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 Mon, November 2 , 2026



The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed
 (All Souls)
 Mass Readings 

Reflection
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Tue, November 3, 2026





Tuesday of the Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time
 Mass Readings


Reflection
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Wed, November 4, 2026






Memorial of Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop     

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Thurs, November 5, 2026





Thursday of the Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time   

Mass Readings
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Fri, November 6, 2026





Friday of the Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time
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Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome
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Memorial of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin 
 [In the Dioceses of the United States]
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Mass Readings


Reflection
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Wed, November 18, 2026








Wednesday of the Thirty-third Week in Ordinary Time



Mass Readings

Reflection
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Thurs, November 19, 2026

Thursday of the Thirty-third Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Fri, November 20, 2026






Friday of the Thirty-third Week in Ordinary Time

 Mass Readings


Reflection
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Sat, November 21, 2026



Memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Sun, November 22, 2026



The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Mass Readings

Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, November 23, 2026


Monday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

 Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, November 24, 2026




Memorial of Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Wed, November 25, 2026



Wednesday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Thurs, November 26, 2026





Thursday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Fri, November 27, 2026





Friday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sat, November 28, 2026

Saturday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, November 29, 2026




First Sunday of Advent

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Mon, November 30, 2026





Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Mass Readings from the New American Bible are found at http://www.usccb.org/nab 
 Used in Mobile Gabriel with permission. 

New American Bible
 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
 3211 4th Street, N.E., Washington, DC 20017-1194 (202) 541-3000
 November 01, 1999 Copyright by United States Catholic Conference

Lectionary for Mass, Copyright 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain 1969, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 
  


November 1, 2026

Solemnity of All Saints

Reading 1

Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14

I, John, saw another angel come up from the East,
 holding the seal of the living God.
 He cried out in a loud voice to the four angels
 who were given power to damage the land and the sea,
 "Do not damage the land or the sea or the trees
 until we put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God."
 I heard the number of those who had been marked with the seal,
 one hundred and forty-four thousand marked
 from every tribe of the children of Israel.

After this I had a vision of a great multitude,
 which no one could count,
 from every nation, race, people, and tongue.
 They stood before the throne and before the Lamb,
 wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their hands.
 They cried out in a loud voice:

"Salvation comes from our God, who is seated on the throne,
 and from the Lamb."

All the angels stood around the throne
 and around the elders and the four living creatures.
 They prostrated themselves before the throne,
 worshiped God, and exclaimed:

"Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving,
 honor, power, and might
 be to our God forever and ever. Amen."

Then one of the elders spoke up and said to me,
 "Who are these wearing white robes, and where did they come from?"
 I said to him, "My lord, you are the one who knows."
 He said to me,
 "These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress;
 they have washed their robes
 and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6

R. (see 6) Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

The LORD's are the earth and its fullness;
 the world and those who dwell in it.
 For he founded it upon the seas
 and established it upon the rivers.

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD?
 or who may stand in his holy place?
 One whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean,
 who desires not what is vain.

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

He shall receive a blessing from the LORD,
 a reward from God his savior.
 Such is the race that seeks him,
 that seeks the face of the God of Jacob.

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

Reading 2

1 John 3:1-3

Beloved:
 See what love the Father has bestowed on us
 that we may be called the children of God.
 Yet so we are.
 The reason the world does not know us
 is that it did not know him.
 Beloved, we are God's children now;
 what we shall be has not yet been revealed.
 We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him,
 for we shall see him as he is.
 Everyone who has this hope based on him makes himself pure,
 as he is pure.

Alleluia

Matthew 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 And I will give you rest, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 5:1-12a

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain,
 and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him.
 He began to teach them, saying:

"Blessed are the poor in spirit,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
 Blessed are they who mourn,
 for they will be comforted.
 Blessed are the meek,
 for they will inherit the land.
 Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
 for they will be satisfied.
 Blessed are the merciful,
 for they will be shown mercy.
 Blessed are the clean of heart,
 for they will see God.
 Blessed are the peacemakers,
 for they will be called children of God.
 Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
 Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you
 and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me.
 Rejoice and be glad,
 for your reward will be great in heaven."

Reflection
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All Saints Day 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. Opening Prayer Almighty and eternal God, You were pleased to make Your Church illustrious through the varied splendor of the Saints. As we venerate their memory may we also follow such shining examples of virtue on earth and thus obtain merited crowns in heaven. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen. Introduction The feast of All Saints began in the early centuries as a catchall, remembering martyrs whose names were not known and who therefore did not have their own festivities. It was introduced in Rome on May 13, 610 as the Feast of All Holy Martyrs by Pope Bonifice IV. The occasion was a gift of the ancient pagan temple of the Pantheon to the Church by the Roman Emperor, Phocas. First celebrated on May 13, it was transferred to November 1 for the universal Church by Pope Gregory IV in 835. By then it included all the saints. The reason for the new date may have been a practical one. It seems that so many pilgrims came to Rome for the feast that it was moved to the fall when more food would be available after the harvest. The new date spread throughout the church. Its eve, All Hallows Eve or Halloween, gave its name to a pagan Celtic Druid custom still popularly observed on October 31. 

 

1st Reading - Revelation 7:2-4,9-14 

 
 Revelation is the New Testament book of prophecy. Just as the Old Testament has books of Law, History, Wisdom, and Prophecy, so does the New. Revelation (Apocalypse) is one of the books which at one time were not accepted as sacred by all Christian communities. Its authenticity was suspect in parts of the Church, especially in the East. However, the earliest testimonies we have, which go back to the 2nd century are unanimous in their recognizing the apostle John as the author. The authenticity and canonicity of Revelation was pronounced by the Council of Hippo (393), Council of Carthage (397), and the Council of Toledo (633) initially, as the declaration of what books constitute the New Testament, and finally to quiet continued questioning. The authenticity remained undisputed from the 6th to the 16th centuries when Martin Luther initially argued against authenticity but later changed his view. Written on the island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9) to which Tertullian, in his 1    Demurrer Against The Heretics (~AD 200), tells us the apostle John was exiled after being immersed in boiling oil and suffering no hurt. Some commentators place the date of composition in the 80s or 90s and tradition places the date as late as A.D. 95. Many scholars, however, believe the date to be prior to A.D. 70 but this is not important. 2    Then I [John] saw another angel In the first verse, John saw four angels standing on the four corners of the world. The earth is perceived as a rectangular surface with favorable winds coming from the sides and unfavorable ones coming from the corners. The angels were holding back the unfavorable winds. The winds are released as agents of divine punishment (Jeremiah 49:36). come up from the East, This protecting angel appears from the direction of the rising sun, the source of light and the place of paradise (Genesis 2:8). Gods actions in history traditionally came from the East (see Isaiah 41:1-4, 25; 46:11; Ezekiel 43:1-3). It was also from the east that the messiah was expected. This angel comes as the representative of Christ, the sun of righteousness who has risen with healing in His wings [Malachi 4:2 (Malachi 3:20 in the New American Bible)]. holding the seal of the living God. According to the widespread custom of the ancients, oriental lords impressed the seal of their ring on their belongings. Whatever was so marked belonged to the lord and was under his protection (Ezekiel 9:4; Exodus 12:7-14). As we saw in Ezekiel 9, the angel makes the mark on the foreheads of those who have avoided idiolatry; a mark which causes their lives to be spared. Whoever bears the Aseal of the living God will thus be His property and under His protection (2 Corinthians 1:22; Galatians 6:17; Ephesians 1:13; 4:30; John 6:27). He cried out in a loud voice to the four angels who were given power to damage the land and the sea, Those in charge of the fury of the winds 3    Do not damage the land or the sea or the trees until we put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God. The imagery which Saint John draws upon here is taken from Ezekiel 9:1-7. The seal of the Spirit (Ephesians 1:13; 4:30) is applied to the righteous before the seals of wrath are applied to the wicked; Pentecost precedes Holocaust. The protective mark in Ezekiel 9 is literally tav, the last letter of the Hebrew alphabet. The ancient Hebrew form of the tav was a cross – a fact which was not lost on the early Church which saw it as a prophetic reference to the sign of the cross used by Christians. It is possible that the use of the sign of 2    the cross in baptism may have originated in this passage. 4    I heard the number of those who had been marked with the seal, one hundred and forty-four thousand This is 12 x 12 x 1000. Twelve is a number of perfection in the physical and human world, governmental perfection. The second twelve corresponds to the 12 tribes of Israel. 1000 indicates a very large number. This is the ideal Israel, Israel as it was meant to be, in all its perfection, symmetry, and completeness. The 144,000 then symbolizes the multitude of the elect whose number is known to God alone. marked from every tribe of the Israelites: Not only Jewish Christians, but all members of the Church, the new (and true) Israel. The first group (the 144,000) comes from the people of Israel. The second group, which we read about in verse 9, comes from all nations. Judaism cherished the hope (as we do today) that Israel would be restored with all its tribes in the Messianic times (Isaiah 49:6; Song 17:44). The first Christians asserted the fulfillment of this hope in Christs Church (Matthew 19:8; Galatians 6:16; James 1:1). 9    After this I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation, race, people, and tongue. Obviously, more than 144,000, which could be counted. Probably an allusion to the countless descendants promised to Abraham (Genesis 15:5; Hebrews 11:12). The fact is that Jesus the Christ came to save the entire world (see Isaiah 49:6). They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing white robes A symbol of baptism. They have been cleansed of sin and its effects. and holding palm branches in their hands. A sign of victory and of the thanksgiving of the elect (1 Maccabees 13:51; 2 Maccabees 10:7). The Jews celebrated the Feast of Dedication (Hanukkah) which commemorated the cleansing of the Temple by Judas Maccabaeus in 164/165 B.C. This celebration included the waving of palm branches because there was destroyed a great enemy out of Israel (1 Maccabees 13:51). Jesus attended this feast (John 10:22), and on Palm Sunday He imitated Judas Maccabeuss action by cleansing the Temple of its defilement by the moneychangers (Matthew 21:12-13; Mark 11:15-17; Luke 19:45-46). The word phoinix, translated as palm, occurs only two times in the New Testament – here, and in the story of Palm Sunday in the 

 

2nd Reading - 1 John 3:1-3 

 
 According to tradition which goes back to the second century, St. John wrote his 3 letters in Ephesus, on his return from exile on Patmos, around the years A.D. 95-96. The authenticity of the 1st letter is well documented from early on. Detailed analysis of the text confirms that it was written by the same person who wrote the fourth gospel. There are very obvious similarities of style, structure of phrases, vocabulary, and ideas. This 1st letter contains no special introduction, unlike the other New Testament epistles (except Hebrews). There is no mention of the writers name or the addressees. There are none of the usual opening greetings and no special words of farewell. This suggests that it is a kind of circular letter sent to all the Christian communities in the region. According to a tradition passed down by St. Irenaeus (A.D. 180-199), the apostle John, on his return from exile on Patmos, spent the last years of his life in Ephesus. From there he ruled over the various churches of Asia Minor whose names are given in the book of Revelation (Revelation 2-3). 3:1 See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God. see what love In the truest and most absolute sense, Gods gift of love has been the gift of His only Son as savior of the world (John 3:16). It is this gift that has 1) Opened heaven for us; 2) Given us the sacrificial meal so we can eat of it and join in His family covenant. The grace of our Creator is so great that He has allowed us both to know Him and to love Him, and moreover, to love Him as children love a wonderful father. It would be no small thing if we were able to love God in the way that a servant loves his master or a worker his employer. But loving God as father is much greater still. [Saint Bede the Venerable (died A.D. 735), On 1 John] Yet so we are. Eating the sacrificial meal joins us with God in His covenant (Romans 8:12-17). The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. This relation to God is shown in the attitude of the world which gave the same treatment to the disciples as it did to Jesus. Also, failure to recognize the real presence in the Eucharist denies His power to bind us into His covenant. 2    Beloved, we are Gods children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 5    Two interpretations are possible, given that in Greek the verb has no subject: when what we shall be is revealed we shall be as He is or when Christ is revealed we shall be like Him. The second is more likely. 3    Everyone who has this hope based on him makes himself pure, as he is pure. The seeing of God is what every Christian strives for but this vision is a hope, not a certainty. The reality of this hope is shown in the Christian life of virtue. By living the virtuous life, the Christian already begins to live the eternal life by imitating Him who is pure. Note that John uses the present tense when he talks about our need to purify ourselves. The practice of virtue is an ongoing thing and has its own inner dynamic. If we stop living this way or put it off until some future time, there is nothing virtuous about that at all. [Theophylact (died A.D. 1108), Commentary on 1 John] Comment: Being called by God, in the language of the Holy Scriptures, is not just the conferring of a title. When God gives a name to something, it in fact becomes what the name indicates: Abraham = father of all nations Peter = rock The word of God is efficacious. It does what it says it will do. This is why Saint John says yet so we are – we are children of God. 

 

gospels (see Matthew 5:23-26). 

 
 10    Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Persecution for righteousness is persecution that is endured in order to maintain good relations with God by obedience to His will. Persecution is one of the rewards of discipleship (Mark 10:30). 11    Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you (falsely) because of me. There are only eight beatitudes – this is an expansion of the previous verse. 12a Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. Everlasting life in the kingdom of God 
   
 8 


St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, Picayune, MS http://www.scborromeo.org  


Sunday (November 1):  Whoever Humbles Oneself Will Be ExaltedMeditation: Who doesn't desire the praise and respect of others? We want others to see us at our best with all of our strengths and achievements - rather than at our worst with all of our faults and shortcomings. God sees us as we truly are - sinners and beggars always in need of his mercy, help, and guidance.

Misguided zeal and pride
Jesus warned the scribes and Pharisees, the teachers and rulers of Israel, to teach and serve their people with humility and sincerity rather than with pride and self-seeking privileges and honor. They went to great lengths to draw attention to their religious status and practices. In a way they wanted to be good models of observant Jews. "See how well we observe all the ritual rules and regulations of our religion!" In their misguided zeal for religion they sought recognition and honor for themselves rather than for God. They made the practice of their faith a burden rather than a joy for the people they were supposed to serve.

True respect for God inclines us to humble ourselves and to submit to his wisdom and guidance. We cannot be taught by God unless we first learn to listen to his word and then obey his instruction.

One Father and Teacher
Was Jesus against calling anyone a rabbi , the Jewish title for a teacher of God's word (Matthew 23:7-8), or a father? The law of Moses in Scripture specifically instructed all fathers to be teachers and instructors for their children to help them understand and obey God's instructions (Deuteronomy 6:7)? Why did Jesus rebuke the scribes and Pharisees, the religious authorities of the Jewish people, in the presence of his disciples? Jesus wanted to warn both his own disciples and the religious leaders about the temptation to seek honors and titles that draw attention to ourselves in place of God and his word. Pride tempts us to put ourselves first above others.

The Scriptures give ample warning about the danger of self-seeking pride: Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall (Proverbs 16:18). God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6; Proverbs 3:24).

Origen (185-254 AD), an early Christian teacher and bible scholar, reminds those who teach and lead to remember that they are first and foremost "disciples" and "servants" who sit at the feet of their Master and Teacher the Lord Jesus Christ: "You have one teacher, and you are all brothers to each other...Whoever ministers with the divine word does not put himself forward to be called teacher , for he knows that when he performs well it is Christ who is within him. He should only call himself servant according to the command of Christ, saying, Whoever is greater among you, let him be the servant of all ."

True humility
Respect for God and for his ways inclines us to humility and to simplicity of heart - the willing readiness to seek the one true good who is God himself. What is the nature of true humility and why should we embrace it as essential for our lives? We can easily mistake humility as something demeaning or harmful to our sense of well-being and feeling good about ourselves. True humility is not feeling bad about yourself, or having a low opinion of yourself, or thinking of yourself as inferior to all others. True humility frees us from preoccupation with ourselves, whereas a low self-opinion tends to focus our attention on ourselves. Humility is truth in self-understanding and truth in action. Viewing ourselves honestly, with sober judgment, means seeing ourselves the way God sees us (Psalm 139:1-4).

A humble person makes a realistic assessment of oneself without illusion or pretense to be something one is not. A truly humble person regards oneself neither smaller nor larger than one truly is. True humility frees us to be ourselves as God regards us and to avoid falling into despair and pride. A humble person does not want to wear a mask or put on a facade in order to look good to others. Such a person is not swayed by accidentals, such as fame, reputation, success, or failure. Do you know the joy of Christ-like humility and simplicity of heart?

Humility is the queen or foundation of all the other virtues because it enables us to see and judge correctly, the way God sees. Humility helps us to be teachable so we can acquire true knowledge, wisdom, and an honest view of reality. It directs our energy, zeal, and will to give ourselves to something greater than ourselves. Humility frees us to love and serve others willingly and selflessly, for their own sake, rather than for our own. Paul the Apostle gives us the greatest example and model of humility in the person of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, and... who humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:7-8). Do you want to be a servant as Jesus loved and served others? The Lord Jesus gives us his heart - the heart of a servant who seeks the good of others and puts their interests first in his care and concern for them.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you became a servant for my sake to set me free from the tyranny of selfish pride and self-concern. Teach me to be humble as you are humble and to love others generously with selfless service and kindness.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 2, 2026

The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed
 (All Souls)

The following are a selection of the readings that may be chosen for this day. The following are a selection of the readings that may be chosen for this day. Please see Lectionary number 668 for the full selection of approved options.

Reading I

Wisdom 3:1-9

The souls of the just are in the hand of God,
 and no torment shall touch them.
 They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;
 and their passing away was thought an affliction
 and their going forth from us, utter destruction.
 But they are in peace.
 For if before men, indeed, they be punished,
 yet is their hope full of immortality;
 chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,
 because God tried them
 and found them worthy of himself.
 As gold in the furnace, he proved them,
 and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.
 In the time of their visitation they shall shine,
 and shall dart about as sparks through stubble;
 they shall judge nations and rule over peoples,
 and the Lord shall be their King forever.
 Those who trust in him shall understand truth,
 and the faithful shall abide with him in love:
 because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,
 and his care is with his elect.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6

R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
 or:
 R. Though I walk in the valley of darkness, I fear no evil, for you are with me.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
 beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
 or:
 R. Though I walk in the valley of darkness, I fear no evil, for you are with me.

He guides me in right paths
 for his name’s sake.
 Even though I walk in the dark valley
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side
 with your rod and your staff
 that give me courage.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
 or:
 R. Though I walk in the valley of darkness, I fear no evil, for you are with me.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 You anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
 or:
 R. Though I walk in the valley of darkness, I fear no evil, for you are with me.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
 or:
 R. Though I walk in the valley of darkness, I fear no evil, for you are with me.

Reading II

Romans 5:5-11

Brothers and sisters:
 Hope does not disappoint,
 because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts
 through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
 For Christ, while we were still helpless,
 died at the appointed time for the ungodly.
 Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for a just person,
 though perhaps for a good person
 one might even find courage to die.
 But God proves his love for us
 in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.
 How much more then, since we are now justified by his Blood,
 will we be saved through him from the wrath.
 Indeed, if, while we were enemies,
 we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son,
 how much more, once reconciled,
 will we be saved by his life.
 Not only that,
 but we also boast of God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
 through whom we have now received reconciliation.

Or:
 Romans 6:3-9

Brothers and sisters:
 Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
 were baptized into his death?
 We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, 
 so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
 by the glory of the Father, 
 we too might live in newness of life.

For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, 
 we shall also be united with him in the resurrection.
 We know that our old self was crucified with him, 
 so that our sinful body might be done away with, 
 that we might no longer be in slavery to sin.
 For a dead person has been absolved from sin.
 If, then, we have died with Christ,
 we believe that we shall also live with him.
 We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more;
 death no longer has power over him.

Alleluia

Matthew 25:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come, you who are blessed by my Father;
 inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 6:37-40

Jesus said to the crowds:
 “Everything that the Father gives me will come to me,
 and I will not reject anyone who comes to me,
 because I came down from heaven not to do my own will
 but the will of the one who sent me.
 And this is the will of the one who sent me,
 that I should not lose anything of what he gave me,
 but that I should raise it on the last day.
 For this is the will of my Father,
 that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him
 may have eternal life,
 and I shall raise him on the last day.”

Reflection
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Monday (November 2):  You Will Be Repaid at the Resurrection of the JustMeditation: Who do you honor at your table? The Lord is always ready to receive us at his table. As far as we can tell from the Gospel accounts, Jesus never refused a dinner invitation! Why, in this particular instance, does Jesus lecture his host on whom he should or shouldn't invite to dinner? Did his host expect some favor or reward from Jesus? Did he want to impress his neighbors with the honor of hosting the "miracle worker" from Galilee?

Generous giving doesn't impoverish - but enriches the heart
Jesus probes our hearts as well. Do you only show favor and generosity to those who will repay you in kind? What about those who do not have the means to repay you - the poor, the sick, and the disadvantaged? Generosity demands a measure of self-sacrifice. However, it doesn't impoverish, but rather enriches the soul of the giver. True generosity springs from a heart full of mercy and compassion. God has loved us first, and our love for him is a response of gratitude for the great mercy and kindness he has shown to each one of us. No one can out match God in his generous love and kindness towards us. Do you give freely as Jesus gives without seeking personal gain or reward?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your love never fails and your mercies abound. You offer us the best of gifts - peace, pardon and everlasting friendship with you at your banquet table. Fill me with gratitude for your great mercy and kindness towards me. And may I never fail to show kindness and mercy towards all I meet so that they may know the mercy and goodness you offer them as well.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 3, 2026

Tuesday of the Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Philippians 2:5-11

Brothers and sisters:
 Have among yourselves the same attitude 
 that is also yours in Christ Jesus,
 Who, though he was in the form of God,
 did not regard equality with God
 something to be grasped.
 Rather, he emptied himself,
 taking the form of a slave,
 coming in human likeness;
 and, found human in appearance,
 he humbled himself,
 becoming obedient to death,
 even death on a cross.
 Because of this, God greatly exalted him
 and bestowed on him the name
 that is above every name,
 that at the name of Jesus
 every knee should bend,
 of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 and every tongue confess that
 Jesus Christ is Lord,
 to the glory of God the Father.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 22:26b-27, 28-30ab, 30e, 31-32

R. (26a) I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

I will fulfill my vows before those who fear him.
 The lowly shall eat their fill; 
 they who seek the LORD shall praise him:
 “May your hearts be ever merry!”

R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

All the ends of the earth
 shall remember and turn to the LORD;
 All the families of the nations
 shall bow down before him.

R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 

For dominion is the LORD’s,
 and he rules the nations.
 To him alone shall bow down
 all who sleep in the earth.

R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

To him my soul shall live;
 my descendants shall serve him.
 Let the coming generation be told of the LORD
 that they may proclaim to a people yet to be born
 the justice he has shown.

R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

Alleluia

Matthew 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 14:15-24

One of those at table with Jesus said to him,
 “Blessed is the one who will dine in the Kingdom of God.”
 He replied to him,
 “A man gave a great dinner to which he invited many.
 When the time for the dinner came,
 he dispatched his servant to say to those invited,
 ‘Come, everything is now ready.’
 But one by one, they all began to excuse themselves.
 The first said to him,
 ‘I have purchased a field and must go to examine it;
 I ask you, consider me excused.’
 And another said, ‘I have purchased five yoke of oxen
 and am on my way to evaluate them;
 I ask you, consider me excused.’
 And another said, ‘I have just married a woman,
 and therefore I cannot come.’
 The servant went and reported this to his master.
 Then the master of the house in a rage commanded his servant,
 ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town
 and bring in here the poor and the crippled, the blind and the lame.’
 The servant reported, ‘Sir, your orders have been carried out
 and still there is room.’
 The master then ordered the servant,
 ‘Go out to the highways and hedgerows
 and make people come in that my home may be filled.
 For, I tell you, none of those men who were invited will taste my dinner.’”

Optional Memorial of Saint Martin de Porres, Religious

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Philippians 4:4-9

Brothers and sisters:
 Rejoice in the Lord always.
 I shall say it again: rejoice!
 Your kindness should be known to all.
 The Lord is near.
 Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,
 by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
 make your requests known to God.
 Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding
 will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers and sisters,
 whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
 whatever is just, whatever is pure,
 whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious,
 if there is any excellence
 and if there is anything worthy of praise,
 think about these things.
 Keep on doing what you have learned and received
 and heard and seen in me.
 Then the God of peace will be with you.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 131:1bcde, 2, 3

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

O LORD, my heart is not proud,
 nor are my eyes haughty;
 I busy not myself with great things,
 nor with things too sublime for me.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

Nay rather, I have stilled and quieted
 my soul like a weaned child.
 Like a weaned child on its mother's lap,
 so is my soul within me.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

O Israel, hope in the LORD,
 both now and forever.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

Alleluia

John 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 22:34-40

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,
 they gathered together, and one of them,
 a scholar of the law, tested him by asking,
 "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?"
 He said to him,
 "You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart,
 with all your soul, and with all your mind.
 This is the greatest and the first commandment.
 The second is like it:
 You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
 The whole Law and the Prophets depend on these two commandments."

Reflection
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Tuesday (November 3):  Invitation to the King's Banquet TableMeditation: What does it mean to "eat bread in the kingdom of heaven"? In the ancient world the most notable sign of favor and intimate friendship was the invitation to "share bread" at the dinner table. Who you ate with showed who you valued and trusted as your friends. A great banquet would involve a lavish meal of several courses and a large company of notable guests and friends. One of the most beautiful images of heaven in the scriptures is the royal wedding celebration and banquet given by the King for his son and friends. We, in fact, have been invited to the most important banquet of all! The last book in the Bible ends with an invitation to the wedding feast of the Lamb and his Bride, the church: The Spirit and the Bride say, Come! (Revelation 22:17). The 'Lamb of God' is the Lord Jesus Christ and his bride is the people he has redeemed by his own precious blood which was shed upon the cross for our salvation.

Making light of the Lord's gracious invitation to feast at his table
Jesus' "banquet parable" must have startled his audience. If a great lord or king invited his friends to a banquet, why would the guests turn down his invitation? A great banquet would take many days to prepare. And personal invitations would be sent out well in advance to the guests, so they would have plenty of time to prepare for the upcoming event. How insulting for the invited guests to then refuse when the time for celebrating came! They made light of the King's request because they put their own interests above his.

Excuses that hold us back from pursuing the things of God
Jesus probes the reasons why people make excuses to God's great invitation to "eat bread" with him at his banquet table. The first excuse allows the claims of one's personal business or work to take precedence over God's claim. Do you allow any task or endeavor to absorb you so much that it keeps you from the thought of God? The second excuse allows our possessions to come before God. Do you allow the media and other diversions to crowd out time for God in daily prayer and worship? The third excuse puts home and family ahead of God. God never meant for our home and relationships to be used selfishly. We serve God best when we invite him into our work, our homes, and our personal lives and when we share our possessions with others.

An invitation of undeserved grace and favor
The second part of the story focuses on those who had no claim on the king and who would never have considered getting such an invitation. The "poor, maimed, blind, and lame" represent the outcasts of society - those who can make no claim on the King. There is ample room at the feast of God even for outsiders from the highways and hedges - the Gentiles who were not members of the chosen people, the Jews. This is certainly an invitation of grace - undeserved, unmerited favor and kindness. But this invitation also contains a warning for those who refuse it or who approach the wedding feast unworthily. Grace is a free gift, but it is also an awesome responsibility.

