for the sake of his name, among all the Gentiles,
 among whom are you also, who are called to belong to Jesus Christ;
 to all the beloved of God in Rome, called to be holy.
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father
 and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 98:1bcde, 2-3ab, 3cd-4

R. (2a) The Lord has made known his salvation.

Sing to the LORD a new song,
 for he has done wondrous deeds;
 His right hand has won victory for him,
 his holy arm.

R. The Lord has made known his salvation.

The LORD has made his salvation known:
 in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
 He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
 toward the house of Israel.

R. The Lord has made known his salvation.

All the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation by our God.
 Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
 break into song; sing praise.

R. The Lord has made known his salvation.

Alleluia

Psalm 95:8

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If today you hear his voice,
 harden not your hearts.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 11:29-32

While still more people gathered in the crowd, Jesus said to them,
 "This generation is an evil generation;
 it seeks a sign, but no sign will be given it,
 except the sign of Jonah.
 Just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites,
 so will the Son of Man be to this generation.
 At the judgment
 the queen of the south will rise with the men of this generation
 and she will condemn them,
 because she came from the ends of the earth
 to hear the wisdom of Solomon,
 and there is something greater than Solomon here.
 At the judgment the men of Nineveh will arise with this generation
 and condemn it,
 because at the preaching of Jonah they repented,
 and there is something greater than Jonah here."

Reflection
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Monday (October 13):  This Is an Evil Generation; It Seeks a SignMeditation: Do you pay attention to warning signs? Many fatalities could be avoided if people took the warning signs seriously. When the religious leaders demanded a sign from Jesus, he gave them a warning to avert spiritual disaster. It was characteristic of the Jews that they demanded "signs" from God's messengers to authenticate their claims. When the religious leaders pressed Jesus to give proof for his claims he says in so many words that he is God's sign and that they need no further evidence from heaven than his own person.

The people of Nineveh were saved because they accepted the sign and message of Jonah
The Ninevites recognized God's warning when Jonah spoke to them, and they repented (Jonah 3:1-10). And the Queen of Sheba recognized God's wisdom in Solomon (1 Kings 10:1-10). Jonah was God's sign and his message was the message of God for the people of Nineveh. Unfortunately the religious leaders were not content to accept the signs right before their eyes. They had rejected the message of John the Baptist and now they reject Jesus as God's Anointed One ( Messiah ) and they fail to heed his message.

Jesus' death and resurrection brings us new ever lasting life
Simeon had prophesied at Jesus' birth that he was "destined for the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that inner thoughts of many will be revealed" (Luke 2:34- 35). Just as Jonah spent 3 days in the belly of the whale before he delivered the Ninevites from death and destruction, Jesus likewise spent 3 days in the tomb before rising again to save us from sin and death and bring us new life. Jesus confirmed his message of good news and deliverance with many miracles in preparation for the greatest sign of all - his resurrection on the third day.

The Lord Jesus came to set us free from slavery to sin and hurtful desires. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit he pours his love into our hearts that we may understand his will for our lives and walk in his way of holiness (Romans 5:5). God searches our hearts, not to condemn us, but to show us where we need his saving grace and help. He calls us to seek him with true repentance, humility, and the honesty to see our sins for what they really are - a rejection of his love and will for our lives.

Listen to God's word of wisdom and you will find true life and everlasting joy
God will transform us if we listen to his word and allow his Holy Spirit to work in our lives. Ask the Lord to renew your mind and to increase your thirst for his wisdom. James says that the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, without uncertainty or insincerity (James 3:17). A double-minded person cannot receive this kind of wisdom. The single of heart desire one thing alone - God's pleasure. God wants us to delight in him and to know the freedom of his truth and love. Do you thirst for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14)?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, give me a heart that loves what is good and in accord with your will and fill me with your wisdom that I my understand your ways. Give me the grace and the courage to reject whatever is evil and contrary to your will.
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October 14, 2025

Tuesday of the Twenty-eighth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Romans 1:16-25

Brothers and sisters:
 I am not ashamed of the Gospel.
 It is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes:
 for Jew first, and then Greek.
 For in it is revealed the righteousness of God from faith to faith;
 as it is written, "The one who is righteous by faith will live."

The wrath of God is indeed being revealed from heaven
 against every impiety and wickedness
 of those who suppress the truth by their wickedness.
 For what can be known about God is evident to them,
 because God made it evident to them.
 Ever since the creation of the world,
 his invisible attributes of eternal power and divinity
 have been able to be understood and perceived in what he has made.
 As a result, they have no excuse;
 for although they knew God
 they did not accord him glory as God or give him thanks.
 Instead, they became vain in their reasoning,
 and their senseless minds were darkened.
 While claiming to be wise, they became fools
 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God
 for the likeness of an image of mortal man
 or of birds or of four-legged animals or of snakes.

Therefore, God handed them over to impurity
 through the lusts of their hearts
 for the mutual degradation of their bodies.
 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie
 and revered and worshiped the creature rather than the creator,
 who is blessed forever. Amen.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 19:2-3, 4-5

R. (2a) The heavens proclaim the glory of God.

The heavens declare the glory of God,
 and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
 Day pours out the word to day,
 and night to night imparts knowledge.

R. The heavens proclaim the glory of God.

Not a word nor a discourse
 whose voice is not heard;
 Through all the earth their voice resounds,
 and to the ends of the world, their message.

R. The heavens proclaim the glory of God.

Alleluia

Hebrews 4:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The word of God is living and effective,
 able to discern reflections and thoughts of the heart.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 11:37-41

After Jesus had spoken,
 a Pharisee invited him to dine at his home.
 He entered and reclined at table to eat.
 The Pharisee was amazed to see
 that he did not observe the prescribed washing before the meal.
 The Lord said to him, "Oh you Pharisees!
 Although you cleanse the outside of the cup and the dish,
 inside you are filled with plunder and evil.
 You fools!
 Did not the maker of the outside also make the inside?
 But as to what is within, give alms,
 and behold, everything will be clean for you."

Optional Memorial of Saint Callistus I, Pope and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718 or the Common of Pastors: For a Pope, #719-724.



Reading 1

1 Peter 5:1-4

Beloved:
 I exhort the presbyters among you,
 as a fellow presbyter and witness to the sufferings of Christ
 and one who has a share in the glory to be revealed.
 Tend the flock of God in your midst,
 overseeing it not by constraint but willingly,
 as God would have it, not for shameful profit but eagerly.
 Do not lord it over those assigned to you,
 but be examples to the flock.
 And when the chief Shepherd is revealed,
 you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 40:2 and 4ab, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11

R. (8a and 9a) Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I have waited, waited for the LORD,
 and he stooped toward me and heard my cry.
 And he put a new song into my mouth,
 a hymn to our God.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Sacrifice or oblation you wished not,
 but ears open to obedience you gave me.
 Burnt offerings or sin-offerings you sought not;
 then said I, "Behold I come."

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

"In the written scroll it is prescribed for me,
 To do your will, O my God, is my delight,
 and your law is within my heart!"

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I announced your justice in the vast assembly;
 I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Your justice I kept not hid within my heart;
 your faithfulness and your salvation I have spoken of;
 I have made no secret of your kindness and your truth
 in the vast assembly.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Alleluia

John 15:15b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I call you my friends, says the Lord,
 for I have made known to you all that the Father has told me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 22:24-30

An argument broke out among the Apostles
 about which of them should be regarded as the greatest.
 Jesus said to them,
 "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them
 and those in authority over them are addressed as 'Benefactors';
 but among you it shall not be so.
 Rather, let the greatest among you be as the youngest,
 and the leader as the servant.
 For who is greater:
 the one seated at table or the one who serves?
 Is it not the one seated at table?
 I am among you as the one who serves.
 It is you who have stood by me in my trials;
 and I confer a kingdom on you,
 just as my Father has conferred one on me,
 that you may eat and drink at my table in my Kingdom;
 and you will sit on thrones
 judging the twelve tribes of Israel."

Reflection
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Tuesday (October 14):  What Makes the Heart Clean and Holy?Meditation: Is the Lord Jesus welcomed at your table and are you ready to feast at his table? A Pharisee, after hearing Jesus preach, invited him to dinner, no doubt, because he wanted to hear more from this extraordinary man who spoke the word of God as no one else had done before. It was not unusual for a rabbi to give a teaching over dinner. Jesus, however, did something which offended his host. He did not perform the ceremonial washing of hands before beginning the meal. Did Jesus forget or was he deliberately performing a sign to reveal something to his host? Jesus turned the table on his host by chiding him for uncleanness of heart.

What makes the heart clean and holy?
Which is more important to God - clean hands or a clean mind and heart? Jesus chided the Pharisees for harboring evil thoughts that make us unclean spiritually - such as greed, pride, bitterness, envy, arrogance, and the like. Why does he urge them, and us, to give alms? When we give freely and generously to those in need we express love, compassion, kindness, and mercy. And if the heart is full of love and compassion, then there is no room for envy, greed, bitterness, and the like. Do you allow God's love to transform your heart, mind, and actions toward your neighbor?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your love and increase my thirst for holiness. Cleanse my heart of every evil thought and desire and help me to act kindly and justly and to speak charitably with my neighbor.
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October 15, 2025

Memorial of Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Reading I

Romans 2:1-11

You, O man, are without excuse, every one of you who passes judgment.
 For by the standard by which you judge another you condemn yourself,
 since you, the judge, do the very same things.
 We know that the judgment of God on those who do such things is true.
 Do you suppose, then, you who judge those who engage in such things
 and yet do them yourself,
 that you will escape the judgment of God?
 Or do you hold his priceless kindness, forbearance, and patience
 in low esteem, unaware that the kindness of God
 would lead you to repentance?
 By your stubbornness and impenitent heart,
 you are storing up wrath for yourself
 for the day of wrath and revelation
 of the just judgment of God,
 who will repay everyone according to his works,
 eternal life to those who seek glory, honor, and immortality
 through perseverance in good works,
 but wrath and fury to those who selfishly disobey the truth
 and obey wickedness.
 Yes, affliction and distress will come upon everyone
 who does evil, Jew first and then Greek.
 But there will be glory, honor, and peace for everyone
 who does good, Jew first and then Greek.
 There is no partiality with God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 62:2-3, 6-7, 9

R. (13b) Lord, you give back to everyone according to his works.

Only in God is my soul at rest;
 from him comes my salvation.
 He only is my rock and my salvation,
 my stronghold; I shall not be disturbed at all.

R. Lord, you give back to everyone according to his works.

Only in God be at rest, my soul,
 for from him comes my hope.
 He only is my rock and my salvation,
 my stronghold; I shall not be disturbed. 

R. Lord, you give back to everyone according to his works.

Trust in him at all times, O my people!
 Pour out your hearts before him;
 God is our refuge!

R. Lord, you give back to everyone according to his works.

Alleluia

John 10:27

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;
 I know them, and they follow me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 11:42-46

The Lord said:
 “Woe to you Pharisees!
 You pay tithes of mint and of rue and of every garden herb,
 but you pay no attention to judgment and to love for God.
 These you should have done, without overlooking the others.
 Woe to you Pharisees!
 You love the seat of honor in synagogues
 and greetings in marketplaces. 
 Woe to you!
 You are like unseen graves over which people unknowingly walk.”

Then one of the scholars of the law said to him in reply,
 “Teacher, by saying this you are insulting us too.”
 And he said, “Woe also to you scholars of the law!
 You impose on people burdens hard to carry,
 but you yourselves do not lift one finger to touch them.”

Memorial of Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Virgins, #731-736, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Romans 8:22-27

Brothers and sisters:
 We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now;
 and not only that, but we ourselves,
 who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
 we also groan within ourselves
 as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.
 For in hope we were saved.
 Now hope that sees for itself is not hope.
 For who hopes for what one sees?
 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait with endurance.

In the same way, the Spirit too comes to the aid of our weakness;
 for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
 but the Spirit himself intercedes with inexpressible groanings.
 And the one who searches hearts
 knows what is the intention of the Spirit,
 because he intercedes for the holy ones
 according to God's will.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11

R. (10) The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. (John 6:63) Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The law of the LORD is perfect,
 refreshing the soul.
 The decree of the LORD is trustworthy,
 giving wisdom to the simple.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The precepts of the LORD are right,
 rejoicing the heart;
 The command of the LORD is clear,
 enlightening the eye.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The fear of the LORD is pure,
 enduring forever;
 The ordinances of the LORD are true,
 all of them just.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

They are more precious than gold,
 than a heap of purest gold;
 Sweeter also than syrup
 or honey from the comb.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

Alleluia

John 15:9b, 5b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in my love, says the Lord;
 whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:1-8

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.
 He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit,
 and everyone that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit.
 You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.
 Remain in me, as I remain in you.
 Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own
 unless it remains on the vine,
 so neither can you unless you remain in me.
 I am the vine, you are the branches.
 Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit,
 because without me you can do nothing.
 Anyone who does not remain in me
 will be thrown out like a branch and wither;
 people will gather them and throw them into a fire
 and they will be burned.
 If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
 ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you.
 By this is my Father glorified,
 that you bear much fruit and become my disciples."

Reflection
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Wednesday (October 15):  You Load Burdens Hard to BearMeditation: Why does Jesus single out the religious teachers and lawyers for some rather strong words of rebuke? The word woe can also be translated as alas . It is as much an expression of sorrowful pity as it is of anger. Why did Jesus lament and issue such a stern rebuke? Jesus was angry with the religious leaders because they failed to listen to God's word and they misled the people they were supposed to guide in the ways of God.

God's commandments are rooted in his love and care for us
The scribes devoted their lives to the study of the Law of Moses and regarded themselves as legal experts in it. They divided the ten commandments and precepts into thousands of tiny rules and regulations. They were so exacting in their interpretations and in trying to live them out, that they had little time for anything else. By the time they finished compiling their interpretations it took no less than fifty volumes to contain them! In their misguided zeal, they required unnecessary and burdensome rules which obscured the more important matters of religion, such as love of God and love of neighbor. They were leading people to Pharisaism rather than to God.

