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March 1, 2026

Second Sunday of Lent

Reading 1

Genesis 12:1-4a

The LORD said to Abram:
 “Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk
 and from your father’s house to a land that I will show you.

“I will make of you a great nation,
 and I will bless you;
 I will make your name great,
 so that you will be a blessing.
 I will bless those who bless you
 and curse those who curse you.
 All the communities of the earth
 shall find blessing in you.”

Abram went as the LORD directed him.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22.

R. (22) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

Upright is the word of the LORD,
 and all his works are trustworthy.
 He loves justice and right;
 of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him,
 upon those who hope for his kindness,
 To deliver them from death
 and preserve them in spite of famine.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

Our soul waits for the LORD,
 who is our help and our shield.
 May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us
 who have put our hope in you.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

Reading 2

2 Timothy 1:8b-10

Beloved:
 Bear your share of hardship for the gospel
 with the strength that comes from God.

He saved us and called us to a holy life,
 not according to our works
 but according to his own design
 and the grace bestowed on us in Christ Jesus before time began,
 but now made manifest
 through the appearance of our savior Christ Jesus,
 who destroyed death and brought life and immortality
 to light through the gospel.

Verse Before the Gospel

Matthew 17:5

From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard:
 This is my beloved Son, hear him.

Gospel

Matthew 17:1-9

Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother,
 and led them up a high mountain by themselves.
 And he was transfigured before them;
 his face shone like the sun
 and his clothes became white as light.
 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them,
 conversing with him.
 Then Peter said to Jesus in reply,
 “Lord, it is good that we are here.
 If you wish, I will make three tents here,
 one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
 While he was still speaking, behold,
 a bright cloud cast a shadow over them,
 then from the cloud came a voice that said,
 “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased;
 listen to him.”
 When the disciples heard this, they fell prostrate
 and were very much afraid.
 But Jesus came and touched them, saying,
 “Rise, and do not be afraid.”
 And when the disciples raised their eyes,
 they saw no one else but Jesus alone.

As they were coming down from the mountain,
 Jesus charged them,
 “Do not tell the vision to anyone
 until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

Reflection
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2nd Sunday in Lent  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Genesis 12:1-4a 

 
 With the appearance of Abram (later to be renamed Abraham), the story of Genesis takes on a completely new form. From the viewpoint of salvation history a new period begins, marked by a divine intervention destined to reshape historys course. An obscure Semite is called by God, and, through his response in faith, there begins the unfolding of Gods plan which will reach its climax in the events of the Exodus and Mount Sinai. The mounting aversion to God that characterized the first eleven chapters now gives way to a conversation with God. Today, we hear the call of Abram. 12:1 The LORD said to Abram: Note that the initiative is Gods not Abrams. Abram means father who is exalted yet he is 75 years old and childless. Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your fathers house to a land that I will show you. There are two requirements placed on Abram: The first requirement is complete disassociation from the pagan past. The second requirement is migration to a land of Gods choice. 2    I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you. All the communities of the earth shall find blessing in you. God makes a threefold promise of blessing: 1) great nation, a promise which upgraded to a covenant in Genesis 15 and fulfilled in Moses 2) name great, a promise which is upgraded to a covenant in Genesis 17:1-19 and fulfilled in David 3) all the communities of the earth, a worldwide blessing which us upgraded to a covenant in Genesis 22 and fulfilled in Jesus the Christ. This threefold blessing shows Gods favorable regard for Abram and enhances Abrams individual and family life. People will use him as a standard of blessing (see Galatians 3:8). 4    Abram went as the LORD directed him. 1    There is no hesitation; Abrams obedience is immediate even though he is 75 years old and well settled in the community. 

 