God's grace is free and costly
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German pastor who died for his faith under the Nazi persecution of Jews and Christians, contrasted cheap grace and costly grace : "Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves... the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance... grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate... Costly grace is the Gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift which must be asked for, the door at which a man must knock. Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life."

God lavishes his grace upon each one of us to draw us closer to himself and he invites each of us to his banquet that we may share more deeply in his joy. Are you ready to feast at the Lord's banquet table?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you withhold no good thing from us and you lavish us with the treasures of heaven. Help me to seek your kingdom first and to lay aside anything that might hinder me from doing your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 4, 2026

Memorial of Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop

Reading 1

Phiippians 2:12-18

My beloved, obedient as you have always been,
 not only when I am present but all the more now when I am absent,
 work out your salvation with fear and trembling.
 For God is the one who, for his good purpose,
 works in you both to desire and to work.
 Do everything without grumbling or questioning,
 that you may be blameless and innocent,
 children of God without blemish
 in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation,
 among whom you shine like lights in the world,
 as you hold on to the word of life,
 so that my boast for the day of Christ may be
 that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.
 But, even if I am poured out as a libation
 upon the sacrificial service of your faith,
 I rejoice and share my joy with all of you.
 In the same way you also should rejoice and share your joy with me.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14

R. (1a) The Lord is my light and my salvation.

The LORD is my light and my salvation;
 whom should I fear?
 The LORD is my life’s refuge;
 of whom should I be afraid?

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

One thing I ask of the LORD;
 this I seek:
 To dwell in the house of the LORD
 all the days of my life,
 That I may gaze on the loveliness of the LORD
 and contemplate his temple.

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

I believe that I shall see the bounty of the LORD
 in the land of the living.
 Wait for the LORD with courage;
 be stouthearted, and wait for the LORD.

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Alleluia

1 Peter 4:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you,
 for the Spirit of God rests upon you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 14:25-33

Great crowds were traveling with Jesus,
 and he turned and addressed them,
 “If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother, 
 wife and children, brothers and sisters,
 and even his own life,
 he cannot be my disciple.
 Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me
 cannot be my disciple.
 Which of you wishing to construct a tower
 does not first sit down and calculate the cost
 to see if there is enough for its completion? 
 Otherwise, after laying the foundation
 and finding himself unable to finish the work
 the onlookers should laugh at him and say,
 ‘This one began to build but did not have the resources to finish.’ 
 Or what king marching into battle would not first sit down
 and decide whether with ten thousand troops
 he can successfully oppose another king
 advancing upon him with twenty thousand troops? 
 But if not, while he is still far away,
 he will send a delegation to ask for peace terms. 
 In the same way,
 everyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions
 cannot be my disciple.”

Memorial of Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

Romans 12:3-13

Brothers and sisters:
 By the grace given to me I tell everyone among you
 not to think of himself more highly than one ought to think,
 but to think soberly,
 each according to the measure of faith that God has apportioned.
 For as in one body we have many parts,
 and all the parts do not have the same function,
 so we, though many, are one Body in Christ
 and individually parts of one another.
 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us,
 let us exercise them:
 if prophecy, in proportion to the faith;
 if ministry, in ministering;
 if one is a teacher, in teaching;
 if one exhorts, in exhortation;
 if one contributes, in generosity;
 if one is over others, with diligence;
 if one does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

Let love be sincere;
 hate what is evil,
 hold on to what is good;
 love one another with mutual affection;
 anticipate one another in showing honor.
 Do not grow slack in zeal,
 be fervent in spirit,
 serve the Lord.
 Rejoice in hope,
 endure in affliction,
 persevere in prayer.
 Contribute to the needs of the holy ones,
 exercise hospitality.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 21-22, 25 and 27

R. (see 2a) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

The favors of the LORD I will sing forever;
 through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.
 For you have said, "My kindness is established forever";
 in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
 I have sworn to David my servant:
 Forever will I confirm your posterity
 and establish your throne for all generations."

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"I have found David, my servant;
 with my holy oil I have anointed him,
 That my hand may be always with him,
 and that my arm may make him strong."

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"My faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him,
 and through my name shall his horn be exalted.
 He shall say of me, 'You are my father,
 my God, the rock, my savior.'"

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia

John 10:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my sheep, and mine know me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 10:11-16

Jesus said:
 "I am the good shepherd.
 A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
 A hired man, who is not a shepherd
 and whose sheep are not his own,
 sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away,
 and the wolf catches and scatters them.
 This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep.
 I am the good shepherd,
 and I know mine and mine know me,
 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father;
 and I will lay down my life for the sheep.
 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.
 These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice,
 and there will be one flock, one shepherd."

Reflection
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Wednesday (November 4):  The True Cost of DiscipleshipMeditation: Why does the Lord Jesus say we must 'hate' our families and even ourselves (Luke 14:26)? In Biblical times the expression 'to hate' often meant to 'prefer less'. Jesus used strong language to make clear that nothing should take precedence or first place over God. God our heavenly Father created us in his image and likeness to be his beloved sons and daughters. He has put us first in his love and concern for our well-being and happiness. Our love for him is a response to his exceeding love and kindness towards us. True love is costly because it holds nothing back from the beloved - it is ready to give all and sacrifice all for the beloved. God the Father gave us his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who freely offered up his life for us on the cross as the atoning sacrifice for our sins. His sacrificial death brought us pardon and healing, new life in the Spirit and peace with God.

The cost of following Jesus as his disciples
Jesus willingly embraced the cross, not only out of obedience to his Father's will, but out of a merciful love for each one of us in order to set us free from slavery to sin, Satan, and everything that would keep us from his love, truth, and goodness. Jesus knew that the cross was the Father's way for him to achieve victory over sin and death - and glory for our sake as well. He counted the cost and said 'yes' to his Father's will. If we want to share in his glory and victory, then we, too, must 'count the cost' and say 'yes" to his call to "take up our cross and follow him" as our Lord and Savior.

What is the 'way of the cross' for you and me? It means that when my will crosses with God's will, then his will must be done. The way of the cross involves sacrifice, the sacrifice of laying down my life each and every day for Jesus' sake. What makes such sacrifice possible and "sweet" for us is the love of God poured out for us in the blood of Christ who cleanses us and makes us a new creation in him. Paul the Apostle tells us that "God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us" (Romans 5:5). We can never outmatch God in his merciful love and kindness towards us. He always gives us more than we can expect or imagine. Do you allow the Holy Spirit to fill your heart and transform your life with the overflowing love and mercy of God?

The wise plan ahead to avert failure and shame
What do the twin parables of the tower builder and a ruler on a war campaign have in common (Luke 14:28-32)? Both the tower builder and the ruler risked serious loss if they did not carefully plan ahead to to make sure they could finish what they had begun. In a shame and honor culture people want at all costs to avoid being mocked by their community for failing to complete a task which they had begun in earnest. This double set of parables echoes the instruction given in the Old Testament Book of Proverbs: "By wisdom a house is built" and "by wise guidance you can wage a war" to ensure victory (Proverbs 24:3-6).

In Jesus' time every landowner who could afford it built a wall around his orchard or vineyard as a protection from intruders who might steal or destroy his produce. A tower was usually built in a corner of the wall and a guard posted especially during harvest time when thieves would likely try to make off with the goods. Starting a building-project, like a watchtower, and leaving it unfinished because of poor planning or insufficient funds would invite the scorn of the whole village. Likewise a king who decided to wage a war against an opponent who was much stronger, would be considered foolish if he did not come up with a plan that had a decent chance of success. Counting the cost and investing wisely are necessary conditions for securing a good return on the investment.

The great exchange
If you prize something of great value and want to possess it, it's natural to ask what it will cost you before you make a commitment to invest in it. Jesus was utterly honest and spared no words to tell his disciples that it would cost them dearly to be his disciples - it would cost them their whole lives and all they possessed in exchange for the new life and treasure of God's kingdom. The Lord Jesus leaves no room for compromise or concession. We either give our lives over to him entirely or we keep them for ourselves. Paul the Apostle reminds us, "We are not our own. We were bought with a price" ( 1 Corinthians 6:19b,20). W e were once slaves to sin and a kingdom of darkness and oppression, but we have now been purchased with the precious blood of Jesus Christ who has ransomed us from a life of darkness and destruction so we could enter his kingdom of light and truth. Christ has set us free to choose whom we will serve in this present life as well as in the age to come - God's kingdom of light, truth, and goodness or Satan's kingdom of darkness, lies, and deception. There are no neutral parties - we are either for God's kingdom or against it.

Who do you love first - above all else?
The love of God compels us to choose who or what will be first in our lives. To place any relationship or any possession above God is a form of idolatry - worshiping the creature in place of the Creator and Ruler over all he has made. Jesus challenges his disciples to examine who and what they love first and foremost. We can be ruled and mastered by many different things - money, drugs, success, power or fame. Only one Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, can truly set us free from the power of sin, greed, and destruction. The choice is ours - who will we serve and follow - the path and destiny the Lord Jesus offers us or the path we choose in opposition to God's will and purpose for our lives. It boils down to choosing between life and death, truth and falsehood, goodness and evil. If we choose for the Lord Jesus and put our trust in him, he will show us the path that leads to true joy and happiness with our Father in heaven.


Prayer: Lord Jesus, your are my Treasure, my Life, and my All. There is nothing in this life that can outweigh the joy of knowing, loving, and serving you all the days of my life. Take my life and all that I have and make it yours for your glory now and forever.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 5, 2026

Thursday of the Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Philippians 3:3-8a

Brothers and sisters:
 We are the circumcision, 
 we who worship through the Spirit of God,
 who boast in Christ Jesus and do not put our confidence in flesh,
 although I myself have grounds for confidence even in the flesh.

If anyone else thinks he can be confident in flesh, all the more can I. 
 Circumcised on the eighth day,
 of the race of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin,
 a Hebrew of Hebrew parentage,
 in observance of the law a Pharisee,
 in zeal I persecuted the Church,
 in righteousness based on the law I was blameless.

But whatever gains I had,
 these I have come to consider a loss because of Christ.
 More than that, I even consider everything as a loss
 because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7

R. (3b) Let hearts rejoice who search for the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sing to him, sing his praise,
 proclaim all his wondrous deeds.
 Glory in his holy name;
 rejoice, O hearts that seek the LORD!

R. Let hearts rejoice who search for the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Look to the LORD in his strength;
 seek to serve him constantly.
 Recall the wondrous deeds that he has wrought,
 his portents, and the judgments he has uttered.

R. Let hearts rejoice who search for the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

You descendants of Abraham, his servants,
 sons of Jacob, his chosen ones!
 He, the LORD, is our God;
 throughout the earth his judgments prevail.

R. Let hearts rejoice who search for the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Matthew 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 15:1-10

The tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus,
 but the Pharisees and scribes began to complain, saying,
 “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 So Jesus addressed this parable to them.
 “What man among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of them
 would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert
 and go after the lost one until he finds it?
 And when he does find it,
 he sets it on his shoulders with great joy
 and, upon his arrival home,
 he calls together his friends and neighbors and says to them,
 ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.’ 
 I tell you, in just the same way
 there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
 than over ninety-nine righteous people
 who have no need of repentance.

“Or what woman having ten coins and losing one
 would not light a lamp and sweep the house,
 searching carefully until she finds it?
 And when she does find it,
 she calls together her friends and neighbors
 and says to them,
 ‘Rejoice with me because I have found the coin that I lost.’ 
 In just the same way, I tell you,
 there will be rejoicing among the angels of God
 over one sinner who repents.”

Reflection
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Thursday (November 5):  Sinners Were Drawn to JesusMeditation: Do you ever feel resentful or get upset when someone else gets treated better than you think they deserve? The scribes and Pharisees took great offense at Jesus because he went out of his way to meet with sinners and he treated them like they were his friends. The Pharisees had strict regulations about how they were to keep away from sinners, lest they incur ritual defilement. They were not to entrust money to sinners or have any business dealings with them, nor trust them with a secret, nor entrust orphans to their care, nor accompany them on a journey, nor give their daughter in marriage to any of their sons, nor invite them as guests or be their guests.

Do you judge others with mercy or disdain - with kindness or harshness?
The Pharisees were shocked when they saw Jesus freely meeting with sinners and even going to their homes to eat with them. Many sinners and outcasts of society were drawn to Jesus to hear him speak about the mercy of God and the offer of new life and friendship in the kingdom of God. When the Pharisees began to question Jesus' motive and practice of associating with sinners and outcasts, Jesus responded by giving them two parables about a lost sheep and a lost coin to challenge their way of judging sinners and shunning contact with them.

Finding and restoring what has been lost
What is the point of Jesus' story about a lost sheep and a lost coin? In Jesus' time shepherds normally counted their sheep at the end of the day to make sure all were accounted for. Since sheep by their very nature are very social, an isolated sheep can quickly become bewildered and even neurotic. The shepherd's grief and anxiety is turned to joy when he finds the lost sheep and restores it to the fold.

The housewife who lost a coin faced something of an economic disaster, since the value of the coin would be equivalent to her husband's daily wage. What would she say to her husband when he returned home from work? They were poor and would suffer greatly because of the loss. Her grief and anxiety turn to joy when she finds the coin.

Bringing the lost to the community of faith
Both the shepherd and the housewife "search until what they have lost is found." Their persistence pays off. They both instinctively share their joy with the whole community. The poor are particularly good at sharing in one another's sorrows and joys. What was new in Jesus' teaching was the insistence that sinners must be sought out and not merely mourned for. God does not rejoice in the loss of anyone, but desires that all be saved and restored to fellowship with him. That is why the whole community of heaven rejoices when one sinner is found and restored to friendship with God. Seekers of the lost are much needed today. Do you persistently pray and seek after those you know who have lost their way to God?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, let your light dispel the darkness that what is lost may be found and restored. Let your light shine through me that others may see your love and truth and find hope and peace in you. May I never doubt your love nor take for granted the mercy you have shown to me. Fill me with your transforming love that I may be merciful as you are merciful.
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November 6, 2026

Friday of the Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Philippians 3:17—4:1

Join with others in being imitators of me, brothers and sisters, 
 and observe those who thus conduct themselves 
 according to the model you have in us.
 For many, as I have often told you 
 and now tell you even in tears, 
 conduct themselves as enemies of the cross of Christ.
 Their end is destruction.
 Their God is their stomach; 
 their glory is in their “shame.”
 Their minds are occupied with earthly things.
 But our citizenship is in heaven, 
 and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
 He will change our lowly body
 to conform with his glorified Body 
 by the power that enables him also 
 to bring all things into subjection to himself.

Therefore, my brothers and sisters,
 whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 
 in this way stand firm in the Lord, beloved. 



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5

R. (1) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

I rejoiced because they said to me,
 “We will go up to the house of the LORD.”
 And now we have set foot
 within your gates, O Jerusalem.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

Jerusalem, built as a city
 with compact unity.
 To it the tribes go up,
 the tribes of the LORD.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

According to the decree for Israel,
 to give thanks to the name of the LORD.
 In it are set up judgment seats,
 seats for the house of David.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

Alleluia

1 John 2:5

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Whoever keeps the word of Christ,
 the love of God is truly perfected in him.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 16:1-8

Jesus said to his disciples, “A rich man had a steward
 who was reported to him for squandering his property.
 He summoned him and said,
 ‘What is this I hear about you?
 Prepare a full account of your stewardship,
 because you can no longer be my steward.’
 The steward said to himself, ‘What shall I do,
 now that my master is taking the position of steward away from me?
 I am not strong enough to dig and I am ashamed to beg.
 I know what I shall do so that,
 when I am removed from the stewardship,
 they may welcome me into their homes.’
 He called in his master’s debtors one by one.
 To the first he said, ‘How much do you owe my master?’
 He replied, ‘One hundred measures of olive oil.’
 He said to him, ‘Here is your promissory note.
 Sit down and quickly write one for fifty.’
 Then to another he said, ‘And you, how much do you owe?’
 He replied, ‘One hundred measures of wheat.’ 
 He said to him, ‘Here is your promissory note;
 write one for eighty.’
 And the master commended that dishonest steward for acting prudently.
 For the children of this world
 are more prudent in dealing with their own generation
 than the children of light.”

Reflection
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Friday (November 6):  The Necessity of Prudent ForesightMeditation: Do you make good use of your money and possessions? Jesus seemed to praise a steward (a manager entrusted with his master's goods) who misused his employer's money. What did the steward do that made Jesus praise him? The steward was responsible for managing his wealthy landowner's property. The steward very likely overcharged his master's tenants for their use of the land and kept more than his fair share of the profit. When the landowner discovered the steward's dishonest practice he immediately removed him from his job, leaving him penniless and ashamed to beg or do manual work.

The necessity of prudent foresight to avert disaster
Before news of his dismissal became public knowledge, the shrewd steward struck a deal with his master's debtors. In discounting their debts he probably was giving up his generous commission. Such a deal won him great favor with the debtors. Since the steward acted as the landowner's agent, such a deal made his master look very generous and forgiving towards those who owed him money. Surely everyone would praise such a generous landowner as the town hero! Since the master could not undo the steward's cancellation of the debts without losing face and making his debtors resent him, he praised the steward for outwitting him and making him appear as a generous and merciful landowner.

Jesus obviously thought that the example of a very clever steward would be a perfect illustration for a spiritual lesson about God and how God treats those who belong to his kingdom. What's the point of Jesus' parable? The dishonest steward is commended not for mishandling his master's wealth, but for his shrewd provision in averting personal disaster and in securing his future livelihood. The original meaning of "shrewdness" is "foresight". A shrewd person grasps a critical situation with resolution, foresight, and the determination to avoid serious loss or disaster.

Faith and prudent foresight can save us from moral and spiritual disaster
Jesus is concerned here with something more critical than a financial or economic crisis. His concern is that we avert spiritual crisis and personal moral disaster through the exercise of faith and foresight. If Christians would only expend as much foresight and energy to spiritual matters, which have eternal consequences, as they do to earthly matters which have temporal consequences, then they would be truly better off, both in this life and in the age to come.

God loves good stewardship and generosity
Ambrose, a 4th century bishop said: The bosoms of the poor, the houses of widows, the mouths of children are the barns which last forever. True wealth consists not in what we keep but in what we give away. Possessions are a great responsibility. The Lord expects us to use them honestly and responsibly and to put them at his service and the service of others. We belong to God and all that we have is his as well. He expects us to make a good return on what he gives us.

God loves generosity and he gives liberally to those who share his gifts with others. The Pharisees, however, had little room for God or others in their hearts. The Gospel says they were lovers of money (Luke 16:14). Love of money and wealth crowd out love of God and love of neighbor. Jesus makes clear that our hearts must either be possessed by God's love or our hearts will be possessed by the love of something else. What do you most treasure in your heart?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, all that I have is a gift from you. May I love you freely and generously with all that I possess. Help me to be a wise and faithful steward of the resources you put at my disposal, including the use of my time, money, and possessions.
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November 7, 2026

Saturday of the Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Philippians 4:10-19

Brothers and sisters:
 I rejoice greatly in the Lord
 that now at last you revived your concern for me.
 You were, of course, concerned about me but lacked an opportunity.
 Not that I say this because of need,
 for I have learned, in whatever situation I find myself,
 to be self-sufficient.
 I know indeed how to live in humble circumstances;
 I know also how to live with abundance.
 In every circumstance and in all things
 I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry,
 of living in abundance and of being in need.
 I have the strength for everything through him who empowers me.
 Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress.

You Philippians indeed know that at the beginning of the Gospel,
 when I left Macedonia,
 not a single church shared with me
 in an account of giving and receiving, except you alone.
 For even when I was at Thessalonica
 you sent me something for my needs,
 not only once but more than once.
 It is not that I am eager for the gift;
 rather, I am eager for the profit that accrues to your account.
 I have received full payment and I abound.
 I am very well supplied because of what I received from you
 through Epaphroditus,
 “a fragrant aroma,” an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.
 My God will fully supply whatever you need,
 in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 112:1b-2, 5-6, 8a, 9

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Blessed the man who fears the LORD,
 who greatly delights in his commands.
 His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth;
 the upright generation shall be blessed.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Well for the man who is gracious and lends,
 who conducts his affairs with justice;
 He shall never be moved;
 the just one shall be in everlasting remembrance.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear.
 Lavishly he gives to the poor;
 his generosity shall endure forever;
 his horn shall be exalted in glory.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

2 Corinthians 8:9

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Jesus Christ became poor although he was rich,
 So that by his poverty you might become rich.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 16:9-15

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “I tell you, make friends for yourselves with dishonest wealth,
 so that when it fails, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.
 The person who is trustworthy in very small matters
 is also trustworthy in great ones;
 and the person who is dishonest in very small matters
 is also dishonest in great ones.
 If, therefore, you are not trustworthy with dishonest wealth,
 who will trust you with true wealth?
 If you are not trustworthy with what belongs to another,
 who will give you what is yours?
 No servant can serve two masters.
 He will either hate one and love the other,
 or be devoted to one and despise the other.
 You cannot serve God and mammon.”

The Pharisees, who loved money,
 heard all these things and sneered at him.
 And he said to them,
 “You justify yourselves in the sight of others,
 but God knows your hearts;
 for what is of human esteem is an abomination in the sight of God.”

Reflection
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Saturday (November 7):  Who Will Entrust to You the True Riches?Meditation: What does "tainted money" (or "unrighteous mammon") have to do with heavenly treasure and eternal life? Jesus exhorts his disciples to be like the shrewd steward who used money generously to make friends and win for himself a secure and happy future (see the parable of the dishonest steward in Luke 16:1-9). Generous giving is connected with alms-giving - the sharing of our financial and material resources with those in need ( Luke 12:33 ). Those who receive alms become your friends because you are merciful to them in their time of need, just as God is merciful to you in your need for his forgiveness and help.

The rabbis had a saying, "The rich help the poor in this world, but the poor help the rich in the world to come." Ambrose, a 4th century bishop commenting on the parable of the rich fool who tore down his barns to build bigger ones to store his goods. said: The bosoms of the poor, the houses of widows, the mouths of children are the barns which last forever. The true treasure which lasts is the treasure stored up for us in heaven. God richly rewards those who give generously from the heart to help those in need.

True generosity does not impoverish - but enriches the giver
What is the enemy of generosity? It's greed, the excessive desire for personal gain and security. However, we do not need to be afraid for true generosity does not impoverish the giver, but enriches that person a hundredfold! Generosity expands the soul - but greed contracts it. God is generous and superabundant in lavishing his gifts upon us. We can never outmatch God in generosity. He has given us the best of gifts in sending us his only-begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who offered up his life for us on the cross. The Father also offers us the gift of the Holy Spirit who fills us with the fruit of peace, joy, patience, kindness, love, and self-control (Galatians 5:22) - and many other blessings as well. Everything we have is an outright gift of God. Do you know the joy and freedom of blessing others with the gifts and resources God has given to you?

What controls or rules your life?
Jesus concludes his parable with a lesson on what controls or rules our lives. Who is the master (or ruler) in charge of your life? Our "master" is that which governs our thought-life, shapes our ideals, and controls the desires of the heart and the values we choose to live by. We can be ruled by many different things - the love of money or possessions, the power of position, the glamour of wealth and prestige, the driving force of unruly passions and addictions. Ultimately the choice boils down to two: God and "mammon". What is mammon? "Mammon" stands for "material wealth or possessions" or whatever tends to "control our appetites and desires."

When a number of the religious leaders heard Jesus' parable they reacted with scorn (Luke 16:14). Jesus spoke to the condition of their hearts - they were lovers of money (Luke 16:14). Love of money and wealth crowd out love of God and love of neighbor. Jesus makes clear that our heart must either be possessed by God's love or our heart will be possessed by the love of something else.

The Lord alone can satisfy our desires and give us generous hearts
There is one Master alone who has the power to set us free from greed and possessiveness. That Master is the Lord Jesus Christ who died to set us free and who rose to give us new abundant life. The Lord Jesus invites us to make him the Master and Lord of our lives. He alone can satisfy the desires of our heart and transform us in his love through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Our money, time, and possessions are precious resources and gifts from God. We can guard them jealously for ourselves alone or allow the love of the Lord to guide us in making good use of them for the benefit of others - especially those in need - and for the work of the Lord in advancing his kingdom. Ask the Lord to fill your heart with a spirit of generosity and joy in sharing what you have with others.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may the fire of your love burn in my heart that I may be wholly devoted to you above all else. Free me from greed and attachment to material things that I may be generous in using the gifts and resources you give me for your glory and for the good of my neighbor.
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November 8, 2026

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Wisdom 6:12-16

Resplendent and unfading is wisdom,
 and she is readily perceived by those who love her,
 and found by those who seek her.
 She hastens to make herself known in anticipation of their desire;
 Whoever watches for her at dawn shall not be disappointed,
 for he shall find her sitting by his gate.
 For taking thought of wisdom is the perfection of prudence,
 and whoever for her sake keeps vigil
 shall quickly be free from care;
 because she makes her own rounds, seeking those worthy of her,
 and graciously appears to them in the ways,
 and meets them with all solicitude.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8

R. (2b) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

O God, you are my God whom I seek;
 for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts
 like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary
 to see your power and your glory,
 For your kindness is a greater good than life;
 my lips shall glorify you.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Thus will I bless you while I live;
 lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name.
 As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied,
 and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

I will remember you upon my couch,
 and through the night-watches I will meditate on you:
 You are my help,
 and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.


 Reading 2

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,
 about those who have fallen asleep,
 so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope. 
 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose,
 so too will God, through Jesus,
 bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 
 Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord,
 that we who are alive,
 who are left until the coming of the Lord,
 will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep.
 For the Lord himself, with a word of command,
 with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God,
 will come down from heaven,
 and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
 Then we who are alive, who are left,
 will be caught up together with them in the clouds
 to meet the Lord in the air. 
 Thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
 Therefore, console one another with these words.


 or
 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,
 about those who have fallen asleep,
 so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope. 
 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose,
 so too will God, through Jesus,
 bring with him those who have fallen asleep.



Alleluia

Matthew 24:42a, 44

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Stay awake and be ready!
 For you do not know on what day your Lord will come.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus told his disciples this parable:
 "The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins
 who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 
 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 
 The foolish ones, when taking their lamps,
 brought no oil with them,
 but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps. 
 Since the bridegroom was long delayed,
 they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
 At midnight, there was a cry,
 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'
 Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. 
 The foolish ones said to the wise,
 'Give us some of your oil,
 for our lamps are going out.'
 But the wise ones replied,
 'No, for there may not be enough for us and you.
 Go instead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves.'
 While they went off to buy it,
 the bridegroom came
 and those who were ready went into the wedding feast with him. 
 Then the door was locked.
 Afterwards the other virgins came and said,
 'Lord, Lord, open the door for us!'
 But he said in reply,
 'Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.'
 Therefore, stay awake,
 for you know neither the day nor the hour."

