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Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi     
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Reflection

[image: ]

 

Sat, October 5, 2024





Saturday of the Twenty-sixth Week in Ordinary Time   
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Feast of Saint Luke, evangelist
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Memorial of Saints John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, Priests, and Companions, Martyrs   
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Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

 Mass Readings
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Monday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time
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Tuesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time     
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Wednesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time   
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Thursday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time
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Friday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings
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Saturday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings
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Sun, October 27, 2024





Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Scripture Study
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[image: ]

 

Mon, October 28, 2024

Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, October 29, 2024




Tuesday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Wed, October 30, 2024





Wednesday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings
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Thursday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time


Mass Readings

Reflection
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October 1, 2024

Memorial of Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus, virgin and doctor of the Church

Reading 1

Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23

Job opened his mouth and cursed his day.
 Job spoke out and said:

Perish the day on which I was born,
 the night when they said, “The child is a boy!”

Why did I not perish at birth,
 come forth from the womb and expire?
 Or why was I not buried away like an untimely birth,
 like babes that have never seen the light?
 Wherefore did the knees receive me?
 or why did I suck at the breasts?

For then I should have lain down and been tranquil;
 had I slept, I should then have been at rest
 With kings and counselors of the earth
 who built where now there are ruins
 Or with princes who had gold
 and filled their houses with silver.

There the wicked cease from troubling,
 there the weary are at rest.

Why is light given to the toilers,
 and life to the bitter in spirit?
 They wait for death and it comes not;
 they search for it rather than for hidden treasures,
 Rejoice in it exultingly,
 and are glad when they reach the grave:
 Those whose path is hidden from them,
 and whom God has hemmed in!

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 88:2-3, 4-5, 6, 7-8

R. (3) Let my prayer come before you, Lord.

O LORD, my God, by day I cry out;
 at night I clamor in your presence.
 Let my prayer come before you;
 incline your ear to my call for help.

R. Let my prayer come before you, Lord.

For my soul is surfeited with troubles
 and my life draws near to the nether world.
 I am numbered with those who go down into the pit;
 I am a man without strength.

R. Let my prayer come before you, Lord.

My couch is among the dead,
 like the slain who lie in the grave,
 Whom you remember no longer
 and who are cut off from your care.

R. Let my prayer come before you, Lord.

You have plunged me into the bottom of the pit,
 into the dark abyss.
 Upon me your wrath lies heavy,
 and with all your billows you overwhelm me.

R. Let my prayer come before you, Lord.

Alleluia

Mk 10:45

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Son of Man came to serve
 and to give his life as a ransom for many.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Lk 9:51-56

When the days for Jesus to be taken up were fulfilled,
 he resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem,
 and he sent messengers ahead of him.
 On the way they entered a Samaritan village
 to prepare for his reception there,
 but they would not welcome him
 because the destination of his journey was Jerusalem.
 When the disciples James and John saw this they asked,
 “Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven
 to consume them?”
 Jesus turned and rebuked them,
 and they journeyed to another village.

Memorial of Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Virgins, #731-736, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Isaiah 66:10-14c

Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad because of her,
 all you who love her;
 Exult, exult with her,
 all you who were mourning over her!
 Oh, that you may suck fully
 of the milk of her comfort,
 That you may nurse with delight
 at her abundant breasts!
 For thus says the LORD:
 Lo, I will spread prosperity over her like a river,
 and the wealth of the nations like
 an overflowing torrent.
 As nurslings, you shall be carried in her arms,
 and fondled in her lap;
 As a mother comforts her son,
 so will I comfort you;
 in Jerusalem you shall find your comfort.

When you see this, your heart shall rejoice,
 and your bodies flourish like the grass;
 The LORD's power shall be known to his servants.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 131:1bcde, 2, 3

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

O LORD, my heart is not proud,
 nor are my eyes haughty;
 I busy not myself with great things,
 nor with things too sublime for me.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

Nay rather, I have stilled and quieted
 my soul like a weaned child.
 Like a weaned child on its mother's lap,
 so is my soul within me.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

O Israel, hope in the LORD,
 both now and forever.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 18:1-4

The disciples approached Jesus and said,
 "Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?"
 He called a child over, placed it in their midst, and said,
 "Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children,
 you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whoever humbles himself like this child
 is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven."

Reflection
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Tuesday (October 1):  Jesus' Face Was Set toward JerusalemMeditation: Are you surprised to see two of Jesus' disciples praying for the destruction of a Samaritan village? The Jews and Samaritans had been divided for centuries. Jewish pilgrims who passed through Samaritan territory were often treated badly and even assaulted. Jesus did the unthinkable for a Jew. He not only decided to travel through Samaritan territory at personal risk, but he also asked for hospitality in one of their villages!

Jesus faced rejection and abuse in order to reconcile us with God and one another
Jesus' offer of friendship was rebuffed. Is there any wonder that the disciples were indignant and felt justified in wanting to see retribution done to this village? Wouldn't you respond the same way? Jesus, however, rebukes his disciples for their lack of toleration. Jesus had " set his face toward Jerusalem" to die on a cross that Jew, Samaritan and Gentile might be reconciled with God and be united as one people in Christ.

Jesus seeks our highest good - friend and enemy alike
Tolerance is a much needed virtue today. But aren't we often tolerant for the wrong thing or for the wrong motive? Christian love seeks the highest good of both one's neighbor and one's enemy. When Abraham Lincoln was criticized for his courtesy and tolerance towards his enemies during the American Civil War, he responded: "Do I not destroy my enemies when I make them my friends?" How do you treat those who cross you and cause you trouble? Do you seek their good rather than their harm?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are gracious, merciful, and kind. Set me free from my prejudice and intolerance towards those I find disagreeable, and widen my heart to love and to do good even to those who wish me harm or evil.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 2, 2024

Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels

Reading 1

Jb 9:1-12, 14-16

Job answered his friends and said:

I know well that it is so;
 but how can a man be justified before God?
 Should one wish to contend with him,
 he could not answer him once in a thousand times.
 God is wise in heart and mighty in strength;
 who has withstood him and remained unscathed?

He removes the mountains before they know it;
 he overturns them in his anger.
 He shakes the earth out of its place,
 and the pillars beneath it tremble.
 He commands the sun, and it rises not;
 he seals up the stars.

He alone stretches out the heavens
 and treads upon the crests of the sea.
 He made the Bear and Orion,
 the Pleiades and the constellations of the south;
 He does great things past finding out,
 marvelous things beyond reckoning.

Should he come near me, I see him not;
 should he pass by, I am not aware of him;
 Should he seize me forcibly, who can say him nay?
 Who can say to him, "What are you doing?"

How much less shall I give him any answer,
 or choose out arguments against him!
 Even though I were right, I could not answer him,
 but should rather beg for what was due me.
 If I appealed to him and he answered my call,
 I could not believe that he would hearken to my words.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 88:10bc-11, 12-13, 14-15

R. (3) Let my prayer come before you, Lord.

Daily I call upon you, O LORD;
 to you I stretch out my hands.
 Will you work wonders for the dead?
 Will the shades arise to give you thanks?

R. Let my prayer come before you, Lord.

Do they declare your mercy in the grave,
 your faithfulness among those who have perished?
 Are your wonders made known in the darkness,
 or your justice in the land of oblivion?

R. Let my prayer come before you, Lord.

But I, O LORD, cry out to you;
 with my morning prayer I wait upon you.
 Why, O LORD, do you reject me;
 why hide from me your face?

R. Let my prayer come before you, Lord.

Alleluia

Ps 103:21

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Bless the LORD, all you angels,
 you ministers, who do his will.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mt 18:1-5, 10

The disciples approached Jesus and said,
 "Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?"
 He called a child over, placed it in their midst, and said,
 "Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children,
 you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whoever humbles himself like this child
 is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.
 And whoever receives one child such as this in my name receives me.

"See that you do not despise one of these little ones,
 for I say to you that their angels in heaven
 always look upon the face of my heavenly Father."

Memorial of the Guardian Angels

The Gospel for this memorial is proper. The first reading be taken either from the weekday or the readings below.

Reading 1

Exodus 23:20-23

Thus says the LORD:
 "See, I am sending an angel before you,
 to guard you on the way and bring you to the place I have prepared.
 Be attentive to him and heed his voice.
 Do not rebel against him, for he will not forgive your sin.
 My authority resides in him.
 If you heed his voice and carry out all I tell you,
 I will be an enemy to your enemies and a foe to your foes.

"My angel will go before you and bring you to the
 Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites,
 Canaanites, Hivites, and Jebusites;
 and I will wipe them out."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 91:1-2, 3-4ab, 4c-6, 10-11

R. (11) The Lord has put angels in charge of you, to guard you in all your ways.

You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High,
 who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
 Say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress,
 my God, in whom I trust."

R. The Lord has put angels in charge of you, to guard you in all your ways.

For he will rescue you from the snare of the fowler,
 from the destroying pestilence.
 With his pinions he will cover you,
 and under his wings you shall take refuge.

R. The Lord has put angels in charge of you, to guard you in all your ways.

His faithfulness is a buckler and a shield.
 You shall not fear the terror of the night
 nor the arrow that flies by day;
 Nor the pestilence that roams in darkness,
 nor the devastating plague at noon.

R. The Lord has put angels in charge of you, to guard you in all your ways.

No evil shall befall you,
 nor shall affliction come near your tent,
 For to his angels he has given command about you,
 that they guard you in all your ways.

R. The Lord has put angels in charge of you, to guard you in all your ways.

Alleluia

Psalm 103:21

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Bless the LORD, all you angels,
 you ministers, who do his will.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 18:1-5, 10

The disciples approached Jesus and said,
 "Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?"
 He called a child over, placed it in their midst, and said,
 "Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children,
 you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whoever humbles himself like this child
 is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.
 And whoever receives one child such as this in my name receives me.

"See that you do not despise one of these little ones,
 for I say to you that their angels in heaven
 always look upon the face of my heavenly Father."

Reflection
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Wednesday (October 2):  Fit for the Kingdom of GodMeditation: Are you ready to follow the Lord Jesus wherever he may lead you? With the call the Lord gives the grace to respond and the strength to follow all the way to the end. Why does Jesus issue a challenge with the call? Jesus was utterly honest in telling people what it would cost to follow him. When a would-be disciple approached Jesus and said he was ready to follow, Jesus told him it would require sacrifice - the sacrifice of certain creaturely comforts. Jesus appealed to this man's heart and told him to detach himself from whatever might hold him back. Spiritual detachment is a necessary step for following the Lord. It frees us to give ourselves without reserve to the Lord and his service. While many of us may not need to give up the comfort of our own home and bed to follow Jesus, we, nonetheless, must be willing to part with anything that might stand in the way of doing God's will.

Don't let anything hold you back from following the Lord Jesus
Another would-be disciple said he would follow as soon as he had buried his father. What he meant by this expression was that he felt the need to return to his home to take care of his father through old age until he died. The third had no obligation to return home, but simply wanted to go back and say good-bye. Jesus surprised these would-be disciples with the stark truth that nothing should hinder us from following the Lord. Was Jesus being harsh and rude to his would-be followers? Not really. We are free to decide whether we will take the path which Jesus offers. But if we choose to go, then the Lord wants us to count the cost and choose for it freely.

Don't miss the good path God has set for you - it will lead to joy and freedom
What does the story of a plowman have to do with the journey? A plowman who looked back while plowing his field caused the line or furrow he cut into the soil to become crooked. One crooked line easily leads to another until the whole field is a mess. The plowman had to look straight ahead in order to keep the plow from going off course. Likewise, if we look back on what we have freely left behind to follow the Lord - whether that be some distraction, attachment, or sinful habit which leads us away from doing God's will - our path will likely diverge and we'll miss what God has for us.

Will you say "yes" to the Lord's call for your life?
The Gospel does not record the response from these three would-be disciples. We are only left with the question which Jesus intends for us as well. Are you ready to take the path which the Lord Jesus offers? His grace is sufficient and his love is strong. There is nothing greater we can do with our lives than to place them at the service of the Lord and Master of the universe. We cannot outmatch God in his generosity. Jesus promises that those who are willing to part with what is most dear to them for his sake "will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life" (Matthew 19:29). The Lord Jesus offers us a kingdom of lasting peace, unending joy, surpassing love, enduring friendship, and abundant life. Is there anything holding you back from pursuing the Lord and his will for you life?

Prayer: Take, O Lord, and receive my entire liberty, my memory, my understanding, and my whole will. All that I am and all that I possess you have given me. I surrender it all to you to be disposed of according to your will. Give me only your love and your grace - with these I will be rich enough and will desire nothing more. (Prayer of Ignatius Loyola, 1491-1556)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 3, 2024

Thursday of the Twenty-sixth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

JB 19:21-27

Job said:

Pity me, pity me, O you my friends,
 for the hand of God has struck me!
 Why do you hound me as though you were divine,
 and insatiably prey upon me?

Oh, would that my words were written down!
 Would that they were inscribed in a record:
 That with an iron chisel and with lead
 they were cut in the rock forever!
 But as for me, I know that my Vindicator lives,
 and that he will at last stand forth upon the dust;
 Whom I myself shall see:
 my own eyes, not another’s, shall behold him,
 And from my flesh I shall see God;
 my inmost being is consumed with longing.

Responsorial Psalm

PS 27:7-8A, 8B-9ABC, 13-14

R. (13) I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living.

Hear, O LORD, the sound of my call;
 have pity on me, and answer me.
 Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks.

R. I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living.

Your presence, O LORD, I seek.
 Hide not your face from me;
 do not in anger repel your servant.
 You are my helper: cast me not off.

R. I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living.

I believe that I shall see the bounty of the LORD
 in the land of the living.
 Wait for the LORD with courage;
 be stouthearted, and wait for the LORD.

R. I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living.

Alleluia

MK 1:15

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Kingdom of God is at hand;
 repent and believe in the Gospel.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 10:1-12

Jesus appointed seventy-two other disciples
 whom he sent ahead of him in pairs
 to every town and place he intended to visit.
 He said to them,
 “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few;
 so ask the master of the harvest
 to send out laborers for his harvest.
 Go on your way;
 behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves.
 Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals;
 and greet no one along the way.
 Into whatever house you enter, first say,
 ‘Peace to this household.’
 If a peaceful person lives there,
 your peace will rest on him;
 but if not, it will return to you.
 Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to you,
 for the laborer deserves his payment.
 Do not move about from one house to another.
 Whatever town you enter and they welcome you,
 eat what is set before you,
 cure the sick in it and say to them,
 ‘The Kingdom of God is at hand for you.’
 Whatever town you enter and they do not receive you,
 go out into the streets and say,
 ‘The dust of your town that clings to our feet,
 even that we shake off against you.’
 Yet know this: the Kingdom of God is at hand.
 I tell you, 
 it will be more tolerable for Sodom on that day 
 than for that town.”


Reflection
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Thursday (October 3):  The Kingdom of God Has Come near to YouMeditation: What kind of harvest does the Lord want us to reap today for his kingdom? When Jesus commissioned seventy of his disciples to go on mission, he gave them a vision of a vast field that is ready to be harvested for the kingdom of God. Jesus frequently used the image of a harvest to convey the coming of God's reign on earth. The harvest is the fruition of much labor and growth - beginning with the sowing of seeds, then growth to maturity, and finally the reaping of fruit for the harvest.

God's word grows like a seed within us
In like manner, the word of God is sown in the hearts of receptive men and women who hear his word, accept it with trust and obedience, and then share the abundant fruit of God's word in their life with others. The harvest Jesus had in mind was not only the gathering in of the people of Israel, but all the peoples (and nations) of the world. John the Evangelist tells us that " God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16).

Be a sower of God's word of peace and mercy
What does Jesus mean when he says his disciples must be " lambs in the midst of wolves" ? The prophet Isaiah foretold a time when wolves and lambs will dwell in peace (Isaiah 11:6 and 65:25). This certainly refers to the second coming of the Lord Jesus when all will be united under the Lordship of Jesus after he has put down his enemies and established the reign of God over the heavens and the earth. In the meantime, the disciples must expect opposition and persecution from those who would oppose the Gospel. Jesus came to lay down his life for us, as our sacrificial lamb, to atone for our sins and the sins of the world. We, in turn, must be willing to offer our lives with gratitude and humble service for our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are called to speak and witness in God's name
What is the significance of Jesus appointing seventy disciples to the ministry of the word? Seventy was a significant number in biblical times. Moses chose seventy elders to help him in the task of leading the people through the wilderness. The Jewish Sanhedrin, the governing council for the nation of Israel, was composed of seventy members. In Jesus' times seventy was held to be the number of nations throughout the world. Jesus commissioned the seventy to a two-fold task - to speak in his name and to act with his power.

Jesus gave his disciples instructions for how they were to carry out their ministry. They must go and serve as people without guile, full of charity (selfless giving in love) and peace, and simplicity. They must give their full attention to the proclamation of God's kingdom and not be diverted by other lesser things. They must travel light - only take what was essential and leave behind whatever would distract them - in order to concentrate on the task of speaking the word of the God. They must do their work, not for what they can get out of it, but for what they can give freely to others, without expecting reward or payment. "Poverty of spirit" frees us from greed and preoccupation with possessions and makes ample room for God's provision. The Lord Jesus wants his disciples to be dependent on him and not on themselves.

God gives us his life-giving word that we may have abundant life in him. He wills to work in and through each of us for his glory. God shares his word with us and he commissions us to speak it boldly and plainly to others. Do you witness the truth and joy of the Gospel by word and example to those around you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may the joy and truth of the Gospel transform my life that I may witness it to those around me. Grant that I may spread your truth and merciful love wherever I go.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 4, 2024

Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi

Reading 1

Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5

The LORD addressed Job out of the storm and said:

Have you ever in your lifetime commanded the morning
 and shown the dawn its place
 For taking hold of the ends of the earth,
 till the wicked are shaken from its surface?
 The earth is changed as is clay by the seal,
 and dyed as though it were a garment;
 But from the wicked the light is withheld,
 and the arm of pride is shattered.

Have you entered into the sources of the sea,
 or walked about in the depths of the abyss?
 Have the gates of death been shown to you,
 or have you seen the gates of darkness?
 Have you comprehended the breadth of the earth?
 Tell me, if you know all:
 Which is the way to the dwelling place of light,
 and where is the abode of darkness,
 That you may take them to their boundaries
 and set them on their homeward paths?
 You know, because you were born before them,
 and the number of your years is great!

Then Job answered the LORD and said:

Behold, I am of little account; what can I answer you?
 I put my hand over my mouth.
 Though I have spoken once, I will not do so again;
 though twice, I will do so no more.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 139:1-3, 7-8, 9-10, 13-14ab

R. (24b) Guide me, Lord, along the everlasting way.

O LORD, you have probed me and you know me;
 you know when I sit and when I stand;
 you understand my thoughts from afar.
 My journeys and my rest you scrutinize,
 with all my ways you are familiar.

R. Guide me, Lord, along the everlasting way.

Where can I go from your spirit?
 From your presence where can I flee?
 If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
 if I sink to the nether world, you are present there.

R. Guide me, Lord, along the everlasting way.

If I take the wings of the dawn,
 if I settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
 Even there your hand shall guide me,
 and your right hand hold me fast.

R. Guide me, Lord, along the everlasting way.

Truly you have formed my inmost being;
 you knit me in my mother's womb.
 I give you thanks that I am fearfully, wonderfully made;
 wonderful are your works.

R. Guide me, Lord, along the everlasting way.

Alleluia

Ps 95:8

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If today you hear his voice,
 harden not your hearts.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Lk 10:13-16

Jesus said to them,
 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!
 For if the mighty deeds done in your midst
 had been done in Tyre and Sidon,
 they would long ago have repented,
 sitting in sackcloth and ashes.
 But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon
 at the judgment than for you.
 And as for you, Capernaum, 'Will you be exalted to heaven?
 You will go down to the netherworld.'
 Whoever listens to you listens to me.
 Whoever rejects you rejects me.
 And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me."

Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi, Religious

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Galatians 6:14-18

Brothers and sisters:
 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 through which the world has been crucified to me,
 and I to the world.
 For neither does circumcision mean anything, nor does uncircumcision,
 but only a new creation.
 Peace and mercy be to all who follow this rule and to the Israel of God.

From now on, let no one make troubles for me;
 for I bear the marks of Jesus on my body.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit,
 brothers and sisters. Amen.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11

R. (see 5a) You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
 I say to the LORD, "My Lord are you."
 O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
 you it is who hold fast my lot.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

I bless the LORD who counsels me;
 even in the night my heart exhorts me.
 I set the LORD ever before me;
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

You will show me the path to life,
 fullness of joys in your presence,
 the delights at your right hand forever.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 11:25-30

At that time Jesus answered:
 "I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
 for although you have hidden these things
 from the wise and the learned
 you have revealed them to the childlike.
 Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.
 All things have been handed over to me by my Father.
 No one knows the Son except the Father,
 and no one knows the Father except the Son
 and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.

"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest.
 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
 for I am meek and humble of heart;
 and you will find rest for yourselves.
 For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."


Reflection



Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


Friday (October 4):  He Who Hears You Hears MeMeditation: If Jesus were to visit your community today, what would he say? Would he issue a warning like the one he gave to Chorazin and Bethsaida? And how would you respond? Wherever Jesus went he did mighty works to show the people how much God had for them. Chorazin and Bethsaida had been blessed with the visitation of God. They heard the good news and experienced the wonderful works which Jesus did for them. Why was Jesus upset with these communities? The word woe is also translated as alas . It is as much as an expression of sorrowful pity as it is of anger.

Jesus calls us to walk in the way of truth and freedom - justice and holiness
Why does Jesus lament and issue a stern warning? The people who heard the Gospel here very likely responded with indifference. Jesus upbraids them for doing nothing! Repentance demands change - a change of heart and way of life. God's word is life-giving and it saves us from destruction - the destruction of soul as well as body. Jesus' anger is directed toward sin and everything which hinders us from doing the will of God and receiving his blessing. In love he calls us to walk in his way of truth and freedom, grace and mercy, justice and holiness. Do you receive his word with faith and submission or with doubt and indifference?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, give me the child-like simplicity and purity of faith to gaze upon your face with joy and confidence in your all-merciful love. Remove every doubt, fear, and proud thought which would hinder me from receiving your word with trust and humble submission.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 5, 2024

Saturday of the Twenty-sixth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

JB 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17

Job answered the LORD and said:

I know that you can do all things,
 and that no purpose of yours can be hindered.
 I have dealt with great things that I do not understand;
 things too wonderful for me, which I cannot know.
 I had heard of you by word of mouth,
 but now my eye has seen you.
 Therefore I disown what I have said,
 and repent in dust and ashes.

Thus the LORD blessed the latter days of Job
 more than his earlier ones.
 For he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels,
 a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she-asses.
 And he had seven sons and three daughters,
 of whom he called the first Jemimah,
 the second Keziah, and the third Kerenhappuch.
 In all the land no other women were as beautiful
 as the daughters of Job;
 and their father gave them an inheritance
 along with their brothers.
 After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years;
 and he saw his children, his grandchildren,
 and even his great-grandchildren.
 Then Job died, old and full of years.



Responsorial Psalm

PS 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130

R. (135) Lord, let your face shine on me.

Teach me wisdom and knowledge,
 for in your commands I trust.

R. Lord, let your face shine on me.

It is good for me that I have been afflicted,
 that I may learn your statutes.

R. Lord, let your face shine on me.

I know, O LORD, that your ordinances are just,
 and in your faithfulness you have afflicted me.

R. Lord, let your face shine on me.

According to your ordinances they still stand firm:
 all things serve you.

R. Lord, let your face shine on me.

I am your servant; give me discernment
 that I may know your decrees.

R. Lord, let your face shine on me.

The revelation of your words sheds light,
 giving understanding to the simple.

R. Lord, let your face shine on me.

Alleluia

See MT 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 10:17-24

The seventy-two disciples returned rejoicing and said to Jesus,
 “Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of your name.”
 Jesus said, “I have observed Satan fall like lightning from the sky.
 Behold, I have given you the power
 ‘to tread upon serpents’ and scorpions
 and upon the full force of the enemy
 and nothing will harm you.
 Nevertheless, do not rejoice because the spirits are subject to you,
 but rejoice because your names are written in heaven.

”At that very moment he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said,
 “I give you praise, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
 for although you have hidden these things
 from the wise and the learned
 you have revealed them to the childlike.
 Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.
 All things have been handed over to me by my Father.
 No one knows who the Son is except the Father,
 and who the Father is except the Son
 and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.”

Turning to the disciples in private he said,
 “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see.
 For I say to you,
 many prophets and kings desired to see what you see,
 but did not see it,
 and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Faustina Kowalska, virgin

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Virgins #731-735 or the Common of Holy Men and Women #738-742.

Reading 1

Eph 3:14-19

Brothers and sisters:
 I kneel before the Father,
 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,
 that he may grant you in accord with the riches of his glory
 to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner self,
 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
 that you, rooted and grounded in love,
 may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones
 what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
 so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 103:1bc-2, 3-4, 8-9, 13-14, 17-18a

R. (1) O bless the Lord, my soul!

Bless the LORD, O my soul;
 and all my being, bless his holy name.
 Bless the LORD, O my soul,
 and forget not all his benefits.

R. O bless the Lord, my soul!

He pardons all your iniquities,
 he heals all your ills,
 He redeems your life from destruction,
 he crowns you with kindness and compassion.

R. O bless the Lord, my soul!

Merciful and gracious is the LORD,
 slow to anger and abounding in kindness.
 He will not always chide,
 nor does he keep his wrath forever.

R. O bless the Lord, my soul!

As a father has compassion on his children,
 so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him,
 For he knows how we are formed;
 he remembers that we are dust.

R. O bless the Lord, my soul!

But the kindness of the LORD is from eternity
 to eternity toward those who fear him,
 And his justice toward his children’s children
 among those who keep his covenant.

R. O bless the Lord, my soul!

Alleluia

Mt 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest, says the Lord.

R. Allleuia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Mt 11:25-30

At that time Jesus exclaimed:
 “I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
 for although you have hidden these things
 from the wise and the learned
 you have revealed them to the childlike.
 Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.
 All things have been handed over to me by my Father. 
 No one knows the Son except the Father,
 and no one knows the Father except the Son
 and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest.
 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
 for I am meek and humble of heart;
 and you will find rest for yourselves. 
 For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.”

Reflection
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Saturday (October 5):  Your Names Are Written in HeavenMeditation: Do you know and experience in your personal life the joy of the Lord ? The Scriptures tell us that " the joy of the Lord is our strength" (Nehemiah 8:10). Why does Jesus tell his disciples to not take joy in their own successes, even spiritual ones? Jesus makes clear that the true source of our joy is God himself, and God alone. Regardless of the circumstances, in good times and bad times, in success or loss, God always assures us of victory in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus assures his disciples that he has all power over all evil, including the power of Satan and the evil spirits (demons) - the fallen angels who rebelled against God and who hate men and women who have been created in God's image and likeness (Genesis 1:29). Jesus told his disciples that he came into the world to overthrow the evil one (John 12:31). That is why Jesus gave his disciples power over Satan and his legion of demons (rebellious angels). We, too, as disciples of Jesus have been given spiritual authority and power for overcoming the works of darkness and evil (1 John 2:13-14).

Self-centered pride closes the mind to God's revelation and wisdom
Jesus thanks the Father in heaven for revealing to his disciples the wisdom and knowledge of God. What does Jesus' prayer tell us about God and about ourselves? First, it tells us that God is both Father and Lord of earth as well as heaven. He is both Creator and Author of all that he has made, the first origin of everything and transcendent authority, and at the same time, goodness and loving care for all his children. All fatherhood and motherhood is derived from him (Ephesians 3:14-15).