2nd Reading - 2 Timothy 1:8b-10 

 
 After writing the epistle to Titus, Saint Paul went to Rome (although not necessarily immediately afterward). There, both he and Saint Peter were seized and thrown into prison. This was around the year 66-67. This letter is his last, as he was martyred in 67 and thus this letter can be regarded as his spiritual testimony. Timothy was the pastor of the Church of Ephesus. The two letters which Paul wrote to him contain a series of rules and recommendations for the good government of the young community, whose members were mostly of a Gentile background. Beloved: 8 Bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength that comes from God. 9 He saved us and called us to a holy life, For Paul himself salvation is normally a future event [work out your salvation in fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12)]. Paul recognizes what God has already graciously achieved for humanity in the cross and resurrection of Christ Jesus (the past). He also recognizes that through Gods grace He is working in us now (the present), and he also recognizes that the end result is something of the future as we must one day appear before the tribunal of Christ so that each one may receive good or evil for what one has done in the body (2 Corinthians 5:10). not according to our works We cannot earn our way to heaven, but good works, done for the love of God, are necessary. but according to his own design God the Father knew that He must have His Son offered as the perfect sacrifice in order for heaven to be opened, we didnt think of it, but cooperated in His plan. Observe... how Marcion, and Manes, and Valentinus, and others who introduced their heresies and pernicious doctrines into the Church of God, measuring divine things by human reasonings, became ashamed of the divine economy. Yet it was not a subject for shame but rather for glorying: I speak of the cross of Christ. ... For in themselves death and imprisonment and chains are matters of shame and reproach. But when the cause is added before us and the mystery viewed aright, they will appear full of dignity and a matter for boasting. For it was that death on the cross that saved the world when it was perishing. 2    That death connected earth with heaven; that death destroyed the power of the devil and made men angels and sons of God; that death raised our nature to the kingly throne. Those chains enabled the conversion of many. [Saint John Chrysostom (A.D. 393-397), Homilies on the Second Epistle to Timothy, 2] and the grace bestowed on us in Christ Jesus before time began, Before the world was, God was; and He knew then what would be required. 10    but now made manifest through the appearance of our savior Christ Jesus, who destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. No longer are people denied the sight of God when their physical life ends. Now, the spiritual life begins and we can see God face-to-face at the heavenly banquet. Redemption from sin and the call to holiness of life are not won by personal deeds but are freely and graciously given according to Gods eternal plan (see Ephesians 1:4). 

 

Gospel - Matthew 17:1-9 

 
 Last week we heard of Jesus temptation in the desert at the beginning of His public ministry. Today we hear of His transfiguration which occurred about two years later, after the feeding of the 5,000 and the 4,000. The account of the transfiguration confirms that Jesus is the Son of God and points to fulfillment of the prediction that He will come in His Fathers glory at the end of the age (Matthew 16:27). This event marks the beginning of Jesus journey to Jerusalem for His passion. 1    After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, Peter, James and John are the inner circle of the apostles. They were also chosen to be separate from the rest of the twelve in the garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:37) and at the raising of Jarius daughter (Mark 5:37). and led them up a high mountain by themselves. A mountain symbolic of revelation, a kind of Galilean Sinai; God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:12-18) and Elijah at the same place (1 Kings 19:8-18). No localization is necessary although Carmel, Tabor, and Hermon have been suggested. 2    And he was transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun and his clothes became white as light. The brightness of the illumination recalls the brightness of the face of Moses after the Sinai revelation (Exodus 34:29-35), which made it necessary for Moses to veil his face. 3    And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, conversing with him. 3    Moses and Elijah represent respectively the Law and the Prophets. The term the Law and the Prophets was used to designate the entire collection of Old Testament books, and thus the fullness of the revelation of God to Israel. Jesus joins the two as the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets (see Matthew 5:17). Elijah was assumed bodily into heaven (2 Kings 2:11) and Hebrew legend has it that Moses was also assumed. This may explain how both can appear here in bodily form. Neither Matthew nor Mark tell us what was discussed, but Luke 9:31 says They spoke about his departure (exodus), which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 4    Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, Lord, Matthew uses the word Lord, while Mark uses rabbi as the form of address. Lord literally means my great one, an address of respect to God, angels, and earthly sovereigns. is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah. Peter is a master of understatement. No doubt he is making a reference to the feast of tabernacles, one of three yearly feasts for which all males of Israel were required to travel to the Temple and lived in tents (or booths). The feast occurred in September-October and lasted for eight days. The three Apostles want to stick around for a while. The feast of tabernacles commemorated the sojourn of the Israelites on Mount Sinai while they received the revelation of the Law through Moses. This is not the revelation of another law, a greater reality is manifested here. Jesus fulfills the Law and the Prophets. it 5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud cast a shadow over them, This is the shechinah (glory cloud), the divine presence, the cloud that occupied the tabernacle in the time of Moses. then from the cloud came a voice that said, This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him. These words are a revelation of the sonship of Jesus; Matthew repeats the words spoken at the baptism (Matthew 3:17) and adds listen to him (sort of like Marys do whatever he tells you (John 2:5). Jesus is the Son and the revealer. The Israelites are commanded to listen to a prophet like Moses whom God will raise up for them in Deuteronomy 18:15. 6    When the disciples heard this, they fell prostrate and were very much afraid. This is their reaction to the divine command (listen to him) rather than to the vision itself. 7    But Jesus came and touched them, saying, Rise, and do not be afraid. Jesus touch overcomes their fear and perhaps consecrates them to further service. Lukes 4    account of the transfiguration suggests the disciples were asleep and this is a dream-vision. 8    And when the disciples raised their eyes, they saw no one else but Jesus alone. Moses and Elijah have withdrawn; diminished in significance before the fuller revelation in Jesus. 9    As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, Do not tell the vision to anyone until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead. 
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Sunday (March 1):  Listen to My Beloved SonMeditation: Are you prepared to see the glory of the Lord and to share in his glory as well? God made a promise to Abraham that he would make him a channel of great blessing not only to his own family and future descendants but to all the families of the earth as well (Genesis 12:3)! The condition for the fulfillment of this promise was simple and straightforward - "Go from your family and country to the land that I will show you" (Genesis 12:1). Abraham not only believed in God's promise, he promptly obeyed and did as the Lord commanded him. God chose Abraham as his instrument of blessing - that through him and his descendants would come the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ who would reveal the glory and blessing of God's kingdom and bring salvation for all who would call upon his name.

