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 Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, May 24, 2026




Pentecost Sunday

Mass Readings

Scripture Study
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Mon, May 25, 2026



Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church

Mass Readings
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[image: ]

 

Tue, May 26, 2026





Memorial of Saint Philip Neri, Priest
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Sun, May 31, 2026





The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
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Mass Readings from the New American Bible are found at http://www.usccb.org/nab 
 Used in Mobile Gabriel with permission. 
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May 1, 2026

Friday of the Fourth Week of Easter

Reading I

Acts 13:26-33

When Paul came to Antioch in Pisidia, he said in the synagogue:
 “My brothers, children of the family of Abraham,
 and those others among you who are God-fearing,
 to us this word of salvation has been sent.
 The inhabitants of Jerusalem and their leaders failed to recognize him,
 and by condemning him they fulfilled the oracles of the prophets
 that are read sabbath after sabbath.
 For even though they found no grounds for a death sentence,
 they asked Pilate to have him put to death,
 and when they had accomplished all that was written about him,
 they took him down from the tree and placed him in a tomb.
 But God raised him from the dead,
 and for many days he appeared to those
 who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem.
 These are now his witnesses before the people.
 We ourselves are proclaiming this good news to you
 that what God promised our fathers
 he has brought to fulfillment for us, their children, by raising up Jesus,
 as it is written in the second psalm,
 You are my Son; this day I have begotten you.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab

R. (7bc) You are my Son; this day I have begotten you.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

“I myself have set up my king
 on Zion, my holy mountain.”
 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:
 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
 this day I have begotten you.”

R. You are my Son; this day I have begotten you.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

“Ask of me and I will give you
 the nations for an inheritance
 and the ends of the earth for your possession.
 You shall rule them with an iron rod;
 you shall shatter them like an earthen dish.”

R. You are my Son; this day I have begotten you.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

And now, O kings, give heed;
 take warning, you rulers of the earth.
 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice before him;
 with trembling rejoice.

R. You are my Son; this day I have begotten you.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 14:6

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the way and the truth and the life, says the Lord;
 no one comes to the Father except through me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 14:1-6

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “Do not let your hearts be troubled.
 You have faith in God; have faith also in me.
 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.
 If there were not,
 would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you?
 And if I go and prepare a place for you,
 I will come back again and take you to myself,
 so that where I am you also may be.
 Where I am going you know the way.”
 Thomas said to him,
 “Master, we do not know where you are going;
 how can we know the way?”
 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life.
 No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Joseph the Worker

The Gospel for this memorial is proper.

Reading 1

Genesis 1:26b-2:3

God said:
 "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.
 Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
 the birds of the air, and the cattle,
 and over all the wild animals
 and all the creatures that crawl on the ground."

God created man in his image;
 in the divine image he created him;
 male and female he created them.

God blessed them, saying:
 "Be fertile and multiply;
 fill the earth and subdue it.
 Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air,
 and all the living things that move on the earth."
 God also said:
 "See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth
 and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food;
 and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the air,
 and all the living creatures that crawl on the ground,
 I give all the green plants for food."
 And so it happened.
 God looked at everything he had made, and he found it very good.
 Evening came, and morning followed–the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth and all their array were completed.
 Since on the seventh day God was finished with the work he had been doing,
 God rested on the seventh day from all the work he had undertaken.
 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy,
 because on it he rested from all the work he had done in creation.

Or
 Colossians 3:14-15, 17, 23-24

Brothers and sisters:
 Over all these things put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.
 And let the peace of Christ control your hearts,
 the peace into which you were also called in one Body.
 And be thankful.
 And whatever you do, in word or in deed,
 do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
 giving thanks to God the Father through him.
 Whatever you do, do from the heart,
 as for the Lord and not for men,
 knowing that you will receive from the Lord
 the due payment of the inheritance;
 be slaves of the Lord Christ.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 90:2, 3-4, 12-13, 14 and 16

R. (see 17b) Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Before the mountains were begotten
 and the earth and the world were brought forth,
 from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

R. Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

You turn men back to dust,
 saying, "Return, O children of men."
 For a thousand years in your sight
 are as yesterday, now that it is past,
 or as a watch of the night.

R. Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Teach us to number our days aright,
 that we may gain wisdom of heart.
 Return, O LORD! How long?
 Have pity on your servants!

R. Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Fill us at daybreak with your kindness,
 that we may shout for joy and gladness all our days.
 Let your work be seen by your servants
 and your glory by their children.

R. Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Psalm 68:20

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed be the Lord day by day,
 God, our salvation, who bears our burdens.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 13:54-58

Jesus came to his native place and taught the people in their synagogue.
 They were astonished and said,
 "Where did this man get such wisdom and mighty deeds?
 Is he not the carpenter's son?
 Is not his mother named Mary
 and his brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas?
 Are not his sisters all with us?
 Where did this man get all this?"
 And they took offense at him.
 But Jesus said to them,
 "A prophet is not without honor except in his native place
 and in his own house."
 And he did not work many mighty deeds there
 because of their lack of faith.

Reflection
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Friday (May 1):  Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled!Meditation: Do you allow any troubles to rob you of God's peace? As much as we try to avoid it, we all inevitably encounter trouble and difficulties. Jesus knew his disciples would have to face trials and persecution after he left them to return to his Father in heaven. Adversity can make us lose hope and become discouraged, or it can press us closer to God and to his promises for us. "It is the L ORD who goes before you; he will be with you, he will not fail you or forsake you; do not fear or be dismayed" (Deuteronomy 31:8).
A place for you in my Father's house
Just as God, who appeared as a Pillar of Cloud by day and a Pillar of Fire by night, went ahead of Moses and the Israelites to lead them safely through the wilderness to the promised land, Jesus tells his disciples that he is going ahead through his ascension into heaven to prepare a place for them in his Father's house - a place of lasting peace, friendship, and happiness with God. God's house is never closed nor over-crowded - there is plenty of room for everyone who believes in God and in his beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. The greatest fear in this present life - whether it be the separation and loss of a loved one or the threat to one's own life - is put to rest by Jesus' promise that we will live forever with him and the eternal Father. There we will be joined with a great company of saints and angels who will be our friends forever as well.

Do you know the way to the Father's house in heaven? Jesus expected his disciples to know where his life was headed - to dwell in everlasting glory with his Father in heaven. And he expected that his disciples would recognize that this was their ultimate destination as well. Thomas, who was both a doubter and a realist, spoke for all the disciples when he said, "we neither know where you are going nor how we shall get there on our own?" Thomas was a very practical "down to earth" kind of person who wanted to see the map and landmarks showing the exact path that would lead the way to the desired haven. Jesus assured Thomas that he would not only give him everything he needed to complete the journey, he would be Thomas' personal guide as well.

Traveling alone in unfamiliar or uncharted places can be unnerving and bewildering without a companion or guide. And some places are impossible to pass through without the right person who knows the way and who can guarantee a safe passage. Several years ago I was invited by Christian friends to visit their community in Lebanon. They were in the middle of a civil war that would last for 15 years (1975-1990). Months and years of hardship, exposure to danger, and the uncertainty of the war's outcome, as well as being physically cutoff from outside contact with friends, was weighing heavily. I was eager to visit to offer some support. Since I had never traveled there before, nor spoke the local language, I knew that I was helpless without a trustworthy guide. Fortunately a close Christian friend from Lebanon met me half-way on my journey and personally guided me through some unfamiliar territory, including check-points, road-blocks, physical danger, and some social, religious, and political hurdles as well. My guide got me safely to my destination. I literally owed my life to his safe-keeping. The Lord Jesus promised his followers that he would be their personal guide and friend who would lead them to the source of lasting peace, enduring friendship, and abundant life.

I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life
The disciples were surprised that Jesus was going to his Father's house and would return to take them with him. And they were even more surprised when Jesus said he expected them to know the way to the Father's house. Jesus' answer to there question, "show us the way", was both a reminder that his disciples should trust their Master and Teacher to show them the way, and a challenge for them to recognize that Jesus had intimate knowledge of God and where God came from. Jesus made a statement that invoked the very name which God had revealed to Moses, "I am who I am" (Exodus 3:14), and he made three claims which only God could make. He stated unequivocally to his disciples: " I am the Way , the Truth , and the Life " (John 14:6)

Jesus proclaims: I am the Way (John 14:6). He alone knows the way to the Father because he has been with the Father from the beginning - before time and creation ever existed. The Lord Jesus gives us more than a road map and guide book. He personally is the way to the Father's kingdom, and we cannot miss it if we follow him. He accompanies us on our daily journey and watches over us as the good shepherd who leads and sustains us each and every step of the way. Are you in step with the Lord and do you trust in his guiding hand for your life?

Jesus proclaims that he is the Truth (John 14:6). Many can say, "I have taught you the truth." Only Jesus can say, I am the Truth . He possesses in himself the fulness of truth. Jesus claims to be one with the Father and to speak the truth which proceeds from the Father. Jesus promised his disciples that if they continued in his word, they would learn the truth and the truth would set them free" (John 8:31). The truth which Jesus proclaims has power to set us free from ignorance, deception, and sin. The words which Jesus speaks are true because there is no lie or falsehood in him. Moral truth requires more than mere words or ideas because the person who speaks them must be true - true in thought, speech, deed, example, and action. Jesus embodies the truth in his person.

Jesus proclaims that he is the Life (John 14:6). He not only shows us the path of life (Psalm 16:11); he gives the kind of life which only God can give - abundant life that lasts forever. Is there any trouble, fear, or distraction that keeps you from the perfect peace and joy of a life surrendered to Jesus Christ?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you fill us with the joy of your saving presence and you give us the hope of everlasting life with the Father in Heaven. Show me the Father that I may grow in the knowledge of your great love and truth.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 2, 2026

Memorial of Saint Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Reading 1

Acts 13:44-52

On the following sabbath
 almost the whole city
 gathered to hear the word of the Lord.
 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy
 and with violent abuse contradicted what Paul said.
 Both Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said,
 “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first,
 but since you reject it
 and condemn yourselves as unworthy of eternal life,
 we now turn to the Gentiles.
 For so the Lord has commanded us,
 I have made you a light to the Gentiles,
 that you may be an instrument of salvation
 to the ends of the earth.”

The Gentiles were delighted when they heard this
 and glorified the word of the Lord.
 All who were destined for eternal life came to believe,
 and the word of the Lord continued to spread
 through the whole region.
 The Jews, however, incited the women of prominence who were worshipers
 and the leading men of the city,
 stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas,
 and expelled them from their territory.
 So they shook the dust from their feet in protest against them
 and went to Iconium.
 The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4

R. (3cd) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sing to the LORD a new song,
 for he has done wondrous deeds;
 His right hand has won victory for him,
 his holy arm.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD has made his salvation known:
 in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
 He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
 toward the house of Israel.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

All the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation by our God.
 Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
 break into song; sing praise.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 8:31b-32

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If you remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples,
 and you will know the truth, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 14:7-14

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “If you know me, then you will also know my Father.
 From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
 Philip said to Jesus,
 “Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.”
 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you for so long a time
 and you still do not know me, Philip?
 Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
 How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?
 The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own.
 The Father who dwells in me is doing his works.
 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me,
 or else, believe because of the works themselves.
 Amen, amen, I say to you,
 whoever believes in me will do the works that I do,
 and will do greater ones than these,
 because I am going to the Father.
 And whatever you ask in my name, I will do,
 so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
 If you ask anything of me in my name, I will do it.”

Memorial of Saint Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724 or the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730.



Reading 1

1 John 5:1-5

Beloved:
 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God,
 and everyone who loves the Father
 loves also the one begotten by him.
 In this way we know that we love the children of God
 when we love God and obey his commandments.
 For the love of God is this,
 that we keep his commandments.
 And his commandments are not burdensome,
 for whoever is begotten by God conquers the world.
 And the victory that conquers the world is our faith.
 Who indeed is the victor over the world
 but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 37:3-4, 5-6, 30-31

R. (30a) The mouth of the just murmurs wisdom.

Trust in the LORD and do good
 that you may dwell in the land and be fed in security.
 Take delight in the LORD,
 and he will grant you your heart's requests.

R. The mouth of the just murmurs wisdom.

Commit to the LORD your way;
 trust in him, and he will act.
 He will make justice dawn for you like the light;
 bright as the noonday shall be your vindication.

R. The mouth of the just murmurs wisdom.

The mouth of the just man tells of wisdom
 and his tongue utters what is right.
 The law of his God is in his heart,
 and his steps do not falter.

R. The mouth of the just murmurs wisdom.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 10:22-25

Jesus said to the Twelve:
 "You will be hated by all because of my name,
 but whoever endures to the end will be saved.
 When they persecute you in one town, flee to another.
 Amen, I say to you, you will not finish the towns of Israel
 before the Son of Man comes.
 No disciple is above his teacher,
 no slave above his master.
 It is enough for the disciple that he become like the teacher,
 and the slave that he become like the master.
 If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub,
 how much more those of his household!"

Reflection
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Saturday (May 2):  Lord, Show Us the FatherMeditation: What's the greatest thing we can aim for in this life? - Is it not to know God personally as your Father and Redeemer? What is the best thing we can possess in this life, bringing more joy, contentment, life and happiness, than anything else? - Is it not true knowledge and understanding of who God is and what kind of relationship he wants to have with you? Scripture tells us the greatest thing we can know and possess is true knowledge of God: Thus says the Lord: "Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the mighty glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches; but let him who glories glory in this, that he understands and knows me" (Jeremiah 9:23-24).

We can know God the Father personally and be united with him
One of the greatest truths of the Christian faith is that we can know the living God. Our knowledge of God is not simply limited to knowing something about God, but we can know God personally. The essence of Christianity, and what makes it distinct from Judaism and other religions, is the personal knowledge of God as our Father.

Jesus makes it possible for each of us to personally know God as our heavenly Father. To see Jesus is to see what God is like. In Jesus we see the perfect love of God - a God who cares intensely and who yearns over men and women, loving them to the point of laying down his life for them upon the Cross. Jesus is the revelation of God - a God who loves us unconditionally, unselfishly and perfectly - without neglecting or forgetting us even for a brief moment. If we put our trust in Jesus and believe in him, Jesus promises that God the Father will hear our prayers when we pray in his name. That is why Jesus taught his followers to pray with confidence, Our Father who art in heaven ..give us this day our daily bread (Matthew 6:9,11; Luke 11:2-3) . Do you pray to your Father in heaven with joy and confidence in his personal love and care for you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you fill us with the joy of your saving presence and you give us the hope of everlasting life with God our Father in Heaven. Show me the Father that I may know and glorify him always.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 3, 2026

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 6:1-7

As the number of disciples continued to grow,
 the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews
 because their widows
 were being neglected in the daily distribution.
 So the Twelve called together the community of the disciples and said,
 "It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table.
 Brothers, select from among you seven reputable men,
 filled with the Spirit and wisdom,
 whom we shall appoint to this task,
 whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer
 and to the ministry of the word."
 The proposal was acceptable to the whole community,
 so they chose Stephen, a man filled with faith and the Holy Spirit,
 also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas,
 and Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to Judaism.
 They presented these men to the apostles
 who prayed and laid hands on them.
 The word of God continued to spread,
 and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly;
 even a large group of priests were becoming obedient to the faith.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19

R. (22) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Exult, you just, in the LORD;
 praise from the upright is fitting.
 Give thanks to the LORD on the harp;
 with the ten-stringed lyre chant his praises.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Upright is the word of the LORD,
 and all his works are trustworthy.
 He loves justice and right;
 of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him,
 upon those who hope for his kindness,
 To deliver them from death
 and preserve them in spite of famine.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Reading 2

1 Peter 2:4-9

Beloved:
 Come to him, a living stone, rejected by human beings
 but chosen and precious in the sight of God,
 and, like living stones,
 let yourselves be built into a spiritual house
 to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices
 acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
 For it says in Scripture:
 Behold, I am laying a stone in Zion,
 a cornerstone, chosen and precious,
 and whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame.
 Therefore, its value is for you who have faith, but for those without faith:
 The stone that the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone, and
 A stone that will make people stumble,
 and a rock that will make them fall.
 They stumble by disobeying the word, as is their destiny.

You are "a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
 a holy nation, a people of his own,
 so that you may announce the praises" of him
 who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.



Alleluia

John 14:6

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the way, the truth and the life, says the Lord;
 no one comes to the Father, except through me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 14:1-12

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Do not let your hearts be troubled.
 You have faith in God; have faith also in me.
 In my Father's house there are many dwelling places.
 If there were not,
 would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you?
 And if I go and prepare a place for you,
 I will come back again and take you to myself,
 so that where I am you also may be.
 Where I am going you know the way."
 Thomas said to him,
 "Master, we do not know where you are going;
 how can we know the way?"
 Jesus said to him, I am the way and the truth and the life.
 No one comes to the Father except through me.
 If you know me, then you will also know my Father.
 From now on you do know him and have seen him."
 Philip said to him,
 "Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us."
 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you for so long a time
 and you still do not know me, Philip?
 Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
 How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?
 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?
 The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own.
 The Father who dwells in me is doing his works.
 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me,
 or else, believe because of the works themselves.
 Amen, amen, I say to you,
 whoever believes in me will do the works that I do,
 and will do greater ones than these,
 because I am going to the Father."


Reflection
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5th Sunday of Easter  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Acts 6:1-7 

 
 A new section of the Acts of the Apostles begins with our reading for today. We are introduced to two groups in the early community, identified by their background prior to conversion – the Hellenists, and the Hebrews. From this chapter onward, Christians are referred to as disciples; this term is no longer applied only to the apostles and to those who were adherents to Jesus during His life on earth – all the baptized are now disciples. Jesus is the Lord of His Church and the Teacher of all: after His ascension into heaven He teaches, sanctifies and governs Christians through the ministry of the apostles initially, and after the apostles death, through the ministry of their successors, the Pope and the Bishops, who are aided by priests. Hellenists were Jews who had been born and lived for a time outside Palestine. They spoke Greek and had synagogues of their own where the Greek translation of Scripture (the Septuagint) was used. The Hebrews were Jews born in Palestine; they spoke Aramaic and used the Hebrew Bible in their synagogues. This difference of backgrounds naturally carried over into the Christian community during its early years. This chapter relates the establishment by the apostles of the seven: this is the second identifiable group of disciples entrusted with a ministry in the Church, the first being the twelve. It is clear that the seven have been given a public role in the community, a role which extends beyond distribution of relief; Philip and Stephen preach and baptize as well. Saint Luke uses the term diakonia but he doesnt call the seven deacons (diakonoi). Nor do later ancient writers imply that these seven were deacons in the sense of the word today, constituting with priests and bishops the hierarchy of the Church. It is possible that the ministry described in the Acts of the Apostles for these diakonia played a part in the instituting of the diaconate proper. 1:1 [A]s the number of disciples continued to grow, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. This most likely refers to the day-to-day survival effort by the unworldly, enthusiastic Christian community rather than to any assistance program to the Jewish society at large. You can easily imagine why widowed immigrants faced special economic hardships and why they might be overlooked in a food distribution run by the native contingent. 1    2    So the Twelve called together the community of the disciples and said, It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table. Could possibly mean to keep accounts in the dole to the poor. 3    Brothers, select from among you seven reputable men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall appoint to this task, This seems to conform to the Old Testament model (Deuteronomy 1:13; Exodus 18:21) where Moses chose helpers. 4    whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word. In contrast to serving at table. Nevertheless, we later find both Stephen and Philip engaged in this apostolic activity of preaching and baptizing. 5    The proposal was acceptable to the whole community, so they chose Stephen, a man filled with faith and the holy Spirit, also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. The seven names are all Greek. 6    They presented these men to the apostles who prayed and laid hands on them. The Jewish ritual which expresses both transfer of function and bestowal of powers (see Numbers 27:18-23). This is also an ecclesiastical practice of Lukes own time (1 Timothy 4:14; 5:22; 2 Timothy 1:6). This graphically expresses the subordination of this originally independent Hellenistic leadership to Jesus chosen apostles. 7    The word of God continued to spread, and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly; even a large group of priests were becoming obedient to the faith. This minor summary of Lukes marks the further progress of the Word of God. Members of many Jewish priestly families were obedient to the faith. A difference is to be noted between the role of the converted priests in the Christian Church and the clearly defined roles of priests and Levites. 

 

2nd Reading - 1 Peter 2:4-9 

 
 The newly baptized are like babies recently born to a new life of grace. Just as little children clamor for their food, Christians should long for the spiritual nourishment that lies in the Word of God and the sacraments. Baptism makes us members of the Church. Saint Peter uses the idea of constructing a building to explain that Christians together go to make 2    up the one, true people of God. 4    Come to him, Join fully in the community of the New Israel by joining yourself to Christ. a living stone, rejected by human beings but chosen and precious in the sight of God, The words of Psalm 118:22 (revised with inclusive language) are applied to the Risen Christ, who was rejected but whose precious quality in Gods sight is found in the new life He shares with those who come to Him. 5    and, like living stones, In contrast to the inanimate blocks used in pagan temples those who are alive in Christ are living stones. By sharing the life of the Risen Lord, Christians become with Him a household formed by the Holy Spirit. This is how Peter describes the way in which those who have been accepted by God are integrated into the Church. It is by sharing a common origin, and by being in harmony with one another, by thinking and saying the same things, by having the same mind and the same thoughts, that we are built into one house for the Lord. [Theodoret of Cyr (ca. A.D. 430), Catena] let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Christians, viewed corporately as a body of priests, present their lives of faith and love as a sacrifice to God (see Romans 12:1; Ephesians 5:2; Philippians 4:18). The temple which Christ built is the universal (catholic in Greek) Church, which He gathers into the one structure of His faith and love from all the believers throughout the world, as it were from living stones. [Saint Bede the Venerable (ca. A.D. 416), Homilies on the Gospels, 2,24] 6    For it says in scripture: Behold, I am laying a stone in Zion, a cornerstone, chosen and precious, and whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame. An adapted form of the Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament dating from 200 B.C.) Isaiah 28:16. 7    Therefore, its value Value reflects precious in the previous verse. is for you who have faith, but for those without faith: The stone which the builders 3    rejected has become the cornerstone, Quotes Psalm 118:22 8    and A stone that will make people stumble, and a rock that will make them fall. Quotes Isaiah 8:14 They stumble by disobeying the word, as is their destiny. The unbelievers are destined by God to stumble. In the context used here, these are the pagan persecutors. 9    But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own, so that you may announce the praises The first three titles (chosen race, royal priesthood, a holy nation) are titles promised to Israel prior to the sin of the golden calf (Exodus 19:6). The final title (a people of his own) is a combination of Isaiah 43:21 and Malachi 3:17. Christians have become Gods possession by the shedding of the precious blood of Christ. All who have been born again in Christ are made kings by the sign of the cross and consecrated priests by the anointing of the Holy Spirit. [Pope Saint Leo (The Great) I (after A.D. 461), Sermons, 4] of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. This most aptly applied to converts from paganism [see 1 Peter 1:18 (3rd Sunday of Easter, Cycle A)]. 

 

Gospel - John 14:1-12 

 
 Todays reading takes place at the Last Supper – just after Judas has left and Jesus has told the remaining eleven that He must soon depart too. This reading has been called Jesus is the way to the Father. The reading opens and closes with the commands to believe in God and believe in Jesus. It makes the claim that, if one will not believe Jesus words, then his works should provide the grounds for knowing the Jesus and the Father are one. Jesus said to his disciples: 14:1 Do not let your hearts be troubled. Jesus begins His teaching with reassurance in view of the fact that His preceding words about His departure had saddened the disciples. You have faith in God; have faith also in me. 4    Jesus has never hesitated to put Himself on the same level with the Father in the common work of salvation, thus He and the Father are equally the object of faith. To be a Christian, you must have faith in God and faith in Christ, who is God. 2    In my Fathers house there are many dwelling places. This is usually interpreted (even in ancient times) to mean the heavenly kingdom to which Jesus is returning (although there are no grounds for understanding many to mean many kinds or many degrees). However, John probably means another sense as well: In one way, after all, Christ has never left heaven and consequently need not return. The Fathers house is where God is, and whoever is with God is in His house; one of Pauls favorite metaphors for the Church is this House of God. In this sense, the many would refer to the many members of the Church on earth, where Christ will also be (this too is an ancient interpretation). If there were not, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? Though He has told the disciples that He will join them only later, Jesus has just reassured them that there is ample room where He will be. Therefore, they need have no fear that they will not find a place for them in His company. 3    And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back again and take you to myself, so that where I am you also may be. These words could refer to the parousia – the end of time – but could also refer to Christs invisible return through the Spirit. 4    Where (I) am going you know the way. The way here, is of Jesus Himself. The term The Way is also a designation of Christianity in Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22. 5    Thomas said to him, Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way? Although Jesus has repeatedly told the disciples that He is going to the Father, and in what way, through His sacrificial death, which the model that all must take if they would follow Him, Thomas reflects the ignorance of all the disciples. The disciples have shown themselves to be as obtuse as Jesus Jewish opponents – what saves them is their good will. 6    Jesus said to him, I am the way and the truth and the life. Truth in John is the divinely revealed reality of the Father manifested in the person and works of Jesus. The possession of truth confers knowledge and liberation from sin (John 8:32). 5    No one comes to the Father except through me. Jesus is not just a guide to salvation, the map of the heavenly geography, He is the source of life and truth; the only way. Unless you eat My Flesh and drink My Blood ... 7    If you know me, then you will also know my Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him. With the glorification of Christ and the coming of the Spirit, their understanding will be made perfect; even though they dont understand now. 8    Philip said to him, Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us. The incomprehension is such that Philip asks for some kind of extraordinary manifestation. He is asking for a theophany like Exodus 24:9-10; 33:18. 9    Jesus said to him, Have I been with you for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, Show us the Father? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? Jesus repeats almost word-for-word what he has stated on other occasions (John 7:16; 8:28; 10:38). The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. The Father who dwells in me is doing his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else, believe because of the works themselves. 12 Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do greater ones than these, It follows from this that the Christian will also perform the works of God, even as Christ has done on the same principle. These words, as addressed to the first apostles, refer not only to the fact that the works of the Christian believer are performed within the supernatural order, but, first and foremost, to the Church as possessing and continuing Christs divine power for salvation. Performance of greater deeds doesnt refer primarily to miracles, though these will continue, but to the far greater scope, geographically and numerically within which the Church will exercise its salvific power. because I am going to the Father. The condition of this activity is Christs glorification and the giving of the Holy Spirit. 
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Sunday (May 3):  Lord, Show Us the FatherMeditation: Do you allow any troubles to rob you of God's gift of peace? As much as we try to avoid it, we inevitably encounter challenges and trials that can shake our confidence and our trust in God. Jesus knew that his disciples would be put to the test when their Master was taken from them during his suffering and passion - his arrest, trial, and rejection by the leaders of his own people, and crucifixion by the Romans. Jesus encouraged his disciples to put their faith and hope in God the Father and also in himself.

When adversity or trouble comes your way, does it make you lose hope or give into fear and despair, or does it press you closer to the Lord Jesus and to the strength and help he offers you? When the people of Israel became discouraged and grew weary during their 40 years in the wilderness, the Lord assured them that he would personally bring them safely into the promised land. "It is the L ORD who goes before you; he will be with you, he will not fail you or forsake you; do not fear or be dismayed" (Deuteronomy 31:8).
This land of promise was a sign that prefigured and pointed to the true heavenly homeland which God offers to all who accept his gift of salvation through his Son, Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus, through his victory on the cross and his resurrection, has opened the way for each one of us to live in peace and friendship with our heavenly Father.

A place for you in my Father's house
During Jesus' last supper meal with his apostles, he spoke in plain words to them about his approaching departure. He tells them that he is returning to his Father to prepare a place for them in the Father's house. Jesus not only goes to secure for his disciples a place of refuge, peace, and security, he secures for them the best the Father has to offer - intimate communion, friendship, and joy with the Father at his table (Luke 12:37, Matthew 8:11) and place of rest and refreshment.

Jesus promised his disciples - and each one of us - that he would return again to personally bring us to the Father's house. Are you ready to follow the Lord Jesus wherever he wishes to lead you now and in the future? And do you trust him to bring you safely to your home with the Father in his kingdom? Paul the Apostle reminds us that nothing in this world can compare with the glory of feasting with the Father in his house. "I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us" (Romans 8:18). Is your hope securely placed in Jesus and his promise to raise you up in glory with him?

I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life
The disciples were surprised that Jesus was going to his Father's house and would return to take them with him. And they were even more surprised when Jesus said he expected them to know the way to the Father's house. Jesus' answer to there question, "show us the way", was both a reminder that his disciples should trust their Master and Teacher to show them the way, and a challenge for them to recognize that Jesus had intimate knowledge of God and where God came from. Jesus made a statement that invoked the very name which God had revealed to Moses, "I am who I am" (Exodus 3:14), and he made three claims which only God could make. He stated unequivocally to his disciples: " I am the Way , the Truth , and the Life " (John 14:6)

Jesus proclaims: I am the Way (John 14:6). He alone knows the way to the Father because he has been with the Father from the beginning - before time and creation ever existed. The Lord Jesus gives us more than a road map and guide book. He personally is the way to the Father's kingdom, and we cannot miss it if we follow him. He accompanies us on our daily journey and watches over us as the good shepherd who leads and sustains us each and every step of the way. Are you in step with the Lord and do you trust in his guiding hand for your life?