Do not lay heavy burdens on others
Jesus used the example of tithing to show how far they had missed the mark. God had commanded a tithe of the first fruits of one's labor as an expression of thanksgiving and honor for his providential care for his people (Deuteronomy 14:22; Leviticus 27:30). The scribes, however, went to extreme lengths to tithe on insignificant things (such as tiny plants) with great mathematical accuracy. They were very attentive to minute matters of little importance, but they neglected to care for the needy and the weak. Jesus admonished them because their hearts were not right. They were filled with pride and contempt for others. They put unnecessary burdens on others while neglecting to show charity, especially to the weak and the poor. They meticulously went through the correct motions of conventional religion while forgetting the realities.

Why does Jesus also compare them with "unmarked graves"? According to Numbers 19:16 contact with a grave made a person ritually unclean for seven days. Jesus turns the table on the Pharisees by declaring that those who come into contact with them and listen to their self-made instruction are likewise defiled by their false doctrine. They infect others with wrong ideas of God and of his intentions. Since the Pharisees are "unmarked", other people do not recognize the decay within and do not realize the danger of spiritual contamination. The Pharisees must have taken Jesus' accusation as a double insult: They are not only spiritually unclean themselves because they reject the word of God, but they also contaminate others with their dangerous "leaven" as well (see Luke 12:1).

Love lifts the burdens of others
What was the point of Jesus' lesson? The essence of God's commandments is love - love of the supreme good - God himself and love of our neighbor who is made in the image and likeness of God. God is love (1 John 4:8) and everything he does flows from his love for us. God's love is unconditional and is wholly directed towards the good of others. True love both embraces and lifts the burdens of others. Paul the Apostle reminds us that "God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given us" (Romans 5:5). Do you help your neighbors carry their burdens? God gives each of us sufficient grace for each day to love as he loves and to lift the burdens of others that they, too, may experience the grace and love of Jesus Christ.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, inflame my heart with your love that I may always pursue what matters most - love of you, my Lord and my God, and love of my fellow neighbor whom you have made in your own image and likeness. Free my heart from selfish desires that I may only have room for kindness, mercy, and goodness toward every person I know and meet.
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October 16, 2025

Thursday of the Twenty-eighth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Romans 3:21-30

Brothers and sisters:
 Now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
 though testified to by the law and the prophets,
 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
 for all who believe.
 For there is no distinction;
 all have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God.
 They are justified freely by his grace
 through the redemption in Christ Jesus,
 whom God set forth as an expiation,
 through faith, by his Blood, to prove his righteousness
 because of the forgiveness of sins previously committed,
 through the forbearance of God–
 to prove his righteousness in the present time,
 that he might be righteous
 and justify the one who has faith in Jesus.

What occasion is there then for boasting? It is ruled out.
 On what principle, that of works?
 No, rather on the principle of faith.
 For we consider that a person is justified by faith
 apart from works of the law.
 Does God belong to Jews alone?
 Does he not belong to Gentiles, too?
 Yes, also to Gentiles, for God is one
 and will justify the circumcised on the basis of faith
 and the uncircumcised through faith.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 130:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab

R. (7) With the Lord there is mercy, and fullness of redemption.

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
 LORD, hear my voice!
 Let your ears be attentive
 to my voice in supplication.

R. With the Lord there is mercy, and fullness of redemption.

If you, O LORD, mark iniquities,
 Lord, who can stand?
 But with you is forgiveness,
 that you may be revered.

R. With the Lord there is mercy, and fullness of redemption.

I trust in the LORD;
 my soul trusts in his word.
 My soul waits for the LORD
 more than sentinels wait for the dawn.

R. With the Lord there is mercy, and fullness of redemption.

Alleluia

John 14:6

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the way and the truth and the life, says the Lord;
 no one comes to the Father except through me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 11:47-54

The Lord said:
 "Woe to you who build the memorials of the prophets
 whom your fathers killed.
 Consequently, you bear witness and give consent
 to the deeds of your ancestors,
 for they killed them and you do the building.
 Therefore, the wisdom of God said,
 'I will send to them prophets and Apostles;
 some of them they will kill and persecute'
 in order that this generation might be charged
 with the blood of all the prophets
 shed since the foundation of the world,
 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah
 who died between the altar and the temple building.
 Yes, I tell you, this generation will be charged with their blood!
 Woe to you, scholars of the law!
 You have taken away the key of knowledge.
 You yourselves did not enter and you stopped those trying to enter."
 When Jesus left, the scribes and Pharisees
 began to act with hostility toward him
 and to interrogate him about many things,
 for they were plotting to catch him at something he might say.

Optional Memorial of Saint Hedwig, Religious

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Sirach 26:1-4, 13-16

Blessed the husband of a good wife,
 twice-lengthened are his days;
 A worthy wife brings joy to her husband,
 peaceful and full is his life.
 A good wife is a generous gift
 bestowed upon him who fears the LORD;
 Be he rich or poor, his heart is content,
 and a smile is ever on his face.

A gracious wife delights her husband,
 her thoughtfulness puts flesh on his bones;
 A gift from the LORD is her governed speech,
 and her firm virtue is of surpassing worth.
 Choicest of blessings is a modest wife,
 priceless her chaste soul.
 A holy and decent woman adds grace upon grace;
 indeed, no price is worthy of her temperate soul.
 Like the sun rising in the LORD's heavens,
 the beauty of a virtuous wife is the radiance of her home.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5

R. (1) Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Blessed are you who fear the LORD,
 who walk in his ways!
 For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
 blessed shall you be, and favored.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine
 in the recesses of your home;
 Your children like olive plants
 around your table.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Behold, thus is the man blessed
 who fears the LORD.
 The LORD bless you from Zion:
 may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
 all the days of your life.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Alleluia

John 8:31b-32

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If you remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples,
 and you will know the truth, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 3:31-35

Jesus' mother and his brothers arrived.
 Standing outside, they sent word to him and called him.
 A crowd seated around him told him,
 "Your mother and your brothers and your sisters
 are outside asking for you."
 But he said to them in reply,
 "Who are my mother and my brothers?"
 And looking around at those seated in the circle he said,
 "Here are my mother and my brothers.
 For whoever does the will of God
 is my brother and sister and mother."

Optional Memorial of Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Virgins, #731-736, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Ephesians 3:14-19

Brothers and sisters:
 I kneel before the Father,
 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,
 that he may grant you in accord with the riches of his glory
 to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner self,
 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
 that you, rooted and grounded in love,
 may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones
 what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
 so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23:1b-3a, 4, 5, 6

R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
 Beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Even though I walk in the dark valley
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side
 With your rod and your staff
 that give me courage.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 You anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 11:25-30

At that time Jesus answered:
 "I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
 for although you have hidden these things
 from the wise and the learned
 you have revealed them to the childlike.
 Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.
 All things have been handed over to me by my Father.
 No one knows the Son except the Father,
 and no one knows the Father except the Son
 and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.

"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest.
 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
 for I am meek and humble of heart;
 and you will find rest for yourselves.
 For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."


Reflection
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Thursday (October 16):  Do Not Lose the Key of KnowledgeMeditation: How can God's wisdom free us from being double-minded and spiritually blind? God sent his prophets to open the ears of his people to hear and understand God's word and intention for their lives. God's wisdom is personified in the voice of the prophets, a voice that often brought rejection and death because they spoke for God rather than for human favor and approval. Jesus chastised many of the religious leaders of his day for being double-minded and for demanding from others standards which they refused to satisfy. They professed admiration for the prophets from the past by building their tombs while at the same time they opposed the message that the prophets spoke in God's name. They rejected the prophets' warnings and closed their ears to the word of God.

Jesus in the key of knowledge that opens God's kingdom for us
What does Jesus mean when he says they have taken away the key of knowledge ? The religious lawyers and scribes held the "office of the keys" since they were the official interpreters of the Scriptures. Unfortunately their interpretation of the Scriptures became so distorted and difficult to understand that others were "shut off" to the Scriptures. They not only shut themselves to heaven - they also hindered others from understanding God's word. Through pride and envy, they rejected not only the prophets of old, but God's final prophet and Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is the "key of David" (see Isaiah 22:22; Revelations 3:7) who opens heaven for those who accept him as Lord and Savior. He is the "Wisdom of God" and source of everlasting life.

Humility helps us to be receptive to God's wisdom
Only the humble of heart - those who thirst for God and acknowledge his word as true - can truly understand the wisdom which comes from above. [See Psalm 119:99ff: "I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation."] God is ever ready to speak his word to us and to give us true wisdom and understanding. Do you hunger for the wisdom which comes from above?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your word take root in my heart and transform all my thoughts and actions. Give me wisdom and understanding that I may know your will for my life and have the courage to live according to it.
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October 17, 2025

Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr

Reading 1

Romans 4:1-8

Brothers and sisters:
 What can we say that Abraham found,
 our ancestor according to the flesh?
 Indeed, if Abraham was justified on the basis of his works,
 he has reason to boast;
 but this was not so in the sight of God.
 For what does the Scripture say?
 Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.
 A worker's wage is credited not as a gift, but as something due.
 But when one does not work,
 yet believes in the one who justifies the ungodly,
 his faith is credited as righteousness.
 So also David declares the blessedness of the person
 to whom God credits righteousness apart from works:

Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven
 and whose sins are covered.
 Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord does not record.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 32:1b-2, 5, 11

R. (see 7) I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation.

Blessed is he whose fault is taken away,
 whose sin is covered.
 Blessed the man to whom the LORD imputes not guilt,
 in whose spirit there is no guile.

R. I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation.

Then I acknowledged my sin to you,
 my guilt I covered not.
 I said, "I confess my faults to the LORD,"
 and you took away the guilt of my sin.

R. I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation.

Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you just;
 exult, all you upright of heart.

R. I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation.

Alleluia

Psalm 33:22

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us;
 who have put our hope in you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 12:1-7

At that time:
 So many people were crowding together
 that they were trampling one another underfoot.
 Jesus began to speak, first to his disciples,
 "Beware of the leaven–that is, the hypocrisy–of the Pharisees.

"There is nothing concealed that will not be revealed,
 nor secret that will not be known.
 Therefore whatever you have said in the darkness
 will be heard in the light,
 and what you have whispered behind closed doors
 will be proclaimed on the housetops.
 I tell you, my friends,
 do not be afraid of those who kill the body
 but after that can do no more.
 I shall show you whom to fear.
 Be afraid of the one who after killing
 has the power to cast into Gehenna;
 yes, I tell you, be afraid of that one.
 Are not five sparrows sold for two small coins?
 Yet not one of them has escaped the notice of God.
 Even the hairs of your head have all been counted.
 Do not be afraid.
 You are worth more than many sparrows."

Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718, or the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

Philippians 3:17-4:1

Join with others in being imitators of me, brothers and sisters,
 and observe those who thus conduct themselves
 according to the model you have in us.
 For many, as I have often told you
 and now tell you even in tears,
 conduct themselves as enemies of the cross of Christ.
 Their end is destruction.
 Their God is their stomach;
 their glory is in their "shame."
 Their minds are occupied with earthly things.
 But our citizenship is in heaven,
 and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
 He will change our lowly body
 to conform with his glorified Body
 by the power that enables him also
 to bring all things into subjection to himself.

Therefore, my brothers and sisters,
 whom I love and long for, my joy and crown,
 in this way stand firm in the Lord, beloved.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9

R. (5) The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear me and be glad.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. The Lord set me free from all my fears.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Alleluia

James 1:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed is the man who perseveres in temptation,
 for when he has been proved he will receive the crown of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 12:24-26

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Amen, amen, I say to you,
 unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
 it remains just a grain of wheat;
 but if it dies, it produces much fruit.
 Whoever loves his life loses it,
 and whoever hates his life in this world
 will preserve it for eternal life.
 Whoever serves me must follow me,
 and where I am, there also will my servant be.
 The Father will honor whoever serves me."

Reflection
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Friday (October 17):  Do Not Fear Those Who Kill the BodyMeditation: What does leaven have to do with hypocrisy ? To the Jews leaven was a sign of evil. It was a piece of dough from left-over bread which fermented. Fermentation was associated with decay and rotting - the state of foul-smelling decomposition. Why did Jesus warn his disciples to avoid the ways of the Pharisees? The Pharisees wanted everyone to recognize that they were pious and good Jews because they meticulously and scrupulously performed their religious duties. Jesus turned the table on them by declaring that outward appearance doesn't always match the inward intentions of the heart. Anyone can display outward signs of goodness while inwardly harboring evil thoughts and intentions.

God's light exposes darkness and transforms our minds and hearts
The word hypocrite means actor - someone who pretends to be what he or she is not. But who can truly be good, but God alone? Hypocrisy thrives on making a good appearance and masking what they don't want others to see. The good news is that God's light exposes the darkness of evil and sin in our hearts, even the sin which is unknown to us. And God's light transforms our hearts and minds and enables us to overcome hatred with love, pride with humility, and pretense with integrity and truthfulness. God gives grace to the humble and contrite of heart to enable us to overcome the leaven of insincerity and hypocrisy in our lives.

Godly fear draws us to God's love and truth
What does fear have to do with the kingdom of God? Fear is a powerful force. It can lead us to panic and flight or it can spur us to faith and action. The fear of God is the antidote to the fear of losing one's life. "I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears... O fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him have no want! ..Come, O sons, listen to me, I will teach you the fear of the Lord." (Psalm 34:4,9,11)

What is godly fear? It is reverence for the One who made us in love and who sustains us in mercy and kindness. The greatest injury or loss which we can experience is not physical but spiritual - the loss of one's soul and life to the power of hell. A healthy fear of God leads to spiritual maturity, wisdom, and right judgment and it frees us from the tyranny of sinful pride, deceit, and cowardice - especially in the face of evil, falsehood, and deception. Do you trust in God's grace and mercy and do you submit to his life-giving word of truth and righteousness (moral goodness)?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may the light of your word free my heart from the deception of sin and consume me with a burning love for your truth and righteousness.
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October 18, 2025

Feast of Saint Luke, Evangelist

Reading 1

2 Timothy 4:10-17b

Beloved:
 Demas, enamored of the present world,
 deserted me and went to Thessalonica,
 Crescens to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia.
 Luke is the only one with me.
 Get Mark and bring him with you,
 for he is helpful to me in the ministry.
 I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus.
 When you come, bring the cloak I left with Carpus in Troas,
 the papyrus rolls, and especially the parchments.