Reflection
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32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Wisdom 6:12-16 

 
 This book, which the Vulgate calls Wisdom and the Septuagint calls The Wisdom of Solomon, is one of the most typical books of Wisdom literature. Although the book itself claims that it was written by Solomon, it is a case of pseudonymity: a device often used in the ancient world to highlight the importance of a literary work. Here the author has used the prestige of Solomon, the greatest of the wise men of Israel. The inspired writer wrote the entire book in Greek and is thought to have been a Hellenized Jew, thoroughly familiar with Greek culture, writing probably at Alexandria (Egypt). Against the background of Egyptian worship of animals and mockery of Jewish trust in God, the author devotes much of the first part of his book to the ineffectiveness of such mockery when God has promised immortality to those who remain faithful. Using Greek modes of thought, he is the first to express the hope of afterlife in terms of immortality of the individual soul. In the second section of his book, from which our reading for today comes, the inspired author speaks in praise of wisdom. To the Jew, wisdom is the knowledge of how to conduct oneself in speech and conduct in such a way as to dispose others favorably, to foster ones own success and advancement, and to live free of the anxiety which arises from hostility, opposition, and failure. Young men were trained in the manners of a good scribe when they learned their letters. Israelite wisdom differed from the wisdom of other cultures in that it was modified by its relation of faith in Yahweh. Other cultures, such as the Egyptians, had gods who were venerated for their wisdom. These gods were consulted like specialists: one for love, another for the sea, another in matters of war, yet another for something else. Only Yahweh is truly wise – his wisdom is exhibited in creation. In the Old Testament wisdom appears as a personified accompaniment of Yahweh in His creation – as a heavenly being which reflects the majesty and attributes of divinity – a personification of Yahwehs functions. 12    Resplendent and unfading is Wisdom, Proverbs 3:15 says wisdom is more precious than corals, and none of your choice possessions can compare with her. 1    and she is readily perceived by those who love her, and found by those who seek her. In Proverbs 8:17 wisdom says Those who love me I also love, and those who seek me find me. 13    She hastens to make herself known in anticipation of mens desire; 14 he who watches for her at dawn shall not be disappointed, for he shall find her sitting by his gate. 15 For taking thought of her is the perfection of prudence, and he who for her sake keeps vigil shall quickly be free from care; Like wisdom herself. Wisdom 7:23 says she is kindly, firm, secure, tranquil, all-powerful, all-seeing. 16    Because she makes her own rounds, seeking those worthy of her, and graciously appears to them in the ways, and meets them with all solicitude. 

 

2nd Reading - 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 
 Christian teaching on the end of the world and the last things is the subject which receives the most attention in both 1st and 2nd Thessalonians. The matter is dealt with on two levels: what happens to a person when he or she dies (individual eschatology); and what happens at the end of time, when the ultimate victory of the Church will be revealed, the good will go to heaven and the reprobate will be condemned (general eschatology). Mans life does not end with death, because his soul is immortal and lives forever. Unlike those who have no hope, believers should not be saddened by the prospect of death (the opening verse of todays reading). The moment the soul is separated from the body, it enjoys the vision of God (Philippians 1:23; 2 Corinthians 5:8), but the body must await the day of resurrection – Christ has risen and we too will rise and join Him (the second verse of todays reading). Therefore, we hope in the resurrection of our bodies at the end of time, when our Lord comes again in glory. Saint Paul describes this second coming as an event of great solemnity in our reading today, an event accompanied by an angels call and the sound of a trumpet. The language Saint Paul uses to describe this event (called apocalyptic language) highlights the mystery and power of God. After the parousia (Greek for appearance or showing) will come the resurrection of the dead. Each body will be brought back to life by its own soul, and those who are still alive on that day will, together with their brethren who are dead and have risen, go to meet the Lord (what the Fundamentalists call the rapture). However, the bodies of both will be glorified and therefore those who died before the parousia will have no advantage or disadvantage compared to those who are still living at this point. 2    13    We do not want you to be unaware, This is a favorite phrase of Pauls when he is drawing attention to an important point. brothers [and sisters], about those who have fallen asleep, so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope. Not with a natural sorrow at the loss of a loved one, but with a pagan sorrow that is without Christian hope. 14    For if we believe The certitude of faith is in the resurrection and a life of glory with Christ. that Jesus died and rose, An early creedal formula so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep. The resurrection of Christians is attributed to God. Jesus is not the cause of death, but a bond persists between the Christian and Christ in death just as it did in life. The goal of Gods activity in the resurrection is to effect the reunion of the believer with the Risen Christ. 15    Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord, This phrase has aroused speculation as to whether this is an otherwise un-chronicled saying of Jesus or a private revelation. In any case, it is clear that he is speaking with the authority of Christ. that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, This phrase caused some confusion, even among the Thessalonians who took it to mean that the parousia would occur very soon. will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep. No precedence or favor will be shown for the living – or the dead – both will have died in Christ. We think that those who have been perfected and who no longer commit sin are alive in Christ. The dead in Christ are those who are favorably disposed to the Christian faith and who prefer to live a good life but who have not, in fact, actually succeeded, but still sin, either in ignorance of the accurate true word of justice or in weakness, because their decisions are overcome by the flesh, which lusts against the spirit (Galatians 5:17). And it is 3    conformity with these matters that Paul, conscious of himself, says, because he has already succeeded, We who are alive. But those whom we spoke of as dead have special need of the resurrection, since not even those who are alive can be taken up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air before the dead in Christ first rise. This is why it has been written, The dead in Christ shall rise first, then those who are alive, etc. [Origen (A.D. 226), Commentaries on John 20,232-233] 16    For the Lord himself, with a word of command, with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God, This phrase could very well be referring to the same thing; the voice may sound like a trumpet. In Old Testament theophanies the trumpet (horn/shofar) plays a role. The horn is used to assemble Gods people at Sinai (Exodus 19:13, 16, 19). will come down from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Their soul will reenter their now glorified body. 17    Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them Those who lived until this event will also have a glorified body. in the clouds Clouds are the traditional veil and accompaniment of God and of the Risen Christ. to meet the Lord in the air. Since the body is glorified and the Lord has come down the reunion of the Christian with his Lord takes place in the heavenly realm – not on earth. Thus we shall always be with the Lord. This is the climax of Saint Pauls teaching – at the parousia time ends and eternity starts. 18    Therefore, console one another with these words. Next week we will hear about the timing of the parousia. 

 

Gospel - Matthew 25:1-13 

 
 Last week we heard Jesus take the scribes and Pharisees to task for not fathering the people; for not setting the proper example and treating them fairly. We now skip over chapter 24 (this chapter is read in the 1st Sunday of Advent, Cycle A and on June 30th, the Feast of the First Martyrs of the Church of Rome), and move to the parable of the wise and 4    foolish virgins; a parable peculiar to Matthew. There is little detailed information about wedding practices at the time of Christ, but there was a solemn procession from the home of the bride to the home of the bridegroom: the taking of the bride from her fathers house to his own by the bridegroom was the symbolic act of marriage. Since the bridesmaids went to welcome the groom, this indicates that they went to accompany him and his party to the house of the bride and from there, presumably to the house of the groom. It is from the wedding feast that the foolish virgins are excluded – and since it is the bridegroom who denies them, the feast must be at his house. 25:1 Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Expectant disciples (believers). In Hebrew numerology ten represents responsibility and law. 2    Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones, when taking their lamps, brought no oil with them, 4 but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps. Since it is not known when the parousia will happen, one must always be ready to go and meet the Lord. Five in Hebrew numerology represents grace, Gods goodness. 5    Since the bridegroom was long delayed, The delay of the parousia sets up the problem being addressed here – the danger of love growing cold. they all became drowsy and fell asleep. Absolute vigilance is not so much the point as readiness. 6    At midnight, The Son of Man is the Lord of surprises – He comes when you least expect it. there was a cry, Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him! This expresses the longing of the early Church for the consummation of the kingdom. 7    Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out. The oil represents the good works of living out the gospel; the foolish virgins have just been coasting along. 9    But the wise ones replied, No, for there may not be enough for us and you. Go instead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves. 5    Refusal by the wise doesnt constitute a lack of charity or helpfulness – good works are not completely transferrable. Others can help, but readiness to accept salvation is, ultimately, a matter of personal responsibility. 10    While they went off to buy it, the bridegroom came and those who were ready went into the wedding feast with him. Those who are prepared to accept salvation are admitted to the wedding feast of the Lamb – the heavenly banquet. Then the door was locked. 11 Afterwards the other virgins came and said, Lord, Lord, open the door for us! Those who are not prepared cannot expect to be admitted. 12    But he said in reply, Amen, I say to you, I do not know you. See Matthew 7:21-23; Luke 6:46. 13    Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
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Sunday (November 8):  The Foolish Will Miss Heaven's Wedding FeastMeditation: Are you missing out on what's most important in life? Being unprepared can lead to unnecessary trouble and even disaster! What good is a life-jacket left on the shore when the boat is sinking? Jesus' story of ten single ladies waiting for a wedding procession in the middle of the night seems strange to most westerners today. But Jesus' audience knew all too well how easily this could happen to them.

Don't miss the most important engagement of all
Wedding customs in ancient Palestine required extra vigilance and preparation for everyone involved. (Some near eastern villages still follow this custom.) The bride and groom did not go away for their honeymoon, but celebrated for a whole week with their family and friends. It was the custom for the groom, in company with his friends, to come at his discretion and get his bride and bring her to their new home. They would take the longest route possible so that many villagers along the way could join in the wedding procession. Once they arrived and closed the doors, no one else could be admitted. If the groom decided to come and bring his bride at night, then lights were required by necessity to guide the travelers through the dark and narrow streets. No one was allowed on the village streets at night without a lamp!

To show up for a wedding party without proper attire and travel arrangements is like trying to get into a special event today that requires a prearranged permit or reservation. You just don't get in without the proper pass. Can you imagine the frustration travelers might experience when going abroad and finding out that they can't get into some country because they don't have the right visa or a valid passport.

The consequences of being unprepared to meet the Lord
Jesus warns us that there are consequences for being unprepared. There are certain things you cannot obtain at the last moment. For example, students cannot prepare for their exams when the day of testing is already upon them. A person cannot get the right kind of character, strength, and skill required for a task at hand unless they already possess it, such as a captain with courage and nautical skills who must steer a ship through a dangerous storm at sea.

When the Lord Jesus comes to lead you to his heavenly banquet will you be ready to hear his voice and follow? Our eternal welfare depends on our hearing, and many have trained themselves to not hear. We will not be prepared to meet the Lord, face to face, when he calls us on the day of judgment, unless we listen to him today. The Lord invites us to feast at his heavenly banquet table. Are you ready?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, make me vigilant and attentive to your voice that I may heed your call at all times. May I find joy in your presence and delight in doing your will.
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November 9, 2026

Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome

Reading 1

Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12

The angel brought me
 back to the entrance of the temple,
 and I saw water flowing out
 from beneath the threshold of the temple toward the east,
 for the façade of the temple was toward the east;
 the water flowed down from the southern side of the temple,
 south of the altar.
 He led me outside by the north gate,
 and around to the outer gate facing the east,
 where I saw water trickling from the southern side.
 He said to me,
 "This water flows into the eastern district down upon the Arabah,
 and empties into the sea, the salt waters, which it makes fresh.
 Wherever the river flows,
 every sort of living creature that can multiply shall live,
 and there shall be abundant fish,
 for wherever this water comes the sea shall be made fresh.
 Along both banks of the river, fruit trees of every kind shall grow;
 their leaves shall not fade, nor their fruit fail.
 Every month they shall bear fresh fruit,
 for they shall be watered by the flow from the sanctuary.
 Their fruit shall serve for food, and their leaves for medicine."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9

R. (5) The waters of the river gladden the city of God, the holy dwelling of the Most High!

God is our refuge and our strength,
 an ever-present help in distress.
 Therefore, we fear not, though the earth be shaken
 and mountains plunge into the depths of the sea.

R. The waters of the river gladden the city of God, the holy dwelling of the Most High!

There is a stream whose runlets gladden the city of God,
 the holy dwelling of the Most High.
 God is in its midst; it shall not be disturbed;
 God will help it at the break of dawn.

R. The waters of the river gladden the city of God, the holy dwelling of the Most High!

The LORD of hosts is with us;
 our stronghold is the God of Jacob.
 Come! behold the deeds of the LORD,
 the astounding things he has wrought on earth.

R. The waters of the river gladden the city of God, the holy dwelling of the Most High!

Reading 2

1 Corinthians 3:9c-11, 16-17

Brothers and sisters:
 You are God's building.
 According to the grace of God given to me,
 like a wise master builder I laid a foundation,
 and another is building upon it.
 But each one must be careful how he builds upon it,
 for no one can lay a foundation other than the one that is there,
 namely, Jesus Christ.

Do you not know that you are the temple of God,
 and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
 If anyone destroys God's temple,
 God will destroy that person;
 for the temple of God, which you are, is holy.

Alleluia

2 Chronicles 7:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I have chosen and consecrated this house, says the Lord,
 that my name may be there forever.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 2:13-22

Since the Passover of the Jews was near,
 Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
 He found in the temple area those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves,
 as well as the money-changers seated there.
 He made a whip out of cords
 and drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen,
 and spilled the coins of the money-changers
 and overturned their tables,
 and to those who sold doves he said,
 "Take these out of here,
 and stop making my Father's house a marketplace."
 His disciples recalled the words of Scripture,
 Zeal for your house will consume me.
 At this the Jews answered and said to him,
 "What sign can you show us for doing this?"
 Jesus answered and said to them,
 "Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up."
 The Jews said,
 "This temple has been under construction for forty-six years,
 and you will raise it up in three days?"
 But he was speaking about the temple of his Body.
 Therefore, when he was raised from the dead,
 his disciples remembered that he had said this,
 and they came to believe the Scripture
 and the word Jesus had spoken.

Reflection 
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Monday (November 9):  Lord Jesus Increase Our FaithMeditation: What's the driving force in your life? Jesus speaks of two forces at work in our lives - the power of the temptation to sin and cause harm and the power of faith to overcome obstacles and difficulties that stand in the way of loving God and our neighbor. The Greek word for temptation ( scandalon ) is the same as the English word scandal . The original meaning of scandal is a trap or a stumbling block which causes one to trip and fall. The Scriptures warn us about the snare or enticement to go astray and to do what is evil. "Keep me from the trap which they have laid for me, and from the snares of evildoers! " (Psalm 141:9) "Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light, and in such a person there is no cause for stumbling" (1 John 2:10).

Jesus commands us to not give bad example or lead others into sin
The Jews held that it was an unforgivable sin to teach another to sin. If we teach another to sin, he or she in turn may teach still another, until a train of sin is set in motion with no foreseeable end. Jesus warns his disciples of the terrible responsibility that they must set no stumbling block in the way of another, that is, not give offense or bad example that might lead another to sin. The young in faith are especially vulnerable to the bad example of those who should be passing on the faith.

The power of faith for overcoming obstacles
While Jesus warns against the danger of giving bad example and causing scandal, he also demonstrates the power of faith for overcoming obstacles and temptation to sin and wrongdoing. What did Jesus mean when he said that our faith can move trees and mountains as well (see Matthew 17:20; Mark 11:23)? The term "mountain remover" was used for someone who could solve great problems and difficulties.

The Holy Spirit helps us to grow in faith and to rely on God's strength
Don't we often encounter challenges and difficulties which seem beyond our power or strength to handle? What appears impossible to human power is possible to those who believe in God's power. Paul the Apostle reminds us, "No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it" (1 Corinthians 10:13). Do you trust in God's help and rely on his strength when you are put to the test or led into temptation?

Faith is a gift freely given by God to help us know God personally, to understand his truth clearly, and to live in the power of his love and mercy freely. God calls us to be like him - holy, loving and wise. God expects more from us than we can simply do by ourselves. That is why the Lord Jesus unites us to himself through the gift of faith so that we may live in the power of his love through the gift of the Holy Spirit who dwells within us (Romans 5:5). The Lord gives us the strength of the Holy Spirit who helps us to grow strong in faith, persevere in hope, and endure in love.

Faith is the key that unlocks God's power in our lives
Faith in God is the key for removing obstacles and difficulties which keep us from doing his will. We belong to God and our lives are no longer our own. Our joy and privilege is to follow the Lord Jesus and to serve in the power of his love, truth, and goodness. The Lord Jesus is ever ready to work in and through us for his glory. For our faith to be effective it must be linked with trust and with obedience - an active submission to God and a willingness to do whatever he commands. Do you trust in the grace and strength which God freely gives to help you resist temptation and to overcome obstacles in doing his will?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you give us victory over the destructive forces of sin and harmful desires that keep us from doing your will. Give me the strength to always choose what is good and to reject what is wrong. May your love and truth rule my heart that I may give good example to others and guide those who need your wise instruction and help.
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November 10, 2026

Memorial of Saint Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church

Reading 1

Titus 2:1-8, 11-14

Beloved:
 You must say what is consistent with sound doctrine,
 namely, that older men should be temperate, dignified,
 self-controlled, sound in faith, love, and endurance.
 Similarly, older women should be reverent in their behavior,
 not slanderers, not addicted to drink,
 teaching what is good, so that they may train younger women
 to love their husbands and children,
 to be self-controlled, chaste, good homemakers,
 under the control of their husbands,
 so that the word of God may not be discredited.

Urge the younger men, similarly, to control themselves,
 showing yourself as a model of good deeds in every respect,
 with integrity in your teaching, dignity, and sound speech
 that cannot be criticized,
 so that the opponent will be put to shame
 without anything bad to say about us.

For the grace of God has appeared, saving all
 and training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires
 and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age,
 as we await the blessed hope,
 the appearance of the glory of the great God
 and of our savior Jesus Christ,
 who gave himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness
 and to cleanse for himself a people as his own,
 eager to do what is good.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 37:3-4, 18 and 23, 27 and 29

R. (39a) The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.

Trust in the LORD and do good,
 that you may dwell in the land and be fed in security.
 Take delight in the LORD,
 and he will grant you your heart’s requests.

R. The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.

The LORD watches over the lives of the wholehearted;
 their inheritance lasts forever.
 By the LORD are the steps of a man made firm,
 and he approves his way.

R. The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.

Turn from evil and do good,
 that you may abide forever;
 The just shall possess the land
 and dwell in it forever.

R. The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.

Alleluia

John 14:23

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Whoever loves me will keep my word,
 and my Father will love him,
 and we will come to him.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 17:7-10

Jesus said to the Apostles:
 “Who among you would say to your servant
 who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field,
 ‘Come here immediately and take your place at table’?
 Would he not rather say to him,
 ‘Prepare something for me to eat.
 Put on your apron and wait on me while I eat and drink.
 You may eat and drink when I am finished’?
 Is he grateful to that servant because he did what was commanded?
 So should it be with you.
 When you have done all you have been commanded, say,
 ‘We are unprofitable servants;
 we have done what we were obliged to do.’”

Memorial of Saint Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors:For a Pope, #719-724, or the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730.

Sirach 

39:6-11

If it pleases the Lord Almighty,
 he who studies the law of the Most High
 will be filled with the spirit of understanding;
 He will pour forth his words of wisdom
 and in prayer give thanks to the Lord,
 Who will direct his knowledge and his counsel,
 as he meditates upon his mysteries.
 He will show the wisdom of what he has learned
 and glory in the law of the Lord’s covenant.
 Many will praise his understanding;
 his fame can never be effaced;
 Unfading will be his memory,
 through all generations his name will live;
 Peoples will speak of his wisdom,
 and in assembly sing his praises.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 37:3-4, 5-6, 30-31

R. (30a) The mouth of the just murmurs wisdom.

Trust in the Lord and do good
 that you may dwell in the land and be fed in security.
 Take delight in the Lord,
 and he will grant you your heart’s requests.

R. The mouth of the just murmurs wisdom.

Commit to the Lord your way;
 trust in him, and he will act.
 He will make justice dawn for you like the light;
 bright as the noonday shall be your vindication.

R. The mouth of the just murmurs wisdom.

The mouth of the just man tells of wisdom
 and his tongue utters what is right.
 The law of his God is in his heart,
 and his steps do not falter.

R. The mouth of the just murmurs wisdom.

Alleluia

Mark 1:17

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come after me, says the Lord,
 and I will make you fishers of men.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 16:13-19

When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi
 he asked his disciples,
 “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah,
 still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
 Simon Peter said in reply,
 “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
 Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.
 For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.
 And so I say to you, you are Peter,
 and upon this rock I will build my Church,
 and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.
 I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
 and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

Reflection



Lectionary for Mass, Copyright ï¿½ 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain ï¿½ 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


Tuesday (November 10):  We Have Only Done Our DutyMeditation: Are you ready to give the Lord your best, regardless of what it might cost you? Perhaps we are like the laborer in Jesus' parable who expected special favor and reward for going the extra mile? How unfair for the master to compel his servant to give more than what was expected! Don't we love to assert our rights: "I will give only what is required and no more!" But who can satisfy the claims of love?

We are called to serve God and neighbor selflessly and generously
Jesus used this parable of the dutiful servant to explain that we can never put God in our debt or make the claim that God owes us something. We must regard ourselves as God's servants, just as Jesus came "not to be served, but to serve" (Matthew 20:28). Service of God and of neighbor is both a voluntary or free act and a sacred duty. One can volunteer for service or be compelled to do service for one's country or one's family when special needs arise. Likewise, God expects us to give him the worship and praise which is his due. And he gladly accepts the free-will offering of our lives to him and to his service. What makes our offering pleasing to God is the love we express in the act of self-giving. True love is sacrificial, generous, and selfless.

The love of God compels us to give our best
How can we love others selflessly and unconditionally? Scripture tells us that God himself is love (1 John 4:16) - he is the author of life and the source of all true relationships of love and friendship. He created us in love for love, and he fills our hearts with the boundless love that gives whatever is good for the sake of another (Romans 5:5). If we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us (1 John 4:12).

God honors the faithful servant who loves and serves others generously. He is ever ready to work in and through us for his glory. We must remember, however, that God can never be indebted to us. We have no claim on him. His love compels us to give him our best! And when we have done our best, we have simply done our duty. We can never outmatch God in doing good and showing love. God loves us without measure. Does the love of God compel you to give your best?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill my heart with love, gratitude and generosity. Make me a faithful and zealous servant for you. May I generously pour out my life in loving service for you and for others, just as you have so generously poured yourself out in love for me.
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November 11, 2026

Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop

Reading 1

Titus 3:1-7

Beloved:
 Remind them to be under the control of magistrates and authorities,
 to be obedient, to be open to every good enterprise.
 They are to slander no one, to be peaceable, considerate,
 exercising all graciousness toward everyone.
 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, deluded,
 slaves to various desires and pleasures,
 living in malice and envy,
 hateful ourselves and hating one another.

But when the kindness and generous love
 of God our savior appeared,
 not because of any righteous deeds we had done
 but because of his mercy,
 he saved us through the bath of rebirth
 and renewal by the Holy Spirit,
 whom he richly poured out on us
 through Jesus Christ our savior,
 so that we might be justified by his grace
 and become heirs in hope of eternal life.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23:1b-3a, 3bc-4, 5, 6

R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
 Beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

He guides me in right paths
 for his name’s sake.
 Even though I walk in the dark valley
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side
 With your rod and your staff
 that give me courage.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 You anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Alleluia

1 Thessalonians 5:18

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

In all circumstances, give thanks,
 for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 17:11-19

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem,
 he traveled through Samaria and Galilee.
 As he was entering a village, ten lepers met him.
 They stood at a distance from him and raised their voice, saying,
 “Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!”
 And when he saw them, he said,
 “Go show yourselves to the priests.”
 As they were going they were cleansed.
 And one of them, realizing he had been healed,
 returned, glorifying God in a loud voice;
 and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him.
 He was a Samaritan.
 Jesus said in reply,
 “Ten were cleansed, were they not?
 Where are the other nine?
 Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?”
 Then he said to him, “Stand up and go;
 your faith has saved you.”

Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Isaiah 61:1-3abcd

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
 because the LORD has anointed me;
 He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly,
 to heal the brokenhearted,
 To proclaim liberty to the captives
 and release to the prisoners,
 To announce a year of favor from the LORD
 and a day of vindication by our God,
 to comfort all who mourn;
 To place on those who mourn in Zion
 a diadem instead of ashes,
 To give them oil of gladness in place of mourning,
 a glorious mantle instead of a listless spirit.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 21-22, 25 and 27

R. (see 2a) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

The favors of the LORD I will sing forever;
 through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.
 For you have said, "My kindness is established forever";
 in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
 I have sworn to David my servant:
 Forever will I confirm your posterity
 and establish your throne for all generations."

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"I have found David, my servant;
 with my holy oil I have anointed him,
 That my hand may be always with him,
 and that my arm may make him strong."

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"My faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him,
 and through my name shall his horn be exalted.
 He shall say of me, 'You are my father,
 my God, the rock, my savior.'"

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia

John 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 25:31-40

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
 and all the angels with him,
 he will sit upon his glorious throne,
 and all the nations will be assembled before him.
 And he will separate them one from another,
 as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
 He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
 Then the king will say to those on his right,
 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father.
 Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
 For I was hungry and you gave me food,
 I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
 a stranger and you welcomed me,
 naked and you clothed me,
 ill and you cared for me,
 in prison and you visited me.'
 Then the righteous will answer him and say,
 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
 or thirsty and give you drink?
 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
 or naked and clothe you?
 When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?'
 And the king will say to them in reply,
 'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did
 for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.'"

Reflection
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Wednesday (November 11):  He Fell at Jesus' Feet Giving ThanksMeditation: What can adversity teach us about the blessing of thanksgiving and the healing power of love and mercy? The Book of Proverbs states: A friend loves at all times; and a brother is born for adversity (Proverbs 17:17). When adversity strikes you find out who truly is your brother, sister, and friend. The Gospel records an unusual encounter between two peoples who had been divided for centuries. The Jews and Samaritans had no dealings with one another even though Samaria was located in the central part of Judaea. Both peoples were openly hostile whenever their paths crossed. In this Gospel narrative we see one rare exception - a Samaritan leper in company with nine Jewish lepers. Sometimes adversity forces people to drop their barriers or to forget their prejudices. When this band of Jewish and Samaritan lepers saw Jesus they made a bold request. They didn't ask for healing, but instead asked for mercy.

Mercy is heartfelt sorrow at another's misfortune
The word mercy literally means "sorrowful at heart" . But mercy is something more than compassion, or heartfelt sorrow at another's misery and misfortune. Compassion empathizes with the sufferer. But mercy goes further - it removes suffering. A merciful person shares in another's misfortune and suffering as if it were his or her own. And such a person will do everything in his or her power to dispel that misery.

Mercy is also connected with justice. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), a great teacher and scripture scholar, said that mercy "does not destroy justice, but is a certain kind of fulfillment of justice. ..Mercy without justice is the mother of dissolution; (and) justice without mercy is cruelty." Mercy.."moves us to do what we can do to help the other." Mercy seeks to remedy the weakness of others, and where sin is involved to lead others to recognize their need for repentance and turning away from wrongdoing. Pardon without repentance negates justice.