Jesus proclaims that he is the Truth (John 14:6). Many can say, "I have taught you the truth." Only Jesus can say, I am the Truth . He posseses in himself the fulness of truth. Jesus claims to be one with the Father and to speak the truth which proceeds from the Father. Jesus promised his disciples that if they continued in his word, they would learn the truth and the truth would set them free" (John 8:31). The truth which Jesus proclaims has power to set us free from ignorance, deception, and sin. The words which Jesus speaks are true because there is no lie or falsehood in him. Moral truth requires more than mere words or ideas because the person who speaks them must be true - true in thought, speech, deed, example, and action. Jesus embodies the truth in his person.

Jesus proclaims that he is the Life (John 14:6). He not only shows us the path of life (Psalm 16:11); he gives the kind of life which only God can give - abundant life that lasts forever. Is there any trouble, fear, or distracton that keeps you from the perfect peace and joy of a life surrendered to Jesus Christ?

Knowing God personally
One of the greatest truths of the Christian faith is that we can know the living God. Our knowledge of God is not simply limited to knowing something about God, but we can know God personally. The essence of Christianity, and what makes it distinct from Judaism and other religions, is the knowledge of God as our Father . Jesus makes it possible for each of us to personally know God as our Father. To see Jesus, the only begotten Son of the Father, is to see what God is like. In Jesus we see the perfect love of God - a God who cares intensely and who yearns over men and women, loving them to the point of laying down his life for them upon the Cross. Jesus is the revelation of God - a God who loves us completely, unconditionally, and perfectly for our good. Jesus also promises that God the Father will hear our prayers when we pray in his name. That is why Jesus taught his followers to pray with confidence, Our Father who art in heaven... give us this day our daily bread (Matthew 6:9). Do you pray to your Father in heaven with joy and confidence in his love and care for you?

Doing the works that Jesus did
Jesus told his disciples that they would do the same works which he had done - and even greater works! While Jesus was physically present to his disciples in Galilee and Jerusalem, he was subject to the physical limitations of time, space, and circumstances. Now as the Risen Savior who is glorified and seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven, the Lord Jesus makes his presence and power known to every place on earth through the power and presence of the Holy Spirit who lives and works through all the members of the body of Christ on earth.

Theresa of Avila (1515-1582) wrote: "Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours."

Wherever we go the Lord Jesus wants us to bring the good news and blessings of his kingdom to as many people as we can. The Lord Jesus calls us the salt of the earth. He wants us to bring the flavor of his goodness and holiness into every area of society we are engaged in. Christ calls us the light of the world. He wants us to make him known and loved by helping people to see the radiance of his love and truth and the beauty of his kingdom. That is why Jesus continues to commission his followers throughout every age to "make disciples of all nations"(John 17:18, Matthew 28:19).

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you fill us with the joy of your saving presence and you give us the hope of everlasting life with the Father in Heaven. Show me the Father that I may know and glorify him more fully.
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May 4, 2026

Monday of the Fifth Week of Easter

Reading I

Acts 14:5-18

There was an attempt in Iconium
 by both the Gentiles and the Jews,
 together with their leaders,
 to attack and stone Paul and Barnabas.
 They realized it,
 and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe
 and to the surrounding countryside,
 where they continued to proclaim the Good News.

At Lystra there was a crippled man, lame from birth,
 who had never walked.
 He listened to Paul speaking, who looked intently at him,
 saw that he had the faith to be healed,
 and called out in a loud voice, “Stand up straight on your feet.”
 He jumped up and began to walk about.
 When the crowds saw what Paul had done,
 they cried out in Lycaonian,
 “The gods have come down to us in human form.”
 They called Barnabas “Zeus” and Paul “Hermes,”
 because he was the chief speaker.
 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to the city,
 brought oxen and garlands to the gates,
 for he together with the people intended to offer sacrifice.

The Apostles Barnabas and Paul tore their garments
 when they heard this and rushed out into the crowd, shouting,
 “Men, why are you doing this?
 We are of the same nature as you, human beings.
 We proclaim to you good news
 that you should turn from these idols to the living God,
 who made heaven and earth and sea and all that is in them.
 In past generations he allowed all Gentiles to go their own ways;
 yet, in bestowing his goodness,
 he did not leave himself without witness,
 for he gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons,
 and filled you with nourishment and gladness for your hearts.”
 Even with these words, they scarcely restrained the crowds
 from offering sacrifice to them.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16

R. (1ab) Not to us, O Lord, but to your name give the glory.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Not to us, O LORD, not to us
 but to your name give glory
 because of your mercy, because of your truth.
 Why should the pagans say,
 “Where is their God?”

R. Not to us, O Lord, but to your name give the glory.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Our God is in heaven;
 whatever he wills, he does.
 Their idols are silver and gold,
 the handiwork of men.

R. Not to us, O Lord, but to your name give the glory.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

May you be blessed by the LORD,
 who made heaven and earth.
 Heaven is the heaven of the LORD,
 but the earth he has given to the children of men.

R. Not to us, O Lord, but to your name give the glory.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 14:26

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Holy Spirit will teach you everything
 and remind you of all I told you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 14:21-26

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “Whoever has my commandments and observes them
 is the one who loves me.
 Whoever loves me will be loved by my Father,
 and I will love him and reveal myself to him.”
 Judas, not the Iscariot, said to him,
 “Master, then what happened that you will reveal yourself to us
 and not to the world?”
 Jesus answered and said to him,
 “Whoever loves me will keep my word,
 and my Father will love him,
 and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him.
 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words;
 yet the word you hear is not mine
 but that of the Father who sent me.

“I have told you this while I am with you.
 The Advocate, the Holy Spirit
 whom the Father will send in my name --
 he will teach you everything
 and remind you of all that I told you.”

Reflection
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Monday (May 4):  If You Love Me, Keep My WordMeditation: Do you know the love that surpasses all, that is stronger than death itself (Song of Songs 8:6) ? In Jesus' last supper discourse he speaks of the love he has for his disciples and of his Father's love. He prepares his disciples for his imminent departure to return to his Father by exhorting them to prove their love for him through their loyalty and obedience to his word. He promises them the abiding instruction and consolation of the Holy Spirit.

Saint Augustine says the Lord loves each of us as if there were only one of us to love . God's love for each of us is as real and tangible as the love of a mother for her child and the love of a lover who gives all for his beloved. God made us in love for love - to know him personally and to grow in the knowledge of his great love for us and to love him in return.

God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
How can we know and be assured of the love of God? The Holy Spirit helps us to grow in the knowledge of God and his great love. The Spirit enables us to experience the love of God and to be assured of the Lord's abiding presence with us (see Romans 5:5 and 8:35-39) . The Holy Spirit also opens our ears to hear and understand the word of God. Do you listen attentively to God's word and believe it? Ask the Holy Spirit to inflame your heart with the love of God and his word.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, in love you created me and you drew me to yourself. May I never lose sight of you nor forget your steadfast love and faithfulness. And may I daily dwell upon your word and give you praise in the sanctuary of my heart, You who are my All.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 5, 2026

Tuesday of Fifth Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 14:19-28

In those days, some Jews from Antioch and Iconium
 arrived and won over the crowds.
 They stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city,
 supposing that he was dead.
 But when the disciples gathered around him,
 he got up and entered the city.
 On the following day he left with Barnabas for Derbe.

After they had proclaimed the good news to that city
 and made a considerable number of disciples,
 they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch.
 They strengthened the spirits of the disciples
 and exhorted them to persevere in the faith, saying,
 "It is necessary for us to undergo many hardships
 to enter the Kingdom of God."
 They appointed presbyters for them in each Church and,
 with prayer and fasting, commended them to the Lord
 in whom they had put their faith.
 Then they traveled through Pisidia and reached Pamphylia.
 After proclaiming the word at Perga they went down to Attalia.
 From there they sailed to Antioch,
 where they had been commended to the grace of God
 for the work they had now accomplished.
 And when they arrived, they called the Church together
 and reported what God had done with them
 and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.
 Then they spent no little time with the disciples.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21

R.(see 12) Your friends make known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD,
 and let your faithful ones bless you.
 Let them discourse of the glory of your kingdom
 and speak of your might.

R. Your friends make known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Making known to men your might
 and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
 Your kingdom is a kingdom for all ages,
 and your dominion endures through all generations.

R. Your friends make known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

May my mouth speak the praise of the LORD,
 and may all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.

R. Your friends make known, O Lord, the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

See Luke 24:46, 26

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Christ had to suffer and to rise from the dead,
 and so enter into his glory.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 14:27-31a

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
 Not as the world gives do I give it to you.
 Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.
 You heard me tell you,
 'I am going away and I will come back to you.'
 If you loved me,
 you would rejoice that I am going to the Father;
 for the Father is greater than I.
 And now I have told you this before it happens,
 so that when it happens you may believe.
 I will no longer speak much with you,
 for the ruler of the world is coming.
 He has no power over me,
 but the world must know that I love the Father
 and that I do just as the Father has commanded me."

Reflection
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Tuesday (May 5):  My Peace I Give to YouMeditation: Do you know the peace which surpasses all understanding ( Philippians 4:7 ) ? In his farewell discourse Jesus grants peace as his gift to his disciples. What kind of peace does he offer? The peace of Christ is more than the absence of trouble. It includes everything which makes for our highest good. The world's approach to peace is avoidance of trouble and a refusal to face unpleasant things. Jesus offers the peace which conquers our fears and anxieties. Nothing can take us from the peace and joy of Jesus Christ. No sorrow or grief, no danger, no suffering can make it less.

The true nature of peace
How can we attain the peace which the Lord Jesus offers his followers? Through the gift and work of the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, the Lord Jesus shows us how to yield our passions of anger, fear, and pride to him so we can receive his gift of peace. The Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness and strengthens us with his gifts and supernatural virtues which enable us to live as wise and holy disciples of Christ.

Caesarius of Arles (470-542 AD), an early church bishop in Gaul who was noted for his godly wisdom and preaching of Scripture, linked peace with the character of Christ and the Christlike virtues which help us to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. Caesarius describes some of the key character traits (virtues) which form us into true people of peace: "Peace, indeed, is serenity of mind, tranquility of soul, simplicity of heart, the bond of love, the fellowship of charity. It removes hatred, settles wars, restrains wrath, tramples on pride, loves the humble, pacifies the discordant and makes enemies agree. For it is pleasing to everyone. It does not seek what belongs to another or consider anything as its own. It teaches people to love because it does not know how to get angry, or to extol itself or become inflated with pride. It is meek and humble to everyone, possessing rest and tranquility within itself. When the peace of Christ is exercised by a Christian, it is brought to perfection by Christ. If anyone loves it, he will be an heir of God, while anyone who despises it rebels against Christ.

"When our Lord Jesus Christ was returning to the Father, he left his peace to his followers as their inherited good, teaching them and saying, 'My peace I give to you, my peace I leave with you.' Anyone who has received this peace should keep it, and one who has destroyed it should look for it, while anyone who has lost it should seek it. For if anyone is not found with it, he will be disinherited by the Father and deprived of his inheritance." ( Sermon 174.1 )
Destiny with the Father
Jesus speaks to his disciples about his destination - and their destiny as well. He tells them in plain words that he must return to his Father in heaven (John 14:28). If his disciples truly love him for who he is - the only begotten Son of the Father, then they will rejoice that Jesus will ascend to the throne of God and be reunited with his Father in heaven.

Jesus also speaks of his struggle - his passion, suffering and death which he undertook on the cross to redeem us from slavery to sin and death. Jesus called Satan the "ruler of this world" (John 14:30) who seeks to rob people of peace and friendship with God. Jesus defeated the evil one through his death and resurrection and won pardon and peace for all who believe in him.The victory of the cross brought glory to Jesus and to the Father and it is our way to glory with the Father in heaven as well. In the Cross of Christ we find true peace and reconciliation with God our Father. Do you live in the peace of Jesus Christ?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your peace be always with me. May no troubling thought, trial or affliction rob me of the peace which passes all understanding. You, alone, O Lord, are my Peace. May I always reside in that peace by believing in your word and by doing your will.
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May 6, 2026

Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 15:1-6

Some who had come down from Judea were instructing the brothers,
 “Unless you are circumcised according to the Mosaic practice,
 you cannot be saved.”
 Because there arose no little dissension and debate
 by Paul and Barnabas with them,
 it was decided that Paul, Barnabas, and some of the others
 should go up to Jerusalem to the Apostles and presbyters
 about this question. 
 They were sent on their journey by the Church,
 and passed through Phoenicia and Samaria
 telling of the conversion of the Gentiles,
 and brought great joy to all the brethren.
 When they arrived in Jerusalem,
 they were welcomed by the Church,
 as well as by the Apostles and the presbyters,
 and they reported what God had done with them.
 But some from the party of the Pharisees who had become believers
 stood up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them
 and direct them to observe the Mosaic law.”

The Apostles and the presbyters met together to see about this matter.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5

R. (see 1) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

I rejoiced because they said to me,
 “We will go up to the house of the LORD.”
 And now we have set foot
 within your gates, O Jerusalem.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Jerusalem, built as a city
 with compact unity.
 To it the tribes go up,
 the tribes of the LORD.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

According to the decree for Israel,
 to give thanks to the name of the LORD.
 In it are set up judgment seats,
 seats for the house of David.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

John 15:4a, 5b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in me, as I remain in you, says the Lord;
 whoever remains in me will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 15:1-8

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.
 He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit,
 and everyone that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit.
 You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.
 Remain in me, as I remain in you.
 Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own
 unless it remains on the vine,
 so neither can you unless you remain in me.
 I am the vine, you are the branches.
 Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit,
 because without me you can do nothing.
 Anyone who does not remain in me
 will be thrown out like a branch and wither;
 people will gather them and throw them into a fire
 and they will be burned.
 If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
 ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you.
 By this is my Father glorified,
 that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

Reflection
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Wednesday (May 6):  Abide in Me, and I in YouMeditation: Why does Jesus speak of himself as the true vine ? The image of the vine was a rich one for the Jews since the land of Israel was covered with numerous vineyards. It had religious connotations to it as well. Isaiah spoke of the house of Israel as "the vineyard of the Lord" (Isaiah 5:7). Jeremiah said that God had planted Israel "as his choice vine" (Jeremiah 2:21). While the vine became a symbol of Israel as a nation, it also was used in the Scriptures as a sign of degeneration - a deformed state of spiritual growth and moral decline. Isaiah's prophecy spoke of Israel as a vineyard which "yielded wild grapes" (see Isaiah 5:1-7). Jeremiah said that Israel had become a "degenerate and wild vine" (Jeremiah 2:21).

One must be firmly rooted in the "Tree of Life"
When Jesus calls himself the true vine he makes clear that no one can grow in spiritual fruitfulness and moral goodness unless they are rooted in God and in his life-giving word. Religious affiliation or association with spiritually minded people is not sufficient by itself - one must be firmly rooted in the "Tree of Life" (Revelation 22:1-2, Genesis 2:8-9) who is the eternal Father and his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus makes a claim which only God can make - he is the true source of life that sustains us and makes us fruitful in living the abundant life which God has for us. It is only through Jesus Christ that one can be fully grafted into the true "vineyard of the Lord".

Bearing the fruit of righteousness, peace, and joy
Jesus offers true life - the abundant life which comes from God and which results in great fruitfulness. How does the vine become fruitful? The vine dresser must carefully prune the vine before it can bear good fruit. Vines characteristically have two kinds of branches - those which bear fruit and those which don't. The non-bearing branches must be carefully pruned back in order for the vine to conserve its strength for bearing good fruit. Jesus used this image to describe the kind of life he produces in those who are united with him - the fruit of "righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit" (Romans 14:17). Jesus says there can be no fruit in our lives apart from him. The fruit he speaks of here is the fruit of the Holy Spirit (see Galatians 5:22-23).

There is a simple truth here: We are either fruit-bearing or non-fruit-bearing. There is no in-between. But the bearing of healthy fruit requires drastic pruning. The Lord promises that we will bear much fruit if we abide in him and allow him to purify us. Do you trust in the Lord's healing and transforming power to give you the abundant life and fruit of his heavenly kingdom?


Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I be one with you in all that I say and do. Draw me close that I may glorify you and bear fruit for your kingdom. Inflame my heart with your love and remove from it anything that would make me ineffective or unfruitful in loving and serving you as my All.
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May 7, 2026

Thursday of the Fifth Week of Easter

Reading I

Acts 15:7-21

After much debate had taken place,
 Peter got up and said to the Apostles and the presbyters,
 “My brothers, you are well aware that from early days
 God made his choice among you that through my mouth
 the Gentiles would hear the word of the Gospel and believe.
 And God, who knows the heart,
 bore witness by granting them the Holy Spirit
 just as he did us.
 He made no distinction between us and them,
 for by faith he purified their hearts.
 Why, then, are you now putting God to the test
 by placing on the shoulders of the disciples
 a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear?
 On the contrary, we believe that we are saved
 through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they.”
 The whole assembly fell silent,
 and they listened
 while Paul and Barnabas described the signs and wonders
 God had worked among the Gentiles through them.

After they had fallen silent, James responded,
 “My brothers, listen to me.
 Symeon has described how God first concerned himself
 with acquiring from among the Gentiles a people for his name.
 The words of the prophets agree with this, as is written:

 After this I shall return
 and rebuild the fallen hut of David;
 from its ruins I shall rebuild it
 and raise it up again,
 so that the rest of humanity may seek out the Lord,
 even all the Gentiles on whom my name is invoked.
 Thus says the Lord who accomplishes these things,
 known from of old.

It is my judgment, therefore,
 that we ought to stop troubling the Gentiles who turn to God,
 but tell them by letter to avoid pollution from idols,
 unlawful marriage, the meat of strangled animals, and blood.
 For Moses, for generations now,
 has had those who proclaim him in every town,
 as he has been read in the synagogues every sabbath.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

R. Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 10:27

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;
 I know them, and they follow me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:9-11

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “As the Father loves me, so I also love you.
 Remain in my love.
 If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love,
 just as I have kept my Father’s commandments
 and remain in his love.

“I have told you this so that
 my joy might be in you and
 your joy might be complete.”

Reflection
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Thursday (May 7):  Abide in My LoveMeditation: Do you know the love that no earthly power nor death itself can destroy? The love of God the Father and his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ is a creative, life-giving love that produces immeasurable joy and lasting friendship for all who accept it. God loves the world so much because he created it to reflect his glory. And he created each one of us in his own image and likeness (Genesis 1:26-27). He wants us to be united with himself in an inseparable bond of unity, peace, and joy that endures for all eternity. That is why the Father sent his Son, the Lord Jesus, into the world, not to condemn it, but to redeem it from the curse of sin and death (John 3:16-17). Paul the Apostle tells us that we can abound in joy and hope because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the gift of the Holy Spirit who has been given to us (Romans 5:5).

Through Jesus' sacrifice on the cross, God offers pardon for all of our sins and failings, and he calls us to lay aside everything that might hold us back from loving him above all else. We owe him a debt of gratitude and love in return. We can never outmatch God because he has loved us first and has given himself to us without measure. Our love for him is a response to his exceeding mercy and kindness towards us. In God's love alone can we find the fulness of abundant life, peace, and joy.

A new commandment of love
The Lord Jesus gives his disciples a new commandment - a new way of love that goes beyond giving only what is required or what we think others might deserve. What is the essence of Jesus' new commandment of love? It is love to the death - a purifying love that overcomes selfishness, fear, and pride. It is a total giving of oneself for the sake of others - a selfless and self-giving love that is oriented towards putting the welfare of others ahead of myself.

There is no greater proof in love than the sacrifice of one's life for the sake of another. Jesus proved his love by giving his life for us on the cross of Calvary. Through the shedding of his blood for our sake, our sins are not only washed clean, but new life is poured out for us through the gift of the Holy Spirit. We prove our love for God and for one another when we embrace the way of the cross. What is the cross in my life? When my will crosses with God's will, then God's will must be done. Do you know the peace and joy of a life fully surrendered to God and consumed with his love?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I always grow in the joy and hope which your promises give me. Inflame my heart with love for you and your ways and with charity and compassion for my neighbor. May there be nothing in my life which keeps me from your love.
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May 8, 2026

Friday of the Fifth Week of Easter

Reading I

Acts 15:22-31

The Apostles and presbyters, in agreement with the whole Church,
 decided to choose representatives
 and to send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.
 The ones chosen were Judas, who was called Barsabbas,
 and Silas, leaders among the brothers.
 This is the letter delivered by them:
 “The Apostles and the presbyters, your brothers,
 to the brothers in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia
 of Gentile origin: greetings.
 Since we have heard that some of our number
 who went out without any mandate from us
 have upset you with their teachings
 and disturbed your peace of mind,
 we have with one accord decided to choose representatives
 and to send them to you along with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,
 who have dedicated their lives to the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 So we are sending Judas and Silas
 who will also convey this same message by word of mouth:
 ‘It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us
 not to place on you any burden beyond these necessities,
 namely, to abstain from meat sacrificed to idols,
 from blood, from meats of strangled animals,
 and from unlawful marriage.
 If you keep free of these,
 you will be doing what is right. Farewell.’“

And so they were sent on their journey.
 Upon their arrival in Antioch
 they called the assembly together and delivered the letter.
 When the people read it, they were delighted with the exhortation.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 57:8-9, 10 and 12

R. (10a) I will give you thanks among the peoples, O Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

My heart is steadfast, O God; my heart is steadfast;
 I will sing and chant praise.
 Awake, O my soul; awake, lyre and harp!
 I will wake the dawn.

R. I will give you thanks among the peoples, O Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

I will give thanks to you among the peoples, O LORD,
 I will chant your praise among the nations.
 For your mercy towers to the heavens,
 and your faithfulness to the skies.
 Be exalted above the heavens, O God;
 above all the earth be your glory!

R. I will give you thanks among the peoples, O Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 15:15b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I call you my friends, says the Lord,
 for I have made known to you all that the Father has told me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:12-17

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.
 No one has greater love than this,
 to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
 You are my friends if you do what I command you.
 I no longer call you slaves,
 because a slave does not know what his master is doing.
 I have called you friends,
 because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father.
 It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you
 and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain,
 so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you.
 This I command you: love one another.”

Reflection
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Friday (May 8):  I Have Called You FriendsMeditation: What is the greatest act of love which one can give for the sake of another? Jesus defines friendship - the mutual bond of trust and affection which people choose to have for one another - as the willingness to give totally of oneself - even to the point of laying down one's life for a friend. How is such love possible or even desirable? God made us in love for love. That is our reason for being, our purpose for living, and our goal in dying.

Scripture tells us that God is love (1 John 4:8) - and everything he does flows from his immense love for us. He loved us so much - far beyond what we could ever expect or deserve - that he was willing to pay any price to redeem us from our slavery to sin and death. That is why the Father sent us his beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave up his life as the atoning sacrifice for our sins. In this great exchange - the Father giving up his Son to death on the cross in order to give us abundant everlasting life and adopt us as his beloved sons and daughters in Christ (Romans 8:14-17).

God has poured his love into our hearts
It is for this reason that we can take hold of a hope that does not fade and a joy that does not diminish because God has poured his love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us (Romans 5:5). God's love is not limited or subject to changing circumstances. It is an enduring love that has power to change and transform us to be like him - merciful, gracious, kind, forgiving, and steadfast in showing love not only for our friends, but for our enemies as well. God's love is boundless because he is the source of abundant life, perfect peace, and immeasurable joy for all who open their hearts to him. That is why Jesus came to give us abundant life through the gift and working of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus gave his disciples a new commandment - a new way of loving and serving one another. Jesus' love was wholly directed toward the good of others. He loved them for their sake and for their welfare. That is why he willingly laid down his own life for us to free us from sin, death, fear, and everything that could separate us from the love of God. Our love for God and our willingness to lay down our life for others is a response to the exceeding love God has given us in Christ. Paul the Apostle states, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?... For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 8:35,38-39).
Friendship with God
Jesus calls his disciples his personal friends. Jesus not only showed his disciples that he personally cared for them and sought their welfare. He personally enjoyed their company and wanted to be with them in a close and intimate relationship. He ate with them, shared everything he had with them - even his innermost heart and thoughts. And he spent himself in doing as much good for them as he could. To know Jesus personally is to know God and the love and friendship he offers to each one of us.

One of the special marks of favor shown in the Scriptures is to be called the friend of God . Abraham is called the friend of God (Isaiah 41:8, James 2:23). God spoke with Moses as a man speaks with his friend (Exodus 33:11). Jesus, the Lord and Master, calls the disciples his friends rather than his servants.

What does it mean to be a friend of God? Friendship with God who is our everlasting Father and with his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ entails a personal, close, and loving relationship and a union of heart, mind, and spirit with the One who created us in love for love. Such a relationship with our Father, Creator, and Redeemer involves loyalty, respect, and obedience. But it is even more than these because God has chosen to love us in the same way in which the Father and the Son love and serve each other - a total giving of oneself to the other in a bond of affection, esteem, and joy in each others company.

Jesus' discourse on friendship and brotherly love echoes the words of Proverbs: A friend loves at all times; and a brother is born for adversity (Proverbs 17:17). The distinctive feature of Jesus' relationship with his disciples was his personal, loyal, and sacrificial love for each one of them. He loved his own to the end (John 13:1). His love was unconditional and wholly directed to the good of others. His love was costly and sacrificial. He gave the best he had and all that he had. He gave his very own life for those he loved in order to secure for them an everlasting life of union and love with the Father in heaven.

Love to the death
The Lord Jesus gives his followers a new commandment - a new way of love that goes beyond giving only what is required or what we think others might deserve. What is the essence of Jesus' new commandment of love? It is a love to the death - a purifying love that overcomes selfishness, fear, and pride. It is a total giving of oneself for the sake of others - a selfless and self-giving love that is oriented towards putting the welfare of others ahead of myself.

Jesus says that there is no greater proof in love than the sacrifice of one's life for the sake of another. Jesus proved his love by giving his life for us on the cross of Calvary. Through the shedding of his blood for our sake, our sins are not only washed clean, but new life is poured out for us through the gift of the Holy Spirit. We prove our love for God and for one another when we embrace the way of the cross. What is the cross in my life? When my will crosses with God's will, then God's will must be done. Do you know the peace and joy of a life fully surrendered to God and consumed with his love?

Love that produces abundant fruit and joy
The Lord Jesus tells us that he is our personal friend and he loves us wholeheartedly and unconditionally. He wants us to love one another just as he has loved us, wholeheartedly, without reserve, and full of mercy, kindness, and forgiveness. His love fills our hearts and transforms our minds and frees us to give ourselves in loving service to others. If we open our hearts to his love and obey his command to love our neighbor, then we will know his love more fully and we will bear much fruit - especially the fruit of peace, joy, patience, kindness, and goodness - the kind of fruit that lasts for eternity. Do you wish to be fruitful and to abound in the love of God? Trust and obey him and he will fill you with his overflowing love.


Prayer: Teach us, good Lord, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for any reward, save that of knowing that we do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Prayer of Ignatius Loyola)
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May 9, 2026

Saturday of the Fifth Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 16:1-10

Paul reached also Derbe and Lystra
 where there was a disciple named Timothy,
 the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer,
 but his father was a Greek.
 The brothers in Lystra and Iconium spoke highly of him,
 and Paul wanted him to come along with him.
 On account of the Jews of that region, Paul had him circumcised,
 for they all knew that his father was a Greek.
 As they traveled from city to city,
 they handed on to the people for observance the decisions
 reached by the Apostles and presbyters in Jerusalem.
 Day after day the churches grew stronger in faith
 and increased in number.

They traveled through the Phrygian and Galatian territory
 because they had been prevented by the Holy Spirit
 from preaching the message in the province of Asia.
 When they came to Mysia, they tried to go on into Bithynia,
 but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them,
 so they crossed through Mysia and came down to Troas.
 During the night Paul had a vision.
 A Macedonian stood before him and implored him with these words,
 "Come over to Macedonia and help us."
 When he had seen the vision,
 we sought passage to Macedonia at once, 
 concluding that God had called us to proclaim the Good News to them.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 100:1b-2, 3, 5

R. (2a) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
 serve the LORD with gladness;
 come before him with joyful song.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Know that the LORD is God;
 he made us, his we are;
 his people, the flock he tends.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD is good:
 his kindness endures forever,
 and his faithfulness, to all generations.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

Colossians 3:1

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If then you were raised with Christ,
 seek what is above,
 where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 15:18-21

Jesus said to his disciples: 
 "If the world hates you, realize that it hated me first.
 If you belonged to the world, the world would love its own;
 but because you do not belong to the world,
 and I have chosen you out of the world,
 the world hates you.
 Remember the word I spoke to you,
 'No slave is greater than his master.'
 If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.
 If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.
 And they will do all these things to you on account of my name,
 because they do not know the one who sent me."

Reflection 
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Saturday (May 9):  You Are Not of the WorldMeditation: What does Jesus mean when he says "you are not of this world"? The world in Scripture refers to that society of people who are hostile towards God and opposed to his will. The world rejected the Lord Jesus and treated him with contempt, and his disciples can expect the same treatment. The Lord Jesus leaves no middle ground for his followers. We are either for him or against him, for his kingdom of light and truth or for the kingdom of darkness and deception. The prophet Isaiah warned that people who separate themselves from God because of their rebellious pride and spiritual blindness would end up calling evil good and good evil (Isaiah 5:20).

"Those who kept my word" (John 15:20)
If we want to live in the light of God's truth, how can we rightly distinguish good from evil and truth from deception? True love of God and his ways draw us to all that is lovely, truthful and good. If we truly love God then we will submit to his truth and obey his word. A friend of God cannot expect to be a friend of the world because the world is opposed to God's truth and way of righteousness.

"I chose you out of the world" (John 15:18)
Jesus' demand is unequivocal and without compromise. Do not love the world or the things in the world. If any one loves the world, love for the Father is not in him (1 John 2:15). We must make a choice either for or against God. Do you seek to please God in all your intentions, actions, and relationships? Let the Holy Spirit fill your heart and mind with the love and truth of God (Romans 5:5).