Alexander the coppersmith did me a great deal of harm;
 the Lord will repay him according to his deeds.
 You too be on guard against him,
 for he has strongly resisted our preaching.

At my first defense no one appeared on my behalf,
 but everyone deserted me.
 May it not be held against them!
 But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength,
 so that through me the proclamation might be completed
 and all the Gentiles might hear it.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18

R. (12) Your friends make known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.

Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD,
 and let your faithful ones bless you.
 Let them discourse of the glory of your Kingdom
 and speak of your might.

R. Your friends make known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.

Making known to men your might
 and the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.
 Your Kingdom is a Kingdom for all ages,
 and your dominion endures through all generations.

R. Your friends make known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.

The LORD is just in all his ways
 and holy in all his works.
 The LORD is near to all who call upon him,
 to all who call upon him in truth.

R. Your friends make known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.

Alleluia

See John 15:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I chose you from the world,
 to go and bear fruit that will last, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 10:1-9

The Lord Jesus appointed seventy-two disciples
 whom he sent ahead of him in pairs
 to every town and place he intended to visit.
 He said to them,
 "The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few;
 so ask the master of the harvest
 to send out laborers for his harvest.
 Go on your way;
 behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves.
 Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals;
 and greet no one along the way.
 Into whatever house you enter,
 first say, 'Peace to this household.'
 If a peaceful person lives there,
 your peace will rest on him;
 but if not, it will return to you.
 Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to you,
 for the laborer deserves payment.
 Do not move about from one house to another.
 Whatever town you enter and they welcome you,
 eat what is set before you,
 cure the sick in it and say to them,
 'The Kingdom of God is at hand for you.'"

Reflection
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Saturday (October 18):  The Holy Spirit Will Teach You What to SayMeditation: What is the unforgivable sin which Jesus warns us to avoid? Jesus knows that his disciples will be tested and he assures them that the Holy Spirit will give them what they need in their time of adversity and temptation. He warns them, however, that it's possible to reject the grace of God - his favor, blessing, and help - and to fall into apostasy - giving up our faith and loyalty to Jesus Christ out of fear (being a coward), pride, or disbelief (refusing to believe and trust in the Lord Jesus). The scriptural expression to deny someone means to disown them - to have nothing to do with them anymore.

Do not reject the gift and help of the Holy Spirit
Jesus also speaks against blaspheming the Holy Spirit. What is blasphemy and why is it reprehensible (extremely bad and deserving severe rebuke)? Blasphemy consists in uttering against God, inwardly or outwardly, words of hatred, reproach, or defiance. It's contrary to the honor and respect we owe to God (who is our Father, Creator, and Savior) and to his holy name. Jesus speaks of blaspheming against the Holy Spirit as the unforgivable sin . Jesus spoke about this sin immediately after the scribes and Pharisees had attributed his miracles to the work of the devil instead of to God.

Do you trust in God's help and deliverance?
A sin can only be unforgivable if repentance (admitting wrongdoing and asking forgiveness) is impossible. If someone repeatedly closes his or her heart to God and shuts their ear to his voice, they come to a point where they can no longer recognize God even when God makes his word and presence known to them. Such a person ends up perceiving evil as good and good as evil (Isaiah 5:20). To fear such a sin, however, signals that one is not dead to God and is conscious of the need for God's merciful help and strength.

There are no limits to the mercy of God, but we can reject his mercy by refusing to ask God's pardon for our wrongdoing and by refusing to accept the help he gives us to turn away from sin and from whatever would keep us from doing his will. God gives sufficient grace (his favor and mercy towards us) and he gives sufficient help (his wisdom and strength) to all who humbly call upon him. Giving up on God and refusing to turn away from sin and disbelief results from our own sinful pride, stubborn will, and the loss of hope in God's promises.God never turns a deaf ear to those who seek his help and listen to his voice - his word of hope, pardon, and freedom from sin and oppression.

Our hope and confidence come from God
What is the basis of our hope and confidence in God? It is the free gift of his beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave his life for our sake and who now intercedes for us at the right hand of the throne of God's mercy (Hebrews 4:14-15). John the Evangelist tells us that "God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16).

Jesus' death on the cross won for us new life and freedom to live as men and women of faith, hope, and love. That is why Jesus offers us the gift and power of the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13) who enables us to live each day as God's beloved children - his sons and daughters. The love and mercy of Jesus Christ, the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of the Holy Spirit are freely given to all who acknowledge Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Is your hope securely placed in the Lord Jesus and his victory on the cross?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are my hope and my salvation. May I never waver in my hope and trust in your merciful help and strength. Let the fire of your Holy Spirit burn in my heart and fill me with a consuming love for you.
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October 19, 2025

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Exodus 17:8-13

In those days, Amalek came and waged war against Israel.
 Moses, therefore, said to Joshua,
 "Pick out certain men,
 and tomorrow go out and engage Amalek in battle.
 I will be standing on top of the hill
 with the staff of God in my hand."
 So Joshua did as Moses told him:
 he engaged Amalek in battle
 after Moses had climbed to the top of the hill with Aaron and Hur.
 As long as Moses kept his hands raised up,
 Israel had the better of the fight,
 but when he let his hands rest,
 Amalek had the better of the fight.
 Moses'hands, however, grew tired;
 so they put a rock in place for him to sit on.
 Meanwhile Aaron and Hur supported his hands,
 one on one side and one on the other,
 so that his hands remained steady till sunset.
 And Joshua mowed down Amalek and his people
 with the edge of the sword.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8

R.(cf. 2) Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

I lift up my eyes toward the mountains;
 whence shall help come to me?
 My help is from the LORD,
 who made heaven and earth.

R. Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

May he not suffer your foot to slip;
 may he slumber not who guards you:
 indeed he neither slumbers nor sleeps,
 the guardian of Israel.

R. Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

The LORD is your guardian; the LORD is your shade;
 he is beside you at your right hand.
 The sun shall not harm you by day,
 nor the moon by night.

R. Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

The LORD will guard you from all evil;
 he will guard your life.
 The LORD will guard your coming and your going,
 both now and forever.

R. Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

Reading 2

2 Timothy 3:14-4:2

Beloved:
 Remain faithful to what you have learned and believed,
 because you know from whom you learned it,
 and that from infancy you have known the sacred Scriptures,
 which are capable of giving you wisdom for salvation
 through faith in Christ Jesus.
 All Scripture is inspired by God
 and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction,
 and for training in righteousness,
 so that one who belongs to God may be competent,
 equipped for every good work.

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
 who will judge the living and the dead,
 and by his appearing and his kingly power:
 proclaim the word;
 be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient;
 convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching.

Alleluia

Hebrews 4:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The word of God is living and effective,
 discerning reflections and thoughts of the heart.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 18:1-8

Jesus told his disciples a parable
 about the necessity for them to pray always without becoming weary.
 He said, "There was a judge in a certain town
 who neither feared God nor respected any human being.
 And a widow in that town used to come to him and say,
 'Render a just decision for me against my adversary.'
 For a long time the judge was unwilling, but eventually he thought,
 'While it is true that I neither fear God nor respect any human being,
 because this widow keeps bothering me
 I shall deliver a just decision for her
 lest she finally come and strike me.'"
 The Lord said, "Pay attention to what the dishonest judge says.
 Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones
 who call out to him day and night?
 Will he be slow to answer them?
 I tell you, he will see to it that justice is done for them speedily.
 But when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?"

Reflection
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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle C 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Exodus 17:8-13 

 
 The Book of Exodus (the word exodus means departure) is the second book in the five books of the Law (the Torah). This book tells of the oppression of the Israelites in Egypt, the birth and education of Moses and his flight into the land of Midian, his encounter with God on Mount Sinai (Horeb) (the burning bush), Moses return to Egypt and pleadings with Pharaoh, the plagues of Egypt, the institution of the Passover, the passing through the Red Sea, the giving of the ten commandments at Mt. Sinai, the golden calf, and the 40 years of wandering in the desert. The time between the crossing through the Red Sea and the arrival of the Israelites at Mount Sinai was three months. It was during this three month period that the people complained that they were thirsty. God commanded Moses to speak to a rock (he struck it with his staff) and water flowed from it for the people to drink. Jewish oral tradition must have held that this rock followed the Jews in their 40-year wandering because no such event is mentioned in the Old Testament. 1st Corinthians 10:4 however does record this following rock. How different this epistle might have been if Saint Paul had said If it isnt written in Scripture I wont believe it. Our reading today occurs immediately after the rock story and explains why we (priests and charismatics at least) pray with arms outstretched. 8    [In those days] [ ], Amalek came Amalek is not a person, but a nomadic tribe listed in the genealogy of Esau (Genesis 36:12). Just as Jacob fought with Esau, so their descendants are destined to fight. The Amalekites controlled the caravan routes between Egypt and Arabia. and waged war against Israel. This is the first military activity of the newly freed Hebrews. 9    Moses, therefore, said to Joshua, This is the first mention of Joshua in sacred Scripture. It is Joshua who is later designated to lead the Israelites into the promised land. Pick out certain men, and tomorrow go out and engage Amalek in battle. I will be standing on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand. This requires faith (and acting on it) on the part of Joshua. Joshua will be fighting while Moses looks on. 10    So Joshua did as Moses told him: he engaged Amalek in battle after Moses had climbed to the top of the hill with Aaron Moses brother – later to become High Priest and Hur. A contemporary of Moses who later governs the Israelites with Aaron when Moses is absent. It is strange that a man so prominent in the early traditions of the exodus should disappear without a trace. 11    As long as Moses kept his hands raised up, Israel had the better of the fight, but when he let his hands rest, Amalek had the better of the fight. 12 Moses hands, however, grew tired; Yahweh fights for Israel only when Moses hands are raised. This establishes Moses as a sort of mediator-Christ figure. so they put a rock in place for him to sit on. Meanwhile Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side and one on the other, so that his hands remained steady till sunset. Even though Moses is the mediator between God and the Hebrews, he requires support from the people. This shows our responsibility to support our Pope, bishops and priests. 13    And Joshua mowed down Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. 

 

2nd Reading - 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2 

 
 Remember that Timothy is bishop of Ephesus. This bishop has encountered some difficulties and Paul now addresses this letter to him as pastor of his congregation. He invites Timothy to transmit his teaching to faithful men, urges him to fight as a soldier of Christ, anxious only to please his Master, to strive as the athlete who aspires to victory, and to labor as the husbandman who prepares for an abundant harvest. He is ever to keep in mind the sufferings of Christ, so that he may become a partaker in His immortal life and reign with Him. He is to remember Pauls example as to how to live out the life of Christ. 14    [R]emain faithful to what you have learned and believed, because you know from whom you learned it, Stand fast. As opposed to the false teachers who lead astray. 15    and that from infancy you have known Timothy is taught not only by Paul, but also by his family. Jewish parents were obliged to see that their children were instructed in the Law when they reached the age of five. (the) sacred scriptures, The Old Testament; the New Testament hasnt been written yet and books which compose it wont be decided upon for another roughly 350 years. which are capable of giving you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. The true instruction of the Old Testament can be understood when read in the context of the Christian community. 16    All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 so that one who belongs to God may be competent, equipped for every good work. A couple of points can be made here: 1) The author probably cant imagine any Scripture texts which arent inspired (literally, God breathed). 2) The text doesnt say only scripture is useful. God provides a super-abundance, not just the bare necessity. Sacred Tradition is also useful for the same purposes accorded to Scripture here. Like what was evidenced in our introduction to the first reading, some New Testament Traditions are not written in Scripture (the assumption of Mary and the immaculate conception are two examples). When you are asked where in the Bible does it say... you can answer where in the Bible does it say not to... In fact, 2 Thessalonians 2:15 says otherwise. Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you have been taught, whether by word or by our letter (2 Thessalonians 2:15). From this it is clear that they did not hand down everything by letter, but there was much also that was not written. Like that which was written, the unwritten too is worthy of belief. So let us regard the tradition of the Church also as worthy of belief. Is it a tradition? Seek no further. [Saint John Chrysostom (between A.D. 398-404), Homilies on the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians 4,2 4:1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, Paul calls upon two witnesses: God and Jesus. Deuteronomy 17:6 requires two witnesses in a life and death situation. who will judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingly power: 2 proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching. Paul urges Timothy to be zealous, taking advantage of every opportunity to preach. This is unusual since the ancients commonly urged speech only when it would be timely. God is the one who keeps the timetable and the word of God is always in season. Let it always be your season, not merely in peace and security and when sitting in church. [Saint John Chrysostom (between A.D. 393-397), Homilies on the Second Epistle to Timothy 9] 

 

Gospel - Luke 18:1-8 

 
 This week we hear the first of two parables on prayer (we will hear the second one next week). The question has often been put to Jesus When and how will the end come? Jesus always answered that we are to persevere in humility so that we will always be ready. 18:1 Then he [Jesus] told them a parable about the necessity for them to pray always without becoming weary. As the last verse in this reading makes clear, mere continual prayer is not what He is talking about, but fidelity to God must be the motivator of this prayer. He said, 2 There was a judge in a certain town who neither feared God nor respected any human being. 3 And a widow A woman who has lost her male agency in a patriarchal society was powerless. in that town used to come to him The woman has faith that justice will be done and is therefore persistent. We need to remain firm in our faith: faith and prayer go hand in hand. and say, Render a just decision for me against my adversary. Probably a rich, influential man. The widow was too poor to bribe either the judge or his assistant and these officials did not wish to alienate important citizens. 4    For a long time the judge was unwilling, but eventually he thought, While it is true that I neither fear God nor respect any human being, 5 because this widow keeps bothering me I shall deliver a just decision for her lest she finally come and strike me. 6 The Lord said, Pay attention to what the dishonest judge says. Two lessons are drawn via the argument from the lesser to the greater: 1) If the persistent pleading of the helpless widow is fruitful, how much more will the persistent praying of Christian disciples achieve? 2) If an unjust judge yields to the pleadings of a widow, how much will a gracious God? 7    Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones who call out to him day and night? Will he be slow to answer them? 8 I tell you, he will see to it that justice is done for them speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, The parousia may be long in coming, but it will come surely, speedily, and in a completely unexpected way. will he find faith on earth? The question is not about Gods vindication of Gods persecuted community; God will vindicate them. The question is whether Jesus disciples will remain faithful to Him during the long haul caused by the delay of His return. Our Lord has promised His Church that it will remain true to its mission until the end of time (Matthew 28:20); the Church, therefore, cannot go off the path of the true faith. But not everyone will remain faithful: some will turn their backs on the faith of their own accord. We must stay watchful and persevere in the faith and in prayer even though people around us fall away. 
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Sunday (October 19):  Always Pray and Do Not Lose HeartMeditation: What can a shameless and unjust judge pitted against a crusty and pestering woman teach us about justice and vindication (to restore what is right and just) in the kingdom of God? Jesus tells a story that is all too true - a defenseless widow is taken advantaged of and refused her rights. Through sheer persistence she wears down an unscrupulous judge until he gives her justice. Persistence pays off, and that's especially true for those who trust in God. Jesus illustrates how God as our Judge and Vindicator is much quicker to come to our defense and to bring us his justice, blessing, and help when we need it. But we can easily lose heart and forget to ask our heavenly Father for his grace and help.