Jesus' prayer also contains a warning that pride can keep us from the love and knowledge of God. What makes us ignorant and blind to the things of God? Sinful pride springs from being self-centered and holding an exaggerated view of oneself. Pride closes the mind to God's truth and wisdom for our lives. Lucifer, who was once the prince of angels, fell into pride because he did not want to serve God but wanted to be equal with God. Through his arrogant pride he led a whole host of angels to rebel against God. That is why the rebellious angels (whom Scripture calls evil spirits , devils, and demons ) were cast out of heaven and thrown down to the earth. They seek to lead us away from God through pride and rebellion.

How can we guard our hearts from sinful pride and rebellion? The virtue of humility teaches us to put our trust in God and not in ourselves. God gives strength and help to those who put their trust in him. Humility is the only true remedy against sinful pride. True humility, which is very different from the feelings of inferiority or low self-esteem, leads us to a true recognition of who we are in the sight of God and of our dependence on God.

Humility is the only soil where God's grace and truth can take root
Jesus contrasts intellectual pride with child-like simplicity and humility. The simple of heart are like "babes" or "little children" in the sense that they see purely without pretense or falsehood and acknowledge their dependence and trust in one who is greater, wiser, and more trustworthy. They seek one thing - the "summum bonum" or "greatest good" who is God himself. Simplicity of heart is wedded with humility, the queen of virtues, because humility inclines the heart towards grace and truth.

Just as pride is the root of every sin and evil inclination, so humility is the only soil in which the grace of God can take root. It alone takes the right attitude before God and allows him as God to do all. God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble (Proverbs 3:34, James 4:6). The grace of Christ-like humility inclines us towards God and disposes us to receive God's wisdom and help. Allow the Lord Jesus to heal the wounds of pride in your heart and to fill you with the joy of the Holy Spirit who transforms us into the likeness of Christ himself - who is meek and humble of heart (Matthew 11:29).

Nothing can give us greater joy than the knowledge that we are God's beloved and that our names are written in heaven. The Lord Jesus has ransomed us from slavery to sin, Satan, and death and has adopted us as God's beloved sons and daughters. That is why we no longer belong to ourselves - but to God alone. Do you seek to be like Jesus Christ in humility and simplicity of heart?

The Lord Jesus wants us to know him personally - experientially
Jesus makes a claim which no one would have dared to make: He is the perfect revelation of God - he and the Father are perfectly united in a bond of unbreakable love and fidelity. One of the greatest truths of the Christian faith is that we can know the living God. Our knowledge of God is not simply limited to knowing something about God, but we can know God personally. The essence of Christianity, and what makes it distinct from Judaism and other religions, is the knowledge of God as our Father. Jesus makes it possible for each of us to personally know God as our Father. Saint Augustine of Hippo wrote: "God loves each of us as if there were only one of us to love."

Seek God with expectant faith and trust
To see Jesus is to see what God is like. In Jesus we see the perfect love of God - a God who yearns over men and women, who cares intensely for them and who shows them unceasing kindness, mercy, and forgiveness. That is why the Father sent his only begotten Son who laid down his life for us on the cross. Jesus taught his followers to confidently pray to the Father with expectant faith, "Our Father who art in heaven ...give us this day our daily bread." Do you believe in your heavenly Father's care and love for you and do you pray with confident trust and hope that he will give you what you need to live as his son or daughter?

Prayer: Most High and glorious God, enlighten the darkness of our hearts and give us a true faith, a certain hope and a perfect love. Give us a sense of the divine and knowledge of yourself, so that we may do everything in fulfillment of your holy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Prayer of Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 6, 2024

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Gn 2:18-24

The LORD God said: "It is not good for the man to be alone.
 I will make a suitable partner for him."
 So the LORD God formed out of the ground
 various wild animals and various birds of the air,
 and he brought them to the man to see what he would call them;
 whatever the man called each of them would be its name. 
 The man gave names to all the cattle,
 all the birds of the air, and all wild animals;
 but none proved to be the suitable partner for the man.

So the LORD God cast a deep sleep on the man,
 and while he was asleep,
 he took out one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.
 The LORD God then built up into a woman the rib
 that he had taken from the man.
 When he brought her to the man, the man said:
 "This one, at last, is bone of my bones
 and flesh of my flesh;
 this one shall be called 'woman, '
 for out of 'her man’ this one has been taken."
 That is why a man leaves his father and mother
 and clings to his wife,
 and the two of them become one flesh.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6

R. (cf. 5) May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives.

Blessed are you who fear the LORD,
 who walk in his ways!
 For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
 blessed shall you be, and favored.

R. May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives.

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine
 in the recesses of your home;
 your children like olive plants
 around your table.

R. May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives.

Behold, thus is the man blessed
 who fears the LORD.
 The LORD bless you from Zion:
 may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
 all the days of your life.

R. May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives.

May you see your children's children.
 Peace be upon Israel!

R. May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives.

Reading II

Heb 2:9-11

Brothers and sisters:
 He "for a little while" was made "lower than the angels, "
 that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

For it was fitting that he,
 for whom and through whom all things exist,
 in bringing many children to glory,
 should make the leader to their salvation perfect through suffering.
 He who consecrates and those who are being consecrated
 all have one origin.
 Therefore, he is not ashamed to call them “brothers.”

Alleluia

1 Jn 4:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If we love one another, God remains in us
 and his love is brought to perfection in us.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12

The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked,
 "Is it lawful for a husband to divorce his wife?" 
 They were testing him.
 He said to them in reply, "What did Moses command you?" 
 They replied,
 "Moses permitted a husband to write a bill of divorce
 and dismiss her."
 But Jesus told them,
 "Because of the hardness of your hearts
 he wrote you this commandment. 
 But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. 
 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother
 and be joined to his wife,
 and the two shall become one flesh.
 So they are no longer two but one flesh. 
 Therefore what God has joined together,
 no human being must separate." 
 In the house the disciples again questioned Jesus about this. 
 He said to them,
 "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another
 commits adultery against her;
 and if she divorces her husband and marries another,
 she commits adultery."

And people were bringing children to him that he might touch them,
 but the disciples rebuked them.
 When Jesus saw this he became indignant and said to them,
 "Let the children come to me;
 do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs to
 such as these. 
 Amen, I say to you,
 whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child
 will not enter it."
 Then he embraced them and blessed them,
 placing his hands on them.

OR:

The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked,
 "Is it lawful for a husband to divorce his wife?" 
 They were testing him.
 He said to them in reply, "What did Moses command you?" 
 They replied,
 "Moses permitted a husband to write a bill of divorce
 and dismiss her." 
 But Jesus told them,
 "Because of the hardness of your hearts
 he wrote you this commandment. 
 But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. 
 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother
 and be joined to his wife,
 and the two shall become one flesh.
 So they are no longer two but one flesh. 
 Therefore what God has joined together,
 no human being must separate." 
 In the house the disciples again questioned Jesus about this. 
 He said to them,
 "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another
 commits adultery against her;
 and if she divorces her husband and marries another,
 she commits adultery."

Reflection
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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Cycle B 

 
 Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Genesis 2:18-24 

 
 Some modern scripture scholars speculate that the Pentateuch (the first 5 books of the Bible, The Law/Torah) is a collection of writings from different sources; primarily J (for Yahwehist, 9th century B.C.); E (for Elohist, 8th century B.C.); D (for Deuteronomist, 7th century B.C.); and P (for Priestly, post-exilic) and that this collection was combined in the post exilic period under the guiding hand of the Priestly tradition. For almost 2 millennia, up until the 18th century, the Pentateuch was attributed to Moses as the author by both Jewish and Christian tradition. When reading these books and applying them to the New Testament, it is best to remember that the New Testament authors did not see contradictions in these writings and considered only that Moses was the sole author.  
   
 Genesis gives an account of the origin of all created things and acts, as it were, as an elaborate introduction to God’s later revelation to Israel through Moses. Genesis contains the history of Israel’s ancestors, the great patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph – and is, therefore, the history of a family – Abraham’s – from which the chosen people came. Today we go back to the earliest history.  
   
 During the Easter vigil, regardless of whether we are in Cycle A, B, or C, we hear the first creation account from Genesis 1:1 through 2:2. In this account, God creates everything in six days and rests on the seventh. What has been called the second creation account, Genesis 2:4b through 2:25, can also be considered to be an elaboration on Genesis 1:27 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them”.  
   
 18 The LORD God said: “It is not good for the man to be alone.   
   
 God’s observation (decision) that the earth creature should not be alone will lead to the creation of a helper for him (helpmate comes from the archaic “helpmeet” which means “meet or fitting helper”).  
   
 I will make a suitable partner for him.  
   
 Woman compliments man, a social being by nature, but is not a mere service appendage; she has a similar nature.  
   
 19 So the LORD God formed out of the ground various wild animals and various birds of the air,   
 They are formed in the same manner as Adam in 2:7, but without the “breath” (ruah) of God.  
   
 and he brought them to the man to see what he would call them; whatever the man called each of them would be its name.   
   
 Adam names the animals which means he knows about them and recognizes that they are not suitable to be his partner. In Hebrew etymology, to know the “name” of something is to have power over it.  
   
 20 The man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of the air, and all the wild animals; but none proved to be the suitable partner for the man.   
   
 No animal is a suitable partner for man and man recognized this. They have no nature corresponding to his.  
   
 21 So the LORD God cast a deep sleep on the man,   
   
 The deep sleep of man suggests the mysterious and highly significant nature of God’s activity (see Genesis 15:12).  
   
 and while he was asleep, he took out one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 The LORD God then built up into a woman the rib that he had taken from the man.  
 When he brought her to the man, 23 the man said: “This one, at last,   
   
 After the parade of animals, finally, Adam finds a suitable partner. Acknowledges the gift of God.  
   
 is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;   
   
 Someone of the same nature  
   
 This one shall be called ‘woman,’ for out of ‘her man’ this one has been taken.”   
   
 “Woman” means “from the womb of man.”  
   
 24 That is why   
   
 A summary of the teaching follows.  
   
 a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of them become one body.    
 Being of the same nature, they are one. The unity of marriage and its monogamous nature is God-willed.  
   
 Comment: Although this reading has been chosen to show the origin of the Church’s teaching on the indissolubility of marriage, it also shows the reason why the Church neither endorses nor condemns either the theory of creation science or that of evolution. There is not enough concrete scriptural evidence to support or deny either theory. The only clear thing is that God was the creator of it all. He also gave us the mind and curiosity to attempt to discover the physics and biology of how He did it. 

 

2nd Reading - Hebrews 2:9b-11 

 
 Last week we finished our study of the Epistle of James; the epistle which Martin Luther called “the epistle of straw” because it does not support his theory of salvation by faith alone. In leaving this epistle, we now proceed to the Book of Hebrews; another book which Martin Luther tried to eliminate from the Bible.  
   
 The identity of the author of Hebrews is unknown. With the exception of 1 John, it is the only New Testament epistle which begins without a greeting mentioning the writer’s name. The earliest known view of its authorship is that of Tertullian (A.D. 160-250) who ascribed it to Barnabas. Its ascription to Paul goes back at least to the end of the second century in the Church of Alexandria.  
   
 Hebrews, rather than being a true letter is probably a homily, and was probably written around A.D. 67. Some scholars would like to place the date sometime after A.D. 70, but there are references to the temple in Jerusalem and the worship offered there. The temple was destroyed in A.D. 70 and this would most likely have been mentioned if that event had occurred before this epistle was written.  
   
 The target audience is a people who are in all probability converts from Judaism, many of whom may also have been priests or Levites. After becoming Christians, because of the difficult circumstances of the time, they had to abandon Jerusalem, the holy city, and seek refuge elsewhere. In their exile they look back with nostalgia on the splendor of the cult they played a part in prior to their conversion.  
   
 They feel deceived and are tempted to give up their new faith, in which they are not yet well grounded. In addition to this they are discontented by the persecution they suffer because of their new faith. Obviously, they are in need of help, and in particular, of clear doctrine to bolster their faith and enable them to cope with temptation to infidelity.   
   
 Today’s reading talks about Jesus’ exaltation (honor, status) through abasement (lowering in rank).   
   
 9 [H]e who “for a little while” was made “lower than the angels,”  
 This refers back to 1:3-4 “When he had accomplished purification from sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high, as far superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than”. This sets up the hierarchy of God-angels-man. Jesus, who is God, freely humbled Himself and lowered Himself to suffer punishment and death; sufferings to which angels, as purely spiritual beings, are not subject.  
  that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.   
   
 By “tasting” it shows that He accepted death voluntarily; without ceasing to be the Lord of life. All men fear death, but Jesus accepted it voluntarily in order to become the sin sacrifice which purified the altar forever and also to become the sacrificial meal which must be eaten to seal the family covenant. This was done out of love and was the greatest human achievement possible.  
   
 10 For it was fitting that he,   
   
 After pointing out the results of Christ’s death, the text now stresses how appropriate it was that it should be done in this manner – He had to make Himself in every way like his ‘brethren’ in order to help them.  
   
 for whom and through whom all things exist,   
   
 God is the creator and in Him all that He has made finds its purpose (1 Corinthians 8:6; Romans 11:36).  
   
 in bringing many children to glory, should make the leader   
   
 Refers to Jesus  
   
 to their salvation perfect through suffering.   
   
 Suffering perfects us – it glorifies humanity (our human nature needs perfection).  
   
 11 He who consecrates and those who are being consecrated all have one origin.   
   
 Jesus’ sacrifice not only consecrated the altar for all eternity, it also consecrated all future offerings (Romans 12:1 “offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship”). Consecration reserves it for God’s use and makes it perfect (Exodus 28:41; John 17:17,19).  
   
 Therefore, he is not ashamed to call them “brothers,”  
   
 We all belong to the family of God through our covenant relationship with Him, “he is not ashamed” Jesus is our brother, not some distant deity (Romans 8:14-17). 
   

Gospel - Mark 10:2-16 

 
 We continue, for the third week to study Jesus’ second instruction to His apostles on His mission and their discipleship. Having revealed Himself as the Messiah, He is now giving them a crash course in Christology and Discipleship. This teaching is yet another challenge to those who wish to follow Him. Verse 1 tells us that Jesus has now left Galilee and is in Judea.  
   
 2 The Pharisees approached [Jesus]   
   
 The Pharisees were a religious party whose membership was largely lay, as opposed to the Sadducees, whose membership was mostly clerical. Unlike the Sadducees, who regarded only the Torah as binding, the Pharisees acknowledged the oral traditions of the elders as having binding power. They believed, as the Sadducees did not, in angels, spirits, and the resurrection of the dead (which is why they were sad-you-see). The fact that the Pharisees are mentioned indicates that they were testing Jesus.  
   
 and asked, “Is it lawful for a husband to divorce his wife?” They were testing him.   
   
 The question concerns the legality of divorce, not the grounds for divorce (see Matthew 19:3). The question is expressed in such a way as to indicate that the questioners knew that Jesus’ prohibition of divorce conflicted with the assumption behind Deuteronomy 24:1-4. This question may have been designed to draw Jesus into conflict with Herod. John the Baptist had been baptizing in the Jordan River in Galilee (Mark 1:9) when he was arrested and later beheaded by Herod because of his condemnation of Herod’s marriage (Mark 6:17-29; Luke 3:19-20). Mark 10:1 tells us that Jesus is now in this same region.  
   
 3 He said to them in reply, “What did Moses command you?”   
   
 Deuteronomy 24:1-4 takes the institution of divorce for granted; it concerns only the procedure to be followed. The grounds for divorce are stated vaguely and this vagueness lead to rabbinic debate about how to specify it (see Matthew 5:32; 19:9). In Mark, the issue is very basic: “Is divorce lawful?”.  
   
 4 They replied, “Moses permitted him to write a bill of divorce and dismiss her.”   
   
 Divorce was not a public legal action in a court, the husband simply wrote out a decree (I release and divorce my wife this day) and gave it to her.  
   
 5    But Jesus told them, “Because of the hardness of your hearts he wrote you this commandment.   
   
 The same thing God said to Pharaoh (Exodus 4:21; 7:3, 13, 14, 22, 23; 8:15, 19, 32; 9:7, 12, 34, 35; 10:1 ,20, 27; 11:10, etc.). Jesus points out that the teaching of Deuteronomy 24:1-4 is a concession to human weakness and a deviation from the original plan of God for marriage. Jesus will now play one Old Testament passage against another.   
   
 6    But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female. 7 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother (and be joined to his wife), 8 and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh.   
   
 Jesus quotes Genesis 1:27 and 2:24 – the effect is to assert that God’s original plan was that a married couple constituted “one flesh” so divorce was impossible. Jesus’ teaching restores God’s original plan. No exceptions are foreseen (see Matthew 5:32; 19:9; 1 Corinthians 7:10-16).  
   
 “I will call your attention to the law of monogamy. The very origin of the human race sanctions it. It is abundantly clear that God ordained it at the beginning as a pattern for posterity. For after He had made Adam, and had foreseen the necessity of providing a helpmate for him, He borrowed from his loins one alone. One woman only did He design for man” [Tertullian (between A.D. 208-212), An Exhortation to Chastity, 5].  
   
 9 Therefore what God has joined together, no human being must separate.”   
   
 The “human being” is the husband, not a judge, since according to Deuteronomy 24:1-4 the husband could initiate and carry out this procedure. There was no need for a third party. Here, Jesus abrogates the Old Testament procedure.  
   
 10 In the house the disciples again questioned him about this.   
   
 This is not the house of the reading two weeks ago – that one was in Capernaum. The exact house is unknown but it indicates that what follows is a private instruction for the disciples. Therefore, what follows is a plain teaching devoid of parables.  
   
 11 He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her;  
   
 An absolute teaching, no exceptions (see also Luke 16:18a).  
   
 “Guilt in this does not attach merely to the man who divorces her. It attaches also to the man who takes her on, since he provides the starting point for the woman’s sin” [Saint Clement of Alexandria (after A.D. 202), Stromaties, 2,23,146,1].  
   
 12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”   
   
 According to Jewish law only the husband could institute divorce proceedings. This is seen as an adaptation of Jesus’ teaching to the conditions of Roman law which allowed women to initiate divorce proceedings.  
 When the Christian realizes that this teaching applies to everyone at all times, he should not be afraid about people reacting against it. Pope John Paul II in Familiaris Consortio says: “It is a fundamental duty of the Church to reaffirm strongly ... the doctrine of the indissolubility of marriage. To all those who, in our times, consider it too difficult, or indeed impossible, to be bound to one person for the whole of life, and to those caught up in a culture that rejects the indissolubility of marriage and openly mocks the commitment of spouses to fidelity, it is necessary to reconfirm the good news of the definitive nature of that conjugal love that has in Christ its foundation and strength (see Ephesians 5:25-33).”  
   
 We now go on to the blessing of the children – after marriage, a teaching about children is appropriate.  
   
 13 And people were bringing children to him that he might touch them,   
   
 As the conclusion of this story makes clear, they were seeking a blessing through the imposition of hands. The children could have been of any age from infants to 12 years.  
   
 but the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this he became indignant and said to them,  
   
 This is directed at the disciples because they fail to understand Jesus and the nature of the kingdom He preaches. The disciples serve as an example so that we may learn. Perhaps the children’s parents understood Jesus’ message better than the disciples did.  
   
 “Let the children come to me; do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.   
   
 The chief characteristic of children is receptivity. The kingdom must be received as a gift, no human power or status can create or force it.  
   
 15 Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it.”   
   
 This clarifies the last part of the previous verse: only those who accept the kingdom as a gift can expect to enter it. We are all God’s children and as such must realize that He is our Father and we must learn dutifully at His knee (and perhaps on ours). As in our Gospel reading two weeks ago, “Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but the one who sent me” (Mark 9:37). The whole of religion is summed up in the covenant: in the relationship of children with their good Father.  
    
 16 Then he embraced them and blessed them, placing his hands on them. 
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Sunday (October 6):  What God Has Joined Together, Let No Man Put AsunderMeditation: What is God's intention for our state in life, whether married or single? Jesus deals with the issue of divorce by taking his hearers back to the beginning of creation and to God's plan for the human race. In Genesis 2:23-24 we see God's intention and ideal that two people who marry should become so indissolubly one that they are one flesh. That ideal is found in the unbreakable union of Adam and Eve. They were created for each other and for no one else. They are the pattern and symbol for all who were to come. Jesus explains that Moses permitted divorce as a concession in view of a lost ideal.

Jesus sets the high ideal of the married state before those who are willing to accept his commands. Jesus, likewise sets the high ideal for those who freely renounce marriage for the sake of the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 19:11-12). Both marriage and celibacy are calls from God to live a consecrated life, that is to live as married couples or as singles who belong not to themselves but to God. Our lives are not our own, but they belong to God. He gives the grace and power to those who seek to follow his way of holiness in their state of life. Do you seek the Lord and his grace in your state of life?

Do you seek to help others draw near to the Lord? The parents who brought their children to Jesus wanted Jesus to lay his hands upon them. They knew of the healing power, both physical and spiritual, which came from Jesus' touch. Jesus, in turn, rebuked his disciples for hindering the children from coming. No doubt the disciples wanted to shield Jesus from the nuisance of noisy children. But Jesus delighted in the children and demonstrated that God's love has ample room for everyone.

No one is unimportant to God. He comes to each person individually that he might touch them with his healing love and power. May we never hinder our youth from coming to the Lord to receive his blessing and healing power. And as we grow with age, may we never lose that child-like simplicity and humility which draws us into Christ's loving presence. Do you show kindness to the youth you encounter in your neighborhood, home, and church and do you pray for them that they may grow in the knowledge and wisdom of Jesus Christ?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, your call to holiness extends to all in every state of life. Sanctify our lives - as married couples and as singles - that we may live as men and women who are consecrated to you. Make us leaven in a society that disdains life-long marriage fidelity, chastity, and living single for the Lord.
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October 7, 2024

Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary

Reading 1

GAL 1:6-12

Brothers and sisters:
 I am amazed that you are so quickly forsaking
 the one who called you by the grace of Christ
 for a different gospel (not that there is another).
 But there are some who are disturbing you
 and wish to pervert the Gospel of Christ.
 But even if we or an angel from heaven
 should preach to you a gospel 
 other than the one that we preached to you,
 let that one be accursed!
 As we have said before, and now I say again,
 if anyone preaches to you a gospel
 other than the one that you received,
 let that one be accursed!

Am I now currying favor with human beings or God?
 Or am I seeking to please people?
 If I were still trying to please people,
 I would not be a slave of Christ.

Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters,
 that the Gospel preached by me is not of human origin.
 For I did not receive it from a human being, nor was I taught it,
 but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

Responsorial Psalm

PS 111:1B-2, 7-8, 9 AND 10C

R. (5) The Lord will remember his covenant for ever.
 or: 
 R. Alleluia.

I will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart
 in the company and assembly of the just.
 Great are the works of the LORD,
 exquisite in all their delights.

R. The Lord will remember his covenant for ever.
 or: 
 R. Alleluia.

The works of his hands are faithful and just;
 sure are all his precepts,
 Reliable forever and ever,
 wrought in truth and equity.

R. The Lord will remember his covenant for ever.
 or: 
 R. Alleluia.

He has sent deliverance to his people;
 he has ratified his covenant forever;
 holy and awesome is his name.
 His praise endures forever.

R. The Lord will remember his covenant for ever.
 or: 
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

JN 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 10:25-37

There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test Jesus and said,
 “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
 Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law?
 How do you read it?”
 He said in reply,
 “You shall love the Lord, your God,
 with all your heart,
 with all your being,
 with all your strength,
 and with all your mind,
 and your neighbor as yourself.”
 He replied to him, “You have answered correctly;
 do this and you will live.”

But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, 
 “And who is my neighbor?”
 Jesus replied, 
 “A man fell victim to robbers
 as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho.
 They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead.
 A priest happened to be going down that road,
 but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.
 Likewise a Levite came to the place,
 and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.
 But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him
 was moved with compassion at the sight.
 He approached the victim,
 poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them.
 Then he lifted him up on his own animal,
 took him to an inn, and cared for him.
 The next day he took out two silver coins
 and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction,
 ‘Take care of him.
 If you spend more than what I have given you,
 I shall repay you on my way back.’
 Which of these three, in your opinion,
 was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?”
 He answered, “The one who treated him with mercy.”
 Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, #707-712.

Reading 1

Acts 1:12-14

After Jesus had been taken up into heaven,
 the Apostles returned to Jerusalem
 from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem,
 a sabbath day's journey away.

When they entered the city
 they went to the upper room where they were staying,
 Peter and John and James and Andrew,
 Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
 James son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot,
 and Judas son of James.
 All these devoted themselves with one accord to prayer,
 together with some women,
 and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

Responsorial Psalm

Luke 1:46-47, 48-49, 50-51, 52-53, 54-55

R. (49) The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"For he has looked upon his lowly servant.
 From this day all generations will call me blessed:
 the Almighty has done great things for me,
 and holy is his Name."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has mercy on those who fear him
 in every generation.
 He has shown the strength of his arm,
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
 and has lifted up the lowly.
 He has filled the hungry with good things,
 and the rich he has sent away empty."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has come to the help of his servant Israel
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
 the promise he made to our fathers,
 to Abraham and his children forever."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

Alleluia

See Luke 1:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you;
 blessed are you among women.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 1:26-38

The angel Gabriel was sent from God
 to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
 to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph,
 of the house of David,
 and the virgin's name was Mary.
 And coming to her, he said,
 "Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you."
 But she was greatly troubled at what was said
 and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
 Then the angel said to her,
 "Do not be afraid, Mary,
 for you have found favor with God.
 Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
 and you shall name him Jesus.
 He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,
 and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father,
 and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever,
 and of his Kingdom there will be no end."
 But Mary said to the angel,
 "How can this be,
 since I have no relations with a man?"
 And the angel said to her in reply,
 "The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
 and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
 Therefore the child to be born
 will be called holy, the Son of God.
 And behold, Elizabeth, your relative,
 has also conceived a son in her old age,
 and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren;
 for nothing will be impossible for God."
 Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.
 May it be done to me according to your word."
 Then the angel departed from her.

Reflection
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Monday (October 7):  Go and Do LikewiseMeditation: If God is all-loving and compassionate, then why is there so much suffering and evil in this world? Many agnostics refuse to believe in God because of this seemingly imponderable problem. If God is love then evil and suffering must be eliminated in all its forms. What is God's answer to this human dilemma? Jesus' parable about a highway robbery gives us a helpful hint. Jesus told this dramatic story in response to a devout Jew who wanted to understand how to apply God's great commandment of love to his everyday life circumstances. In so many words this religious-minded Jew said: "I want to love God as best as I can and I want to love my neighbor as well. But how do I know that I am fulfilling my duty to love my neighbor as myself?"

Jesus must have smiled when he heard this man challenge him to explain one's duty towards their neighbor. For the Jewish believer the law of love was plain and simple: "treat your neighbor as you would treat yourself." The real issue for this believer was the correct definition of who is "my neighbor". He understood "neighbor" to mean one's fellow Jew who belonged to the same covenant which God made with the people of Israel. Up to a certain point, Jesus agreed with this sincere expert but, at the same time, he challenged him to see that God's view of neighbor went far beyond his narrow definition.

God's love and mercy extends to all
Jesus told a parable to show how wide God's love and mercy is towards every fellow human being. Jesus' story of a brutal highway robbery was all too familiar to his audience. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho went through a narrow winding valley surrounded by steep rocky cliffs. Many wealthy Jews from Jerusalem had winter homes in Jerico. This narrow highway was dangerous and notorious for its robbers who could easily ambush their victim and escape into the hills. No one in his right mind would think of traveling through this dangerous highway alone. It was far safer to travel with others for protection and defense.

Our prejudice gets in the way of mercy
So why did the religious leaders refuse to give any help when they saw a half-dead victim lying by the roadside? Didn't they recognize that this victim was their neighbor? And why did a Samaritan, an outsider who was despised by the Jews, treat this victim with special care at his own expense as he would care for his own family? Who was the real neighbor who showed brotherly compassion and mercy? Jesus makes the supposed villain, the despised Samaritan, the merciful one as an example for the status conscious Jews. Why didn't the priest and Levite stop to help? The priest probably didn't want to risk the possibility of ritual impurity. His piety got in the way of charity. The Levite approached close to the victim, but stopped short of actually helping him. Perhaps he feared that bandits were using a decoy to ambush him. The Levite put personal safety ahead of saving his neighbor.