God's mercy brings healing of mind, heart, and body
So what is the significance of these ten lepers asking Jesus to show them mercy? They know they are in need of healing, not just physical, but spiritual healing as well. They approach Jesus with faith and with sorrow for their sins because they believe that he can release the burden of their guilt and suffering and restore both soul and body. Their request for mercy is both a plea for pardon and release from suffering. Jesus gives mercy to all who ask with faith and contrition (true sorrow for sin).

Why did only one leper out of ten return to show gratitude? Gratefulness, a word which expresses gratitude of heart and a thankful disposition, is related to g race - which means the release of loveliness . Gratitude is the homage of the heart which responds with graciousness in expressing an act of thanksgiving. The Samaritan approached Jesus reverently and gave praise to God.

Ingratitude leads to lack of love and kindness, and intolerance towards others
If we do not recognize and appreciate the mercy and help shown to us, we will be ungrateful and unkind towards others. Ingratitude is forgetfulness or a poor return for kindness received. Ingratitude easily leads to lack of charity and intolerance towards others, as well as to other vices, such as complaining, grumbling, discontentment, pride, and presumption. How often have we been ungrateful to our parents, pastors, teachers, and neighbors? Do you express gratitude to God for his abundant help and mercy towards you and are you gracious, kind, and merciful towards your neighbor in their time of need and support?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I never fail to recognize your loving kindness and mercy. Fill my heart with compassion and thanksgiving, and free me from ingratitude and discontentment. Help me to count my blessings with a grateful heart and to give thanks in all circumstances.
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November 12, 2026

Memorial of Saint Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr

Reading 1

Philemon 7-20

Beloved:
 I have experienced much joy and encouragement from your love,
 because the hearts of the holy ones
 have been refreshed by you, brother.
 Therefore, although I have the full right in Christ
 to order you to do what is proper,
 I rather urge you out of love,
 being as I am, Paul, an old man,
 and now also a prisoner for Christ Jesus.
 I urge you on behalf of my child Onesimus,
 whose father I have become in my imprisonment,
 who was once useless to you but is now useful to both you and me.
 I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you.
 I should have liked to retain him for myself,
 so that he might serve me on your behalf
 in my imprisonment for the Gospel,
 but I did not want to do anything without your consent,
 so that the good you do might not be forced but voluntary.
 Perhaps this is why he was away from you for a while,
 that you might have him back forever,
 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a brother,
 beloved especially to me, but even more so to you,
 as a man and in the Lord.
 So if you regard me as a partner, welcome him as you would me.
 And if he has done you any injustice
 or owes you anything, charge it to me.
 I, Paul, write this in my own hand: I will pay.
 May I not tell you that you owe me your very self.
 Yes, brother, may I profit from you in the Lord.
 Refresh my heart in Christ.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 146:7, 8-9a, 9bc-10

R. (5a) Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD secures justice for the oppressed,
 gives food to the hungry.
 The LORD sets captives free.

R. Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD gives sight to the blind.
 The LORD raises up those who were bowed down;
 the LORD loves the just.
 The LORD protects strangers.

R. Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The fatherless and the widow he sustains,
 but the way of the wicked he thwarts.
 The LORD shall reign forever;
 your God, O Zion, through all generations. Alleluia.

R. Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 15:5

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the vine, you are the branches, says the Lord:
 whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 17:20-25

Asked by the Pharisees when the Kingdom of God would come,
 Jesus said in reply,
 “The coming of the Kingdom of God cannot be observed,
 and no one will announce, ‘Look, here it is,’ or, ‘There it is.’
 For behold, the Kingdom of God is among you.”

Then he said to his disciples,
 “The days will come when you will long to see
 one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it.
 There will be those who will say to you,
 ‘Look, there he is,’ or ‘Look, here he is.’
 Do not go off, do not run in pursuit.
 For just as lightning flashes
 and lights up the sky from one side to the other,
 so will the Son of Man be in his day.
 But first he must suffer greatly and be rejected by this generation.”

Memorial of Saint Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718, or the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13

Brothers and sisters:
 I, a prisoner for the Lord,
 urge you to live in a manner worthy of the call you have received,
 with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
 bearing with one another through love,
 striving to preserve the unity of the Spirit
 through the bond of peace:
 one Body and one Spirit,
 as you were also called to the one hope of your call;
 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;
 one God and Father of all,
 who is over all and through all and in all.

But grace was given to each of us
 according to the measure of Christ's gift.

And he gave some as Apostles, others as prophets,
 others as evangelists, others as pastors and teachers,
 to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry,
 for building up the Body of Christ,
 until we all attain to the unity of faith
 and knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood,
 to the extent of the full stature of Christ.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6

R. (40:5a) Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. (2a) Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. (92:13-14) The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Blessed the man who follows not
 the counsel of the wicked
 Nor walks in the way of sinners,
 nor sits in the company of the insolent,
 But delights in the law of the LORD
 and meditates on his law day and night.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

He is like a tree
 planted near running water,
 That yields its fruit in due season,
 and whose leaves never fade.
 Whatever he does, prospers.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Not so, the wicked, not so;
 they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
 For the LORD watches over the way of the just,
 but the way of the wicked vanishes.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Alleluia

John 15:9b, 5b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in my love, says the Lord;
 whoever lives in me and I in him will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 17:20-26

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said:
 "Holy Father,
 I pray not only for these,
 but also for those who will believe in me through their word,
 so that they may all be one,
 as you, Father, are in me and I in you,
 that they also may be in us,
 that the world may believe that you sent me.
 And I have given them the glory you gave me,
 so that they may be one, as we are one,
 I in them and you in me,
 that they may be brought to perfection as one,
 that the world may know that you sent me,
 and that you loved them even as you loved me.
 Father, they are your gift to me.
 I wish that where I am they also may be with me,
 that they may see my glory that you gave me,
 because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
 Righteous Father, the world also does not know you,
 but I know you, and they know that you sent me.
 I made known to them your name and I will make it known,
 that the love with which you loved me
 may be in them and I in them."

Reflection
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Thursday (November 12):  The Coming of Christ's KingdomMeditation: What can lightning tell us about the coming of the Lord and his kingdom? The Jews in Jesus' time were watching in great anticipation for some sign which would indicate when the Messiah would appear to establish the kingdom of God. The Pharisees' question on this matter was intended to test Jesus since they did not accept him as the Messiah. Jesus surprised them with the answer that the kingdom or reign of God was already here! Jesus spoke of the coming of God's kingdom as both a present event and an event which would be manifested at the end of time.

The Day of Judgment and God's final verdict
The "Day of the Lord" was understood in the Old Testament as the time when God would manifest his glory and power and overthrow the enemies of his people, Israel. The prophet Amos declared that the "Day" also meant judgment for Israel as well as the nations (Amos 5:18-20). The prophet Joel proclaimed that at this "Day" those who truly repented would be saved, while those who remained enemies of the Lord, whether Jew or Gentile, would be punished (see Joel 2).

Image of lightning and the sudden appearance of Christ on Judgment Day
Why did Jesus associate lightning with the "Day of the Lord"? In the arid climate of Palestine, storms were infrequent and seasonal. They often appeared suddenly or unexpectedly, seemingly out of nowhere, covering everything in thick darkness. With little or no warning lightning filled the sky with its piercing flashes of flaming light. Its power struck terror and awe in those who tried to flee from its presence. Jesus warned the Pharisees that the "Son of man" (a title for the Messiah given in the Book of Daniel 7:13-15) would come in like manner, quite suddenly and unexpectedly, on the clouds of heaven to bring God's judgment on the "Day of the Lord". No special sign will be needed to announce his appearance. Nor will his presence and power be veiled or hidden, but all will recognize him as clearly as the lightning in the sky.

Jesus returns to judge the living and the dead
Jesus identified himself with the "Day of the Lord". "Son of man" was understood as a Messianic title for the one who would come not only to establish God's kingdom but who would come as Judge of the living as well as the dead. Jesus points to his second coming when he will return to complete the work of restoration and final judgment. While we do not know the time of his return, we will not mistake it when it happens. It will be apparent to all, both believers and non-believers as well.

When the Pharisees asked Jesus what sign would indicate the "Day of the Lord", Jesus replied that only one sign would point to that day and that sign was Jesus himself. Jesus surprised the Jews of his time by announcing that God's kingdom was already present among them in his very person - the Son of God sent from the Father to redeem the world from sin and corruption.

Our hope is anchored in God's kingdom - not the passing kingdoms of this present world
In the Lord Jesus we see both the power and the glory of God's kingdom. His divine power overthrew the powers of darkness (the kingdom of Satan and all who opposed God's rule) and sin (which corrupts and enslaves the human mind, heart, and will to the forces of evil and wrongdoing). Jesus knew that the only way to victory was through the cross. On that cross he defeated death and canceled the debt of our sins. The victory of his cross opens the way for us to live as sons and daughters of God and citizens of his heavenly kingdom of peace, joy, and righteousness (moral goodness). Is your hope and future securely anchored to God's heavenly kingdom?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, may your kingdom come and may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Be the Ruler of my heart and the Master of my life that I may always live in the freedom of your love and truth.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 13, 2026

Memorial of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin [In the Dioceses of the United States]

Reading 1

2 John 4-9

[Chosen Lady:]
 I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the truth
 just as we were commanded by the Father.
 But now, Lady, I ask you,
 not as though I were writing a new commandment
 but the one we have had from the beginning:
 let us love one another.
 For this is love, that we walk according to his commandments;
 this is the commandment, as you heard from the beginning,
 in which you should walk.

Many deceivers have gone out into the world,
 those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh;
 such is the deceitful one and the antichrist.
 Look to yourselves that you do not lose what we worked for
 but may receive a full recompense.
 Anyone who is so “progressive”
 as not to remain in the teaching of the Christ does not have God;
 whoever remains in the teaching has the Father and the Son.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 119:1, 2, 10, 11, 17, 18

R. (1b) Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!

Blessed are they whose way is blameless,
 who walk in the law of the LORD.

R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!

Blessed are they who observe his decrees,
 who seek him with all their heart.

R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!

With all my heart I seek you;
 let me not stray from your commands.

R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!

Within my heart I treasure your promise,
 that I may not sin against you.

R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!

Be good to your servant, that I may live
 and keep your words.

R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!

Open my eyes, that I may consider
 the wonders of your law.

R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!

Alleluia

Luke 21:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Stand erect and raise your heads
 because your redemption is at hand.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 17:26-37

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “As it was in the days of Noah,
 so it will be in the days of the Son of Man;
 they were eating and drinking,
 marrying and giving in marriage up to the day
 that Noah entered the ark,
 and the flood came and destroyed them all.
 Similarly, as it was in the days of Lot:
 they were eating, drinking, buying,
 selling, planting, building;
 on the day when Lot left Sodom,
 fire and brimstone rained from the sky to destroy them all.
 So it will be on the day the Son of Man is revealed.
 On that day, someone who is on the housetop
 and whose belongings are in the house
 must not go down to get them,
 and likewise one in the field
 must not return to what was left behind.
 Remember the wife of Lot.
 Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it,
 but whoever loses it will save it.
 I tell you, on that night there will be two people in one bed;
 one will be taken, the other left.
 And there will be two women grinding meal together;
 one will be taken, the other left.” 
 They said to him in reply, “Where, Lord?”
 He said to them, “Where the body is,
 there also the vultures will gather.”

Reflection
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Friday (November 13):  One Will Be Taken and the Other LeftMeditation: What can nature teach us about the return of the Lord Jesus on the day of final judgment at the end of the world? Jesus quoted a familiar proverb to his audience: Where the body is, there the eagles (or vultures) will be gathered together (Luke 17:37). Eagles, like vultures, are attracted to carrion - the carcass of dying or dead animals. The Book of Job describes the eagle spying out its prey from afar (Job 39:29). The eagles swoop to catch their prey when the conditions are right, especially if the prey is exposed and vulnerable to a surprise attack. Severely weakened or dying prey have no chance of warding off forces that can destroy and kill.

Sign of the gathering eagles and vultures
What's the point of this analogy? When the day of God's final judgment and vindication comes, the scene and location will be obvious to all. Those who have rejected God and refused to believe in his Son the Lord Jesus Christ will perish on the day of judgment - just like the beasts of prey who are cut off from the land of the living. The Lord Jesus will vindicate those who have believed in him and he will reward them with everlasting joy and happiness in his kingdom. The return of the Lord Jesus at the close of this present age is certain, but the time is unknown. The Day of the Lord's judgment and final verdict will come swiftly and unexpectedly. Jesus warns his listeners to not be caught off guard when that day arrives. It will surely come in God's good time!

Those who accept Jesus Christ as Lord will enter his everlasting kingdom
What does Jesus mean when he says that one person will be taken and another left? God judges everyone individually on how each person has responded to his gracious mercy and invitation to accept his Son as Lord and Ruler over all. The Lord Jesus gives us personal freedom to accept or reject him as Lord and Savior. We are free to live as citizens of his kingdom or to choose for the kingdom of darkness that stands in opposition to God and his rule. No one can pass off their personal responsibility to someone else - no matter how close the ties may be in this present life. We will each have to give an account to the Judge of All for how we have accepted or rejected him as our lord and savior.

The good news is that the Lord Jesus freely offers each one of us the grace, strength, and help we need to turn to him to receive pardon for our sins and healing for our minds and hearts so we can embrace his good will for our lives and find the way to our heavenly Father's home. The Lord Jesus gives us his Holy Spirit to lead and guide us in his wisdom, truth, and love. The Holy Spirit helps us to turn away from sin and rebellion and to embrace God's way of love, righteousness (moral goodness), and holiness.

The Lord's warning of judgment is motivated by his love for each one of us. He does not desire the death of any one (Ezekiel 18:23 and 33:11). He bids us to choose for life rather than death - for goodness and righteousness rather than sin and evil (Deuteronomy 30:19). The Lord's 'Day of Judgment' will bring terror and disaster for those who have not heeded his warning or who have refused his gracious help. The Day of the Lord's Return will be a cause for great joy and vindication for those who have put their trust in the Lord Jesus.

The choices we make now - for or against Christ - will either lead us on the path of life or death - heaven or hell
God's Day of Judgment is a cause for great joy and reward for those who have waited with patient hope and longing for the Lord Jesus to return again in glory and power. The people in Noah's time ignored the Lord's warning of judgment because their hearts were hardened and they were rebellious towards God. When the great flood swept over the earth, they missed the boat, literally! Whose boat or safety net are you staking your life on - the world's life-raft to short-lived success and happiness or to the indestructible Ark of God whose foundation is Jesus Christ and his victorious cross? Those whose hope is firmly anchored in heaven will not be disappointed when the day of final judgment comes. They rejoice even now that their names are written in heaven (Luke 10:20) and they look with eager longing for the day when they will see the Lord face to face (Revelation 22:4). Is your hope firmly placed in the Lord Jesus and his return in glory?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, I place all my hope in you because you have redeemed the world by your death on the cross and by your victory over the grave. Help me to never lose sight of the goal of heaven that I may live each day in joyful anticipation of your return in glory.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 14, 2026

Saturday of the Thirty-second Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

3 John 5-8

Beloved, you are faithful in all you do for the brothers and sisters,
 especially for strangers;
 they have testified to your love before the Church.
 Please help them in a way worthy of God to continue their journey.
 For they have set out for the sake of the Name
 and are accepting nothing from the pagans.
 Therefore, we ought to support such persons,
 so that we may be co-workers in the truth.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Blessed the man who fears the LORD,
 who greatly delights in his commands.
 His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth;
 the upright generation shall be blessed.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Wealth and riches shall be in his house;
 his generosity shall endure forever.
 Light shines through the darkness for the upright;
 he is gracious and merciful and just.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Well for the man who is gracious and lends,
 who conducts his affairs with justice;
 He shall never be moved;
 the just one shall be in everlasting remembrance.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

See 2 Thessalonians 2:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

God has called us through the Gospel,
 to possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 18:1-8

Jesus told his disciples a parable
 about the necessity for them to pray always without becoming weary. 
 He said, “There was a judge in a certain town
 who neither feared God nor respected any human being. 
 And a widow in that town used to come to him and say,
 ‘Render a just decision for me against my adversary.’
 For a long time the judge was unwilling, but eventually he thought,
 ‘While it is true that I neither fear God nor respect any human being, 
 because this widow keeps bothering me
 I shall deliver a just decision for her
 lest she finally come and strike me.’” 
 The Lord said, “Pay attention to what the dishonest judge says. 
 Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones
 who call out to him day and night? 
 Will he be slow to answer them? 
 I tell you, he will see to it that justice is done for them speedily. 
 But when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

Reflection
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Saturday (November 14):  Always Pray and Do Not Lose HeartMeditation: What can a shameless and unjust judge pitted against a crusty and pestering woman teach us about justice and vindication in the kingdom of God? Jesus tells a story that is all too true - a defenseless widow is taken advantaged of and refused her rights. Through sheer persistence she wears down an unscrupulous judge until he gives her justice. Persistence pays off, and that's especially true for those who trust in God. Jesus illustrates how God as our Judge and Vindicator is much quicker to come to our defense and to bring us his justice, blessing, and help when we need it. But we can easily lose heart and forget to ask our heavenly Father for his grace and help.

Faith-filled persistence reaps the fruit of justice and grace
Jesus told the parable of the persistent widow and the unjust judge (Luke 18:1-8) to give his disciples fresh hope and confidence in God's unfailing care and favor towards us (grace). In this present life we can expect trials and adversity, but we are not without hope in God. The Day of the Last Judgment will reveal that God's justice triumphs over all the injustices perpetrated by a fallen world of sinful people and that God's love is stronger than death (Song of Songs 8:6). Those who put their faith in God and entrust their lives to him can look forward with hope and confident assurance. They will receive their reward - if not fully in this present life then surely and completely in the age to come in God's kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy (Romans 14:17).

Jesus ends his parable with a probing question for us. Will you and I have faith - the kind of faith that doesn't give up or lose hope in God - but perseveres to the end of our lives - and to the end of this present age when the Lord Jesus will return in glory as Ruler and Judge of All? Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to us. We could not believe, trust, and persevere with hope if God did not first draw us to himself and reveal to us his merciful love and care. If we want to grow and persevere in faith until the end of our days, then we must nourish our faith with the word of God and ask the Lord to increase it (Luke 17:5). When trials and setbacks disappoint you, where do you place your hope and confidence? Do you pray with expectant faith and confident hope in God's merciful care and provision for you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, increase my faith and make it strong that I may never doubt your word and promise to be with me always. In every situation I face - whether trials, setbacks, or loss - may I always find strength in your unfailing love and find joy and contentment in having you alone as the treasure of my heart.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 15, 2026

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31

When one finds a worthy wife,
 her value is far beyond pearls.
 Her husband, entrusting his heart to her,
 has an unfailing prize.
 She brings him good, and not evil,
 all the days of her life.
 She obtains wool and flax
 and works with loving hands.
 She puts her hands to the distaff,
 and her fingers ply the spindle.
 She reaches out her hands to the poor,
 and extends her arms to the needy.
 Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting;
 the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.
 Give her a reward for her labors,
 and let her works praise her at the city gates.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5

R. (cf. 1a) Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Blessed are you who fear the LORD,
 who walk in his ways!
 For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
 blessed shall you be, and favored.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine
 in the recesses of your home;
 Your children like olive plants
 around your table.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Behold, thus is the man blessed
 who fears the LORD.
 The LORD bless you from Zion:
 may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
 all the days of your life.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.


 Reading 2

1 Thessalonians 5:1-6

Concerning times and seasons, brothers and sisters,
 you have no need for anything to be written to you. 
 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come
 like a thief at night.
 When people are saying, "Peace and security, "
 then sudden disaster comes upon them,
 like labor pains upon a pregnant woman,
 and they will not escape.

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness,
 for that day to overtake you like a thief. 
 For all of you are children of the light
 and children of the day.
 We are not of the night or of darkness. 
 Therefore, let us not sleep as the rest do,
 but let us stay alert and sober.



Alleluia

John 15:4a, 5b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in me as I remain in you, says the Lord.
 Whoever remains in me bears much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Matthew 25:14-30

Jesus told his disciples this parable:
 "A man going on a journey
 called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them.
 To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one--
 to each according to his ability.
 Then he went away.
 Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them,
 and made another five.
 Likewise, the one who received two made another two.
 But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground
 and buried his master's money.

"After a long time
 the master of those servants came back
 and settled accounts with them.
 The one who had received five talents came forward
 bringing the additional five.
 He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents.
 See, I have made five more.'
 His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.
 Since you were faithful in small matters,
 I will give you great responsibilities.
 Come, share your master's joy.'
 Then the one who had received two talents also came forward and said,
 'Master, you gave me two talents.
 See, I have made two more.'
 His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.
 Since you were faithful in small matters,
 I will give you great responsibilities.
 Come, share your master's joy.'
 Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said,
 'Master, I knew you were a demanding person,
 harvesting where you did not plant
 and gathering where you did not scatter;
 so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground.
 Here it is back.'
 His master said to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant!
 So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant
 and gather where I did not scatter?
 Should you not then have put my money in the bank
 so that I could have got it back with interest on my return?
 Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten.
 For to everyone who has,
 more will be given and he will grow rich;
 but from the one who has not,
 even what he has will be taken away.
 And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside,
 where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.'"

Or
 Matthew 25:14-15, 19-21

Jesus told his disciples this parable:
 "A man going on a journey
 called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them.
 To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one--
 to each according to his ability.
 Then he went away.

"After a long time
 the master of those servants came back
 and settled accounts with them.
 The one who had received five talents came forward
 bringing the additional five.
 He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents.
 See, I have made five more.'
 His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.
 Since you were faithful in small matters,
 I will give you great responsibilities.
 Come, share your master's joy.'"

Reflection
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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 

 
 The book of Proverbs is attributed to Solomon and is the oldest collection of inspired texts in the body of Wisdom literature. The book takes its name from the Hebrew word masal which means a provocative saying; a saying which gets the listeners attention. In the early stages, these sayings were short in form – later they began to take the form of a parable or allegory. Being short and succinct, it was easy to remember and thus useful in oral teaching; in fact, parents used them for teaching their children. The date of composition of the book of Proverbs is unclear. The introduction (chapters 1 through 9) appears to have been written last; perhaps around the 5th century B.C. (after the exile) but chapters 10 through 29 can be dated well before the exile. It is uncertain when chapters 30 and 31 might have been written. Our first reading today praises the virtues of a good wife, painting a picture of the ideal woman who is lacking nothing in terms of perfection and integrity. With the qualities described and Gods grace she can face the future with optimism, knowing that God will watch over her and hers because she is so good. Obviously, if mothers are faithful to these virtues, society is going to have a good base. If we were to read each of the verses 10 through 31 instead of only a few, we would find a unique literary style – each of the 22 verses begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet; another mnemonic device which allows for easy memory in oral recitation and teaching. 10    When one finds a worthy wife, her value is far beyond pearls. This emphasizes the incomparable value of this woman. Wisdom is often compared to jewels in the Proverbs (3:15; 8:11; 16:16; 20:15). 11    Her husband, entrusting his heart to her, has an unfailing prize. 12 She brings him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. The wifes value to her husband is like wisdoms value to its followers (Proverbs 3:13-18; 4:6, 8-9). 13    She obtains wool and flax and makes cloth with loving hands. With skillful hands… She is industrious. 1    19    She puts her hands to the distaff, and her fingers ply the spindle. 20 She reaches out her hands to the poor, and extends her arms to the needy. Not only is she industrious, she is compassionate and charitable. 30    Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting; the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. This is the only explicitly religious element in the entire poem. As is stated in Proverbs 1:7 fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 31    Give her a reward of her labors, and let her works praise her at the city gates. 

 

2nd Reading - 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 

 
 Today we finish our study of Pauls first letter to the Thessalonians. Recall that this letter has been occasioned by questions which the Thessalonians have concerning the end times: will anyone have an advantage or disadvantage by having died before the parousia, and when will the parousia come? Remember also that in last weeks reading Saint Paul answers the first question – no one will have an advantage as all will meet Jesus in their resurrected body at the same time. Saint Paul now goes on to discuss the second question, the timing of the parousia. 5:1 Concerning times and seasons, brothers, you have no need for anything to be written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord This is a Biblical image taken from prophetic tradition (Amos 5:18; Joel 2:1; Zephaniah 1:7). The traditional nature of the day of the Lord implies that the Lord is God (Yahweh). To further identify this day with Jesus Saint Paul writes in Philippians 1:6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus. will come like a thief at night. This imagery emphasizes the suddenness of the event rather than the timing. 3    When people are saying, Peace and security, then sudden disaster comes upon them, The great threat to vigilance is complacency and false prophets of continued prosperity. like labor pains upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you, 2    brothers, are not in darkness, for that day to overtake you like a thief. In contrast to the complacency just described, the inevitability of the event is compared to the onset of labor for a pregnant woman – we know it is coming, but not when labor will start. Therefore, not to know the times is something different from decay of morals and love of vice. For, when the apostle Paul said, Dont allow your thinking to be shaken nor be frightened, neither by word nor by epistle as sent from us, as if the day of the Lord were at hand (2 Thessalonians 2:2), he obviously did not want them to believe those who thought the coming of the Lord was already at hand, but neither did he want them to be like the wicked servant and say, My Lord is long in coming, and deliver themselves over to destruction by pride and riotous behavior. Thus, his desire that they should not listen to false rumors about the imminent approach of the last day was consistent with his wish that they should await the coming of their Lord fully prepared, packed for travel and with lamps burning (see Luke 12:35-36). He said to them, But you, brothers, are not in darkness that the day should overtake you as a thief, for all you are children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night nor of darkness. [Saint Augustine of Hippo (ca. A.D. 418), Letters 199,1,2] 5    For all of you are children of the light and children of the day. We are not of the night or of darkness. Christians are united to Christ, the light of the world. We are no longer subject to the assaults of darkness. In Judaism, light and darkness are seen as two opposing kingdoms; one good and the other evil. 6    Therefore, let us not sleep as the rest do, but let us stay alert and sober. This does not say that one should not sleep or take a drink, it is a reminder that we must at all times be vigilant as there wont be time to prepare. 