Faith-filled persistence reaps the fruit of justice and grace
Jesus told the parable of the persistent widow and the unjust judge (Luke 18:1-8) to give his disciples fresh hope and confidence in God's unfailing care and favor towards us (grace). In this present life we can expect trials and adversity, but we are not without hope in God. The Day of the Last Judgment will reveal that God's justice triumphs over all the injustices perpetrated by a fallen world of sinful people and that God's love is stronger than death (Song of Songs 8:6). Those who put their faith in God and entrust their lives to him can look forward with hope and confident assurance. They will receive their reward - if not fully in this present life then surely and completely in the age to come in God's kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy (Romans 14:17).

Jesus ends his parable with a probing question for us. Will you and I have faith - the kind of faith that doesn't give up or lose hope in God - but perseveres to the end of our lives - and to the end of this present age when the Lord Jesus will return in glory as Ruler and Judge of All? Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to us. We could not believe, trust, and persevere with hope if God did not first draw us to himself and reveal to us his merciful love and care. If we want to grow and persevere in faith until the end of our days, then we must nourish our faith with the word of God and ask the Lord to increase it (Luke 17:5). When trials and setbacks disappoint you, where do you place your hope and confidence? Do you pray with expectant faith and confident hope in God's merciful care and provision for you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, increase my faith and make it strong that I may never doubt your word and promise to be with me always. In every situation I face - whether trials, setbacks, or loss - may I always find strength in your unfailing love and find joy and contentment in having you alone as the treasure of my heart.
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October 20, 2025

Monday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Romans 4:20-25

Brothers and sisters:
 Abraham did not doubt God's promise in unbelief;
 rather, he was empowered by faith and gave glory to God
 and was fully convinced that what God had promised
 he was also able to do.
 That is why it was credited to him as righteousness.
 But it was not for him alone that it was written
 that it was credited to him;
 it was also for us, to whom it will be credited,
 who believe in the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,
 who was handed over for our transgressions
 and was raised for our justification.

Responsorial Psalm

Luke 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75

R. (see 68) Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people.

He has come to his people and set them free.
 He has raised up for us a mighty savior,
 born of the house of his servant David.

R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old
 that he would save us from our enemies,
 from the hands of all who hate us.
 He promised to show mercy to our fathers
 and to remember his holy covenant.

R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
 free to worship him without fear,
 holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.

R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:3

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are the poor in spirit;
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 12:13-21

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus,
 "Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me."
 He replied to him,
 "Friend, who appointed me as your judge and arbitrator?"
 Then he said to the crowd,
 "Take care to guard against all greed,
 for though one may be rich,
 one's life does not consist of possessions."

Then he told them a parable.
 "There was a rich man whose land produced a bountiful harvest.
 He asked himself, 'What shall I do,
 for I do not have space to store my harvest?'
 And he said, 'This is what I shall do:
 I shall tear down my barns and build larger ones.
 There I shall store all my grain and other goods
 and I shall say to myself, "Now as for you,
 you have so many good things stored up for many years,
 rest, eat, drink, be merry!"'
 But God said to him,
 'You fool, this night your life will be demanded of you;
 and the things you have prepared, to whom will they belong?'
 Thus will it be for the one who stores up treasure for himself
 but is not rich in what matters to God."

Optional Memorial of Saint Paul of the Cross, Priest [In the Dioceses of the United States]

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Brothers and sisters:
 The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
 but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
 For it is written:

I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
 and the learning of the learned I will set aside.

Where is the wise one?
 Where is the scribe?
 Where is the debater of this age?
 Has not God made the wisdom of the world foolish?
 For since in the wisdom of God
 the world did not come to know God through wisdom,
 it was the will of God through the foolishness of the proclamation
 to save those who have faith.
 For Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom,
 but we proclaim Christ crucified,
 a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,
 but to those who are called, Jews and Greeks alike,
 Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom,
 and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 117:1bc, 2

R. (Mark 16:15) Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.

Praise the LORD, all you nations;
 glorify him, all you peoples!

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.

For steadfast is his kindness toward us,
 and the fidelity of the LORD endures forever.

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:6



 R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness;
 for they will be satisfied.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 16:24-27

Jesus said to his disciples,
 "Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself,
 take up his cross, and follow me.
 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
 but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
 What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world
 and forfeit his life?
 Or what can one give in exchange for his life?
 For the Son of Man will come with his angels in his Father's glory,
 and then he will repay each one according to his conduct."

Reflection
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Monday (October 20):  Storing up True RichesMeditation: Have you ever tried to settle a money dispute or an inheritance issue? Inheritance disputes are rarely ever easy to resolve, especially when the relatives or close associates of the deceased benefactor cannot agree on who should get what and who should get the most. Why did Jesus refuse to settle an inheritance dispute between two brothers? He saw that the heart of the issue was not justice or fairness but rather greed and possessiveness.

Loving possessions rather than loving my neighbor
The ten commandments were summarized into two prohibitions - do not worship false idols and do not covet what belongs to another. It's the flip side of the two great commandments - love God and love your neighbor. Jesus warned the man who wanted half of his brother's inheritance to "beware of all covetousness." To covet is to wish to get wrongfully what another possesses or to begrudge what God has given to another. Jesus restates the commandment "do not covet", but he also states that a person's life does not consist in the abundance of his or her possessions.

August of Hippo (354-430 AD) comments on Jesus' words to the brother who wanted more: Greed wants to divide, just as love desires to gather. What is the significance of 'guard against all greed,' unless it is 'fill yourselves with love?' We, possessing love for our portion, inconvenience the Lord because of our brother just as that man did against his brother, but we do not use the same plea. He said, 'Master, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.' We say, 'Master, tell my brother that he may have my inheritance.' ( Sermon 265.9 )

The fool who was possessed by his riches
Jesus reinforces his point with a parable about a foolish rich man (Luke 12:16-21). Why does Jesus call this wealthy landowner a fool? Jesus does not fault the rich man for his industriousness and skill in acquiring wealth, but rather for his egoism and selfishness - it's mine, all mine, and no one else's . This parable is similar to the parable of the rich man who refused to give any help to the beggar Lazarus ( Luke 16:19-31 ). The rich fool had lost the capacity to be concerned for others. His life was consumed with his possessions and his only interests were in himself. His death was the final loss of his soul! What is Jesus' lesson on using material possessions? It is in giving that we receive. Those who are rich towards God receive ample reward - not only in this life - but in eternity as well.

Where is your treasure?
In this little parable Jesus probes our heart - where is your treasure? Treasure has a special connection to the heart, the place of desire and longing, the place of will and focus. The thing we most set our heart on is our highest treasure. What do you treasure above all else?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, free my heart from all possessiveness and from coveting what belongs to another. May I desire you alone as the one true treasure worth possessing above all else. Help me to make good use of the material blessings you give me that I may use them generously for your glory and for the good of others.
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October 21, 2025

Tuesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Romans 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21

Brothers and sisters:
 Through one man sin entered the world,
 and through sin, death,
 and thus death came to all men, inasmuch as all sinned.

If by that one person's transgression the many died,
 how much more did the grace of God
 and the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ
 overflow for the many.
 For if, by the transgression of the one,
 death came to reign through that one,
 how much more will those who receive the abundance of grace
 and the gift of justification
 come to reign in life through the one Jesus Christ.
 In conclusion, just as through one transgression
 condemnation came upon all,
 so, through one righteous act
 acquittal and life came to all.
 For just as through the disobedience of one man
 the many were made sinners,
 so, through the obedience of the one
 the many will be made righteous.
 Where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more,
 so that, as sin reigned in death,
 grace also might reign through justification
 for eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17

R. (8a and 9a) Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Sacrifice or oblation you wished not,
 but ears open to obedience you gave me.
 Burnt offerings or sin offerings you sought not;
 then said I, "Behold I come."

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

"In the written scroll it is prescribed for me,
 To do your will, O my God, is my delight,
 and your law is within my heart!"

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I announced your justice in the vast assembly;
 I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

May all who seek you
 exult and be glad in you,
 And may those who love your salvation
 say ever, "The LORD be glorified."

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Alleluia

Luke 21:36

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Be vigilant at all times and pray
 that you may have the strength to stand before the Son of Man.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 12:35-38

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Gird your loins and light your lamps
 and be like servants who await their master's return from a wedding,
 ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks.
 Blessed are those servants
 whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival.
 Amen, I say to you, he will gird himself,
 have them recline at table, and proceed to wait on them.
 And should he come in the second or third watch
 and find them prepared in this way,
 blessed are those servants."

Reflection
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Tuesday (October 21):  When the Master Knocks - Open at OnceMeditation: If the Lord Jesus knocked on your door today would you be ready and eager to receive him? He wants us to be prepared for his coming - today, tomorrow, at the hour of our departure from this life (our death), and when he comes again at the end of this present world to reward those who have believed in him - the only begotten Son of the Father in heaven who was sent to deliver us from sin and death. The Lord Jesus calls to us each and every day. He says, " Listen! I am standing and knocking at your door. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and we will eat together " (Revelations 3:20).

Be watchful and ready to serve the Lord when he calls
Jesus told his followers a parable from everyday life that illustrated the necessity of being prepared to open the door at once when the Master of the house knocks and calls for his servants to let him in. Doors in the ancient world were often bolted from the inside, especially at night, to keep out thieves and troublemakers. Servants who knew their master's voice were expected to be vigilant and prepared to unbolt the door and let him in without a moment's delay. This required a listening ear and attentive spirit that could block out other noises and distractions. If the servants refused to answer the door or delayed too long, they could expect a rebuke or punishment from the master.

The Lord and Master serves us
But Jesus' story adds an unexpected reward for those who open at once - even in the middle of the night when everyone is fast asleep. The master who returns from a wedding feast to his home late at night does the unthinkable when his servants greet him at the door. He puts on a servant's uniform and apron and seats his servants at his own table. And then - to their astonishment no doubt - the master himself waits on his servants at table by serving them his choice food and drink. Jesus' parable turns the world's way of thinking upside-down. The master rewards his faithful servants by serving them himself with the best provision, care, and service he can offer.

The Lord Jesus became a servant for our sake
This story illustrates the amazing generous spirit, servant-hearted love, and profound humility of God who is the exalted Lord and Master over all he has created. The Father sent his only begotten Son to become a man for our sake who shed his blood for us on the cross to save us from slavery to sin and Satan and victory over death through his resurrection power that gives us new abundant life in his Spirit. Paul the Apostle tells us that Jesus who was equal with the Father, nonetheless, humbled himself and became a servant for our sake (Philippians 2:5-8).

Do you listen for the voice of the Lord calling to you? And are you ready to receive him today so that you may be nourished with his life-giving word that has power to transform you into his likeness and way of steadfast love and merciful goodness? The Lord Jesus offers us rich food and provision for our daily lives. But we can miss his daily provision if we allow our hearts, minds, and ears to be distracted with other things - even good things that crowd out his voice and invitation to let him enter and feast with us.

The Lord loves faithfulness
Jesus' parable also has an important lesson for each one of us as well. Just as Jesus was faithful and ready to obey his Father in everything - even to the point of laying down his life for us on the cross, we, too are called to be faithful and ready to do whatever our heavenly Father commands us. How can we serve as Jesus served and be faithful to the end of our days? Only love - the love which God has poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us (Romans 5:5) - can transform us and fill us with joy and courage in offering our lives in humble service to God and one another. The Lord Jesus sets us free from fear and pride so we can love and serve one another as he has loved and served each one of us (Ephesians 5:2). Ask the Lord to give you a servant heart and a willing spirit that is ready to listen and eager to obey.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you loved me first and you gave your life for me. Fill me with a joyful heart and a generous spirit that is ready to serve and to do whatever you command.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 22, 2025

Wednesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Romans 6:12-18

Brothers and sisters:
 Sin must not reign over your mortal bodies
 so that you obey their desires.
 And do not present the parts of your bodies to sin
 as weapons for wickedness,
 but present yourselves to God as raised from the dead to life
 and the parts of your bodies to God
 as weapons for righteousness.
 For sin is not to have any power over you,
 since you are not under the law but under grace.

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law
 but under grace?
 Of course not!
 Do you not know that if you present yourselves
 to someone as obedient slaves,
 you are slaves of the one you obey,
 either of sin, which leads to death,
 or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?
 But thanks be to God that, although you were once slaves of sin,
 you have become obedient from the heart
 to the pattern of teaching to which you were entrusted.
 Freed from sin, you have become slaves of righteousness.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8

R. (8a) Our help is in the name of the Lord.

Had not the LORD been with us,
 let Israel say, had not the LORD been with us–
 When men rose up against us,
 then would they have swallowed us alive;
 When their fury was inflamed against us.

R. Our help is in the name of the Lord.

Then would the waters have overwhelmed us;
 The torrent would have swept over us;
 over us then would have swept the raging waters.
 Blessed be the LORD, who did not leave us
 a prey to their teeth.