God expects us to be merciful as he is merciful
What does Jesus' story tell us about true love for one's neighbor? First, we must be willing to help even if others brought trouble on themselves through their own fault or negligence. Second, our love and concern to help others in need must be practical. Good intentions and showing pity, or emphathizing with others, are not enough. And lastly, our love for others must be as wide and as inclusive as God's love. God excludes no one from his care and concern. God's love is unconditional. So we must be ready to do good to others for their sake, just as God is good to us.

Jesus not only taught God's way of love, he also showed how far God was willing to go to share in our suffering and to restore us to wholeness of life and happiness. Jesus overcame sin, suffering, and death through his victory on the cross. His death brought us freedom from slavery to sin and the promise of everlasting life with God. He willingly shared in our suffering to bring us to the source of true healing and freedom from sin and oppression. True compassion not only identifies and emphathises with the one who is in pain, but takes that pain on oneself in order to bring freedom and restoration.

The cross shows us God's perfect love and forgiveness
Jesus truly identified with our plight, and he took the burden of our sinful condition upon himself. He showed us the depths of God's love and compassion, by sharing in our suffering and by offering his life as an atoning sacrifice for our sins upon the cross. His suffering is redemptive because it brings us healing and restoration and the fulness of eternal life. God offers us true freedom from every form of oppression, sin, and suffering. And that way is through the cross of Jesus Christ. Are you ready to embrace the cross of Christ, to suffer for his sake, and to lay down your life out of love for your neighbor?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your love always be the foundation of my life. Free me from every fear and selfish-concern that I may freely give myself in loving service to others, even to the point of laying my life down for their sake.
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October 8, 2024

Tuesday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

GAL 1:13-24

Brothers and sisters:
 You heard of my former way of life in Judaism,
 how I persecuted the Church of God beyond measure
 and tried to destroy it, 
 and progressed in Judaism
 beyond many of my contemporaries among my race,
 since I was even more a zealot for my ancestral traditions.
 But when he, who from my mother’s womb had set me apart
 and called me through his grace,
 was pleased to reveal his Son to me,
 so that I might proclaim him to the Gentiles,
 I did not immediately consult flesh and blood,
 nor did I go up to Jerusalem
 to those who were Apostles before me;
 rather, I went into Arabia and then returned to Damascus.

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to confer with Cephas
 and remained with him for fifteen days.
 But I did not see any other of the Apostles,
 only James the brother of the Lord.
 (As to what I am writing to you, behold,
 before God, I am not lying.)
 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.
 And I was unknown personally to the churches of Judea
 that are in Christ;
 they only kept hearing that “the one who once was persecuting us
 is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.”
 So they glorified God because of me.

Responsorial Psalm

PS 139:1B-3, 13-14AB, 14C-15

R. (24b) Guide me, Lord, along the everlasting way.

O LORD, you have probed me and you know me;
 you know when I sit and when I stand;
 you understand my thoughts from afar.
 My journeys and my rest you scrutinize,
 with all my ways you are familiar.

R. Guide me, Lord, along the everlasting way.

Truly you have formed my inmost being;
 you knit me in my mother’s womb.
 I give you thanks that I am fearfully, wonderfully made;
 wonderful are your works.

R. Guide me, Lord, along the everlasting way.

My soul also you knew full well;
 nor was my frame unknown to you
 When I was made in secret,
 when I was fashioned in the depths of the earth.

R. Guide me, Lord, along the everlasting way.

Alleluia

LK 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are those who hear the word of God
 and observe it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 10:38-42

Jesus entered a village 
 where a woman whose name was Martha welcomed him.
 She had a sister named Mary
 who sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak. 
 Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and said,
 “Lord, do you not care
 that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving? 
 Tell her to help me.” 
 The Lord said to her in reply,
 “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things. 
 There is need of only one thing. 
 Mary has chosen the better part
 and it will not be taken from her.”

Reflection



Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


Tuesday (October 8):  You Are AnxiousMeditation: Does the peace of Christ reign in your home and in your personal life? Jesus loved to visit the home of Martha and Mary and enjoyed their gracious hospitality. In this brief encounter we see two very different temperaments in Martha and Mary. Martha loved to serve, but in her anxious manner of waiting on Jesus, she caused unrest. Mary, in her simple and trusting manner, waited on Jesus by sitting attentively at his feet. She instinctively knew that what the Lord and Teacher most wanted at that moment was her attentive presence.

Give your concerns and pre-occupations to the Lord
Anxiety and preoccupation keep us from listening and from giving the Lord our undivided attention. The Lord bids us to give him our concerns and anxieties because he is trustworthy and able to meet any need we have. His grace frees us from needless concerns and preoccupation. Do you seek the Lord attentively? And does the Lord find a welcomed and honored place in your home?

Always welcome the Lord into your home and heart
The Lord Jesus desires that we make a place for him, not only in our hearts, but in our homes and in the daily circumstances of our lives as well. We honor the Lord when we offer to him everything we have and everything we do. After all, everything we have is an outright gift from God (1 Chronicles 29:14). Paul the Apostle urges us to give God glory in everything: "Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him" (Colossians 3:17).

When you sit, eat, sleep and when you entertain your friends and guests, remember that the Lord Jesus is also the guest of your home. Scripture tells us that when Abraham opened his home and welcomed three unknown travelers, he welcomed the Lord who blessed him favorably for his gracious hospitality (Genesis 18:1-10; Hebrews 13:2). The Lord wants us to bring him glory in the way we treat others and use the gifts he has graciously given to us. God, in turn, blesses us with his gracious presence and fills us with joy.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, to be in your presence is life and joy for me. Free me from needless concerns and preoccupations that I may give you my undivided love and attention.
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October 9, 2024

Wednesday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Gal 2:1-2, 7-14

Brothers and sisters:
 After fourteen years I again went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas,
 taking Titus along also.
 I went up in accord with a revelation,
 and I presented to them the Gospel that I preach to the Gentiles–
 but privately to those of repute–
 so that I might not be running, or have run, in vain.
 On the contrary,
 when they saw that I had been entrusted with the Gospel to the uncircumcised,
 just as Peter to the circumcised,
 for the one who worked in Peter for an apostolate to the circumcised
 worked also in me for the Gentiles,
 and when they recognized the grace bestowed upon me,
 James and Cephas and John,
 who were reputed to be pillars,
 gave me and Barnabas their right hands in partnership,
 that we should go to the Gentiles
 and they to the circumcised.
 Only, we were to be mindful of the poor,
 which is the very thing I was eager to do.

And when Cephas came to Antioch,
 I opposed him to his face because he clearly was wrong.
 For, until some people came from James,
 he used to eat with the Gentiles;
 but when they came, he began to draw back and separated himself,
 because he was afraid of the circumcised.
 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him,
 with the result that even Barnabas
 was carried away by their hypocrisy.
 But when I saw that they were not on the right road
 in line with the truth of the Gospel,
 I said to Cephas in front of all,
 "If you, though a Jew,
 are living like a Gentile and not like a Jew,
 how can you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?"

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 117:1bc, 2

R. Go out to all the world, and tell the Good News.

Praise the LORD, all you nations,
 glorify him, all you peoples!

R. Go out to all the world, and tell the Good News.

For steadfast is his kindness toward us,
 and the fidelity of the LORD endures forever.

R. Go out to all the world, and tell the Good News.

Alleluia

Rom 8:15bc

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

You have received a spirit of adoption as sons
 through which we cry: Abba! Father!

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Lk 11:1-4

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he had finished,
 one of his disciples said to him,
 "Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples."
 He said to them, "When you pray, say:

Father, hallowed be your name,
 your Kingdom come.
 Give us each day our daily bread
 and forgive us our sins
 for we ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us,
 and do not subject us to the final test."

Optional Memorial of Saint John Leonardi, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Those Who Work for the Underprivileged, #737-742.



 Reading 1

2 Corinthians 4:1-2, 5-7

Brothers and sisters:
 Since we have this ministry through the mercy shown us,
 we are not discouraged.
 Rather, we have renounced shameful, hidden things;
 not acting deceitfully or falsifying the word of God,
 but by the open declaration of the truth
 we commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God.
 For we do not preach ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord,
 and ourselves as your slaves for the sake of Jesus.
 For God who said, Let light shine out of darkness,
 has shone in our hearts to bring to light
 the knowledge of the glory of God on the face of Jesus Christ.

But we hold this treasure in earthen vessels,
 that the surpassing power may be of God and not from us.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
 give to the LORD glory and praise;
 give to the LORD the glory due his name!

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Alleluia

Mark 1:17

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come after me, says the Lord,
 and I will make you fishers of men.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 5:1-11

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God,
 he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret.
 He saw two boats there alongside the lake;
 the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets.
 Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon,
 he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore.
 Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.
 After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,
 "Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch."
 Simon said in reply,
 "Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing,
 but at your command I will lower the nets."
 When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish
 and their nets were tearing.
 They signaled to their partners in the other boat
 to come to help them.
 They came and filled both boats
 so that they were in danger of sinking.
 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said,
 "Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man."
 For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him
 and all those with him,
 and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
 who were partners of Simon.
 Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid;
 from now on you will be catching men."
 When they brought their boats to the shore,
 they left everything and followed him.

Optional Memorial of Saint Denis, Bishop and Martyr, and his Companions, Martyrs

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718.



Reading 1

2 Corinthians 6:4-10

Brothers and sisters:
 In everything we commend ourselves as ministers of God,
 through much endurance, in afflictions, hardships, constraints,
 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, vigils, fasts;
 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness,
 in the Holy Spirit, in unfeigned love, in truthful speech,
 in the power of God;
 with weapons of righteousness at the right and at the left;
 through glory and dishonor, insult and praise.
 We are treated as deceivers and yet are truthful;
 as unrecognized and yet acknowledged;
 as dying and behold we live;
 as chastised and yet not put to death;
 as sorrowful yet always rejoicing;
 as poor yet enriching many;
 as having nothing and yet possessing all things.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those who sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 5:13-16

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "You are the salt of the earth.
 But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned?
 It is no longer good for anything
 but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.
 You are the light of the world.
 A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden.
 Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket;
 it is set on a lampstand,
 where it gives light to all in the house.
 Just so, your light must shine before others,
 that they may see your good deeds
 and glorify your heavenly Father."

Reflection 
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Wednesday (October 9):  Lord, Teach Us to PrayMeditation: Do you pray with joy and confidence? The Jews were noted for their devotion to prayer. Formal prayer was prescribed for three set times a day. And the rabbis had a prayer for every occasion. It was also a custom for rabbis to teach their disciples a simple prayer they might use on a regular basis. Jesus' disciples ask him for such a prayer. When Jesus taught his disciples to pray he gave them the disciple's prayer, what we call the Our Father or Lord's Prayer. (See longer version in Matthew 6:9-13).

God treats us as his own sons and daughters
What does Jesus' prayer tell us about God and about ourselves? First, it tells us that God is both Father in being the Creator and Author of all that he has made, the first origin of everything and transcendent authority, and he is eternally Father by his relationship to his only Son who, reciprocally is Son only in relation to his Father (Matthew 11:27). All fatherhood and motherhood is derived from him (Ephesians 3:14-15). In Jesus Christ we are reborn and become the adopted children of God (John 1:12-13; 3:3).

We can approach God confidently as a Father who loves us
Jesus teaches us to address God as "our Father" and to confidently ask him for the things we need to live as his sons and daughters. We can approach God our Father with confidence and boldness because Jesus Christ has opened the way to heaven for us through his death and resurrection. When we ask God for help, he fortunately does not give us what we deserve. Instead, he responds with grace and mercy. He is kind and forgiving towards us and he expects us to treat our neighbor the same.

We can pray with expectant faith and trust in the Father's goodness
We can pray with expectant faith because our heavenly Father truly loves each one of us and and he treats us as his beloved children. He delights to give us what is good. His love and grace transforms us and makes us like himself. Through his grace and power we can love and serve one another as Jesus taught - with grace, mercy, and loving-kindness.

Do you treat others as they deserve, or do you treat them as the Lord Jesus would with grace and mercy? Jesus' prayer includes an injunction (charge) that we must ask God to forgive us in proportion as we forgive those who have wronged us (Matthew 6:14-15). God's grace frees us from every form of anger, resentment, envy, and hatred. Are you ready to forgive others as the Lord Jesus forgives you?

Prayer: Father in heaven, you have given me a mind to know you, a will to serve you, and a heart to love you. Give me today the grace and strength to embrace your holy will and fill my heart with your love that all my intentions and actions may be pleasing to you. Help me to be kind and forgiving towards my neighbor as you have been towards me.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 10, 2024

Thursday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

GAL 3:1-5

O stupid Galatians!
 Who has bewitched you,
 before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?
 I want to learn only this from you:
 did you receive the Spirit from works of the law,
 or from faith in what you heard?
 Are you so stupid?
 After beginning with the Spirit,
 are you now ending with the flesh?
 Did you experience so many things in vain?–
 if indeed it was in vain.
 Does, then, the one who supplies the Spirit to you
 and works mighty deeds among you
 do so from works of the law
 or from faith in what you heard?

Responsorial Psalm

LK 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75

R. (68) Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people.

He has raised up for us a mighty savior,
 born of the house of his servant David.

R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old
 that he would save us from our enemies,
 from the hands of all who hate us.

R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers
 and to remember his holy covenant.

R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
 free to worship him without fear,
 holy and righteous in his sight
 all the days of our life.

R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; He has come to his people.

Alleluia

ACTS 16:14B

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Open our hearts, O Lord,
 to listen to the words of your Son.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 11:5-13

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “Suppose one of you has a friend
 to whom he goes at midnight and says,
 ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread,
 for a friend of mine has arrived at my house from a journey
 and I have nothing to offer him,’
 and he says in reply from within,
 ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked
 and my children and I are already in bed.
 I cannot get up to give you anything.’
 I tell you, if he does not get up to give him the loaves
 because of their friendship,
 he will get up to give him whatever he needs
 because of his persistence.

“And I tell you, ask and you will receive;
 seek and you will find;
 knock and the door will be opened to you.
 For everyone who asks, receives;
 and the one who seeks, finds;
 and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
 What father among you would hand his son a snake
 when he asks for a fish?
 Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg?
 If you then, who are wicked,
 know how to give good gifts to your children,
 how much more will the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit
 to those who ask him?”

Reflection
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Thursday (October 10):  How Much More Will the Heavenly Father Give!Meditation: What can we expect from God, especially when we recognize that he doesn't owe us anything and that we don't deserve his grace and favor? Jesus used the illustration of a late-night traveler to teach his listeners an important lesson about how God treats us in contrast to the kind of treatment we might expect from our neighbors.

The rule of hospitality in biblical times required the cooperation of the entire community in entertaining an unexpected or late-night guest. Whether the guest was hungry or not, a meal would be served. In a small village it would be easy to know who had baked bread that day. Bread was essential for a meal because it served as a utensil for dipping and eating from the common dishes. Asking for bread from one's neighbor was both a common occurrence and an expected favor. To refuse to give bread would bring shame and dishonor because it was a sign of in-hospitality - showing a lack of friendship and generosity.

God awakens us from sleep that we may ask and receive
If a neighbor can be imposed upon and coerced into giving bread in the middle of the night, how much more hospitable is God, who, no matter what the circumstances, is generous and ready to give us what we need. Augustine of Hippo reminds us that "God, who does not sleep and who awakens us from sleep that we may ask, gives much more graciously."

Ask, seek, knock - and it will be given
When you are in need who do you turn to for help? Jesus tells us that God is always ready to answer those who seek him and call upon him with expectant trust in his mercy and kindness. Jesus states very clearly and simply what we must do: Ask, seek, knock . God our heavenly Father waits upon us. Like a table waiter or friend who comes in the middle of the night, he is always ready to hear our plea and to give us what we need. Do you ask the Father with expectant faith and confident trust in his goodness? Do you seek his guidance and help in your time of need? Do you knock with persistence at his door of mercy and favor? If we treat our heavenly Father with indifference or neglect to ask with confident trust, we may miss the opportunity we have been given to receive his grace and favor and merciful help.

God gives more than we can ask or expect
In conclusion Jesus makes a startling claim: How much more will the heavenly Father give! The Lord is ever ready to give us not only what we need, but more than we can expect. He gives freely of his Holy Spirit that we may share in his abundant life and joy. Do you approach your heavenly Father with confident trust in his mercy and kindness?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, you are merciful, gracious and kind. May I never doubt your mercy and love nor hesitate to seek you with confident trust in order to obtain the gifts, graces, and daily provision I need to live as your beloved child and constant friend.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 11, 2024

Friday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

GAL 3:7-14

Brothers and sisters:
 Realize that it is those who have faith
 who are children of Abraham.
 Scripture, which saw in advance that God
 would justify the Gentiles by faith,
 foretold the good news to Abraham, saying,
 Through you shall all the nations be blessed.
 Consequently, those who have faith are blessed
 along with Abraham who had faith.
 For all who depend on works of the law are under a curse;
 for it is written, Cursed be everyone
 who does not persevere in doing all the things
 written in the book of the law.
 And that no one is justified before God by the law is clear,
 for the one who is righteous by faith will live.
 But the law does not depend on faith;
 rather, the one who does these things will live by them.
 Christ ransomed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us,
 for it is written, Cursed be everyone who hangs on a tree,
 that the blessing of Abraham might be extended
 to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus,
 so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Responsorial Psalm

PS 111:1B-2, 3-4, 5-6

R. (5) The Lord will remember his covenant for ever.

I will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart
 in the company and assembly of the just.
 Great are the works of the LORD,
 exquisite in all their delights.

R. The Lord will remember his covenant for ever.

Majesty and glory are his work,
 and his justice endures forever.
 He has won renown for his wondrous deeds;
 gracious and merciful is the LORD.

R. The Lord will remember his covenant for ever.

He has given food to those who fear him;
 he will forever be mindful of his covenant.
 He has made known to his people the power of his works,
 giving them the inheritance of the nations.

R. The Lord will remember his covenant for ever.

Alleluia

JN 12:31B-32

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The prince of this world will now be cast out,
 and when I am lifted up from the earth
 I will draw all to myself, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 11:15-26

When Jesus had driven out a demon, some of the crowd said:
 “By the power of Beelzebul, the prince of demons,
 he drives out demons.”
 Others, to test him, asked him for a sign from heaven.
 But he knew their thoughts and said to them,
 “Every kingdom divided against itself will be laid waste
 and house will fall against house.
 And if Satan is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand?
 For you say that it is by Beelzebul that I drive out demons.
 If I, then, drive out demons by Beelzebul,
 by whom do your own people drive them out?
 Therefore they will be your judges.
 But if it is by the finger of God that I drive out demons,
 then the Kingdom of God has come upon you.
 When a strong man fully armed guards his palace,
 his possessions are safe.
 But when one stronger than he attacks and overcomes him,
 he takes away the armor on which he relied
 and distributes the spoils.
 Whoever is not with me is against me,
 and whoever does not gather with me scatters.

“When an unclean spirit goes out of someone,
 it roams through arid regions searching for rest
 but, finding none, it says,
 ‘I shall return to my home from which I came.’
 But upon returning, it finds it swept clean and put in order.
 Then it goes and brings back seven other spirits
 more wicked than itself who move in and dwell there,
 and the last condition of that man is worse than the first.”

Optional Memorial of Saint John XXIII, Pope

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For a Pope (#719-724).



Reading 1

Ezekiel 34:11-16

Thus says the Lord GOD:
 I myself will look after and tend my sheep.
 As a shepherd tends his flock
 when he finds himself among his scattered sheep,
 so will I tend my sheep.
 I will rescue them from every place where they were scattered
 when it was cloudy and dark.
 I will lead them out from among the peoples
 and gather them from the foreign lands;
 I will bring them back to their own country
 and pasture them upon the mountains of Israel
 in the land's ravines and all its inhabited places.
 In good pastures will I pasture them,
 and on the mountain heights of Israel
 shall be their grazing ground.
 There they shall lie down on good grazing ground,
 and in rich pastures shall they be pastured
 on the mountains of Israel.
 I myself will pasture my sheep;
 I myself will give them rest, says the Lord GOD.
 The lost I will seek out,
 the strayed I will bring back,
 the injured I will bind up,
 the sick I will heal,
 but the sleek and the strong I will destroy,
 shepherding them rightly.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6

R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
 Beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Even though I walk in the dark valley
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side
 With your rod and your staff
 that give me courage. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 You anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Alleluia

John 10:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 21:15-17

After Jesus had revealed himself to his disciples and
 eaten breakfast with them, he said to Simon Peter,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs."
 He then said to Simon Peter a second time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
 He said to him, "Tend my sheep."
 He said to him the third time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time,
 "Do you love me?" and he said to him,
 "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep."

Reflection
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Friday (October 11):  If It Is by the Finger of GodMeditation: When danger lurks, what kind of protection do you seek? Jesus came to free us from the greatest danger of all - the corrupting force of evil which destroys us from within and makes us slaves to sin and Satan (John 8:34). Evil is not an impersonal force that just happens. It has a name and a face and it seeks to master every heart and soul on the face of the earth (1 Peter 5:8-9). Scripture identifies the Evil One by many names, 'Satan', 'Beelzebul - the 'prince of demons', the 'Devil', the 'Deceiver', the 'Father of Lies', and 'Lucifier', the fallen angel who broke rank with God and established his own army and kingdom in opposition to God.

Jesus has power to cast out the Deceiver and set us free
Jesus declared that he came to overthrow the power of Satan and his kingdom (John 12:31). Jesus' numerous exorcisms brought freedom to many who were troubled and oppressed by the work of evil spirits. Jesus himself encountered personal opposition and battle with Satan when he was put to the test in the wilderness just before his public ministry (Matthew 4:1; Luke 4:1). He overcame the Evil One through his obedience to the will of his Father.

Some of the Jewish leaders reacted vehemently to Jesus' healings and exorcisms and they opposed him with malicious slander. How could Jesus get the power and authority to release individuals from Satan's influence and control? They assumed that he had to be in league with Satan. They attributed his power to Satan rather than to God. Jesus answers their charge with two arguments. There were many exorcists in Palestine in Jesus' time. So Jesus retorted by saying that they also incriminate their own kin who cast out demons. If they condemn Jesus they also condemn themselves.

Whose kingdom do you follow and serve?
In his second argument Jesus asserts that no kingdom divided against itself can survive for long. We have witnessed enough civil wars in our own time to prove the destructive force at work here for the annihilation of whole peoples and their land. If Satan lends his power against his own forces then he is finished.

Cyril of Alexandria, a 5th century church father explains the force of Jesus' argument: Kingdoms are established by the fidelity of subjects and the obedience of those under the royal scepter. Houses are established when those who belong to them in no way whatsoever thwart one another but, on the contrary, agree in will and deed. I suppose it would establish the kingdom too of Beelzebub, had he determined to abstain from everything contrary to himself. How then does Satan cast out Satan? It follows then that devils do not depart from people on their own accord but retire unwillingly. "Satan," he says, "does not fight with himself." He does not rebuke his own servants. He does not permit himself to injure his own armor bearers. On the contrary, he helps his kingdom. "It remains for you to understand that I crush Satan by divine power." [ Commentary on Luke, Homily 80]

How can a strong person be defeated except by someone who is stronger? Jesus asserted his power and authority to cast out demons as a clear demonstration of the reign of God. Jesus' reference to the 'finger of God' points back to Moses' confrontation with Pharoah and his magicians who represented Satan and the kingdom of darkness (see Exodus 8:19). Jesus claims to be carrying on the tradition of Moses whose miracles freed the Israelites from bondage by the finger of God . God's power is clearly at work in the exorcisms which Jesus performed and they give evidence that God's kingdom has come.

God and his Word is the source of our protection and security
What is the point of Jesus' grim story about a vacant house being occupied by an evil force? It is not enough to banish evil thoughts and habits from our lives. We must also fill the void with God who is the source of all that is good, wholesome, true, and life-giving for us. Augustine of Hippo said that our lives have a God-shaped void which only God can fill. If we attempt to leave it vacant or to fill it with something else which is not of God, we will end up being in a worse state in the end.

What do you fill the void in your life with? The Lord Jesus wants to fill our minds and hearts with the power of his life-giving word and healing love. Jesus makes it very clear that there are no neutral parties in this world. We are either for the Lord Jesus or against him, for the kingdom of God or against it. We cannot serve two kingdoms opposed to each another. There are ultimately only two universal kingdoms which stand in opposition to one another - the kingdom of God - his kingdom of light and truth - and the kingdom of darkness - which is opposed to God's truth and justice and which is dominated by Satan's lies and deception. If we disobey God's word, we open to door to the power of sin and the deception of Satan in our personal lives.

Is Jesus the Lord of your mind, heart, and home?
If we want to live in true freedom, then our "house" (the inner core of our true being) must be occupied by Jesus where he is enthroned as Lord and Savior. The Lord assures us of his protection from spiritual harm and he gives us the help and strength we need to resist the devil and his lies (James 4:7). The Scriptures remind us that God is our refuge and his angels stand guard over us:
"Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your habitation, no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. For he will give his angels charge of you to guard you in all your ways"(Psalm 91:9-11).

Do you know the peace and security of a life submitted to God and his word?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, be the ruler of my heart and the master of my home. May there be nothing in my life that is not under your lordship.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 12, 2024

Saturday of the Twenty-seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

GAL 3:22-29

Brothers and sisters:
 Scripture confined all things under the power of sin,
 that through faith in Jesus Christ
 the promise might be given to those who believe.

Before faith came, we were held in custody under law,
 confined for the faith that was to be revealed.
 Consequently, the law was our disciplinarian for Christ,
 that we might be justified by faith.
 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a disciplinarian.
 For through faith you are all children of God in Christ Jesus.
 For all of you who were baptized into Christ
 have clothed yourselves with Christ.
 There is neither Jew nor Greek,
 there is neither slave nor free person,
 there is not male and female;
 for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants,
 heirs according to the promise.



Responsorial Psalm

PS 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7

R. (8a) The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sing to him, sing his praise,
 proclaim all his wondrous deeds.
 Glory in his holy name;
 rejoice, O hearts that seek the LORD!

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Look to the LORD in his strength;
 seek to serve him constantly.
 Recall the wondrous deeds that he has wrought,
 his portents, and the judgments he has uttered.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

You descendants of Abraham, his servants,
 sons of Jacob, his chosen ones!
 He, the LORD, is our God;
 throughout the earth his judgments prevail.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

LK 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are those who hear the word of God
 and observe it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 11:27-28

While Jesus was speaking,
 a woman from the crowd called out and said to him,
 “Blessed is the womb that carried you
 and the breasts at which you nursed.”
 He replied, “Rather, blessed are those
 who hear the word of God and observe it.”

Reflection
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Saturday (October 12):  Hear the Word of God and Keep ItMeditation: Who do you seek to favor and bless? When an admirer wished to compliment Jesus by praising his mother, Jesus did not deny the truth of the blessing she pronounced. Her beatitude (which means "blessedness" or "happiness") recalls Mary's canticle: All generations will call me blessed (Luke 1:48). Jesus adds to her words by pointing to the source of all true blessedness or happiness - union with God in heart, mind, and will.

We can hear God's Word and believe it
Mary humbly submitted herself to the miraculous plan of God for the incarnation of his only begotten Son - the Word of God made flesh in her womb - by declaring: I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be done to me according to your word (Luke 1:38). Mary heard the word spoken to her by the angel sent by God and she believed it.

On another occasion Jesus remarked that whoever does the will of God is a friend of God and a member of his family - his sons and daughters who have been ransomed by the precious blood of Christ (Luke 8:21). They are truly blessed because they know their God personally and they find joy in hearing and obeying his word.