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may the fire of your love fill my heart with an eagerness to please you in all things. May there be no rivals to my love and devotion to you who are my all.
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May 10, 2026

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17

Philip went down to the city of Samaria
 and proclaimed the Christ to them.
 With one accord, the crowds paid attention to what was said by Philip
 when they heard it and saw the signs he was doing.
 For unclean spirits, crying out in a loud voice,
 came out of many possessed people,
 and many paralyzed or crippled people were cured.
 There was great joy in that city.

Now when the apostles in Jerusalem
 heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God,
 they sent them Peter and John,
 who went down and prayed for them,
 that they might receive the Holy Spirit,
 for it had not yet fallen upon any of them;
 they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
 Then they laid hands on them
 and they received the Holy Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20

R. (1) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Shout joyfully to God, all the earth,
 sing praise to the glory of his name;
 proclaim his glorious praise.
 Say to God, “How tremendous are your deeds!”

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

“Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you,
 sing praise to your name!”
 Come and see the works of God,
 his tremendous deeds among the children of Adam.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He has changed the sea into dry land;
 through the river they passed on foot;
 therefore let us rejoice in him.
 He rules by his might forever.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare
 what he has done for me.
 Blessed be God who refused me not
 my prayer or his kindness!

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Reading 2

1 Peter 3:15-18

Beloved:
 Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts.
 Always be ready to give an explanation
 to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope,
 but do it with gentleness and reverence,
 keeping your conscience clear,
 so that, when you are maligned,
 those who defame your good conduct in Christ
 may themselves be put to shame.
 For it is better to suffer for doing good,
 if that be the will of God, than for doing evil.

For Christ also suffered for sins once,
 the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous,
 that he might lead you to God.
 Put to death in the flesh,
 he was brought to life in the Spirit.

Alleluia

John 14:23

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the Lord,
 and my Father will love him and we will come to him.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 14:15-21

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
 And I will ask the Father,
 and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always,
 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept,
 because it neither sees nor knows him.
 But you know him, because he remains with you,
 and will be in you.
 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.
 In a little while the world will no longer see me,
 but you will see me, because I live and you will live.
 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father
 and you are in me and I in you.
 Whoever has my commandments and observes them
 is the one who loves me.
 And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father,
 and I will love him and reveal myself to him.”

Reflection
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6th Sunday of Easter  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 

 
 Last week we heard of the ordination of seven men as assistants: those who are to serve. In the intervening chapter (chapter 7) which comes between last weeks reading and this one, one of these assistants, Stephen by name, is martyred. The charges against him resemble those leveled against Jesus: (1) he has uttered blasphemies against Moses and God; (2) he has spoken against the Jerusalem temple and the Law; (3) he has maintained that Jesus of Nazareth will destroy the temple and change Mosaic customs. In his speech to the Sanhedrin, the longest speech in the book of Acts, Stephen doesnt directly answer the charges against him but instead delivers a sermon in which the history of Israel from Abraham to Solomon is recast in terms of opposition to Jesus – the history of the Jewish people has always been one of opposition to Gods appointed guides and of idolatry. The result is that Stephen is dragged outside the city and stoned; with those who are doing the stoning having their garments watched by a young Pharisee named Saul. Thus began the persecution of the Church in Jerusalem; this leads to the spread of the Word from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria under the influence of the Hellenists. Although the twelve are still the nerve center of Christianity in Jerusalem, others are now also spreading the Word. Today we hear the story of Philip, another of the seven assistants. 5    Thus Philip went down to (the) city of Samaria A more commonly accepted translation is a town of Samaria. Since this episode concerns the evangelization of the Samaritans, the specific city is unimportant. and proclaimed the Messiah to them. The Samaritans were regarded as holding unorthodox views by the Jews. Nevertheless, they did share with them a belief in the coming of a Messianic figure, the Returning One. 6    With one accord, the crowds paid attention to what was said by Philip when they heard it and saw the signs he was doing. Even one of the assistants performs the miracles that Jesus promised his disciples would work (see Mark 16:17). 7    For unclean spirits, crying out in a loud voice, came out of many possessed people, 1    and many paralyzed and crippled people were cured. 8 There was great joy in that city. 14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, Two of the twelve are sent from the mother Church in Jerusalem to incorporate the Samaritan community into the greater body of the Church. 15    who went down and prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for it had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. This is not to infer that their baptism was not a sacramental one, but points out the difference between baptism and confirmation. Note that the two apostles do not re-baptize but confirm. The distinction implied here between baptism and receipt of the Holy Spirit has always posed a problem for interpreters. It is no doubt a device used by Saint Luke to insist that the gift of the Spirit comes through the Church, represented by the college of the twelve in Jerusalem. Recall that Samaritans and Jews had nothing to do with each other; yet here are the apostles ministering to the Samaritans. 17    Then they laid hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. This passage bears witness to the existence of baptism and the gift of the Holy Spirit (confirmation) as two distinct sacramental rites. The most important effects Christian baptism have are the infusion of initial grace and the remission of original sin and any personal sin; it is the first sacrament one receives, which is why it is called the door of the Church. There is a close connection between baptism and confirmation, so much so that in the early centuries of Christianity, confirmation was administered immediately after baptism. 

 

2nd Reading - 1 Peter 3:15-18 

 
 Having heard in the introduction to our first reading about the start of the persecutions of the Christian Church, we now hear Saint Peter tell us the Christian approach to persecution. 15    [S]anctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. The Lord of Isaiah 8:13 is God; here the title is applied to Christ. Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope, Not just a conviction about future expectations, but the very essence of the motivation of the new people of God, the Christians. We have an imperishable and undefiled inheritance as we heard in 1 Peter 1:4 (2nd Sunday of Easter, Cycle A). 2    We must be so well instructed in the knowledge of our faith that whenever anyone asks us about it we may be able to give them a proper answer and to do so with meekness and in the fear of God. For whoever says anything about God must do so as if God Himself were present to hear him. [Didymus the Blind (ca. 381), Catena] 16    but do it with gentleness and reverence, keeping your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who defame your good conduct in Christ may themselves be put to shame. Act in such a way that those who revile you because they cannot see your faith and your hope for a heavenly reward may see your good works and be put to shame by them, because they cannot deny that what you are doing is good. For it is quite certain, my brothers, that those who despise your good behavior will be put to shame when the last judgment comes and they see you crowned along with Christ, while they are condemned along with the devil. [Saint Bede the Venerable (ca. A.D. 416), On 1 Peter] 17    For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be the will of God, than for doing evil. Two weeks ago (4th Sunday of Easter, Cycle A), we heard this applied to slaves; now it is made more general. 18    For Christ also suffered for sins once, Peter proposes Christs example as a motive of patience in the persecution – but he also emphasizes the unique character of His death, in view of mans redemption. the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous, The righteous is the early Churchs descriptive term for Jesus. that he might lead you to God. Christs death was not only a model, but gave men new access to God. By taking upon Himself the covenant curse brought upon mankind by the sin of Adam, Christ broke down the barrier between God and man. Put to death in the flesh, In His physical, earthly condition in which He resembles all other men. he was brought to life in the Spirit. At the resurrection, Christ became pneuma (spirit). Raised by the Fathers glory, Christ was endowed with a power making Him a living Spirit. 3 

 

Gospel - John 14:15-21 

 
 Our reading for today is a continuation of our gospel reading for last week. We are at the Last Supper, just after Judas has left and Jesus has told the remaining eleven that He must soon depart too. Jesus said to his disciples: 15 If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always, Here, and in verse 26, the Spirit is said to be sent by the Father in the Name of Christ. In John 15:26 Christ sends Him from the Father – Christian tradition has spoken of the procession of the Holy Spirit both as from the Father through the Son and as from the Father and the Son. The Spirit is another Advocate because the Son Himself has been the first. Some translations use the term Paraclete instead of Advocate; Paraclete is a legal term that had been taken into Jewish use, signifying an advocate/ helper/ mediator. 17    the Spirit of truth, This term partially defines the role of Advocate, to guide the Church in truth. Truth is His characteristic as it has been that of the first Advocate. which the world cannot accept, Neither could the world accept the Son, refusing to see in Him the revelation of the Father. because it neither sees nor knows it. The presence of the Spirit will be visible, as was the true nature of Christ, only to the eye of faith. But you know it, because it remains with you, and will be in you. The Holy Spirit will be both in the Church and in the early Christian. 18    I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. The coming of the Spirit will also entail the coming of the Son (and the Father as we find in verse 20) because of the shared life of the persons in the Trinity. 19    In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me, Again, through the vision of faith; for Jesus will depart shortly from the sight of the world. 4    because I live and you will live. In His glorified state, the life of Christ is the principle by which Christians also live the life of God; with the indwelling of the Holy Trinity. 20    On that day you will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me and I in you. Jesus will not be absent from them because He and His disciples share life – the life of the Father. Living this life, the Christian will experience (know), in varying degrees depending on his sensitivity to the divine presence, the affirmation of his faith – the Father, Son, and the Church share the one life. 21    Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. It is not sufficient merely to acknowledge the law of Christ, one must also observe it in their life. Obedience is the proof of love, which in turn makes possible the communion between God and man. The condition of the shared life which is promised is love and obedience. And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to him. He will also not be absent because they share a common love – again in the Father. 
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Sunday (May 10):  The Counselor Will Be with You for EverMeditation: What makes us both fully human and truly like God? Is it not unconditional love which is unselfish, undying, and wholly directed to the good of others? The love of God unites us in an unbreakable bond of fidelity, friendship, and community with others. Jesus loved his own until the very end of his passion and death on the cross (John 13:1).

The nature of love
From the very beginning of creation God said: it is not good that man should be alone (Genesis 2:18). We were created in love for love - to be a community of loving persons, just as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are inseparably united in a community of unbreakable love.

John Henry Newman (1801-1890) said: We love because it is our nature to love, and it is our nature because God the Holy Spirit has made it our nature. Jesus speaks to his disciples of the inseparable bound of love between himself and the Father, and of their love for humankind. In Jesus we see the fulness of God's love and how God's love is directed to our well-being. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might have life through him (1 John 4:9).

Knowing God's love
How do we know that God truly loves each one of us? In the cross we see the proof of God's love for each of us and the incredible price God was willing to pay to redeem us from slavery to sin, death, and Satan. Jesus gave up his life that we might have life - abundant, everlasting life with God - a life of love and unity with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit forever.

Through the cross Jesus opened a new way of relationship for us as the adopted sons and daughters of God - his beloved children (Romans 8:14-17). Jesus calls his disciples to walk in his way of love through obedience to the will of the Father. True love is more than sentiment, emotion, or good intention. As important as these may be they are not the proof of sincere love. True love for God is expressed in obedience and obedience is expressed in love.

Jesus' best gift for us
Jesus promised to give his followers the best of gifts, the Holy Spirit as their Counselor and Helper. How does the Holy Spirit help us as the counselor? Counselor is a legal term for one who defends someone against an adversary and who guides that person during the ordeal of trial. The Holy Spirit is our Advocate and Helper who guides and strengthens us and brings us safely through the challenges and adversities we must face in this life.

The Holy Spirit is also the Giver of life - the abundant life which comes from God and which sustains us forever. The Holy Spirit also guides us in the way of truth, wisdom, and goodness. We can never stop learning because the Spirit leads us more and more into the knowledge of God's love, truth, and goodness. Jesus also promised his followers the gift of peace. Peace is more than the absence of conflict or trouble. Peace includes everything which makes for our highest good. Trust in God, faith in his promises, and obedience to his word lead us to peace and security in God's presence. That is why a Christian need not fear or be troubled by anything. The love of Christ brings immeasurable joy and consolation even in the midst of our trials and suffering. Paul the Apostle states, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?... For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 8:35,38-39).
Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with the knowledge of Christ's immense love and with his gift of peace.

Prayer: O God, you are the unsearchable abyss of peace, the ineffable sea of love, the fountain of blessings and the bestower of affection, who sends peace to those who receive it. Open to us this day the sea of your love and water us with abundant streams from the riches of your grace and from the most sweet springs of your kindness. Make us children of quietness and heirs of peace; enkindle in us the fire of your love; sow in us your fear; strengthen our weakness by your power; bind us closely to you and to each other in our firm and indissoluble bond of unity. (ancient prayer from Syrian Clementine liturgy)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 11, 2026

Monday of the Sixth Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 16:11-15

We set sail from Troas, making a straight run for Samothrace,
 and on the next day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi,
 a leading city in that district of Macedonia and a Roman colony.
 We spent some time in that city.
 On the sabbath we went outside the city gate along the river
 where we thought there would be a place of prayer.
 We sat and spoke with the women who had gathered there.
 One of them, a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth,
 from the city of Thyatira, a worshiper of God, listened,
 and the Lord opened her heart to pay attention
 to what Paul was saying.
 After she and her household had been baptized,
 she offered us an invitation,
 "If you consider me a believer in the Lord,
 come and stay at my home," and she prevailed on us.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b

R. (see 4a) The Lord takes delight in his people.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sing to the LORD a new song
 of praise in the assembly of the faithful.
 Let Israel be glad in their maker,
 let the children of Zion rejoice in their king.

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Let them praise his name in the festive dance,
 let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.
 For the LORD loves his people,
 and he adorns the lowly with victory.

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Let the faithful exult in glory;
 let them sing for joy upon their couches.
 Let the high praises of God be in their throats.
 This is the glory of all his faithful. Alleluia.

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

John 15:26b, 27a

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Spirit of truth will testify to me, says the Lord,
 and you also will testify.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 15:26—16:4a

Jesus said to his disciples: 
 "When the Advocate comes whom I will send you from the Father,
 the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father,
 he will testify to me.
 And you also testify,
 because you have been with me from the beginning.

"I have told you this so that you may not fall away.
 They will expel you from the synagogues;
 in fact, the hour is coming when everyone who kills you
 will think he is offering worship to God.
 They will do this because they have not known either the Father or me.
 I have told you this so that when their hour comes
 you may remember that I told you."

Reflection
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Monday (May 11):  When the Counselor Comes, the Spirit of TruthMeditation: Where do you find help and support when you most need it? True friendship is strengthened in adversity. Jesus offers his disciples the best and truest of friends. Who is this promised friend? Jesus calls the Holy Spirit our Counselor and Advocate (also translated Paraclete or Helper ). How does the Holy Spirit help us as the counselor? Counselor is a legal term for the person who defends someone against an adversary and who guides that person during the ordeal of trial. The Holy Spirit is our Advocate and Helper who guides and strengthens us and brings us safely through the challenges and adversities we must face in this life.

Person and role of the Holy Spirit
As Jesus approaches the hour he was to be glorified - through his death on the cross and his resurrection - he revealed more fully to his disciples the person and role of the Holy Spirit. What does Jesus tell us about the Holy Spirit? First, the Holy Spirit is inseparably one with the Father and the Son. It is the Holy Spirit who gives life - the very life of God - and who makes faith come alive in hearts and minds of people who are receptive to God's word.

The Holy Spirit makes it possible for us to know God personally. He gives us experiential knowledge of God as our Father. The Spirit witnesses to our spirit that the Father has indeed sent his only begotten Son into the world to redeem it and has raised his Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead and has seated him at his right hand in glory and power.

The Holy Spirit reveals to us the knowledge, wisdom and plan of God for the ages and the Spirit enables us to see with the "eyes of faith" what the Father and the Son are doing. Through the gift and working of the Holy Spirit we become witnesses to the great work of God in Christ Jesus.

Spirit strengthens us in faith and courage
Jesus warned his disciples that they could expect persecution just as Jesus was opposed and treated with hostility. We have been given the Holy Spirit to help us live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Spirit gives us courage and perseverance when we meet adversities and challenges. Do you pray for the Holy Spirit to strengthen you in faith, hope and love and to give you courage and perseverance when you meet adversities and challenges?

Prayer: O merciful God, fill our hearts, we pray, with the graces of your Holy Spirit; with love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, humility and self-control. Teach us to love those who hate us; to pray for those who despitefully use us; that we may be the children of your love, our Father, who makes the sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. In adversity grant us grace to be patient; in prosperity keep us humble; may we guard the door of our lips; may we lightly esteem the pleasures of this world, and thirst after heavenly things; through Jesus Christ our Lord.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 12, 2026

Tuesday of the Sixth Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 16:22-34

The crowd in Philippi joined in the attack on Paul and Silas,
 and the magistrates had them stripped
 and ordered them to be beaten with rods.
 After inflicting many blows on them,
 they threw them into prison
 and instructed the jailer to guard them securely.
 When he received these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell
 and secured their feet to a stake.

About midnight, while Paul and Silas were praying
 and singing hymns to God as the prisoners listened,
 there was suddenly such a severe earthquake
 that the foundations of the jail shook;
 all the doors flew open, and the chains of all were pulled loose. 
 When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open,
 he drew his sword and was about to kill himself,
 thinking that the prisoners had escaped.
 But Paul shouted out in a loud voice,
 "Do no harm to yourself; we are all here."
 He asked for a light and rushed in and,
 trembling with fear, he fell down before Paul and Silas.
 Then he brought them out and said,
 "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"
 And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus
 and you and your household will be saved."
 So they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to everyone in his house.
 He took them in at that hour of the night and bathed their wounds;
 then he and all his family were baptized at once.
 He brought them up into his house and provided a meal
 and with his household rejoiced at having come to faith in God.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8

R. (7c) Your right hand saves me, O Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart,
 for you have heard the words of my mouth;
 in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise;
 I will worship at your holy temple,
 and give thanks to your name.

R. Your right hand saves me, O Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Because of your kindness and your truth,
 you have made great above all things
 your name and your promise.
 When I called, you answered me;
 you built up strength within me.

R. Your right hand saves me, O Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Your right hand saves me.
 The LORD will complete what he has done for me;
 your kindness, O LORD, endures forever;
 forsake not the work of your hands.

R. Your right hand saves me, O Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

See John 16:7, 13

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I will send to you the Spirit of truth, says the Lord;
 he will guide you to all truth.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 16:5-11

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Now I am going to the one who sent me,
 and not one of you asks me, 'Where are you going?'
 But because I told you this, grief has filled your hearts.
 But I tell you the truth, it is better for you that I go.
 For if I do not go, the Advocate will not come to you.
 But if I go, I will send him to you.
 And when he comes he will convict the world
 in regard to sin and righteousness and condemnation:
 sin, because they do not believe in me; 
 righteousness, because I am going to the Father
 and you will no longer see me;
 condemnation, because the ruler of this world has been condemned."

Optional Memorial of Saints Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718.



Reading 1

Revelation 7:9-17

I, John, had a vision of a great multitude,
 which no one could count,
 from every nation, race, people, and tongue.
 They stood before the throne and before the Lamb,
 wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their hands.
 They cried out in a loud voice:

"Salvation comes from our God, who is seated on the throne,
 and from the Lamb."

All the angels stood around the throne
 and around the elders and the four living creatures.
 They prostrated themselves before the throne,
 worshiped God, and exclaimed:

"Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving,
 honor, power, and might
 be to our God forever and ever. Amen."

Then one of the elders spoke up and said to me,
 "Who are these wearing white robes, and where did they come from?"
 I said to him, "My lord, you are the one who knows."
 He said to me,
 "These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress;
 they have washed their robes
 and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb.

"For this reason they stand before God's throne
 and worship him day and night in his temple.
 The One who sits on the throne will shelter them.
 They will not hunger or thirst anymore,
 nor will the sun or any heat strike them.
 For the Lamb who is in the center of the throne
 will shepherd them
 and lead them to springs of life-giving water,
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 124:2-3, 4-5, 7-8

R. (7) Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Had not the LORD been with us–
 when men rose up against us,
 then would they have swallowed us alive,
 When their fury was inflamed against us.

R. Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Then would the waters have overwhelmed us;
 The torrent would have swept over us;
 over us then would have swept the raging waters.

R. Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Broken was the snare,
 and we were freed.
 Our help is in the name of the LORD,
 who made heaven and earth.

R. Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 10:17-22

Jesus said to the Twelve:
 "Beware of men, for they will hand you over to courts
 and scourge you in their synagogues,
 and you will be led before governors and kings for my sake
 as a witness before them and the pagans.
 When they hand you over,
 do not worry about how you are to speak
 or what you are to say.
 You will be given at that moment what you are to say.
 For it will not be you who speak
 but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
 Brother will hand over brother to death,
 and the father his child;
 children will rise up against parents and have them put to death.
 You will be hated by all because of my name,
 but whoever endures to the end will be saved."

Optional Memorial of Saint Pancras, martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718.



Reading 1

Revelation 19:1, 5-9a

I, John, heard what sounded like the loud voice
 of a great multitude in heaven, saying:

"Alleluia!
 Salvation, glory, and might belong to our God."

Then a voice coming from a heavenly throne said:

"Praise our God, all you his servants, 
 and you who revere him, small and great."

Then I heard something like the sound of a great multitude
 or the sound of rushing water or mighty peals of thunder,
 as they said:

"Alleluia!
 The Lord has established his reign,
 our God, the almighty.
 Let us rejoice and be glad
 and give him glory.
 For the wedding day of the Lamb has come,
 his bride has made herself ready.
 She was allowed to wear
 a bright, clean linen garment."
 (The linen represents the righteous deeds of the holy ones.)

Then an angel said to me, "Write this:
 Blessed are those who have been called
 to the wedding feast of the Lamb."



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 8-9, 13-14, 17-18

R. (1) O, bless the Lord, my soul!

Bless the LORD, O my soul;
 and all my being, bless his holy name!
 Bless the LORD, O my soul;
 and forget not all his benefits.

R. O, bless the Lord, my soul!

He pardons all your iniquities,
 he heals all your ills.
 He redeems your life from destruction,
 he crowns you with kindness and compassion.

R. O, bless the Lord, my soul!

Merciful and gracious is the LORD,
 slow to anger and abounding in kindness.
 He will not always chide,
 nor does he keep his wrath forever.

R. O, bless the Lord, my soul!

As a father has compassion on his children,
 so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him,
 For he knows how we are formed;
 he remembers that we are dust.

R. O, bless the Lord, my soul!

But the kindness of the LORD is from eternity
 to eternity toward those who fear him,
 And his justice toward his children's children
 among those who keep his covenant.

R. O, bless the Lord, my soul!


 Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Matthew 11:25-30

At that time Jesus responded: 
 "I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
 for although you have hidden these things
 from the wise and the learned
 you have revealed them to the childlike. 
 Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.
 All things have been handed over to me by my Father. 
 No one knows the Son except the Father,
 and no one knows the Father except the Son
 and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him."

"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest.
 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
 for I am meek and humble of heart;
 and you will find rest for yourselves. 
 For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."

Reflection
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Tuesday (May 12):  I Will Send the Counselor to YouMeditation: Why does God seem far from us at times? Separation and loss of relationship often lead to grief and pain. The apostles were filled with sorrow when Jesus spoke about his imminent departure. Jesus explained that it was for their sake that he must leave them and return to his Father. He promised, however, that they would never be left alone. He will send in his place the best of friends, the Holy Spirit.

Paul reminds us that "nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus" (Romans 8:39). By sending the Holy Spirit to his followers, the Lord Jesus makes his presence known to us in a new and on-going way. We are not left as orphans, but the Lord himself dwells within us through the power of the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:9; 6:16b).

The work of the Holy Spirit
Jesus tells his disciples three very important things about the work of the Holy Spirit - to convince the world of sin and of righteousness and of judgment . The original word for convince also means convict. The Holy Spirit is our Sanctifier. He makes us holy as God is holy. He does this first by convicting us of our unbelief and sin and by bringing us humbly to the foot of the Cross. The Spirit convinces us of God's love and forgiveness and of our utter dependence on God for his mercy and grace. We need the power of the Holy Spirit to lead us from the error of our unbelief and sinful ways and to show us the way of love and truth.

The Jews who had condemned Jesus as a blasphemer and false messiah thought they were serving God rather than sinning when they crucified Jesus. When the Gospel was later preached on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:37), many were pricked in their heart and convicted of their sin. What made them change their mind about Jesus? The Holy Spirit opened their hearts to recognize Jesus as the true Messiah sent by the Father in heaven.

It is the work of the Holy Spirit to both convict us of our unbelief and wrongdoing and to convince us of God's truth. The Spirit convinces us of the righteousness (moral truth and goodness) of Christ, backed by the fact that Jesus rose again and went to his Father. The Holy Spirit also convicts us of judgment. The Spirit gives us the inner and unshakable conviction that we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God. God's judgments are just and good. He not only forgives those who repent of their wrongdoing, he also vindicates the innocent who have been unjustly treated and restores their rights and he rewards those who have done what is just and good. When we heed his judgments we find true peace, joy and reconciliation with God. Do you allow the Holy Spirit free reign in your life that he may set you free from the grip of sin and set you ablaze with the fire of God's love?

Prayer: Come Holy Spirit, and let the fire of your love burn in my heart. Let me desire only what is pure, lovely, holy and good and in accord with the will of God and give me the courage to put away all that is not pleasing in your sight."



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 13, 2026

Wednesday of the Sixth Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 17:15, 22—18:1

After Paul's escorts had taken him to Athens,
 they came away with instructions for Silas and Timothy
 to join him as soon as possible.

Then Paul stood up at the Areopagus and said:
 "You Athenians, I see that in every respect
 you are very religious.
 For as I walked around looking carefully at your shrines,
 I even discovered an altar inscribed, 'To an Unknown God.'
 What therefore you unknowingly worship, I proclaim to you.
 The God who made the world and all that is in it,
 the Lord of heaven and earth,
 does not dwell in sanctuaries made by human hands,
 nor is he served by human hands because he needs anything.
 Rather it is he who gives to everyone life and breath and everything.
 He made from one the whole human race
 to dwell on the entire surface of the earth,
 and he fixed the ordered seasons and the boundaries of their regions,
 so that people might seek God,
 even perhaps grope for him and find him,
 though indeed he is not far from any one of us.
 For 'In him we live and move and have our being,'
 as even some of your poets have said,
 'For we too are his offspring.'
 Since therefore we are the offspring of God,
 we ought not to think that the divinity is like an image
 fashioned from gold, silver, or stone by human art and imagination.
 God has overlooked the times of ignorance,
 but now he demands that all people everywhere repent
 because he has established a day on which he will 'judge the world
 with justice' through a man he has appointed,
 and he has provided confirmation for all
 by raising him from the dead."

When they heard about resurrection of the dead,
 some began to scoff, but others said,
 "We should like to hear you on this some other time."
 And so Paul left them.
 But some did join him, and became believers.
 Among them were Dionysius,
 a member of the Court of the Areopagus,
 a woman named Damaris, and others with them.

After this he left Athens and went to Corinth. 



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14

R. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Praise the LORD from the heavens;
 praise him in the heights.
 Praise him, all you his angels;
 praise him, all you his hosts.

R. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Let the kings of the earth and all peoples,
 the princes and all the judges of the earth,
 Young men too, and maidens,
 old men and boys.

R. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Praise the name of the LORD,
 for his name alone is exalted;
 His majesty is above earth and heaven.

R. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He has lifted up the horn of his people;
 Be this his praise from all his faithful ones,
 from the children of Israel, the people close to him. 
 Alleluia.

R. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

John 14:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I will ask the Father
 and he will give you another Advocate
 to be with you always.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 16:12-15

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now.
 But when he comes, the Spirit of truth,
 he will guide you to all truth.
 He will not speak on his own,
 but he will speak what he hears,
 and will declare to you the things that are coming.
 He will glorify me,
 because he will take from what is mine and declare it to you.
 Everything that the Father has is mine;
 for this reason I told you that he will take from what is mine
 and declare it to you."

Optional Memorial of Our Lady of Fatima

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, #707-712.



Reading 1

Isaiah 61:9-11

Thus says the LORD:
 Their descendants shall be renowned among the nations,
 and their offspring among the peoples;
 All who see them shall acknowledge them
 as a race the LORD has blessed.

I rejoice heartily in the LORD,
 in my God is the joy of my soul;
 For he has clothed me with a robe of salvation,
 and wrapped me in a mantle of justice,
 Like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem,
 like a bride bedecked with her jewels.
 As the earth brings forth its plants,
 and a garden makes its growth spring up,
 So will the Lord GOD make justice and praise
 spring up before all the nations.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17

R. (11) Listen to me, daughter; see and bend your ear.

Hear, O daughter, and see; turn your ear,
 forget your people and your father's house.
 So shall the king desire your beauty;
 for he is your lord, and you must worship him. 

R. Listen to me, daughter; see and bend your ear.

All glorious is the king's daughter as she enters;
 her raiment is threaded with spun gold.
 In embroidered apparel she is borne in to the king;
 behind her the virgins of her train are brought to you. 

R. Listen to me, daughter; see and bend your ear.

They are borne in with gladness and joy;
 they enter the palace of the king.
 The place of your fathers your sons shall have;
 you shall make them princes through all the land. 

R. Listen to me, daughter; see and bend your ear.


 Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, holy Virgin Mary, deserving of all praise;
 from you rose the sun of justice, Christ our God. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 11:27-28

While Jesus was speaking,
 a woman from the crowd called out and said to him,
 "Blessed is the womb that carried you
 and the breasts at which you nursed."
 He replied, "Rather, blessed are those
 who hear the word of God and observe it."