R. Our help is in the name of the Lord.

We were rescued like a bird
 from the fowlers' snare;
 Broken was the snare,
 and we were freed.
 Our help is in the name of the LORD,
 who made heaven and earth.

R. Our help is in the name of the Lord.

Alleluia

Matthew 24:42a, 44

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Stay awake!
 For you do not know when the Son of Man will come.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 12:39-48

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Be sure of this:
 if the master of the house had known the hour
 when the thief was coming,
 he would not have let his house be broken into.
 You also must be prepared,
 for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come."

Then Peter said,
 "Lord, is this parable meant for us or for everyone?"
 And the Lord replied,
 "Who, then, is the faithful and prudent steward
 whom the master will put in charge of his servants
 to distribute the food allowance at the proper time?
 Blessed is that servant whom his master on arrival finds doing so.
 Truly, I say to you, he will put him
 in charge of all his property.
 But if that servant says to himself,
 'My master is delayed in coming,'
 and begins to beat the menservants and the maidservants,
 to eat and drink and get drunk,
 then that servant's master will come
 on an unexpected day and at an unknown hour
 and will punish the servant severely
 and assign him a place with the unfaithful.
 That servant who knew his master's will
 but did not make preparations nor act in accord with his will
 shall be beaten severely;
 and the servant who was ignorant of his master's will
 but acted in a way deserving of a severe beating
 shall be beaten only lightly.
 Much will be required of the person entrusted with much,
 and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more."

Optional Memorial of Saint John Paul II, Pope

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For a Pope (#719-724).



Reading 1

Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains
 are the feet of him who brings glad tidings,
 Announcing peace, bearing good news,
 announcing salvation, and saying to Zion,
 "Your God is King!"
 Hark! Your sentinels raise a cry,
 together they shout for joy,
 For they see directly, before their eyes,
 the LORD restoring Zion.
 Break out together in song,
 O ruins of Jerusalem!
 For the LORD comforts his people,
 he redeems Jerusalem.
 The LORD has bared his holy arm
 in the sight of all the nations;
 All the ends of the earth will behold
 the salvation of our God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name. 

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds. 

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
 give to the LORD glory and praise;
 give to the LORD the glory due his name! 

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity. 

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Alleluia

John 10:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 21:15-17

After Jesus had revealed himself to his disciples and
 eaten breakfast with them, he said to Simon Peter,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs."
 He then said to Simon Peter a second time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
 He said to him, "Tend my sheep."
 He said to him the third time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time,
 "Do you love me?" and he said to him,
 "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep."

Reflection
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Wednesday (October 22):  Be Ready to Answer - the Lord Draws NearMeditation: What lesson can we draw from Jesus' parable about a thief in the night and the parable of the rich master who returns unexpectedly to reward or dismiss his servants for how they have served his estate while he was away? Both parables confront us with the possibility of losing everything we possess and treasure now as well as the future inheritance that is saved up for us.

The thief in the night
Jesus' story (parable) of the thief in the night brings home the necessity for careful watchfulness and staying alert to avert the danger of plunder and loss of livelhood (all that we need to sustain us now and in the future). The thief comes uninvited, especially under the cover of darkness and secrecy! While no thief would announce his intention in advance, nor the time when he would strike, lack of vigilance invites serious loss for those who have not kept their home and treasure secure at all times! The intruder strikes when he is least expected!

Don't lose the treasure of God's kingdom
What kind of treasure does the Lord Jesus expect us to vigilantly guard and protect in this present life? It is the treasure of his kingdom and the gifts and graces he has won for us - the gift of salvation purchased by the blood of Christ who died for us on the cross to free us from slavery to sin and Satan, and the gift of abundant new life which Christ won for us through his resurection victory over death, and the gift of the Holy Spirit who comes to live in us and empower us with supernatural faith, hope, and love that endure forever. The Father and the Son come to dwell in us through the gift of the Holy Spirit who makes his home with us. But we can lose the treasure and gifts of God if we do not guard our hearts and minds and hold to the truth of God's word and live according to his wise precepts, teaching, and just laws. Whose voice and counsel do you trust and follow?

Satan comes like a thief in the night to rob us of our faith and to draw us away from God's will for our lives. Satan works in the "world" (that society of men and women who are opposed to God and his commandments) and with our own "flesh" (those sinful inclinations within us that tempt us to do what is wrong and evil). And Satan wispers to us false promises to make us believe that we can find happiness and joy apart from God and his will for us.

The prophet Jeremiah reminds us that our hearts apart from God are easily deceived (Jeremiah 17:9). How easily we put off for another day what God requires of us today - to walk humbly, repent sincerely, forgive quickly, and to trust in his merciful love and grace at all times. God offers us his mercy and abundant grace (his divine presence, power, and wise counsel) to turn away from sin, deception, and disobedience. But we must not presume that we can put off for another day what must be done today.

The Lord Jesus reminds us that the "Day of the Lord" will come unexpectedly like a thief in the night. Will we be ready to receive the Lord when he comes to speak to us today, and when he ushers us to stand before his throne and meet him face-to-face to hear his final verdict on the Day of Judgment. Which verdict do you wish to hear? In Matthew's Gospel account, Jesus opens the curtain of the heavenly court room and gives a glimpse of his verdict on that day:
34 Then the King will say to those at his right hand, `Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' ...41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, `Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' - Matthew 25:34-36, 41-43


The Lord rewards those who are faithful and wise
Jesus ends his teaching on watchfulness and vigilance with another parable about a master and his servants (Matthew 24:.45-49). The storyline is similar. There is an element of surprise - the master suddenly returns home unexpectedly, probably from a long journey. He rewards one servant for his faithful loyalty and devoted service to his master. He has performed his service dutifully and has done all that the master required of him.

He punishes the other servant who was disloyal, disobedient, and acted shamefully. This servant was not only irresponsible - he was frequently absent from his work and misused his master's money for personal gain by throwing lavish parties (eating and drinking) for his friends. The disloyal servant also abused his fellow workers with physical force and violence - probably to make them do the work he was supposed to do for his master. When the master returns and discovers the unfaithful servant who has wasted his master's goods and mistreated his fellow servants, the master gives him what he deserves. He dismisses him from his service and throws him out of his house - and sends him to the worst of possible places - a prison of no return where there is nothing but torment and misery. Should we be surprised to see the master acting with such swift judgment? The master rewards his faithful servants with honor, blessing, and promotion in his service, and he gives to his disobedient and unfaithful servants the just punishment they deserve - the loss of honor, privilege, and joy of sharing in the master's good friendship forever.

Are you ready to meet the Lord?
The Lord Jesus calls us to be vigilant in watching for his return and to be ready to meet him when he calls us to himself. The Lord gives us his Holy Spirit so that we may have the wisdom, strength, and help we need to turn away from own sin and to embrace God's way of love, justice, and holiness. The Lord's warning of judgment causes dismay for those who are unprepared, but it brings joyful hope to those who eagerly wait for his return in glory. God's judgment is good news for those who are ready to meet him face to face when he returns. Their reward is God himself, the source of all truth, beauty, goodness, love and everlasting life. Are you ready to receive his grace and help today to walk in faithfulness and obedience, trust and hope, steadfast love and mercy?


Prayer: Lord Jesus, you have captured my heart for you. Make me strong in faith, steadfast in hope, and generous in love that I may seek to please you in all things and bring you glory. May I always be watchful and ready to answer when you draw near.
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October 23, 2025

Thursday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Romans 6:19-23

Brothers and sisters:
 I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your nature.
 For just as you presented the parts of your bodies as slaves to impurity
 and to lawlessness for lawlessness,
 so now present them as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.
 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free from righteousness.
 But what profit did you get then
 from the things of which you are now ashamed?
 For the end of those things is death.
 But now that you have been freed from sin and have become slaves of God,
 the benefit that you have leads to sanctification,
 and its end is eternal life.
 For the wages of sin is death,
 but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6

R. (Ps 40:5) Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.

Blessed the man who follows not
 the counsel of the wicked
 Nor walks in the way of sinners,
 nor sits in the company of the insolent,
 But delights in the law of the LORD
 and meditates on his law day and night.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.

He is like a tree
 planted near running water,
 That yields its fruit in due season,
 and whose leaves never fade.
 Whatever he does, prospers.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.

Not so the wicked, not so;
 they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
 For the LORD watches over the way of the just,
 but the way of the wicked vanishes.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.

Alleluia

Philippians 3:8-9

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I consider all things so much rubbish
 that I may gain Christ and be found in him.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 12:49-53

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "I have come to set the earth on fire,
 and how I wish it were already blazing!
 There is a baptism with which I must be baptized,
 and how great is my anguish until it is accomplished!
 Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth?
 No, I tell you, but rather division.
 From now on a household of five will be divided,
 three against two and two against three;
 a father will be divided against his son
 and a son against his father,
 a mother against her daughter
 and a daughter against her mother,
 a mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law."

Optional Memorial of Saint John of Capistrano, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #719-724.



Reading 1

2 Corinthians 5:14-20

Brothers and sisters:
 The love of Christ impels us,
 once we have come to the conviction that one died for all;
 therefore, all have died.
 He indeed died for all,
 so that those who live might no longer live for themselves
 but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

Consequently, from now on we regard no one according to the flesh;
 even if we once knew Christ according to the flesh,
 yet now we know him so no longer.
 So whoever is in Christ is a new creation:
 the old things have passed away;
 behold, new things have come.
 And all this is from God,
 who has reconciled us to himself through Christ
 and given us the ministry of reconciliation,
 namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
 not counting their trespasses against them
 and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
 So we are ambassadors for Christ,
 as if God were appealing through us.
 We implore you on behalf of Christ,
 be reconciled to God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalms 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11

R. (see 5a) You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
 I say to the LORD, "My Lord are you."
 O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
 you it is who hold fast my lot.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

I bless the LORD who counsels me;
 even in the night my heart exhorts me.
 I set the LORD ever before me;
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

You will show me the path to life,
 fullness of joys in your presence,
 the delights at your right hand forever.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 9:57-62

As Jesus and his disciples were proceeding on their journey
 someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go."
 Jesus answered him,
 "Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests,
 but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head."
 And to another he said, "Follow me."
 But he replied, "Lord, let me go first and bury my father."
 But he answered him, "Let the dead bury their dead.
 But you, go and proclaim the Kingdom of God."
 And another said, "I will follow you, Lord,
 but first let me say farewell to my family at home."
 He said, "No one who sets a hand to the plow
 and looks to what was left behind is fit for the Kingdom of God."

Reflection
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Thursday (October 23):  I Came to Cast Fire upon the EarthMeditation: Do you want to be on fire for God? Jesus shocked his disciples when he declared that he would cast fire and cause division rather than peace upon the earth. What kind of fire did Jesus have in mind here?

The fire of God's purifying love and cleansing word
The image of fire in biblical times was often associated with God and with his action in the world and in the lives of his people. God sometimes manifested his presence by use of fire, such as God's revelation to Moses through the burning bush in the wilderness which was not consumed by the flames (Exodus 3:2). God assured the Hebrew people of his continual presence, guidance, and protection for them through the wilderness for forty years with the pillar of fire by night and a pillar of cloud by day (Exodus 13:21-22). The prophet Elijah called down fire from heaven to reveal God's presence and power and to purify the people of false idols (1 Kings 18:36-39). The image of fire was also used as a sign of God's glory (Ezekiel 1:4, 13) and holiness (Deuteronomy 4:24), his protective presence (2 Kings 6:17), and his righteous judgment (Zechariah 13:9) and holy wrath against sin (Isaiah 66:15-16).

Fire is also a sign and symbol of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. John the Baptist said that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Matthew 3:11-12 and Luke 3:16-17). When the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples at Pentecost "tongues of fire" appeared above their heads (Acts 2:3). We can see from both the Old and New Testament Scriptures that God's fire purifies and cleanses to make us clean (sins washed away) and holy (fit to offer him acceptable praise and worship), and it inspires a reverent fear (awe in God's presence) and respect (obeying and giving God his due) for God and for his holy word.

Loyalty unites - division separates
Why did Jesus link fire from heaven with costly division on the earth? Did he expect his followers to take his statement of "father against son and son against father" and "mother against daughter and daughter against mother" literally? Or was he intentionally using a figure of speech to emphasize the choice and cost of following him above all else? Jesus used a typical Hebrew hyperbole (a figure of speech which uses strong language and exaggeration for emphasis) to drive home an important lesson. We often do the same when we want to emphasize something very strongly. Jesus' hyperbole, however, did contain a real warning that the Gospel message does have serious consequences for our lives.

When Jesus spoke about division within families he likely had in mind the prophecy of Micah: a man's enemies are the men of his own household (Micah 7:6). The essence of Christianity is loyalty to Jesus Christ - the Son of God and Savior of the world - a loyalty that takes precedence over every other relationship. The love of God compels us to choose who will be first in our lives. To place any relationship (or anything else) above God is a form of idolatry.

Who do you love first and foremost?
Jesus challenges his disciples to examine who they love first and foremost. A true disciple loves God above all else and is willing to forsake all for Jesus Christ. Jesus insists that his disciples give him the loyalty which is only due to God, a loyalty which is higher than spouse or kin. It is possible that family and friends can become our enemies if the thought of them keeps us from doing what we know God wants us to do. Does the love of Jesus Christ compel you to put God first in all you do (2 Corinthians 5:14)?

The Gospel message is good news for those who seek pardon, peace, and the abundant life which God offers us through his Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus offers true freedom to those who believe in him - freedom from slavery to sin, Satan, and the oppressive forces of hatred and evil that can destroy body, mind, and spirit. Do you listen to the voice of your Savior and trust in his word? Commit your ways to him, obey his word, and you will find true peace, joy, and happiness in the Lord your God.