Jesus unites us with our heavenly Father
Our goal in life, the very reason we were created in the first place, is for union with God. We were made for God and our hearts are restless until they rest in him. Lucian of Antioch (240-312), an early Christian theologian and martyr, once said that "a Christian's only relatives are the saints." Those who follow Jesus Christ and who seek the will of God enter into a new family, a family of "saints" here on earth and in heaven. Jesus changes the order of relationships and shows that true kinship is not just a matter of flesh and blood. Our adoption as sons and daughters of God transforms all our relationships and requires a new order of loyalty to God and his kingdom. Do you hunger for God and for his word?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, my heart is restless until it rests in you. Help me to live in your presence and in the knowledge of your great love for me. May I seek to please you in all that I do, say, and think.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 13, 2024

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Wis 7:7-11
 I prayed, and prudence was given me;
 I pleaded, and the spirit of wisdom came to me.
 I preferred her to scepter and throne,
 and deemed riches nothing in comparison with her,
 nor did I liken any priceless gem to her;
 because all gold, in view of her, is a little sand,
 and before her, silver is to be accounted mire.
 Beyond health and comeliness I loved her,
 and I chose to have her rather than the light,
 because the splendor of her never yields to sleep.
 Yet all good things together came to me in her company,
 and countless riches at her hands.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17

R. (14) Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!

Teach us to number our days aright,
 that we may gain wisdom of heart.
 Return, O LORD! How long?
 Have pity on your servants!

R. Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!

Fill us at daybreak with your kindness,
 that we may shout for joy and gladness all our days.
 Make us glad, for the days when you afflicted us,
 for the years when we saw evil.

R. Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!

Let your work be seen by your servants
 and your glory by their children;
 and may the gracious care of the LORD our God be ours;
 prosper the work of our hands for us!
 Prosper the work of our hands!

R. Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!

Reading II

Heb 4:12-13

Brothers and sisters:
 Indeed the word of God is living and effective,
 sharper than any two-edged sword,
 penetrating even between soul and spirit, joints and marrow,
 and able to discern reflections and thoughts of the heart.
 No creature is concealed from him,
 but everything is naked and exposed to the eyes of him
 to whom we must render an account.

Alleluia

Mt 5:3

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27

As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up,
 knelt down before him, and asked him,
 "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
 Jesus answered him, "Why do you call me good? 
 No one is good but God alone.
 You know the commandments: You shall not kill;
 you shall not commit adultery;
 you shall not steal;
 you shall not bear false witness;
 you shall not defraud;
 honor your father and your mother." 
 He replied and said to him,
 "Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth."
 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him,
 "You are lacking in one thing.
 Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor
 and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." 
 At that statement his face fell,
 and he went away sad, for he had many possessions.

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples,
 "How hard it is for those who have wealth
 to enter the kingdom of God!" 
 The disciples were amazed at his words.
 So Jesus again said to them in reply,
 "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 
 It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle
 than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." 
 They were exceedingly astonished and said among themselves,
 "Then who can be saved?"
 Jesus looked at them and said,
 "For human beings it is impossible, but not for God. 
 All things are possible for God." 
 Peter began to say to him,
 "We have given up everything and followed you." 
 Jesus said, "Amen, I say to you,
 there is no one who has given up house or brothers or sisters
 or mother or father or children or lands
 for my sake and for the sake of the gospel
 who will not receive a hundred times more now in this present age:
 houses and brothers and sisters
 and mothers and children and lands,
 with persecutions, and eternal life in the age to come."

OR:

As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up,
 knelt down before him, and asked him,
 "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 
 Jesus answered him, "Why do you call me good? 
 No one is good but God alone.
 You know the commandments: You shall not kill;
 you shall not commit adultery;
 you shall not steal;
 you shall not bear false witness;
 you shall not defraud;
 honor your father and your mother."
 He replied and said to him,
 "Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth."
 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him,
 "You are lacking in one thing. 
 Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor
 and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me."
 At that statement his face fell,
 and he went away sad, for he had many possessions.

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples,
 "How hard it is for those who have wealth
 to enter the kingdom of God!"
 The disciples were amazed at his words. 
 So Jesus again said to them in reply,
 "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 
 It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle
 than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." 
 They were exceedingly astonished and said among themselves,
 "Then who can be saved?"
 Jesus looked at them and said,
 "For human beings it is impossible, but not for God. 
 All things are possible for God."

Reflection
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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Cycle B 

 
 Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Wisdom 7:7-11 

 
 The Book of Wisdom, written in the 1st century B.C. is known to us only in the Greek. It is generally held certain that Greek was the original language. For this reason it is not contained in the Hebrew Bible; nor is it in the Protestant Bible, having been discarded by Martin Luther around A.D. 1520. Because it is known that Jesus and the apostles used the Greek (Septuagint) translation of the Old Testament, Wisdom has always been considered canonical by the Catholic Church. In fact, the Muratorian Fragment (A.D. 155-200), the earliest known list of writings approved as Scripture for use in the Church at Rome, and which gives a fairly orderly treatment to the titles contained in the New Testament, includes Wisdom as a New Testament book.  
   
 The book is divided into 3 parts:   
 1)    Wisdom & Human Destiny (chapters 1-5),   
 2)    Solomon & The Quest For Wisdom (chapters 6-9), and 3) Wisdom At Work In History (chapters 10-19).  
   
 Today’s reading comes from the second part and describes Solomon’s (or at least the author’s who borrowed his name) praying and the riches that came to him.  
   
 7[] I prayed,   
   
 Solomon’s prayer is given in 1 Kings 3:7-9 and 2 Chronicles 1:8-10. The author’s version of this prayer is given in Wisdom 9.  
   
 and prudence was given me;   
   
 Prudence is understanding. The author develops a parallelism: Prayer – pleaded; prudence – wisdom. Solomon preferred wisdom over power, riches, health, comeliness, and light. Solomon prayed for wisdom and it came to him along with all these good things.  
   
 I pleaded and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. 8 I preferred her to scepter and throne, And deemed riches nothing in comparison with her, 9  nor did I liken any priceless gem to her; Because all gold, in view of her, is a little sand, and before her, silver is to be accounted mire. 10 Beyond health and comeliness I loved her, And I chose to have her rather than the light, because the splendor of her never yields to sleep.   
   
 Wisdom never ceases to exist (see Wisdom 7:29-30).  
   
 11 Yet all good things together came to me in her company, and countless riches at her hands[.] 

 

2nd Reading - Hebrews 4:12-13 

 
 Last week we started our study of the Book of Hebrews, as did our Episcopal and Lutheran brothers and sisters; they however, heard more verses (we had 3, the Episcopalians 10 with an optional 8 more, the Lutherans our 3 with an optional 7 more). This week we study Chapter 4, verses 12 & 13 while the Episcopalians and Lutherans study Chapter 3, verses 1 through 6 which discuss how Jesus, the faithful son, was superior to Moses. Not to worry though, next week they will get our reading for this week in addition to our reading for next week and we’ll all be caught up again.  
   
 Our reading today is about God’s warnings based on Israel’s infidelity and tells us to persevere for the word of God judges rightly. Since nothing is unknown to it; it is light, those of the present generation will be judged worthy or unfit to enter God’s rest. This is the particular judgment.  
   
 12 Indeed, the word of God   
   
 This refers back to verses 7 through 11. When you hear the word of God, crisis comes. The word of God is His judgment, and you are judged by how well you have kept His covenant.  
   
 is living and effective,   
   
 This description is calculated to show what the word does: it produces life (Deuteronomy 32:47), it achieves its purpose (Isaiah 55:10-11). Although some commentators might see Jesus incarnate here, this interpretation is not necessary to understanding this passage.  
   
 sharper than any two-edged sword,   
   
 A two-edged sword cuts no matter which way you swing it. A common metaphor (Isaiah 49:2; Proverbs 5:4; Wisdom 18:16). Here we are talking about its power in respect to judgment, and the fact that you can’t escape it.  
   
 penetrating even between soul and spirit, joints and marrow,   
   
 The conception of man was that he was composed of body, soul, and spirit and like joints and marrow they are intimately connected. The statement that the Word is sharp enough to separate them is made to emphasize its penetrating power.  
   
 and able to discern reflections and thoughts of the heart.   
   
 The Word has a knowledge of human beings which only God has (Acts 1:24; 15:8).  
   
 13 No creature is concealed from him, but everything is naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must render an account.  
   
 The Greek root of the word “naked and exposed” is related to the Greek noun for “neck”. This describes, in terms a soldier would understand, how vulnerable we all are when it comes time to be judged by God. 

 

Gospel - Mark 10:17-30 

 
 This week we conclude our study of Jesus’ second instruction on Christology and discipleship. Last week we heard His teaching on marriage and divorce, and also of His blessing of the children. We now hear Jesus’ teaching about riches. This teaching consists of three units on wealth and the kingdom:  
 1)    The story of the rich man.  
 2)    Jesus’ instruction to His disciples.  
 3)    His teaching about rewards for giving up riches.  
   
 We will hear all three.  
   
 17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up,   
   
 Only at the end of this story (verse 20) do we learn that the man is wealthy. The parallel gospel story (Matthew 19:16-22) tells us the man was young.  
   
 knelt down before him, and asked him, “Good teacher,   
   
 A rarely used form of address for a rabbi. Acknowledges Him as a teacher of the spiritual life.  
   
 what must I do to inherit eternal life?”   
   
 The kingdom of God  
   
 18 Jesus answered him, “Why do you call me good?   
   
 Jesus is not rejecting the praise He has been offered, He wants to show the depth of this man’s words: He is good, not because He is a good man, but because He is God, who is goodness itself. The man has spoken the truth but he hasn’t gone far enough.   
   
 No one is good but God alone.   
   
 See Psalm 118:1-4; 1 Chronicles 16:34; 2 Chronicles 5:13; Ezra 3:11; Romans 7:18.  
   
 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not kill; you shall not commit adultery; you shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; you shall not defraud; honor your father and your mother.’”   
   
 Jesus then recites the second part of the Decalogue (the ten commandments); the part that deals with our relationships with each other (Exodus 20:12-17; Deuteronomy 5:16-21). “You shall not defraud” could be a restatement of “you shall not steal,” or it could be a reference to the 9th and 10th commandments which deal with coveting. If it is the latter case, He has addressed all seven commandments that are to govern our human relationships.  
   
 Jesus did not come to abolish the Law but to fulfill it (Matthew 5:17). The commandments are the very core of the Law and keeping them is necessary for attaining eternal life. Christ brings these commandments to fulfillment in a double sense. First, He helps us to discover their full implications for our lives. Second, His grace gives us strength to counter our evil inclinations, which stem from original sin. The best commentary on this passage is Matthew 19:17b “If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments” and Matthew 5:20 “I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter into the kingdom of heaven”.  
   
 20 He replied and said to him, “Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth.” 21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him   
   
 This love is based on the man’s genuine efforts and success at observing the commandments (verse 20).  
   
 and said to him, “You are lacking in one thing.   
   
 You are not far from God’s kingdom (see Mark 12:34 where Jesus praises the scribe).  
   
 Go, sell what you have, and give to (the) poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”   
   
 In Judaism wealth was often taken as a sign of divine favor and there was an obligation to give alms to the poor. What makes this man’s case so hard is that he is to forego even the privilege of almsgiving for the sake of sharing in Jesus’ lifestyle of total dependence on God while proclaiming the coming of His kingdom. Jesus knows that this man has a generous heart. God calls everyone to holiness, but holiness is reached by different routes. It is up to every individual to take the necessary steps to discover which route God wants him to follow. It is not an absolute commandment for all to give everything away, but we are not to place obstacles in the way.  
   
 22    At that statement his face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions.   
   
 These possessions were probably property ownership with the financial benefits which result. This points out the difficult choice which must be made by all – whether to cast aside the impediments, whatever they may be, and follow Jesus or not. The rich man asked the question, but Jesus’ answer was too hard for him.  
   
 “But the young man went away sad, so anyone can see how far he kept those commandments of the law. I think he spoke with more pride than truth when he answered that he had kept them” [Saint Augustine of Hippo (ca. A.D. 417), Letter to Hilarius (No. 157)].  
   
 “He did not follow. He just wanted a good teacher, but he questioned who the teacher was, and scorned the identity of the One who was teaching. ‘He went away sad,’ bound up in his desires. ‘He went away sad,’ carrying a great burden of possessiveness upon his shoulders” [Saint Augustine of Hippo (ca. A.D. 416), Homilies on the Gospel of John 34,8].  
   
 23    Jesus looked around and said to his disciples,   
   
 Again, the private instruction for the disciples  
   
 “How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!”   
   
 If the rich see their wealth as a reward from God, they have erected a barrier to full participation in God’s plan. In themselves material things are good; they are resources God has made available to people for their development in society. But, excessive attachment to things is what makes them an occasion to sin. The sin lies in “trusting” in them, as if they will solve all life’s problems, and turning one’s back on God. St. Paul calls covetousness, idolatry (Colossians 3:5). Christ excludes from the kingdom of heaven anyone who becomes so attached to riches that his life is geared around them. Or, more accurately, that person excludes himself.  
   
 24 The disciples were amazed at his words.   
   
 They are astonished. From childhood they have been taught that riches are a reward and Jesus has just told them they can become an impediment.  
   
 So Jesus again said to them in reply, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to pass through (the) eye of (a) needle than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”   
   
 Tradition points to a literal interpretation rather than conjecture about a narrow gate in the city wall. There is a similar rabbinic proverb mentioning an elephant.  
   
 26 They were exceedingly astonished and said among themselves, “Then who can be saved?”   
   
 Since nearly everyone has an inclination to be attached to material things, the disciples now see salvation as an impossible goal. No one can be saved if we rely on human resources. God’s grace makes everything possible. When we pray the Our Father we ask for our daily bread – not just a meal, but a Eucharistic meal which makes us part of God’s covenant family and gives us His grace.  
   
 “The rich man ‘went away sad,’ as you have heard, and the Lord says: ‘How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!’ At length the disciples became very sad when they heard this and they said: ‘If this is so, who then can be saved?’ Rich and poor, listen to Christ: I am speaking to God’s people. Most of you are poor, but you too must listen carefully to understand. And you had best listen even more intently if you glory in your poverty. Beware of pride, lest the humble rich surpass you. Beware of wickedness, lest the pious rich confound you. Beware of drunkenness, lest the sober excel you” [Saint Caesar of Arles (ca. A.D. 542), Sermons 153(2)].  
   
 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “For human beings it is impossible, but not for God.  
 All things are possible for God.”   
   
 Jesus quotes Genesis 18:14 which recalls God’s power to fulfill His promise to Abraham (see also Luke 1:3).  
   
 28 Peter began to say to him, “We have given up everything and followed you.”   
   
 Peter, as spokesman for all the disciples points out that they have done what the rich man couldn’t. Behind this statement is the question: “What is the reward for accepting the challenge of discipleship?”  
   
 29 Jesus said, “Amen, I say to you,   
   
 Here, Jesus answers the underlying question.   
   
 there is no one who has given up house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands for my sake and for the sake of the gospel 30 who will not receive a hundred times more now in this present age: houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands,  
   
 Anyone who leaves behind his possessions will receive great rewards in this life.  
   
 with persecutions,  
   
 Opposition is part of the reward for giving things up out of love for Jesus. A Christian’s glory lies in becoming like the Son of God, sharing in His Cross so later we can share in His Glory (Romans 8:17b “if only we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him”) (2 Timothy 3:12 “all who want to live religiously in Christ Jesus will be persecuted”).  
   
 and eternal life in the age to come.  
   
 Not only will we get rewards here on earth, we will gain our inheritance as children of God (Romans 8:17a “and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ”) 
. 
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Sunday (October 13):  Give - and You Will Have Treasure in HeavenMeditation: What gives hope and satisfaction to our desire for happiness and security? A young man who had the best the world could offer - wealth and security - came to Jesus because he lacked one thing (Mark 10:17-27). He wanted the kind of lasting peace and happiness which money could not buy him. The answer he got, however, was not what he was looking for. He protested that he kept all the commandments - but Jesus spoke to the trouble in his heart. One thing kept him from giving himself whole-heartedly to God. While he lacked nothing in material goods, he was nonetheless possessive of what he had. He placed his hope and security in what he possessed. So when Jesus challenged him to make God his one true possession and treasure, he became sad.

Misplaced hope and treasure
Why did he go away from Jesus with great sorrow and sadness rather than with joy? His treasure and his hope for happiness were misplaced. Jesus challenged the young man because his heart was possessive. He was afraid to give to others for fear that he would lose what he had gained. He sought happiness and security in what he possessed rather than in who he could love and serve and give himself in undivided devotion.

The greatest joy possible
Why does Jesus tell his disciples to "sell all" for the treasure of his kingdom? Treasure has a special connection to the heart, the place of desire and longing, the place of will and focus. The thing we most set our heart on is our highest treasure. The Lord himself is the greatest treasure we can have. Giving up everything else to have the Lord as our treasure is not sorrowful, but the greatest joy. [See Jesus' parable about the treasure hidden in a field in Matthew 13:44 .] Selling all that we have could mean many different things - letting go of attachments, friendships, influences, jobs, entertainments, styles of life - really anything that might stand in the way of our loving God first and foremost in our lives and giving him the best we can with our time, resources, gifts, and service.

The priceless treasure of God's kingdom
Those who are generous towards God and towards their neighbor find that they cannot outmatch God in his generosity towards us. God blesses us with the priceless treasures of his kingdom - freedom from fear and the gripping power of sin, selfishness and pride which block his love and grace in our lives. Freedom from loneliness, isolation and rejection which keep his children from living together in love, peace, and unity. And freedom from hopelessness, despair, and disillusionment which blind our vision of God's power to heal every hurt, bind every wound, and remove every blemish which mar the image of God within us. God offers us treasure which money cannot buy. He alone can truly satisfy the deepest longing and desires of our heart. Are you willing to part with anything that might keep you from seeking true joy with Jesus?

Why does Jesus issue such a strong warning to the rich (as well as to the rest of us who desire to be rich)? Was he really against wealth? We know that Jesus was not opposed to wealth per se , nor was he opposed to the wealthy. He had many friends who were well-to-do, including some notorious tax collectors! One even became an apostle! Jesus' warning reiterated the teaching of the Old Testament wisdom: Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity than a rich man who is perverse in his ways (Proverbs 28:6; see also Psalm 37:16). Do not wear yourself out to get rich; be wise enough to desist (Proverbs 23:4).

Where do we find true security?
Jesus seems to say that it is nearly impossible for the rich to live as citizens of God's kingdom. The camel was regarded as the largest animal in Palestine. The "eye of the needle" could be interpreted quite literally or it could figuratively describe the narrow and low gate of the city walls which was used by travelers when the larger public gate was locked after dark. A normal sized man had to "lower" himself to enter that gate. A camel would literally have to knell and crawl through it.

Why is Jesus so cautious about wealth? Wealth can make us falsely independent. The church at Laodicea was warned about their attitude towards wealth and a false sense of security: "For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing" (Revelation 3:17). Wealth can also lead us into hurtful desires and selfishness (see 1 Timothy 6:9-10). Look at the lesson Jesus gave about the rich man and his sons who refused to aid the poor man Lazarus (see Luke 16:19ff). They also neglected to serve God.

We lose what we keep - we gain what we give away
Right after a wealthy young man refused to follow Jesus, Peter, somewhat crudely wanted to know what he and the other disciples would get out of it since they had freely accepted Jesus' offer to follow him unconditionally (Mark 10:28-30). Jesus spoke with utter honesty: Those who left all for him would receive a hundred times more now, even in this life, as well as unending life in the age to come.

The Gospel presents us with a paradox: we lose what we keep, and we gain what we give away. When we lose our lives for Jesus Christ, we gain a priceless treasure and an inheritance which lasts forever. Whatever we give to God comes back a hundredfold. Generosity flows from a heart full of gratitude for the abundant mercy and grace which God grants. And generosity will be amply repaid, both in this life and in the life to come (Proverbs 3:9-10, Luke 6:38).

What's the best investment you can make with your life now and the future? Jesus offers us an incomparable treasure which no money can buy and no thief can steal. The thing we most set our heart on is our highest treasure. Material wealth will shackle us to this earth unless we guard our hearts and set our treasure on God and his everlasting kingdom. Where is your treasure?

Jesus did not hesitate to tell his disciples that they can expect both blessing from God and persecution from the world which is opposed to God and his ways. We should neither be surprise nor fear those who try to intimidate us or oppose us when we take a stand for God's kingdom of truth and righteousness. No earthly reward or treasure can outmatch the joy and bliss of knowing God's love, mercy, and peace and the joy of knowing that our names are written in heaven where we will dwell with God forever. Do you know the joy of the Lord and the treasure he has stored up for us in heaven?


Prayer: Lord Jesus, you have captured our hearts and opened to us the treasures of heaven. May you always be my treasure and delight and may nothing else keep me from giving you my all.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 14, 2024

Monday of the Twenty-eighth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

GAL 4:22-24, 26-27, 31–5:1

Brothers and sisters:
 It is written that Abraham had two sons,
 one by the slave woman and the other by the freeborn woman.
 The son of the slave woman was born naturally,
 the son of the freeborn through a promise.
 Now this is an allegory.
 These women represent two covenants.
 One was from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery;
 this is Hagar.
 But the Jerusalem above is freeborn, and she is our mother.
 For it is written:
 Rejoice, you barren one who bore no children;
 break forth and shout, you who were not in labor;
 for more numerous are the children of the deserted one
 than of her who has a husband.
 Therefore, brothers and sisters,
 we are children not of the slave woman
 but of the freeborn woman.

For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm
 and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery.



Responsorial Psalm

PS 113:1B-2, 3-4, 5A AND 6-7

R. (see 2) Blessed be the name of the Lord forever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Praise, you servants of the LORD,
 praise the name of the LORD.
 Blessed be the name of the LORD
 both now and forever.

R. Blessed be the name of the Lord forever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia, alleluia.

From the rising to the setting of the sun
 is the name of the LORD to be praised.
 High above all nations is the LORD;
 above the heavens is his glory.

R. Blessed be the name of the Lord forever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Who is like the LORD, our God,
 who looks upon the heavens and the earth below? 
 He raises up the lowly from the dust;
 from the dunghill he lifts up the poor.

R. Blessed be the name of the Lord forever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Alleluia

PS 95:8

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If today you hear his voice,
 harden not your hearts.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 11:29-32

While still more people gathered in the crowd, Jesus said to them,
 “This generation is an evil generation;
 it seeks a sign, but no sign will be given it,
 except the sign of Jonah.
 Just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites,
 so will the Son of Man be to this generation.
 At the judgment 
 the queen of the south will rise with the men of this generation
 and she will condemn them,
 because she came from the ends of the earth
 to hear the wisdom of Solomon,
 and there is something greater than Solomon here.
 At the judgment the men of Nineveh will arise with this generation 
 and condemn it,
 because at the preaching of Jonah they repented,
 and there is something greater than Jonah here.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Callistus I, Pope and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718 or the Common of Pastors: For a Pope, #719-724.



Reading 1

1 Peter 5:1-4

Beloved:
 I exhort the presbyters among you,
 as a fellow presbyter and witness to the sufferings of Christ
 and one who has a share in the glory to be revealed.
 Tend the flock of God in your midst,
 overseeing it not by constraint but willingly,
 as God would have it, not for shameful profit but eagerly.
 Do not lord it over those assigned to you,
 but be examples to the flock.
 And when the chief Shepherd is revealed,
 you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 40:2 and 4ab, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11

R. (8a and 9a) Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I have waited, waited for the LORD,
 and he stooped toward me and heard my cry.
 And he put a new song into my mouth,
 a hymn to our God.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Sacrifice or oblation you wished not,
 but ears open to obedience you gave me.
 Burnt offerings or sin-offerings you sought not;
 then said I, "Behold I come."

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

"In the written scroll it is prescribed for me,
 To do your will, O my God, is my delight,
 and your law is within my heart!"

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I announced your justice in the vast assembly;
 I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Your justice I kept not hid within my heart;
 your faithfulness and your salvation I have spoken of;
 I have made no secret of your kindness and your truth
 in the vast assembly.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Alleluia

John 15:15b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I call you my friends, says the Lord,
 for I have made known to you all that the Father has told me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 22:24-30

An argument broke out among the Apostles
 about which of them should be regarded as the greatest.
 Jesus said to them,
 "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them
 and those in authority over them are addressed as 'Benefactors';
 but among you it shall not be so.
 Rather, let the greatest among you be as the youngest,
 and the leader as the servant.
 For who is greater:
 the one seated at table or the one who serves?
 Is it not the one seated at table?
 I am among you as the one who serves.
 It is you who have stood by me in my trials;
 and I confer a kingdom on you,
 just as my Father has conferred one on me,
 that you may eat and drink at my table in my Kingdom;
 and you will sit on thrones
 judging the twelve tribes of Israel."

Reflection
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Monday (October 14):  This Is an Evil Generation; It Seeks a SignMeditation: Do you pay attention to warning signs? Many fatalities could be avoided if people took the warning signs seriously. When the religious leaders demanded a sign from Jesus, he gave them a warning to avert spiritual disaster. It was characteristic of the Jews that they demanded "signs" from God's messengers to authenticate their claims. When the religious leaders pressed Jesus to give proof for his claims he says in so many words that he is God's sign and that they need no further evidence from heaven than his own person.

The people of Nineveh were saved because they accepted the sign and message of Jonah
The Ninevites recognized God's warning when Jonah spoke to them, and they repented (Jonah 3:1-10). And the Queen of Sheba recognized God's wisdom in Solomon (1 Kings 10:1-10). Jonah was God's sign and his message was the message of God for the people of Nineveh. Unfortunately the religious leaders were not content to accept the signs right before their eyes. They had rejected the message of John the Baptist and now they reject Jesus as God's Anointed One ( Messiah ) and they fail to heed his message.

Jesus' death and resurrection brings us new ever lasting life
Simeon had prophesied at Jesus' birth that he was "destined for the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that inner thoughts of many will be revealed" (Luke 2:34- 35). Just as Jonah spent 3 days in the belly of the whale before he delivered the Ninevites from death and destruction, Jesus likewise spent 3 days in the tomb before rising again to save us from sin and death and bring us new life. Jesus confirmed his message of good news and deliverance with many miracles in preparation for the greatest sign of all - his resurrection on the third day.

The Lord Jesus came to set us free from slavery to sin and hurtful desires. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit he pours his love into our hearts that we may understand his will for our lives and walk in his way of holiness (Romans 5:5). God searches our hearts, not to condemn us, but to show us where we need his saving grace and help. He calls us to seek him with true repentance, humility, and the honesty to see our sins for what they really are - a rejection of his love and will for our lives.

Listen to God's word of wisdom and you will find true life and everlasting joy
God will transform us if we listen to his word and allow his Holy Spirit to work in our lives. Ask the Lord to renew your mind and to increase your thirst for his wisdom. James says that the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, without uncertainty or insincerity (James 3:17). A double-minded person cannot receive this kind of wisdom. The single of heart desire one thing alone - God's pleasure. God wants us to delight in him and to know the freedom of his truth and love. Do you thirst for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14)?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, give me a heart that loves what is good and in accord with your will and fill me with your wisdom that I my understand your ways. Give me the grace and the courage to reject whatever is evil and contrary to your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 15, 2024

Memorial of Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Reading 1

GAL 5:1-6

Brothers and sisters:
 For freedom Christ set us free;
 so stand firm and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery.

It is I, Paul, who am telling you
 that if you have yourselves circumcised,
 Christ will be of no benefit to you.
 Once again I declare to every man who has himself circumcised
 that he is bound to observe the entire law.
 You are separated from Christ,
 you who are trying to be justified by law;
 you have fallen from grace.
 For through the Spirit, by faith, we await the hope of righteousness.
 For in Christ Jesus,
 neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything,
 but only faith working through love.



Responsorial Psalm

PS 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48

R. (41a) Let your mercy come to me, O Lord.

Let your mercy come to me, O LORD,
 your salvation according to your promise.