Reflection
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Wednesday (May 13):  The Holy Spirit Will Guide You into All the TruthMeditation: Are you hungry for truth? Jesus proclaimed that he is the Truth, the Way, and the Life (John 14:6). Truth is not something we create nor is it our discovery. It is the gift of God who is the possessor and giver of all truth. Jesus tells his disciples that it is the role of the Holy Spirit to reveal what is true, right, and good. How can this be? Many skeptics of truth don't want to believe in an absolute, objective, and unchanging Truth. If truth is objective then it must be asserted to as trustworthy and right and be submitted to as authoritative and binding. Some fear the truth because they think it will inhibit their freedom to act, think, and judge as they wish. Jesus told his disciples that the truth will set you free (John 8:32). The truth liberates us from whatever is false, misleading, doubtful, or deceptive. In God there is no lie or falsehood since he is utterly true, good, and just. Since he is the author and source of all that is true and good, then the closer we draw near to him in order to listen to his word and understand his mind and will for us, the more we will grow in the knowledge of God and of his great love, wisdom, and plan for us.

The Spirit of truth
Jesus told his disciples that he would send them the Spirit of truth who will guide you into all the truth ..and declare to you the things that are to come (John 16:13). Jesus knew that his disciples could not fully understand on their own everything he had taught and revealed to them while he was physically present with them. He knew that they would need the ongoing guidance and help of the Holy Spirit after he returned to his Father in heaven. That is why he assured them that the Holy Spirit would take what he had spoken to them and guide them into a fuller understanding of God's wisdom, power, and glory he wished to share with them so they could live in the joy and freedom of his love and truth.

Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) explains the progressive work of the Spirit in guiding the disciples of Jesus in all the truth: "Accordingly, when he says, 'He will teach you all truth' or 'will guide you into all truth,' I do not think the fulfillment is possible in anyone's mind in this present life. For who is there, while living in this corruptible and soul-oppressing body (Wisdom 9:15) , that can know all truth when even the apostle says, 'We know in part'? But it is effected by the Holy Spirit, of whom we have now received the promise (2 Corinthians 1:21), that we shall attain also to the actual fullness of knowledge that the same apostle references when he says, 'But then face to face' and 'Now I know in part, but then shall I know even as also I am known' (1 Corinthians 13:12). He is not talking about something he knows fully in this life but about something that would still be in the future when he would attain that perfection. This is what the Lord promised us through the love of the Spirit, when he said, 'He will teach you all truth' or 'will guide you unto all truth.'" ( TRACTATES ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 96.4 )
On the day of Pentecost after the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the first disciples of Jesus, the apostles boldly began to carry out the mission Jesus had entrusted to them - to proclaim the truth of the Gospel and to make disciples [followers of Jesus] of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you, and behold, I am with you always, to the close of the age (Matthew 28:19-20).

The Holy Spirit is our Teacher and Helper
Today, through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we, too, proclaim the same ancient faith which the apostles taught - that Jesus died, and was buried, and rose again on the third day, and will come again to judge, raise the dead, and give everlasting life (from the Apostles Creed ). We not only share the same faith which was given to the apostles, we also have the same Holy Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead. The Lord Jesus gives each of us his Holy Spirit as our divine Teacher and Helper that we may grow in the knowledge, wisdom, and strength of God. Do you listen attentively to God's word and allow his Holy Spirit to give you understanding of God's truth and plan for your life?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit and guide me in your way of life, truth, and goodness. Free me from ignorance of your truth, and from deception and moral blindness caused by sinful pride and the refusal to believe and obey your word of truth. May I love you with all of my heart, mind, and strength, and seek to please you in all things.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 14, 2026

Feast of Saint Matthias, Apostle

Reading I

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26

Peter stood up in the midst of the brothers and sisters
 (there was a group of about one hundred and twenty persons
 in the one place).
 He said, “My brothers and sisters,
 the Scripture had to be fulfilled
 which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand
 through the mouth of David, concerning Judas,
 who was the guide for those who arrested Jesus.
 Judas was numbered among us
 and was allotted a share in this ministry.
 For it is written in the Book of Psalms:
 Let his encampment become desolate,
 and may no one dwell in it.
 and:
 May another take his office.

Therefore, it is necessary that one of the men
 who accompanied us the whole time
 the Lord Jesus came and went among us,
 beginning from the baptism of John
 until the day on which he was taken up from us,
 become with us a witness to his resurrection.”
 So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas,
 who was also known as Justus, and Matthias.
 Then they prayed,
 “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all,
 show which one of these two you have chosen
 to take the place in this apostolic ministry
 from which Judas turned away to go to his own place.”
 Then they gave lots to them, and the lot fell upon Matthias,
 and he was counted with the Eleven Apostles.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8

R. (8) The Lord will give him a seat with the leaders of his people.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Praise, you servants of the LORD,
 praise the name of the LORD.
 Blessed be the name of the LORD
 both now and forever.

R. The Lord will give him a seat with the leaders of his people.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

From the rising to the setting of the sun
 is the name of the LORD to be praised.
 High above all nations is the LORD;
 above the heavens is his glory.

R. The Lord will give him a seat with the leaders of his people.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Who is like the LORD, our God, who is enthroned on high
 and looks upon the heavens and the earth below?

R. The Lord will give him a seat with the leaders of his people.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He raises up the lowly from the dust;
 from the dunghill he lifts up the poor
 To seat them with princes,
 with the princes of his own people.

R. The Lord will give him a seat with the leaders of his people.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

See John 15:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I chose you from the world,
 to go and bear fruit that will last, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:9-17

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “As the Father loves me, so I also love you.
 Remain in my love.
 If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love,
 just as I have kept my Father’s commandments
 and remain in his love.

“I have told you this so that my joy might be in you
 and your joy might be complete.
 This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.
 No one has greater love than this,
 to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
 You are my friends if you do what I command you.
 I no longer call you slaves,
 because a slave does not know what his master is doing.
 I have called you friends,
 because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father.
 It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you
 and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain,
 so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you.
 This I command you: love one another.”

The Ascension of the Lord

Ascension

Reading 1

Acts 1:1-11

In the first book, Theophilus,
 I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught
 until the day he was taken up,
 after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit
 to the apostles whom he had chosen.
 He presented himself alive to them
 by many proofs after he had suffered,
 appearing to them during forty days
 and speaking about the kingdom of God.
 While meeting with them,
 he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem,
 but to wait for “the promise of the Father
 about which you have heard me speak;
 for John baptized with water,
 but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

When they had gathered together they asked him,
 “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
 He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons
 that the Father has established by his own authority.
 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you,
 and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
 throughout Judea and Samaria,
 and to the ends of the earth.”
 When he had said this, as they were looking on,
 he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight.
 While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going,
 suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood beside them.
 They said, “Men of Galilee,
 why are you standing there looking at the sky?
 This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven
 will return in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9

R. (6) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

All you peoples, clap your hands,
 shout to God with cries of gladness,
 For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome,
 is the great king over all the earth.

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy;
 the LORD, amid trumpet blasts.
 Sing praise to God, sing praise;
 sing praise to our king, sing praise.

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

For king of all the earth is God;
 sing hymns of praise.
 God reigns over the nations,
 God sits upon his holy throne.

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Reading 2

Ephesians 1:17-23

Brothers and sisters:
 May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
 give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation
 resulting in knowledge of him.
 May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened,
 that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call,
 what are the riches of glory
 in his inheritance among the holy ones,
 and what is the surpassing greatness of his power
 for us who believe,
 in accord with the exercise of his great might,
 which he worked in Christ,
 raising him from the dead
 and seating him at his right hand in the heavens,
 far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion,
 and every name that is named
 not only in this age but also in the one to come.
 And he put all things beneath his feet
 and gave him as head over all things to the church,
 which is his body,
 the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way.

Alleluia

Matthew 28:19a, 20b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Go and teach all nations, says the Lord;
 I am with you always, until the end of the world.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 28:16-20

The eleven disciples went to Galilee,
 to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them.
 When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted.
 Then Jesus approached and said to them,
 “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
 baptizing them in the name of the Father,
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
 And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”

Reflection
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Thursday (May 14):  The Lord Jesus Was Taken up into HeavenMeditation: Why did Jesus leave his disciples forty days after his resurrection? Forty is a significant number in the Scriptures. Moses went to the mountain to seek the face of God for forty days in prayer and fasting. The people of Israel were in the wilderness for forty years in preparation for their entry into the promised land. Elijah fasted for forty days as he journeyed in the wilderness to the mountain of God. For forty days after his resurrection Jesus appeared numerous times to his disciples to assure them that he had risen indeed and to prepare them for the task of carrying on the work which he began during his earthy ministry.

The Risen Lord is with us always to the end of time
Jesus' departure and ascension into heaven was both an end and a beginning for his disciples. While it was the end of Jesus' physical presence with his beloved disciples, it marked the beginning of Jesus' presence with them in a new way. Jesus promised that he would be with them always to the end of time (Matthew 28:20). Now as the glorified and risen Lord and Savior, ascended to the right hand of the Father in heaven, Jesus promised to send them the Holy Spirit who would anoint them with power from on high on the Feast of Pentecost, just as Jesus was anointed for his ministry at the River Jordan (Luke 3:21-22, 4:1,18). When the Lord Jesus departed physically from the apostles, they were not left in sorrow or grief. Instead, they were filled with joy and with great anticipation for the coming of the Holy Spirit.

The Risen Lord empowers us to carry on his work
Why did the Risen Lord ascend into heaven? The Father raised the glorified body of his Son and enthroned him in glory at his right hand in heaven. The Lord Jesus in his glorified body now reigns as Lord over the heavens and the earth - over all that he has created. The Risen Lord reigns from the throne in heaven as our Merciful Redeemer and Gracious King. He intercedes for us and he empowers us through the outpouring of his Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesus gives us new life in his Spirit and he strengthens us in faith, hope and love so we can serve him and carry on his work as citizens of his kingdom here on earth.

You will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth
Jesus' last words to his disciples point to the key mission and task he has entrusted to his followers on earth - to be his witnesses and ambassadors to the ends of the earth so that all peoples, tribes, and nations may hear the good news that Jesus Christ has come to set us free from sin, Satan, and death and has won for us a kingdom of peace, joy, and righteousness that will last forever.

How can we be effective witnesses for Christ? Jesus told his disciples, "You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you - and you shall be my witnesses... to the end of the earth" (Acts 1:8). Jesus gives his followers the same power he received when the Holy Spirit came upon him and anointed him at the beginning of his mission (John 1:32-33). The Gospel is the power of God, the power to release people from their burden of sin, guilt, and oppression, and the power to heal, restore, and make us whole. Do you believe in the power of the Gospel to change and transform your life?

We are ambassadors for Jesus Christ
Paul the Apostle reminds us that we are called to be ambassadors for Jesus Christ. Just as ambassadors are appointed to represent their country and to speak on behalf of their nation's ruler, we, too are appointed by the Lord Jesus to speak on his behalf and to bring others into a close and personal encounter with the Lord and Ruler of heaven and earth. This is the great commission which the risen Christ gives to the whole church. All believers have been given a share in this task - to be heralds of the good news and ambassadors for Jesus Christ, the only savior of the world. We have not been left alone in this task, for the risen Lord works in and through us by the power of his Holy Spirit. Today we witness a new Pentecost as the Lord pours out his Holy Spirit upon his people to renew and strengthen the body of Christ and to equip it for effective ministry and mission world-wide. Do you witness to others the joy of the Gospel and the hope of the resurrection?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, through the gift of your Holy Spirit, you fill us with an indomitable spirit of praise and joy which no earthly trial can subdue. Fill me with your resurrection joy and help me to live a life of praise and thanksgiving for your glory. May I witness to those around me the joy of the Gospel and the reality of your great victory over sin and death.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 15, 2026

Friday of the Sixth Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 18:9-18

One night while Paul was in Corinth, the Lord said to him in a vision,
 "Do not be afraid.
 Go on speaking, and do not be silent, for I am with you.
 No one will attack and harm you,
 for I have many people in this city."
 He settled there for a year and a half
 and taught the word of God among them.

But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia,
 the Jews rose up together against Paul
 and brought him to the tribunal, saying,
 "This man is inducing people to worship God contrary to the law."
 When Paul was about to reply, Gallio spoke to the Jews,
 "If it were a matter of some crime or malicious fraud,
 I should with reason hear the complaint of you Jews;
 but since it is a question of arguments over doctrine and titles
 and your own law, see to it yourselves.
 I do not wish to be a judge of such matters."
 And he drove them away from the tribunal.
 They all seized Sosthenes, the synagogue official,
 and beat him in full view of the tribunal.
 But none of this was of concern to Gallio.

Paul remained for quite some time,
 and after saying farewell to the brothers he sailed for Syria,
 together with Priscilla and Aquila.
 At Cenchreae he had shaved his head because he had taken a vow. 



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7

R. (8a) God is king of all the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

All you peoples, clap your hands,
 shout to God with cries of gladness,
 For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome,
 is the great king over all the earth. 

R. God is king of all the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He brings people under us;
 nations under our feet.
 He chooses for us our inheritance,
 the glory of Jacob, whom he loves.

R. God is king of all the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy;
 the LORD, amid trumpet blasts.
 Sing praise to God, sing praise;
 sing praise to our king, sing praise.

R. God is king of all the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

See Luke 24:46, 26

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Christ had to suffer and to rise from the dead,
 and so enter into his glory.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 16:20-23

Jesus said to his disciples: 
 "Amen, amen, I say to you, you will weep and mourn,
 while the world rejoices;
 you will grieve, but your grief will become joy.
 When a woman is in labor, she is in anguish because her hour has arrived;
 but when she has given birth to a child,
 she no longer remembers the pain because of her joy
 that a child has been born into the world.
 So you also are now in anguish.
 But I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice,
 and no one will take your joy away from you.
 On that day you will not question me about anything.
 Amen, amen, I say to you,
 whatever you ask the Father in my name he will give you."

Reflection
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Friday (May 15):  Your Sorrow Will Turn into JoyMeditation: Why did the Lord Jesus tell his disciples that they would weep and be sorrowful ? Jesus was neither a pessimist nor a masochist, and he was certainly more than a realist! The way to happiness and joy in the kingdom of God is through the cross. Sin must be brought to the cross of Jesus Christ and evil can only be completely mastered by the power of God's redeeming love. Jesus told his disciples that it was more blessed to mourn for sin because it would yield the fruit of peace, joy, and righteousness. Jesus knew that the cross would be a stumbling block for those who refused to believe in him.

We, too, have a share in the victory and joy of Christ's resurrection
The cross for Jesus was not defeat but victory - victory over sin, over the forces of evil in the world, and over the devil - the arch-enemy of God and the human race. Through his atoning sacrifice on the cross Jesus won for us new abundant life and freedom over the power of sin, despair, and death. He was raised in power from the tomb on the third day and his glorified body will never taste death again. The Easter victory of the Lord Jesus gives us courage, strength, and confident hope in the face of suffering and death. In the resurrection of Jesus Christ our fears are laid to rest. His resurrection is total and final triumph over death, and for us peace and joy in the confident hope that we, too, will be raised to everlasting life with Christ.

We will have trials in this present age - .but, through the eyes of faith, we know the final outcome - complete victory over sin, suffering, and death in Jesus Christ. That is why we can pray confidently now, knowing that the Father in heaven will give us everything we need to live as his children and as disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ. Do you know the Easter joy of Christ's victory over sin and death?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, we are an Easter people, and alleluia is our song. Fill us with your Holy Spirit that we may we radiate the joy of your Resurrection and live in the reality of your great victory over sin and death.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 16, 2026

Saturday of the Sixth Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 18:23-28

After staying in Antioch some time,
 Paul left and traveled in orderly sequence
 through the Galatian country and Phrygia,
 bringing strength to all the disciples.

A Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria,
 an eloquent speaker, arrived in Ephesus.
 He was an authority on the Scriptures.
 He had been instructed in the Way of the Lord and,
 with ardent spirit, spoke and taught accurately about Jesus,
 although he knew only the baptism of John.
 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue;
 but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him,
 they took him aside
 and explained to him the Way of God more accurately.
 And when he wanted to cross to Achaia,
 the brothers encouraged him
 and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him.
 After his arrival he gave great assistance
 to those who had come to believe through grace.
 He vigorously refuted the Jews in public,
 establishing from the Scriptures that the Christ is Jesus.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 47:2-3, 8-9, 10

R. (8a) God is king of all the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

All you peoples, clap your hands;
 shout to God with cries of gladness.
 For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome,
 is the great king over all the earth.

R. God is king of all the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

For king of all the earth is God;
 sing hymns of praise.
 God reigns over the nations,
 God sits upon his holy throne.

R. God is king of all the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The princes of the peoples are gathered together
 with the people of the God of Abraham.
 For God’s are the guardians of the earth;
 he is supreme.

R. God is king of all the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 16:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I came from the Father and have come into the world;
 now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 16:23b-28

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “Amen, amen, I say to you,
 whatever you ask the Father in my name he will give you.
 Until now you have not asked anything in my name;
 ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete.

“I have told you this in figures of speech.
 The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures
 but I will tell you clearly about the Father.
 On that day you will ask in my name,
 and I do not tell you that I will ask the Father for you.
 For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me
 and have come to believe that I came from God.
 I came from the Father and have come into the world.
 Now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.”

Reflection
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Saturday (May 16):  Ask in Jesus' Name, That Your Joy May Be FullMeditation: Do you pray with confidence to your heavenly Father? Jesus often taught his disciples by way of illustration or parable. Here he speaks not in "figures" (the same word used for parables ), but in plain speech. Jesus revealed to them the hidden treasure of the heavenly kingdom and he taught them how to pray to the Father in his name. Now Jesus opens his heart and speaks in the plainest of language: "The Father himself loves you!" How can the disciples be certain of this?

The Lord Jesus unites us with the Father through the love and power of the Holy Spirit
Paul the Apostle states that "All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God" (Romans 8:14). Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, Jesus makes it possible for his disciples to have a new relationship as sons and daughters of God the Father (Romans 8:14-17). No one would have dared to call God his or her Father before this! Because of what Jesus has done for us in offering his life for our redemption we now can boldly and confidently pray to God as our Father in heaven.

The presence and action of the Holy Spirit within us is living proof of this new relationship with the Father. Paul the Apostles says that "when we cry, 'Abba! Father!' it is the Spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God" (Romans 8:15-16).

We can boldly approach God as our Father and ask him for the things we need. In love he bids us to draw near to his throne of grace and mercy. Do you approach the Father with confidence in his love and with expectant faith in his promise to hear your prayers?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, your love knows no bounds and your mercies are new every day. Fill me with gratitude for your countless blessings and draw me near to your throne of grace and mercy. Give me confidence and boldness to pray that your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 17, 2026

Seventh Sunday of Easter - Ascension of the Lord

Reading 1

Acts 1:1-11

In the first book, Theophilus,
 I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught
 until the day he was taken up,
 after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit
 to the apostles whom he had chosen.
 He presented himself alive to them
 by many proofs after he had suffered,
 appearing to them during forty days
 and speaking about the kingdom of God.
 While meeting with them,
 he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem,
 but to wait for “the promise of the Father
 about which you have heard me speak;
 for John baptized with water,
 but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

When they had gathered together they asked him,
 “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
 He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons
 that the Father has established by his own authority.
 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you,
 and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
 throughout Judea and Samaria,
 and to the ends of the earth.”
 When he had said this, as they were looking on,
 he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight.
 While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going,
 suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood beside them.
 They said, “Men of Galilee,
 why are you standing there looking at the sky?
 This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven
 will return in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9

R. (6) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

All you peoples, clap your hands,
 shout to God with cries of gladness,
 For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome,
 is the great king over all the earth.

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy;
 the LORD, amid trumpet blasts.
 Sing praise to God, sing praise;
 sing praise to our king, sing praise.

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

For king of all the earth is God;
 sing hymns of praise.
 God reigns over the nations,
 God sits upon his holy throne.

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Reading 2

Ephesians 1:17-23

Brothers and sisters:
 May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
 give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation
 resulting in knowledge of him.
 May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened,
 that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call,
 what are the riches of glory
 in his inheritance among the holy ones,
 and what is the surpassing greatness of his power
 for us who believe,
 in accord with the exercise of his great might,
 which he worked in Christ,
 raising him from the dead
 and seating him at his right hand in the heavens,
 far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion,
 and every name that is named
 not only in this age but also in the one to come.
 And he put all things beneath his feet
 and gave him as head over all things to the church,
 which is his body,
 the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way.

Alleluia

Matthew 28:19a, 20b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Go and teach all nations, says the Lord;
 I am with you always, until the end of the world.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 28:16-20

The eleven disciples went to Galilee,
 to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them.
 When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted.
 Then Jesus approached and said to them,
 “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
 baptizing them in the name of the Father,
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
 And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”

Reflection
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Solemnity of the Ascension of Our Lord  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. Introduction The revelation we celebrate on this day is that the direct experience of God revealed to men and women in Jesus of Nazareth continues to be experienced when the Body of Christ, the Church, gathers in witness, love and mission. Jesus brought power and hope to people. As He talked, healed, and loved them, they felt the direct presence of God. To be in the company of Jesus was to be in the company of God. Jesus appeared to His disciples after His resurrection. Those appearances were more than their seeing a vision or acknowledging that death could not destroy the Lord. In His appearances Jesus told His disciples that the faithful would continue to experience His presence even though they could no longer see Him. The Holy Spirit would make them aware and sensitive to that presence in the Eucharist. They would feel the same healing power freeing them from their enslavement to sin and guilt. Their vision of life would be enlarged as they grew in their covenant relationship with God. To say My life has significance because I am a child of God called to carry out His will in my life is to make a statement that opens ones life to new power and possibilities. Experiencing Jesus the Christ, in other words, was not to cease with the death of Jesus or with the last of His resurrection appearances. The experience would continue among the faithful. The power and presence of Christ are eternal experiences, not limited to time and space. The presence of Christ is as much our experience as it was the experience of the disciples. Christ reigns eternally with God, the creative power who calls us into being. As we say in the Creed ... He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 

1st Reading - Acts 1:1-11 

 
 Acts has been called The Gospel of Luke, Volume 2 in that it takes over from where St. Luke stopped when writing his gospel with the ascension forming the hinge point. St. Luke, an educated man, a physician by profession, was meticulous and orderly. He sets out in Acts, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to prove the truth of the Apostles teaching and show how rapidly that teaching spread. It recounts the Churchs expansion which, particularly among the Gentiles, was marked by miracles; thus bearing out what our Lord had foretold: You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). Todays reading, which documents Jesus ascension, records Jesus last words to His disciples which includes this foretelling of the expansion of His Church. 1    1:1 In the first book, The Gospel of Luke Theophilus, Who Theophilus is, is unknown although both Lukes gospel and this book are addressed to him. The name means Beloved of God and could indicate the Christian community as a whole. dealt with all that Jesus did and taught 2 until the day he was taken up, after giving instructions through the holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them by many proofs after he had suffered, Greek: paschein - usually translated as passion, refers to Jesus integral passion-death experience appearing to them during forty days Forty in Hebrew numerology is a number representing transition/change. Forty years is a generation; the flood was 40 days and 40 nights; Moses was on the mountain for 40 days; the Hebrews wandered in the desert for 40 years; Jesus was tempted for 40 days. and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While meeting with them, he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father about which you have heard me speak; Luke 24:49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high. 5    for John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the holy Spirit. This refers back to Johns statement in Luke 3:16 (or Matthew 3:11) I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I ... He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. This precisely demonstrates the prophecys fulfillment and makes John the Baptist the herald of the Church as well as of the Messiah. 6    When they had gathered together they asked him, Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel This question is of present concern to Lukes community. What is being stressed as the disciples mistaken hope is not a worldly, nationalistic kingdom as much as a hope of an immediate parousia, to which the outpouring of the Spirit was to lead. 2    7    He answered them, It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has established by his own authority. It is the preoccupation of an impending parousia that Jesus corrects, not the idea of Israels restoration (see also Mark 13:32; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3). 8    But you will receive power when the holy Spirit comes upon you, The Spirit is the substitute for the parousia. The Spirit is the principle of continued Christian existence in a new era of sacred history, the era of the Church and mission. and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Jerusalem is the geographic center of sacred history and the influence of the Church will spread in three geographical stages: Jerusalem; Judea and Samaria; the ends of the earth. 9    When he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight. A visible departure. 10    While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood beside them. 11 They said, Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at the sky Luke does everything in twos. This brings to mind the finding of the empty tomb in Luke 24:4 and the transfiguration in Luke 9:30; especially the empty tomb where they ask why do you look for the living among the dead. This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven. The ascension is a prefigurement of the parousia. 

 

2nd Reading - Ephesians 1:17-23 

 
 Toward the end of his second missionary journey (in the year 52) Saint Paul stayed for a while in Ephesus (Acts 18:19ff), one of the great cities of Asia Minor, where he preached and founded the church to which this letter is addressed. Shortly after this, a distinguished personality, Apollos, appeared in Ephesus; he received instruction from Aquila and his wife Priscilla, two disciples of Paul (Acts 18:24-26) and he, in turn, prepared the ground for Pauls preaching on his third missionary journey (54-56). Pauls visit was not without incident (Acts 19-20): he was forced to leave the city because of an uproar caused by Demetrius the silversmith. Paul did not forget the Ephesians, however, and, from Rome, he wrote them this letter. Pauls main purpose in writing seems to be to explore the 3    great mystery of the redemption, of which Christ Himself is the cornerstone, the foundation of the entire spiritual building into whom all Christians should be built. What we hear described in todays reading is Jesus position in heaven after the ascension. 17    May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, This title, Father of Glory, occurs only here in the New Testament, but Acts 7:2 calls Him God of Glory and 1 Corinthians 2:8 says Lord of Glory. give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation resulting in knowledge of him. Not knowledge merely of Gods plan, but knowledge of him, an experience of Gods great love for men in Christ that would be visibly shown in a true brotherhood of men. 18    May the eyes of (your) hearts be enlightened, that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call, what are the riches of glory in his inheritance among the holy ones, The members of His Church. Not only the Church on earth (Church Militant) but in heaven as well (Church Triumphant). 19    and what is the surpassing greatness of his power for us who believe, in accord with the exercise of his great might, Gods mighty power overcomes humanly impossible obstacles. 20    which he worked in Christ, raising him from the dead and seating him at his right hand in the heavens, One continuous action 21    far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion, Angelic beings who were thought to control the world and who were created through the wisdom of God. and every name that is named not only in this age but also in the one to come. No present or future force or power can block Gods work. 22    And he put all things beneath his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way. The Church is the body, Christ is the head. 

 

Gospel - Matthew 28:16-20 

 
 4    Commentators have said that this brief ending (this is the closing verses of Matthews gospel) is so rich that it would be hard to say more or greater things in the same number of words. It has been called an anticipated parousia, a partial fulfillment of Daniels vision of the Son of Man (Daniel 7 & 8). Its genre combines elements of an Old Testament enthronement pattern with an apostolic commissioning. 16    The eleven disciples This number alludes to Judas defection. went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. No mountain has been previously mentioned in this gospel. The location of the mountain need not be sought; it falls in the same category as the mountain upon which Jesus was tempted (Matthew 4:8), the sermon on the mount (Matthew 5:1), and the mount of transfiguration (Matthew 17:1). A mountain is symbolic of revelation, a kind of Galilean Sinai. 17    When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted. Their worship shows their faith, yet this is mingled with doubt – a common psychological experience which gives hope to us moderns. The mention of doubt on the part of some is a candid observation (recall that other gospel accounts refer to doubting Thomas). Through all the resurrection stories there runs the idea that those who saw Jesus did not recognize Him. The disciples see an appearance of the risen Jesus, but it is His words rather than His looks which are stressed in this narrative. 18    Then Jesus approached and said to them, All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Note the past tense. It is God who has bestowed divine authority on Jesus as Son of Man. This authority is that of the kingdom of God (see Matthew 6:10; Daniel 7:14; 2 Chronicles 36:23). 19    Go, therefore, This great missionary commission concerns the present. The general command is to make disciples and then there are two subordinate clauses which explain how this is to be done: baptize, and teach. and make disciples of all nations, This universal call applies to all people of all cultures; even Jewish people who are not yet disciples. baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, 5    This is the first mention of the Trinitarian formula. Baptism admits one to the Church. 20    teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. The disciples are to carry on Jesus teaching ministry, thus laying the foundation for Christian education, theology, and other intellectual work. Teaching follows baptism – once admitted to the Church, the work of the faithful is just beginning. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age. The task of baptizing and teaching all nations is so daunting that there is a promise of continual support. The gift of the Holy Spirit is not explicitly mentioned here in contrast to John 20:22 and Acts 2:1-4 (see also Matthew 18:20). Jesus is Emmanuel, the divine presence (shekinah) with His people as they make decisions, study, pray, preach, baptize and teach. There is no mention of an ascension in this gospel. It must be assumed that it coincided with the resurrection. On hearing the words of our Gospel today, we should bear in mind that the authority of the Church, which is given it for the salvation of mankind, comes directly from Jesus the Christ, and that this authority, in the sphere of faith and morals, is above any other authority on earth. 
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Sunday (May 17):  This Is Eternal Life - to Know the Father the Only True GodMeditation: In his Last Supper discourse with his beloved disciples Jesus speaks of his glory and the glory of his Father. What is this glory? It is the cross which Jesus speaks of here and the willing offering of his life for us. How does the cross reveal this glory? In the cross God reveals the breadth of his great love for sinners and the power of Jesus' redemptive sacrifice which cancels the debt of sin and reverses the curse of our condemnation (Romans 8:1). Jesus gave his Father the supreme honor and glory through his obedience and willingness to go to the cross for our sake. In times of defense the greatest honor belongs not to those who fought and survived but to those who gave the supreme sacrifice of their own lives for their fellow citizens.The Lord Jesus freely and willingly offered up his life out of obedience to his Father and love for us.