Prayer: Lord Jesus, may the fire of your love consume me and transform my life that I may truly desire nothing more than life with you. Fill me with the power of your Holy Spirit that I may always seek to please you and do your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 24, 2025

Friday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Romans 7:18-25a

Brothers and sisters:
 I know that good does not dwell in me, that is, in my flesh.
 The willing is ready at hand, but doing the good is not.
 For I do not do the good I want,
 but I do the evil I do not want.
 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it,
 but sin that dwells in me.
 So, then, I discover the principle
 that when I want to do right, evil is at hand.
 For I take delight in the law of God, in my inner self,
 but I see in my members another principle
 at war with the law of my mind,
 taking me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.
 Miserable one that I am!
 Who will deliver me from this mortal body?
 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93, 94

R. (68b) Lord, teach me your statutes.

Teach me wisdom and knowledge,
 for in your commands I trust.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

You are good and bountiful;
 teach me your statutes.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Let your kindness comfort me
 according to your promise to your servants.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Let your compassion come to me that I may live,
 for your law is my delight.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Never will I forget your precepts,
 for through them you give me life.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

I am yours; save me,
 for I have sought your precepts.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 12:54-59

Jesus said to the crowds,
 "When you see a cloud rising in the west
 you say immediately that it is going to rain–and so it does;
 and when you notice that the wind is blowing from the south
 you say that it is going to be hot–and so it is.
 You hypocrites!
 You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky;
 why do you not know how to interpret the present time?

"Why do you not judge for yourselves what is right?
 If you are to go with your opponent before a magistrate,
 make an effort to settle the matter on the way;
 otherwise your opponent will turn you over to the judge,
 and the judge hand you over to the constable,
 and the constable throw you into prison.
 I say to you, you will not be released
 until you have paid the last penny."

Optional Memorial of Saint Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #719-724.



Reading 1

Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains
 are the feet of him who brings glad tidings,
 Announcing peace, bearing good news,
 announcing salvation, and saying to Zion,
 "Your God is King!"
 Hark! Your sentinels raise a cry,
 together they shout for joy,
 For they see directly, before their eyes,
 the LORD restoring Zion.
 Break out together in song,
 O ruins of Jerusalem!
 For the LORD comforts his people,
 he redeems Jerusalem.
 The LORD has bared his holy arm
 in the sight of all the nations;
 All the ends of the earth will behold
 the salvation of our God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
 give to the LORD glory and praise;
 give to the LORD the glory due his name!

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Alleluia

Mark 1:17

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come after me, says the Lord,
 and I will make you fishers of men.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 1:14-20

After John the Baptist had been arrested,
 Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the Gospel of God:
 "This is the time of fulfillment.
 The Kingdom of God is at hand.
 Repent, and believe in the Gospel."

As he passed by the Sea of Galilee,
 he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea;
 they were fishermen.
 Jesus said to them,
 "Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men."
 Then they abandoned their nets and followed him.
 He walked along a little farther
 and saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John.
 They too were in a boat mending their nets.
 Then he called them.
 So they left their father Zebedee in the boat
 along with the hired men and followed him.

Reflection



Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


Friday (October 24):  Heed the Warning Signs before It Is Too LateMeditation: How good are you at reading warning signs? Jesus expects his disciples to accurately read the signs of the times ! Seafarers and farmers know the importance of spotting weather conditions for safe travel and planting. A lot of effort is made today, with the help of science and technology, to discern potential natural dangers, such as tropical storms, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, earth quakes, and erupting volcanoes, so that people can be warned to take shelter before disaster hits.

Don't miss God's kingdom and power to transform your life
Our need for accurately discerning the spiritual condition and moral climate around us is vital if we want to avert spiritual crisis and moral disaster. The Lord is ready to transform our lives by offering us his kingdom of righteousness (moral goodness), peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). - But we can miss it if we allow a permissive attitude that takes sin lightly or puts off repairing wrongdoing before it is too late to get reconciled with God.

Jesus used a very vivid illustration of a threatening lawsuit to show the urgency of settling a bad case outside of court before a worse sentence could be passed against us. Why did the neighbor in Jesus' story make an effort to come to an agreement with his adversary before the matter was sent to court for judgment? The accused knew that he had a bad case which would likely go against him in court. He quickly tried to come to an agreement with his adversary to avoid receiving a worse sentence of being thrown into prison and given a costly fine as well.

Jesus will set us free and fill us with the Holy Spirit
We all stand in need of God's mercy, grace, and protection. The Lord Jesus is our physician and healer and he is ready to set us free from any sinful patterns of thinking, acting, and speaking. If we give our lives over to him he will fill us with his Holy Spirit and give us a new heart and a transformed mind that is filled with his truth, love, and goodness. If you want lasting peace and joy with God, then allow the Lord Jesus to transform every area of your life, your home, your work, your relationships, and possessions so that he may truly be the Lord and Giver of abundant life and righteousness. Are you ready to surrender all to him - and to receive all from him?


Prayer: Lord Jesus, flood my heart with your love and free me from all that would keep me from doing your will. Transform my mind that I may discern what is right and choose what is good and pleasing to you.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 25, 2025

Saturday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Romans 8:1-11

Brothers and sisters:
 Now there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
 For the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus
 has freed you from the law of sin and death. 
 For what the law, weakened by the flesh, was powerless to do,
 this God has done:
 by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh
 and for the sake of sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,
 so that the righteous decree of the law might be fulfilled in us,
 who live not according to the flesh but according to the spirit.
 For those who live according to the flesh
 are concerned with the things of the flesh,
 but those who live according to the spirit
 with the things of the spirit. 
 The concern of the flesh is death,
 but the concern of the spirit is life and peace.
 For the concern of the flesh is hostility toward God;
 it does not submit to the law of God, nor can it;
 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
 But you are not in the flesh;
 on the contrary, you are in the spirit,
 if only the Spirit of God dwells in you.
 Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
 But if Christ is in you,
 although the body is dead because of sin,
 the spirit is alive because of righteousness.
 If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
 the one who raised Christ from the dead
 will give life to your mortal bodies also,
 through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 24:1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-6

R. (see 6) Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

The LORD’s are the earth and its fullness;
 the world and those who dwell in it.
 For he founded it upon the seas
 and established it upon the rivers.

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD?
 or who may stand in his holy place?
 He whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean,
 who desires not what is vain.

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

He shall receive a blessing from the LORD,
 a reward from God his savior.
 Such is the race that seeks for him,
 that seeks the face of the God of Jacob.

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

Alleluia

Ezekiel 33:11

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked man, says the Lord,
 but rather in his conversion that he may live.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 13:1-9

Some people told Jesus about the Galileans
 whose blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices.
 He said to them in reply, 
 “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way 
 they were greater sinners than all other Galileans?
 By no means!
 But I tell you, if you do not repent,
 you will all perish as they did!
 Or those eighteen people who were killed 
 when the tower at Siloam fell on them—
 do you think they were more guilty 
 than everyone else who lived in Jerusalem?
 By no means!
 But I tell you, if you do not repent,
 you will all perish as they did!”

And he told them this parable: 
 “There once was a person who had a fig tree planted in his orchard, 
 and when he came in search of fruit on it but found none,
 he said to the gardener,
 ‘For three years now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree 
 but have found none.
 So cut it down.
 Why should it exhaust the soil?’
 He said to him in reply,
 ‘Sir, leave it for this year also, 
 and I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; 
 it may bear fruit in the future.
 If not you can cut it down.’”

Reflection
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Saturday (October 25):  Unless You Repent - You Will PerishMeditation: What can a calamity, such as a political blood-bath or a natural disaster, teach us about God's kingdom and the consequences of wrong-doing and turning away from God? Jesus used two such occasions to address the issue of sin (wrong-doing) and judgment with his Jewish audience. Pilate, who was the Roman governor of Jerusalem at the time, ordered his troops to slaughter a group of Galileans who had come up to Jerusalem to offer sacrifice in the Temple. We do not know what these Galileans did to incite Pilate's wrath, nor why Pilate chose to attack them in the holiest of places for the Jews, in their temple at Jerusalem. For the Jews, this was political barbarity and sacrilege at its worst!

The second incident which Jesus addressed was a natural disaster, a tower in Jerusalem which unexpectedly collapsed, killing 18 people. The Jews often associated such calamities and disasters as a consequence of sin (doing what is wrong and contrary to God's law). Scripture does warn that sin can result in calamity! Though the righteous fall seven times, and rise again; the wicked are overthrown by calamity (Proverbs 24:16).

The time for repentance and forgiveness is right now!
The real danger and calamity which Jesus points out is that an unexpected disaster or a sudden death does not give us time to repent of our sins by acknowledging our wrong-doing and asking for pardon here and now before we die and are brought face to face with the Lord of heaven and earth when he calls us to his judgment seat. The Book of Job reminds us that misfortune and calamity can befall both the righteous and the unrighteous alike. Jesus gives a clear warning - take responsibility for your actions and moral choices and put sin to death today before it can poison your heart, corrupt your mind, and bring destruction to your body as well.

Allowing sin and sinful attitudes to go unchecked in us is like a cancer which spreads and corrupts us from within and causes death if it is not cut off.We must honestly and humbly acknowledge our sins before God and ask for his forgiveness and for his healing grace to restore and change us so that we may grow day by day into the holiness he desires for us. Holding on to sinful attitudes, and refusing to confess our wrongdoing (sins) before God to receive his pardon and healing, can only lead to one result - a corrupt heart, mind, and soul that is dead spiritually. Paul the Apostle reminds us that "the wages of sin in death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23). Spiritual death and separation from God is a far worse condition than any physical harm or loss we might experience in this present life.Choose today for the abundant life and grace which Christ has won for you through his victory over sin and death on the Cross.

The sign of the barren fig tree
Jesus followed his warning to turn away from sin and not allow it to corrupt our minds and hearts with an illustration and story (parable) from nature and farming which his listeners would have easily understood. Good land for growing crops and fruit trees were sparse in the arid climate of Judea and the surrounding desert regions. One very common and important source of food for the people who lived in the region of Galilee and Judea was the fig tree. Its fruit was highly prized and became a symbol of God's fruitful blessing and provision for his people. A fig tree normally matured within three years, producing plentiful fruit. If it failed, it was cut down to make room for more healthy trees. A decaying fig tree and its bad fruit came to symbolize for the Jews the consequence of spiritual corruption caused by evil deeds and unrepentant sin.

The unfruitful fig tree symbolized the outcome of Israel's indifference and lack of response to God's word of repentance and restoration. The prophets depicted the desolation and calamity of Israel's fall and ruin - due to her unfaithfulness to God - as a languishing fig tree (see Joel 1:7,12; Habbakuk 3:17; and Jeremiah 8:13). Jeremiah likened good and evil rulers and members of Israel with figs that were either good for eating or rotten and wasteful (Jeremiah 24:2-8). Jesus' parable depicts the patience of God, but it also contains a warning that we should not presume upon God's patience and mercy. God's judgment will come in due course - very soon or later. Jesus' parable of the barren fig tree illustrates his warning about the consequences of allowing sin (wrongdoing) and moral corruption to take root in our hearts and minds. We must turn away from sinful atttitudes and sinful habits and turn to God for his transforming grace and power to change us.

Why God judges
Why does God judge his people? He judges to purify and cleanse us of all sin so that we might grow in his holiness and righteousness (being in a right relationship with God). And he disciplines us for our own good, to inspire a godly fear and reverence for him and his holy word. God is patient, but for those who persistently and stubbornly rebel against him and refuse to repent and change their course, there is the consequence that they will lose both their soul and body to hell.

Are God's judgments unjust or unloving? When God's judgments are revealed in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness (Isaiah 26:9). To pronounce God's judgment on sin is much less harsh than what will happen if those who sin are not warned to repent and turn back to God.

Don't tolerate sin
God, in his mercy, gives us time to get right with him, but that time is now. We must not assume that there is no hurry. A sudden and unexpected death leaves one no time to prepare to settle one's accounts when he or she must stand before the Lord on the day of judgment. Jesus warns us that we must be ready at all times. Tolerating sinful habits and excusing unrepentant sin and wrongdoing will result in bad fruit, painful discipline, and spiritual disease that leads to death and destruction. The Lord in his mercy gives us both grace (his gracious help and healing) and time to turn away from sin, but that time is right now. If we delay, even for a day, we may discover that grace has passed us by and our time is up. Do you hunger for the Lord's righteousness (moral goodness) and holiness?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, increase my hunger for you that I may grow in righteousness and holiness. May I not squander the grace of the present moment to say "yes" to you and to your will and plan for my life.
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October 26, 2025

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18

The LORD is a God of justice,
 who knows no favorites.
 Though not unduly partial toward the weak,
 yet he hears the cry of the oppressed.
 The Lord is not deaf to the wail of the orphan,
 nor to the widow when she pours out her complaint.
 The one who serves God willingly is heard;
 his petition reaches the heavens.
 The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds;
 it does not rest till it reaches its goal,
 nor will it withdraw till the Most High responds,
 judges justly and affirms the right,
 and the Lord will not delay.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23

R. (7a) The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear me and be glad.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

The LORD confronts the evildoers,
 to destroy remembrance of them from the earth.
 When the just cry out, the LORD hears them,
 and from all their distress he rescues them.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

The LORD is close to the brokenhearted;
 and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.
 The LORD redeems the lives of his servants;
 no one incurs guilt who takes refuge in him.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

Reading 2

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

Beloved:
 I am already being poured out like a libation,
 and the time of my departure is at hand.
 I have competed well; I have finished the race;
 I have kept the faith.
 From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me,
 which the Lord, the just judge,
 will award to me on that day, and not only to me,
 but to all who have longed for his appearance.
 At my first defense no one appeared on my behalf,
 but everyone deserted me.
 May it not be held against them!
 But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength,
 so that through me the proclamation might be completed
 and all the Gentiles might hear it.
 And I was rescued from the lion's mouth.
 The Lord will rescue me from every evil threat
 and will bring me safe to his heavenly kingdom.
 To him be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Alleluia

2 Corinthians 5:19

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
 and entrusting to us the message of salvation.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 18:9-14

Jesus addressed this parable
 to those who were convinced of their own righteousness
 and despised everyone else.
 "Two people went up to the temple area to pray;
 one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector.
 The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to himself,
 'O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity --
 greedy, dishonest, adulterous -- or even like this tax collector.
 I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my whole income.'
 But the tax collector stood off at a distance
 and would not even raise his eyes to heaven
 but beat his breast and prayed,
 'O God, be merciful to me a sinner.'
 I tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former;
 for whoever exalts himself will be humbled,
 and the one who humbles himself will be exalted."