R. Let your mercy come to me, O Lord.

Take not the word of truth from my mouth,
 for in your ordinances is my hope.

R. Let your mercy come to me, O Lord.

And I will keep your law continually,
 forever and ever.

R. Let your mercy come to me, O Lord.

And I will walk at liberty,
 because I seek your precepts.

R. Let your mercy come to me, O Lord.

And I will delight in your commands, 
 which I love.

R. Let your mercy come to me, O Lord.

And I will lift up my hands to your commands
 and meditate on your statutes.

R. Let your mercy come to me, O Lord.

Alleluia

HEB 4:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The word of God is living and effective,
 able to discern reflections and thoughts of the heart.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 11:37-41

After Jesus had spoken,
 a Pharisee invited him to dine at his home.
 He entered and reclined at table to eat.
 The Pharisee was amazed to see
 that he did not observe the prescribed washing before the meal.
 The Lord said to him, “Oh you Pharisees!
 Although you cleanse the outside of the cup and the dish,
 inside you are filled with plunder and evil.
 You fools!
 Did not the maker of the outside also make the inside?
 But as to what is within, give alms,
 and behold, everything will be clean for you.”

Memorial of Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Virgins, #731-736, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Romans 8:22-27

Brothers and sisters:
 We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now;
 and not only that, but we ourselves,
 who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
 we also groan within ourselves
 as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.
 For in hope we were saved.
 Now hope that sees for itself is not hope.
 For who hopes for what one sees?
 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait with endurance.

In the same way, the Spirit too comes to the aid of our weakness;
 for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
 but the Spirit himself intercedes with inexpressible groanings.
 And the one who searches hearts
 knows what is the intention of the Spirit,
 because he intercedes for the holy ones
 according to God's will.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11

R. (10) The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. (John 6:63) Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The law of the LORD is perfect,
 refreshing the soul.
 The decree of the LORD is trustworthy,
 giving wisdom to the simple.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The precepts of the LORD are right,
 rejoicing the heart;
 The command of the LORD is clear,
 enlightening the eye.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The fear of the LORD is pure,
 enduring forever;
 The ordinances of the LORD are true,
 all of them just.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

They are more precious than gold,
 than a heap of purest gold;
 Sweeter also than syrup
 or honey from the comb.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

Alleluia

John 15:9b, 5b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in my love, says the Lord;
 whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:1-8

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.
 He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit,
 and everyone that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit.
 You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.
 Remain in me, as I remain in you.
 Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own
 unless it remains on the vine,
 so neither can you unless you remain in me.
 I am the vine, you are the branches.
 Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit,
 because without me you can do nothing.
 Anyone who does not remain in me
 will be thrown out like a branch and wither;
 people will gather them and throw them into a fire
 and they will be burned.
 If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
 ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you.
 By this is my Father glorified,
 that you bear much fruit and become my disciples."

Reflection
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Tuesday (October 15):  What Makes the Heart Clean and Holy?Meditation: Is the Lord Jesus welcomed at your table and are you ready to feast at his table? A Pharisee, after hearing Jesus preach, invited him to dinner, no doubt, because he wanted to hear more from this extraordinary man who spoke the word of God as no one else had done before. It was not unusual for a rabbi to give a teaching over dinner. Jesus, however, did something which offended his host. He did not perform the ceremonial washing of hands before beginning the meal. Did Jesus forget or was he deliberately performing a sign to reveal something to his host? Jesus turned the table on his host by chiding him for uncleanness of heart.

What makes the heart clean and holy?
Which is more important to God - clean hands or a clean mind and heart? Jesus chided the Pharisees for harboring evil thoughts that make us unclean spiritually - such as greed, pride, bitterness, envy, arrogance, and the like. Why does he urge them, and us, to give alms? When we give freely and generously to those in need we express love, compassion, kindness, and mercy. And if the heart is full of love and compassion, then there is no room for envy, greed, bitterness, and the like. Do you allow God's love to transform your heart, mind, and actions toward your neighbor?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your love and increase my thirst for holiness. Cleanse my heart of every evil thought and desire and help me to act kindly and justly and to speak charitably with my neighbor.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 16, 2024

Wednesday of the Twenty-eighth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

GAL 5:18-25

Brothers and sisters:
 If you are guided by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
 Now the works of the flesh are obvious:
 immorality, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry,
 sorcery, hatreds, rivalry, jealousy,
 outbursts of fury, acts of selfishness,
 dissensions, factions, occasions of envy,
 drinking bouts, orgies, and the like.
 I warn you, as I warned you before,
 that those who do such things will not inherit the Kingdom of God.
 In contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
 patience, kindness, generosity,
 faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.
 Against such there is no law.
 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified their flesh
 with its passions and desires.
 If we live in the Spirit, let us also follow the Spirit. 

Responsorial Psalm

PS 1:1-2, 3, 4 AND 6

R. (see Jn 8:12) Those who follow you, Lord, will have the light of life.

Blessed the man who follows not
 the counsel of the wicked
 Nor walks in the way of sinners,
 nor sits in the company of the insolent,
 But delights in the law of the LORD
 and meditates on his law day and night.

R. Those who follow you, Lord, will have the light of life.

He is like a tree
 planted near running water,
 That yields its fruit in due season,
 and whose leaves never fade.
 Whatever he does, prospers.

R. Those who follow you, Lord, will have the light of life.

Not so the wicked, not so;
 they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
 For the LORD watches over the way of the just,
 but the way of the wicked vanishes.

R. Those who follow you, Lord, will have the light of life.

Alleluia 

JN 10:27

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;
 I know them, and they follow me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 11:42-46

The Lord said:
 “Woe to you Pharisees!
 You pay tithes of mint and of rue and of every garden herb,
 but you pay no attention to judgment and to love for God.
 These you should have done, without overlooking the others.
 Woe to you Pharisees!
 You love the seat of honor in synagogues
 and greetings in marketplaces. 
 Woe to you!
 You are like unseen graves over which people unknowingly walk.”

Then one of the scholars of the law said to him in reply,
 “Teacher, by saying this you are insulting us too.”
 And he said, “Woe also to you scholars of the law!
 You impose on people burdens hard to carry,
 but you yourselves do not lift one finger to touch them.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Virgins, #731-736, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Ephesians 3:14-19

Brothers and sisters:
 I kneel before the Father,
 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,
 that he may grant you in accord with the riches of his glory
 to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner self,
 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
 that you, rooted and grounded in love,
 may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones
 what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
 so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23:1b-3a, 4, 5, 6

R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
 Beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Even though I walk in the dark valley
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side
 With your rod and your staff
 that give me courage.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 You anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 11:25-30

At that time Jesus answered:
 "I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
 for although you have hidden these things
 from the wise and the learned
 you have revealed them to the childlike.
 Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.
 All things have been handed over to me by my Father.
 No one knows the Son except the Father,
 and no one knows the Father except the Son
 and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.

"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest.
 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
 for I am meek and humble of heart;
 and you will find rest for yourselves.
 For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."

Optional Memorial of Saint Hedwig, Religious

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Sirach 26:1-4, 13-16

Blessed the husband of a good wife,
 twice-lengthened are his days;
 A worthy wife brings joy to her husband,
 peaceful and full is his life.
 A good wife is a generous gift
 bestowed upon him who fears the LORD;
 Be he rich or poor, his heart is content,
 and a smile is ever on his face.

A gracious wife delights her husband,
 her thoughtfulness puts flesh on his bones;
 A gift from the LORD is her governed speech,
 and her firm virtue is of surpassing worth.
 Choicest of blessings is a modest wife,
 priceless her chaste soul.
 A holy and decent woman adds grace upon grace;
 indeed, no price is worthy of her temperate soul.
 Like the sun rising in the LORD's heavens,
 the beauty of a virtuous wife is the radiance of her home.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5

R. (1) Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Blessed are you who fear the LORD,
 who walk in his ways!
 For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
 blessed shall you be, and favored.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine
 in the recesses of your home;
 Your children like olive plants
 around your table.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Behold, thus is the man blessed
 who fears the LORD.
 The LORD bless you from Zion:
 may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
 all the days of your life.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Alleluia

John 8:31b-32

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If you remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples,
 and you will know the truth, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 3:31-35

Jesus' mother and his brothers arrived.
 Standing outside, they sent word to him and called him.
 A crowd seated around him told him,
 "Your mother and your brothers and your sisters
 are outside asking for you."
 But he said to them in reply,
 "Who are my mother and my brothers?"
 And looking around at those seated in the circle he said,
 "Here are my mother and my brothers.
 For whoever does the will of God
 is my brother and sister and mother."


Reflection
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Wednesday (October 16):  You Load Burdens Hard to BearMeditation: Why does Jesus single out the religious teachers and lawyers for some rather strong words of rebuke? The word woe can also be translated as alas . It is as much an expression of sorrowful pity as it is of anger. Why did Jesus lament and issue such a stern rebuke? Jesus was angry with the religious leaders because they failed to listen to God's word and they misled the people they were supposed to guide in the ways of God.

God's commandments are rooted in his love and care for us
The scribes devoted their lives to the study of the Law of Moses and regarded themselves as legal experts in it. They divided the ten commandments and precepts into thousands of tiny rules and regulations. They were so exacting in their interpretations and in trying to live them out, that they had little time for anything else. By the time they finished compiling their interpretations it took no less than fifty volumes to contain them! In their misguided zeal, they required unnecessary and burdensome rules which obscured the more important matters of religion, such as love of God and love of neighbor. They were leading people to Pharisaism rather than to God.

Do not lay heavy burdens on others
Jesus used the example of tithing to show how far they had missed the mark. God had commanded a tithe of the first fruits of one's labor as an expression of thanksgiving and honor for his providential care for his people (Deuteronomy 14:22; Leviticus 27:30). The scribes, however, went to extreme lengths to tithe on insignificant things (such as tiny plants) with great mathematical accuracy. They were very attentive to minute matters of little importance, but they neglected to care for the needy and the weak. Jesus admonished them because their hearts were not right. They were filled with pride and contempt for others. They put unnecessary burdens on others while neglecting to show charity, especially to the weak and the poor. They meticulously went through the correct motions of conventional religion while forgetting the realities.

Why does Jesus also compare them with "unmarked graves"? According to Numbers 19:16 contact with a grave made a person ritually unclean for seven days. Jesus turns the table on the Pharisees by declaring that those who come into contact with them and listen to their self-made instruction are likewise defiled by their false doctrine. They infect others with wrong ideas of God and of his intentions. Since the Pharisees are "unmarked", other people do not recognize the decay within and do not realize the danger of spiritual contamination. The Pharisees must have taken Jesus' accusation as a double insult: They are not only spiritually unclean themselves because they reject the word of God, but they also contaminate others with their dangerous "leaven" as well (see Luke 12:1).

Love lifts the burdens of others
What was the point of Jesus' lesson? The essence of God's commandments is love - love of the supreme good - God himself and love of our neighbor who is made in the image and likeness of God. God is love (1 John 4:8) and everything he does flows from his love for us. God's love is unconditional and is wholly directed towards the good of others. True love both embraces and lifts the burdens of others. Paul the Apostle reminds us that "God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given us" (Romans 5:5). Do you help your neighbors carry their burdens? God gives each of us sufficient grace for each day to love as he loves and to lift the burdens of others that they, too, may experience the grace and love of Jesus Christ.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, inflame my heart with your love that I may always pursue what matters most - love of you, my Lord and my God, and love of my fellow neighbor whom you have made in your own image and likeness. Free my heart from selfish desires that I may only have room for kindness, mercy, and goodness toward every person I know and meet.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 17, 2024

Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr

Reading 1

EPH 1:1-10

Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
 to the holy ones who are in Ephesus
 and faithful in Christ Jesus:
 grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 who has blessed us in Christ
 with every spiritual blessing in the heavens,
 as he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world,
 to be holy and without blemish before him.
 In love he destined us for adoption to himself through Jesus Christ,
 in accord with the favor of his will,
 for the praise of the glory of his grace
 that he granted us in the beloved.

In Christ we have redemption by his Blood,
 the forgiveness of transgressions,
 in accord with the riches of his grace that he lavished upon us.
 In all wisdom and insight, he has made known to us
 the mystery of his will in accord with his favor
 that he set forth in him as a plan for the fullness of times,
 to sum up all things in Christ, in heaven and on earth.

Responsorial Psalm

PS 98:1, 2-3AB, 3CD-4, 5-6

R. (2a) The Lord has made known his salvation.

Sing to the LORD a new song,
 for he has done wondrous deeds;
 His right hand has won victory for him,
 his holy arm.

R. The Lord has made known his salvation.

The LORD has made his salvation known:
 in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
 He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
 toward the house of Israel.

R. The Lord has made known his salvation.

All the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation by our God.
 Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
 break into song; sing praise.

R. The Lord has made known his salvation.

Sing praise to the LORD with the harp,
 with the harp and melodious song.
 With trumpets and the sound of the horn
 sing joyfully before the King, the LORD.

R. The Lord has made known his salvation.

Alleluia 

JN 14:6

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the way and the truth and the life, says the Lord;
 no one comes to the Father except through me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 11:47-54

The Lord said:
 “Woe to you who build the memorials of the prophets 
 whom your fathers killed.
 Consequently, you bear witness and give consent
 to the deeds of your ancestors,
 for they killed them and you do the building.
 Therefore, the wisdom of God said,
 ‘I will send to them prophets and Apostles;
 some of them they will kill and persecute’
 in order that this generation might be charged
 with the blood of all the prophets
 shed since the foundation of the world,
 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah
 who died between the altar and the temple building.
 Yes, I tell you, this generation will be charged with their blood!
 Woe to you, scholars of the law!
 You have taken away the key of knowledge.
 You yourselves did not enter and you stopped those trying to enter.”
 When Jesus left, the scribes and Pharisees
 began to act with hostility toward him
 and to interrogate him about many things,
 for they were plotting to catch him at something he might say.

Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718, or the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

Philippians 3:17-4:1

Join with others in being imitators of me, brothers and sisters,
 and observe those who thus conduct themselves
 according to the model you have in us.
 For many, as I have often told you
 and now tell you even in tears,
 conduct themselves as enemies of the cross of Christ.
 Their end is destruction.
 Their God is their stomach;
 their glory is in their "shame."
 Their minds are occupied with earthly things.
 But our citizenship is in heaven,
 and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
 He will change our lowly body
 to conform with his glorified Body
 by the power that enables him also
 to bring all things into subjection to himself.

Therefore, my brothers and sisters,
 whom I love and long for, my joy and crown,
 in this way stand firm in the Lord, beloved.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9

R. (5) The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear me and be glad.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. The Lord set me free from all my fears.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Alleluia

James 1:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed is the man who perseveres in temptation,
 for when he has been proved he will receive the crown of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 12:24-26

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Amen, amen, I say to you,
 unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
 it remains just a grain of wheat;
 but if it dies, it produces much fruit.
 Whoever loves his life loses it,
 and whoever hates his life in this world
 will preserve it for eternal life.
 Whoever serves me must follow me,
 and where I am, there also will my servant be.
 The Father will honor whoever serves me."

Reflection
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Thursday (October 17):  Do Not Lose the Key of KnowledgeMeditation: How can God's wisdom free us from being double-minded and spiritually blind? God sent his prophets to open the ears of his people to hear and understand God's word and intention for their lives. God's wisdom is personified in the voice of the prophets, a voice that often brought rejection and death because they spoke for God rather than for human favor and approval. Jesus chastised many of the religious leaders of his day for being double-minded and for demanding from others standards which they refused to satisfy. They professed admiration for the prophets from the past by building their tombs while at the same time they opposed the message that the prophets spoke in God's name. They rejected the prophets' warnings and closed their ears to the word of God.

Jesus in the key of knowledge that opens God's kingdom for us
What does Jesus mean when he says they have taken away the key of knowledge ? The religious lawyers and scribes held the "office of the keys" since they were the official interpreters of the Scriptures. Unfortunately their interpretation of the Scriptures became so distorted and difficult to understand that others were "shut off" to the Scriptures. They not only shut themselves to heaven - they also hindered others from understanding God's word. Through pride and envy, they rejected not only the prophets of old, but God's final prophet and Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is the "key of David" (see Isaiah 22:22; Revelations 3:7) who opens heaven for those who accept him as Lord and Savior. He is the "Wisdom of God" and source of everlasting life.

Humility helps us to be receptive to God's wisdom
Only the humble of heart - those who thirst for God and acknowledge his word as true - can truly understand the wisdom which comes from above. [See Psalm 119:99ff: "I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation."] God is ever ready to speak his word to us and to give us true wisdom and understanding. Do you hunger for the wisdom which comes from above?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your word take root in my heart and transform all my thoughts and actions. Give me wisdom and understanding that I may know your will for my life and have the courage to live according to it.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 18, 2024

Feast of Saint Luke, evangelist

Reading 1

2 Tm 4:10-17b

Beloved:
 Demas, enamored of the present world,
 deserted me and went to Thessalonica,
 Crescens to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia.
 Luke is the only one with me.
 Get Mark and bring him with you,
 for he is helpful to me in the ministry.
 I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus.
 When you come, bring the cloak I left with Carpus in Troas,
 the papyrus rolls, and especially the parchments.

Alexander the coppersmith did me a great deal of harm;
 the Lord will repay him according to his deeds.
 You too be on guard against him,
 for he has strongly resisted our preaching.

At my first defense no one appeared on my behalf,
 but everyone deserted me.
 May it not be held against them!
 But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength,
 so that through me the proclamation might be completed
 and all the Gentiles might hear it.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18

R. (12) Your friends make known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.

Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD,
 and let your faithful ones bless you.
 Let them discourse of the glory of your Kingdom
 and speak of your might.

R. Your friends make known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.

Making known to men your might
 and the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.
 Your Kingdom is a Kingdom for all ages,
 and your dominion endures through all generations.

R. Your friends make known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.

The LORD is just in all his ways
 and holy in all his works.
 The LORD is near to all who call upon him,
 to all who call upon him in truth.

R. Your friends make known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.

Alleluia

See Jn 15:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I chose you from the world,
 to go and bear fruit that will last, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Lk 10:1-9

The Lord Jesus appointed seventy-two disciples
 whom he sent ahead of him in pairs
 to every town and place he intended to visit.
 He said to them,
 "The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few;
 so ask the master of the harvest
 to send out laborers for his harvest.
 Go on your way;
 behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves.
 Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals;
 and greet no one along the way.
 Into whatever house you enter,
 first say, 'Peace to this household.'
 If a peaceful person lives there,
 your peace will rest on him;
 but if not, it will return to you.
 Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to you,
 for the laborer deserves payment.
 Do not move about from one house to another.
 Whatever town you enter and they welcome you,
 eat what is set before you,
 cure the sick in it and say to them,
 'The Kingdom of God is at hand for you.'"

Reflection
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Friday (October 18):  Do Not Fear Those Who Kill the BodyMeditation: What does leaven have to do with hypocrisy ? To the Jews leaven was a sign of evil. It was a piece of dough from left-over bread which fermented. Fermentation was associated with decay and rotting - the state of foul-smelling decomposition. Why did Jesus warn his disciples to avoid the ways of the Pharisees? The Pharisees wanted everyone to recognize that they were pious and good Jews because they meticulously and scrupulously performed their religious duties. Jesus turned the table on them by declaring that outward appearance doesn't always match the inward intentions of the heart. Anyone can display outward signs of goodness while inwardly harboring evil thoughts and intentions.

God's light exposes darkness and transforms our minds and hearts
The word hypocrite means actor - someone who pretends to be what he or she is not. But who can truly be good, but God alone? Hypocrisy thrives on making a good appearance and masking what they don't want others to see. The good news is that God's light exposes the darkness of evil and sin in our hearts, even the sin which is unknown to us. And God's light transforms our hearts and minds and enables us to overcome hatred with love, pride with humility, and pretense with integrity and truthfulness. God gives grace to the humble and contrite of heart to enable us to overcome the leaven of insincerity and hypocrisy in our lives.

Godly fear draws us to God's love and truth
What does fear have to do with the kingdom of God? Fear is a powerful force. It can lead us to panic and flight or it can spur us to faith and action. The fear of God is the antidote to the fear of losing one's life. "I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears... O fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him have no want! ..Come, O sons, listen to me, I will teach you the fear of the Lord." (Psalm 34:4,9,11)

What is godly fear? It is reverence for the One who made us in love and who sustains us in mercy and kindness. The greatest injury or loss which we can experience is not physical but spiritual - the loss of one's soul and life to the power of hell. A healthy fear of God leads to spiritual maturity, wisdom, and right judgment and it frees us from the tyranny of sinful pride, deceit, and cowardice - especially in the face of evil, falsehood, and deception. Do you trust in God's grace and mercy and do you submit to his life-giving word of truth and righteousness (moral goodness)?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may the light of your word free my heart from the deception of sin and consume me with a burning love for your truth and righteousness.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 19, 2024

Memorial of Saints John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, Priests, and Companions, Martyrs

Reading 1

EPH 1:15-23

Brothers and sisters:
 Hearing of your faith in the Lord Jesus
 and of your love for all the holy ones,
 I do not cease giving thanks for you,
 remembering you in my prayers,
 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
 may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation
 resulting in knowledge of him.
 May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened,
 that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call,
 what are the riches of glory
 in his inheritance among the holy ones,
 and what is the surpassing greatness of his power
 for us who believe,
 in accord with the exercise of his great might,
 which he worked in Christ,
 raising him from the dead
 and seating him at his right hand in the heavens,
 far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion,
 and every name that is named
 not only in this age but also in the one to come.
 And he put all things beneath his feet
 and gave him as head over all things to the Church,
 which is his Body,
 the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way.

Responsorial Psalm

PS 8:2-3AB, 4-5, 6-7

R. (7) You have given your Son rule over the works of your hands.

O LORD, our LORD,
 how glorious is your name over all the earth!
 You have exalted your majesty above the heavens.
 Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings
 you have fashioned praise because of your foes.

R. You have given your Son rule over the works of your hands.

When I behold your heavens, the work of your fingers,
 the moon and the stars which you set in place—
 What is man that you should be mindful of him,
 or the son of man that you should care for him?

R. You have given your Son rule over the works of your hands.

You have made him little less than the angels,
 and crowned him with glory and honor.
 You have given him rule over the works of your hands,
 putting all things under his feet.

R. You have given your Son rule over the works of your hands.

Alleluia

JN 15:26B, 27A

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Spirit of truth will testify to me, says the Lord,
 and you also will testify.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 12:8-12

Jesus said to his disciples: 
 “I tell you,
 everyone who acknowledges me before others
 the Son of Man will acknowledge before the angels of God.
 But whoever denies me before others
 will be denied before the angels of God.

“Everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven,
 but the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit
 will not be forgiven.
 When they take you before synagogues and before rulers and authorities,
 do not worry about how or what your defense will be
 or about what you are to say. 
 For the Holy Spirit will teach you at that moment what you should say.”

Memorial of Saints John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, priests and martyrs, and their companions, martyrs

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718, or the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #719-724.



Reading 1

2 Cor 4:7-15

Brothers and sisters:
 We hold this treasure in earthen vessels,
 that the surpassing power may be of God and not from us.
 We are afflicted in every way, but not constrained;
 perplexed, but not driven to despair;
 persecuted, but not abandoned;
 struck down, but not destroyed;
 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus,
 so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our body.
 For we who live are constantly being given up to death
 for the sake of Jesus,
 so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh.

So death is at work in us, but life in you.
 Since, then, we have the same spirit of faith,
 according to what is written, I believed, therefore I spoke,
 we too believe and therefore speak,
 knowing that the one who raised the Lord Jesus
 will raise us also with Jesus
 and place us with you in his presence.
 Everything indeed is for you,
 so that the grace bestowed in abundance on more and more people
 may cause the thanksgiving to overflow for the glory of God.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those who sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Alleluia

Mt 28:19a, 20b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Go and teach all nations, says the Lord;
 I am with you always, until the end of the world.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mt 28:16-20

The Eleven disciples went to Galilee,
 to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them.
 When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted.
 Then Jesus approached and said to them,
 "All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
 baptizing them in the name of the Father,
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
 And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age."

Reflection
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Saturday (October 19):  The Holy Spirit Will Teach You What to SayMeditation: What is the unforgivable sin which Jesus warns us to avoid? Jesus knows that his disciples will be tested and he assures them that the Holy Spirit will give them what they need in their time of adversity and temptation. He warns them, however, that it's possible to reject the grace of God - his favor, blessing, and help - and to fall into apostasy - giving up our faith and loyalty to Jesus Christ out of fear (being a coward), pride, or disbelief (refusing to believe and trust in the Lord Jesus). The scriptural expression to deny someone means to disown them - to have nothing to do with them anymore.

Do not reject the gift and help of the Holy Spirit
Jesus also speaks against blaspheming the Holy Spirit. What is blasphemy and why is it reprehensible (extremely bad and deserving severe rebuke)? Blasphemy consists in uttering against God, inwardly or outwardly, words of hatred, reproach, or defiance. It's contrary to the honor and respect we owe to God (who is our Father, Creator, and Savior) and to his holy name. Jesus speaks of blaspheming against the Holy Spirit as the unforgivable sin . Jesus spoke about this sin immediately after the scribes and Pharisees had attributed his miracles to the work of the devil instead of to God.

Do you trust in God's help and deliverance?
A sin can only be unforgivable if repentance (admitting wrongdoing and asking forgiveness) is impossible. If someone repeatedly closes his or her heart to God and shuts their ear to his voice, they come to a point where they can no longer recognize God even when God makes his word and presence known to them. Such a person ends up perceiving evil as good and good as evil (Isaiah 5:20). To fear such a sin, however, signals that one is not dead to God and is conscious of the need for God's merciful help and strength.

There are no limits to the mercy of God, but we can reject his mercy by refusing to ask God's pardon for our wrongdoing and by refusing to accept the help he gives us to turn away from sin and from whatever would keep us from doing his will. God gives sufficient grace (his favor and mercy towards us) and he gives sufficient help (his wisdom and strength) to all who humbly call upon him. Giving up on God and refusing to turn away from sin and disbelief results from our own sinful pride, stubborn will, and the loss of hope in God's promises.God never turns a deaf ear to those who seek his help and listen to his voice - his word of hope, pardon, and freedom from sin and oppression.

Our hope and confidence come from God
What is the basis of our hope and confidence in God? It is the free gift of his beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave his life for our sake and who now intercedes for us at the right hand of the throne of God's mercy (Hebrews 4:14-15). John the Evangelist tells us that "God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16).

Jesus' death on the cross won for us new life and freedom to live as men and women of faith, hope, and love. That is why Jesus offers us the gift and power of the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13) who enables us to live each day as God's beloved children - his sons and daughters. The love and mercy of Jesus Christ, the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of the Holy Spirit are freely given to all who acknowledge Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Is your hope securely placed in the Lord Jesus and his victory on the cross?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are my hope and my salvation. May I never waver in my hope and trust in your merciful help and strength. Let the fire of your Holy Spirit burn in my heart and fill me with a consuming love for you.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 20, 2024

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Is 53:10-11

The LORD was pleased
 to crush him in infirmity.

If he gives his life as an offering for sin,
 he shall see his descendants in a long life,
 and the will of the LORD shall be accomplished through him.

Because of his affliction
 he shall see the light in fullness
 of days;
 through his suffering, my servant shall justify many,
 and their guilt he shall bear.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22

R. (22) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

Upright is the word of the LORD,
 and all his works are trustworthy.
 He loves justice and right;
 of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him,
 upon those who hope for his kindness,
 To deliver them from death
 and preserve them in spite of famine.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

Our soul waits for the LORD,
 who is our help and our shield.
 May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us
 who have put our hope in you.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

Reading II

Heb 4:14-16

Brothers and sisters:
 Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
 Jesus, the Son of God,
 let us hold fast to our confession.
 For we do not have a high priest
 who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
 but one who has similarly been tested in every way,
 yet without sin. 
 So let us confidently approach the throne of grace
 to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.