Jesus reveals the glory of God to us
Jesus speaks of the Father bringing glory to the Son through the great mystery of the Incarnation - the eternal Word who became flesh for our sake (John 1:14) - and the Cross of Christ which won for us pardon, freedom, and new life in the Holy Spirit. God the Father gave us his only begotten Son to set us free from slavery to sin, guilt, and condemnation. His sacrificial death brings us new life - the abundant life of peace and joy which God wishes to share with each one of us. There is no greater proof of God's love for each and every person on the face of the earth than the Cross of Jesus Christ. In the cross we see a new way of love - a love that is merciful, sacrificial, and generous beyond measure.

Jesus offers abundant life without end
Jesus offers us eternal life. What is eternal life? It is more than simply a life without end or an eternal state of being. Science and medicine look for ways to extend the duration of human life - but God offers us something vastly greater and more surpassing than a simple extension of physical life. Eternal life is qualitative more than quantitative. To have eternal life is to have the very life of God within us. When we possess eternal life we experience here and now something of God's majesty, glory, and holiness which he shares with us. Through the gift and working of the Holy Spirit, God fills us with the abundant fruit of his peace, joy and love.

We can know God personally
Jesus also speaks of the knowledge of God. Jesus tells his disciples that they can know the only true God. Knowledge of God is not simply limited to knowing something about God, but we can know God personally and be united with God in a personal relationship of love and friendship. The essence of Christianity, and what makes it distinct from Judaism and other religions, is the personal and experiential knowledge of God as our eternal Father - the one who knew us before creation (Ephesians 1:4 and Romans 8:29) and who knit us in our mother's womb (Psalm 139:13 and Jeremiah 1:5). Jesus makes it possible for each of us to personally know God as our Father. To see Jesus is to see what God is like.

A unity of love that endures forever
In Jesus Christ we see the perfect love of God - a God who cares intensely and who yearns over men and women, loving them to the point of laying down his life for them upon the Cross. Jesus is the revelation of God - a God who loves us completely, unconditionally and perfectly. Do you hunger to know God personally and to be united with the Father in his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, through the unity of the Holy Spirit who dwells with us? The Lord Jesus invites each of us to enter more deeply into a personal relationship of love and oneness of mind, heart, and spirit with the eternal Father, Son, and Holy Spirit who created us in love for love.


Prayer: If only I possessed the grace, good Jesus, to be utterly at one with you! Amidst all the variety of worldly things around me, Lord, the only thing I crave is unity with you. You are all my soul needs. Unite, dear friend of my heart, this unique little soul of mine to your perfect goodness.You are all mine; when shall I be yours? Lord Jesus, my beloved, be the magnet of my heart; clasp, press, unite me for ever to your sacred heart. You have made me for yourself; make me one with you. Absorb this tiny drop of life into the ocean of goodness whence it came. (Prayer of Francis de Sales, 1567-1622)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 18, 2026

Monday of the Seventh Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 19:1-8

While Apollos was in Corinth,
 Paul traveled through the interior of the country
 and down to Ephesus where he found some disciples. 
 He said to them,
 “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?”
 They answered him,
 “We have never even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
 He said, “How were you baptized?”
 They replied, “With the baptism of John.”
 Paul then said, “John baptized with a baptism of repentance,
 telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him,
 that is, in Jesus.”
 When they heard this,
 they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
 And when Paul laid his hands on them,
 the Holy Spirit came upon them,
 and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.
 Altogether there were about twelve men.

He entered the synagogue, and for three months debated boldly
 with persuasive arguments about the Kingdom of God.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab

R. (33a) Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

God arises; his enemies are scattered,
 and those who hate him flee before him.
 As smoke is driven away, so are they driven;
 as wax melts before the fire. 

R. Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

But the just rejoice and exult before God;
 they are glad and rejoice.
 Sing to God, chant praise to his name;
 whose name is the LORD. 

R. Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The father of orphans and the defender of widows
 is God in his holy dwelling.
 God gives a home to the forsaken;
 he leads forth prisoners to prosperity.

R. Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

Colossians 3:1

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If then you were raised with Christ,
 seek what is above,
 where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 16:29-33

The disciples said to Jesus,
 “Now you are talking plainly, and not in any figure of speech.
 Now we realize that you know everything
 and that you do not need to have anyone question you.
 Because of this we believe that you came from God.”
 Jesus answered them, “Do you believe now?
 Behold, the hour is coming and has arrived
 when each of you will be scattered to his own home
 and you will leave me alone.
 But I am not alone, because the Father is with me.
 I have told you this so that you might have peace in me.
 In the world you will have trouble,
 but take courage, I have conquered the world.”

Optional Memorial of Saint John I, Pope, Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718 or the Common of Pastors: For a Pope, #719-724.



Reading 1

Revelation 3:14b, 20-22

"'The Amen, the faithful and true witness,
 the source of God's creation, says this: 

"'"Behold, I stand at the door and knock.
 If anyone hears my voice and opens the door,
 then I will enter his house and dine with him
 and he with me.
 I will give the victor the right to sit with me on my throne,
 as I myself first won the victory
 and sit with my Father on his throne.

" '"Whoever has ears ought to hear
 what the Spirit says to the churches."'"



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6

R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
 Beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Even though I walk in the dark valley
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side
 With your rod and your staff
 that give me courage.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 You anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.


 Alleluia

Juan 15:15

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I call you my friends, says the Lord, 
 For I have made known to you all that the Father has told me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Luke 22:24-30

An argument broke out among the Apostles
 about which of them should be regarded as the greatest.
 Jesus said to them,
 "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them
 and those in authority over them are addressed as 'Benefactors';
 but among you it shall not be so.
 Rather, let the greatest among you be as the youngest,
 and the leader as the servant.
 For who is greater:
 the one seated at table or the one who serves?
 Is it not the one seated at table?
 I am among you as the one who serves.
 It is you who have stood by me in my trials;
 and I confer a kingdom on you,
 just as my Father has conferred one on me,
 that you may eat and drink at my table in my Kingdom;
 and you will sit on thrones
 judging the twelve tribes of Israel."

Reflection
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Monday (May 18):  Peace in Overcoming the WorldMeditation: How did the disciples come to believe that Jesus is truly the Son of God sent from the eternal Father in heaven? When Jesus taught his disciples he often spoke in parables - using short stories and vivid images which expressed in picture language what God's kingdom is like and how God's power can change and transform our lives to be like him. These stories were intended to make his disciples reflect and think through the inner spiritual truths he wanted them to understand and accept.

The Lord Jesus gives hope and strength to those who believe in him and trust in his word
Now Jesus begins to speak more plainly to the disciples about the mission and purpose for which he was sent into the world - not to condemn the world but through love to redeem it (John 3:16). The disciples professed their belief in Jesus that he truly came from God and taught as one who possessed full knowledge of God. Jesus' response showed that he fully knew and understood them very well. Jesus could read their hearts like an open book. He knew their weaknesses as well as their strengths.

Where do you place your trust and confidence?
In spite of their confident faith, Jesus warned his disciples that they would be put to the test and would fail. He knew they would desert him in his hour of trial when he would be arrested and condemned to death on the cross. Such knowledge of their faltering loyalty could have easily led to bitterness and rejection on his part. Jesus met the injury of betrayal and abandonment with supreme love and earnest prayer for his disciples (Luke 22:32; John 17:15). "He loved them to the very end" (John 13:1) - even when they had left him to die alone on the cross.

God's peace dwells with those who trust in him alone
Jesus reassures them of his peace, unfailing love, and victory over the world which is in opposition to God's reign. Jesus speaks the same reassuring words of enduring love, faithfulness, and victory to his followers today. "I will never fail you nor forsake you." While we may forget the Lord and fail him, he will never forget us nor fail to come to our aid. When you are put to the test do you seek the Lord Jesus and place your trust in his help and mercy?

The Holy Spirit fills us with expectant faith, persevering hope, and unfailing love
While we cannot avoid all pain and suffering which may come our way in this life, the Lord Jesus assures us that he has overcome the world and all that would seek to keep us from his saving help and healing presence. He promises to guide us safely through any trial or hardship we may have to undergo for his sake. The Lord Jesus gives us the gift of his Holy Spirit who strengthens us with faith, courage, and perseverance to stay the course which he has set for us. The Holy Spirit fills us with a living hope in the power of Christ's resurrection (1 Peter 1:3) and reassures our heart with a confident trust in God's abiding presence.

Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ and the victory he has won for us (Romans 8:35-39). The Holy Spirit gives us the strength and courage we need to overcome every adversity and to persevere with faith and hope in God. Do you believe in the power of Christ's love for you and in the victory he has won for you through his death and resurrection?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to trust in your unwavering love and saving help, especially when I meet adversities, trials, and temptations. Give me your peace when I am troubled and let me know the joy of your victory over sin and death.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 19, 2026

Tuesday of the Seventh Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 20:17-27

From Miletus Paul had the presbyters
 of the Church at Ephesus summoned. 
 When they came to him, he addressed them,
 "You know how I lived among you
 the whole time from the day I first came to the province of Asia.
 I served the Lord with all humility
 and with the tears and trials that came to me
 because of the plots of the Jews,
 and I did not at all shrink from telling you
 what was for your benefit,
 or from teaching you in public or in your homes.
 I earnestly bore witness for both Jews and Greeks
 to repentance before God and to faith in our Lord Jesus.
 But now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem.
 What will happen to me there I do not know,
 except that in one city after another
 the Holy Spirit has been warning me
 that imprisonment and hardships await me.
 Yet I consider life of no importance to me,
 if only I may finish my course
 and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus,
 to bear witness to the Gospel of God's grace.

"But now I know that none of you
 to whom I preached the kingdom during my travels
 will ever see my face again.
 And so I solemnly declare to you this day
 that I am not responsible for the blood of any of you,
 for I did not shrink from proclaiming to you the entire plan of God."



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 68:10-11, 20-21

R. (33a) Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

A bountiful rain you showered down, O God, upon your inheritance;
 you restored the land when it languished;
 Your flock settled in it;
 in your goodness, O God, you provided it for the needy.

R. Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Blessed day by day be the Lord,
 who bears our burdens; God, who is our salvation.
 God is a saving God for us;
 the LORD, my Lord, controls the passageways of death. 

R. Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia 

John 14:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I will ask the Father
 and he will give you another Advocate
 to be with you always.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 17:1-11a

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said,
 "Father, the hour has come.
 Give glory to your son, so that your son may glorify you,
 just as you gave him authority over all people,
 so that your son may give eternal life to all you gave him.
 Now this is eternal life,
 that they should know you, the only true God,
 and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.
 I glorified you on earth
 by accomplishing the work that you gave me to do.
 Now glorify me, Father, with you,
 with the glory that I had with you before the world began.

"I revealed your name to those whom you gave me out of the world.
 They belonged to you, and you gave them to me,
 and they have kept your word.
 Now they know that everything you gave me is from you,
 because the words you gave to me I have given to them,
 and they accepted them and truly understood that I came from you,
 and they have believed that you sent me.
 I pray for them.
 I do not pray for the world but for the ones you have given me,
 because they are yours, and everything of mine is yours
 and everything of yours is mine,
 and I have been glorified in them.
 And now I will no longer be in the world,
 but they are in the world, while I am coming to you."

Reflection
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Tuesday (May 19):  This Is Eternal Life - to Know the Father the Only True GodMeditation: In his Last Supper discourse with his beloved disciples Jesus speaks of his glory and the glory of his Father. What is this glory? It is the cross which Jesus speaks of here and the willing offering of his life for us. How does the cross reveal this glory? In the cross God reveals the breadth of his great love for sinners and the power of Jesus' redemptive sacrifice which cancels the debt of sin and reverses the curse of our condemnation (Romans 8:1). Jesus gave his Father the supreme honor and glory through his obedience and willingness to go to the cross for our sake. In times of defense the greatest honor belongs not to those who fought and survived but to those who gave the supreme sacrifice of their own lives for their fellow citizens.The Lord Jesus freely and willingly offered up his life out of obedience to his Father and love for us.

Jesus reveals the glory of God to us
Jesus speaks of the Father bringing glory to the Son through the great mystery of the Incarnation - the eternal Word who became flesh for our sake (John 1:14) - and the Cross of Christ which won for us pardon, freedom, and new life in the Holy Spirit. God the Father gave us his only begotten Son to set us free from slavery to sin, guilt, and condemnation. His sacrificial death brings us new life - the abundant life of peace and joy which God wishes to share with each one of us. There is no greater proof of God's love for each and every person on the face of the earth than the Cross of Jesus Christ. In the cross we see a new way of love - a love that is merciful, sacrificial, and generous beyond measure.

Jesus offers abundant life without end
Jesus offers us eternal life. What is eternal life? It is more than simply a life without end or an eternal state of being. Science and medicine look for ways to extend the duration of human life - but God offers us something vastly greater and more surpassing than a simple extension of physical life. Eternal life is qualitative more than quantitative. To have eternal life is to have the very life of God within us. When we possess eternal life we experience here and now something of God's majesty, glory, and holiness which he shares with us. Through the gift and working of the Holy Spirit, God fills us with the abundant fruit of his peace, joy and love.

We can know God personally
Jesus also speaks of the knowledge of God. Jesus tells his disciples that they can know the only true God. Knowledge of God is not simply limited to knowing something about God, but we can know God personally and be united with God in a personal relationship of love and friendship. The essence of Christianity, and what makes it distinct from Judaism and other religions, is the personal and experiential knowledge of God as our eternal Father - the one who knew us before creation (Ephesians 1:4 and Romans 8:29) and who knit us in our mother's womb (Psalm 139:13 and Jeremiah 1:5). Jesus makes it possible for each of us to personally know God as our Father. To see Jesus is to see what God is like.

A unity of love that endures forever
In Jesus Christ we see the perfect love of God - a God who cares intensely and who yearns over men and women, loving them to the point of laying down his life for them upon the Cross. Jesus is the revelation of God - a God who loves us completely, unconditionally and perfectly. Do you hunger to know God personally and to be united with the Father in his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, through the unity of the Holy Spirit who dwells with us? The Lord Jesus invites each of us to enter more deeply into a personal relationship of love and oneness of mind, heart, and spirit with the eternal Father, Son, and Holy Spirit who created us in love for love.


Prayer: If only I possessed the grace, good Jesus, to be utterly at one with you! Amidst all the variety of worldly things around me, Lord, the only thing I crave is unity with you. You are all my soul needs. Unite, dear friend of my heart, this unique little soul of mine to your perfect goodness.You are all mine; when shall I be yours? Lord Jesus, my beloved, be the magnet of my heart; clasp, press, unite me for ever to your sacred heart. You have made me for yourself; make me one with you. Absorb this tiny drop of life into the ocean of goodness whence it came. (Prayer of Francis de Sales, 1567-1622)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 20, 2026

Wednesday of the Seventh Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 20:28-38

At Miletus, Paul spoke to the presbyters of the Church of Ephesus:
 “Keep watch over yourselves and over the whole flock
 of which the Holy Spirit has appointed you overseers,
 in which you tend the Church of God
 that he acquired with his own Blood.
 I know that after my departure savage wolves will come among you,
 and they will not spare the flock.
 And from your own group, men will come forward perverting the truth
 to draw the disciples away after them.
 So be vigilant and remember that for three years, night and day,
 I unceasingly admonished each of you with tears.
 And now I commend you to God
 and to that gracious word of his that can build you up
 and give you the inheritance among all who are consecrated.
 I have never wanted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing.
 You know well that these very hands
 have served my needs and my companions.
 In every way I have shown you that by hard work of that sort
 we must help the weak,
 and keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus who himself said,
 ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

When he had finished speaking
 he knelt down and prayed with them all.
 They were all weeping loudly
 as they threw their arms around Paul and kissed him,
 for they were deeply distressed that he had said
 that they would never see his face again.
 Then they escorted him to the ship.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab

R. (33a) Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Show forth, O God, your power,
 the power, O God, with which you took our part;
 For your temple in Jerusalem
 let the kings bring you gifts.

R. Sing to God, O Kingdoms of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

You kingdoms of the earth, sing to God,
 chant praise to the Lord
 who rides on the heights of the ancient heavens.
 Behold, his voice resounds, the voice of power:
 “Confess the power of God!”

R. Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Over Israel is his majesty;
 his power is in the skies.
 Awesome in his sanctuary is God, the God of Israel;
 he gives power and strength to his people.

R. Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 17:17b, 17a

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Your word, O Lord, is truth;
 consecrate us in the truth.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 17:11b-19

Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed, saying:
 “Holy Father, keep them in your name
 that you have given me,
 so that they may be one just as we are one.
 When I was with them I protected them in your name that you gave me,
 and I guarded them, and none of them was lost
 except the son of destruction,
 in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled.
 But now I am coming to you.
 I speak this in the world
 so that they may share my joy completely.
 I gave them your word, and the world hated them,
 because they do not belong to the world
 any more than I belong to the world.
 I do not ask that you take them out of the world
 but that you keep them from the Evil One.
 They do not belong to the world
 any more than I belong to the world.
 Consecrate them in the truth.
 Your word is truth.
 As you sent me into the world,
 so I sent them into the world.
 And I consecrate myself for them,
 so that they also may be consecrated in truth.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Bernardine of Siena, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #713-718.



Reading 1

Acts 4:8-12

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, answered them:
 "Leaders of the people and elders:
 If we are being examined today
 about a good deed done to a cripple,
 namely, by what means he was saved,
 then all of you and all the people of Israel should know
 that it was in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean
 whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead;
 in his name this man stands before you healed.
 He is the stone rejected by you, the builders,
 which has become the cornerstone.
 There is no salvation through anyone else,
 nor is there any other name under heaven
 given to the human race by which we are to be saved."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10, 11

R. (8a and 9a) Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.

I have waited, waited for the LORD,
 and he stooped toward me and heard my cry.
 And he put a new song into my mouth,
 a hymn to our God.

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.

Sacrifice or oblation you wished not,
 but ears open to obedience you gave me.
 Burnt offerings or sin-offerings you sought not;
 then said I, "Behold I come."

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.

"In the written scroll it is prescribed for me,
 To do your will, O my God, is my delight,
 and your law is within my heart!"

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.

I announced your justice in the vast assembly;
 I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know.

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.

Your justice I kept not hid within my heart;
 your faithfulness and your salvation I have spoken of;
 I have made no secret of your kindness and your truth
 in the vast assembly.

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.

Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 9:57-62

As Jesus and his disciples were proceeding
 on their journey to Jerusalem,
 someone said to him,
 "I will follow you wherever you go."
 Jesus answered him,
 "Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests,
 but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head."
 And to another he said, "Follow me."
 But he replied, "Lord, let me go first and bury my father."
 But he answered him, "Let the dead bury their dead.
 But you, go and proclaim the Kingdom of God."
 And another said, "I will follow you, Lord,
 but first let me say farewell to my family at home."
 Jesus said, "No one who sets a hand to the plow
 and looks to what was left behind is fit for the Kingdom of God."


Reflection
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Wednesday (May 20):  Consecrated in God's TruthMeditation: Do you know why God created you - what purpose and mission he has entrusted to you? Jesus' aim and mission was to glorify his heavenly Father. All he said and did gave glory to his Father. On the eve of his sacrifice on the cross and in the presence of his disciples, Jesus made his high priestly prayer: "Holy Father, keep them in your name that they may be one as we are one". Jesus prayed for the unity of his disciples and for all who would believe in him. Jesus' prayer for his people is that we be united with God the Father in his Son and through his Holy Spirit and be joined together, in unity with all who are members of Christ's body.

A mission of love to make us one
What motivated Jesus to lay down his life on the cross as the atoning sacrifice for the sin of the world? It was love - love for his Father in heaven and love for each and everyone of us who are made in the image and likeness of God. Jesus was sent into the world by his Father for a purpose and that purpose was a mission of love to free us from slavery to sin, Satan, fear, death, and hopelessness. Jesus saw glory in the cross rather than shame. Obedience to his Father's will was his glory. Jesus kept his Father's word even when tempted to forgo the cross. Jesus did not rely on his own human resources and strength to accomplish his Father's will. He trusted in his Father to give him strength, courage, and perseverance in the face of opposition, trials, and temptation.

God created us for a purpose and a mission
We also must take up our cross and follow the Lord Jesus wherever he may call us. He will give us the strength and power of the Holy Spirit to live as his disciples. John Henry Newman (1801-1890) wrote: "God has created me to do him some definite service; he has committed some work to me which he has not committed to another. I have my mission - I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has not created me for nothing. Therefore, I will trust him. Whatever, wherever I am. I cannot be thrown away." Do you trust in God and in his call and purpose for your life?

Consecrated in truth and holiness
Jesus prayed that his disciples would be sanctified and consecrated in God's truth and holiness. The scriptural word for consecration comes from the same Hebrew word which means holy or set apart for God. This word also means to be equipped with the qualities of mind and heart and character for such a task or service.

Just as Jesus was called by the Father to serve in holiness and truth, so we, too, are called and equipped for the task of serving God in the world as his ambassadors. God's truth frees us from ignorance and the deception of sin. It reveals to us God's goodness, love, and wisdom. And it gives us a thirst for God's holiness. The Holy Spirit is the source and giver of all holiness. As we allow the Holy Spirit to work in our lives, he transforms us by his purifying fire and changes us into the likeness of Christ. Is your life consecrated to God?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, take my life and make it wholly pleasing to you. Sanctify me in your truth and guide me by your Holy Spirit that I may follow you faithfully wherever you lead.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 21, 2026

Thursday of the Seventh Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 22:30; 23:6-11

Wishing to determine the truth
 about why Paul was being accused by the Jews,
 the commander freed him
 and ordered the chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin to convene.
 Then he brought Paul down and made him stand before them.

Paul was aware that some were Sadducees and some Pharisees,
 so he called out before the Sanhedrin,
 "My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of Pharisees;
 I am on trial for hope in the resurrection of the dead."
 When he said this,
 a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and Sadducees,
 and the group became divided.
 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection
 or angels or spirits,
 while the Pharisees acknowledge all three.
 A great uproar occurred,
 and some scribes belonging to the Pharisee party
 stood up and sharply argued,
 "We find nothing wrong with this man.
 Suppose a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?"
 The dispute was so serious that the commander,
 afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them,
 ordered his troops to go down and rescue Paul from their midst
 and take him into the compound.
 The following night the Lord stood by him and said, "Take courage.
 For just as you have borne witness to my cause in Jerusalem,
 so you must also bear witness in Rome."



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11

R. (1) Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge;
 I say to the LORD, "My Lord are you."
 O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
 you it is who hold fast my lot. 

R. Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

I bless the LORD who counsels me;
 even in the night my heart exhorts me.
 I set the LORD ever before me;
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.

R. Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Therefore my heart is glad and my soul rejoices,
 my body, too, abides in confidence;
 Because you will not abandon my soul to the nether world,
 nor will you suffer your faithful one to undergo corruption.

R. Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

You will show me the path to life,
 fullness of joys in your presence,
 the delights at your right hand forever.

R. Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

John 17:21

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

May they all be one as you, Father, are in me and I in you,
 that the world may believe that you sent me, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 17:20-26

Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed saying:
 "I pray not only for these,
 but also for those who will believe in me through their word,
 so that they may all be one,
 as you, Father, are in me and I in you,
 that they also may be in us,
 that the world may believe that you sent me.
 And I have given them the glory you gave me,
 so that they may be one, as we are one,
 I in them and you in me,
 that they may be brought to perfection as one,
 that the world may know that you sent me,
 and that you loved them even as you loved me.
 Father, they are your gift to me.
 I wish that where I am they also may be with me,
 that they may see my glory that you gave me,
 because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
 Righteous Father, the world also does not know you,
 but I know you, and they know that you sent me.
 I made known to them your name and I will make it known,
 that the love with which you loved me
 may be in them and I in them."

Optional Memorial of Saint Christopher Magallanes, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718.



Reading 1

Revelation 7:9-17

I, John, had a vision of a great multitude,
 which no one could count,
 from every nation, race, people, and tongue.
 They stood before the throne and before the Lamb,
 wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their hands.
 They cried out in a loud voice:

"Salvation comes from our God, who is seated on the throne,
 and from the Lamb."

All the angels stood around the throne
 and around the elders and the four living creatures.
 They prostrated themselves before the throne,
 worshiped God, and exclaimed:

"Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving,
 honor, power, and might
 be to our God forever and ever. Amen."

Then one of the elders spoke up and said to me,
 "Who are these wearing white robes, and where did they come from?"
 I said to him, "My lord, you are the one who knows."
 He said to me,
 "These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress;
 they have washed their robes
 and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb.

"For this reason they stand before God's throne
 and worship him day and night in his temple.
 The One who sits on the throne will shelter them.
 They will not hunger or thirst anymore,
 nor will the sun or any heat strike them.
 For the Lamb who is in the center of the throne will shepherd them
 and lead them to springs of life-giving water,
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9

R. (5) The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear me and be glad. 

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears. 

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the afflicted man called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him. 

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him. 

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 12:24-26

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Amen, amen, I say to you,
 unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
 it remains just a grain of wheat;
 but if it dies, it produces much fruit.
 Whoever loves his life loses it,
 and whoever hates his life in this world
 will preserve it for eternal life.
 Whoever serves me must follow me,
 and where I am, there also will my servant be.
 The Father will honor whoever serves me."


Reflection
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Thursday (May 21):  May They Become Perfectly OneMeditation: When you pray what do you ask for - God's help, blessing, guidance, and wisdom? One of the greatest privileges and responsibilities we have been given by God is to pray not only for ourselves, but for others as well. The Lord Jesus lived a life full of prayer, blessing, and gratitude to his Father in heaven. He prayed for his disciples, especially when they were in great need or danger. Mark tells us in his Gospel account (see chapter 6:46-51) that when Jesus was praying alone on the mountain he saw that his disciples were in great distress due to a life-threatening storm that was beating against their boat. Jesus immediately came to their rescue - walking on the waves of the rough waters before he calmed their fears and calmed the raging waters as well! Luke records in his Gospel account the words of Jesus to Simon Peter shortly before Jesus' arrest and Peter's denial of the Lord three times. "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers" (Luke 22:32). Jesus' prayers were personal, direct, and focused on the welfare and well-being of others - especially that they might find peace and unity with God and with one another.

Jesus prays for all Christians to be united as one
The longest recorded prayer of Jesus is found in the Gospel of John, the "high priestly" prayer which Jesus prayed aloud at his last supper meal with his disciples (John 17). This prayer most clearly reveals the heart and mind of Jesus - who and what he loved most - love for his Father in heaven and love for all who believe in him. His prayer focuses on the love and unity he desires for all who would believe in him and follow him, not only in the present, but in the future as well.

Jesus' prayer concludes with a petition for the unity among all Christians who profess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Jesus prays for all men and women who will come after him and follow him as his disciples (John 17:20). In a special way Jesus prays here for each one of us that as members of his body the church we would be one as he and his Father are one. The unity of Jesus, the only begotten Son of God, with the eternal Father is a unity of mutual love, service, and honor, and a oneness of mind, heart, and spirit. The Lord Jesus calls each and every one of his followers into this unity of mutual love, respect, service, honor, and friendship with all who belong to Christ.

To make him known and loved by all
Jesus' prayer on the eve of his sacrifice shows the great love and trust he had for his beloved disciples. He knew they would abandon him in his hour of trial, yet he entrusted to them the great task of spreading his name throughout the world and to the end of the ages. The Lord Jesus entrusts us today with the same mission - to make him known and loved by all. Jesus died and rose again that all might be one as he and the Father are one. Do you love all who belong to Christ and do you recognize and accept all baptized Christians as your brothers and sisters in Christ? The Lord Jesus, through the power of the Holy Spirit, draws each one of us into the unity which he and the Father have together and into the unity he desires for all who belong to him - we are all brothers and sisters in Christ and sons and daughters of our beloved Father in heaven.

The Lord intercedes for us right now
The Lord Jesus Christ included each one of us in his high priestly prayer at the last supper meal with his disciples on the eve of his sacrifice on the cross (John 17:20). And today the Lord Jesus continues his high priestly office as our intercessor before the throne of God in heaven. Paul the Apostle tells us that it is "Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us" (Romans 8:34; see also Hebrews 7: 25). Do you join in Jesus' high priestly prayer that all who profess Jesus as Lord may grow in love and unity together as brothers and sisters who have been redeemed through the precious blood that was shed for us on the cross?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, have mercy on all your people who have been redeemed by the precious blood of your Son who offered up his life for us on the cross. Pardon our sins and heal our divisions that we may grow in love, unity, and holiness together as your sons and daughters. May all Christian people throughout the world attain the unity for which Jesus prayed on the eve of his sacrifice. Renew in us the power of the Holy Spirit that we may be a sign of that unity and a means of its growth. Increase in us a fervent love, respect, and care for all of our brothers and sisters who believe in Jesus Christ.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 22, 2026

Friday of the Seventh Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 25:13b-21

King Agrippa and Bernice arrived in Caesarea
 on a visit to Festus.
 Since they spent several days there,
 Festus referred Paul's case to the king, saying,
 "There is a man here left in custody by Felix.
 When I was in Jerusalem the chief priests and the elders of the Jews
 brought charges against him and demanded his condemnation.
 I answered them that it was not Roman practice
 to hand over an accused person before he has faced his accusers
 and had the opportunity to defend himself against their charge.
 So when they came together here, I made no delay;
 the next day I took my seat on the tribunal
 and ordered the man to be brought in.
 His accusers stood around him,
 but did not charge him with any of the crimes I suspected.
 Instead they had some issues with him about their own religion
 and about a certain Jesus who had died
 but who Paul claimed was alive.
 Since I was at a loss how to investigate this controversy,
 I asked if he were willing to go to Jerusalem
 and there stand trial on these charges.
 And when Paul appealed that he be held in custody
 for the Emperor's decision,
 I ordered him held until I could send him to Caesar."