 

Gospel - Matthew 25:14-30 

 
 Last week we heard the parable of the wise and foolish virgins; a reminder to us all to live out our faith every day so that we will be prepared for the day of the Lord; the day when we are admitted to the heavenly banquet. Today we hear the parable of the talents. A talent wasnt just any old coin, it had a value of about 100 pounds of silver. In this parable the main message is the need to respond to grace by making a genuine effort right through ones life. All the gifts of nature and grace which God has given us should yield a profit. It does not matter how many gifts we have received, what matters is our generosity in putting them to good use. A persons Christian calling should not lie hidden and barren; it should be outgoing, apostolic, and self-sacrificing. [Jesus told his disciples this parable:] 14 It will be as when a man who was going on a 3    journey called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them. 15 To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one – to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The word play is evident here as the monetary term talents contrasts with the mans abilities: his talents – his gifts, aptitudes, flairs. Although each has different talents, each man is given a portion to care for. This can be seen as Gods grace – everyone has a different size cup, but all are filled. Immediately 16 the one who received five talents went and traded with them, and made another five. 17 Likewise, the one who received two made another two. 18 But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and buried his masters money. Hid his light, guarded his gifts but did not use them. 19    After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with them. This hints at the delay of the parousia and the settling of accounts at the last judgment (the general judgment). 20    The one who had received five talents came forward bringing the additional five. He said, Master, you gave me five talents. See, I have made five more. 21 His master said to him, Well done, my good and faithful servant. He engaged in trustworthy risk-taking. He maintained his faith and understanding through whatever trials he had encountered. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. The reward of fidelity is a commission of even greater responsibility. Come, share your masters joy. The kingdom of God 22    (Then) the one who had received two talents also came forward and said, Master, you gave me two talents. See, I have made two more. 23 His master said to him, Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your masters joy. Notice that even though the initial charge was less (two vs. five) the reward is the same. 24    Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said, Master, I knew you were a demanding person, harvesting where you did not plant and 4    gathering where you did not scatter; 25 so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground. Here it is back. The point of this whole parable is that the owner is demanding. This man has lost nothing, but he has gained nothing either. 26    His master said to him in reply, You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Should you not then have put my money in the bank so that I could have got it back with interest on my return? This seems to favor moderate capitalism. 28    Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten. 29 For to everyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. The powers conferred on Christians grow with use and wither with disuse. 30    And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. The punishment is the same as that given the man without the proper wedding garment (last weeks gospel reading). He is cast out and is not admitted to the wedding banquet. The punishment for infidelity through neglect is the same as the punishment for lack of repentance. We are all given talents and God expects us to use whatever ones we have for the benefit of others. 
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Sunday (November 15):  The Master Will Settle His Account with ThemMeditation: What can economics and productivity teach us about the kingdom of heaven? Jesus' story about a businessman who leaves town and entrusts his money with his workers made perfect sense to his audience. Wealthy merchants and businessmen often had to travel abroad and leave the business to others to handle while they were gone.

Why did Jesus tell this story and what can it teach us? Most importantly it tells us something about how God deals with us, his disciples and servants. The parable speaks first of the Master's trust in his servants. While he goes away he leaves them with his money to use as they think best. While there were no strings attached, this was obviously a test to see if the Master's workers would be industrious and reliable in their use of the money entrusted to them. The master rewards those who are industrious and faithful and he punishes those who sit by idly and who do nothing with his money.

The essence of the parable seems to lie in the servants' conception of responsibility. Each servant entrusted with the master's money was faithful up to a certain point. The servant who buried the master's money was irresponsible. One can bury seeds in the ground and expect them to become productive because they obey natural laws. Coins, however, do not obey natural laws. They obey economic laws and become productive in circulation. The master expected his servants to be productive in the use of his money.

God rewards those who use their gifts for serving him and the good of others
What do coins and the law of economics have to do with the kingdom of God? The Lord entrusts the subjects of his kingdom with gifts and graces and he gives his subjects the freedom to use them as they think best. With each gift and talent, God gives sufficient means (grace and wisdom) for using them in a fitting way. As the parable of the talents shows, God abhors indifference and an attitude that says it's not worth trying. God honors those who use their talents and gifts for doing good. Those who are faithful with even a little are entrusted with more! But those who neglect or squander what God has entrusted to them will lose what they have.

There is an important lesson here for us. No one can stand still for long in the Christian life. We either get more or we lose what we have. We either advance towards God or we slip back. Do you seek to serve God with the gifts, talents, and graces he has given to you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, be the ruler of my heart and thoughts, be the king of my home and relationships, and be the master of my work and service. Help me to make good use of the gifts, talents, time, and resources you give me for your glory and your kingdom.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 16, 2026

Monday of the Thirty-third Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Revelation 1:1-4; 2:1-5

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him,
 to show his servants what must happen soon.
 He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John,
 who gives witness to the word of God
 and to the testimony of Jesus Christ by reporting what he saw.
 Blessed is the one who reads aloud
 and blessed are those who listen to this prophetic message
 and heed what is written in it, for the appointed time is near.

John, to the seven churches in Asia: grace to you and peace
 from him who is and who was and who is to come,
 and from the seven spirits before his throne.

I heard the Lord saying to me:
 “To the angel of the Church in Ephesus, write this:

“‘The one who holds the seven stars in his right hand
 and walks in the midst of the seven gold lampstands says this:
 “I know your works, your labor, and your endurance,
 and that you cannot tolerate the wicked;
 you have tested those who call themselves Apostles but are not,
 and discovered that they are impostors.
 Moreover, you have endurance and have suffered for my name,
 and you have not grown weary.
 Yet I hold this against you:
 you have lost the love you had at first.
 Realize how far you have fallen.
 Repent, and do the works you did at first.
 Otherwise, I will come to you
 and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.”’”



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6

R. (Rev. 2:17) Those who are victorious I will feed from the tree of life.

Blessed the man who follows not
 the counsel of the wicked
 Nor walks in the way of sinners,
 nor sits in the company of the insolent,
 But delights in the law of the LORD
 and meditates on his law day and night.

R. Those who are victorious I will feed from the tree of life.

He is like a tree
 planted near running water,
 That yields its fruit in due season,
 and whose leaves never fade.
 Whatever he does, prospers.

R. Those who are victorious I will feed from the tree of life.

Not so the wicked, not so;
 they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
 For the LORD watches over the way of the just,
 but the way of the wicked vanishes.

R. Those who are victorious I will feed from the tree of life.

Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 18:35-43

As Jesus approached Jericho
 a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging,
 and hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what was happening.
 They told him,
 “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.”
 He shouted, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!”
 The people walking in front rebuked him,
 telling him to be silent,
 but he kept calling out all the more,
 “Son of David, have pity on me!”
 Then Jesus stopped and ordered that he be brought to him;
 and when he came near, Jesus asked him,
 “What do you want me to do for you?”
 He replied, “Lord, please let me see.”
 Jesus told him, “Have sight; your faith has saved you.”
 He immediately received his sight
 and followed him, giving glory to God.
 When they saw this, all the people gave praise to God.

Optional Memorial of Saint Gertrude, Virgin

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Virgins, #731-736, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Ephesians 3:14-19

Brothers and sisters:
 I kneel before the Father,
 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,
 that he may grant you in accord with the riches of his glory
 to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner self,
 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
 that you, rooted and grounded in love,
 may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones
 what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
 so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23:1b-3a, 4, 5, 6

R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
 Beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Even though I walk in the dark valley
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side
 With your rod and your staff
 that give me courage.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 You anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.


 Alleluia

John 15:9b, 5b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in my love, says the Lord;
 whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 15:1-8

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.
 He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit,
 and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit.
 You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.
 Remain in me, as I remain in you.
 Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own
 unless it remains on the vine,
 so neither can you unless you remain in me.
 I am the vine, you are the branches.
 Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit,
 because without me you can do nothing.
 Anyone who does not remain in me
 will be thrown out like a branch and wither;
 people will gather them and throw them into a fire
 and they will be burned.
 If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
 ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you.
 By this is my Father glorified,
 that you bear much fruit and become my disciples."

Optional Memorial of Saint Margaret of Scotland

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Those Who Work for the Underprivileged, #737-742.



Reading 1

Isaiah 58:6-11

Thus says the LORD:
 This is the fasting that I wish:
 releasing those bound unjustly,
 untying the thongs of the yoke;
 Setting free the oppressed,
 breaking every yoke;
 Sharing your bread with the hungry,
 sheltering the oppressed and the homeless;
 Clothing the naked when you see them,
 and not turning your back on your own.
 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
 and your wound shall quickly be healed;
 Your vindication shall go before you,
 and the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer,
 you shall cry for help, and he will say: Here I am!
 If you remove from your midst oppression,
 false accusation and malicious speech;
 If you bestow your bread on the hungry
 and satisfy the afflicted;
 Then light shall rise for you in darkness,
 and the gloom shall become for you like midday;
 Then the LORD will guide you always
 and give you plenty even on the parched land.
 He will renew your strength,
 and you shall be like a watered garden,
 like a spring whose water never fails.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9

R. (1) Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Blessed the man who fears the LORD,
 who greatly delights in his commands.
 His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth;
 the upright generation shall be blessed.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Wealth and riches shall be in his house;
 his generosity shall endure forever.
 Light shines through the darkness for the upright;
 he is gracious and merciful and just.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Well for the man who is gracious and lends,
 who conducts his affairs with justice;
 He shall never be moved;
 the just one shall be in everlasting remembrance.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

An evil report he shall not fear.
 His heart is firm, trusting in the LORD.
 His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear
 till he looks down upon his foes.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Lavishly he gives to the poor, 
 his generosity shall endure forever;
 his horn shall be exalted in glory.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

John 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 15:9-17

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "As the Father loves me, so I also love you.
 Remain in my love.
 If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love,
 just as I have kept my Father's commandments
 and remain in his love.

"I have told you this so that my joy might be in you
 and your joy might be complete.
 This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.
 No one has greater love than this,
 to lay down one's life for one's friends.
 You are my friends if you do what I command you.
 I no longer call you slaves,
 because a slave does not know what his master is doing.
 I have called you friends,
 because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father.
 It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you
 and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain,
 so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you.
 This I command you: love one another."

Reflection



Lectionary for Mass, Copyright ï¿½ 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain ï¿½ 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


Monday (November 16):  What Do You Want Me to Do for You?Meditation: Have you ever encountered a special moment of grace, a once in a life-time opportunity you knew you could not pass up? Such a moment came for a blind and destitute man who heard that Jesus was passing by. The Gospel of Mark identifies this man as Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52). This blind man was determined to get near the one person who could meet his need. He knew who Jesus was and had heard of his fame for healing, but until now had no means of making contact with the Son of David , a clear reference and title for the Messiah.

Faith and persistence is rewarded
It took raw courage and bold persistence for Bartimaeus to get the attention of Jesus over the din of a noisy throng who crowded around Jesus as he made his way out of town. Why was the crowd annoyed with the blind man's persistent shouts? He was disturbing their peace and interrupting their conversation with Jesus. It was common for a rabbi to teach as he walked with others. Jesus was on his way to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem and a band of pilgrims followed him. When the crowd tried to silence the blind man he overpowered them with his loud emotional outburst and thus caught the attention of Jesus.

This incident reveals something important about how God interacts with us. The blind man was determined to get Jesus' attention and he was persistent in the face of opposition. Jesus could have ignored or scolded him because he was interrupting his talk and disturbing his audience. Jesus showed that acting was more important than talking. This man was in desperate need and Jesus was ready not only to empathize with his suffering but to relieve it as well.

The blind man recognized Jesus with eyes of faith
A great speaker can command attention and respect, but a man or woman with a helping hand and a big heart is loved more. Jesus commends Bartimaeus for recognizing who he is with the e yes of faith and grants him physical sight as well. Do you recognize your need for God's healing grace and do you seek Jesus out, like Bartimaeus, with persistent faith and trust in his goodness and mercy?

Bartimaeus was not only grateful for the gift of faith and the gift of physical sight, but for the opportunity to now follow Jesus as one of his disciples. Luke tells us us that he immediately followed Jesus and gave glory to God. The crowd also gave praise to God when they saw this double miracle of spiritual and physical vision. Cyril of Alexandria, a 5th century church father, comments on this double vision: Now that he was delivered from his blindness, did he neglect the duty of loving Christ? He certainly did not. It says, "He followed him, offering him glory like to God." He was set free from double blindness. Not only did he escape from the blindness of the body but also from that of the mind and heart. He would not have glorified him as God, had he not possessed spiritual vision. He became the means of others giving Christ glory, for it says that all the people gave glory to God. (Commentary on Luke, Homily 126)

Do you give glory to God for giving you the "eyes of faith" to recognize him as your Lord and Healer?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, open the eyes of my heart and mind that I may see and understand the truth and goodness of your word. May I never fail to recognize your presence with me and to call upon your saving grace in my time of need and healing.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 17, 2026

Memorial of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious

Reading 1

Revelation 3:1-6, 14-22

I, John, heard the Lord saying to me:
 “To the angel of the Church in Sardis, write this:

“‘The one who has the seven spirits of God
 and the seven stars says this: “I know your works,
 that you have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead.
 Be watchful and strengthen what is left, which is going to die,
 for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God.
 Remember then how you accepted and heard; keep it, and repent.
 If you are not watchful, I will come like a thief,
 and you will never know at what hour I will come upon you.
 However, you have a few people in Sardis
 who have not soiled their garments;
 they will walk with me dressed in white,
 because they are worthy.“‘

The victor will thus be dressed in white,
 and I will never erase his name from the book of life
 but will acknowledge his name in the presence of my Father
 and of his angels.

“‘Whoever has ears ought to hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”“

"To the angel of the Church in Laodicea, write this:

“‘The Amen, the faithful and true witness,
 the source of God’s creation, says this:
 “I know your works;
 I know that you are neither cold nor hot.
 I wish you were either cold or hot.
 So, because you are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold,
 I will spit you out of my mouth.
 For you say, ‘I am rich and affluent and have no need of anything,’
 and yet do not realize that you are wretched,
 pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.
 I advise you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that you may be rich,
 and white garments to put on
 so that your shameful nakedness may not be exposed,
 and buy ointment to smear on your eyes so that you may see.
 Those whom I love, I reprove and chastise.
 Be earnest, therefore, and repent.

“‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock.
 If anyone hears my voice and opens the door,
 then I will enter his house and dine with him,
 and he with me.
 I will give the victor the right to sit with me on my throne,
 as I myself first won the victory
 and sit with my Father on his throne.

“‘Whoever has ears ought to hear
 what the Spirit says to the churches.’”



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5

R. (Rev. 3: 21) I will seat the victor beside me on my throne.

He who walks blamelessly and does justice;
 who thinks the truth in his heart
 and slanders not with his tongue.

R. I will seat the victor beside me on my throne.

Who harms not his fellow man,
 nor takes up a reproach against his neighbor;
 By whom the reprobate is despised,
 while he honors those who fear the LORD.

R. I will seat the victor beside me on my throne.

Who lends not his money at usury
 and accepts no bribe against the innocent.
 He who does these things
 shall never be disturbed.

R. I will seat the victor beside me on my throne.

Alleluia

1 John 4:10b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

God loved us, and sent his Son
 as expiation for our sins.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 19:1-10

At that time Jesus came to Jericho and intended to pass through the town.
 Now a man there named Zacchaeus,
 who was a chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, 
 was seeking to see who Jesus was;
 but he could not see him because of the crowd,
 for he was short in stature. 
 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus,
 who was about to pass that way.
 When he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said, 
 “Zacchaeus, come down quickly,
 for today I must stay at your house.” 
 And he came down quickly and received him with joy. 
 When they saw this, they began to grumble, saying, 
 “He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner.” 
 But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,
 “Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor,
 and if I have extorted anything from anyone
 I shall repay it four times over.”
 And Jesus said to him,
 “Today salvation has come to this house
 because this man too is a descendant of Abraham. 
 For the Son of Man has come to seek
 and to save what was lost.”

Memorial of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Those Who Work for the Underprivileged, #737-742, or For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

1 John 3:14-18

Beloved:
 We know that we have passed from death to life
 because we love our brothers.
 Whoever does not love remains in death.
 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer,
 and you know that anyone who is a murderer
 does not have eternal life remaining in him.
 The way we came to know love
 was that he laid down his life for us;
 so we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.
 If someone who has worldly means
 sees a brother in need and refuses him compassion,
 how can the love of God remain in him?
 Children, let us love not in word or speech
 but in deed and truth.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11

R. (2) I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. (9) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear and be glad.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
 for nought is lacking to those who fear him.
 The great grow poor and hungry;
 but those who seek the LORD want for no good thing.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia

John 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 6:27-38

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "To you who hear I say,
 love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.
 To the person who strikes you on one cheek,
 offer the other one as well,
 and from the person who takes your cloak,
 do not withhold even your tunic.
 Give to everyone who asks of you,
 and from the one who takes what is yours do not demand it back.
 Do to others as you would have them do to you.
 For if you love those who love you,
 what credit is that to you?
 Even sinners love those who love them.
 And if you do good to those who do good to you,
 what credit is that to you?
 Even sinners do the same.
 If you lend money to those from whom you expect repayment,
 what credit is that to you?
 Even sinners lend to sinners,
 and get back the same amount.
 But rather, love your enemies and do good to them,
 and lend expecting nothing back;
 then your reward will be great
 and you will be children of the Most High,
 for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
 Be merciful, just as also your Father is merciful.

"Stop judging and you will not be judged.
 Stop condemning and you will not be condemned.
 Forgive and you will be forgiven.
 Give and gifts will be given to you;
 a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing,
 will be poured into your lap.
 For the measure with which you measure
 will in return be measured out to you."

Reflection
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Tuesday (November 17):  Zacchaeus Received Jesus JoyfullyMeditation: What would you do if Jesus knocked on your door and said, "I must stay at your home today"? Would you be excited or embarrassed? Jesus often "dropped-in" at unexpected times and he often visited the "uninvited" - the poor, the lame, and even public sinners like Zacchaeus, the tax collector! Tax collectors were despised and treated as outcasts, no doubt because they over-charged people and accumulated great wealth at the expense of others.

Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector and was much hated by all the people. Why would Jesus single him out for the honor of staying at his home? Zacchaeus needed God's merciful love and forgiveness. In his encounter with Jesus he found more than he imagined possible. He shows the depth of his repentance by deciding to give half of his goods to the poor and to use the other half for making restitution for fraud. Zacchaeus' testimony included more than words. His change of heart resulted in a change of life, a change that the whole community could experience as genuine.

Faith welcomes Christ in our heart and home
Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) urges us to climb the sycamore tree like Zacchaeus that we might see Jesus and embrace his cross for our lives: Zacchaeus climbed away from the crowd and saw Jesus without the crowd getting in his way. The crowd laughs at the lowly, to people walking the way of humility, who leave the wrongs they suffer in God's hands and do not insist on getting back at their enemies. The crowd laughs at the lowly and says, 'You helpless, miserable clod, you cannot even stick up for yourself and get back what is your own.' The crowd gets in the way and prevents Jesus from being seen. The crowd boasts and crows when it is able to get back what it owns. It blocks the sight of the one who said as he hung on the cross, 'Father, forgive them, because they do not know what they are doing... He ignored the crowd that was getting in his way. He instead climbed a sycamore tree, a tree of 'silly fruit.' As the apostle says, 'We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block indeed to the Jews, [now notice the sycamore] but folly to the Gentiles.' Finally, the wise people of this world laugh at us about the cross of Christ and say, 'What sort of minds do you people have, who worship a crucified God?' What sort of minds do we have? They are certainly not your kind of mind. 'The wisdom of this world is folly with God.' No, we do not have your kind of mind. You call our minds foolish. Say what you like, but for our part, let us climb the sycamore tree and see Jesus. The reason you cannot see Jesus is that you are ashamed to climb the sycamore tree.

Let Zacchaeus grasp the sycamore tree, and let the humble person climb the cross. That is little enough, merely to climb it. We must not be ashamed of the cross of Christ, but we must fix it on our foreheads, where the seat of shame is. Above where all our blushes show is the place we must firmly fix that for which we should never blush. As for you, I rather think you make fun of the sycamore, and yet that is what has enabled me to see Jesus. You make fun of the sycamore, because you are just a person, but 'the foolishness of God is wiser than men.' [Sermon 174.3 .]
The Lord Jesus is always ready to make his home with each one of us. Do you make room for him in your heart and in every area of your life?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, come and stay with me. Fill my life with your peace, my home with your presence, and my heart with your praise. Help me to show kindness, mercy, and goodness to all, even to those who cause me ill-will or harm.
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November 18, 2026

Wednesday of the Thirty-third Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Revelation 4:1-11

I, John, had a vision of an open door to heaven,
 and I heard the trumpetlike voice
 that had spoken to me before, saying,
 “Come up here and I will show you what must happen afterwards.”
 At once I was caught up in spirit.
 A throne was there in heaven, and on the throne sat one
 whose appearance sparkled like jasper and carnelian.
 Around the throne was a halo as brilliant as an emerald.
 Surrounding the throne I saw twenty-four other thrones
 on which twenty-four elders sat,
 dressed in white garments and with gold crowns on their heads.
 From the throne came flashes of lightning,
 rumblings, and peals of thunder.
 Seven flaming torches burned in front of the throne,
 which are the seven spirits of God.
 In front of the throne was something that resembled
 a sea of glass like crystal.

In the center and around the throne,
 there were four living creatures
 covered with eyes in front and in back.
 The first creature resembled a lion, the second was like a calf,
 the third had a face like that of a man,
 and the fourth looked like an eagle in flight.
 The four living creatures, each of them with six wings,
 were covered with eyes inside and out.
 Day and night they do not stop exclaiming:
 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty,
 who was, and who is, and who is to come.”
 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks
 to the one who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever,
 the twenty-four elders fall down
 before the one who sits on the throne
 and worship him, who lives forever and ever.
 They throw down their crowns before the throne, exclaiming:

“Worthy are you, Lord our God,
 to receive glory and honor and power,
 for you created all things;
 because of your will they came to be and were created.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6

R. (1b) Holy, holy, holy Lord, mighty God!

Praise the LORD in his sanctuary,
 praise him in the firmament of his strength.
 Praise him for his mighty deeds,
 praise him for his sovereign majesty.

R. Holy, holy, holy Lord, mighty God!

Praise him with the blast of the trumpet,
 praise him with lyre and harp,
 Praise him with timbrel and dance,
 praise him with strings and pipe.

R. Holy, holy, holy Lord, mighty God!

Praise him with sounding cymbals,
 praise him with clanging cymbals.
 Let everything that has breath
 praise the LORD! Alleluia.

R. Holy, holy, holy Lord, mighty God!

Alleluia

See John 15:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I chose you from the world,
 to go and bear fruit that will last, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 19:11-28

While people were listening to Jesus speak,
 he proceeded to tell a parable because he was near Jerusalem
 and they thought that the Kingdom of God
 would appear there immediately.
 So he said,
 “A nobleman went off to a distant country
 to obtain the kingship for himself and then to return.
 He called ten of his servants and gave them ten gold coins
 and told them, ‘Engage in trade with these until I return.’
 His fellow citizens, however, despised him
 and sent a delegation after him to announce,
 ‘We do not want this man to be our king.’
 But when he returned after obtaining the kingship,
 he had the servants called, to whom he had given the money,
 to learn what they had gained by trading.
 The first came forward and said,
 ‘Sir, your gold coin has earned ten additional ones.’
 He replied, ‘Well done, good servant!
 You have been faithful in this very small matter;
 take charge of ten cities.’
 Then the second came and reported,
 ‘Your gold coin, sir, has earned five more.’
 And to this servant too he said,
 ‘You, take charge of five cities.’
 Then the other servant came and said,
 ‘Sir, here is your gold coin;
 I kept it stored away in a handkerchief,
 for I was afraid of you, because you are a demanding man;
 you take up what you did not lay down
 and you harvest what you did not plant.’
 He said to him,
 ‘With your own words I shall condemn you,
 you wicked servant.
 You knew I was a demanding man,
 taking up what I did not lay down
 and harvesting what I did not plant;
 why did you not put my money in a bank?
 Then on my return I would have collected it with interest.’
 And to those standing by he said,
 ‘Take the gold coin from him
 and give it to the servant who has ten.’
 But they said to him,
 ‘Sir, he has ten gold coins.’
 He replied, ‘I tell you,
 to everyone who has, more will be given,
 but from the one who has not,
 even what he has will be taken away.
 Now as for those enemies of mine who did not want me as their king,
 bring them here and slay them before me.’”

After he had said this,
 he proceeded on his journey up to Jerusalem.

Optional Memorial of Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles

The readings for this memorial are proper.

Reading 1

Acts 28:11-16, 30-31

After three months
 we set sail on a ship that had wintered at the island [of Malta].
 It was an Alexandrian ship with the Dioscuri
 as its figurehead.
 We put in at Syracuse and stayed there three days,
 and from there we sailed round the coast and arrived at Rhegium.
 After a day, a south wind came up and in two days we reached Puteoli.
 There we found some brothers
 and were urged to stay with them for seven days.
 And thus we came to Rome.
 The brothers from there heard about us
 and came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us.
 On seeing them, Paul gave thanks to God and took courage.
 When he entered Rome,
 Paul was allowed to live by himself,
 with the soldier who was guarding him.

He remained for two full years in his lodgings.
 He received all who came to him,
 and with complete assurance and without hindrance
 he proclaimed the Kingdom of God
 and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6

R. (see 2b) The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

Sing to the LORD a new song,
 for he has done wondrous deeds;
 His right hand has won victory for him,
 his holy arm.

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

The LORD has made his salvation known:
 in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
 He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
 toward the house of Israel.

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

All the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation by our God.
 Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
 break into song; sing praise.

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

Sing praise to the LORD with the harp,
 with the harp and melodious song.
 With trumpets and the sound of the horn
 sing joyfully before the King, the LORD.

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

Alleluia

See Te Deum

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

We praise you, O God,
 we acclaim you as Lord;
 the glorious company of Apostles praise you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 14:22-33

After the crowd had eaten their fill,
 Jesus made the disciples get into the boat
 and precede him to the other side,
 while he dismissed the crowds.
 After doing so, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray.
 When it was evening he was there alone.
 Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore,
 was being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against it.
 During the fourth watch of the night,
 he came toward them, walking on the sea.
 When the disciples saw him walking on the sea they were terrified.
 "It is a ghost," they said, and they cried out in fear.
 At once Jesus spoke to them, "Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid."
 Peter said to him in reply,
 "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water."
 He said, "Come."
 Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus.
 But when he saw how strong the wind was he became frightened;
 and, beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!"
 Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught him,
 and said to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?"
 After they got into the boat, the wind died down.
 Those who were in the boat did him homage, saying,
 "Truly, you are the Son of God."

Reflection
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Wednesday (November 18):  They Did Not Want Me to Reign over ThemMeditation: How does God establish his kingdom here on the earth? The Jews in Jesus' time had a heightened sense that the Messiah would appear soon to usher in the kingdom of God's justice, love, and peace on the earth (Isaiah 11:1-9). Jesus, in fact, spoke in messianic terms of the coming reign of God. Perhaps his entry into Jerusalem would bring about such a change and overthrow of Roman domination.

Parable of the talents
Jesus speaks to their longing for a new kingdom in the parable of a nobleman who went away to receive a kingdom. The parable reveals something important about how God works his plan and purpose with his people. The parable speaks first of the king's trust in his subjects. While he goes away he leaves them with his money to use as they think best. While there were no strings attached, this was obviously a test to see if the Master's workers would be industrious and reliable in their use of the money entrusted to them. The master rewards those who are industrious and faithful and he punishes those who sit by idly and who do nothing with his money.