Alleluia

Mk 10:45

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Son of Man came to serve
 and to give his life as a ransom for many.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mk 10:35-45 or 10:42-45

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus and said to him,
 "Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you." 
 He replied, "What do you wish me to do for you?" 
 They answered him, "Grant that in your glory
 we may sit one at your right and the other at your left." 
 Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. 
 Can you drink the cup that I drink
 or be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?" 
 They said to him, "We can." 
 Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink, you will drink,
 and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized;
 but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give
 but is for those for whom it has been prepared." 
 When the ten heard this, they became indignant at James and John. 
 Jesus summoned them and said to them,
 "You know that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles
 lord it over them,
 and their great ones make their authority over them felt. 
 But it shall not be so among you.
 Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant;
 whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. 
 For the Son of Man did not come to be served
 but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many."

OR:

Jesus summoned the twelve and said to them,
 "You know that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles
 lord it over them,
 and their great ones make their authority over them felt. 
 But it shall not be so among you. 
 Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant;
 whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. 
 For the Son of Man did not come to be served
 but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many."

Reflection
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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Cycle B 

 
 Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Isaiah 53:10-11 

 
 As we learned before, scripture scholars have divided Isaiah up into two (or three) groups and attributed authorship of each group to different individuals (or possibly groups of individuals), although other than Isaiah, their identity remains unknown. The first century Christians, like their brother Jews, attributed all chapters of Isaiah to one author: Isaiah.  
   
 In the sixth chapter of his book (6:1-3), Isaiah describes his call to prophetical office: “In the year King Uzziah died (737 B.C.), I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne, with the train of his garment filling the temple. Seraphim were stationed above; each of them had six wings: with two they veiled their faces, with two they veiled their feet, and with two they hovered aloft. ‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts!’ they cried one to the other. ‘All the earth is filled with his glory!’”.  
   
 As tradition ranks the choirs of angels, the seraphim are the highest, the closest to God’s burning love, which is why they are called seraphim (it means “the burning ones”). The lowest are angels (guardian angels). Since the Hebrew language cannot describe intangible things, and all angels (seraph and otherwise) are pure spirits, some form must be given them in order to describe them. In the case of the seraphim, they are winged serpents – dragons in the book of Revelation where the fallen seraph, Lucifer, is described. The snake in the Garden of Eden was also Lucifer, the winged (although not described) snake. Perhaps he is described without wings because he has fallen and can no longer fly.  
   
 The Seraphim are saying “Holy, holy, holy.” Again, the Hebrew language has no way of applying modifiers to words. They could not say “good, better, best”. In order to achieve emphasis or degree, the word was repeated. The number three was the number of completion. When we say the Holy, Holy, Holy in Mass, we are repeating the prayer of the angels as recorded in Isaiah 6:3 [and complete that prayer with “blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest” (Mark 11:9-10)].  
   
 Today we hear from what has been called Deutero- or second Isaiah. Everyone has heard of the Suffering Servant Songs of Isaiah, the first being 42:1-4, the second 49:1-6, the third 51:4-44, and the fourth 52:13-53:12. Today’s reading is the conclusion of the fourth Suffering Servant Song.  
   
 Summary: Victory, although never enjoyed by the servant during his lifetime, is proclaimed.  
   
 10 [ T]he LORD was pleased  
   
 A strong, determined love – a key word in the second part of Isaiah and occurs later in this verse where it is translated “the will of the Lord”.  
   
 to crush him in infirmity.  If he gives his life as an offering for sin,   
   
 To understand what a sin offering accomplished (expiation of sins) we must look at Leviticus 16:15-22 and what it did not do – remove all sinfulness (Leviticus 16:7-10). The sin offering was a liturgical rite which sanctified the altar and holy places. It is a sacrifice for willful sins. Phrases such as this accentuate the heavy sin consciousness of Israel; especially during periods of exile.  
   
 he shall see his descendants in a long life, and the will of the LORD shall be accomplished through him. 11 Because of his affliction he shall see the light in fullness of days; Through his suffering,   
   
 The Hebrew text reads “by his knowledge”. By full union with a suffering people.  
   
 my servant shall justify many, and their guilt he shall bear.  
    
 He will share his own goodness with them and thus fulfill all divine promises. Although the servant’s innocence separates him from the rest of Israel, he always identifies himself with his sorrowful fellow men. His divine gifts become their means to salvation (Romans 3:2b). 

 

2nd Reading - Hebrews 4:14-16 

 
 Last week we heard about God’s judgment and how He can discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart. This week we begin the section of the book of Hebrews which discusses how Christ, our high priest, is greater than the priests of the Mosaic Law. Our confidence is based on Christ’s high priesthood. He is the perfect priest because He is merciful and compassionate. As man, He has experienced the sufferings that affect us, although He was free from sin. Since He knows our weaknesses so well, He can give us the help we need, and when He comes to judge us, He will take that weakness into account. We should respond to the Lord’s goodness by staying true to our profession of faith. A Christian needs to live up to all the demands of his calling; he should be single-minded and free from doubts.  
   
 14 [ S]ince we have a great high priest   
   
 This is the only place in the Letter to the Hebrews where Jesus is designated a “great” high priest. Usually, the author refers to him as “high priest” or simply “priest”. Here the designation indicates His superiority over the Jewish high priest, with whom the sacred writer constantly compares Him.  
   
 who has passed through the heavens,   
   
 Came down from heaven  
   
 Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession.   
   
 This confession is “Jesus is Lord” (Romans 10:9, 1 Corinthians 12:3). Jesus is mediator of the New Covenant just as Moses was of the old. He is High Priest like the priests of the Old Covenant prior to the golden calf and the creation of the Aaronite and Levitical priesthood.  
   
 15    For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has similarly been tested in every way, yet without sin.   
   
 These tests (temptations) did not occur only once (see Matthew 4:1-11 for the temptation in the desert) but were a constant accompaniment of His life (see Luke 22:28). The only difference is that Jesus never succumbed to His temptations; unlike His followers.  
   
 16    So let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.  
   
 The throne of grace is the ark of the covenant where Jesus’ offering to the Father is being offered continually (Revelation 5:6). 

 

Gospel - Mark 10:35-45 

 
 This week we study Jesus’ third teaching on Christology and discipleship. Each of the other two teachings started with Jesus predicting His passion. The first prediction ended with Jesus telling Peter “Get behind me, Satan,” telling him to remain a follower and stop tempting Him. The second prediction “the Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him and after three days he will rise” was not understood by His disciples and they were afraid to question Him about it – perhaps because of His reaction to Peter after the first prediction.  
   
 This third teaching also starts with a passion prediction, although it is not included in today’s reading. As way of background, let’s now listen to this third passion prediction and follow it immediately with the gospel reading. This is Jesus speaking:  
   
 “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and hand him over to the Gentiles who will mock him, spit upon him, scourge him, and put him to death, but after three days he will rise.” (Mark 10:33-34).  
   
 35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him and said to him,   
   
 Along with Peter they were the inner circle among the disciples. These three were the only ones present at the transfiguration, at the raising of Jairus’ daughter, and in the garden of Gethsemane. They should have known better than make the request.   
   
 “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”   
   
 In the parallel gospel (Matthew 20:20) their mother is the one who makes the request.  
   
 36 He replied, “What do you wish (me) to do for you?” 37 They answered him, “Grant that in your glory   
   
 It is not clear whether they yet recognize that Jesus must die and rise again. They may still be hoping for a messiah who will salvage the worldly kingdom and reign in glory on earth.  
   
 we may sit  
   
 The request recalls Jesus’ promise of twelve thrones (Matthew 19:28; Luke 22:28-30).  
   
 one at your right and the other at your left.”   
   
 The places of honor when the messiah presides at the messianic banquet  
   
 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I drink   
   
 The image of the cup is suffering and death (see Isaiah 51:17-22; Jeremiah 25:15). In Jesus’ case this is the third cup of the Passover meal, the cup of blessing, which started his passion – and the 4th cup, the cup of completion, which was drunk on the cross (the sour wine) which ended His passion (see Mark 14:36).  
   
 “I bless you, Lord, because you have granted me this day and hour, that I may be numbered among the martyrs, to share the cup of Christ and to rise again unto life everlasting, both in body and soul, in the immortality of the Holy Spirit. May I be received among them this day in Your presence, a rich and acceptable sacrifice, just as You have prepared and revealed beforehand and fulfilled, for You who are the God of truth and in You there is no falsehood” [Saint Polycarp of Smyrna (A.D. 156), as recorded in the Martyrdom of Polycarp, 14 (written ca. A.D. 158)].  
   
 or be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?”   
   
 See Romans 6:3; Luke 12:50. Since suffering purifies the soul, Jesus draws the parallel with baptism which washes away sin (Isaiah 43:2).  
   
 39 They said to him, “We can.”   
   
 This answer is full of irony considering their subsequent cowardice during the passion, although James was later martyred (Acts 12:2).  
   
 Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink, you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40 but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give but is for those for whom it has been prepared.”   
   
 Matthew 20:23 gives this prerogative to the Father. This saying implies some subordination of Jesus to the Father and was exploited by the Arians in early Christological debates. For whom these places are reserved is not clear.  
   
 41    When the ten heard this, they became indignant at James and John.   
   
 This verse attaches the following teaching about Christian leadership to the preceding story.   
   
 42    Jesus summoned them and said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones make their authority over them felt.   
   
 Leadership is described as raw power.  
   
 43 But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant;  
   
 Note the contrast of leadership as service to the previous image of raw power. Just like the second instruction on discipleship, service is the key (Anyone who wishes to be first shall be the last of all and the servant of all) (Mark 9:35). The key to both passages is the Greek word diakonos (means “one who waits on tables”). [See Acts 6:1-6 for the ordination of the first deacons].  
   
 44 whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all.  
   
 Even more humble than a servant  
   
 45 For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  
   
 (See Isaiah 53:11-12) Since the golden calf, the Israelites have been the slaves of God. They have been unable to approach God without an animal sacrifice. Now, through Jesus’ sacrifice, we are no longer slaves but sons of God (Romans 8:15-17).  
   
 “He is our sanctification, as Himself being purity, that the pure may be encompassed by His purity. He is our redemption, because He sets us free who were held captive under sin, giving Himself as a ransom for us, the sacrifice to make expiation for the world. He is our resurrection, because He raises up, and brings to life again, those who were slain by sin” [Gregory of Nazianz (A.D. 380), Theological Orations, 4,20].  
   
 “He shared with us our punishment, but not our sin. Death is the punishment of sin (Genesis 2:17). The Lord Jesus Christ came to die; He did not come to sin. By sharing with us the penalty without the sin, He canceled both the penalty and the sin” [Saint Augustine of Hippo (between A.D. 391-430), Sermons on the Liturgical Seasons, For the Easter Season, (No. 231,2)].  
   
 Summary: Our attitude should be that of our Lord: we should seek to serve God and men with a truly supernatural outlook, not expecting any return. We should serve even those who do not appreciate the service we do them. This doesn’t make any sense if judged by human standards but the Christian identified with Christ takes pride in serving others – by doing so he shares in Christ’s mission. If Jesus is truly King, then we must be His willing servants, willingly doing His bidding. 
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Sunday (October 20):  Not to Be Served but to ServeMeditation: Who doesn't want to be first, and to be esteemed and honored by others? We seem to have an unquenchable thirst for recognition and fame, power and authority to rule our own lives as we please as well as the lives of others. Should we be surprised to see the disciples of Jesus thirsting for power, position, and authority? James and John, the sons of Zebedee, urged their mother to strike a deal with Jesus, their Master and Messiah. They wanted the distinction of being first and most important in position, next to Jesus, of course!

Jesus turns authority and power upside down
When Jesus called the twelve apostles to be his inner circle of disciples who would teach and exercise spiritual authority on his behalf, he did the unthinkable! Jesus taught contrary to the world's understanding of power, authority, and position, by reversing the order of master and servant, lord and subject, first and last! Jesus wedded authority with love, position with sacrifice, and service with humility. Authority without love is over-bearing and slavish. Position without respect and concern for the subordinate is demeaning and rude. And service without generosity and sacrifice is cheap and unkind.

Those who wish to serve with the Lord Jesus and to exercise authority in God's kingdom must be prepared to sacrifice - not just some of their time, money, and resources - but their whole lives and all that they possess! Jesus used stark language to explain what kind of sacrifice he had in mind. His disciples must drink his cup if they expect to reign with him in his kingdom. The cup he had in mind was a bitter one involving crucifixion. What kind of cup does the Lord have in mind for us? For some disciples such a cup entails physical suffering and the painful struggle of martyrdom. But for many, it entails the long routine of the Christian life, with all its daily sacrifices, disappointments, set-backs, struggles, and temptations.

Christ's way of love and service
A disciple of Jesus must be ready to lay down his or her life - each and every day in the little and big sacrifices required - and even to the point of shedding one's blood if necessary for the sake of Christ and his Gospel. What makes such sacrifice a joy rather than a burden? It is love - the kind of "love which God has poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us" (Romans 5:5). An early church father summed up Jesus' teaching with the expression: "to serve is to reign with Christ." We share in God's reign by laying down our lives in humble service and love for one another, just as Jesus did for our sake. Are you ready to lay down your life and to serve others as Jesus has taught and modeled for us?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, make me a servant of love for your kingdom, that I may seek to serve rather than be served. Inflame my heart with love that I may give generously and serve joyfully for your sake.
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October 21, 2024

Monday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

EPH 2:1-10

Brothers and sisters:
 You were dead in your transgressions and sins
 in which you once lived following the age of this world,
 following the ruler of the power of the air,
 the spirit that is now at work in the disobedient.
 All of us once lived among them in the desires of our flesh,
 following the wishes of the flesh and the impulses,
 and we were by nature children of wrath, like the rest.
 But God, who is rich in mercy,
 because of the great love he had for us,
 even when we were dead in our transgressions,
 brought us to life with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
 raised us up with him,
 and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus,
 that in the ages to come
 he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace
 in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
 For by grace you have been saved through faith,
 and this is not from you; it is the gift of God;
 it is not from works, so no one may boast.
 For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for good works
 that God has prepared in advance,
 that we should live in them.

Responsorial Psalm

PS 100:1B-2, 3, 4AB, 4C-5

R. (3b) The Lord made us, we belong to him.

Sing joyfully to the LORD all you lands;
 serve the LORD with gladness;
 come before him with joyful song.

R. The Lord made us, we belong to him.

Know that the LORD is God;
 he made us, his we are;
 his people, the flock he tends.

R. The Lord made us, we belong to him.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
 his courts with praise.

R. The Lord made us, we belong to him.

Give thanks to him; bless his name, for he is good:
 the LORD, whose kindness endures forever,
 and his faithfulness, to all generations.

R. The Lord made us, we belong to him.

Alleluia

MT 5:3

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are the poor in spirit;
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 12:13-21

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus,
 “Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me.”
 He replied to him,
 “Friend, who appointed me as your judge and arbitrator?”
 Then he said to the crowd,
 “Take care to guard against all greed,
 for though one may be rich,
 one’s life does not consist of possessions.”

Then he told them a parable.
 “There was a rich man whose land produced a bountiful harvest.
 He asked himself, ‘What shall I do,
 for I do not have space to store my harvest?’
 And he said, ‘This is what I shall do:
 I shall tear down my barns and build larger ones.
 There I shall store all my grain and other goods
 and I shall say to myself, “Now as for you,
 you have so many good things stored up for many years,
 rest, eat, drink, be merry!”’
 But God said to him,
 ‘You fool, this night your life will be demanded of you;
 and the things you have prepared, to whom will they belong?’
 Thus will it be for the one who stores up treasure for himself
 but is not rich in what matters to God.”

Reflection
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Monday (October 21):  Storing up True RichesMeditation: Have you ever tried to settle a money dispute or an inheritance issue? Inheritance disputes are rarely ever easy to resolve, especially when the relatives or close associates of the deceased benefactor cannot agree on who should get what and who should get the most. Why did Jesus refuse to settle an inheritance dispute between two brothers? He saw that the heart of the issue was not justice or fairness but rather greed and possessiveness.

Loving possessions rather than loving my neighbor
The ten commandments were summarized into two prohibitions - do not worship false idols and do not covet what belongs to another. It's the flip side of the two great commandments - love God and love your neighbor. Jesus warned the man who wanted half of his brother's inheritance to "beware of all covetousness." To covet is to wish to get wrongfully what another possesses or to begrudge what God has given to another. Jesus restates the commandment "do not covet", but he also states that a person's life does not consist in the abundance of his or her possessions.

August of Hippo (354-430 AD) comments on Jesus' words to the brother who wanted more: Greed wants to divide, just as love desires to gather. What is the significance of 'guard against all greed,' unless it is 'fill yourselves with love?' We, possessing love for our portion, inconvenience the Lord because of our brother just as that man did against his brother, but we do not use the same plea. He said, 'Master, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.' We say, 'Master, tell my brother that he may have my inheritance.' ( Sermon 265.9 )

The fool who was possessed by his riches
Jesus reinforces his point with a parable about a foolish rich man (Luke 12:16-21). Why does Jesus call this wealthy landowner a fool? Jesus does not fault the rich man for his industriousness and skill in acquiring wealth, but rather for his egoism and selfishness - it's mine, all mine, and no one else's . This parable is similar to the parable of the rich man who refused to give any help to the beggar Lazarus ( Luke 16:19-31 ). The rich fool had lost the capacity to be concerned for others. His life was consumed with his possessions and his only interests were in himself. His death was the final loss of his soul! What is Jesus' lesson on using material possessions? It is in giving that we receive. Those who are rich towards God receive ample reward - not only in this life - but in eternity as well.

Where is your treasure?
In this little parable Jesus probes our heart - where is your treasure? Treasure has a special connection to the heart, the place of desire and longing, the place of will and focus. The thing we most set our heart on is our highest treasure. What do you treasure above all else?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, free my heart from all possessiveness and from coveting what belongs to another. May I desire you alone as the one true treasure worth possessing above all else. Help me to make good use of the material blessings you give me that I may use them generously for your glory and for the good of others.
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October 22, 2024

Tuesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

EPH 2:12-22

Brothers and sisters:
 You were at that time without Christ,
 alienated from the community of Israel
 and strangers to the covenants of promise,
 without hope and without God in the world.
 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off
 have become near by the Blood of Christ.

For he is our peace, he made both one
 and broke down the dividing wall of enmity, through his Flesh,
 abolishing the law with its commandments and legal claims,
 that he might create in himself one new person in place of the two,
 thus establishing peace,
 and might reconcile both with God,
 in one Body, through the cross,
 putting that enmity to death by it.
 He came and preached peace to you who were far off
 and peace to those who were near,
 for through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.

So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners,
 but you are fellow citizens with the holy ones
 and members of the household of God, 
 built upon the foundation of the Apostles and prophets,
 with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone.
 Through him the whole structure is held together
 and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord;
 in him you also are being built together
 into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm

PS 85:9AB-10, 11-12, 13-14

R. (see 9) The Lord speaks of peace to his people.

I will hear what God proclaims;
 the LORD–for he proclaims peace.
 Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him,
 glory dwelling in our land.

R. The Lord speaks of peace to his people.

Kindness and truth shall meet;
 justice and peace shall kiss.
 Truth shall spring out of the earth,
 and justice shall look down from heaven.

R. The Lord speaks of peace to his people.

The LORD himself will give his benefits;
 our land shall yield its increase.
 Justice shall walk before him,
 and salvation, along the way of his steps.

R. The Lord speaks of peace to his people.

Alleluia

LK 21:36

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Be vigilant at all times and pray
 that you may have the strength to stand before the Son of Man.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 12:35-38

Jesus said to his disciples: 
 “Gird your loins and light your lamps
 and be like servants who await their master’s return from a wedding,
 ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks.
 Blessed are those servants
 whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival.
 Amen, I say to you, he will gird himself,
 have them recline at table, and proceed to wait on them.
 And should he come in the second or third watch
 and find them prepared in this way,
 blessed are those servants.”

Optional Memorial of Saint John Paul II, Pope

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For a Pope (#719-724).



Reading 1

Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains
 are the feet of him who brings glad tidings,
 Announcing peace, bearing good news,
 announcing salvation, and saying to Zion,
 "Your God is King!"
 Hark! Your sentinels raise a cry,
 together they shout for joy,
 For they see directly, before their eyes,
 the LORD restoring Zion.
 Break out together in song,
 O ruins of Jerusalem!
 For the LORD comforts his people,
 he redeems Jerusalem.
 The LORD has bared his holy arm
 in the sight of all the nations;
 All the ends of the earth will behold
 the salvation of our God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name. 

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds. 

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
 give to the LORD glory and praise;
 give to the LORD the glory due his name! 

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity. 

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Alleluia

John 10:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 21:15-17

After Jesus had revealed himself to his disciples and
 eaten breakfast with them, he said to Simon Peter,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs."
 He then said to Simon Peter a second time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
 He said to him, "Tend my sheep."
 He said to him the third time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time,
 "Do you love me?" and he said to him,
 "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep."

Reflection
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Tuesday (October 22):  When the Master Knocks - Open at OnceMeditation: If the Lord Jesus knocked on your door today would you be ready and eager to receive him? He wants us to be prepared for his coming - today, tomorrow, at the hour of our departure from this life (our death), and when he comes again at the end of this present world to reward those who have believed in him - the only begotten Son of the Father in heaven who was sent to deliver us from sin and death. The Lord Jesus calls to us each and every day. He says, " Listen! I am standing and knocking at your door. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and we will eat together " (Revelations 3:20).

Be watchful and ready to serve the Lord when he calls
Jesus told his followers a parable from everyday life that illustrated the necessity of being prepared to open the door at once when the Master of the house knocks and calls for his servants to let him in. Doors in the ancient world were often bolted from the inside, especially at night, to keep out thieves and troublemakers. Servants who knew their master's voice were expected to be vigilant and prepared to unbolt the door and let him in without a moment's delay. This required a listening ear and attentive spirit that could block out other noises and distractions. If the servants refused to answer the door or delayed too long, they could expect a rebuke or punishment from the master.

The Lord and Master serves us
But Jesus' story adds an unexpected reward for those who open at once - even in the middle of the night when everyone is fast asleep. The master who returns from a wedding feast to his home late at night does the unthinkable when his servants greet him at the door. He puts on a servant's uniform and apron and seats his servants at his own table. And then - to their astonishment no doubt - the master himself waits on his servants at table by serving them his choice food and drink. Jesus' parable turns the world's way of thinking upside-down. The master rewards his faithful servants by serving them himself with the best provision, care, and service he can offer.

The Lord Jesus became a servant for our sake
This story illustrates the amazing generous spirit, servant-hearted love, and profound humility of God who is the exalted Lord and Master over all he has created. The Father sent his only begotten Son to become a man for our sake who shed his blood for us on the cross to save us from slavery to sin and Satan and victory over death through his resurrection power that gives us new abundant life in his Spirit. Paul the Apostle tells us that Jesus who was equal with the Father, nonetheless, humbled himself and became a servant for our sake (Philippians 2:5-8).

Do you listen for the voice of the Lord calling to you? And are you ready to receive him today so that you may be nourished with his life-giving word that has power to transform you into his likeness and way of steadfast love and merciful goodness? The Lord Jesus offers us rich food and provision for our daily lives. But we can miss his daily provision if we allow our hearts, minds, and ears to be distracted with other things - even good things that crowd out his voice and invitation to let him enter and feast with us.

The Lord loves faithfulness
Jesus' parable also has an important lesson for each one of us as well. Just as Jesus was faithful and ready to obey his Father in everything - even to the point of laying down his life for us on the cross, we, too are called to be faithful and ready to do whatever our heavenly Father commands us. How can we serve as Jesus served and be faithful to the end of our days? Only love - the love which God has poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us (Romans 5:5) - can transform us and fill us with joy and courage in offering our lives in humble service to God and one another. The Lord Jesus sets us free from fear and pride so we can love and serve one another as he has loved and served each one of us (Ephesians 5:2). Ask the Lord to give you a servant heart and a willing spirit that is ready to listen and eager to obey.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you loved me first and you gave your life for me. Fill me with a joyful heart and a generous spirit that is ready to serve and to do whatever you command.
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October 23, 2024

Wednesday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

EPH 3:2-12

Brothers and sisters:
 You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace
 that was given to me for your benefit,
 namely, that the mystery was made known to me by revelation,
 as I have written briefly earlier.
 When you read this
 you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,
 which was not made known to human beings in other generations
 as it has now been revealed
 to his holy Apostles and prophets by the Spirit,
 that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same Body,
 and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.

Of this I became a minister by the gift of God’s grace
 that was granted me in accord with the exercise of his power.
 To me, the very least of all the holy ones, this grace was given,
 to preach to the Gentiles the inscrutable riches of Christ,
 and to bring to light for all what is the plan of the mystery
 hidden from ages past in God who created all things,
 so that the manifold wisdom of God
 might now be made known through the Church
 to the principalities and authorities in the heavens.
 This was according to the eternal purpose
 that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord,
 in whom we have boldness of speech
 and confidence of access through faith in him.



Responsorial Psalm

IS 12:2-3, 4BCD, 5-6

R. (see 3) You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

God indeed is my savior;
 I am confident and unafraid.
 My strength and my courage is the LORD,
 and he has been my savior.
 With joy you will draw water
 at the fountain of salvation.

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

Give thanks to the LORD, acclaim his name;
 among the nations make known his deeds,
 proclaim how exalted is his name.

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

Sing praise to the LORD for his glorious achievement;
 let this be known throughout all the earth.
 Shout with exultation, O city of Zion,
 for great in your midst
 is the Holy One of Israel!

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

Alleluia

MT 24:42A, 44

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Stay awake!
 For you do not know when the Son of Man will come.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 12:39-48

Jesus said to his disciples: 
 “Be sure of this:
 if the master of the house had known the hour
 when the thief was coming,
 he would not have let his house be broken into.
 You also must be prepared,
 for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.”

Then Peter said,
 “Lord, is this parable meant for us or for everyone?”
 And the Lord replied,
 “Who, then, is the faithful and prudent steward
 whom the master will put in charge of his servants
 to distribute the food allowance at the proper time?
 Blessed is that servant whom his master on arrival finds doing so.
 Truly, I say to you, he will put him
 in charge of all his property.
 But if that servant says to himself,
 ‘My master is delayed in coming,’
 and begins to beat the menservants and the maidservants,
 to eat and drink and get drunk,
 then that servant’s master will come
 on an unexpected day and at an unknown hour
 and will punish the servant severely
 and assign him a place with the unfaithful.
 That servant who knew his master’s will
 but did not make preparations nor act in accord with his will
 shall be beaten severely;
 and the servant who was ignorant of his master’s will
 but acted in a way deserving of a severe beating
 shall be beaten only lightly. 
 Much will be required of the person entrusted with much,
 and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.”

Optional Memorial of Saint John of Capistrano, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #719-724.



Reading 1

2 Corinthians 5:14-20

Brothers and sisters:
 The love of Christ impels us,
 once we have come to the conviction that one died for all;
 therefore, all have died.
 He indeed died for all,
 so that those who live might no longer live for themselves
 but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

Consequently, from now on we regard no one according to the flesh;
 even if we once knew Christ according to the flesh,
 yet now we know him so no longer.
 So whoever is in Christ is a new creation:
 the old things have passed away;
 behold, new things have come.
 And all this is from God,
 who has reconciled us to himself through Christ
 and given us the ministry of reconciliation,
 namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
 not counting their trespasses against them
 and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
 So we are ambassadors for Christ,
 as if God were appealing through us.
 We implore you on behalf of Christ,
 be reconciled to God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalms 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11

R. (see 5a) You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
 I say to the LORD, "My Lord are you."
 O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
 you it is who hold fast my lot.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

I bless the LORD who counsels me;
 even in the night my heart exhorts me.
 I set the LORD ever before me;
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

You will show me the path to life,
 fullness of joys in your presence,
 the delights at your right hand forever.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 9:57-62

As Jesus and his disciples were proceeding on their journey
 someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go."
 Jesus answered him,
 "Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests,
 but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head."
 And to another he said, "Follow me."
 But he replied, "Lord, let me go first and bury my father."
 But he answered him, "Let the dead bury their dead.
 But you, go and proclaim the Kingdom of God."
 And another said, "I will follow you, Lord,
 but first let me say farewell to my family at home."
 He said, "No one who sets a hand to the plow
 and looks to what was left behind is fit for the Kingdom of God."