Reflection
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30th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle C 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18 

 
 Jesus Ben Sirach, the wise and perceptive scribe of Jerusalem, writes movingly of the chief loves of his life: the Law and the Temple liturgy. He also shows a touching devotion to the great figures of Israels past. He gives us a pithy collection of reflections, mostly on worldly wisdom, good behavior, tact and good sense. But he insists that Wisdom comes from God, mediated through the Law. He always has death, the moment of reckoning, before his eyes, though he gives no clear teaching about the after-life or what the reward for good works will be. The Wisdom of Ben Sirach was originally written in Hebrew, but, as the forward says, it was translated into Greek by the authors grandson in 132 B.C. Jesus Ben Sirach wrote about 190-180 B.C. Sirach is the only book of Holy Scripture which contains a forward (which is not considered inspired). 12    For he is a God of justice, who knows no favorites. 13 Though not unduly partial toward the weak, yet he hears the cry of the oppressed. The poor and powerless enjoy a special love and concern of the Lord. 14    He is not deaf to the wail of the orphan, nor to the widow when she pours out her complaint; God hears the cry of the poor, the orphan, the widows Bthese are privileged characters in the Bible (see Exodus 22:21-23, Deuteronomy 24:17-18; Proverbs 23:10-11. 16    He who serves God willingly is heard; Willingly is the key word – service because of duty, obligation, or habit is not sufficient – it must be willing service. his petition reaches the heavens. 17 The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds; it does not rest till it reaches its goal, 18 Nor will it withdraw till the Most High responds, It is the prayer of the lowly, the humble. judges justly and affirms the right. 1 

 

2nd Reading - 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

 
 Today we wind up our study of 2nd Timothy as we hear Pauls closing remarks. Recall that this letter is written as instruction and encouragement to Timothy, whom Paul installed as Bishop of Ephesus. Timothy has been having difficulties with false teachers and Paul provides pastoral guidance while he himself is held prisoner in Rome. This letter is believed to have been written in A.D. 67 with Paul being martyred in A.D. 67 or 68. The place of his martyrdom in local Roman tradition is the site of the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls. Since he was a Roman citizen, the mode of execution according to the same tradition was decapitation 6    For I am already being poured out like a libation, A libation is a sacrificial rite in which a liquid (usually wine or oil) was poured out on the altar. and the time of my departure is at hand. Pauls death is near at hand. He is handing on his legacy to Timothy and other future leaders. 7    I have competed well; I have finished the race; Pauls letters are full of athletic imagery: races, fights, etc. These images are used to exhort the reader to keep his attention focused on the prize which goes to the winner; the victors crown which is awarded by the chief judge. I have kept the faith. Paul has preserved and guarded the deposit of faith. 8    From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me, which the Lord, the just judge, will award to me on that day, The parousia, the day of judgment and not only to me, but to all who have longed for his appearance. All who out of love for Christ have lived a Christian life as a preparation for their appearance at the judgment. 16    At my first defense no one appeared on my behalf, but everyone deserted me. 2    It is possible that Paul is referring to his Roman house arrest, but more likely he alludes to a first hearing in his present trial. Story has it that the apostle, after defending himself, was again sent upon the ministry of preaching and coming a second time to the same city met death by martyrdom under Nero. While he was being held in prison, he composed the second epistle to Timothy, at the same time indicating that his first defense had taken place and that martyrdom was at hand. [Eusebius Pamphilus of Caesarea (between A.D. 300-325), History of the Church 2,22] May it not be held against them! 17 But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the proclamation might be completed and all the Gentiles might hear it. Assuming that the first hearing was at his present trial, Paul was successful in preaching the Gospel before the judges and all those present for the occasion. And I was rescued from the lions mouth. A biblical image (Psalm 22:21; Daniel 6:22). 18    The Lord will rescue me from every evil threat Paul is not referring to release from his present imprisonment, he will be rescued for the heavenly kingdom. and will bring me safe to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Gospel - Luke 18:9-14 

 
 As we proceed from our gospel reading last week which presented Jesus first parable on prayer, we now hear the second parable on prayer. Recall that the question has often been put to Jesus When and how will the end come? Jesus answer is always that we are to persevere in prayer and humility. These two parables (the one we heard last week and this one) appear only in Luke and in this one we are reminded that our virtuous works what we are proud of will not earn us entrance into Gods kingdom. 9    He [Jesus] then addressed this parable to those who were convinced of their own righteousness and despised everyone else. 10 Two people went up to the temple area to pray; The hours of prayer were 9 A.M. and 3 P.M. one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector. 3    The Pharisees were completely just before the Law, that is why they had such confidence in themselves. Tax collectors were always considered to be sinners. 11    The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to himself, O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity – greedy, dishonest, adulterous – or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my whole income. The Pharisee carefully spells out why he is just, just in case God hadnt noticed. 13    But the tax collector stood off at a distance and would not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast A sign of repentance and mourning and prayed, O God, be merciful to me a sinner. 14 I tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted. The tax collector is forgiven of his sins because of his humble repentance. He has recognized his need of Gods mercy and has shown sorrow for his sins. The Pharisee, however, does not need Gods justification because he has justified himself (once saved, always saved?). 
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Sunday (October 26):  God, Be Merciful to Me a Sinner!Meditation: How can we know if our prayer is pleasing to God or not? The prophet Hosea, who spoke in God's name, said: "I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice" (Hosea 6:6). The prayers and sacrifices we make to God mean nothing to him if they do not spring from a heart of love for God and for one's neighbor. How can we expect God to hear our prayers if we do not approach him with humility and with a contrite heart that seeks mercy and forgiveness? We stand in constant need of God's grace and help. That is why Scripture tells us that "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble" (James 4:6; Proverbs 3:34).

God hears the prayer of the humble
Jesus reinforced this warning with a vivid story of two people at prayer. Why did the Lord accept one person's prayer and reject the other's prayer? Luke gives us a hint: despising one's neighbor closes the door to God's heart. Expressing disdain and contempt for others is more than being mean-minded. It springs from the assumption that one is qualified to sit in the seat of judgment and to publicly shame those who do not conform to our standards and religious practices. Jesus' story caused offense to the religious-minded Pharisees who regarded "tax collectors" as unworthy of God's grace and favor. How could Jesus put down a "religious person" and raise up a "public sinner"?

Jesus' parable speaks about the nature of prayer and our relationship with God. It does this by contrasting two very different attitudes towards prayer. The Pharisee, who represented those who take pride in their religious practices, exalted himself at the expense of others. Absorbed with his own sense of self-satisfaction and self-congratulation, his boastful prayer was centered on his good religious practices rather than on God's goodness, grace, and pardon. Rather than humbling himself before God and asking for God's mercy and help, this man praised himself while despising those he thought less worthy. The Pharisee tried to justify himself before God and before those he despised; but only God can justify us. The tax collector, who represented those despised by religious-minded people, humbled himself before God and begged for mercy. His prayer was heard by God because he had true sorrow for his sins. He sought God with humility rather than with pride.

The humble recognize their need for God's mercy and help
This parable presents both an opportunity and a warning. Pride leads to self-deception and spiritual blindness. True humility helps us to see ourselves as we really are in God's eyes and it inclines us to seek God's help and mercy. God dwells with the humble of heart who recognize their own sinfulness and who acknowledge God's mercy and saving grace. I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and humble spirit (Isaiah 57:15). God cannot hear us if we boast in ourselves and despise others. Do you humbly seek God's mercy and do you show mercy to others, especially those you find difficult to love and to forgive?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your love and truth transform my life - my inner thoughts, intentions, and attitudes, and my outward behavior, speech, and actions. Where I lack charity, kindness, and forbearance, help me to embrace your merciful love and to seek the good of my neighbor, even those who cause me ill-favor or offense. May I always love as you have loved and forgive others as you have forgiven.
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October 27, 2025

Monday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Romans 8:12-17

Brothers and sisters,
 we are not debtors to the flesh,
 to live according to the flesh.
 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die,
 but if by the spirit you put to death the deeds of the body,
 you will live.

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
 but you received a spirit of adoption,
 through which we cry, "Abba, Father!"
 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit
 that we are children of God,
 and if children, then heirs,
 heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ,
 if only we suffer with him
 so that we may also be glorified with him.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 68:2 and 4, 6-7ab, 20-21

R. (21a) Our God is the God of salvation.

God arises; his enemies are scattered,
 and those who hate him flee before him.
 But the just rejoice and exult before God;
 they are glad and rejoice.

R. Our God is the God of salvation.

The father of orphans and the defender of widows
 is God in his holy dwelling.
 God gives a home to the forsaken;
 he leads forth prisoners to prosperity.

R. Our God is the God of salvation.

Blessed day by day be the Lord,
 who bears our burdens; God, who is our salvation.
 God is a saving God for us;
 the LORD, my Lord, controls the passageways of death.

R. Our God is the God of salvation.

Alleluia

John 17:17b, 17a

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Your word, O Lord, is truth;
 consecrate us in the truth.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 13:10-17

Jesus was teaching in a synagogue on the sabbath.
 And a woman was there who for eighteen years
 had been crippled by a spirit;
 she was bent over, completely incapable of standing erect.
 When Jesus saw her, he called to her and said,
 "Woman, you are set free of your infirmity."
 He laid his hands on her,
 and she at once stood up straight and glorified God.
 But the leader of the synagogue,
 indignant that Jesus had cured on the sabbath,
 said to the crowd in reply,
 "There are six days when work should be done.
 Come on those days to be cured, not on the sabbath day."
 The Lord said to him in reply, "Hypocrites!
 Does not each one of you on the sabbath
 untie his ox or his ass from the manger
 and lead it out for watering?
 This daughter of Abraham,
 whom Satan has bound for eighteen years now,
 ought she not to have been set free on the sabbath day
 from this bondage?"
 When he said this, all his adversaries were humiliated;
 and the whole crowd rejoiced at all the splendid deeds done by him.


Reflection
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Monday (October 27):  Freedom from Bondage for Eighteen YearsMeditation: Is there anything that keeps you bound up or oppressed? Infirmity, whether physical, emotional, or spiritual, can befall us for a variety of reasons and God can use it for some purpose that we do not understand. When Jesus encountered an elderly woman who was spent of her strength and unable to stand upright, he gave her words of faith and freedom and he restored her to health. She must have suffered much, both physically and spiritually for eighteen years, since Jesus remarked that Satan had bound her. How can Satan do this? The Scriptures indicate that Satan can act in the world with malice and can cause injuries of a spiritual nature, and indirectly even of a physical nature. Satan's power, however, is not infinite. He cannot prevent the building up of God's kingdom or reign in our lives.

Jesus wants to set free us from oppression
Jesus demonstrates the power and authority of God's kingdom in releasing people who are oppressed by physical and emotional sickness, by personal weakness and sin, and by the harassment of the evil one in their lives. It took only one word from Jesus to release this woman instantly of her infirmity. Do you believe in the power of Jesus to release you from affliction and oppression?

The Jewish leaders were indignant that Jesus would perform such a miraculous work on the Sabbath, the holy day of rest. They were so caught up in their ritual observance of the Sabbath that they lost sight of God's mercy and goodness. Jesus healed on the Sabbath because God does not rest from showing his mercy and love, ever. God's word has power to change us, spiritually, physically, and emotionally. Is there anything that keeps you bound up or that weighs you down? Let the Lord speak his word to you and give you freedom.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you grant freedom to those who seek you. Give me freedom to walk in your way of love and to praise and worship you always. Show me how I can bring your mercy and healing love to those in need around me.
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October 28, 2025

Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles

Reading 1

Ephesians 2:19-22

Brothers and sisters:
 You are no longer strangers and sojourners,
 but you are fellow citizens with the holy ones
 and members of the household of God,
 built upon the foundation of the Apostles and prophets,
 with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone.
 Through him the whole structure is held together
 and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord;
 in him you also are being built together
 into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 19:2-3, 4-5

R. (5a) Their message goes out through all the earth.

The heavens declare the glory of God,
 and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
 Day pours out the word to day,
 and night to night imparts knowledge.

R. Their message goes out through all the earth.

Not a word nor a discourse
 whose voice is not heard;
 Through all the earth their voice resounds,
 and to the ends of the world, their message.

R. Their message goes out through all the earth.

Alleluia 

See Te Deum



R. Alleluia, alleluia.

We praise you, O God,
 we acclaim you as Lord;
 the glorious company of Apostles praise you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 6:12-16

Jesus went up to the mountain to pray,
 and he spent the night in prayer to God.
 When day came, he called his disciples to himself,
 and from them he chose Twelve, whom he also named Apostles:
 Simon, whom he named Peter, and his brother Andrew,
 James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew,
 Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus,
 Simon who was called a Zealot,
 and Judas the son of James,
 and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

Reflection
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Tuesday (October 28):  What God's Kingdom Is LikeMeditation: What can mustard seeds and leaven teach us about the kingdom of God? The tiny mustard seed literally grew to be a tree which attracted numerous birds because they loved the little black mustard seed it produced. God's kingdom works in a similar fashion. It starts from the smallest beginnings in the hearts of men and women who are receptive to God's word. And it works unseen and causes a transformation from within.

The transforming power of the Holy Spirit within us
Leaven is another powerful agent of change. A lump of dough left to itself remains just what it is, a lump of dough. But when the leaven is added to it a transformation takes place which produces rich and wholesome bread when heated - the staple of life for humans. The kingdom of God produces a transformation in those who receive the new life which Jesus Christ offers. When we yield to Jesus Christ, our lives are transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. Paul the Apostle says, "we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us" (2 Corinthians 4:7). Do you believe in the transforming power of the Holy Spirit?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit and transform me into the Christ-like holiness you desire. Increase my zeal for your kingdom and instill in me a holy desire to live for your greater glory.
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October 29, 2025

Wednesday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Romans 8:26-30

Brothers and sisters:
 The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness;
 for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
 but the Spirit himself intercedes with inexpressible groanings.
 And the one who searches hearts
 knows what is the intention of the Spirit,
 because he intercedes for the holy ones 
 according to God’s will.