The essence of the parable seems to lie in the servants' conception of responsibility. Each servant entrusted with the master's money was faithful up to a certain point. The servant who buried the master's money was irresponsible. One can bury seeds in the ground and expect them to become productive because they obey natural laws. Coins, however, do not obey natural laws. They obey economic laws and become productive in circulation. The master expected his servants to be productive in the use of his money.

The Lord rewards those who faithfully use their gifts and talents for doing good by giving them more
What do coins and the law of economics have to do with the kingdom of God? The Lord entrusts the subjects of his kingdom with gifts and graces and he gives his subjects the freedom to use them as they think best. With each gift and talent, God gives sufficient means (grace and wisdom) for using them in a fitting way. As the parable of the talents shows, God abhors indifference and an attitude that says it's not worth trying. God honors those who use their talents and gifts for doing good. Those who are faithful with even a little are entrusted with more! But those who neglect or squander what God has entrusted to them will lose what they have.

The Lord expects us to be good stewards of the gifts and graces he gives us
There is an important lesson here for us. No one can stand still for long in the Christian life. We either get more or we lose what we have. We either advance towards God or we slip back. Do you seek to serve God with the gifts, talents, and graces he has given to you?

The Lord Jesus offers us a kingdom of justice, love, and peace and he calls us to live as citizens of this kingdom where he rules as Lord and Master. Through his atoning death on the cross and through his resurrection victory, Jesus frees us from a kingdom of darkness where sin and Satan reign. Through the power of the Holy Spirit the Lord gives us freedom to live as his servants and to lay down our lives in loving service of our neighbors (Galatians 5:1,13). Do you trust in God's grace to make good use of the gifts and talents he has given you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, be the ruler of my heart and mind and the master of my home and goods. Fill me with a generous and wise spirit that I may use the gifts, talents, time, and resources you give me for your glory and your kingdom.
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November 19, 2026

Thursday of the Thirty-third Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Revelation 5:1-10

I, John, saw a scroll in the right hand of the one who sat on the throne.
 It had writing on both sides and was sealed with seven seals.
 Then I saw a mighty angel who proclaimed in a loud voice,
 “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?”
 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth
 was able to open the scroll or to examine it.
 I shed many tears because no one was found worthy
 to open the scroll or to examine it.
 One of the elders said to me, “Do not weep.
 The lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has triumphed,
 enabling him to open the scroll with its seven seals.”

Then I saw standing in the midst of the throne
 and the four living creatures and the elders
 a Lamb that seemed to have been slain.
 He had seven horns and seven eyes;
 these are the seven spirits of God sent out into the whole world.
 He came and received the scroll from the right hand
 of the one who sat on the throne.
 When he took it,
 the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders
 fell down before the Lamb.
 Each of the elders held a harp and gold bowls filled with incense,
 which are the prayers of the holy ones.
 They sang a new hymn:

“Worthy are you to receive the scroll
 and break open its seals,
 for you were slain and with your Blood you purchased for God
 those from every tribe and tongue, people and nation.
 You made them a kingdom and priests for our God,
 and they will reign on earth.”



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6b, 9b

R. (Rev. 5:10) The Lamb has made us a kingdom of priests to serve our God.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sing to the LORD a new song
 of praise in the assembly of the faithful.
 Let Israel be glad in their maker,
 let the children of Zion rejoice in their king.

R. The Lamb has made us a kingdom of priests to serve our God.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Let them praise his name in the festive dance,
 let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.
 For the LORD loves his people,
 and he adorns the lowly with victory.

R. The Lamb has made us a kingdom of priests to serve our God.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Let the faithful exult in glory;
 let them sing for joy upon their couches;
 Let the high praises of God be in their throats.
 This is the glory of all his faithful. Alleluia.

R. The Lamb has made us a kingdom of priests to serve our God.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Psalm 95:8

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If today you hear his voice,
 harden not your hearts.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 19:41-44

As Jesus drew near Jerusalem,
 he saw the city and wept over it, saying,
 “If this day you only knew what makes for peace–
 but now it is hidden from your eyes.
 For the days are coming upon you
 when your enemies will raise a palisade against you;
 they will encircle you and hem you in on all sides.
 They will smash you to the ground and your children within you,
 and they will not leave one stone upon another within you
 because you did not recognize the time of your visitation.”

Reflection
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Thursday (November 19):  Know the Time of Your VisitationMeditation: What enables us to live in peace and harmony with our families, neighbors, local communities, and the wider community of peoples and nations? The Father in heaven sent his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to reconcile us with God and to unite us with one another in a bond of peace and mutual love.

Jesus' earthly ministry centers and culminates in Jerusalem, which Scripture describes as the holy city, the throne of the Lord (Jeremiah 3:17);and the place which God chose for his name to dwell there (1 Kings 11:13; 2 Kings 21:4; 2 Kings 23:27); and the holy mountain upon which God has set his king (Psalm 2:6). Jerusalem derives its name from the word "salem" which mean "peace" . The temple in Jerusalem was a constant reminder to the people of God's presence with them.

Tears of mourning and sorrow over sin and refusal to believe in God
When Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw the multitude of homes surrounding the holy temple, he wept over it because it inhabitants did not "know the things that make for peace" (Luke 19:42). As he poured out his heart to the Father in heaven, Jesus shed tears of sorrow, grief, and mourning for his people.He knew that he would soon pour out his blood for the people of Jerusalem and for the whole world as well.

Why does Jesus weep and lament over the city of Jerusalem? Throughout its history, many of the rulers and inhabitants - because of their pride and unbelief - had rejected the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Now they refuse to listen to Jesus who comes as their Messiah - whom God has anointed to be their Savior and Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).

Jesus is our only hope - the only one who can save us and the world
Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem was a gracious visitation of God's anointed Son and King to his holy city. Jerusalem's lack of faith and rejection of the Messiah, however, leads to its eventual downfall and destruction by the Romans in 70 A.D. Jesus' lamentation and prophecy echoes the lamentation of Jeremiah who prophesied the first destruction of Jerusalem and its temple. Jeremiah's prayer of lamentation offered a prophetic word of hope, deliverance, and restoration:
"But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies are new every morning ...For the Lord will not cast off for ever, but, though he cause grief, he will have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love for he does not willingly afflict or grieve the sons of men" (Lamentations 3:21-22, 31-32).

Jesus is the hope of the world because he is the only one who can truly reconcile us with God and with one another. Through his death and resurrection Jesus breaks down the walls of hostility and division by reconciling us with God. He gives us his Holy Spirit both to purify us and restore us as a holy people of God. Through Jesus Christ we become living temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19). God has visited his people in the past and he continues to visit us through the gift and working of his Holy Spirit. Do you recognize God's gracious visitation of healing and restoration today?

God judges, pardons, heals, and restores us to new life
When God visits his people he comes to establish peace and justice by rooting out our enemies - the world (which stands in opposition to God), the flesh (our own sinful cravings and inordinate desires), and the devil (who is Satan, the father of lies and a murderer from the beginning - John 8:44) who enslave us to fear and pride, rebellion and hatred, envy and covetousness, strife and violence, and every form of evil and wrong-doing. That is why God both judges and purifies his people - to lead us from our sinful ways to his way of justice, peace, love, and holiness. God actively works among his people to teach us his ways and to save us from the destruction of our own pride and sin and from Satan's snares and lies.

Are God's judgments unjust or unloving? Scripture tells us that "when God's judgments are revealed in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness" (Isaiah 26:9). To pronounce judgment on sin is much less harsh than what will happen if those who sin are not warned to repent. The Lord in his mercy gives us grace and time to turn away from sin, but that time is right now. If we delay, even for a moment, we may discover that grace has passed us by and our time is up. Do you accept the grace to turn away from sin and to walk in God's way of peace and holiness?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you have visited and redeemed your people. May I not miss the grace of your visitation today as you move to bring your people into greater righteousness and holiness of life. Purify my heart and mind that I may I understand your ways and conform my life more fully to your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 20, 2026

Friday of the Thirty-third Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Revelation 10:8-11

I, John, heard a voice from heaven speak to me.
 Then the voice spoke to me and said:
 “Go, take the scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel
 who is standing on the sea and on the land.”
 So I went up to the angel and told him to give me the small scroll.
 He said to me, “Take and swallow it.
 It will turn your stomach sour,
 but in your mouth it will taste as sweet as honey.”
 I took the small scroll from the angel’s hand and swallowed it.
 In my mouth it was like sweet honey,
 but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour.
 Then someone said to me, “You must prophesy again
 about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131

R. (103a) How sweet to my taste is your promise!

In the way of your decrees I rejoice,
 as much as in all riches.

R. How sweet to my taste is your promise!

Yes, your decrees are my delight;
 they are my counselors.

R. How sweet to my taste is your promise!

The law of your mouth is to me more precious
 than thousands of gold and silver pieces.

R. How sweet to my taste is your promise!

How sweet to my palate are your promises,
 sweeter than honey to my mouth!

R. How sweet to my taste is your promise!

Your decrees are my inheritance forever;
 the joy of my heart they are.

R. How sweet to my taste is your promise!

I gasp with open mouth
 in my yearning for your commands.

R. How sweet to my taste is your promise!

Alleluia

John 10:27

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;
 I know them, and they follow me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 19:45-48

Jesus entered the temple area and proceeded to drive out
 those who were selling things, saying to them,
 “It is written,
 My house shall be a house of prayer,
 but you have made it a den of thieves.”
 And every day he was teaching in the temple area.
 The chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people, meanwhile,
 were seeking to put him to death,
 but they could find no way to accomplish their purpose
 because all the people were hanging on his words.

Reflection
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Friday (November 20):  All the People Hung upon His WordsMeditation: Why did Jesus drive out the money changers in the temple at Jerusalem? Was he upset with their greediness? This is the only incident in the Gospels where we see Jesus using physical force. Jesus went to Jerusalem, knowing he would meet certain death on the cross, but victory as well for our sake. His act of judgment in the temple is meant to be a prophetic sign and warning to the people that God takes our worship very seriously.

Jesus honors the Father's house of prayer by cleansing it of unholy practices
In this incident we see Jesus' startling and swift action in cleansing the temple of those who were using it to exploit the worshipers of God. The money changers took advantage of the poor and forced them to pay many times more than was right - in the house of God no less! Their robbery of the poor was not only dishonoring to God but unjust toward their neighbor.

The people were hungry for the word of God
In justification for his audacious action Jesus quotes from the prophets Isaiah (Isaiah 56:7) and Jeremiah (Jeremiah 7:11). His act of judgment aims to purify the worship of God's people and to discipline their erring ways. Despite the objections of the religious leaders, no doubt because Jesus was usurping their authority in the house of God, the people who listened to Jesus teaching daily in the temple regarded him with great awe and respect. Luke tells us that "they hung upon Jesus' words"(Luke 19:48) . How hungry are you for God's word?

The Lord wants to share his holiness with us
If we approach God's word with a humble attentive heart and with a willingness to be taught by the Lord, then we are in a good place to allow God's word to change and transform us in the likeness of Christ. The Lord wants to teach us his ways so that we may grow in holiness. The Lord both instructs and disciplines us in love to lead us from the error of our sinful ways to his truth and justice. "God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness" (Hebrews 12:10). The Lord calls us to be a holy people who worship him with reverence and gratitude for his great mercy and kindness towards us. Do you allow God's word to transform you in his way of love and holiness?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you open wide the door of your house and you bid us to enter confidently that we may worship you in spirit and truth. Help me to draw near to you with gratitude and joy for your great mercy. May I always revere your word and give you acceptable praise and worship.
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November 21, 2026

Memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Reading

Revelation 11:4-12

I, John, heard a voice from heaven speak to me:
 Here are my two witnesses:
 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands
 that stand before the Lord of the earth.
 If anyone wants to harm them, fire comes out of their mouths
 and devours their enemies.
 In this way, anyone wanting to harm them is sure to be slain.
 They have the power to close up the sky
 so that no rain can fall during the time of their prophesying.
 They also have power to turn water into blood
 and to afflict the earth with any plague as often as they wish.

When they have finished their testimony,
 the beast that comes up from the abyss
 will wage war against them and conquer them and kill them.
 Their corpses will lie in the main street of the great city,
 which has the symbolic names “Sodom” and “Egypt,”
 where indeed their Lord was crucified.
 Those from every people, tribe, tongue, and nation
 will gaze on their corpses for three and a half days,
 and they will not allow their corpses to be buried.
 The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them
 and be glad and exchange gifts
 because these two prophets tormented the inhabitants of the earth.
 But after the three and a half days,
 a breath of life from God entered them.
 When they stood on their feet, great fear fell on those who saw them.
 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven say to them, “Come up here.”
 So they went up to heaven in a cloud as their enemies looked on.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 144:1, 2, 9-10

R. (1b) Blessed be the Lord, my Rock!

Blessed be the LORD, my rock,
 who trains my hands for battle, my fingers for war.

R. Blessed be the Lord, my Rock!

My mercy and my fortress,
 my stronghold, my deliverer,
 My shield, in whom I trust,
 who subdues my people under me.

R. Blessed be the Lord, my Rock!

O God, I will sing a new song to you;
 with a ten stringed lyre I will chant your praise,
 You who give victory to kings,
 and deliver David, your servant from the evil sword.

R. Blessed be the Lord, my Rock!

Alleluia

See 2 Timothy 1:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death
 and brought life to light through the Gospel.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 20:27-40

Some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection,
 came forward and put this question to Jesus, saying,
 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us,
 If someone’s brother dies leaving a wife but no child,
 his brother must take the wife
 and raise up descendants for his brother.
 Now there were seven brothers;
 the first married a woman but died childless.
 Then the second and the third married her,
 and likewise all the seven died childless.
 Finally the woman also died.
 Now at the resurrection whose wife will that woman be?
 For all seven had been married to her.”
 Jesus said to them,
 “The children of this age marry and remarry;
 but those who are deemed worthy to attain to the coming age
 and to the resurrection of the dead
 neither marry nor are given in marriage.
 They can no longer die,
 for they are like angels;
 and they are the children of God
 because they are the ones who will rise.
 That the dead will rise
 even Moses made known in the passage about the bush,
 when he called ‘Lord’
 the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob;
 and he is not God of the dead, but of the living,
 for to him all are alive.”
 Some of the scribes said in reply,
 “Teacher, you have answered well.”
 And they no longer dared to ask him anything.

Memorial of the Presentation of the Virgin Mary

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, #707-712.



Reading 1

Zechariah 2:14-17

Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion!
 See, I am coming to dwell among you, says the LORD.
 Many nations shall join themselves to the LORD on that day,
 and they shall be his people,
 and he will dwell among you,
 and you shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you.
 The LORD will possess Judah as his portion in the holy land,
 and he will again choose Jerusalem.
 Silence, all mankind, in the presence of the LORD!
 He stirs forth from his holy dwelling.

Responsorial Psalm

Luke 1:46-47, 48-49, 50-51, 52-53, 54-55

R. (49) The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"For he has looked upon his lowly servant.
 From this day all generations will call me blessed:
 the Almighty has done great things for me,
 and holy is his Name."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has mercy on those who fear him
 in every generation.
 He has shown the strength of his arm,
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
 and has lifted up the lowly.
 He has filled the hungry with good things,
 and the rich he has sent away empty."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has come to the help of his servant Israel
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
 the promise he made to our fathers,
 to Abraham and his children forever."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

Alleluia

Luke 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are those who hear the word of God
 and observe it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 12:46-50

While Jesus was speaking to the crowds,
 his mother and his brothers appeared outside,
 wishing to speak with him.
 Someone told him, "Your mother and your brothers are standing outside,
 asking to speak with you."
 But he said in reply to the one who told him,
 "Who is my mother? 
 Who are my brothers?"
 And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said,
 "Here are my mother and my brothers.
 For whoever does the will of my heavenly Father
 is my brother, and sister, and mother."

Reflection
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Saturday (November 21):  All Live to HimMeditation: Is your life earth-bound or heaven-bound? The Sadducees had one big problem - they could not conceive of heaven beyond what they could see with their naked eyes! Aren't we often like them? We don't recognize spiritual realities because we try to make heaven into an earthly image. The Sadducees came to Jesus with a test question to make the resurrection look ridiculous. The Sadducees, unlike the Pharisees, did not believe in immortality, nor in angels or evil spirits. Their religion was literally grounded in an earthly image of heaven.

The Scriptures give witness - we will rise again to immortal life
Jesus retorts by dealing with the fact of the resurrection. The scriptures give proof of it. In Exodus 3:6, when God manifests his presence to Moses in the burning bush, the Lord tells him that he is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He shows that the patriarchs who died hundreds of years previously were still alive in God. Jesus defeats their arguments by showing that God is a living God of a living people. God was the friend of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob when they lived. That friendship could not cease with death. As Psalm 73:23-24 states: "I am continually with you; you hold my right hand. You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will receive me to glory."

The ultimate proof of the resurrection is the Lord Jesus and his victory over death when he rose from the tomb. Before Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, he exclaimed: " I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?" (John 11:25). Jesus asks us the same question. Do you believe in the resurrection and in the promise of eternal life with God?

Jesus came to restore Paradise and everlasting life for us
The Holy Spirit reveals to us the eternal truths of God's unending love and the life he desires to share with us for all eternity. Paul the Apostle, quoting from the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 64:4; 65:17) states: "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him," God has revealed to us through the Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:9-10). The promise of paradise - heavenly bliss and unending life with an all-loving God - is beyond human reckoning. We have only begun to taste the first-fruits! Do you live now in the joy and hope of the life of the age to come?

Prayer: May the Lord Jesus put his hands on our eyes also, for then we too shall begin to look not at what is seen but at what is not seen. May he open the eyes that are concerned not with the present but with what is yet to come, may he unseal the heart's vision, that we may gaze on God in the Spirit, through the same Lord, Jesus Christ, whose glory and power will endure throughout the unending succession of ages. (Prayer of Origen, 185-254 AD)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 22, 2026

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Reading 1

Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17

Thus says the Lord GOD:
 I myself will look after and tend my sheep. 
 As a shepherd tends his flock
 when he finds himself among his scattered sheep,
 so will I tend my sheep.
 I will rescue them from every place where they were scattered
 when it was cloudy and dark. 
 I myself will pasture my sheep;
 I myself will give them rest, says the Lord GOD. 
 The lost I will seek out,
 the strayed I will bring back,
 the injured I will bind up,
 the sick I will heal,
 but the sleek and the strong I will destroy,
 shepherding them rightly.

As for you, my sheep, says the Lord GOD,
 I will judge between one sheep and another,
 between rams and goats.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6

R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul.
 He guides me in right paths
 for his name's sake.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 you anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.


 Reading 2

1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28

Brothers and sisters:
 Christ has been raised from the dead,
 the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
 For since death came through man,
 the resurrection of the dead came also through man.
 For just as in Adam all die,
 so too in Christ shall all be brought to life,
 but each one in proper order:
 Christ the firstfruits;
 then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ;
 then comes the end,
 when he hands over the kingdom to his God and Father,
 when he has destroyed every sovereignty
 and every authority and power. 
 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
 When everything is subjected to him,
 then the Son himself will also be subjected
 to the one who subjected everything to him,
 so that God may be all in all.



Alleluia

Mark 11:9, 10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
 Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is to come!

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Matthew 25:31-46

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
 and all the angels with him,
 he will sit upon his glorious throne,
 and all the nations will be assembled before him. 
 And he will separate them one from another,
 as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
 He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
 Then the king will say to those on his right,
 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father. 
 Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
 For I was hungry and you gave me food,
 I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
 a stranger and you welcomed me,
 naked and you clothed me,
 ill and you cared for me,
 in prison and you visited me.'
 Then the righteous will answer him and say,
 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
 or thirsty and give you drink? 
 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
 or naked and clothe you? 
 When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?'
 And the king will say to them in reply,
 'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did
 for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.'
 Then he will say to those on his left,
 'Depart from me, you accursed,
 into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
 For I was hungry and you gave me no food,
 I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,
 a stranger and you gave me no welcome,
 naked and you gave me no clothing,
 ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.'
 Then they will answer and say,
 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty
 or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison,
 and not minister to your needs?'
 He will answer them, 'Amen, I say to you,
 what you did not do for one of these least ones,
 you did not do for me.'
 And these will go off to eternal punishment,
 but the righteous to eternal life."

Reflection
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Solemnity of Christ the King  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. Introduction Instituted by Pius XI in 1926, this feast was celebrated on the last Sunday of October to foster the awareness of Christs dominion over all people and to establish peace among nations. After Vatican Council II the feast was transferred to the last Sunday of the Liturgical Year, the Sunday before Advent, on which the human race is consecrated to the Sacred Heart through the Litany of the Sacred Heart and a prayer recited before the Blessed Sacrament. This feast celebrates Christs Kingship in an altogether non-worldly way. Jesus was anointed by the Father with the oil of gladness as the Eternal Priest and Universal King. As Priest He offered His life on the altar of the Cross and redeemed the human race by this one perfect sacrifice of peace. As King He claims dominion over all creation that He may present to the almighty Father a Kingdom of truth and life, a Kingdom of holiness and grace, a Kingdom of justice, love, and peace. 

 

1st Reading - Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17 

 
 It is Ezekiel who pronounces the death sentence upon the kingdom with its entire political and religious structure of king, priest, and prophet. The earliest date mentioned in his book is 593 B.C. and the latest is 571 B.C. He was one of those deported by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon in 597 B.C. The book of Ezekiel falls into four major parts: 1) Chapters 1 through 24 which are threatening discourses before the fall of Jerusalem 2) Chapters 25 through 32 which are oracles against the nations 3) Chapters 33 through 39 which contain discourses of promise after the fall of Jerusalem (from which our reading for today comes) 4) Chapters 40 through 48 which are descriptions of the future restoration of the Temple, Jerusalem, and Israel It is interesting that St. Jerome, in his preface to the book of Ezekiel notes that rabbinic tradition was that no one was permitted to read the beginning and the end of the book (also the beginning of Genesis and all of the Song of Songs) until he reached the age at which priests began their ministry (age 30) because full maturity of human nature is necessary for perfect knowledge and mystical understanding such as are called for by the 1    material in these passages. The 10 verses preceding todays reading are a bitter indictment of the wicked shepherds of Gods people. In todays reading we hear Yahweh proclaim that he will judge between the sheep and inaugurate an age of peace. 11    For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will look after and tend my sheep. Since the kings, priests, and prophets have been ineffective and even led to denial of God, there will be a return to the theocracy, God will be in control. Biblical tradition sees God as Israels shepherd (Psalm 23; Isaiah 40:11; Jeremiah 31:10). 12    As a shepherd tends his flock when he finds himself among his scattered sheep, so will I tend my sheep. I will rescue them from every place where they were scattered when it was cloudy and dark. 15 I myself will pasture my sheep; I myself will give them rest, says the Lord GOD. 16 The lost I will seek out, the strayed I will bring back, the injured I will bind up, the sick I will heal God will reverse the evil done by bad human shepherds. (but the sleek and the strong I will destroy), shepherding them rightly. Those who would lead the others astray by setting bad example or rebellion. God is a good provider, defender of justice and upholder of the weak. 17    As for you, my sheep, says the Lord GOD, I will judge between one sheep and another, between rams and goats. This is an application of the principle of individual responsibility. 

 

2nd Reading - 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28 

 
 In Pauls day Corinth was a bustling city with a cosmopolitan population drawn from all parts of the Roman Empire. It was a center of government and of commerce; its population included Roman officials and military, businessmen, merchants, and sailors from Greece, Italy, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and other parts of the empire. The city was also famous as a sports center. It was the home of the Isthmian games celebrated every second spring. Athletes from all of Greece and the empire flocked to Corinth to compete in these contests. In a pagan world notoriously tolerant of sexual license, Corinth had a reputation for debauchery and licentiousness. In the Greek language, to live like a Corinthian meant to live a dissolute life. Also, the expression Corinthian girl was a euphemism for a prostitute. The patron deity of the city was Aphrodite, whose temple is said to have been serviced by a thousand priestesses, who were sacred prostitutes. 2    Against this background, Saint Paul established the Church in Corinth in early A.D. 51    and eighteen months later left there a flourishing community of Jewish and Gentile converts. This letter to the Corinthians is the second of four, two having been lost. In it Paul addresses disorders in the Church and provides answers to questions they have posed to him in a letter. 20    But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. Firstfruits is more than first in time. It is a Jewish cultic term. The offering of the first fruits was the symbol of the dedication of the entire harvest to God. The resurrection of all who are in Him. Paul says this in order to get at the false prophets who claimed that Christ was never born and thus cannot have died. The resurrection from the dead proves that Christ was a man and therefore able to merit by His righteousness the resurrection of the dead. [The Ambrosiaster (between A.D. 366-384), Commentaries on Thirteen Pauline Epistles 1 Corinthians 15:20] 21    For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead came also through a human being. The very human nature which was cast down must itself also gain the victory. For it was by this means that the reproach was wiped away. [Saint John Chrysostom (ca. A.D. 392), Homilies on the First Epistle to the Corinthians 39,5] 22    For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, The parallelism between Christ and Adam is a favorite Pauline teaching. 23    but each one in proper order: Christ the firstfruits; then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ; 24 then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to his God and Father, when he has destroyed every sovereignty and every authority and power. The consummation of time when Christ, having completed His redemptive mission and brought all the elect to the glory of His resurrection, manifests His total victory over the evil spirits. Then, having completed His work, He hands over to His Father the royal authority that was conferred on Him as Savior of the world and Head of the Church. 25    For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. See the messianic psalm, Psalm 110:1; a psalm sung by the pilgrims as they journeyed to 3    Jerusalem for the Passover. Will the Lord rule only until He has put all His enemies under His feet? Will He then stop ruling? Obviously it is only then that He will really begin to rule in the full sense of the word! [Saint Jerome (ca. A.D. 383), Against Helvidius: The Perpetual Virginity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 6] 26    The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 28 When everything is subjected to him, then the Son himself will (also) be subjected to the one who subjected everything to him, so that God may be all in all. 

 

Gospel - Matthew 25:31-46 

 
 This parable has no parallel in the other Gospels, it is unique to Matthew. It follows immediately after the parable of the talents which we heard last week. 31    When the Son of Man comes in his glory, Son of Man is a title which only Jesus uses for Himself. It recalls the vision of Daniel 7:9, 13-14. Here, the Son of Man acts in the place of God. and all the angels with him, he will sit upon his glorious throne, 32 and all the nations will be assembled before him. It is God who will do the gathering. And he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. The separation of the sheep from the goats can be observed in Palestine today. The sheep and goats are pastured together but are separated when it is time for them to be moved. 34    Then the king will say The Son of Man as king, is executing His Fathers will. With a blessing He invites the saved to enter the kingdom, which always exists but which we enter when He decides to bring it and admit us to it. to those on his right, Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me. This lists six of the seven corporal works of mercy: gave me food, gave me drink, clothed me, welcomed me, comforted me, visited me. The missing virtue is to bury the dead. 4    37    Then the righteous will answer him and say, Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you? The just show surprise. They did these things because they wanted to, not because they were trying to buy God off or force His hand. 40    And the king will say to them in reply, Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me. Service of the needy is identified with the love of Christ. A least brother is not necessarily a member of the Christian community, but any human being. 41    Then he will say to those on his left, Depart from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 a stranger and you gave me no welcome, naked and you gave me no clothing, ill and in prison, and you did not care for me. 44 Then they will answer and say, Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs? 45 He will answer them, Amen, I say to you, what you did not do for one of these least ones, you did not do for me. These have failed to observe Gods family covenant. They have failed to care for their brothers. 46    And these will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. See Daniel 12:2. 
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Sunday (November 22):  Come.. Inherit the Kingdom Prepared for YouMeditation: Do you allow the love of Christ, who is your Lord and King, to rule in your heart? Augustine of Hippo (354-430 A.D.) said, "Essentially, there are two kinds of people, because there are two kinds of love. One is holy, the other is selfish. One is subject to God; the other endeavors to equal Him." Jesus came not only to fulfill the law of righteousness (Leviticus 19), but to transform it through his unconditional love and mercy towards us.