Reflection
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Wednesday (October 23):  Be Ready to Answer - the Lord Draws NearMeditation: What lesson can we draw from Jesus' parable about a thief in the night and the parable of the rich master who returns unexpectedly to reward or dismiss his servants for how they have served his estate while he was away? Both parables confront us with the possibility of losing everything we possess and treasure now as well as the future inheritance that is saved up for us.

The thief in the night
Jesus' story (parable) of the thief in the night brings home the necessity for careful watchfulness and staying alert to avert the danger of plunder and loss of livelhood (all that we need to sustain us now and in the future). The thief comes uninvited, especially under the cover of darkness and secrecy! While no thief would announce his intention in advance, nor the time when he would strike, lack of vigilance invites serious loss for those who have not kept their home and treasure secure at all times! The intruder strikes when he is least expected!

Don't lose the treasure of God's kingdom
What kind of treasure does the Lord Jesus expect us to vigilantly guard and protect in this present life? It is the treasure of his kingdom and the gifts and graces he has won for us - the gift of salvation purchased by the blood of Christ who died for us on the cross to free us from slavery to sin and Satan, and the gift of abundant new life which Christ won for us through his resurection victory over death, and the gift of the Holy Spirit who comes to live in us and empower us with supernatural faith, hope, and love that endure forever. The Father and the Son come to dwell in us through the gift of the Holy Spirit who makes his home with us. But we can lose the treasure and gifts of God if we do not guard our hearts and minds and hold to the truth of God's word and live according to his wise precepts, teaching, and just laws. Whose voice and counsel do you trust and follow?

Satan comes like a thief in the night to rob us of our faith and to draw us away from God's will for our lives. Satan works in the "world" (that society of men and women who are opposed to God and his commandments) and with our own "flesh" (those sinful inclinations within us that tempt us to do what is wrong and evil). And Satan wispers to us false promises to make us believe that we can find happiness and joy apart from God and his will for us.

The prophet Jeremiah reminds us that our hearts apart from God are easily deceived (Jeremiah 17:9). How easily we put off for another day what God requires of us today - to walk humbly, repent sincerely, forgive quickly, and to trust in his merciful love and grace at all times. God offers us his mercy and abundant grace (his divine presence, power, and wise counsel) to turn away from sin, deception, and disobedience. But we must not presume that we can put off for another day what must be done today.

The Lord Jesus reminds us that the "Day of the Lord" will come unexpectedly like a thief in the night. Will we be ready to receive the Lord when he comes to speak to us today, and when he ushers us to stand before his throne and meet him face-to-face to hear his final verdict on the Day of Judgment. Which verdict do you wish to hear? In Matthew's Gospel account, Jesus opens the curtain of the heavenly court room and gives a glimpse of his verdict on that day:
34 Then the King will say to those at his right hand, `Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' ...41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, `Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' - Matthew 25:34-36, 41-43


The Lord rewards those who are faithful and wise
Jesus ends his teaching on watchfulness and vigilance with another parable about a master and his servants (Matthew 24:.45-49). The storyline is similar. There is an element of surprise - the master suddenly returns home unexpectedly, probably from a long journey. He rewards one servant for his faithful loyalty and devoted service to his master. He has performed his service dutifully and has done all that the master required of him.

He punishes the other servant who was disloyal, disobedient, and acted shamefully. This servant was not only irresponsible - he was frequently absent from his work and misused his master's money for personal gain by throwing lavish parties (eating and drinking) for his friends. The disloyal servant also abused his fellow workers with physical force and violence - probably to make them do the work he was supposed to do for his master. When the master returns and discovers the unfaithful servant who has wasted his master's goods and mistreated his fellow servants, the master gives him what he deserves. He dismisses him from his service and throws him out of his house - and sends him to the worst of possible places - a prison of no return where there is nothing but torment and misery. Should we be surprised to see the master acting with such swift judgment? The master rewards his faithful servants with honor, blessing, and promotion in his service, and he gives to his disobedient and unfaithful servants the just punishment they deserve - the loss of honor, privilege, and joy of sharing in the master's good friendship forever.

Are you ready to meet the Lord?
The Lord Jesus calls us to be vigilant in watching for his return and to be ready to meet him when he calls us to himself. The Lord gives us his Holy Spirit so that we may have the wisdom, strength, and help we need to turn away from own sin and to embrace God's way of love, justice, and holiness. The Lord's warning of judgment causes dismay for those who are unprepared, but it brings joyful hope to those who eagerly wait for his return in glory. God's judgment is good news for those who are ready to meet him face to face when he returns. Their reward is God himself, the source of all truth, beauty, goodness, love and everlasting life. Are you ready to receive his grace and help today to walk in faithfulness and obedience, trust and hope, steadfast love and mercy?


Prayer: Lord Jesus, you have captured my heart for you. Make me strong in faith, steadfast in hope, and generous in love that I may seek to please you in all things and bring you glory. May I always be watchful and ready to answer when you draw near.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 24, 2024

Thursday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

EPH 3:14-21

Brothers and sisters:
 I kneel before the Father,
 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,
 that he may grant you in accord with the riches of his glory
 to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner self,
 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
 that you, rooted and grounded in love,
 may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones
 what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
 so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Now to him who is able to accomplish far more than all we ask or imagine,
 by the power at work within us,
 to him be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus
 to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.



Responsorial Psalm

PS 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19

R. (5b) The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

Exult, you just, in the LORD;
 praise from the upright is fitting.
 Give thanks to the LORD on the harp;
 with the ten-stringed lyre chant his praises.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

For upright is the word of the LORD,
 and all his works are trustworthy.
 He loves justice and right;
 of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

But the plan of the LORD stands forever;
 the design of his heart, through all generations.
 Blessed the nation whose God is the LORD,
 the people he has chosen for his own inheritance.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

But see, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him,
 upon those who hope for his kindness,
 To deliver them from death
 and preserve them in spite of famine.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia

PHIL 3:8-9

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I consider all things so much rubbish
 that I may gain Christ and be found in him.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 12:49-53

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “I have come to set the earth on fire,
 and how I wish it were already blazing!
 There is a baptism with which I must be baptized,
 and how great is my anguish until it is accomplished!
 Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth?
 No, I tell you, but rather division.
 From now on a household of five will be divided,
 three against two and two against three;
 a father will be divided against his son
 and a son against his father, 
 a mother against her daughter
 and a daughter against her mother,
 a mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #719-724.



Reading 1

Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains
 are the feet of him who brings glad tidings,
 Announcing peace, bearing good news,
 announcing salvation, and saying to Zion,
 "Your God is King!"
 Hark! Your sentinels raise a cry,
 together they shout for joy,
 For they see directly, before their eyes,
 the LORD restoring Zion.
 Break out together in song,
 O ruins of Jerusalem!
 For the LORD comforts his people,
 he redeems Jerusalem.
 The LORD has bared his holy arm
 in the sight of all the nations;
 All the ends of the earth will behold
 the salvation of our God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
 give to the LORD glory and praise;
 give to the LORD the glory due his name!

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Alleluia

Mark 1:17

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come after me, says the Lord,
 and I will make you fishers of men.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 1:14-20

After John the Baptist had been arrested,
 Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the Gospel of God:
 "This is the time of fulfillment.
 The Kingdom of God is at hand.
 Repent, and believe in the Gospel."

As he passed by the Sea of Galilee,
 he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea;
 they were fishermen.
 Jesus said to them,
 "Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men."
 Then they abandoned their nets and followed him.
 He walked along a little farther
 and saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John.
 They too were in a boat mending their nets.
 Then he called them.
 So they left their father Zebedee in the boat
 along with the hired men and followed him.

Reflection
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Thursday (October 24):  I Came to Cast Fire upon the EarthMeditation: Do you want to be on fire for God? Jesus shocked his disciples when he declared that he would cast fire and cause division rather than peace upon the earth. What kind of fire did Jesus have in mind here?

The fire of God's purifying love and cleansing word
The image of fire in biblical times was often associated with God and with his action in the world and in the lives of his people. God sometimes manifested his presence by use of fire, such as God's revelation to Moses through the burning bush in the wilderness which was not consumed by the flames (Exodus 3:2). God assured the Hebrew people of his continual presence, guidance, and protection for them through the wilderness for forty years with the pillar of fire by night and a pillar of cloud by day (Exodus 13:21-22). The prophet Elijah called down fire from heaven to reveal God's presence and power and to purify the people of false idols (1 Kings 18:36-39). The image of fire was also used as a sign of God's glory (Ezekiel 1:4, 13) and holiness (Deuteronomy 4:24), his protective presence (2 Kings 6:17), and his righteous judgment (Zechariah 13:9) and holy wrath against sin (Isaiah 66:15-16).

Fire is also a sign and symbol of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. John the Baptist said that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Matthew 3:11-12 and Luke 3:16-17). When the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples at Pentecost "tongues of fire" appeared above their heads (Acts 2:3). We can see from both the Old and New Testament Scriptures that God's fire purifies and cleanses to make us clean (sins washed away) and holy (fit to offer him acceptable praise and worship), and it inspires a reverent fear (awe in God's presence) and respect (obeying and giving God his due) for God and for his holy word.

Loyalty unites - division separates
Why did Jesus link fire from heaven with costly division on the earth? Did he expect his followers to take his statement of "father against son and son against father" and "mother against daughter and daughter against mother" literally? Or was he intentionally using a figure of speech to emphasize the choice and cost of following him above all else? Jesus used a typical Hebrew hyperbole (a figure of speech which uses strong language and exaggeration for emphasis) to drive home an important lesson. We often do the same when we want to emphasize something very strongly. Jesus' hyperbole, however, did contain a real warning that the Gospel message does have serious consequences for our lives.

When Jesus spoke about division within families he likely had in mind the prophecy of Micah: a man's enemies are the men of his own household (Micah 7:6). The essence of Christianity is loyalty to Jesus Christ - the Son of God and Savior of the world - a loyalty that takes precedence over every other relationship. The love of God compels us to choose who will be first in our lives. To place any relationship (or anything else) above God is a form of idolatry.

Who do you love first and foremost?
Jesus challenges his disciples to examine who they love first and foremost. A true disciple loves God above all else and is willing to forsake all for Jesus Christ. Jesus insists that his disciples give him the loyalty which is only due to God, a loyalty which is higher than spouse or kin. It is possible that family and friends can become our enemies if the thought of them keeps us from doing what we know God wants us to do. Does the love of Jesus Christ compel you to put God first in all you do (2 Corinthians 5:14)?

The Gospel message is good news for those who seek pardon, peace, and the abundant life which God offers us through his Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus offers true freedom to those who believe in him - freedom from slavery to sin, Satan, and the oppressive forces of hatred and evil that can destroy body, mind, and spirit. Do you listen to the voice of your Savior and trust in his word? Commit your ways to him, obey his word, and you will find true peace, joy, and happiness in the Lord your God.


Prayer: Lord Jesus, may the fire of your love consume me and transform my life that I may truly desire nothing more than life with you. Fill me with the power of your Holy Spirit that I may always seek to please you and do your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 25, 2024

Friday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Eph 4:1-6

Brothers and sisters:
 I, a prisoner for the Lord,
 urge you to live in a manner worthy of the call you have received,
 with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
 bearing with one another through love,
 striving to preserve the unity of the spirit
 through the bond of peace; 
 one Body and one Spirit,
 as you were also called to the one hope of your call;
 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;
 one God and Father of all,
 who is over all and through all and in all.

Responsorial Psalm

24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6

R. (see 6) Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

The LORD’s are the earth and its fullness;
 the world and those who dwell in it.
 For he founded it upon the seas
 and established it upon the rivers.

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD?
 or who may stand in his holy place?
 He whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean,
 who desires not what is vain.

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

He shall receive a blessing from the LORD,
 a reward from God his savior.
 Such is the race that seeks for him,
 that seeks the face of the God of Jacob.

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

Alleluia

See Mt 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 12:54-59

Jesus said to the crowds,
 “When you see a cloud rising in the west
 you say immediately that it is going to rain–and so it does;
 and when you notice that the wind is blowing from the south
 you say that it is going to be hot–and so it is.
 You hypocrites!
 You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky;
 why do you not know how to interpret the present time?

“Why do you not judge for yourselves what is right?
 If you are to go with your opponent before a magistrate,
 make an effort to settle the matter on the way;
 otherwise your opponent will turn you over to the judge,
 and the judge hand you over to the constable,
 and the constable throw you into prison.
 I say to you, you will not be released
 until you have paid the last penny.”

Reflection
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Friday (October 25):  Heed the Warning Signs before It Is Too LateMeditation: How good are you at reading warning signs? Jesus expects his disciples to accurately read the signs of the times ! Seafarers and farmers know the importance of spotting weather conditions for safe travel and planting. A lot of effort is made today, with the help of science and technology, to discern potential natural dangers, such as tropical storms, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, earth quakes, and erupting volcanoes, so that people can be warned to take shelter before disaster hits.

Don't miss God's kingdom and power to transform your life
Our need for accurately discerning the spiritual condition and moral climate around us is vital if we want to avert spiritual crisis and moral disaster. The Lord is ready to transform our lives by offering us his kingdom of righteousness (moral goodness), peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). - But we can miss it if we allow a permissive attitude that takes sin lightly or puts off repairing wrongdoing before it is too late to get reconciled with God.

Jesus used a very vivid illustration of a threatening lawsuit to show the urgency of settling a bad case outside of court before a worse sentence could be passed against us. Why did the neighbor in Jesus' story make an effort to come to an agreement with his adversary before the matter was sent to court for judgment? The accused knew that he had a bad case which would likely go against him in court. He quickly tried to come to an agreement with his adversary to avoid receiving a worse sentence of being thrown into prison and given a costly fine as well.

Jesus will set us free and fill us with the Holy Spirit
We all stand in need of God's mercy, grace, and protection. The Lord Jesus is our physician and healer and he is ready to set us free from any sinful patterns of thinking, acting, and speaking. If we give our lives over to him he will fill us with his Holy Spirit and give us a new heart and a transformed mind that is filled with his truth, love, and goodness. If you want lasting peace and joy with God, then allow the Lord Jesus to transform every area of your life, your home, your work, your relationships, and possessions so that he may truly be the Lord and Giver of abundant life and righteousness. Are you ready to surrender all to him - and to receive all from him?


Prayer: Lord Jesus, flood my heart with your love and free me from all that would keep me from doing your will. Transform my mind that I may discern what is right and choose what is good and pleasing to you.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 26, 2024

Saturday of the Twenty-ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

EPH 4:7-16

Brothers and sisters:
 Grace was given to each of us
 according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
 Therefore, it says:

He ascended on high and took prisoners captive;
 he gave gifts to men.

What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended
 into the lower regions of the earth?
 The one who descended is also the one who ascended
 far above all the heavens,
 that he might fill all things.

And he gave some as Apostles, others as prophets,
 others as evangelists, others as pastors and teachers,
 to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry,
 for building up the Body of Christ,
 until we all attain to the unity of faith
 and knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood
 to the extent of the full stature of Christ,
 so that we may no longer be infants,
 tossed by waves and swept along by every wind of teaching
 arising from human trickery,
 from their cunning in the interests of deceitful scheming.
 Rather, living the truth in love,
 we should grow in every way into him who is the head, Christ,
 from whom the whole Body,
 joined and held together by every supporting ligament,
 with the proper functioning of each part,
 brings about the Body’s growth and builds itself up in love.



Responsorial Psalm

PS 122:1-2, 3-4AB, 4CD-5

R. (1) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

I rejoiced because they said to me,
 “We will go up to the house of the LORD.”
 And now we have set foot
 within your gates, O Jerusalem.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

Jerusalem, built as a city
 with compact unity.
 To it the tribes go up,
 the tribes of the LORD.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

According to the decree for Israel,
 to give thanks to the name of the LORD.
 In it are set up judgment seats,
 seats for the house of David.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

Alleluia

EZ 33:11

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked man, says the Lord,
 but rather in his conversion that he may live.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 13:1-9

Some people told Jesus about the Galileans
 whose blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices.
 He said to them in reply, 
 “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way 
 they were greater sinners than all other Galileans?
 By no means!
 But I tell you, if you do not repent,
 you will all perish as they did!
 Or those eighteen people who were killed 
 when the tower at Siloam fell on them–
 do you think they were more guilty 
 than everyone else who lived in Jerusalem?
 By no means!
 But I tell you, if you do not repent,
 you will all perish as they did!”

And he told them this parable: 
 “There once was a person who had a fig tree planted in his orchard, 
 and when he came in search of fruit on it but found none,
 he said to the gardener,
 ‘For three years now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree 
 but have found none.
 So cut it down.
 Why should it exhaust the soil?’
 He said to him in reply,
 ‘Sir, leave it for this year also, 
 and I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; 
 it may bear fruit in the future.
 If not you can cut it down.’”


Reflection
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Saturday (October 26):  Unless You Repent - You Will PerishMeditation: What can a calamity, such as a political blood-bath or a natural disaster, teach us about God's kingdom and the consequences of wrong-doing and turning away from God? Jesus used two such occasions to address the issue of sin (wrong-doing) and judgment with his Jewish audience. Pilate, who was the Roman governor of Jerusalem at the time, ordered his troops to slaughter a group of Galileans who had come up to Jerusalem to offer sacrifice in the Temple. We do not know what these Galileans did to incite Pilate's wrath, nor why Pilate chose to attack them in the holiest of places for the Jews, in their temple at Jerusalem. For the Jews, this was political barbarity and sacrilege at its worst!

The second incident which Jesus addressed was a natural disaster, a tower in Jerusalem which unexpectedly collapsed, killing 18 people. The Jews often associated such calamities and disasters as a consequence of sin (doing what is wrong and contrary to God's law). Scripture does warn that sin can result in calamity! Though the righteous fall seven times, and rise again; the wicked are overthrown by calamity (Proverbs 24:16).

The time for repentance and forgiveness is right now!
The real danger and calamity which Jesus points out is that an unexpected disaster or a sudden death does not give us time to repent of our sins by acknowledging our wrong-doing and asking for pardon here and now before we die and are brought face to face with the Lord of heaven and earth when he calls us to his judgment seat. The Book of Job reminds us that misfortune and calamity can befall both the righteous and the unrighteous alike. Jesus gives a clear warning - take responsibility for your actions and moral choices and put sin to death today before it can poison your heart, corrupt your mind, and bring destruction to your body as well.

Allowing sin and sinful attitudes to go unchecked in us is like a cancer which spreads and corrupts us from within and causes death if it is not cut off.We must honestly and humbly acknowledge our sins before God and ask for his forgiveness and for his healing grace to restore and change us so that we may grow day by day into the holiness he desires for us. Holding on to sinful attitudes, and refusing to confess our wrongdoing (sins) before God to receive his pardon and healing, can only lead to one result - a corrupt heart, mind, and soul that is dead spiritually. Paul the Apostle reminds us that "the wages of sin in death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23). Spiritual death and separation from God is a far worse condition than any physical harm or loss we might experience in this present life.Choose today for the abundant life and grace which Christ has won for you through his victory over sin and death on the Cross.

The sign of the barren fig tree
Jesus followed his warning to turn away from sin and not allow it to corrupt our minds and hearts with an illustration and story (parable) from nature and farming which his listeners would have easily understood. Good land for growing crops and fruit trees were sparse in the arid climate of Judea and the surrounding desert regions. One very common and important source of food for the people who lived in the region of Galilee and Judea was the fig tree. Its fruit was highly prized and became a symbol of God's fruitful blessing and provision for his people. A fig tree normally matured within three years, producing plentiful fruit. If it failed, it was cut down to make room for more healthy trees. A decaying fig tree and its bad fruit came to symbolize for the Jews the consequence of spiritual corruption caused by evil deeds and unrepentant sin.

The unfruitful fig tree symbolized the outcome of Israel's indifference and lack of response to God's word of repentance and restoration. The prophets depicted the desolation and calamity of Israel's fall and ruin - due to her unfaithfulness to God - as a languishing fig tree (see Joel 1:7,12; Habbakuk 3:17; and Jeremiah 8:13). Jeremiah likened good and evil rulers and members of Israel with figs that were either good for eating or rotten and wasteful (Jeremiah 24:2-8). Jesus' parable depicts the patience of God, but it also contains a warning that we should not presume upon God's patience and mercy. God's judgment will come in due course - very soon or later. Jesus' parable of the barren fig tree illustrates his warning about the consequences of allowing sin (wrongdoing) and moral corruption to take root in our hearts and minds. We must turn away from sinful atttitudes and sinful habits and turn to God for his transforming grace and power to change us.

Why God judges
Why does God judge his people? He judges to purify and cleanse us of all sin so that we might grow in his holiness and righteousness (being in a right relationship with God). And he disciplines us for our own good, to inspire a godly fear and reverence for him and his holy word. God is patient, but for those who persistently and stubbornly rebel against him and refuse to repent and change their course, there is the consequence that they will lose both their soul and body to hell.

Are God's judgments unjust or unloving? When God's judgments are revealed in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness (Isaiah 26:9). To pronounce God's judgment on sin is much less harsh than what will happen if those who sin are not warned to repent and turn back to God.

Don't tolerate sin
God, in his mercy, gives us time to get right with him, but that time is now. We must not assume that there is no hurry. A sudden and unexpected death leaves one no time to prepare to settle one's accounts when he or she must stand before the Lord on the day of judgment. Jesus warns us that we must be ready at all times. Tolerating sinful habits and excusing unrepentant sin and wrongdoing will result in bad fruit, painful discipline, and spiritual disease that leads to death and destruction. The Lord in his mercy gives us both grace (his gracious help and healing) and time to turn away from sin, but that time is right now. If we delay, even for a day, we may discover that grace has passed us by and our time is up. Do you hunger for the Lord's righteousness (moral goodness) and holiness?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, increase my hunger for you that I may grow in righteousness and holiness. May I not squander the grace of the present moment to say "yes" to you and to your will and plan for my life.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 27, 2024

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Jer 31:7-9

 Thus says the LORD:
 Shout with joy for Jacob,
 exult at the head of the nations;
 proclaim your praise and say:
 The LORD has delivered his people,
 the remnant of Israel.
 Behold, I will bring them back
 from the land of the north;
 I will gather them from the ends of the world,
 with the blind and the lame in their midst,
 the mothers and those with child;
 they shall return as an immense throng.
 They departed in tears,
 but I will console them and guide them;
 I will lead them to brooks of water,
 on a level road, so that none shall stumble.
 For I am a father to Israel,
 Ephraim is my first-born.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6

R. (3) The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those that sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

Reading II

Heb 5:1-6

Brothers and sisters:
 Every high priest is taken from among men
 and made their representative before God,
 to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.
 He is able to deal patiently with the ignorant and erring,
 for he himself is beset by weakness
 and so, for this reason, must make sin offerings for himself
 as well as for the people.
 No one takes this honor upon himself
 but only when called by God,
 just as Aaron was.
 In the same way,
 it was not Christ who glorified himself in becoming high priest,
 but rather the one who said to him:
 You are my son:
 this day I have begotten you;
 just as he says in another place:
 You are a priest forever
 according to the order of Melchizedek.

Alleluia

Cf. 2 Tm 1:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Our Savior Jesus Christ destroyed death
 and brought life to light through the Gospel.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mk 10:46-52

As Jesus was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a sizable crowd,
 Bartimaeus, a blind man, the son of Timaeus,
 sat by the roadside begging.
 On hearing that it was Jesus of Nazareth,
 he began to cry out and say,
 "Jesus, son of David, have pity on me."
 And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. 
 But he kept calling out all the more,
 "Son of David, have pity on me."
 Jesus stopped and said, "Call him."
 So they called the blind man, saying to him,
 "Take courage; get up, Jesus is calling you."
 He threw aside his cloak, sprang up, and came to Jesus. 
 Jesus said to him in reply, "What do you want me to do for you?" 
 The blind man replied to him, "Master, I want to see." 
 Jesus told him, "Go your way; your faith has saved you." 
 Immediately he received his sight
 and followed him on the way.


Reflection
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30th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Cycle B 

 
 Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Jeremiah 31:7-9 

 
 Jeremiah was the second of the four great prophets of Israel, a contemporary of Zephaniah, Nahum & Habakkuk. He was born around the year 645 B.C., almost a century after Isaiah. He came from a priestly family in Anathoth, a town about three miles northeast of Jerusalem, in the southern kingdom of Judah.  
   
 God called him to be a prophet in 626 B.C., when he was 19 years old. By express order of Yahweh he remained unmarried (Jeremiah 16:2), embracing celibacy with generosity. God’s call came to him at a time when the kingdom of Judah was about to collapse. Although he preferred a quiet family life and small-town friendships, he realized he could not contain the sentiments God had placed in his heart. For more than 40 years, up to his death, he remained faithful to his vocation and prophesied until after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. When Jerusalem fell, Jeremiah was forcibly taken to Egypt by his fellow Judahites. In Egypt, Jeremiah prophesied against idolatrous Jews, and probably died soon after, either stoned or starved to death by those same men, who could not take his criticism.  
   
 Jeremiah’s book tells of his calling to be a prophet and chronicles the downfall of Judah through mistaken covenants and broken covenants. He reminds his hearers that God is a just judge who takes covenants very seriously. He then goes on to prophesy about the restoration of the northern and southern kingdoms (Israel and Judah). Today’s reading talks about the restoration of Israel and the new exodus.  
   
 7    [ T]hus says the LORD:   
   
 The prophet wants everyone to know whose message he is delivering. Jeremiah uses the phrase 132 times (New American Bible) [150 times in the Revised Standard Version, 148 in the King James Version].  
   
 Shout with joy for Jacob, exult at the head of the nations; proclaim your praise and say: The LORD has delivered his people, the remnant of Israel.   
   
 God has bestowed salvation on His people (Isaiah 12:6; 44:23). These people are called the ‘remnant’ – the small number who escaped when the northern kingdom was conquered by the Assyrians in 721 B.C. and have been purified through their exile to constitute the new Israel, faithful to her God.  
   
 8    Behold, I will bring them back from the land of the north; I will gather them from the ends of the world,   
   
 This is synonymous with the north (Assyria), where they have been kept captive (see Isaiah 43:5-6).  
   
 with the blind and the lame in their midst, The mothers and those with child; they shall return as an immense throng.  
   
 The caravan is composed of weak people, a sign of the miraculous nature of the event (see Isaiah 35:5-6).  
   
 9    They departed in tears,   
   
 A contrast to returning in joy (Psalm 126 uses this same contrast in describing the return from exile.  
   
 but I will console them and guide them; I will lead them to brooks of water,   
   
 An allusion to the “rock” incidents of the first exodus (17:1-7; Numbers 20:1-13) but now it is constantly flowing (Isaiah 35:6-7).  
   
 on a level road, so that none shall stumble.   
   
 Accentuates how easy the march will be, in contrast to the first exodus (Isaiah 35:8; 40:4).  
   
 For I am a father to Israel,   
   
 The notion of the fatherhood of Yahweh toward Israel (“Israel is my firstborn”) is sporadic in the Old Testament. It serves to define their covenant relationship (Exodus 4:22; Deuteronomy 32:6). The Israel referred to here is not necessarily the northern kingdom, but the original single kingdom which was formed by the people of the original exodus.  
   
 Ephraim is my first-born.  
    