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab

R. (19a) The Lord has established his throne in heaven.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Bless the LORD, O my soul;
 and all my being, bless his holy name.
 Bless the LORD, O my soul,
 and forget not all his benefits.

R. The Lord has established his throne in heaven.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,
 so surpassing is his kindness toward those who fear him.
 As far as the east is from the west,
 so far has he put our transgressions from us.

R. The Lord has established his throne in heaven.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD has established his throne in heaven, 
 and his kingdom rules over all.
 Bless the LORD, all you his angels,
 you mighty in strength, who do his bidding.

R. The Lord has established his throne in heaven.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

John 14:26

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Holy Spirit will teach you everything
 and remind you of all I told you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 21:15-19

After Jesus had revealed himself to his disciples and eaten breakfast with them, 
 he said to Simon Peter,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs."
 He then said to Simon Peter a second time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." 
 He said to him, "Tend my sheep."
 He said to him the third time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time,
 "Do you love me?" and he said to him,
 "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep.
 Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger,
 you used to dress yourself and go where you wanted; 
 but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands,
 and someone else will dress you
 and lead you where you do not want to go."
 He said this signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God.
 And when he had said this, he said to him, "Follow me."

Optional Memorial of Saint Rita of Cascia, Religious

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious #737-742.



Reading 1

Philippians 4:4-9

Brothers and sisters:
 Rejoice in the Lord always.
 I shall say it again: rejoice!
 Your kindness should be known to all.
 The Lord is near.
 Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,
 by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
 make your requests known to God.
 Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding
 will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers and sisters,
 whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
 whatever is just, whatever is pure,
 whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious,
 if there is any excellence
 and if there is anything worthy of praise,
 think about these things.
 Keep on doing what you have learned and received
 and heard and seen in me.
 Then the God of peace will be with you.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6

R. (40:5a) Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. (2a) Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. (92:13-14) The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Blessed the man who follows not
 the counsel of the wicked
 Nor walks in the way of sinners,
 nor sits in the company of the insolent,
 But delights in the law of the LORD
 and meditates on his law day and night. 

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. (2a) Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. (92:13-14) The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

He is like a tree
 planted near running water,
 That yields its fruit in due season,
 and whose leaves never fade.
 Whatever he does, prospers. 

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. (2a) Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. (92:13-14) The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Not so, the wicked, not so;
 they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
 For the LORD watches over the way of the just,
 but the way of the wicked vanishes. 

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. (2a) Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. (92:13-14) The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Alleluia

Matthew 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest, says the Lord. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 6:27-38

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "To you who hear I say,
 love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.
 To the person who strikes you on one cheek,
 offer the other one as well,
 and from the person who takes your cloak,
 do not withhold even your tunic.
 Give to everyone who asks of you,
 and from the one who takes what is yours do not demand it back.
 Do to others as you would have them do to you.
 For if you love those who love you,
 what credit is that to you?
 Even sinners love those who love them.
 And if you do good to those who do good to you,
 what credit is that to you?
 Even sinners do the same.
 If you lend money to those from whom you expect repayment,
 what credit is that to you?
 Even sinners lend to sinners,
 and get back the same amount.
 But rather, love your enemies and do good to them,
 and lend expecting nothing back;
 then your reward will be great
 and you will be children of the Most High,
 for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
 Be merciful, just as also your Father is merciful.

"Stop judging and you will not be judged.
 Stop condemning and you will not be condemned.
 Forgive and you will be forgiven.
 Give and gifts will be given to you;
 a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing,
 will be poured into your lap.
 For the measure with which you measure
 will in return be measured out to you."

Reflection
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Friday (May 22):  Do You Love Jesus More Than These?Meditation: The Lord Jesus asked Simon Peter and he asks each one of us a very personal and profound question - do you love me more than anything else that might be very dear to you? How can the love of Jesus Christ be so attractive and so costly at the same time? Jesus on many occasions spoke to his disciples about the nature of God's unquenchable love. God is love (1 John 4:16) because he is the creator and source of all that is true love. His love is unconditional, unmerited, and unlimited. We can't buy it, earn it, demand it. It is a pure gift, freely given, and freely received. God's love doesn't change or waver. It endures because it is eternal and timeless. It's the beginning and the end - the purpose for which God created us and why he wants us to be united with him in a bond of unbreakable love. And it's the essence of what is means to be a son or daughter of God the eternal Father.

Love gives all for the good of others
The Lord Jesus shows us that love is a personal choice and a gift freely given - it is the giving of oneself to another person for their sake. Unselfish love is oriented wholly to the good of the other person for their own welfare and benefit. John the Evangelist tells us that "God so loved the world that he gave us his only-begotten Son" (John 3:16) who took on human flesh for our sake and who died upon the cross for our salvation - to set us free from the power of sin so that we might receive abundant everlasting life and peace with God.

God's love heals and transforms our lives and frees us from fear, selfishness, and greed. It draws us to the very heart of God and it compels us to give him the best we have and all we possess - our gifts, our time, our resources, our full allegiance, and our very lives. Paul the Apostle tells us that God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given us (Romans 5:5). What can quench such love? Certainly fear, sin, pride, indifference, disbelief, and the loss of hope and trust in God's promises and his mercy towards us.

Do you love me more than these?
Why did Jesus question Peter's loyalty and love three times in front of the other apostles? It must have caused Peter great pain and sorrow since he had publicly denied Jesus three times during the night of Jesus' betrayal and condemnation by the religious authorities who had sought to kill him. Now Peter, full of grief and deep remorse, unequivocally stated that he loved his master and was willing to serve and obey him whatever it might cost. When Jesus asks him "do you love me more than these?" Jesus may have pointed to the boats, fishing nets, and catch of fish from the night's work. He may have challenged Peter to abandon his work as a fisherman for the task of shepherding the community of God's people. Jesus may have also pointed to the other disciples and to Peter's previous boast: "Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away" (Matthew 26:33). Peter now makes no boast or comparison but humbly responds: "You know that I love you."

We love because he loved us first
The Lord Jesus calls each one of us, even in our own weakness, sins, and failings, to love him above all else. Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) in his Confession wrote:
"Late have I loved you, O Beauty so ancient and so new. Late have I loved you! ...You shone your Self upon me to drive away my blindness. You breathed your fragrance upon me... and in astonishment I drew my breath...now I pant for you! I tasted you, and now I hunger and thirst for you. You touched me! - and I burn to live within your peace" ( Confession 10:27).
Nothing but our own sinful pride and stubborn wilfullness can keep us from the love of God. He loved us first and our love for him is a response to his exceeding graciousness and mercy towards us. Do you allow God's love to fill your heart and transform your life?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, inflame my heart with your love and burn away everything within it that may be unloving, unkind, ungrateful, unholy, and not in accord with your will. May I always love what you love and reject what is contrary to your love and will for my life.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 23, 2026

Saturday of the Seventh Week of Easter - Mass in the Morning

Reading 1

Acts 28:16-20, 30-31

When he entered Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself,
 with the soldier who was guarding him.

Three days later he called together the leaders of the Jews.
 When they had gathered he said to them, "My brothers,
 although I had done nothing against our people
 or our ancestral customs,
 I was handed over to the Romans as a prisoner from Jerusalem.
 After trying my case the Romans wanted to release me,
 because they found nothing against me deserving the death penalty.
 But when the Jews objected, I was obliged to appeal to Caesar,
 even though I had no accusation to make against my own nation.
 This is the reason, then, I have requested to see you
 and to speak with you, for it is on account of the hope of Israel
 that I wear these chains." 

He remained for two full years in his lodgings.
 He received all who came to him, and with complete assurance
 and without hindrance he proclaimed the Kingdom of God
 and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 11:4, 5 and 7

R. (see 7b) The just will gaze on your face, O Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD is in his holy temple;
 the LORD's throne is in heaven.
 His eyes behold,
 his searching glance is on mankind.

R. The just will gaze on your face, O Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD searches the just and the wicked;
 the lover of violence he hates.
 For the LORD is just, he loves just deeds;
 the upright shall see his face.

R. The just will gaze on your face, O Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

John 16:7, 13

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I will send to you the Spirit of truth, says the Lord;
 he will guide you to all truth.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 21:20-25

Peter turned and saw the disciple following whom Jesus loved,
 the one who had also reclined upon his chest during the supper
 and had said, "Master, who is the one who will betray you?"
 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, "Lord, what about him?"
 Jesus said to him, "What if I want him to remain until I come?
 What concern is it of yours? 
 You follow me."
 So the word spread among the brothers that that disciple would not die.
 But Jesus had not told him that he would not die,
 just "What if I want him to remain until I come?
 What concern is it of yours?"

It is this disciple who testifies to these things
 and has written them, and we know that his testimony is true.
 There are also many other things that Jesus did,
 but if these were to be described individually,
 I do not think the whole world would contain the books
 that would be written.

Reflection
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Saturday (May 23):  The Immensity of What Jesus Has Done for UsMeditation: Why do we often compare ourselves with others? Do we envy those who seem more fortunate than ourselves? Why did Peter question Jesus about John's future? Jesus had predicted that Peter was to suffer and die as a martyr for his faith. What would John's fate be? Jesus seems to indicate that John would live a long life - in fact he outlived all the other apostles.

Jesus says, "Follow me and you will have life in abundance"
While Peter and John were both called as disciples of Jesus, each was given a particular task and mission to fulfill. When Peter questions John's role, Jesus responds, "What is that to you? Follow me!" Peter's given task was to "shepherd the sheep of Christ," and in the end to die as a martyr for the Lord Jesus. John's role was preeminently to witness to the risen Lord Jesus and to give his testimony to the Gospel account of Jesus' identity as the divine Son of God who became a man to save us from sin, Satan, and death (John 20:31). John lived to long age and wrote the Gospel as his testimony to the reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Jesus does not cease to do great works of power and love through his people today
John ends his Gospel with an astonishing remark: "Human books cannot exhaust the person and work of Jesus Christ." His power is inexhaustible, his grace is limitless, his wisdom unfathomable, his triumphs are innumerable, and his love is unquenchable. We can never say enough of the power, majesty and glory which belongs to Jesus Christ alone. Do you witness to others the joy of the Gospel message that Jesus died for us to bring us new life, freedom, love and power to live as his disciples?

Prayer: May the power of your love, Lord Christ, fiery and sweet as honey, so absorb our hearts as to withdraw them from all that is under heaven. Grant that we may be ready to die for love of your love, as you died for love of our love." (Prayer of Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 24, 2026

Pentecost Sunday - Vigil Mass



Mass during the Day



Extended Vigil

Reading I

Genesis 11:1-9

The whole world spoke the same language, using the same words.
 While the people were migrating in the east,
 they came upon a valley in the land of Shinar and settled there.
 They said to one another,
 “Come, let us mold bricks and harden them with fire.”
 They used bricks for stone, and bitumen for mortar.
 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city
 and a tower with its top in the sky,
 and so make a name for ourselves;
 otherwise we shall be scattered all over the earth.”

The LORD came down to see the city and the tower
 that the people had built.
 Then the LORD said: “If now, while they are one people,
 all speaking the same language,
 they have started to do this,
 nothing will later stop them from doing whatever they presume to do.
 Let us then go down there and confuse their language,
 so that one will not understand what another says.”
 Thus the LORD scattered them from there all over the earth,
 and they stopped building the city.
 That is why it was called Babel,
 because there the LORD confused the speech of all the world.
 It was from that place that he scattered them all over the earth.

OR:

Exodus 19:3-8a, 16-20b

Moses went up the mountain to God.
 Then the LORD called to him and said,
 “Thus shall you say to the house of Jacob;

tell the Israelites:
 You have seen for yourselves how I treated the Egyptians
 and how I bore you up on eagle wings
 and brought you here to myself.
 Therefore, if you hearken to my voice and keep my covenant,
 you shall be my special possession,
 dearer to me than all other people,
 though all the earth is mine.
 You shall be to me a kingdom of priests, a holy nation.
 That is what you must tell the Israelites.”
 So Moses went and summoned the elders of the people.
 When he set before them
 all that the LORD had ordered him to tell them,
 the people all answered together,
 “Everything the LORD has said, we will do.”

On the morning of the third day
 there were peals of thunder and lightning,
 and a heavy cloud over the mountain,
 and a very loud trumpet blast,
 so that all the people in the camp trembled.
 But Moses led the people out of the camp to meet God,
 and they stationed themselves at the foot of the mountain.
 Mount Sinai was all wrapped in smoke,
 for the LORD came down upon it in fire.
 The smoke rose from it as though from a furnace,
 and the whole mountain trembled violently.
 The trumpet blast grew louder and louder, while Moses was speaking,
 and God answering him with thunder.

When the LORD came down to the top of Mount Sinai,
 he summoned Moses to the top of the mountain.

OR:

Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD came upon me,
 and he led me out in the spirit of the LORD
 and set me in the center of the plain,
 which was now filled with bones.
 He made me walk among the bones in every direction
 so that I saw how many they were on the surface of the plain.
 How dry they were!
 He asked me:

Son of man, can these bones come to life?
 I answered, “Lord GOD, you alone know that.”
 Then he said to me:
 Prophesy over these bones, and say to them:
 Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD!
 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones:
 See! I will bring spirit into you, that you may come to life.
 I will put sinews upon you, make flesh grow over you,
 cover you with skin, and put spirit in you
 so that you may come to life and know that I am the LORD.
 I, Ezekiel, prophesied as I had been told,
 and even as I was prophesying I heard a noise;
 it was a rattling as the bones came together, bone joining bone.
 I saw the sinews and the flesh come upon them,
 and the skin cover them, but there was no spirit in them.
 Then the LORD said to me:
 Prophesy to the spirit, prophesy, son of man,
 and say to the spirit: Thus says the Lord GOD:
 From the four winds come, O spirit,
 and breathe into these slain that they may come to life.
 I prophesied as he told me, and the spirit came into them;
 they came alive and stood upright, a vast army.
 Then he said to me:
 Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
 They have been saying,
 “Our bones are dried up,
 our hope is lost, and we are cut off.”
 Therefore, prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD:
 O my people, I will open your graves
 and have you rise from them,
 and bring you back to the land of Israel.
 Then you shall know that I am the LORD,
 when I open your graves and have you rise from them,
 O my people!
 I will put my spirit in you that you may live,
 and I will settle you upon your land;
 thus you shall know that I am the LORD.
 I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD.

OR: 

Joel 3:1-5

Thus says the LORD:
 I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh.
 Your sons and daughters shall prophesy,
 your old men shall dream dreams,
 your young men shall see visions;
 even upon the servants and the handmaids,
 in those days, I will pour out my spirit.
 And I will work wonders in the heavens and on the earth,
 blood, fire, and columns of smoke;
 the sun will be turned to darkness,
 and the moon to blood,
 at the coming of the day of the LORD,
 the great and terrible day.
 Then everyone shall be rescued
 who calls on the name of the LORD;
 for on Mount Zion there shall be a remnant,
 as the LORD has said,
 and in Jerusalem survivors
 whom the LORD shall call.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30

R. (cf. 30) Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Bless the LORD, O my soul!
 O LORD, my God, you are great indeed!
 You are clothed with majesty and glory,
 robed in light as with a cloak.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

How manifold are your works, O LORD!
 In wisdom you have wrought them all --
 the earth is full of your creatures;
 bless the LORD, O my soul! Alleluia.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Creatures all look to you
 to give them food in due time.
 When you give it to them, they gather it;
 when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

If you take away their breath, they perish
 and return to their dust.
 When you send forth your spirit, they are created,
 and you renew the face of the earth.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Reading II

Romans 8:22-27

Brothers and sisters:
 We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now;
 and not only that, but we ourselves,
 who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
 we also groan within ourselves
 as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.
 For in hope we were saved.
 Now hope that sees is not hope.
 For who hopes for what one sees?
 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait with endurance.

In the same way, the Spirit too comes to the aid of our weakness;
 for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
 but the Spirit himself intercedes with inexpressible groanings.
 And the one who searches hearts
 knows what is the intention of the Spirit,
 because he intercedes for the holy ones
 according to God’s will.

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful
 and kindle in them the fire of your love.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 7:37-39

On the last and greatest day of the feast,
 Jesus stood up and exclaimed,
 “Let anyone who thirsts come to me and drink.
 As Scripture says:
 Rivers of living water will flow from within him who believes in me.”

He said this in reference to the Spirit
 that those who came to believe in him were to receive.
 There was, of course, no Spirit yet,
 because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

Pentecost Sunday - Mass during the Day 

Reading 1

Acts 2:1-11

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled,
 they were all in one place together.
 And suddenly there came from the sky
 a noise like a strong driving wind,
 and it filled the entire house in which they were.
 Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire,
 which parted and came to rest on each one of them.
 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
 and began to speak in different tongues,
 as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven
 staying in Jerusalem.
 At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd,
 but they were confused
 because each one heard them speaking in his own language.
 They were astounded, and in amazement they asked,
 "Are not all these people who are speaking Galileans?
 Then how does each of us hear them in his native language?
 We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites,
 inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
 Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia,
 Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene,
 as well as travelers from Rome,
 both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs,
 yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues
 of the mighty acts of God."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 

R. (cf. 30) Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Bless the LORD, O my soul!
 O LORD, my God, you are great indeed!
 How manifold are your works, O LORD!
 the earth is full of your creatures;

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
 may the LORD be glad in his works!
 Pleasing to him be my theme;
 I will be glad in the LORD.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

If you take away their breath, they perish
 and return to their dust.
 When you send forth your spirit, they are created,
 and you renew the face of the earth.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Reading 2

1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13

Brothers and sisters:
 No one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit;
 there are different forms of service but the same Lord;
 there are different workings but the same God
 who produces all of them in everyone.
 To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit
 is given for some benefit.

As a body is one though it has many parts,
 and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body,
 so also Christ.
 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body,
 whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons,
 and we were all given to drink of one Spirit.

Sequence — Veni, Sancte Spiritus
 Come, Holy Spirit, come!
 And from your celestial home
 Shed a ray of light divine!

Come, Father of the poor!
 Come, source of all our store!
 Come, within our bosoms shine.

You, of comforters the best;
 You, the soul’s most welcome guest;
 Sweet refreshment here below;

In our labor, rest most sweet;
 Grateful coolness in the heat;
 Solace in the midst of woe.

O most blessed Light divine,
 Shine within these hearts of yours,
 And our inmost being fill!

Where you are not, we have naught,
 Nothing good in deed or thought,
 Nothing free from taint of ill.

Heal our wounds, our strength renew;
 On our dryness pour your dew;
 Wash the stains of guilt away:

Bend the stubborn heart and will;
 Melt the frozen, warm the chill;
 Guide the steps that go astray.

On the faithful, who adore
 And confess you, evermore
 In your sevenfold gift descend;

Give them virtue’s sure reward;
 Give them your salvation, Lord;
 Give them joys that never end. Amen.
 Alleluia.



Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
 and kindle in them the fire of your love.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 20:19-23

On the evening of that first day of the week,
 when the doors were locked, where the disciples were,
 for fear of the Jews,
 Jesus came and stood in their midst
 and said to them, "Peace be with you."
 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
 The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
 Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you.
 As the Father has sent me, so I send you."
 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
 "Receive the Holy Spirit.
 Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,
 and whose sins you retain are retained."

Pentecost Sunday
 Extended Vigil

Reading 1

Genesis 11:1-9

The whole world spoke the same language, using the same words.
 While the people were migrating in the east,
 they came upon a valley in the land of Shinar and settled there.
 They said to one another,
 "Come, let us mold bricks and harden them with fire."
 They used bricks for stone, and bitumen for mortar.
 Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city
 and a tower with its top in the sky,
 and so make a name for ourselves;
 otherwise we shall be scattered all over the earth."

The LORD came down to see the city and the tower
 that the people had built.
 Then the LORD said: ""If now, while they are one people,
 all speaking the same language,
 they have started to do this,
 nothing will later stop them from doing whatever they presume to do.
 Let us then go down there and confuse their language,
 so that one will not understand what another says.""
 Thus the LORD scattered them from there all over the earth,
 and they stopped building the city.
 That is why it was called Babel,
 because there the LORD confused the speech of all the world.
 It was from that place that he scattered them all over the earth.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 33:10-11, 12-13, 14-15

R. (12) Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

The LORD brings to nought the plans of nations;
 he foils the designs of peoples.
 But the plan of the LORD stands forever;
 the design of his heart, through all generations.

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

Blessed the nation whose God is the LORD,
 the people he has chosen for his own inheritance.
 From heaven the LORD looks down;
 he sees all mankind.

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

From his fixed throne he beholds
 all who dwell on the earth,
 He who fashioned the heart of each,
 he who knows all their works.

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

Reading 2

Exodus 19:3-8a, 16-20b

Moses went up the mountain to God.
 Then the LORD called to him and said,
 ""Thus shall you say to the house of Jacob;
 tell the Israelites:
 You have seen for yourselves how I treated the Egyptians
 and how I bore you up on eagle wings
 and brought you here to myself.
 Therefore, if you hearken to my voice and keep my covenant,
 you shall be my special possession,
 dearer to me than all other people,
 though all the earth is mine.
 You shall be to me a kingdom of priests, a holy nation.
 That is what you must tell the Israelites.""
 So Moses went and summoned the elders of the people.
 When he set before them
 all that the LORD had ordered him to tell them,
 the people all answered together,
 ""Everything the LORD has said, we will do.""

On the morning of the third day
 there were peals of thunder and lightning,
 and a heavy cloud over the mountain,
 and a very loud trumpet blast,
 so that all the people in the camp trembled.
 But Moses led the people out of the camp to meet God,
 and they stationed themselves at the foot of the mountain.
 Mount Sinai was all wrapped in smoke,
 for the LORD came down upon it in fire.
 The smoke rose from it as though from a furnace,
 and the whole mountain trembled violently.
 The trumpet blast grew louder and louder, while Moses was speaking,
 and God answering him with thunder.

When the LORD came down to the top of Mount Sinai,
 he summoned Moses to the top of the mountain.

Responsorial Psalm 

Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56

R. (52b) Glory and praise forever!

"Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all forever;
 And blessed is your holy and glorious name,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all for all ages."

R. Glory and praise forever!

"Blessed are you in the temple of your holy glory,
 praiseworthy and glorious above all forever."

R. Glory and praise forever!

"Blessed are you on the throne of your Kingdom,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all forever."

R. Glory and praise forever!

"Blessed are you who look into the depths
 from your throne upon the cherubim,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all forever."

R. Glory and praise forever!

"Blessed are you in the firmament of heaven,
 praiseworthy and glorious forever."

R. Glory and praise forever!

OR:

 PSALM 19:8, 9, 10, 11

R. (John 6:68c) Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

The law of the LORD is perfect,
 refreshing the soul;
 The decree of the LORD is trustworthy,
 giving wisdom to the simple.

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

The precepts of the LORD are right,
 rejoicing the heart;
 The command of the LORD is clear,
 enlightening the eye.

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

The fear of the LORD is pure,
 enduring forever;
 The ordinances of the LORD are true,
 all of them just.

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

They are more precious than gold,
 than a heap of purest gold;
 Sweeter also than syrup
 or honey from the comb.

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

Reading 3

Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD came upon me,
 and he led me out in the spirit of the LORD
 and set me in the center of the plain,
 which was now filled with bones.
 He made me walk among the bones in every direction
 so that I saw how many they were on the surface of the plain.
 How dry they were!
 He asked me:
 Son of man, can these bones come to life?
 I answered, ""Lord GOD, you alone know that.""
 Then he said to me:
 Prophesy over these bones, and say to them:
 Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD!
 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones:
 See! I will bring spirit into you, that you may come to life.
 I will put sinews upon you, make flesh grow over you,
 cover you with skin, and put spirit in you
 so that you may come to life and know that I am the LORD.
 I, Ezekiel, prophesied as I had been told,
 and even as I was prophesying I heard a noise;
 it was a rattling as the bones came together, bone joining bone.
 I saw the sinews and the flesh come upon them,
 and the skin cover them, but there was no spirit in them.
 Then the LORD said to me:
 Prophesy to the spirit, prophesy, son of man,
 and say to the spirit: Thus says the Lord GOD:
 From the four winds come, O spirit,
 and breathe into these slain that they may come to life.
 I prophesied as he told me, and the spirit came into them;
 they came alive and stood upright, a vast army.
 Then he said to me:
 Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
 They have been saying,
 ""Our bones are dried up,
 our hope is lost, and we are cut off.""
 Therefore, prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD:
 O my people, I will open your graves
 and have you rise from them,
 and bring you back to the land of Israel.
 Then you shall know that I am the LORD,
 when I open your graves and have you rise from them,
 O my people!
 I will put my spirit in you that you may live,
 and I will settle you upon your land;
 thus you shall know that I am the LORD.
 I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9

R. (1) Give thanks to the Lord; his love is everlasting.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Let the redeemed of the LORD say,
 those whom he has redeemed from the hand of the foe
 And gathered from the lands,
 from the east and the west, from the north and the south.

R. Give thanks to the Lord; his love is everlasting.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

They went astray in the desert wilderness;
 the way to an inhabited city they did not find.
 Hungry and thirsty,
 their life was wasting away within them.

R. Give thanks to the Lord; his love is everlasting.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

They cried to the LORD in their distress;
 from their straits he rescued them.
 And he led them by a direct way
 to reach an inhabited city.

R. Give thanks to the Lord; his love is everlasting.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy
 and his wondrous deeds to the children of men,
 Because he satisfied the longing soul
 and filled the hungry soul with good things.

R. Give thanks to the Lord; his love is everlasting.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Reading 4 

Joel 3:1-5

Thus says the LORD:
 I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh.
 Your sons and daughters shall prophesy,
 your old men shall dream dreams,
 your young men shall see visions;
 even upon the servants and the handmaids,
 in those days, I will pour out my spirit.
 And I will work wonders in the heavens and on the earth,
 blood, fire, and columns of smoke;
 the sun will be turned to darkness,
 and the moon to blood,
 at the coming of the day of the LORD,
 the great and terrible day.
 Then everyone shall be rescued
 who calls on the name of the LORD;
 for on Mount Zion there shall be a remnant,
 as the LORD has said,
 and in Jerusalem survivors
 whom the LORD shall call.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29-30

R. (cf. 30) Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Bless the LORD, O my soul!
 O LORD, my God, you are great indeed!
 You are clothed with majesty and glory,
 robed in light as with a cloak.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

How manifold are your works, O LORD!
 In wisdom you have wrought them all—
 the earth is full of your creatures;
 bless the LORD, O my soul! Alleluia.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Creatures all look to you
 to give them food in due time.
 When you give it to them, they gather it;
 when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

If you take away their breath, they perish
 and return to their dust.
 When you send forth your spirit, they are created,
 and you renew the face of the earth.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Epistle

Romans 8:22-27

Brothers and sisters:
 We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now;
 and not only that, but we ourselves,
 who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
 we also groan within ourselves
 as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.
 For in hope we were saved.
 Now hope that sees is not hope.
 For who hopes for what one sees?
 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait with endurance.

In the same way, the Spirit too comes to the aid of our weakness;
 for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
 but the Spirit himself intercedes with inexpressible groanings.
 And the one who searches hearts
 knows what is the intention of the Spirit,
 because he intercedes for the holy ones
 according to God's will.

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
 and kindle in them the fire of your love.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 7:37-39

Jesus stood up and exclaimed,
 "Let anyone who thirsts come to me and drink.
 As Scripture says:
 Rivers of living water will flow from within him who believes in me."

He said this in reference to the Spirit
 that those who came to believe in him were to receive.
 There was, of course, no Spirit yet,
 because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

Reflection



Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


Pentecost Sunday  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. Introduction Pentecost is an Israelite-Jewish festival. In Exodus 23:14-17 it is called simply the harvest festival, the feast of first-fruits of the grain harvest. In Exodus 34:22 it is called the feast of weeks, the first-fruits of the grain harvest. In Leviticus 23:15-21 the feast is reckoned by counting seven weeks from the beginning of the grain harvest; it is a day of Sabbatical observance. In Numbers 28:26-31 it is called the feast of weeks, the day of first-fruits. In Deuteronomy 16:9-12 it is the feast of weeks, which occurs seven weeks after the beginning of the grain harvest. It is one of the three major festivals in all the older lists of feasts. It is probable that it was later in origin than Passover and did not take form until the Israelites had become a primarily agricultural community in Canaan. The time of the festival in its original celebration must have been indefinite, since the beginning of the grain harvest cant be put at a certain day in the calendar. The beginning of the grain harvest corresponds with the feast of Matzoth (unleavened bread). When Passover and Matzoth were combined and set on the 14th of Nisan, the festival of weeks received a regular date in the calendar seven weeks (50 days) after Passover. As a major feast, all Jewish males over the age of 12 were expected to try to celebrate it in Jerusalem. 