The Lord Jesus proved his love for us by offering up his life on the cross as the atoning sacrifice for our sins. His death brings freedom and life for us - freedom from fear, selfishness, and greed - and new abundant life in the Holy Spirit who fills our hearts with the love of God (Romans 5:5). Do you allow God's love to purify your heart and transform your mind to think, act, and love others as the Lord Jesus has taught through word and example?

The lesson of separating goats and sheep at the end of the day
Jesus' description of the "Son of Man", a Messianic title which points to the coming of God's anointed Ruler and Judge over the earth (John 5:26-29, Daniel 7:13ff), and his parable about the separation of goats and sheep must have startled his audience. What does the separation of goats and sheep have to do with the Day of God's Judgement over the earth? In arid dry lands such as Palestine, goats and sheep often grazed together during the day because green pasture was sparse. At nightfall, when the shepherd brought the sheep and goats to their place of rest, he separated them into two groups. Goats by temperament are aggressive, domineering, restless, and territorial. They butt heads with their horns whenever they think someone is intruding on their space.

Goats came to symbolize evil and the expression "scape-goat" become a common expression for someone bearing blame or guilt for others. (See Leviticus 26:20-22 for a description of the ritual expulsion of a sin-bearing goat on the Day of Atonement.) Jesus took our guilt and sins upon himself and nailed them to the cross. He payed the price to set us free from sin and death. Our choice is either to follow and obey him as our Lord and Savior or to be our own master and go our own separate way apart from God's way of truth and righteousness (moral goodness).

We cannot remain neutral or indifferent to the commands of Christ. If we do not repent of our wrongdoing (our sins and offenses against God and neighbor) and obey the Gospel we cannot be disciples of the Lord Jesus nor inherit his kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy. Separation of the good from the bad is inevitable because one way leads to sin, rebellion, and death and the other way leads to purification, peace, and everlasting life with God.

Love of God frees us from inordinate love of self
The parable of the goats and sheep has a similar endpoint as the parable of the rich man who refused to give any help to the poor man Lazarus who begged daily at the rich man's doorstep (Luke 16:19-31) . Although Lazarus was poor and lacked what he needed, he nonetheless put his hope in God and the promise of everlasting life in God's kingdom. The rich man was a lover of wealth rather than a lover of God and neighbor. When Lazarus died he was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom to receive his reward in heaven. When the rich man died his fortunes were reversed and he was cast into the unquenchable fires of hell to receive his just desserts. The parable emphasizes the great chasm and wall of separation between the former rich man held now bound as a poor and miserable prisoner in hell and Lazarus clothed in royal garments feasting at God's banquet table in the kingdom of heaven.

The day of God's righteous judgment will disclose which kind of love we chose in this present life - a holy unselfish love directed to God and to the welfare of our neighbor or a disordered and selfish love that puts oneself above God and the good of our neighbor.

When Martin of Tours (316-397 AD) , a young Roman soldier who had been reluctant to fully commit his life to Christ and be baptized as a Christian, met a poor beggar on the road who had no clothes to warm himself in the freezing cold, Martin took pity on him. He immediately got off his horse and cut his cloak in two and then gave half to the stranger. That night Martin dreamt he saw a vision of Jesus in heaven robed in a torn cloak just like the one he gave away that day to the beggar. One of the angels next to Jesus asked, "Master, why do you wear that battered cloak?" Jesus replied, "My servant Martin gave it to me." Martin's disciple and biographer Sulpicius Severus states that as a consequence of this vision "Martin flew to be baptized" to give his life fully to Christ as a member of his people - the body of Christ on earth and the communion of saints and angels in heaven.

Augustine of Hippo (354-430 A.D.) wrote, "Christ is at once above and below - above in Himself, below in his people. Fear Christ above, and recognize him below. Here he is poor, with and in the poor; there he is rich, with and in God. Have Christ above bestowing his bounty; recognize him here in his need" (excerpt from Sermon 123, 44 ).

On the day of judgment Jesus will ask "whom did you love"?
When the Lord Jesus comes again as Judge and Ruler over all, he will call each one of us to stand before his seat of judgment to answer the question - who did you love and put first in this life? Inordinate love of self crowds out love of God and love of neighbor. Those who put their faith in Jesus Christ and follow his way of love and righteousness will not be disappointed. They will receive the just reward - life and peace with God in his everlasting kingdom.

If we entrust our lives to the Lord Jesus today, and allow his Holy Spirit to purify our hearts and minds, then he will give us the grace, strength, and freedom to walk and live each day in the power of his merciful love and goodness. Let us entrust our lives into the hands of the merciful Savior who gave his life for us. And let us ask the Lord Jesus to increase our faith, strengthen our hope, and enkindle in us the fire of his merciful love and compassion for all.



Prayer: Lord Jesus, be the Master and Ruler of my life. May your love rule in my heart that I may only think, act, and speak with charity and good will for all.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 23, 2026

Monday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Revelation 14:1-3, 4b-5

I, John, looked and there was the Lamb standing on Mount Zion,
 and with him a hundred and forty-four thousand
 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads.
 I heard a sound from heaven
 like the sound of rushing water or a loud peal of thunder.
 The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps.
 They were singing what seemed to be a new hymn before the throne,
 before the four living creatures and the elders.
 No one could learn this hymn except the hundred and forty-four thousand
 who had been ransomed from the earth.
 These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever he goes.
 They have been ransomed as the first fruits
 of the human race for God and the Lamb.
 On their lips no deceit has been found; they are unblemished.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6

R. (see 6) Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

The LORD’s are the earth and its fullness;
 the world and those who dwell in it.
 For he founded it upon the seas
 and established it upon the rivers.

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD?
 or who may stand in his holy place?
 He whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean,
 who desires not what is vain.

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

He shall receive a blessing from the LORD,
 a reward from God his savior.
 Such is the race that seeks for him,
 that seeks the face of the God of Jacob.

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

Alleluia

Matthew 24:42a, 44

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Stay awake!
 For you do not know when the Son of Man will come.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 21:1-4

When Jesus looked up he saw some wealthy people
 putting their offerings into the treasury
 and he noticed a poor widow putting in two small coins.
 He said, “I tell you truly,
 this poor widow put in more than all the rest;
 for those others have all made offerings from their surplus wealth,
 but she, from her poverty, has offered her whole livelihood.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Clement I, Pope and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718, or the Common of Pastors: For a Pope, #719-724.



Reading 1

1 Peter 5:1-4

Beloved:
 I exhort the presbyters among you,
 as a fellow presbyter and witness to the sufferings of Christ
 and one who has a share in the glory to be revealed.
 Tend the flock of God in your midst,
 overseeing it not by constraint but willingly,
 as God would have it, not for shameful profit but eagerly.
 Do not lord it over those assigned to you,
 but be examples to the flock.
 And when the chief Shepherd is revealed,
 you will receive the unfading crown of glory.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 21-22, 25, 27

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

The favors of the LORD I will sing forever;
 through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.
 For you have said, "My kindness is established forever";
 in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
 I have sworn to David my servant:
 Forever will I confirm your posterity
 and establish your throne for all generations."

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"I have found David, my servant;
 with my holy oil I have anointed him,
 That my hand may be always with him,
 and that my arm may make him strong."

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"My faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him,
 and through my name shall his horn be exalted.
 He shall say of me, 'You are my father,
 my God, the rock, my savior.'"

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.


 Alleluia

Mark 1:17

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come after me, says the Lord,
 and I will make you fishers of men.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Matthew 16:13-19

When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi
 he asked his disciples,
 "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"
 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah,
 still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets."
 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"
 Simon Peter said in reply,
 "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."
 Jesus said to him in reply, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.
 For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.
 And so I say to you, you are Peter,
 and upon this rock I will build my Church,
 and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.
 I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
 and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."

Optional Memorial of Saint Columban, Abbot

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #719-724, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains
 are the feet of him who brings glad tidings,
 Announcing peace, bearing good news,
 announcing salvation, and saying to Zion,
 "Your God is King!"

Hark! Your sentinels raise a cry,
 together they shout for joy,
 For they see directly, before their eyes,
 the LORD restoring Zion.
 Break out together in song,
 O ruins of Jerusalem!
 For the LORD comforts his people,
 he redeems Jerusalem.
 The LORD has bared his holy arm
 in the sight of all the nations;
 All the ends of the earth will behold
 the salvation of our God.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
 give to the LORD glory and praise;
 give to the LORD the glory due his name!

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.


 Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Luke 9:57-62

As Jesus and his disciples were proceeding on their journey, 
 someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go."
 Jesus answered him,
 "Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests,
 but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head."
 And to another he said, "Follow me."
 But he replied, "Lord, let me go first and bury my father."
 But he answered him, "Let the dead bury their dead.
 But you, go and proclaim the Kingdom of God."
 And another said, "I will follow you, Lord,
 but first let me say farewell to my family at home."
 He said, "No one who sets a hand to the plow
 and looks to what was left behind is fit for the Kingdom of God."

Optional Memorial of Saint Clement I, Pope and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718, or the Common of Pastors: For a Pope, #719-724.



Reading 1

1 Peter 5:1-4

Beloved:
 I exhort the presbyters among you,
 as a fellow presbyter and witness to the sufferings of Christ
 and one who has a share in the glory to be revealed.
 Tend the flock of God in your midst,
 overseeing it not by constraint but willingly,
 as God would have it, not for shameful profit but eagerly.
 Do not lord it over those assigned to you,
 but be examples to the flock.
 And when the chief Shepherd is revealed,
 you will receive the unfading crown of glory.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 21-22, 25, 27

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

The favors of the LORD I will sing forever;
 through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.
 For you have said, "My kindness is established forever";
 in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
 I have sworn to David my servant:
 Forever will I confirm your posterity
 and establish your throne for all generations."

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"I have found David, my servant;
 with my holy oil I have anointed him,
 That my hand may be always with him,
 and that my arm may make him strong."

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"My faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him,
 and through my name shall his horn be exalted.
 He shall say of me, 'You are my father,
 my God, the rock, my savior.'"

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.



Alleluia

Mark 1:17

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come after me, says the Lord,
 and I will make you fishers of men.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Matthew 16:13-19

When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi
 he asked his disciples,
 "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"
 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah,
 still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets."
 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"
 Simon Peter said in reply,
 "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."
 Jesus said to him in reply, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.
 For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.
 And so I say to you, you are Peter,
 and upon this rock I will build my Church,
 and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.
 I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
 and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."

Reflection
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Monday (November 23):  She Put in All That She HadMeditation: Do you know the joy of selfless giving and generous love for others? True love doesn't calculate - it spends lavishly! Jesus drove this point home to his disciples while sitting in the temple and observing people offering their tithes. Jesus praised a poor widow who gave the smallest of coins in contrast with the rich who gave greater sums. How can someone in poverty give more than someone who has ample means? Jesus' answer is very simple - love is more precious than gold or wealth!

Love grows with gratitude and generous giving
Jesus taught that real giving must come from the heart. A gift that is given with a grudge or for display loses its value. But a gift given out of love, with a spirit of generosity and sacrifice, is precious. The amount or size of the gift doesn't matter as much as the cost to the giver. The poor widow could have kept one of her coins, but instead she recklessly gave away all she had! Jesus praised someone who gave barely a penny - how insignificant a sum - because it was everything she had, her whole living.

Nothing given in love is worthless
What we have to offer may look very small and not worth much, but if we put all we have at the Lord's disposal, no matter how insignificant it may seem, then God can do with it and with us what is beyond our reckoning. Do you give out of love and gratitude for what God has already given to you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your love knows no bounds and you give without measure. All that I have comes from you. May I give freely and generously in gratitude for all that you have given to me. Take my life and all that I possess - my gifts, talents, time and resources - and use them as you see fit for your glory.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 24, 2026

Memorial of Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs

Reading 1

Revelation 14:14-19

I, John, looked and there was a white cloud,
 and sitting on the cloud one who looked like a son of man,
 with a gold crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand.
 Another angel came out of the temple,
 crying out in a loud voice to the one sitting on the cloud,
 “Use your sickle and reap the harvest,
 for the time to reap has come,
 because the earth’s harvest is fully ripe.”
 So the one who was sitting on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth,
 and the earth was harvested.

Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven
 who also had a sharp sickle.
 Then another angel came from the altar, who was in charge of the fire,
 and cried out in a loud voice
 to the one who had the sharp sickle,
 “Use your sharp sickle and cut the clusters from the earth’s vines,
 for its grapes are ripe.”
 So the angel swung his sickle over the earth and cut the earth’s vintage.
 He threw it into the great wine press of God’s fury.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:10, 11-12, 13

R. (13b) The Lord comes to judge the earth.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. The Lord comes to judge the earth.

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;
 let the sea and what fills it resound;
 let the plains be joyful and all that is in them!
 Then shall all the trees of the forest exult.

R. The Lord comes to judge the earth.

Before the LORD, for he comes;
 for he comes to rule the earth.
 He shall rule the world with justice 
 and the peoples with his constancy.

R. The Lord comes to judge the earth.

Alleluia

Revelation 2:10c

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain faithful until death,
 and I will give you the crown of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 21:5-11

While some people were speaking about
 how the temple was adorned with costly stones and votive offerings,
 Jesus said, “All that you see here–
 the days will come when there will not be left
 a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down.”

Then they asked him,
 “Teacher, when will this happen?
 And what sign will there be when all these things are about to happen?” 
 He answered,
 “See that you not be deceived,
 for many will come in my name, saying,
 ‘I am he,’ and ‘The time has come.’ 
 Do not follow them! 
 When you hear of wars and insurrections,
 do not be terrified; for such things must happen first,
 but it will not immediately be the end.” 
 Then he said to them,
 “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
 There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues
 from place to place;
 and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from the sky.” 

Memorial of Saint Andrew Ding-L¡c, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs

From the Common of Martyrs (vol. II, III, or IV, nos. 713-718), or:

Reading 1

Wisdom 3:1-9

The souls of the just are in the hand of God,
 and no torment shall touch them.
 They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;
 and their passing away was thought an affliction
 and their going forth from us, utter destruction.
 But they are in peace.
 For if before men, indeed, they be punished,
 yet is their hope full of immortality;
 Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,
 because God tried them
 and found them worthy of himself.
 As gold in the furnace, he proved them,
 and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.
 In the time of their visitation they shall shine,
 and shall dart about as sparks through stubble;
 They shall judge nations and rule over peoples,
 and the LORD shall be their King forever.
 Those who trust in him shall understand truth,
 and the faithful shall abide with him in love:
 Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,
 and his care is with his elect.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing. 

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,
 “The LORD has done great things for them.”
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed. 

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those who sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing. 

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves. 

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Alleluia

1 Peter 4:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you,
 for the Spirit of God rests upon you. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 10:17-22

Jesus said to his Apostles:
 “Beware of men, for they will hand you over to courts
 and scourge you in their synagogues,
 and you will be led before governors and kings for my sake
 as a witness before them and the pagans.
 When they hand you over,
 do not worry about how you are to speak
 or what you are to say.
 You will be given at that moment what you are to say.
 For it will not be you who speak
 but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
 Brother will hand over brother to death,
 and the father his child;
 children will rise up against parents and have them put to death.
 You will be hated by all because of my name,
 but whoever endures to the end will be saved.”

Reflection
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Tuesday (November 24):  Take Heed That You Are Not Led AstrayMeditation: How would you respond if someone prophesied that your home, land, or place of worship would be destroyed? Jesus foretold many signs that would shake peoples and nations. The signs which God uses are meant to point us to a higher spiritual truth and reality of his kingdom which does not perish or fade away, but endures for all eternity. God works through many events and signs to purify and renew us in hope and to help us set our hearts more firmly on him and him alone.

First signs of the end times
To the great consternation of the Jews, Jesus prophesied the destruction of their great temple at Jerusalem. The Jewish people took great pride in their temple, a marvel of the ancient world. The foretelling of this destruction was a dire warning of spiritual judgment in itself. They asked Jesus for a sign that would indicate when this disastrous event would occur. Jesus admonished them to not look for signs that would indicate the exact timing of impending destruction, but rather to pray for God's intervention of grace and mercy.

Jesus said there would be many signs of impending conflicts and disasters - such as wars, famines, diseases, tidal waves, and earthquakes - which would precede the struggles of the last days when God's anointed King would return to usher in the full reign of God over the earth. In that day when the Lord returns there will be a final judgement of the living and the dead when the secrets of every heart will be brought to light (Luke 12:2-3; Romans 2:16).

Jesus foretells the destruction of the Temple at Jerusalem
Jesus' prophecy of the destruction of the temple at Jerusalem was a two-edged sword, because it pointed not only to God's judgment, but also to his saving action and mercy. Jesus foretold the destruction of Jerusalem and the dire consequences for all who would reject him and his saving message. While the destruction of Jerusalem's temple was determined (it was razed by the Romans in 70 A.D.), there remained for its inhabitants a narrow open door leading to deliverance. Jesus said: "I am the door; whoever enters by me will be saved" (John 10:9). Jesus willingly set his face toward Jerusalem, knowing that he would meet betrayal, rejection, and death on a cross. His death on the cross, however, brought about true freedom, peace, and victory over the powers of sin, evil, and death - not only for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, but for all - both Jew and Gentile alike - who would accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Do you know the peace and security of a life submitted to the lordship of Jesus Christ?

We need to recognize the signs of God's judgment, mercy, and grace to save us
Sometimes we don't recognize the moral crisis and spiritual conflict of the age in which we live, until something "shakes us up" to the reality of this present condition. God reminds us that a future judgment and outcome awaits every individual who has lived on this earth. The reward for doing what is right and pleasing to God and the penalty for sinful rebellion and rejection of God are not always experienced in this present life - but they are sure to come in the day of final judgment.

The Lord Jesus tells us that there will be trials, suffering, and persecution in this present age until he comes again at the end of the world. God intends our anticipation of his final judgment to be a powerful deterrent to unfaithfulness and wrongdoing. God extends grace and mercy to all who will heed his call and his warning. Do not pass up, even for one day, God's invitation of grace and mercy to seek first his kingdom of righteousness and peace. This day may be your only chance before that final day comes.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your grace and mercy abounds even in the midst of trials and difficulties. Help me to seek your kingdom first and to reject whatever would hinder me from pursuing your way of peace, righteousness, and holiness. Fill me with the joy and hope of your everlasting kingdom.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 25, 2026

Wednesday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Revelation 15:1-4

I, John, saw in heaven another sign, great and awe-inspiring:
 seven angels with the seven last plagues,
 for through them God’s fury is accomplished.

Then I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire.
 On the sea of glass were standing those
 who had won the victory over the beast
 and its image and the number that signified its name.
 They were holding God’s harps,
 and they sang the song of Moses, the servant of God,
 and the song of the Lamb:

“Great and wonderful are your works,
 Lord God almighty.
 Just and true are your ways,
 O king of the nations.
 Who will not fear you, Lord,
 or glorify your name?
 For you alone are holy.
 All the nations will come
 and worship before you,
 for your righteous acts have been revealed.”



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9

R. (Rev. 15: 3b) Great and wonderful are all your works, Lord, mighty God!

Sing to the LORD a new song,
 for he has done wondrous deeds;
 His right hand has won victory for him,
 his holy arm.

R. Great and wonderful are all your works, Lord, mighty God!

The LORD has made his salvation known:
 in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
 He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
 toward the house of Israel.

R. Great and wonderful are all your works, Lord, mighty God!

Let the sea and what fills it resound,
 the world and those who dwell in it;
 Let the rivers clap their hands,
 the mountains shout with them for joy.

R. Great and wonderful are all your works, Lord, mighty God!

Before the LORD, for he comes,
 for he comes to rule the earth;
 He will rule the world with justice
 and the peoples with equity.

R. Great and wonderful are all your works, Lord, mighty God!

Alleluia

Revelation 2:10c

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain faithful until death,
 and I will give you the crown of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 21:12-19

Jesus said to the crowd:
 “They will seize and persecute you,
 they will hand you over to the synagogues and to prisons,
 and they will have you led before kings and governors
 because of my name.
 It will lead to your giving testimony.
 Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand,
 for I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking
 that all your adversaries will be powerless to resist or refute.
 You will even be handed over by parents,
 brothers, relatives, and friends,
 and they will put some of you to death.
 You will be hated by all because of my name,
 but not a hair on your head will be destroyed.
 By your perseverance you will secure your lives.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs (#713-718), or the Common of Virgins (#731-736).



Reading 1

Revelation 21:5-7

The One who was seated on the throne said:
 "Behold, I make all things new."
 Then he said, "Write these words down,
 for they are trustworthy and true."
 He said to me, "They are accomplished.
 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
 To the thirsty I will give a gift
 from the spring of life-giving water.
 The victor will inherit these gifts,
 and I shall be his God,
 and he will be my son."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8

R. (7) Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Had not the LORD been with us–
 When men rose up against us,
 then would they have swallowed us alive
 When their fury was inflamed against us. 

R. Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Then would the waters have overwhelmed us;
 The torrent would have swept over us;
 over us then would have swept
 the raging waters. 

R. Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Broken was the snare,
 and we were freed.
 Our help is in the name of the LORD,
 who made heaven and earth. 

R. Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Alleluia

See Te Deum

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

We praise you, O God,
 we acclaim you as Lord;
 the white-robed army of martyrs praises you. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 10:28-33

Jesus said to his Apostles:
 "Do not be afraid of those who kill the body
 but cannot kill the soul;
 rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy
 both soul and body in Gehenna.
 Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin?
 Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your Father's knowledge.
 Even all the hairs of your head are counted.
 So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
 Everyone who acknowledges me before others
 I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father.
 But whoever denies me before others,
 I will deny before my heavenly Father."

Reflection
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Wednesday (November 25):  Not a Hair of Your Head Will PerishMeditation: If the Gospel message is good news, then why do so many people treat Christians with contempt and hostility for their beliefs and practices? Jesus warns his followers that they will be confronted with wickedness, false teaching, persecution, as well as the temptation to renounce their faith when it is put to the test.

Satan destroys and kills - God restores and gives life
The real enemy of the Gospel - the good news of Jesus Christ - is Satan (also called Lucifer), the powerful leader of the fallen angels who rebelled against God and who were cast out of heaven. Satan opposes God and all who follow his rule of peace and righteousness (moral goodness) on the earth. Jesus calls Satan a "murderer" who turns brother against brother and the "father of lies" who twists the truth and speaks falsehood (John 8:44). Satan not only opposes God's rule, he seeks to destroy all who would obey God. Satan will use any means possible to turn people away from God. He tempts people through envy, deception, hatred, and fear to provoke hostility towards those who follow the Lord Jesus Christ.

What is Jesus' response to hostility and persecution? Love, forbearance, and forgiveness. Only love - the love which is rooted in God's great compassion and faithfulness - can overcome prejudice, hatred, and envy. God's love purifies our heart and mind of all that would divide and tear people apart. Knowing God as our compassionate Father and loving God's word of truth and righteousness (moral goodness) is essential for overcoming evil. Jesus tells us that we do not need to fear those who would oppose us or treat us harshly for following the Lord Jesus. He promises to give us supernatural strength, wisdom, and courage as we take a stand for our faith and witness to the truth and love of Christ.

The Gospel is good news for the whole world because it is God's eternal word of truth, love, pardon, and salvation (being set free from sin and evil) through his Son, Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus has won the victory for us through his atoning death on the cross for our sins and his rising from the grave - his resurrection power that brings abundant life and restoration for us. That is why the Gospel has power to set people free from sin, fear and death, and bring peace, pardon, and new life.

Endurance never gives up hope in God
Jesus tells his disciples that if they endure to the end they will gain their lives - they will inherit abundant life and lasting happiness with God. Endurance is an essential strength which God gives to those who put their trust in him. Endurance is the patience which never gives up hope, never yields to despair or hatred. Patience is long-suffering because it looks beyond the present difficulties and trials and sees the reward which comes to those who persevere with hope and trust in God. That is why godly endurance is more than human effort. It is first and foremost a supernatural gift of the Holy Spirit which enables us to bear up under any trial or temptation.

Endurance is linked with godly hope - the supernatural assurance that we will see God face to face and inherit all the promises he has made. Jesus is our supreme model and pioneer who endured the cross for our sake (Hebrews 12:2). "God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). Jesus willingly shed his blood for us - to win for us pardon and peace with God. Our joy and privilege is to take up our cross each day to follow the Lord Jesus.

True martyrs live and die as witnesses of Christ and the Gospel of peace
The word "martyr" in the New Testament Greek means "witness". The Book of Revelation says that "Jesus was the faithful witness ...who freed us from our sins by his blood" (Revelation 1:5). Tertullian, a second century lawyer who converted when he saw Christians singing as they went out to die by the hands of their persecutors, exclaimed: "The blood of the martyrs is seed." Their blood is the seed of new Christians, the seed of the church.

The third century bishop, Cyprian said: "When persecution comes, God's soldiers are put to the test, and heaven is open to martyrs. We have not enlisted in an army to think of peace and to decline battle, for we see that the Lord has taken first place in the conflict." True martyrs live and die as witnesses of the Gospel. They overcome their enemies through persevering hope and courage, undying love and forbearance, kindness, goodness, and compassion.

God may call some of us to be martyrs who shed their blood for bearing witness to Jesus Christ. But for most of us, our call is to be 'dry' martyrs who bear testimony to the joy and power of the Gospel in the midst of daily challenges, contradictions, temptations and adversities which come our way as we follow the Lord Jesus.

We do not need to fear our adversaries
What will attract others to the truth and power of the Gospel? When they see Christians loving their enemies, being joyful in suffering, patient in adversity, pardoning injuries, and showing comfort and compassion to the hopeless and the helpless. Jesus tells us that we do not need to fear our adversaries. God will give us sufficient grace, strength, and wisdom to face any trial and to answer any challenge to our faith. Are you ready to lay down your life for Christ and to bear witness to the joy and freedom of the Gospel?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, by your atoning death on the cross you have redeemed the world. Fill me with joyful hope, courage, and boldness to witness the truth of your love for sinners and your victory over the powers of sin, Satan, and death.
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November 26, 2026

Thursday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Revelation 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a

I, John, saw another angel coming down from heaven,
 having great authority,
 and the earth became illumined by his splendor.
 He cried out in a mighty voice: 
 “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great.
 She has become a haunt for demons.
 She is a cage for every unclean spirit,
 a cage for every unclean bird,
 a cage for every unclean and disgusting beast.”