 Ephraim was the second son of Joseph whom Israel (Jacob, twin brother of Esau and son of Isaac) gave the blessing instead of the older brother Manasseh (Genesis 48:17-20). The blessing can be traced from Noah to Shem (his first-born, Genesis 9:26), Isaac to Jacob (Genesis 27:26), and now Jacob (Israel) to Ephraim. Although the blessing, by Hebrew tradition went to the first-born, it is interesting that, in the history of God’s people, the second-born has usually proven more righteous than the first-born and has received the blessing. The notable exceptions are Shem and Abraham. 

 

2nd Reading - Hebrews 5:1-6 

 
 As we continue on with our study of the book of Hebrews let’s look at its location in the New Testament. The New Testament epistles (wisdom books) are located after the legal books (gospels) and the historical book (Acts) and before the book of prophecy (Revelation). The wisdom books are further divided by author (Paul, James, Peter, John, and Jude), and within each author by length with the longest appearing first. The author of Hebrews is unknown. As recently as 1914 the Pontifical Biblical Commission reaffirmed that the Church has not decided that St. Paul is the author. That is why the reading is simply announced as “from the letter to the Hebrews.” The book is located in the New Testament after the epistles of Paul and before those of Peter; quite possibly because of its length.   
   
 The basic teaching of the Letter to the Hebrews centers on showing the superiority of the Christian religion over Judaism. This argument develops in three stages:  
 1)    Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, is superior to the angels, although He became less than the angels to lead us by example.  
 2)    Christ is superior to Moses. This is the reading the Episcopalians and Lutherans heard 2 weeks ago.  
 3)    Jesus, the Son of God, is the great high priest. His priesthood is of the order of Melchizedek, superior to the priesthood of Aaron, from whom the Levitical priesthood is derived.  
   
 Who is this Melchizedek? We know very little of him through what is recorded in Holy Scripture, but the Jewish targums [Aramaic translations and paraphrases of the Old Testament which came into use after the exile (586 B.C.)] and other writings make it very clear that Jewish tradition identifies him as Noah’s firstborn son, Shem. Melchizedek is his throne name (just as John Paul II is the throne name of Karol Wojtyla).  
   
 “When Abraham returned from the war, Shem, or, as he is sometimes called, Melchizedek, the king of righteousness, priest of God Most High, and king of Jerusalem, came forth to meet him with bread and wine” [see Genesis 14:17-18] (Ginzberg, Louis, Legends of the Bible, Jewish Publication Society of America, Philadelphia, 1956, page 106).  
   
 How can this be? Noah lived many years before Abraham. After all, it was Noah and his descendants who repopulated the world after the flood and there are lots of people around when Abraham is living. Let’s look at Genesis 11:10-26 for a few minutes. This passage traces the genealogy of Abraham (or Abram as he was known before God changed his name) from Shem, Noah’s firstborn son. From this passage, if we do the math, we find that Shem lived for six hundred years; and in fact, outlived Abraham, who himself lived to be 175, by 35 years. Did people really live that long back then? We don’t know, but the sacred author certainly wants us to be able to see the connection between ShemMelchizedek and Abraham.  
   
 Why is this connection important? Because it traces the priesthood of the family. As  
 we follow the blessing through Scripture we find that in Genesis 9:1, 9 Noah is blessed by God and in Genesis 9:26 Shem is blessed by Noah. The next mention of the blessing is in Genesis 14:19 where Abram is blessed by Melchizedek. Later, Isaac is blessed and then Isaac passes the blessing on to Jacob instead of Esau, as he had intended. When he finds that he has been deceived, Isaac tells Esau that the blessing cannot be taken back and describes the effect of this priestly ordination “I have already appointed him your master, and I have assigned to him all his kinsmen as his slaves” (Genesis 27:37). This is the priesthood of the order of Melchizedek, the priesthood of the family.  
   
 1    Every high priest is taken from among men and made their representative before God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.   
   
 This is the duty of the high priest (Leviticus 16:20-22). Jesus, as high priest, makes these offerings in heaven on our behalf. Some commentators have postulated, wrongly I believe, that “gifts” refers to grain offerings while “sacrifices” refers to animal offerings. As chapter 9 shows, the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) rite is the Old Testament rite with which the author is principally concerned – it is atonement for the sins of the people, not individual sin (Leviticus 16:30, 34).  
   
 2    He is able to deal patiently   
   
 The Greek term translated here as “deal patiently” appears nowhere else in the Bible. It is a term signifying the right mean between passion and lack of feeling.  
   
 with the ignorant and erring,   
   
 The only sins for which sacrificial atonement was impossible were those designated in Numbers 15:30 as sins committed with a “high hand”. These sins are probably sins perpetrated of set purpose, rather than those into which man “fell” through human weakness.  
   
 for he himself is beset by weakness 3 and so, for this reason, must make sin offerings for himself as well as for the people.   
   
 Being beset by weakness is concupiscence. The weakness that leads to sin. Everyone, including the priest, is a sinner. On the day of atonement, the high priest, before entering the Holy of Holies, offered a sin offering for his own sins as well as those of the people (Leviticus 16:3, 6, 11; Hebrews 9:6-14).  
   
 4 No one takes this honor upon himself but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 5 In the same way, it was not Christ who glorified himself in becoming high priest, but rather the one who said to him: “You are my son; this day I have begotten you”;  
   
 Psalm 2:7 (Hebrews 4:14).  
   
 6 just as he says in another place: “You are a priest forever according to the order of  
 Melchizedek.”  
   
 Genesis 14:18 and Psalm 110:4. Unlike Levitical priests, who began their apprenticeship at age 25, were ordained at age 30, and were required to retire at age 50, Shem-Melchizedek kept the blessing for over 400 years before passing it on to Abraham. Once the blessing was conferred, the father continued in his position as elder of the family until he died, but the one who received the blessing had the responsibility for the well-being of the family. Jesus is not a Levitical (Aaronite) high priest but a pre-golden calf high priest (first-born son) through His Father’s blessing; just like Melchizedek. Since He is a pre-golden calf priest, He does not have to prove His genealogy and is not subject to a time limit on the exercise of His priesthood. We will look more at Melchizedek next week. 

 

Gospel - Mark 10:46-52 

 
 Last week we heard Jesus’ third instruction on Christology and discipleship. These three instructions can briefly be summarized as follows:  
 1)    Jesus must suffer and die and in 3 days he will rise.  
 2)    The disciple must forsake all earthly impediments and depend totally upon God. Trust and serve like a child.  
 3)    The humble disciple will receive earthly rewards for his service – including persecution. The persecution will help form his spirit in reparation for entering the kingdom of God.  
   
 This week we hear of the healing of blind Bartimaeus. In Mark 8:22-26 an unnamed blind man is brought to Jesus, has his sight restored gradually, and is told to keep his healing a secret. In today’s story, Bartimaeus actively seeks out Jesus, is healed immediately, and becomes a disciple on the way. This second story, the last before Mark begins his description of Passion Week, illustrates some progress in faith. It is as much a call story as a healing story. Bartimaeus’ reaction to Jesus and his willingness to follow Him on the way of discipleship contrast with the disciples’ misunderstanding and blindness during the journey.  
   
 46 [ A]s he [Jesus] was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a sizable crowd,   
   
 Jericho is 15 miles northeast of Jerusalem and 5 miles west of the Jordan River. The journey which began in Caesarea Philippi is reaching its destination in Jerusalem.  
   
 Bartimaeus, a blind man, the son of Timaeus, sat by the roadside begging.   
   
 Bartimaeus is the Aramaic form, the explanation “son of Timaeus” is the Greek translation.  
 It is unusual for Mark to name the person to be healed.  
   
 “Mark has recorded both the name of Bartimaeus and of his father, a circumstance which scarcely occurs in all the many cases of healing which had been performed by the Lord. ... Consequently there can be little doubt that this Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, had fallen from some position of great prosperity, and was now regarded as an object of the most notorious and the most remarkable wretchedness, because, in addition to being blind, he had also to sit begging” [Saint Augustine of Hippo (ca. AD. 400), The Harmony of the Evangelists, 2,65].  
   
 47    On hearing that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, son of  
 David, have pity on me.”   
   
 This is the first public application of the messianic title “Son of David” to Jesus. It is also the first recognition (apart from Peter) of Jesus’ true identity by a human being rather than a demon. The title “Son of David” designates Jesus as the heir of the promise made to David through Nathan (2 Samuel 7:12-16; 1 Chronicles 17:11-14; Psalm 89:29-38).  
   
 48    And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent.   
   
 In Mark 3:12 and 8:30, Jesus commands silence, but here Jesus shows no displeasure over Bartimaeus’ acclamation.  
   
 But he kept calling out all the more,   
   
 Emphasizes the acclamation  
   
 “Son of David, have pity on me.” 49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take courage; get up, he is calling you.” 50 He threw aside his cloak,   
   
 May have been a garment but could also have been a cloth spread out to receive offerings. The suggestion is that Bartimaeus was putting aside the old order to be able to put on the new (baptismal imagery).  
   
 sprang up, and came to Jesus. 51 Jesus said to him in reply, “What do you want me to do for you?”   
   
 Jesus’ question is the same as to James and John (Mark 10:36). Their request for seats of honor contrasts with Bartimaeus’ humble request. The blind man has already received a spiritual healing and “sees” the nature of Jesus’ kingly authority; it stoops to serve.   
   
 The blind man replied to him, “Master, I want to see.” 52 Jesus told him, “Go your way; your faith has saved you.”   
   
 Faith is the necessary prerequisite for a miracle and an essential demand of Jesus’ preaching. Before the resurrection it could not, however, have meant an act of belief in Christ as a divine person. During Jesus’ ministry it would have meant a receptivity to God’s healing word proclaimed by Jesus, together with a confident self-abandonment to God whose saving power was being exercised in and through Jesus.  
   
 Immediately he received his sight and followed him on the way.  
   
 Actually walked in His footsteps. A follower accompanied Jesus on His journey. Bartimaeus may well have joined in Jesus’ passion experience; he had received a spiritual and physical healing.  
   
 “So let us follow Him as our pattern: offering Him for our ransom, receiving Him as our Eucharistic food and waiting for Him as our endless and exceeding great reward” [Saint Augustine of Hippo (between A.D. 391-430), Sermons on the Liturgical Seasons, For the Easter Season, (No. 231,2)]. 
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Sunday (October 27):  What Do You Want Me to Do for You?Meditation: Have you ever encountered a once in a life-time opportunity you knew you could not pass up? Such a moment came for a blind and destitute man, named Bartimaeus. He was determined to get near the one person who could meet his need. He knew who Jesus was and had heard of his fame for healing, but until now had no opportunity of making direct contact with the Son of David , a clear reference and title for the Messiah.

Seeking Jesus with effort and persistence pays off
It took a lot of "guts" (courage) and persistence for Bartimaeus to get the attention of Jesus over the din of a noisy throng who crowded around Jesus as he made his way out of town. Why was the crowd annoyed with the blind man's persistent shouts? He was disturbing their peace and interrupting Jesus' discourse. It was common for a rabbi to teach as he walked with others. Jesus was on his way to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem and a band of pilgrims followed him. When the crowd tried to silence the blind man he overpowered them with his emotional outburst and thus caught the attention of Jesus.

Goodness and mercy follows those who put their trust in God
This incident reveals something important about how God interacts with us. The blind man was determined to get Jesus' attention and he was persistent in the face of opposition. Jesus could have ignored or rebuffed him because he was disturbing his conversation and his audience. Jesus showed that acting was more important than talking. This man was in desperate need and Jesus was ready to respond to his need, not only to empathize with his suffering, but to relieve it as well. A great speaker can command attention and respect, but a man or woman with a helping hand and a big heart is loved more.

What do you want Jesus to do for you?
Why did Jesus put a question to Bartimaeus - "What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus wanted to draw out of him a personal response of faith and trust in his power to heal and make whole. Jesus commends Bartimaeus for recognizing who he is with the eyes of faith and grants him physical sight as well. Do you recognize the Lord Jesus with "eyes of faith" as your merciful Lord and healer? Ask the Lord Jesus to strengthen your faith that you may draw near to him and receive his grace and mercy.


Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I never fail to recognize my need for your grace and mercy. Strengthen my faith and trust in you that I may seek your presence daily and listen to your word with a readiness to follow you who are my All.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 28, 2024

Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles

Reading 1

Eph 2:19-22

Brothers and sisters:
 You are no longer strangers and sojourners,
 but you are fellow citizens with the holy ones
 and members of the household of God,
 built upon the foundation of the Apostles and prophets,
 with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone.
 Through him the whole structure is held together
 and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord;
 in him you also are being built together
 into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 19:2-3, 4-5

R. (5a) Their message goes out through all the earth.

The heavens declare the glory of God,
 and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
 Day pours out the word to day,
 and night to night imparts knowledge.

R. Their message goes out through all the earth.

Not a word nor a discourse
 whose voice is not heard;
 Through all the earth their voice resounds,
 and to the ends of the world, their message.

R. Their message goes out through all the earth.

Alleluia

See Te Deum

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

We praise you, O God,
 we acclaim you as Lord;
 the glorious company of Apostles praise you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Lk 6:12-16

Jesus went up to the mountain to pray,
 and he spent the night in prayer to God.
 When day came, he called his disciples to himself,
 and from them he chose Twelve, whom he also named Apostles:
 Simon, whom he named Peter, and his brother Andrew,
 James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew,
 Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus,
 Simon who was called a Zealot,
 and Judas the son of James,
 and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

Reflection
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Monday (October 28):  Freedom from Bondage for Eighteen YearsMeditation: Is there anything that keeps you bound up or oppressed? Infirmity, whether physical, emotional, or spiritual, can befall us for a variety of reasons and God can use it for some purpose that we do not understand. When Jesus encountered an elderly woman who was spent of her strength and unable to stand upright, he gave her words of faith and freedom and he restored her to health. She must have suffered much, both physically and spiritually for eighteen years, since Jesus remarked that Satan had bound her. How can Satan do this? The Scriptures indicate that Satan can act in the world with malice and can cause injuries of a spiritual nature, and indirectly even of a physical nature. Satan's power, however, is not infinite. He cannot prevent the building up of God's kingdom or reign in our lives.

Jesus wants to set free us from oppression
Jesus demonstrates the power and authority of God's kingdom in releasing people who are oppressed by physical and emotional sickness, by personal weakness and sin, and by the harassment of the evil one in their lives. It took only one word from Jesus to release this woman instantly of her infirmity. Do you believe in the power of Jesus to release you from affliction and oppression?

The Jewish leaders were indignant that Jesus would perform such a miraculous work on the Sabbath, the holy day of rest. They were so caught up in their ritual observance of the Sabbath that they lost sight of God's mercy and goodness. Jesus healed on the Sabbath because God does not rest from showing his mercy and love, ever. God's word has power to change us, spiritually, physically, and emotionally. Is there anything that keeps you bound up or that weighs you down? Let the Lord speak his word to you and give you freedom.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you grant freedom to those who seek you. Give me freedom to walk in your way of love and to praise and worship you always. Show me how I can bring your mercy and healing love to those in need around me.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


October 29, 2024

Tuesday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

EPH 5:21-33

Brothers and sisters:
 Be subordinate to one another out of reverence for Christ.
 Wives should be subordinate to their husbands as to the Lord.
 For the husband is head of his wife
 just as Christ is head of the Church,
 he himself the savior of the Body.
 As the Church is subordinate to Christ,
 so wives should be subordinate to their husbands in everything.
 Husbands, love your wives,
 even as Christ loved the Church
 and handed himself over for her to sanctify her,
 cleansing her by the bath of water with the word,
 that he might present to himself the Church in splendor,
 without spot or wrinkle or any such thing,
 that she might be holy and without blemish.
 So also husbands should love their wives as their own bodies.
 He who loves his wife loves himself.
 For no one hates his own flesh
 but rather nourishes and cherishes it,
 even as Christ does the Church,
 because we are members of his Body.

For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother
 and be joined to his wife,
 and the two shall become one flesh.

This is a great mystery,
 but I speak in reference to Christ and the Church.
 In any case, each one of you should love his wife as himself,
 and the wife should respect her husband.



Responsorial Psalm

PS 128:1-2, 3, 4-5

R. (1a) Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Blessed are you who fear the LORD,
 who walk in his ways!
 For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
 blessed shall you be, and favored.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine
 in the recesses of your home;
 Your children like olive plants
 around your table.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Behold, thus is the man blessed
 who fears the LORD.
 The LORD bless you from Zion:
 may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
 all the days of your life.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Alleluia

See MT 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 You have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 13:18-21

Jesus said, “What is the Kingdom of God like?
 To what can I compare it?
 It is like a mustard seed that a man took and planted in the garden.
 When it was fully grown, it became a large bush
 and the birds of the sky dwelt in its branches.”

Again he said, “To what shall I compare the Kingdom of God?
 It is like yeast that a woman took
 and mixed in with three measures of wheat flour
 until the whole batch of dough was leavened.”

Reflection
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Tuesday (October 29):  What God's Kingdom Is LikeMeditation: What can mustard seeds and leaven teach us about the kingdom of God? The tiny mustard seed literally grew to be a tree which attracted numerous birds because they loved the little black mustard seed it produced. God's kingdom works in a similar fashion. It starts from the smallest beginnings in the hearts of men and women who are receptive to God's word. And it works unseen and causes a transformation from within.

The transforming power of the Holy Spirit within us
Leaven is another powerful agent of change. A lump of dough left to itself remains just what it is, a lump of dough. But when the leaven is added to it a transformation takes place which produces rich and wholesome bread when heated - the staple of life for humans. The kingdom of God produces a transformation in those who receive the new life which Jesus Christ offers. When we yield to Jesus Christ, our lives are transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. Paul the Apostle says, "we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us" (2 Corinthians 4:7). Do you believe in the transforming power of the Holy Spirit?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit and transform me into the Christ-like holiness you desire. Increase my zeal for your kingdom and instill in me a holy desire to live for your greater glory.
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October 30, 2024

Wednesday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Eph 6:1-9

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
 Honor your father and mother.
 This is the first commandment with a promise,
 that it may go well with you
 and that you may have a long life on earth.
 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger,
 but bring them up with the training and instruction of the Lord.

Slaves, be obedient to your human masters with fear and trembling,
 in sincerity of heart, as to Christ,
 not only when being watched, as currying favor,
 but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart,
 willingly serving the Lord and not men,
 knowing that each will be requited from the Lord
 for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.
 Masters, act in the same way towards them, and stop bullying,
 knowing that both they and you have a Master in heaven
 and that with him there is no partiality.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-14

R. (13c) The Lord is faithful in all his words.

Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD,
 and let your faithful ones bless you.
 Let them discourse of the glory of your Kingdom
 and speak of your might.

R. The Lord is faithful in all his words.

Making known to men your might
 and the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.
 Your Kingdom is a Kingdom for all ages,
 and your dominion endures through all generations.

R. The Lord is faithful in all his words.

The LORD is faithful in all his words
 and holy in all his works.
 The LORD lifts up all who are falling
 and raises up all who are bowed down.

R. The Lord is faithful in all his words.

Alleluia

See 2 Thes 2:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

God has called us through the Gospel
 to possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Lk 13:22-30

Jesus passed through towns and villages,
 teaching as he went and making his way to Jerusalem.
 Someone asked him,
 "Lord, will only a few people be saved?"
 He answered them,
 "Strive to enter through the narrow gate,
 for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter
 but will not be strong enough.
 After the master of the house has arisen and locked the door,
 then will you stand outside knocking and saying,
 'Lord, open the door for us.'
 He will say to you in reply,
 'I do not know where you are from.'
 And you will say,
 'We ate and drank in your company and you taught in our streets.'
 Then he will say to you,
 'I do not know where you are from.
 Depart from me, all you evildoers!'
 And there will be wailing and grinding of teeth
 when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
 and all the prophets in the Kingdom of God
 and you yourselves cast out.
 And people will come from the east and the west
 and from the north and the south
 and will recline at table in the Kingdom of God.
 For behold, some are last who will be first,
 and some are first who will be last."


Reflection
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Wednesday (October 30):  Do Not Risk Being Shut OutMeditation: What does the image of a door say to us about the kingdom of God? Jesus' story about the door being shut to those who come too late suggests they had offended their host and deserved to be excluded. It was customary for teachers in Jesus' time to close the door on tardy students and not allow them back for a whole week in order to teach them a lesson in discipline and faithfulness.

Who will be invited to enter God's kingdom?
Jesus told this story in response to the question of who will make it to heaven - to God's kingdom of everlasting peace and eternal life. Many rabbis held that all Israel would be saved and gain entry into God's kingdom, except for a few blatant sinners who excluded themselves! After all, they were specially chosen by God when he established a covenant relationship with them.

Jesus surprised his listeners by saying that one's membership as a people who have entered into a covenant relationship with God does not automatically mean entry into the everlasting kingdom of God. Second, Jesus asserts that many from the Gentile (non-Jewish) nations would enter God's kingdom. God's invitation is open to Jew and Gentile alike.

Jesus is the door to the kingdom of heaven
But Jesus warns that we can be excluded if we do not strive to enter by the narrow door . What did Jesus mean by this expression? The door which Jesus had in mind was himself. I am the door; if any one enters by me, he will be saved (John 10:9). God sent his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to open the way for us to have full access to the throne of God's grace (his favor and blessing) and mercy (his pardon for our sins). Through Jesus' victory on the cross he has freed us from slavery to sin and hurtful desires and addictions, and he has made us sons and daughters of God and citizens of his heavenly kingdom. We are free now to choose which kingdom we will serve - the kingdom of light and truth ruled by God's justice and wisdom or the kingdom of darkness and falsehood ruled by Satan and a world system or society of people who are opposed to God and his laws.

Following the Lord requires effort and commitment on our part
If we want to enter God's kingdom and receive our full inheritance which is stored up for us in heaven, then we must follow the Lord Jesus in his way of the cross through a willing renunciation of our own will for his will - our own life for his life - our own way for his way.

Why did Jesus say we must strive to enter his kingdom of righteousness and peace? The word strive can also be translated as agony . To enter the kingdom of God we must struggle against every force or power of opposition - even the temptation to remain indifferent, apathetic, or compromising in our faith and personal trust in Jesus, our hope in holding firm to the promises of Jesus, and our uncompromising love for God above all else (the "love that has been poured into our hearts through the gift of the Spirit which has been given to us" - Romans 5:5).

The Lord is with us to strengthen us in our trials and struggles
The good news is that we do not struggle alone. God is with us and his grace is sufficient! As we strive side by side for the faith of the Gospel with the help and support of our brothers and sisters in the Lord (Philippians 1:27), Jesus assures us of complete victory! Do you trust in God's grace and help, especially in times of testing and temptation?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I never doubt your guiding presence and your merciful love towards me. Through the gift of your Spirit fill me with courage and persevering faith to trust you in all things and in every circumstance I find myself. Give me the strength to cling to your promises when the world around me begins to shake or crumble. And when my love and zeal begin to waver, fan into my heart a flame of consuming love and dedication for you who are my All.
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October 31, 2024

Thursday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

EPH 6:10-20

Brothers and sisters:
 Draw your strength from the Lord and from his mighty power.
 Put on the armor of God so that you may be able to stand firm
 against the tactics of the Devil.
 For our struggle is not with flesh and blood
 but with the principalities, with the powers,
 with the world rulers of this present darkness,
 with the evil spirits in the heavens.
 Therefore, put on the armor of God,
 that you may be able to resist on the evil day
 and, having done everything, to hold your ground.
 So stand fast with your loins girded in truth,
 clothed with righteousness as a breastplate,
 and your feet shod in readiness for the Gospel of peace.
 In all circumstances, hold faith as a shield,
 to quench all the flaming arrows of the Evil One.
 And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
 which is the word of God.

With all prayer and supplication,
 pray at every opportunity in the Spirit.
 To that end, be watchful with all perseverance and supplication
 for all the holy ones and also for me,
 that speech may be given me to open my mouth,
 to make known with boldness the mystery of the Gospel
 for which I am an ambassador in chains,
 so that I may have the courage to speak as I must.

Responsorial Psalm

144:1B, 2, 9-10

R. (1b) Blessed be the Lord, my Rock!

Blessed be the LORD, my rock,
 who trains my hands for battle, my fingers for war.

R. Blessed be the Lord, my Rock!

My mercy and my fortress,
 my stronghold, my deliverer,
 My shield, in whom I trust,
 who subdues my people under me.

R. Blessed be the Lord, my Rock!

O God, I will sing a new song to you;
 with a ten-stringed lyre I will chant your praise,
 You who give victory to kings,
 and deliver David, your servant from the evil sword.

R. Blessed be the Lord, my Rock!

Alleluia

See LK 19:38; 2:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

LK 13:31-35

Some Pharisees came to Jesus and said,
 “Go away, leave this area because Herod wants to kill you.”
 He replied, “Go and tell that fox,
 ‘Behold, I cast out demons and I perform healings today and tomorrow,
 and on the third day I accomplish my purpose.
 Yet I must continue on my way today, tomorrow, and the following day,
 for it is impossible that a prophet should die
 outside of Jerusalem.’

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
 you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you,
 how many times I yearned to gather your children together
 as a hen gathers her brood under her wings,
 but you were unwilling!
 Behold, your house will be abandoned.
 But I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say,
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”


Reflection
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Thursday (October 31):  Blessed Is He Who Comes in the Name of the Lord!Meditation: When your security is threatened and danger strikes do you flee or stand your ground? When King Herod, the ruler of Galilee, heard that thousands of people were coming to Jesus, he decided it was time to eliminate this threat to his influence and power. That is why some of the Pharisees warned Jesus to flee from the wrath of Herod. Jesus, in turn, warned them that they were in greater spiritual danger of losing both soul and body to hell (Matthew 10:28) if they refused to listen to God and to his messengers the prophets (Luke 13:34). Like John the Baptist and all the prophets who preceded him, Jesus posed a threat to the ruling authorities of his day.

Do not fear those who oppose God
Jesus went so far as to call Herod a fox . What did he mean by such an expression? The fox was regarded as the slyest of all animals and one of the most destructive as well. Any farmer will tell you how difficult it is to get rid of foxes who under the cover of night steal and destroy. The fox became a symbol of what was worthless, insignificant, and destructive. It takes great courage to stand up and openly oppose a tyrant. Jesus knew that he would suffer the same fate as the prophets who came before him. He not only willingly exposed himself to such danger, but he prayed for his persecutors and for those who rejected the prophets who spoke in God's name. Do you pray for your enemies and for those who oppose the Gospel message today?

Jesus came to set people free from sin and to give them new life
Jesus contrasts his desire for Jerusalem - the holy city and temple of God - with Jerusalem's lack of desire for him as their long-expected Messiah. Jesus compares his longing for Jerusalem with a mother hen gathering her chicks under her protective wings. Psalm 91 speaks of God's protection in such terms: He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge (Psalm 91:4). Jesus willingly set his face toward Jerusalem, knowing that he would meet certain betrayal, rejection, and death on a cross. His death on the cross, however, brought about victory and salvation, not only for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, but for all - both Jew and Gentile - who would accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

Open the door of your heart to the Lord Jesus
Jesus' prophecy is a two-edged sword, pointing to his victory over sin and death and foretelling the destruction of Jerusalem and the dire consequences for all who would reject him and his saving message. While the destruction of Jerusalem's temple was determined - it was razed by the Romans in 70 A.D. - there remained for its inhabitants a narrow open door leading to deliverance. Jesus says: I am the door; whoever enters by me will be saved (John 10:9).

The Lord Jesus opens the way for each of us to have direct access to God who adopts us as his children and who makes his home with us. Do you make room for the Lord in your life? The Lord is knocking at the door of your heart (Revelations 3:20) and he wishes to enter into a close personal relationship with you. Receive him who is the giver of expectant faith, unwavering hope, and undying love. And long for the true home which God has prepared for you in his heavenly city, Jerusalem (Revelations 21:2-4).

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I place all my trust and hope in you. Come make your home with me and take possession of my heart and will that I may wholly desire what is pleasing to you. Fill my heart with love and mercy for others that I may boldly witness to the truth and joy of the gospel through word and example, both to those who accept it and to those who oppose it.
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