 

1st Reading - Acts 2:1-11 

 
 The setting is 50 days after the first Easter, 10 days since Christ has ascended and left the disciples with responsibility for administering His Church. Before He ascended He had told them Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4-5). So, after the ascension, the disciples returned to Jerusalem and the Upper Room. While there, the eleven selected by lot Matthias to take Judas place, showing that the office of Bishop is to be a perpetual office [as Acts 1:20 (KJV) says, quoting Psalm 109:8, and his bishopric let another take]. 2:1 When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place together. 120    people (Acts 1:15) in the same house? Must be a big place. Remember, there was no indoor plumbing in those days. 1    2    And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were. There is a phonetic relationship in the Greek between pnue (wind) and pneuma (spirit). In Hebrew the word ruah is the same for wind, breath, spirit. 3    Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. Compare with Isaiah 66:15-20. With storm wind and fire the heavenly origin of the Spirit is expressed, and with its division, its destination in all members of the assembly. 4    And they were all filled with the holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. The tongues of fire yield foreign tongues. 5    Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven staying in Jerusalem. A startling change from the confines of the house to the surrounding area. The Jews represent the ingathering of Israel from their dispersion among all the nations. Recall this is one of the feasts where one ventured to Jerusalem. 6    At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, but they were confused because each one heard them speaking in his own language. The miracle is not in the hearing; the Spirit is in the speakers who speak in these foreign tongues. The root of the word translated as confused is the same as the word used in the Septuagint to describe the effect of the tower of Babel. The effect is reversed here. 7    They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, AAre not all these people who are speaking Galileans? Note the change in attitude of the crowd; from confused, to astounded, to amazed. 8    Then how does each of us hear them in his own native language? 9 We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, A more or less geographical sweep from east to west. Gives the impression of universality. as well as travelers from Rome, 2    Breaking with the geographical sweep, Luke moves to the center of the Roman empire; perhaps to prepare the way for Peter and Paul to settle there. 11    both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, As a conclusion to the list, western-most and eastern-most yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues of the mighty acts of God. This is what the disciples expressed themselves and made bold proclamation. Thus was the Church born. In one fell swoop, the disciples are transformed from timid persons holed up in a room to proud proclaimers of the marvels which God has accomplished. 

 

2nd Reading -1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 

 
 This reading should sound familiar to us as we heard the first half of it the 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time and the remainder of it the 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time (Cycle C). Paul is advising the Corinthians about the gifts of the Holy Spirit and how these gifts are to be used to promote the common good. 3b [N]o one can say, Jesus is Lord, except by the holy Spirit. The Corinthians had inquired as to which gift of the Holy Spirit was greater than another and had probably stopped living the Christian life as they became concerned about their own image and status. Paul undermines any spiritual elitism by reminding them that they had all made this baptismal confession (Romans 10:9). If no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Spirit, what can we say about those who do name His name but do not have the Spirit? Here we have to understand that Paul was not talking about catechumens who had not yet been baptized but about believers and unbelievers. [Saint John Chrysostom (A.D. 392), Homilies on the First Epistle to the Corinthians 29,3] 4    There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; 5 there are different forms of service but the same Lord; 6 there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. The three-fold comparison of different – same contrasts different actions with the same common origin to emphasize that all, no matter how great or small they are perceived to be, have the same origin and therefore the same value. 3    7    To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. These gifts are not for us to hold but for us to share. If we do not share the gifts, then the common good suffers. Each person receives a gift to that, governing his life by divine constraints, he may be useful both to himself and to others while presenting an example of good behavior. [The Ambrosiaster (between A.D. 366 - 384), Commentaries on Thirteen Pauline Epistles] 12    As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, so also Christ. Paul continues this comparison by pointing out that the human body needs different parts to perform different functions; all of which benefit the whole. Since the Church is the Body of Christ, it too is formed of many different members who are to work together for the benefit of the whole. The whole is greater than the sum of its parts. 13    For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit. The diversity of the Church is rooted in its unity. The Spirit is within the Church and we are called to share a common existence in Christ. 

 

Gospel - John 20:19-23 

 
 This reading should also sound familiar as we heard it last on the 2nd Sunday of Easter (Cycle B). What we hear about is Jesus first appearance to the apostles. 19    On the evening of that first day of the week, The first Easter Sunday. All Jesus appearances after Easter which are dated (time coded) are on a Sunday. when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst Through locked doors. The disciples had barricaded themselves in the Upper Room because they were afraid that what had happened to Jesus would happen to them also. After all, they had been His followers. and said to them, Peace be with you. Shalom. An ordinary greeting which the Israelite conceived as a gift of Yahweh. The word Shalom does not translate well; peace is usually used in English translations but it does 4    not connote the rich meaning: completeness, perfection, a condition in which nothing is lacking. 20    When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The wounds of crucifixion. There is no indication that, like Thomas, the others probed the wounds with their fingers. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. All was not lost after all; their leader had returned. 21    (Jesus) said to them again, Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. Jesus was sent with authority to bring about healing and repentance; to heal the Church through forgiveness of sins. The sinful nature of man is what had kept him from God all through the Old Covenant. He is sending them with the same authority with which He was given. 22    And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, Receive the holy Spirit. There is a beautiful play on the Hebrew word ruah which is the same for breath, wind, and spirit. If you recall the Baltimore Catechism definition of a sacrament, what we have here is a sacrament in one verse: an outward sign (He breathed on them) instituted by Christ (He who did the breathing) to give grace (receive the Holy Spirit). 23    Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained. The disciples (and their successors by extension) have the authority to forgive sins in Jesus name. The mission of reconciliation was so important to God that He sent His Son to institute the practice. Only through reconciliation with God can we act as His sons and daughters; including eat the family meal (Eucharist) which binds us all together. I dont go to a man to confess to my sins; only God can forgive sins says the Protestant. Neither do I responds the Catholic, I go to Gods duly appointed and commissioned representative who was given the responsibility of forgiving (or binding) my sins as God works through him. James 5:13-16 says Is any one among you suffering? Let him pray. Is any cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is any among you sick? Let him call for the elders (presbyters) of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects. Notice that you are to call the presbyters (this is the root word 5    for priests) and confess your sins to him. Why do I confess to a priest? Because the Bible (and God) tells me to! 
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Sunday (May 24):  They Were All Filled with the Holy Spirit!Meditation: Do you know and experience in your own life the gift and power of the Holy Spirit? After his death and resurrection Jesus promised to give his disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit. He said to them, Receive the Holy Spirit! (John 20:22) Jesus knew that his disciples would need the power of the Holy Spirit to carry out the mission entrusted to them. The gift of the Holy Spirit was conditional upon the ascension of Jesus to the right hand of the Father. That is why Jesus instructed the apostles to wait in Jerusalem until you are clothed with power from on high (Luke 24:49). Why did they need power from on high ? The Gospels tell us that Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit when he was baptized at the Jordan River: "And John bore witness, 'I saw the Spirit descend as a dove from heaven, and it remained on him... this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit'" (John 1:32,33; Mark 1:8; Matthew 3:11).

"And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit , returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit for forty days in the wilderness... and Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee" (Luke 4:1,14).
Just as Jesus was anointed with the Spirit at the beginning of his ministry, so the disciples needed the anointing of the Holy Spirit to carry out the mission entrusted to them by Jesus. The Holy Spirit is given to all who are baptized into Jesus Christ to enable us to live a new way of life - a life of love, peace, joy, and righteousness (Romans 14:17). The Holy Spirit fills our hearts with the love of God (Romans 5:7), and he gives us the strength and courage we need in order to live as faith-filled disciples of the Lord Jesus. The Spirit helps us in our weakness (Romans 8:26), and enables us to grow in spiritual freedom - freedom from doubt, fear, and from slavery to our unruly desires (2 Corinthians 3:17; Romans 8:21). The Spirit instructs us in the ways of God, and guides us in living according to God's will. The Spirit is the source and giver of all holiness. Isaiah foretold the seven-fold gifts that the Spirit would give: wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord (Isaiah 11:2).

The gift of Pentecost - the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and the spiritual gifts and blessings of God - are made possible through the death, resurrection, and ascension of the Lord Jesus. After his resurrection Jesus "breathed" on his disciples and gave them the Holy Spirit. Just as God breathed life into Adam, so the gift of the Holy Spirit is an impartation of "new life" for his people. With the gift of the Holy Spirit a new creation begins. God recreates us for his glory. Jesus' gift of peace to his disciples was more than an absence of trouble. His peace included the forgiveness of sins and the fullness of everything good. Do you want power to live a faith-filled life as a disciple of Jesus? Ask the Father to fill you with the power of his Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13).

Basil the Great (329-379 AD), an early church father, explains the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives: "The Spirit restores paradise to us and the way to heaven and adoption as children of God; he instills confidence that we may call God truly Father and grants us the grace of Christ to be children of the light and to enjoy eternal glory. In a word, he bestows the fullness of blessings in this world and the next; for we may contemplate now in the mirror of faith the promised things we shall someday enjoy. If this is the foretaste, what must the reality be? If these are the first fruits, what must be the harvest?" (From the treatise by Basil on The Holy Spirit )
The Lord Jesus offers each one of us the gift and power of his Holy Spirit. He wants to make our faith strong, give us hope that endures, and a love that never grows cold. He never refuses to give his Spirit to those who ask with expectant faith. Jesus instructed his disciples to ask confidently for the gift of the Spirit: "If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" (Luke 11:13). Do you thirst for God and for the abundant life he offers through the gift of his Spirit?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I thank you for the gift of Pentecost and for the new life you offer in the Holy Spirit. Fill me with your Holy Spirit and set my heart ablaze with the fire of your love that I may serve you in joy and freedom.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 25, 2026

Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church

Reading I

Genesis 3:9-15, 20

After Adam had eaten of the tree,
 the LORD God called to him and asked him, “Where are you?”
 He answered, “I heard you in the garden;
 but I was afraid, because I was naked,
 so I hid myself.”
 Then he asked, “Who told you that you were naked?
 You have eaten, then,
 from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat!”
 The man replied, “The woman whom you put here with me—
 she gave me fruit from the tree, and so I ate it.”
 The LORD God then asked the woman,
 “Why did you do such a thing?”
 The woman answered, “The serpent tricked me into it, so I ate it.”

Then the LORD God said to the serpent:
 “Because you have done this, you shall be banned
 from all the animals
 and from all the wild creatures;
 On your belly shall you crawl,
 and dirt shall you eat
 all the days of your life.
 I will put enmity between you and the woman,
 and between your offspring and hers;
 He will strike at your head,
 while you strike at his heel.”
 The man called his wife Eve,
 because she became the mother of all the living.

OR:

Acts 1:12-14

After Jesus had been taken up to heaven,
 the Apostles returned to Jerusalem
 from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem,
 a sabbath day’s journey away.

When they entered the city
 they went to the upper room where they were staying,
 Peter and John and James and Andrew,
 Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
 James son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot,
 and Judas son of James.
 All these devoted themselves with one accord to prayer,
 together with some women,
 and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 87:1-2, 3 and 5, 6-7

R. (3) Glorious things are said of you, O city of God!

His foundation upon the holy mountains
 the LORD loves:
 The gates of Zion,
 more than any dwelling of Jacob.

R. Glorious things are said of you, O city of God!

Glorious things are said of you,
 O city of God!
 And of Zion they shall say:
 “One and all were born in her;
 And he who has established her
 is the Most High LORD.”

R. Glorious things are said of you, O city of God!

They shall note, when the peoples are enrolled:
 “This man was born there.”
 And all shall sing, in their festive dance:
 “My home is within you.”

R. Glorious things are said of you, O city of God!

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

O joyful Virgin, who gave birth to the Lord;
 O blessed Mother of the Church,
 who nurture in us the Spirit
 of your Son Jesus Christ!

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 19:25-34

Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother
 and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas,
 and Mary of Magdala.
 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved,
 he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.”
 Then he said to the disciple,
 “Behold, your mother.”
 And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.
 After this, aware that everything was now finished,
 in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled,
 Jesus said, “I thirst.”
 There was a vessel filled with common wine.
 So they put a sponge soaked in wine on a sprig of hyssop
 and put it up to his mouth.
 When Jesus had taken the wine, he said,
 “It is finished.”
 And bowing his head, he handed over the spirit.

Now since it was preparation day,
 in order that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the sabbath,
 for the sabbath day of that week was a solemn one,
 the Jews asked Pilate that their legs be broken
 and they be taken down.
 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first
 and then of the other one who was crucified with Jesus.
 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead,
 they did not break his legs,
 but one soldier thrust his lance into his side,
 and immediately Blood and water flowed out.

Reflection




Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


Monday (May 25):  Give - and You Will Have Treasure in HeavenMeditation: What gives hope and satisfaction to our desire for happiness and security? A young man who had the best the world could offer - wealth and security - came to Jesus because he lacked one thing. He wanted the kind of lasting peace and happiness which money could not buy him. The answer he got, however, was not what he was looking for. He protested that he kept all the commandments - but Jesus spoke to the trouble in his heart. One thing kept him from giving himself whole-heartedly to God. While he lacked nothing in material goods, he was nonetheless possessive of what he had. He placed his hope and security in what he possessed. So when Jesus challenged him to make God his one true possession and treasure, he became sad.

Misplaced hope and treasure
Why did he go away from Jesus with great sorrow and sadness rather than with joy? His treasure and his hope for happiness were misplaced. Jesus challenged the young man because his heart was possessive. He was afraid to give to others for fear that he would lose what he had gained. He sought happiness and security in what he possessed rather than in who he could love and serve and give himself in undivided devotion.

The greatest joy possible
Why does Jesus tell his disciples to "sell all" for the treasure of his kingdom? Treasure has a special connection to the heart, the place of desire and longing, the place of will and focus. The thing we most set our heart on is our highest treasure. The Lord himself is the greatest treasure we can have. Giving up everything else to have the Lord as our treasure is not sorrowful, but the greatest joy. [See Jesus' parable about the treasure hidden in a field in Matthew 13:44 .] Selling all that we have could mean many different things - letting go of attachments, friendships, influences, jobs, entertainments, styles of life - really anything that might stand in the way of our loving God first and foremost in our lives and giving him the best we can with our time, resources, gifts, and service.

The priceless treasure of God's kingdom
Those who are generous towards God and towards their neighbor find that they cannot outmatch God in his generosity towards us. God blesses us with the priceless treasures of his kingdom - freedom from fear and the griping power of sin, selfishness and pride which block his love and grace in our lives; freedom from loneliness, isolation and rejection which keep his children from living together in love, peace, and unity; and freedom from hopelessness, despair, and disillusionment which blind our vision of God's power to heal every hurt, bind every wound, and remove every blemish which mar the image of God within us. God offers us treasure which money cannot buy. He alone can truly satisfy the deepest longing and desires of our heart. Are you willing to part with anything that might keep you from seeking true joy with Jesus?

Why does Jesus issue such a strong warning to the rich (as well as to the rest of us who desire to be rich)? Was he really against wealth? We know that Jesus was not opposed to wealth per se, nor was he opposed to the wealthy. He had many friends who were well-to-do, including some notorious tax collectors! One even became an apostle! Jesus' warning reiterated the teaching of the Old Testament wisdom: Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity than a rich man who is perverse in his ways (Proverbs 28:6; see also Psalm 37:16). Do not wear yourself out to get rich; be wise enough to desist (Proverbs 23:4).

Where do we find true security?
Jesus seems to say that it is nearly impossible for the rich to live as citizens of God's kingdom. The camel was regarded as the largest animal in Palestine. The "eye of the needle" could be interpreted quite literally or it could figuratively describe the narrow and low gate of the city walls which was used by travelers when the larger public gate was locked after dark. A normal sized man had to "lower" himself to enter that gate. A camel would literally have to kneel and crawl through it.

Why is Jesus so cautious about wealth? Wealth can make us falsely independent. The church at Laodicea was warned about their attitude towards wealth and a false sense of security: "For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing" (Revelation 3:17). Wealth can also lead us into hurtful desires and selfishness (see 1 Timothy 6:9-10). Look at the lesson Jesus gave about the rich man and his sons who refused to aid the poor man Lazarus (see Luke 16:19ff). They also neglected to serve God.

We lose what we keep - we gain what we give away
The Scriptures give us a paradox: we lose what we keep and we gain what we give away. Generosity will be amply repaid, both in this life and in eternity (Proverbs 3:9-10, Luke 6:38). Jesus offers us an incomparable treasure which no money can buy and no thief can steal. The thing we most set our heart on is our highest treasure. Material wealth will shackle us to this earth unless we guard our hearts and set our treasure on God and his everlasting kingdom. Where is your treasure?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you have captured our hearts and opened to us the treasures of heaven. May you always be my treasure and delight and may nothing else keep me from giving you my all.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 26, 2026

Memorial of Saint Philip Neri, Priest

Reading 1

1 Peter 1:10-16

Beloved:
 Concerning the salvation of your souls
 the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours
 searched and investigated it
 investigating the time and circumstances
 that the Spirit of Christ within them indicated
 when it testified in advance
 to the sufferings destined for Christ
 and the glories to follow them.
 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you
 with regard to the things that have now been announced to you
 by those who preached the Good News to you
 through the Holy Spirit sent from heaven,
 things into which angels longed to look.

Therefore, gird up the loins of your mind, live soberly,
 and set your hopes completely on the grace to be brought to you
 at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
 Like obedient children,
 do not act in compliance with the desires of your former ignorance
 but, as he who called you is holy,
 be holy yourselves in every aspect of your conduct,
 for it is written, Be holy because I am holy.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4

R. (2a) The Lord has made known his salvation.

Sing to the LORD a new song,
 for he has done wondrous deeds;
 His right hand has won victory for him, 
 his holy arm.

R. The Lord has made known his salvation.

The LORD has made his salvation known:
 in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
 He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
 toward the house of Israel.

R. The Lord has made known his salvation.

All the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation by our God.
 Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
 break into song; sing praise.

R. The Lord has made known his salvation.


 Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Mark 10:28-31

Peter began to say to Jesus,
 "We have given up everything and followed you."
 Jesus said, "Amen, I say to you,
 there is no one who has given up house or brothers or sisters
 or mother or father or children or lands
 for my sake and for the sake of the Gospel
 who will not receive a hundred times more now in this present age:
 houses and brothers and sisters
 and mothers and children and lands,
 with persecutions, and eternal life in the age to come.
 But many that are first will be last, and the last will be first."

Memorial of Saint Philip Neri, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Philippians 4:4-9

Brothers and sisters:
 Rejoice in the Lord always.
 I shall say it again: rejoice!
 Your kindness should be known to all.
 The Lord is near.
 Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,
 by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
 make your requests known to God.
 Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding
 will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers and sisters,
 whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
 whatever is just, whatever is pure,
 whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious,
 if there is any excellence
 and if there is anything worthy of praise,
 think about these things.
 Keep on doing what you have learned and received
 and heard and seen in me.
 Then the God of peace will be with you.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11

R. (2) I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. (9) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear and be glad.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
 for nought is lacking to those who fear him.
 The great grow poor and hungry;
 but those who seek the LORD want for no good thing.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia

John 15:9b, 5b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in my love, says the Lord;
 whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 17:20-26

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said:
 "Holy Father, I pray not only for these,
 but also for those who will believe in me through their word,
 so that they may all be one,
 as you, Father, are in me and I in you,
 that they also may be in us,
 that the world may believe that you sent me.
 And I have given them the glory you gave me,
 so that they may be one, as we are one,
 I in them and you in me,
 that they may be brought to perfection as one,
 that the world may know that you sent me,
 and that you loved them even as you loved me.
 Father, they are your gift to me.
 I wish that where I am they also may be with me,
 that they may see my glory that you gave me,
 because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
 Righteous Father, the world also does not know you,
 but I know you, and they know that you sent me.
 I made known to them your name and I will make it known,
 that the love with which you loved me
 may be in them and I in them."

Reflection
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Tuesday (May 26):  We Have Left Everything and Followed YouMeditation: What's the best investment you can make with your life? The gospel presents us with a paradox: we lose what we keep, and we gain what we give away. When we lose our lives for Jesus Christ, we gain a priceless treasure and an inheritance which lasts forever. Whatever we give to God comes back a hundredfold. Generosity flows from a heart full of gratitude for the abundant mercy and grace which God grants. Do you give freely and generously? And why do you give, for reward or for love?

The Lord Jesus rewards those who follow him
Right after a wealthy young man refused to follow Jesus, Peter, somewhat crudely wanted to know what he and the other disciples would get out of it since they had freely accepted Jesus' offer to follow him unconditionally. Jesus spoke with utter honesty: Those who left all for him would receive a hundred times more now, even in this life, as well as unending life in the age to come. Jesus' disciples can expect opposition and persecution from those who are opposed to Jesus Christ and his Gospel.

The joy and treasure of God's everlasting kingdom
Should we be surprised if we lose favor and experience ridicule, intimidation, and injury when we take a stand for truth and righteousness? In place of material wealth, Jesus promised his disciples the blessing and joy of rich fellowship with the community of believers. No earthly good or possession can rival the joy and bliss of knowing God and the peace and unity he grants to his disciples. The Lord Jesus wants to fill our hearts with the vision of the heavenly kingdom - a kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). Do you know the joy of following the Lord Jesus and serving him? Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with the joy and peace of God which does not pass away and with the assurance of his personal love for you which never fails.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I want to follow you as your disciple and to love you wholeheartedly with all that I have. Fill my heart with faith, hope, and love that I may always find peace and joy in your presence.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 27, 2026

Wednesday of the Eighth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

1 Peter 1:18-25

Beloved:
 Realize that you were ransomed from your futile conduct,
 handed on by your ancestors,
 not with perishable things like silver or gold
 but with the precious Blood of Christ
 as of a spotless unblemished Lamb.
 He was known before the foundation of the world
 but revealed in the final time for you,
 who through him believe in God
 who raised him from the dead and gave him glory,
 so that your faith and hope are in God.

Since you have purified yourselves
 by obedience to the truth for sincere brotherly love,
 love one another intensely from a pure heart.
 You have been born anew,
 not from perishable but from imperishable seed,
 through the living and abiding word of God, for:

"All flesh is like grass,
 and all its glory like the flower of the field;
 the grass withers,
 and the flower wilts;
 but the word of the Lord remains forever."
 This is the word that has been proclaimed to you.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20

R. (12a) Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Glorify the LORD, O Jerusalem;
 praise your God, O Zion.
 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates;
 he has blessed your children within you.

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He has granted peace in your borders;
 with the best of wheat he fills you.
 He sends forth his command to the earth;
 swiftly runs his word!

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He has proclaimed his word to Jacob,
 his statutes and his ordinances to Israel.
 He has not done thus for any other nation;
 his ordinances he has not made known to them. Alleluia.

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

Mark 10:45

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Son of Man came to serve,
 and to give his life as a ransom for many.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Mark 10:32-45

The disciples were on the way, going up to Jerusalem,
 and Jesus went ahead of them.
 They were amazed, and those who followed were afraid.
 Taking the Twelve aside again, he began to tell them
 what was going to happen to him.
 "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man
 will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, 
 and they will condemn him to death
 and hand him over to the Gentiles who will mock him,
 spit upon him, scourge him, and put him to death,
 but after three days he will rise."

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
 came to Jesus and said to him,
 "Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you."
 He replied, "What do you wish me to do for you?"
 They answered him,
 "Grant that in your glory
 we may sit one at your right and the other at your left."
 Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking.
 Can you drink the chalice that I drink
 or be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?"
 They said to him, "We can."
 Jesus said to them, "The chalice that I drink, you will drink,
 and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized;
 but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give
 but is for those for whom it has been prepared."
 When the ten heard this, they became indignant at James and John.
 Jesus summoned them and said to them,
 "You know that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles
 lord it over them,
 and their great ones make their authority over them felt.
 But it shall not be so among you.
 Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant;
 whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all.
 For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve
 and to give his life as a ransom for many."

Optional Memorial of Saint Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #719-724.



Reading 1

1 Thessalonians 2:2b-8

Brothers and sisters:
 We drew courage through our God
 to speak to you the Gospel of God with much struggle.
 Our exhortation was not from delusion or impure motives,
 nor did it work through deception.
 But as we were judged worthy by God to be entrusted with the Gospel,
 that is how we speak,
 not as trying to please men,
 but rather God, who judges our hearts.
 Nor, indeed, did we ever appear with flattering speech, as you know,
 or with a pretext for greed–God is witness–
 nor did we seek praise from men,
 either from you or from others,
 although we were able to impose our weight as Apostles of Christ.
 Rather, we were gentle among you,
 as a nursing mother cares for her children.
 With such affection for you, we were determined to share with you
 not only the Gospel of God, but our very selves as well,
 so dearly beloved had you become to us.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
 give to the LORD glory and praise;
 give to the LORD the glory due his name!

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Alleluia

John 10:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my sheep, and mine know me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 9:35-38

Jesus went around to all the towns and villages,
 teaching in their synagogues,
 proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom,
 and curing every disease and illness.
 At the sight of the crowds, his heart was moved with pity for them
 because they were troubled and abandoned,
 like sheep without a shepherd.
 Then he said to his disciples,
 "The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few;
 so ask the master of the harvest
 to send out laborers for his harvest."

Reflection
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Wednesday (May 27):  Are You Able to Drink the Cup That I Drink?Meditation: Why did Jesus, the Messiah, have to suffer and die for us? Jesus called himself the "Son of Man" both to identify himself with our human condition, subjected to pain and death, and with his divine mission to restore the world to the glory God had intended from the beginning of creation. The 'Son of Man' is a prophetic title for the Messiah recorded in the prophecy of Daniel (see the Book of Daniel 7:13-14). In Jesus' time the Jewish people were looking for a Messiah who would set them free from the oppressive rule of Rome. Jesus came to set people free from the worst oppression of all - the tyranny of endless slavery to sin, Satan, and death. Jesus came to bring us into a new covenant relationship with God that would not end with death but lead to everlasting peace, joy, and abundant new life.

Why did the Messiah have to suffer rejection, condemnation, and death on a cross?
On no less than three different occasions the Gospel accounts record that Jesus predicted he would endure great suffering through betrayal, rejection, and condemnation to tortuous death. The Jews resorted to stoning and the Romans to crucifixion - the most painful and humiliating death they could devise for criminals they wanted to eliminate. No wonder the apostles were greatly distressed at such a prediction! If Jesus their Master were put to death, then they would likely receive the same treatment by their enemies.

Why did Jesus freely and willingly lay down his life for us? Did not God promise that his 'Anointed One' (the literal meaning of 'Messiah' and 'Christ' in Hebrew and Greek) would deliver his people from their oppression and establish a kingdom of peace and justice? The prophet Isaiah had foretold that it was God's will that the "Suffering Servant" make atonement for sins through his suffering and death (Isaiah 53:5-12). Jesus paid the price for our redemption with his own blood. The ransom Jesus paid sets us free from the worst tyranny possible - the tyranny of sin and the fear of death. Jesus' victory did not end with death but triumphed over the tomb when he rose again on the third day. Jesus defeated the powers of death through his resurrection. Do you want the greatest freedom possible, the freedom to live as God truly meant us to live as his sons and daughters?

Jesus weds authority with sacrificial love and service
Jesus did the unthinkable! He wedded authority with selfless service and with loving sacrifice. Authority without sacrificial love is brutish and self-serving. Jesus also used stark language to explain what kind of sacrifice he had in mind. His disciples must drink his cup if they expect to reign with him in his kingdom. The cup he had in mind was a bitter one involving crucifixion. What kind of cup does the Lord have in mind for us? For some disciples such a cup entails physical suffering and the painful struggle of martyrdom. But for many, it entails the long routine of the Christian life, with all its daily sacrifices, disappointments, set-backs, struggles, and temptations.

Through death to self we serve and reign with Christ our victorious Lord
A follower of Jesus must be ready to lay down his or her life in martyrdom and be ready to lay it down each and every day in the little and big sacrifices required. An early church father summed up Jesus' teaching with the expression: to serve is to reign with Christ. We share in God's reign by laying down our lives in humble service as Jesus did for our sake. Are you willing to lay down your life and to serve others as Jesus did?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your death brought life and freedom. Make me a servant of your love, that I may seek to serve rather than be served, and share in your victory over sin, suffering, and death.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 28, 2026

Thursday of the Eighth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

1 Peter 2:2-5, 9-12

Beloved:
 Like newborn infants, long for pure spiritual milk
 so that through it you may grow into salvation,
 for you have tasted that the Lord is good.
 Come to him, a living stone, rejected by human beings
 but chosen and precious in the sight of God,
 and, like living stones,
 let yourselves be built into a spiritual house
 to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices
 acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
 a holy nation, a people of his own,
 so that you may announce the praises of him
 who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Once you were no people
 but now you are God’s people;
 you had not received mercy
 but now you have received mercy.

Beloved, I urge you as aliens and sojourners
 to keep away from worldly desires that wage war against the soul.
 Maintain good conduct among the Gentiles,
 so that if they speak of you as evildoers,
 they may observe your good works
 and glorify God on the day of visitation.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 100:2, 3, 4, 5

R. (2c) Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
 serve the LORD with gladness;
 come before him with joyful song.

R. Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

Know that the LORD is God;
 he made us, his we are;
 his people, the flock he tends.

R. Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
 his courts with praise;
 Give thanks to him;
 bless his name.

R. Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.

The LORD is good:
 his kindness endures forever,
 and his faithfulness, to all generations.

R. Come with joy into the presence of the Lord.


 Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Mark 10:46-52

As Jesus was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a sizable crowd,
 Bartimaeus, a blind man, the son of Timaeus,
 sat by the roadside begging.
 On hearing that it was Jesus of Nazareth,
 he began to cry out and say,
 “Jesus, son of David, have pity on me.” 
 And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent.
 But he kept calling out all the more, “Son of David, have pity on me.”
 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”
 So they called the blind man, saying to him,
 “Take courage; get up, Jesus is calling you.”
 He threw aside his cloak, sprang up, and came to Jesus.
 Jesus said to him in reply, “What do you want me to do for you?”
 The blind man replied to him, “Master, I want to see.”
 Jesus told him, “Go your way; your faith has saved you.”
 Immediately he received his sight
 and followed him on the way.