A mighty angel picked up a stone like a huge millstone
 and threw it into the sea and said:

“With such force will Babylon the great city be thrown down,
 and will never be found again.
 No melodies of harpists and musicians,
 flutists and trumpeters,
 will ever be heard in you again.
 No craftsmen in any trade
 will ever be found in you again.
 No sound of the millstone
 will ever be heard in you again.
 No light from a lamp
 will ever be seen in you again.
 No voices of bride and groom
 will ever be heard in you again.
 Because your merchants were the great ones of the world,
 all nations were led astray by your magic potion.”

After this I heard what sounded like
 the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying:

“Alleluia!
 Salvation, glory, and might belong to our God,
 for true and just are his judgments.
 He has condemned the great harlot 
 who corrupted the earth with her harlotry.
 He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”

They said a second time:

“Alleluia! Smoke will rise from her forever and ever.”

Then the angel said to me,

“Write this:
 Blessed are those who have been called
 to the wedding feast of the Lamb.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5

R. (Rev. 19: 9a) Blessed are they who are called to the wedding feast of the Lamb.

Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
 serve the LORD with gladness;
 come before him with joyful song.

R. Blessed are they who are called to the wedding feast of the Lamb.

Know that the LORD is God;
 he made us, his we are;
 his people, the flock he tends.

R. Blessed are they who are called to the wedding feast of the Lamb.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
 his courts with praise;
 Give thanks to him; bless his name.

R. Blessed are they who are called to the wedding feast of the Lamb.

For he is good:
 the LORD, whose kindness endures forever,
 and his faithfulness, to all generations.

R. Blessed are they who are called to the wedding feast of the Lamb.

Alleluia

Luke 21:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Stand erect and raise your heads
 because your redemption is at hand.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 21:20-28

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies,
 know that its desolation is at hand.
 Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains.
 Let those within the city escape from it,
 and let those in the countryside not enter the city,
 for these days are the time of punishment
 when all the Scriptures are fulfilled.
 Woe to pregnant women and nursing mothers in those days,
 for a terrible calamity will come upon the earth
 and a wrathful judgment upon this people.
 They will fall by the edge of the sword
 and be taken as captives to all the Gentiles;
 and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles
 until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

"There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars,
 and on earth nations will be in dismay,
 perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves.
 People will die of fright
 in anticipation of what is coming upon the world,
 for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
 And then they will see the Son of Man
 coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
 But when these signs begin to happen,
 stand erect and raise your heads
 because your redemption is at hand.”

Thanksgiving Day

[In the Dioceses of the United States]

The following are a selection of the readings that may be chosen for this day.

Reading I

Sirach 50:22-24

And now, bless the God of all,
 who has done wondrous things on earth;
 Who fosters people’s growth from their mother’s womb,
 and fashions them according to his will!
 May he grant you joy of heart
 and may peace abide among you;
 May his goodness toward us endure in Israel
 to deliver us in our days.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11

R. (see 1) I will praise your name for ever, Lord.

Every day will I bless you,
 and I will praise your name forever and ever.
 Great is the LORD and highly to be praised;
 his greatness is unsearchable. 

R. I will praise your name for ever, Lord.

Generation after generation praises your works
 and proclaims your might.
 They speak of the splendor of your glorious majesty
 and tell of your wondrous works. 

R. I will praise your name for ever, Lord.

They discourse of the power of your terrible deeds
 and declare your greatness.
 They publish the fame of your abundant goodness
 and joyfully sing of your justice.

R. I will praise your name for ever, Lord.

The LORD is gracious and merciful,
 slow to anger and of great kindness.
 The LORD is good to all
 and compassionate toward all his works.

R. I will praise your name for ever, Lord.

Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD,
 and let your faithful ones bless you.
 Let them discourse of the glory of your Kingdom
 and speak of your might.

R. I will praise your name for ever, Lord 

Reading II

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Brothers and sisters:
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father
 and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I give thanks to my God always on your account
 for the grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus,
 that in him you were enriched in every way,
 with all discourse and all knowledge,
 as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you,
 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift
 as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 He will keep you firm to the end,
 irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 God is faithful,
 and by him you were called to fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Alleluia

1 Thessalonians 5:18

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

In all circumstances, give thanks,
 for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 17:11-19

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem,
 he traveled through Samaria and Galilee.
 As he was entering a village, ten persons with leprosy met him.
 They stood at a distance from him and raised their voices, saying,
 “Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!”
 And when he saw them, he said,
 “Go show yourselves to the priests.”
 As they were going they were cleansed. 
 And one of them, realizing he had been healed,
 returned, glorifying God in a loud voice;
 and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. 
 He was a Samaritan.
 Jesus said in reply,
 “Ten were cleansed, were they not?
 Where are the other nine? 
 Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?” 
 Then he said to him, “Stand up and go;
 your faith has saved you.”

Reflection

Lectionary for Mass, Copyright ï¿½ 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain ï¿½ 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


Thursday (November 26):  The Son of Man Is Coming with Great GloryMeditation: Do you believe that the world as we know it is going to end just as Jesus foretold? Jesus' prophetic description of the destruction of the holy city Jerusalem, the destruction of the world, and the day of final judgment, was not new to the people of Israel. The prophets had foretold these events many centuries before. Behold the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger to make the earth a desolation and to destroy its sinners from it (Isaiah 13:9-13; see also Joel 2:1-2; Amos 5:18-20; Zephaniah 1:14-18) .

Indifference and rejection of the Gospel lead to destruction
Jesus warns of the imminent destruction of Jerusalem as a consequence of the rejection of the Gospel. According to the historian Josephus, over a million inhabitants died when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem with its temple in 70 A.D. Jerusalem's vengeance resulted from her indifference to the visitation of God in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ (Luke 19:44).

Jesus also speaks about the judgment at the end of the world. Only spiritual blindness can keep us from recognizing the obvious signs of approaching disaster which awaits the day of judgment for those who refuse to heed God's word of grace and salvation. Jesus was completely honest. He told his disciples what it would cost to follow him. And he promised that he would never leave them alone, even in their time of tribulation. The saints and martyrs who underwent torment and death made their prisons a temple of praise and their scaffolds a throne to the glory of God. They knew the saving presence of Jesus Christ with them in all circumstances. Jesus offers us safety in the face of earth's threats. Not a hair of your head will perish (Luke 21:18). The disciple who walks with Christ may lose their body but not their soul.

We hope for what is to come - full redemption of our bodies and a new heavens and earth
The greatest gift which no one can take from us and which we can be most thankful for is our redemption through the precious blood of Jesus, which was shed on the cross for our sins, and our adoption through Christ as children of God our heavenly Father. Jesus Christ has redeemed us from slavery to sin, from fear of death, and from final destruction. We can be eternally thankful because our hope is anchored in heaven and in the promise that Jesus will return to fully establish his reign of peace and righteousness. The Lord Jesus will raise our lowly bodies to be like his glorious body which is no longer subject to illness, death and corruption.

Jesus speaks of his second coming as a known fact, a for certain event which we can confidently expect to take place in the Lord's time of choosing. This coming will be marked by signs that all will recognize - signs which will strike terror and grief in those who are unprepared and wonder and joy in those who are ready to meet the Lord. When the Lord Jesus returns he will fully establish his kingdom of justice and righteousness and he will vindicate all who have been faithful to him. His judgment is a sign of hope for those who have placed their trust in him. Do you hope in God and in the promise of Christ to return again to create new heavens and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17 and Revelation 21:1)?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with gratitude for the gift of redemption and increase my hope and longing for your return again in glory. May that day bring joy to my heart rather than sorrow. Help me to serve you faithfully and to make the best use of my time now in the light of your coming again.
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November 27, 2026

Friday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Revelation 20:1-4, 11—21:2

I, John, saw an angel come down from heaven,
 holding in his hand the key to the abyss and a heavy chain.
 He seized the dragon, the ancient serpent,
 which is the Devil or Satan,
 and tied it up for a thousand years and threw it into the abyss,
 which he locked over it and sealed,
 so that it could no longer lead the nations astray
 until the thousand years are completed.
 After this, it is to be released for a short time.

Then I saw thrones; those who sat on them were entrusted with judgment.
 I also saw the souls of those who had been beheaded
 for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God,
 and who had not worshiped the beast or its image
 nor had accepted its mark on their foreheads or hands.
 They came to life and they reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

Next I saw a large white throne and the one who was sitting on it.
 The earth and the sky fled from his presence
 and there was no place for them.
 I saw the dead, the great and the lowly, standing before the throne,
 and scrolls were opened.
 Then another scroll was opened, the book of life.
 The dead were judged according to their deeds,
 by what was written in the scrolls.
 The sea gave up its dead;
 then Death and Hades gave up their dead.
 All the dead were judged according to their deeds.
 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the pool of fire.
 (This pool of fire is the second death.)
 Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life
 was thrown into the pool of fire.

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth.
 The former heaven and the former earth had passed away,
 and the sea was no more.
 I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem,
 coming down out of heaven from God,
 prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 84:3, 4, 5-6a, 8a

R. (Revelation 21:3b) Here God lives among his people.

My soul yearns and pines 
 for the courts of the LORD.
 My heart and my flesh
 cry out for the living God.

R. Here God lives among his people.

Even the sparrow finds a home,
 and the swallow a nest
 in which she puts her young–
 Your altars, O LORD of hosts,
 my king and my God!

R. Here God lives among his people.

Blessed they who dwell in your house!
 continually they praise you.
 Blessed the men whose strength you are!
 They go from strength to strength.

R. Here God lives among his people.

Alleluia

Luke 21:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Stand erect and raise your heads
 because your redemption is at hand.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 21:29-33

Jesus told his disciples a parable.
 “Consider the fig tree and all the other trees.
 When their buds burst open,
 you see for yourselves and know that summer is now near;
 in the same way, when you see these things happening,
 know that the Kingdom of God is near.
 Amen, I say to you, this generation will not pass away
 until all these things have taken place.
 Heaven and earth will pass away, 
 but my words will not pass away.”
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Friday (November 27):  My Words Will Not Pass AwayMeditation: Do you recognize the signs of God's presence and action in your life and the world today? Jesus used the image of a fig tree to teach his disciples an important lesson about reading the "signs of the times." The fig tree was a common and important source of food for the Jews. It bore fruit twice a year, in the autumn and in the early spring. The Talmud (teachings and commentaries of the ancient rabbis on the Jewish Scriptures) said that the first fruit came the day after Passover. The Jews believed that when the Messiah came he would usher in the kingdom of God at Passover time.

Let the fruit of God's kingdom grow within you
The early signs of a changing season, such as springtime, summer, or autumn, are evident for all who can see and observe the changes. Just so are the signs of God's kingdom and his return in glory on the day of judgment. The "budding" of God's kingdom begins first in the hearts of those who are receptive to God's word. Those who trust in God's word will bear the fruits of his kingdom. And what are the fruits of that kingdom? "The kingdom of God ..is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit" (Romans 14:17). The Lord gives the first-fruits of his kingdom to those who open their hearts to him with expectant faith and trust in his word.

We do not know the day nor the hour when the Lord Jesus will return again in glory. But the Lord does give us signs, not only to "wake us up" as a warning, but also to "rouse our spirits" to be ready and eager to receive his kingdom when he comes in all his power and glory. The "Day of the Lord" will strike terror in those who have ignored or rejected God, but it will be a day of joy and rejoicing for those who long to see the Lord face-to-face. The Lord Jesus wants us to be filled with joyful anticipation for his coming again.

The Lord opens the word for us - listen and respond
While we wait for the Lord's physical return in glory, we can know his presence with us through the work and action of the Holy Spirit who dwells in our hearts. The Lord Jesus comes daily and frequently to those who long for him and he speaks tenderly to our hearts like a lover who whispers in the ear of the beloved. He comes to show us the way to our heavenly Father and to give us the hope of eternal life. Do you recognize his presence and do you listen to his word?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end of all history, and the lord of all creation. Give me joyful hope and assurance that I will see you face to face and be united with you forever when you return in glory.
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November 28, 2026

Saturday of the Thirty-fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Revelation 22:1-7

John said:
 An angel showed me the river of life-giving water,
 sparkling like crystal, flowing from the throne of God
 and of the Lamb down the middle of the street,
 On either side of the river grew the tree of life
 that produces fruit twelve times a year, once each month;
 the leaves of the trees serve as medicine for the nations.
 Nothing accursed will be found anymore.
 The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it,
 and his servants will worship him.
 They will look upon his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.
 Night will be no more, nor will they need light from lamp or sun,
 for the Lord God shall give them light,
 and they shall reign forever and ever.

And he said to me,
 “These words are trustworthy and true, 
 and the Lord, the God of prophetic spirits,
 sent his angel to show his servants what must happen soon.”
 “Behold, I am coming soon.”
 Blessed is the one who keeps the prophetic message of this book.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab

R. (1 Cor 16: 22b, see Rev. 22: 20c) Marana tha! Come, Lord Jesus!

Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD;
 let us acclaim the Rock of our salvation.
 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
 let us joyfully sing psalms to him.

R. Marana tha! Come, Lord Jesus!

For the LORD is a great God,
 and a great king above all gods;
 In his hands are the depths of the earth,
 and the tops of the mountains are his.
 His is the sea, for he has made it,
 and the dry land, which his hands have formed.

R. Marana tha! Come, Lord Jesus!

Come, let us bow down in worship;
 let us kneel before the LORD who made us.
 For he is our God,
 and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides.

R. Marana tha! Come, Lord Jesus!

Alleluia

Luke 21:36

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Be vigilant at all times and pray
 that you may have the strength to stand before the Son of Man.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 21:34-36

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy
 from carousing and drunkenness
 and the anxieties of daily life,
 and that day catch you by surprise like a trap.
 For that day will assault everyone
 who lives on the face of the earth.
 Be vigilant at all times
 and pray that you have the strength
 to escape the tribulations that are imminent
 and to stand before the Son of Man.”
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Saturday (November 28):  Lest Your Hearts Be Weighed DownMeditation: Is there anything holding you back from the joy and freedom of the Lord? God wants our hearts for him and for his kingdom of peace, joy, and righteousness (Romans 14:17). But our hearts can be weighed down by many different things. Jesus, our Lord and Master, offers us true freedom - freedom from the power of sin and wasted life, and freedom from our unruly desires and disordered passions - such as making food, drink or anything else our master rather than our servant. Jesus wants our hearts to be ruled by one thing only - his love and truth which enables us to choose whatever is good and to reject whatever is evil and harmful for us.

Be ready to meet the Lord today
Jesus also warns us of the temptation to slacken off - to become spiritually idle, lazy, indifferent, or inattentive to God's presence and his word and guidance for our lives. We can fall asleep spiritually if we allow other things to distract us from the reality of God and his kingdom. It is very easy to get caught up in the things of the present moment or to be weighed down with anxious cares and concerns. The Lord wants us to be ready at all times to meet him - whether it be in our rising, eating, working, or taking our rest. He comes to draw us to himself - are you alert and attentive to his voice?

Speak your troubles to the Lord - he is listening
The Lord knows our struggles, weaknesses, and shortcomings. And he assures us that we do not need to carry our burdens alone nor struggle without his help. He is always very present and ready to give us whatever strength, guidance, and help we need to fight temptation and to stay the course which he has set for us. But there is one thing he doesn't tolerate: indifference, an attitude of not caring, and doing nothing! The Lord wants us to cast our anxieties on him and to ask for his guidance and help. Do you pray for God's strength and wisdom?

Until the Lord comes again we can expect troubles, trials, and temptations. Our adversary the devil does not rest in his attempt to lure us away from God's will for our lives. If he cannot succeed in getting us to renounce our faith in Christ, he will try, little by little, to distract us from pursuing God, especially in prayer and listening to his word. Ask the Lord Jesus to rekindle the fire of his love in you so that you will be ready and eager to meet him when he comes again.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, rouse my spirit to the truth that this world is passing away. Give me a lively faith, a joyful hope, and a fervent love to see you face to face when you return in glory.
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November 29, 2026

First Sunday of Advent

Reading 1

Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7

You, LORD, are our father,
 our redeemer you are named forever.
 Why do you let us wander, O LORD, from your ways,
 and harden our hearts so that we fear you not?
 Return for the sake of your servants,
 the tribes of your heritage.
 Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down,
 with the mountains quaking before you,
 while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for,
 such as they had not heard of from of old.
 No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you
 doing such deeds for those who wait for him.
 Would that you might meet us doing right,
 that we were mindful of you in our ways!
 Behold, you are angry, and we are sinful;
 all of us have become like unclean people,
 all our good deeds are like polluted rags;
 we have all withered like leaves,
 and our guilt carries us away like the wind.
 There is none who calls upon your name,
 who rouses himself to cling to you;
 for you have hidden your face from us
 and have delivered us up to our guilt.
 Yet, O LORD, you are our father;
 we are the clay and you the potter:
 we are all the work of your hands.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19

R. (4) Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.

O shepherd of Israel, hearken,
 from your throne upon the cherubim, shine forth.
 Rouse your power,
 and come to save us.

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.

Once again, O LORD of hosts,
 look down from heaven, and see;
 take care of this vine,
 and protect what your right hand has planted
 the son of man whom you yourself made strong.

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.

May your help be with the man of your right hand,
 with the son of man whom you yourself made strong.
 Then we will no more withdraw from you;
 give us new life, and we will call upon your name.

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.

Reading II

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Brothers and sisters:
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father
 and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I give thanks to my God always on your account
 for the grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus,
 that in him you were enriched in every way,
 with all discourse and all knowledge,
 as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you,
 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift
 as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 He will keep you firm to the end,
 irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 God is faithful,
 and by him you were called to fellowship with his Son,
 Jesus Christ our Lord.

Alleluia

Psalm 85:8

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Show us Lord, your love;
 and grant us your salvation.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 13:33-37

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “Be watchful! Be alert!
 You do not know when the time will come.
 It is like a man traveling abroad.
 He leaves home and places his servants in charge,
 each with his own work,
 and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch.
 Watch, therefore;
 you do not know when the lord of the house is coming,
 whether in the evening, or at midnight,
 or at cockcrow, or in the morning.
 May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping.
 What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’”
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Sunday (November 29):  Watch Expectantly Today - Your Master Is Coming!Meditation: What do you do when someone you love very dearly and miss very much has been gone a very long time but promises to return soon? Do you ignore their absence, or do you anticipate their return and send them messages to let them know how much you long to be with them again? Jesus' parable about the long-expected return of the Master to his household brings this point home.

Parable of the watchful servants waiting for the master's return
Wealthy landowners often left their estates in the hands of their trustworthy servants and stewards. This gave them freedom to travel, trade, and expand their business ventures. They expected loyalty and hard work from their servants and rewarded them accordingly. Dutiful servants would eagerly anticipate their master's return by keeping the house and estate in good order. Jesus doesn't tell us in his parable whether the servants were ready to receive the unexpected return of their master. Were these servants excited or anxious about their master's return? The watchful servants, no doubt, looked forward to the future because they knew their master would be pleased and would reward them for their vigilance and hard work. Disaster and reprisal, however, awaited those who were unprepared because of carelessness or laziness.

Watching with hopeful expectation and vigilance for Christ's return
When we expect some very important event to happen, we often wait for it with excited anticipation. The Lord Jesus expects us to watch in great anticipation for the most important event of all - his return in glory at the end of this present age! The Old Testament prophets foretold the coming of the Lord when he shall judge between the nations and decide for many peoples (Isaiah 2:5).

The Advent season reminds us that we are living in the end times. The end times begin with the first coming of Christ (when the Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us - John 1:14) and it culminates in Christ's second coming on the Day of Judgment and vindication for his people. Jesus spoke of his return in glory at the close of the ages as an indisputable fact and predetermined act which he will perform as the Judge and Ruler of all peoples, nations, and individuals who ever lived on the earth.

"May your kingdom come!"
While the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is for certain, the time of his appearance is not yet disclosed. The Lord's day of visitation and judgment will come swiftly and unexpectedly. Jesus warns his listeners to not be caught off guard when that day arrives. It will surely come in God's good time! The Lord invites us to pray for the coming of his kingdom into our present lives and future as well. Jesus taught his disciples to pray - "may your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10). Do you earnestly pray for the coming of God's kingdom - both now and at the end of the world?

The Lord will reward those who wait for him
The prophet Isaiah tells us that God will surely reward those who wait for his visitation: "From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who works for those who wait for him" (Isaiah 64:4). Our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, has entrusted us with his gifts and graces (his abundant favors and blessings). He expects us to make good use of the gifts and resources he gives us for his glory and for the benefit of helping and blessing others as well. He does not want us to use the present time we have here on earth in idleness or wasted living. He has work for us to do - loving, honoring,and serving him and loving, honoring, and serving our families, neighbors, and communities as well.

How do we watch and wait for the Lord's coming?
How does the Lord want us to be watchful and vigilant for his return? The kind of watching the Lord has in mind is not a passive "wait and see what happens" approach to life. The Lord urges us to vigilance and to active prayer that his "kingdom may come" and his "will be done on earth as it is in heaven". We are not only to watch for Christ, but to watch with Christ. The Lord wants us to have our hearts and minds fixed on him and his word. He wants us to be ready for his action and work of grace in our lives and in our world. Those who "wait" for the Lord will not be disappointed. He will surely come with his grace and saving help. Do you watch for the Lord's action in your life with expectant faith and with joyful hope?

The season of Advent is a time for rousing our minds and hearts for the Lord's coming. As his servants we watch for his will - continually seeking him. We watch for his word and his power - that he may act now to save and to deliver. And we watch for his visitation - he will surely come again! Servants of the Lord rouse yourselves! Be vigilant, be alert, be "watchmen" for the Lord pointing the way for his coming.


Prayer: Lord Jesus, awaken my heart and mind to receive your word and to prepare for your coming again. Free me from complacency, from the grip of sin and worldliness, and from attachments to things which pass away. May I always be eager to receive your word and be ready to meet you when you come again.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


November 30, 2026

Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle

Reading I

Romans 10:9-18

Brothers and sisters:
 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord
 and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
 you will be saved.
 For one believes with the heart and so is justified,
 and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.
 The Scripture says,
 No one who believes in him will be put to shame.
 There is no distinction between Jew and Greek;
 the same Lord is Lord of all,
 enriching all who call upon him.
 For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

But how can they call on him in whom they have not believed?
 And how can they believe in him of whom they have not heard?
 And how can they hear without someone to preach?
 And how can people preach unless they are sent?
 As it is written,
 How beautiful are the feet of those who bring the good news!
 But not everyone has heeded the good news;
 for Isaiah says, Lord, who has believed what was heard from us?
 Thus faith comes from what is heard,
 and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.
 But I ask, did they not hear?
 Certainly they did; for

 Their voice has gone forth to all the earth,
 and their words to the ends of the world.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11

R. (10) The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. (John 6:63) Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The law of the LORD is perfect,
 refreshing the soul;
 The decree of the LORD is trustworthy,
 giving wisdom to the simple.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The precepts of the LORD are right,
 rejoicing the heart;
 The command of the LORD is clear,
 enlightening the eye.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The fear of the LORD is pure,
 enduring forever;
 The ordinances of the LORD are true,
 all of them just.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

They are more precious than gold,
 than a heap of purest gold;
 Sweeter also than syrup
 or honey from the comb.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

Alleluia

Matthew 4:19

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come after me, says the Lord,
 and I will make you fishers of men.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 4:18-22

As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,
 Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew,
 casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen.
 He said to them,
 “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
 At once they left their nets and followed him.
 He walked along from there and saw two other brothers,
 James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John.
 They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets.
 He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father 
 and followed him.


Reflection
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Monday (November 30):  Many Will Sit at Table in the Kingdom of GodMeditation: Are you ready to feast at the Lord's banquet table? God's gracious invitation extends to all - Jew and Gentile alike - who will turn to him with faith and obedience. Jesus used many images or pictures to convey what the kingdom of God is like. One such image is a great banquet feast given at the King's table (Matthew 8:11 and Luke 13:29). Jesus promised that everyone who believed in him would come and feast at the heavenly banquet table of his Father. Jesus told this parable in response to the dramatic request made by a Roman centurion, a person despised by many because he was an outsider, not one of the "chosen ones" of Israel. In Jesus' time the Jews hated the Romans because they represented everything they stood against - including foreign domination and pagan beliefs and practices.

The power to command with trust and respect
Why did Jesus not only warmly receive a Roman centurion but praise him as a model of faith and confidence in God? In the Roman world the position of centurion was very important. He was an officer in charge of a hundred soldiers. In a certain sense, he was the backbone of the Roman army, the cement which held the army together. Polybius, an ancient writer, describes what a centurion should be: "They must not be so much venturesome seekers after danger as men who can command, steady in action, and reliable; they ought not to be over-anxious to rush into the fight, but when hard pressed, they must be ready to hold their ground, and die at their posts."

Faith in Jesus' authority and power to heal
The centurion who approached Jesus was not only courageous, but faith-filled as well. He risked the ridicule of his cronies as well as mockery from the Jews by seeking help from a traveling preacher from Galilee. Nonetheless, the centurion approached Jesus with great confidence and humility. He was an extraordinary man because he loved his slave. In the Roman world slaves were treated like animals - something to be used for work and pleasure and for bartering and trade. This centurion was a man of great compassion and extraordinary faith. He wanted Jesus to heal his beloved slave. Jesus commends him for his faith and immediately grants him his request. Are you willing to suffer ridicule in the practice of your faith? And when you need help, do you approach the Lord Jesus with expectant faith?

Christ comes to establish God's kingdom of peace where all peoples can feast at his table
The prophet Isaiah foretold a time of restoration for the holy city Jerusalem and for its remnants (see Isaiah 4:2-6) and also a time of universal peace when all nations would come to Jerusalem to "the mountain of the Lord and to the house of the God of Jacob" and "beat their swords into plowshares" (Isaiah 2:2-4). Jesus fulfills this prophecy first by restoring both Jew and Gentile to friendship with God through the victory he won for us on the cross. When he comes again he will fully establish his universal rule of peace and righteousness (moral goodness) and unite all things in himself (Ephesians 1:10). His promise extends to all generations who believe in him that we, too, might feast at the heavenly banquet table with the patriarchs of the Old Covenant (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) who believed but did not yet see the promised Messiah.

Do you believe in God's promises and do you seek his kingdom first in your life? The season of Advent reminds us that the Lord Jesus wants us to actively seek him and the coming of his kingdom in our lives. The Lord will surely reward those who seek his will for their lives. We can approach the Lord Jesus with expectant faith, like the centurion in today's Gospel reading (Matthew 8:5-11), knowing that he will show us his mercy and give us his help.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you feed us daily with your life-giving word and you sustain us on our journey to our true homeland with you and the Father in heaven. May I never lose hope in your promises nor lag in zeal for your kingdom of righteousness and peace.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
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