We know that all things work for good for those who love God,
 who are called according to his purpose.
 For those he foreknew he also predestined
 to be conformed to the image of his Son,
 so that he might be the firstborn
 among many brothers. 
 And those he predestined he also called;
 and those he called he also justified;
 and those he justified he also glorified.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 13:4-5, 6

R. (6a) My hope, O Lord, is in your mercy.

Look, answer me, O LORD, my God!
 Give light to my eyes that I may not sleep in death
 lest my enemy say, “I have overcome him”;
 lest my foes rejoice at my downfall.

R. My hope, O Lord, is in your mercy.

Though I trusted in your mercy,
 Let my heart rejoice in your salvation;
 let me sing of the LORD, “He has been good to me.”

R. My hope, O Lord, is in your mercy.

Alleluia

See 2 Thessalonians 2:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

God has called us through the Gospel
 to possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 13:22-30

Jesus passed through towns and villages,
 teaching as he went and making his way to Jerusalem.
 Someone asked him,
 “Lord, will only a few people be saved?”
 He answered them, 
 “Strive to enter through the narrow gate,
 for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter
 but will not be strong enough.
 After the master of the house has arisen and locked the door,
 then will you stand outside knocking and saying,
 ‘Lord, open the door for us.’
 He will say to you in reply,
 ‘I do not know where you are from.’
 And you will say,
 ‘We ate and drank in your company and you taught in our streets.’
 Then he will say to you,
 ‘I do not know where you are from.
 Depart from me, all you evildoers!’
 And there will be wailing and grinding of teeth
 when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
 and all the prophets in the Kingdom of God
 and you yourselves cast out.
 And people will come from the east and the west
 and from the north and the south
 and will recline at table in the Kingdom of God.
 For behold, some are last who will be first,
 and some are first who will be last.”

Reflection
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Wednesday (October 29):  Do Not Risk Being Shut OutMeditation: What does the image of a door say to us about the kingdom of God? Jesus' story about the door being shut to those who come too late suggests they had offended their host and deserved to be excluded. It was customary for teachers in Jesus' time to close the door on tardy students and not allow them back for a whole week in order to teach them a lesson in discipline and faithfulness.

Who will be invited to enter God's kingdom?
Jesus told this story in response to the question of who will make it to heaven - to God's kingdom of everlasting peace and eternal life. Many rabbis held that all Israel would be saved and gain entry into God's kingdom, except for a few blatant sinners who excluded themselves! After all, they were specially chosen by God when he established a covenant relationship with them.

Jesus surprised his listeners by saying that one's membership as a people who have entered into a covenant relationship with God does not automatically mean entry into the everlasting kingdom of God. Second, Jesus asserts that many from the Gentile (non-Jewish) nations would enter God's kingdom. God's invitation is open to Jew and Gentile alike.

Jesus is the door to the kingdom of heaven
But Jesus warns that we can be excluded if we do not strive to enter by the narrow door . What did Jesus mean by this expression? The door which Jesus had in mind was himself. I am the door; if any one enters by me, he will be saved (John 10:9). God sent his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to open the way for us to have full access to the throne of God's grace (his favor and blessing) and mercy (his pardon for our sins). Through Jesus' victory on the cross he has freed us from slavery to sin and hurtful desires and addictions, and he has made us sons and daughters of God and citizens of his heavenly kingdom. We are free now to choose which kingdom we will serve - the kingdom of light and truth ruled by God's justice and wisdom or the kingdom of darkness and falsehood ruled by Satan and a world system or society of people who are opposed to God and his laws.

Following the Lord requires effort and commitment on our part
If we want to enter God's kingdom and receive our full inheritance which is stored up for us in heaven, then we must follow the Lord Jesus in his way of the cross through a willing renunciation of our own will for his will - our own life for his life - our own way for his way.

Why did Jesus say we must strive to enter his kingdom of righteousness and peace? The word strive can also be translated as agony . To enter the kingdom of God we must struggle against every force or power of opposition - even the temptation to remain indifferent, apathetic, or compromising in our faith and personal trust in Jesus, our hope in holding firm to the promises of Jesus, and our uncompromising love for God above all else (the "love that has been poured into our hearts through the gift of the Spirit which has been given to us" - Romans 5:5).

The Lord is with us to strengthen us in our trials and struggles
The good news is that we do not struggle alone. God is with us and his grace is sufficient! As we strive side by side for the faith of the Gospel with the help and support of our brothers and sisters in the Lord (Philippians 1:27), Jesus assures us of complete victory! Do you trust in God's grace and help, especially in times of testing and temptation?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I never doubt your guiding presence and your merciful love towards me. Through the gift of your Spirit fill me with courage and persevering faith to trust you in all things and in every circumstance I find myself. Give me the strength to cling to your promises when the world around me begins to shake or crumble. And when my love and zeal begin to waver, fan into my heart a flame of consuming love and dedication for you who are my All.
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October 30, 2025

Thursday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Romans 8:31b-39

Brothers and sisters:
 If God is for us, who can be against us?
 He did not spare his own Son
 but handed him over for us all,
 how will he not also give us everything else along with him?
 Who will bring a charge against God's chosen ones?
 It is God who acquits us.
 Who will condemn?
 It is Christ Jesus who died, rather, was raised,
 who also is at the right hand of God,
 who indeed intercedes for us.
 What will separate us from the love of Christ?
 Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
 or nakedness, or peril, or the sword?
 As it is written:

For your sake we are being slain all the day;
 we are looked upon as sheep to be slaughtered.

No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly
 through him who loved us.
 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
 nor angels, nor principalities,
 nor present things, nor future things,
 nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
 nor any other creature will be able to separate us
 from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 109:21-22, 26-27, 30-31

R. (26b) Save me, O Lord, in your mercy.

Do you, O GOD, my Lord, deal kindly with me for your name's sake;
 in your generous mercy rescue me;
 For I am wretched and poor,
 and my heart is pierced within me.

R. Save me, O Lord, in your mercy.

Help me, O LORD, my God;
 save me, in your mercy,
 And let them know that this is your hand;
 that you, O LORD, have done this.

R. Save me, O Lord, in your mercy.

I will speak my thanks earnestly to the LORD,
 and in the midst of the throng I will praise him,
 For he stood at the right hand of the poor man,
 to save him from those who would condemn his soul.

R. Save me, O Lord, in your kindness.

Alleluia

See Luke 19:38; 2:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 13:31-35

Some Pharisees came to Jesus and said,
 "Go away, leave this area because Herod wants to kill you."
 He replied, "Go and tell that fox,
 'Behold, I cast out demons and I perform healings today and tomorrow,
 and on the third day I accomplish my purpose.
 Yet I must continue on my way today, tomorrow, and the following day,
 for it is impossible that a prophet should die
 outside of Jerusalem.'

"Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
 you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you,
 how many times I yearned to gather your children together
 as a hen gathers her brood under her wings,
 but you were unwilling!
 Behold, your house will be abandoned.
 But I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say,
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord."


Reflection
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Thursday (October 30):  Blessed Is He Who Comes in the Name of the Lord!Meditation: When your security is threatened and danger strikes do you flee or stand your ground? When King Herod, the ruler of Galilee, heard that thousands of people were coming to Jesus, he decided it was time to eliminate this threat to his influence and power. That is why some of the Pharisees warned Jesus to flee from the wrath of Herod. Jesus, in turn, warned them that they were in greater spiritual danger of losing both soul and body to hell (Matthew 10:28) if they refused to listen to God and to his messengers the prophets (Luke 13:34). Like John the Baptist and all the prophets who preceded him, Jesus posed a threat to the ruling authorities of his day.

Do not fear those who oppose God
Jesus went so far as to call Herod a fox . What did he mean by such an expression? The fox was regarded as the slyest of all animals and one of the most destructive as well. Any farmer will tell you how difficult it is to get rid of foxes who under the cover of night steal and destroy. The fox became a symbol of what was worthless, insignificant, and destructive. It takes great courage to stand up and openly oppose a tyrant. Jesus knew that he would suffer the same fate as the prophets who came before him. He not only willingly exposed himself to such danger, but he prayed for his persecutors and for those who rejected the prophets who spoke in God's name. Do you pray for your enemies and for those who oppose the Gospel message today?

Jesus came to set people free from sin and to give them new life
Jesus contrasts his desire for Jerusalem - the holy city and temple of God - with Jerusalem's lack of desire for him as their long-expected Messiah. Jesus compares his longing for Jerusalem with a mother hen gathering her chicks under her protective wings. Psalm 91 speaks of God's protection in such terms: He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge (Psalm 91:4). Jesus willingly set his face toward Jerusalem, knowing that he would meet certain betrayal, rejection, and death on a cross. His death on the cross, however, brought about victory and salvation, not only for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, but for all - both Jew and Gentile - who would accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

Open the door of your heart to the Lord Jesus
Jesus' prophecy is a two-edged sword, pointing to his victory over sin and death and foretelling the destruction of Jerusalem and the dire consequences for all who would reject him and his saving message. While the destruction of Jerusalem's temple was determined - it was razed by the Romans in 70 A.D. - there remained for its inhabitants a narrow open door leading to deliverance. Jesus says: I am the door; whoever enters by me will be saved (John 10:9).

The Lord Jesus opens the way for each of us to have direct access to God who adopts us as his children and who makes his home with us. Do you make room for the Lord in your life? The Lord is knocking at the door of your heart (Revelations 3:20) and he wishes to enter into a close personal relationship with you. Receive him who is the giver of expectant faith, unwavering hope, and undying love. And long for the true home which God has prepared for you in his heavenly city, Jerusalem (Revelations 21:2-4).

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I place all my trust and hope in you. Come make your home with me and take possession of my heart and will that I may wholly desire what is pleasing to you. Fill my heart with love and mercy for others that I may boldly witness to the truth and joy of the gospel through word and example, both to those who accept it and to those who oppose it.
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October 31, 2025

Friday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Romans 9:1-5

Brothers and sisters:
 I speak the truth in Christ, I do not lie;
 my conscience joins with the Holy Spirit in bearing me witness
 that I have great sorrow and constant anguish in my heart.
 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ
 for the sake of my own people,
 my kindred according to the flesh.
 They are children of Israel;
 theirs the adoption, the glory, the covenants,
 the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises;
 theirs the patriarchs, and from them,
 according to the flesh, is the Christ,
 who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20



 R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

Glorify the LORD, O Jerusalem;
 praise your God, O Zion.
 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates;
 he has blessed your children within you.

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

He has granted peace in your borders;
 with the best of wheat he fills you.
 He sends forth his command to the earth;
 swiftly runs his word!

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

He has proclaimed his word to Jacob,
 his statutes and his ordinances to Israel.
 He has not done thus for any other nation;
 his ordinances he has not made known to them. Alleluia.

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

Alleluia

John 10:27

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;
 I know them, and they follow me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 14:1-6

On a sabbath Jesus went to dine
 at the home of one of the leading Pharisees,
 and the people there were observing him carefully.
 In front of him there was a man suffering from dropsy.
 Jesus spoke to the scholars of the law and Pharisees in reply, asking,
 "Is it lawful to cure on the sabbath or not?"
 But they kept silent; so he took the man and,
 after he had healed him, dismissed him.
 Then he said to them
 "Who among you, if your son or ox falls into a cistern,
 would not immediately pull him out on the sabbath day?"
 But they were unable to answer his question.


Reflection
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Friday (October 31):  They Were Watching JesusMeditation: How do you approach the commandment to observe the sabbath as a day of rest to honor the Lord? The Pharisees were convinced that Jesus was a reckless Sabbath-breaker. The Gospels record seven incidents in which Jesus healed people on the Sabbath - the seventh day of the week set apart for rest and the worship of God. You would think Jesus' miracles on the Sabbath day of rest would draw admiration and gratitude from all. Unfortunately, each incident seemed to incite increasing hostility from the religious leaders who held an interpretation that went beyond God's intention for the Sabbath day of rest. They were certain that Jesus was a dangerous and irreligious man, a Sabbath-breaker, who must be stopped at all costs!

Is it ever lawful to refuse your neighbor in need?
Why did the Pharisees invite Jesus to dinner on the Sabbath, after he had already repeatedly broken their Sabbath regulations? Luke, a physician and keen observer of the human condition, notes the disposition of the Pharisees as they bring Jesus into their table fellowship. Body language often communicates more truthfully than words. Luke says the scribes and Pharisees were watching Jesus, no doubt with great suspicion. They wanted to catch Jesus in the act of breaking the Sabbath ritual so they might accuse him of breaking God's law and find some way to discredit him. Jesus' attention and affection quickly turned to a person who had a physical ailment called dropsy. How did such a pitiable person get into this dinner party? In the hot arid climate of Palestine, homes were open and people freely dropped in without much fuss or attention. For the religious minded it was considered uncharitable to exclude beggars. And if a rabbi came to dinner, it would be expected for him to speak a few words. So, famous rabbis obviously drew crowds of bystanders wherever they went.

God's work of love and mercy never rests
Jesus already knew that his hosts wanted to catch him in the act of breaking their Sabbath rituals. So when Jesus gave his defense for healing on the Sabbath, they treated him with cold silence. They were ensnared in their own legalism and could not understand or see the purpose of God in allowing a work of healing to take precedence over rest. Why did God give the commandment to keep holy the Sabbath and enjoined his people to refrain from work on that day? The "Sabbath rest" was meant to be a time to remember and celebrate God's goodness and the goodness of his works, both in creation and redemption. It was a day set apart for the praise of God, his work of creation, and his saving actions on our behalf. It was intended to bring everyday work to a halt and to provide needed rest and refreshment. It was not, however, intended to put a stop to love of God and love of neighbor. The law of love supersedes the law of rest! Jesus shows the fallacy of the Pharisees' legalism by pointing to God's intention for the Sabbath: to do good and to heal.


God's word has power to heal and to set us free from ignorance, error, intolerance, and prejudice. Do you honor the Lord's Day with appropriate rest and worship of God, and do you treat your neighbor with love and mercy in all situations?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I always honor you, both in my work and in my rest, and in the way I treat my neighbor. Fill me with your love and keep me free from a critical and intolerant spirit that I may always seek to please you and to bring good to my neighbor as well.
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