Reflection
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Thursday (May 28):  What Do You Want Me to Do for You?Meditation: Have you ever encountered a once in a life-time opportunity you knew you could not pass up? Such a moment came for a blind and destitute man, named Bartimaeus. He was determined to get near the one person who could meet his need. He knew who Jesus was and had heard of his fame for healing, but until now had no means of making contact with the Son of David , a clear reference and title for the Messiah.

Seeking Jesus with effort and persistence pays off
It took a lot of "guts" (courage) and persistence for Bartimaeus to get the attention of Jesus over the din of a noisy throng who crowded around Jesus as he made his way out of town. Why was the crowd annoyed with the blind man's persistent shouts? He was disturbing their peace and interrupting Jesus' discourse. It was common for a rabbi to teach as he walked with others. Jesus was on his way to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem and a band of pilgrims followed him. When the crowd tried to silence the blind man he overpowered them with his emotional outburst and thus caught the attention of Jesus.

Goodness and mercy follows those who put their trust in God
This incident reveals something important about how God interacts with us. The blind man was determined to get Jesus' attention and he was persistent in the face of opposition. Jesus could have ignored or rebuffed him because he was disturbing his talk and his audience. Jesus showed that acting was more important than talking. This man was in desperate need and Jesus was ready, not only to empathize with his suffering, but to relieve it as well. A great speaker can command attention and respect, but a man or woman with a helping hand and a big heart is loved more.

What do you want Jesus to do for you?
Why did Jesus put a question to Bartimaeus - "What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus wanted to draw out of him a personal response of faith and trust in his power to heal and make whole. Jesus commends Bartimaeus for recognizing who he is with the eyes of faith and grants him physical sight as well. Do you recognize the Lord Jesus with "eyes of faith" as your merciful Lord and healer? Ask the Lord Jesus to strengthen your faith that you may draw near to him and receive his grace and mercy.


Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I never fail to recognize my need for your grace and mercy. Strengthen my faith and trust in you that I may seek your presence daily and listen to your word with a readiness to follow you who are my All.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 29, 2026

Friday of the Eighth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

1 Peter 4:7-13

Beloved:
 The end of all things is at hand.
 Therefore be serious and sober-minded
 so that you will be able to pray.
 Above all, let your love for one another be intense,
 because love covers a multitude of sins.
 Be hospitable to one another without complaining.
 As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another
 as good stewards of God’s varied grace.
 Whoever preaches, let it be with the words of God;
 whoever serves, let it be with the strength that God supplies,
 so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ,
 to whom belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Beloved, do not be surprised that a trial by fire is occurring among you,
 as if something strange were happening to you.
 But rejoice to the extent that you share in the sufferings of Christ,
 so that when his glory is revealed
 you may also rejoice exultantly.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:10, 11-12, 13

R. (13b) The Lord comes to judge the earth.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. The Lord comes to judge the earth.

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;
 let the sea and what fills it resound;
 let the plains be joyful and all that is in them!
 Then shall all the trees of the forest exult.

R. The Lord comes to judge the earth.

Before the LORD, for he comes;
 for he comes to rule the earth.
 He shall rule the world with justice
 and the peoples with his constancy.

R. The Lord comes to judge the earth.


 Alleluia

See John 15:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I chose you from the world,
 to go and bear fruit that will last, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Mark 11:11-26

Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple area.
 He looked around at everything and, since it was already late,
 went out to Bethany with the Twelve.

The next day as they were leaving Bethany he was hungry.
 Seeing from a distance a fig tree in leaf,
 he went over to see if he could find anything on it.
 When he reached it he found nothing but leaves;
 it was not the time for figs.
 And he said to it in reply, “May no one ever eat of your fruit again!”
 And his disciples heard it.

They came to Jerusalem,
 and on entering the temple area
 he began to drive out those selling and buying there.
 He overturned the tables of the money changers
 and the seats of those who were selling doves.
 He did not permit anyone to carry anything through the temple area.
 Then he taught them saying, “Is it not written:

My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples?
 But you have made it a den of thieves.”

The chief priests and the scribes came to hear of it
 and were seeking a way to put him to death,
 yet they feared him
 because the whole crowd was astonished at his teaching.
 When evening came, they went out of the city.

Early in the morning, as they were walking along,
 they saw the fig tree withered to its roots.
 Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look!
 The fig tree that you cursed has withered.”
 Jesus said to them in reply, “Have faith in God.
 Amen, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain,
 ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’
 and does not doubt in his heart
 but believes that what he says will happen,
 it shall be done for him.
 Therefore I tell you, all that you ask for in prayer,
 believe that you will receive it and it shall be yours.
 When you stand to pray,
 forgive anyone against whom you have a grievance,
 so that your heavenly Father may in turn
 forgive you your transgressions.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Paul VI, Pope

From the Common of Pastors: For a Pope, 
 OR:



Reading 1

1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23

Brothers and sisters:
 If I preach the Gospel, this is no reason for me to boast,
 for an obligation has been imposed on me,
 and woe to me if I do not preach it!
 If I do so willingly, I have a recompense,
 but if unwillingly, then I have been entrusted with a stewardship.
 What then is my recompense?
 That, when I preach,
 I offer the Gospel free of charge
 so as not to make full use of my right in the Gospel.
 Although I am free in regard to all,
 I have made myself a slave to all
 so as to win over as many as possible.
 To the weak I became weak, to win over the weak.
 I have become all things to all, to save at least some.
 All this I do for the sake of the Gospel,
 so that I too may have a share in it.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

R. Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
 give to the LORD glory and praise;
 give to the LORD the glory due his name!

R. Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Alleluia

Mark 1:17

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come after me, says the Lord,
 and I will make you fishers of men. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Matthew 16:13-19

When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi
 he asked his disciples,
 “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah,
 still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
 Simon Peter said in reply,
 “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
 Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.
 For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.
 And so I say to you, you are Peter,
 and upon this rock I will build my Church,
 and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.
 I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
 and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

Reflection
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Friday (May 29):  Have Faith in GodMeditation: Why did Jesus curse a fig tree? Fig trees were a common and important source of food for the Jews. Bad figs or a decaying fig tree was linked with evil deeds and spiritual decay. The unfruitful fig tree symbolized the outcome of Israel's unresponsiveness to the word of God. The prophets depicted the languishing fig tree as signifying the desolation and calamity of Israel due to her unfaithfulness to God (see Joel 1:7,12; Habakuk 3:17; and Jeremiah 8:13).

Faith must be nourished by the word of God
The history of Israel is one long preparation for the coming of the Promised One - the Messiah. But the promise is unfulfilled in those who reject Jesus through their unbelief. (See also Jesus' parable of the barren fig tree in Luke 13:6-9 ). Jesus' cursing of a fig tree is a prophetic action against the faithlessness of those who rejected his message. For faith to be fruitful and productive, it must be nourished with the word of God (2 Timothy 3:16; Colossians 3:16) and be rooted in love and obedience to the truth (Galatians 5:6,7)..

Jesus purifies his people to make them holy
Jesus' cleansing of the temple was another prophetic action. In this incident we see Jesus' startling and swift action in cleansing the temple of those who were using it to exploit the worshipers of God. The money changers took advantage of the poor and forced them to pay many times more than was right - in the house of God no less! Their robbery of the poor was not only dishonoring to God but unjust toward their neighbor. In justification for his audacious action Jesus quotes from the prophets Isaiah (56:7) and Jeremiah (7:11). His act of judgment aims to purify the worship of God's people and to discipline their erring ways.

Pray with expectant faith in God's power and mercy
After this incident Jesus exhorts his disciples to "have faith in God." They are to pray with expectant faith for God's will to be accomplished - no matter how difficult or challenging the situation may appear. The phrase "to remove mountains" was a common Jewish expression for removing difficulties. A wise teacher who could solve difficulties was called a "mountain remover." If we pray with expectant faith God will give us the means to overcome difficulties and obstacles that stand in the way of accomplishing his will for our lives. If we want God to hear our prayers we must forgive those who wrong us as God has forgiven us. Do you pray with expectant faith?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, increase my faith and make my fruitful and effective in serving you and bringing you honor and glory in all that I do. Help me to be merciful and forgiving towards others just as you have been merciful and forgiving towards me.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 30, 2026

Saturday of the Eighth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Jude 17, 20b-25

Beloved, remember the words spoken beforehand
 by the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 Build yourselves up in your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit.
 Keep yourselves in the love of God
 and wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
 that leads to eternal life.
 On those who waver, have mercy; 
 save others by snatching them out of the fire;
 on others have mercy with fear,
 abhorring even the outer garment stained by the flesh.

To the one who is able to keep you from stumbling
 and to present you unblemished and exultant,
 in the presence of his glory,
 to the only God, our savior,
 through Jesus Christ our Lord
 be glory, majesty, power, and authority
 from ages past, now, and for ages to come. Amen.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6

R. (2b) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

O God, you are my God whom I seek;
 for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts 
 like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water. 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary
 to see your power and your glory,
 For your kindness is a greater good than life;
 my lips shall glorify you.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Thus will I bless you while I live;
 lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name.
 As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied,
 and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.


 Alleluia

See Colossians 3:16a, 17c

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly;
 giving thanks to God the Father through him.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Mark 11:27-33

Jesus and his disciples returned once more to Jerusalem.
 As he was walking in the temple area,
 the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders
 approached him and said to him,
 “By what authority are you doing these things?
 Or who gave you this authority to do them?”
 Jesus said to them, “I shall ask you one question.
 Answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 
 Was John’s baptism of heavenly or of human origin? Answer me.”
 They discussed this among themselves and said,
 “If we say, ‘Of heavenly origin,’ he will say,
 ‘Then why did you not believe him?’
 But shall we say, ‘Of human origin’?”– 
 they feared the crowd,
 for they all thought John really was a prophet.
 So they said to Jesus in reply, “We do not know.”
 Then Jesus said to them,
 “Neither shall I tell you by what authority I do these things.”

Reflection
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Saturday (May 30):  Who Gave You This Authority?Meditation: Do you accept the authority of God's word and submit to it with trust and obedience? Many religious leaders took offense at Jesus because they could not accept his authority as coming from God. After Jesus had dramatically cleansed the temple of the traders and money-changers, the Jewish leaders question Jesus to trap him. If he says his authority is divine they will charge him with blasphemy. If he has done this on his own authority they might well arrest him as a mad zealot before he could do more damage.

Jesus' authority to speak and act in his Father's name
Jesus, seeing through their trap, poses a question to them and makes their answer a condition for his answer. Did they accept the work of John the Baptist as divine or human? If they accepted John's work as divine, they would be compelled to accept Jesus as the Messiah. John, a true prophet of God, had in fact attested to Jesus as the Son of God and Messiah who would redeem his people from their sins. The Jewish authorities dodged the question because they were unwilling to face the truth. They did not accept the Baptist and they would not accept Jesus as their Messiah. Jesus told his followers, "if you continue in my word... you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free" (John 8:31-32).

The truth will make you free
The Lord Jesus poses the same question to us today. Do you accept the claim of Jesus - that the Father in heaven sent his only begotten Son into the world to set us free from slavery to sin and to give us eternal life (John 3:16-18). Many want to mold Jesus to their own way of thinking and preferences and to reject or ignore whatever is disagreeable to them. Jesus came to give us the greatest freedom possible - freedom from ignorance, deception, and sin, and the freedom to live as sons and daughters of God in the power of the Holy Spirit. Do you know the joy and freedom of living according to God's word of truth, joy, and eternal life?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your word is life and truth. Instruct my heart that I may grow in the knowledge of your truth and live according to your word.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


May 31, 2026

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity

Reading 1

Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9

Early in the morning Moses went up Mount Sinai
 as the LORD had commanded him,
 taking along the two stone tablets.

Having come down in a cloud, the LORD stood with Moses there
 and proclaimed his name, "LORD."
 Thus the LORD passed before him and cried out,
 "The LORD, the LORD, a merciful and gracious God,
 slow to anger and rich in kindness and fidelity."
 Moses at once bowed down to the ground in worship.
 Then he said, "If I find favor with you, O Lord,
 do come along in our company.
 This is indeed a stiff-necked people; yet pardon our wickedness and sins,
 and receive us as your own."



Responsorial Psalm

Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56

R. (52b) Glory and praise for ever!

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all forever;
 And blessed is your holy and glorious name,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all for all ages.

R. Glory and praise for ever!

Blessed are you in the temple of your holy glory,
 praiseworthy and glorious above all forever.

R. Glory and praise for ever!

Blessed are you on the throne of your kingdom,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all forever.

R. Glory and praise for ever!

Blessed are you who look into the depths
 from your throne upon the cherubim,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all forever.

R. Glory and praise for ever!


 Reading 2

2 Corinthians 13:11-13

Brothers and sisters, rejoice. 
 Mend your ways, encourage one another,
 agree with one another, live in peace,
 and the God of love and peace will be with you.
 Greet one another with a holy kiss.
 All the holy ones greet you.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
 and the love of God
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.



Alleluia

Cf. Revelation 1:8

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit;
 to God who is, who was, and who is to come.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 3:16-18

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
 so that everyone who believes in him might not perish
 but might have eternal life.
 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
 but that the world might be saved through him.
 Whoever believes in him will not be condemned,
 but whoever does not believe has already been condemned,
 because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.


Reflection
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Most Holy Trinity Sunday  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. Introduction The doctrine of the Trinity describes the unique ways that we experience Gods presence in our lives. It is a confusing doctrine, even for adults, because it seems to imply three gods who are yet One God. When we speak of the mystery of creator and creation, we can only apprehend that mystery by analogy, poetry, and symbolic language. What we describe with the doctrine of the Trinity is an experience of God. First, we know God through His creation and through our own creative acts. When we make something, whether it be a piece of furniture or a special meal, we are in touch with God as we shape something into a different form. The intense fulfillment of childbirth is another example of creative time. When we are creative, we feel whole and fulfilled. God is creating through us, and we have a sense of being an instrument for the Divine. We call this way of experiencing God Father. Secondly, we know God in the sense expressed in 1 John 4:16 God is love, and He who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. God is as close to us as the healing love that is shared among His people. It was Jesus who proclaimed this reality by the power of love He showed in His life, death, and resurrection. Using the metaphors of biblical language, we could say that we meet Christ in the acts of love and healing. We know God through the flesh and blood of His presence in our lives and through the power of love that leads us into deeper life. We call this way of experiencing and knowing God Son, since Jesus is called the Son of God. Finally, we feel the spirit and are turned on to Gods power. We know God through the inspiration that comes to us. Our secular use of the word spirit describes very well the experiences of God we feel through spiritedness and inspiration. When I say that certain words came to me in a moment of crisis, I feel I am describing the experience of receiving inspiration. As Christians we simply add the word Holy to the everyday word Spirit to define the spirited way of knowing God in our lives. Thus we can say that we know God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The dogma of the Trinity has not always been clearly defined. In fact, the word trinity does not appear in Holy Scripture (neither does the word pope, purgatory, or catholic for that matter – as our fundamentalist brothers and sisters will be quick to point out). It is not even clear how the doctrine was understood in the time of the apostles. The oldest doctrinal formulation of the Churchs belief in the Trinity is in the Apostles Creed, which, in the form of the ancient Roman baptismal symbol, served as the basis of catechumenical instruction and as a baptismal confession of faith since the second century. 1    In the early Church, Christians began to ponder the mystery of Gods unity and the Trinity and attempted to explain more precisely the relationships among the persons of the Trinity. These efforts led to many errors in the early years, and most of those who tried to describe the relationships ended in heresy. Even the great theologians Tertullian and Origin stumbled into error in their attempts to explain the relationship between the Father and the Son. Arius, around the year A.D. 300, concluded that the Word (logos) of God was created by the Father to be the instrument of all other creation. The Word, or God the Son, was a perfect creature to Arius, but a creature nonetheless. Were this account true, then only the Father would be truly God, and the Son and Holy Spirit would then be divine only through adoption by the Father. In such a case, the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity would become merely a descending hierarchy with the Father extending His grace to the Son and the Holy Spirit, rather than a communion of co-equal and co-eternal persons, who together are the one, true God. Arianism finally died out almost 500 years later at the end of the 7th century. Arianism has been revived by the Jehovahs Witnesses who deny that Jesus is God. The creed which we call the Nicene Creed originated at the Council of Nicea in A.D. 325. It was probably introduced into the western liturgy by the regional Council of Toledo in A.D. 589. That text however, was a Latin translation of the Greek original and came to include a small addition which resulted in major theological disputes: namely that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son, rather than only from the Father. This matter continues to divide Catholic and Protestant Christians from Eastern Orthodox Christians. 

 

1st Reading - Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9 

 
 Our first reading for today describes our Three-in-One God as a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in kindness and fidelity, who pardons our wickedness and sins and receives us as their own. This is what the Trinity does for us. The events leading up to todays first reading are as follows: Moses has led the people out of Egypt and through the desert to Mount Sinai. This journey took about three months during which time they have encountered bad water which Moses, at Gods command, sweetened by casting a tree into it; they have run out of food and God has provided manna and quail; they have no water and Moses, at Gods command, strikes a rock with his staff and water flows forth. Upon arriving at Mount Sinai they set up camp and Moses receives from God the words to speak to the Israelites: Therefore, if you hearken to my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my special possession, dearer to me than all other people, though all the earth is mine. You shall be to me a kingdom of priests, a holy nation. That is what you must tell the Israelites. (Exodus 19:5-6). Moses told the people, through their elders, all 2    that God had told him and the people replied Everything the LORD has said, we will do. (Exodus 19:8). Moses told this to God who further instructed Moses who then consecrated the people and they washed their clothes (purified them) and they were instructed to abstain from sexual relations for three days at which time God would come down upon the mountain and they will hear Him speaking to Moses. Three days later, God comes down upon the mountain in thunder, lightning, and a thick cloud and the people are afraid to approach (the inference is that they have not abstained from sexual relations). God then gives Moses the ten commandments orally along with other instructions and then summons Moses alone to ascend the mountain. Moses ascends and remains on the mountain for forty days during which time he receives the ten commandments in stone. Toward the end of his stay on the mountain, the people prevailed upon Aaron (Moses elder brother) to fashion the golden calf. God became angry and was set to destroy the people and raise from Moses a great nation but Moses reminded God of His covenant with Abraham and God relented. Moses then descended the mountain, caught the people in their revelry, and smashed the stone tablets. The Levites then ordained themselves by slaying three thousand of their kinsmen and neighbors (those who had been partaking in the revelry before the statue). God then commands Moses to make two new tablets and bring them up the mountain. 4b Early the next morning he went up Mount Sinai as the LORD had commanded him, taking along the two stone tablets. 5 Having come down in a cloud, the LORD stood with him there and proclaimed his name, LORD. 6 Thus the LORD passed before him and cried out, The LORD, the LORD, a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in kindness and fidelity. The missing verse is Continuing his kindness for a thousand generations, and forgiving wickedness and crime and sin; yet not declaring the guilty guiltless, but punishing children and grandchildren to the 3rd and 4th generation for their fathers wickedness! This omitted verse echoes the last part of the first commandment which the people have violated (Exodus 20:4-6; Numbers 14:18; Deuteronomy 5:9-10). 8    Moses at once bowed down to the ground in worship. 9 Then he said, If I find favor with you, O Lord, do come along in our company. This is indeed a stiff-necked people; yet pardon our wickedness and sins, and receive us as your own. When God had recalled His covenant with Abraham, He had relented in His punishment but had said that He would no longer accompany the people but would send an angel to lead them (Exodus 33:2-3). Again Moses interceded and asked God to accompany them and God relented (Exodus 33:15-17). The last two sentences of our reading reiterate that request. 3 

 

2nd Reading - 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

 
 Our reading today comes from the final three verses of Saint Pauls letter to the Corinthians. These final words form a greeting and an exhortation to the hearers. 11    Finally, brothers [and sisters], rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live in peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12    Greet one another with a holy kiss. Saint Paul often ends a letter in this way, perhaps transporting to his epistle the liturgical gesture which was used at the Lords Supper according to Justin Martyr, or adapting the customary method of greeting a rabbi (1 Thessalonians 5:26; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 1 Peter 5:14). What is a holy kiss? It is one that is not hypocritical, like the kiss of Judas. The kiss is given in order to stimulate love and instill the right attitude in us toward each other. When we return after an absence, we kiss each other, for our souls hasten to bond together. But there is something else which might be said about this. We are the temple of Christ, and when we kiss each other we are kissing the porch and entrance of the temple. [Saint John Chrysostom (A.D. 392), Homilies on the Second Epistle to the Corinthians 30,2] All the holy ones greet you. Most Protestant translations (and the Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition) number this sentence as verse 13, resulting in one more verse than the other Catholic translations. The saints or holy ones are thought to be the members of the Macedonian churches. This letter is thought to have been composed in Macedonia in the autumn of A.D. 57 after he had left Ephesus. Generally, more persons are associated with Paul in his final greetings than in his words of address. For example, only Timothy is addressed in this letter. 13    The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the holy Spirit be with all of you. In all of the Pauline epistles, this is the richest and most instructive final blessing. Paul explicitly wishes everything necessary for the Corinthians salvation. The Trinitarian distinction of Christ, God, and the Holy Spirit is noteworthy, as is the co-location of the Spirit with Jesus and the Father, who are clearly persons. The naming of Jesus first is probably due to the familial Pauline blessing May the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you (1 Corinthians 16:23; Romans 16:20; Galatians 6:18; Philippians 4:23; etc.). If there is one grace, one peace, one love and one fellowship on the part of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, surely there is one operation, and where there is one operation, certainly the power cannot be divided or the substance separated. [Saint Ambrose of Milan (A.D. 381), The Holy Spirit 1,12,13] 4 

 

Gospel - John 3:16-18 

 
 Our reading for today comes from the much larger story of Jesus encounter with Nicodemus. Nicodemus is mentioned only in Johns gospel (in chapter 3 and also in 7:50 and 19:39); however, the name was a common one. Although the Sanhedrin (the Jewish governing body that was recognized by the Romans), was composed mainly of Sadducees, it also contained Pharisees among its members (Acts 5:34). John 3:1 calls him a ruler of the Jews which probably means he was a member of the Sanhedrin. John 19:39 says he accompanied Joseph of Arimathea (also a member of the Sanhedrin according to Mark 15:43) to claim and bury Jesus body. As a Pharisee, a member of the Sanhedrin, and a rabbi (John 3:10 calls him a teacher of Israel), he represents the quintessential Jew. Jesus is addressing Nicodemus in our gospel reading for today as we hear Saint John give us the essence of the Trinitys work for us: God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him may not die but may have eternal life. God sent the Son into the world that it might be saved through Him. This is how much the Trinity loves us! 16    For God so loved the world The only explanation that we shall ever have of the gift of eternal life made possible for us in the redemption achieved in Christ is the incredible love of God for the world. Although alienated from God, the world is not evil in itself, and remains the object of divine compassion. The world for John is the world of men and their affairs, which is a world subject to sin and darkness. that he gave his only Son, Saint John expresses the gratuity of Gods love, extending even to this extreme. so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. The question of Christ may be resolved only in belief and eternal life, or in rejection and destruction; there is no third alternative. 17    For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Christ has been sent into the world to bring eternal life. 18    Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, Belief is not merely acknowledging Jesus as personal Lord and Savior, but living out that belief by doing whatever He tells you [Marys last words in Scripture, (John 2:5)] no matter how bizarre they may sound [You must eat my flesh and drink my blood (John 6:51-58)]. but whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because he has not 5    believed in the name of the only Son of God. The name in Jewish society is more than an artificial tag that distinguishes one person from another – the name has an identity with the bearer and is capable of acting or receiving in his place. When baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the person becomes a member of Gods family and is invested with the power and authority of that family. He who rejects the name rejects all that it entails and already stands condemned. The Trinity is our truth and holiness, our mercy, kindness and fidelity, our grace and fellowship, our love, our eternal life, and our salvation. What wonderful works the Trinity does for us! 
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Sunday (May 31):  God's Incredible Gift of Love for the WorldMeditation: What does Scripture tell us about God and how he relates to us? When God met with Moses on Mount Sinai and made a covenant with the people of Israel, he revealed the nature of his character and his personal love for them: "The L ORD passed before him, and proclaimed, "The L ORD , the L ORD , a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in mercy and faithfulness'" (Exodus 34:6) .
God is all-loving, faithful, merciful, and forgiving by nature. God's love is supreme because it directs, orders, and shapes everything he does.

Love and judgment
Scripture tells us that God is all just and all loving. How does his love and justice go together? God opposes sin and evil with his just wrath (his righteous anger) and right judgment - and he approaches sinful people and evil doers with mercy ("slow to anger" and "ready to forgive") and discipline ("fatherly correction" and "training in righteousness"). John the Evangelist tells us that the Father sent his Son into the world - not to condemn but to redeem - not to destroy but to heal and restore. Paul the Apostle tells us that "the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23) . God does not desire the death of anyone (Ezekiel 18:23,32, Ezekiel 33:11, Wisdom of Solomon 1:13). Instead he gives us the freedom to choose between life and death - good and evil.

When we choose to sin and to go our own way apart from God, we bring condemnation upon ourselves. Sin draws us away from God and leads to a spiritual death - a death that is worse than physical loss of life because it results in a hopeless life of misery and separation from God's peace and joy. Jesus was sent on a rescue mission to free us from slavery to sin and death and to bring us the abundant life which will never end. His death brought us true freedom and abundant new life in his Spirit - as well as pardon, reconciliation and adoption as sons and daughters of God.

Jesus took upon himself all of our sins and nailed them to the cross (Colossians 2:14) . His death was an atoning sacrifice for our sins and a perfect offering to the Father on our behalf. We can find no greater proof of God's love for fallen sinful humanity than the cross of Jesus Christ. "To ransom a slave God gave away his Son" (from an early Christian hymn for the Easter vigil liturgy). Jesus' mission was motivated by love and obedience. That is why he willingly laid down his life for us. Jesus told his disciples that there is no greater love than for a person to willingly lay down his or her life for a friend (John 15:13) . Jesus loved us first - even while we were captives to sin and Satan - in order to set us free and make us friends and beloved children of God.

Believing in the Son of God
Do you believe that Jesus personally died for you - for you alone - simply because he loved you? Scripture tells us that God knew each one of us even before we were knit in our mother's womb (Psalm 139:13, Jeremiah 1:5) . We were created for a purpose - to be united with God and to share in his love and glory now and forever. Augustine of Hippo wrote: "God loves each one of us as if there were only one of us to love." God's love is complete and perfect because it is wholly directed towards our greatest good - to make us whole and to unite us in a perfect bond of love and peace. That is why God was willing to go to any length necessary to save us from slavery to sin and death.

How does God's love bring healing, pardon, and wholeness to our lives? God's love has power to set each one of us free from every form of bondage to sin - whether it be bondage to fear and guilt, pride and greed, envy and hatred. We can only know the love of God and experience his healing power to the degree that we put our faith in him and surrender our lives to his will. Faith is the key that opens the door to Christ and to his healing power in our lives. But for faith to be effective we must act and do our part. That is why faith requires repentance and obedience - turning away from unbelief and disobedience - and turning to the Lord with a believing heart and listening ear. That is why Jesus said, "whoever believes in me is not condemned" (John 3:18).

To believe that Jesus is the only Son of God who died for our sins is the key that opens the door to his presence and work in our lives. Jesus said, "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me" (Revelation 3:20). The Lord Jesus knocks at the door of your heart - will you listen today and open at once?

Triune nature of God
The Lord Jesus has revealed to his disciples the great mystery of our faith - the triune nature of God and the inseparable union of the eternal Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus' mission is to reveal the glory of God to us - a Trinity of persons - God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - and to unite us with God in a community of love. The ultimate end, the purpose for which God created us, is the entry of God's creatures into the perfect unity of the blessed Trinity.

The Jews understood God as Creator and Father of all that he made (Deuteronomy 32:6) and they understood the nation of Israel as God's firstborn son (Exodus 4:22). Jesus reveals the Father in an unheard of sense. He is eternally Father by his relationship to his only Son, who, reciprocally, is Son only in relation to his Father (see Matthew 11:27) . The Spirit, likewise, is inseparably one with the Father and the Son.

The mission of Jesus and of the Holy Spirit are the same. That is why Jesus tells his disciples that the Spirit will reveal the glory of the Father and the Son and will speak what is true. Before his Passover, Jesus revealed the Holy Spirit as the "Paraclete" and Helper who will be with Jesus' disciples to teach and guide them "into all the truth" (John 14:17,26; 16:13) . In baptism we are called to share in the life of the Holy Trinity here on earth in faith and after death in eternal light.

Clement of Alexandria, a third century church father, wrote:"What an astonishing mystery! There is one Father of the universe, one Logos (Word) of the universe, and also one Holy Spirit, everywhere one and the same; there is also one virgin become mother, and I should like to call her 'Church'."

We can know God personally
How can we grow in our understanding and experience of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? It is the Holy Spirit who reveals the Father and the Son to us and who gives us the gift of faith to know and understand the truth of God's word. Through baptism we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Lord renews the gift of the Spirit in each one of us as we open our hearts with expectant faith and yield to his work in our lives. Jesus promised his disciples that he would send them the Spirit of truth who would be their Teacher and Guide. Ask the Lord Jesus to renew in you the gift of the Holy Spirit who strengthens us in the seven-fold gifts of wisdom and understanding, right judgment and courage, knowledge and reverence, and holy fear in God's presence (Isaiah 11:2-3).

Prayer: May the Lord Jesus put his hands on our eyes also, for then we too shall begin to look not at what is seen but at what is not seen. May he open the eyes that are concerned not with the present but with what is yet to come, may he unseal the heart's vision, that we may gaze on God in the Spirit, through the same Lord, Jesus Christ, whose glory and power will endure throughout the unending succession of ages. (prayer of Origin, 185-254 AD)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
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