The Lord Jesus came to fulfill all that Moses and the prophets spoke
The Lord Jesus is the fulfillment of all the promises made to Abraham and to his spiritual descendants. In all that Jesus did and said he sought to please his Father in heaven and to bring him glory. Like Abraham, he was ready to part with anything that might stand in the way of doing the will of God. He knew that the success of his mission would depend on his willingness to embrace his Father's will no matter what it might cost him personally.

Jesus on three occasions told his disciples that he would undergo suffering and death on a cross to fulfill the mission the Father gave him. As the time draws near for Jesus' ultimate sacrifice on the cross, he takes three of his beloved disciples to the top of a high mountain. Just as Moses and Elijah were led to the mountain of God to discern their ultimate call and mission, so Jesus now appears with Moses and Elijah on the highest mountain overlooking the summit of the promised land. Matthew's Gospel tells us that Jesus was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his garments became white as light (Matthew 17:2).

Jesus reveals his glory to the apostles and to us
Why did Jesus appear in dazzling light with Moses and Elijah? The book of Exodus tells us that when Moses had met with God on Mount Sinai the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God (Exodus 34:29). Paul the Apostle wrote that the Israelites could not look at Moses' face because of its brightness (2 Corinthians 3:7). After Elijah, the greatest of the prophets, had destroyed all the priests and idols of Baal in the land, he took refuge on the mountain of God at Sinai. There God showed Elijah his glory in great thunder, whirlwind, and fire, and then spoke with him in a still quiet voice. God questioned Elijah, "What are you doing here?" And then directed him to go and fulfill the mission given him by God. Jesus, likewise, appears in glory with Moses and Elijah, as if to confirm with them that he, too, is ready to fulfill the mission which the Father has sent him to accomplish.

Jesus went to the mountain knowing full well what awaited him in Jerusalem - betrayal, rejection, and crucifixion. Jesus very likely discussed this momentous decision to go to the cross with Moses and Elijah. God the Father also spoke with Jesus and gave his approval: This is my beloved Son; listen to him. The Father glorified his son because he was faithful and willing to obey him in everything. The cloud which overshadowed Jesus and his apostles fulfilled the dream of the Jews that when the Messiah came the cloud of God's presence would fill the temple again (see Exodus 16:10, 19:9, 33:9; 1 Kings 8:10; 2 Maccabees 2:8).

Christ's way to glory
The Lord Jesus not only wants us to see his glory - he wants to share this glory with us. And Jesus shows us the way to the Father's glory - follow me - obey my words. Take the path I have chosen for you and you will receive the blessing of my Father's kingdom - your name, too, will be written in heaven. Jesus fulfilled his mission on Calvary where he died for our sins so that Paradise and everlasting life would be restored to us. He embraced the cross to win a crown of glory - a crown that awaits each one of us, if we, too, will follow in his footsteps.

Origen (185-254 AD), a noted early church bible scholar and teacher, explains the significance of Jesus' transfiguration for our own lives: "Do you wish to see the transfiguration of Jesus? Behold with me the Jesus of the Gospels. Let him be simply apprehended. There he is beheld both "according to the flesh" and at the same time in his true divinity. He is beheld in the form of God according to our capacity for knowledge. This is how he was beheld by those who went up upon the lofty mountain to be apart with him. Meanwhile those who do not go up the mountain can still behold his works and hear his words, which are uplifting. It is before those who go up that Jesus is transfigured, and not to those below. When he is transfigured, his face shines as the sun, that he may be manifested to the children of light, who have put off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. They are no longer the children of darkness or night but have become the children of day. They walk honestly as in the day. Being manifested, he will shine to them not simply as the sun but as he is demonstrated to be, the sun of righteousness." (Commentary on Matthew)
Luke's Gospel tells us that while Jesus was transfigured, Peter, James, and John were asleep (Luke 9:32)! Upon awakening they discovered Jesus in glory along with Moses and Elijah. How much do we miss of God's glory and action because we are asleep spiritually? There are many things which can keep our minds asleep to the things of God: Mental lethargy and the "unexamined life" can keep us from thinking things through and facing our doubts and questions. The life of ease can also hinder us from considering the challenging or disturbing demands of Christ. Prejudice can make us blind to something new the Lord may have for us. Even sorrow can be a block until we can see past it to the glory of God.

We are partakers of his glory
Are you spiritually awake? Peter, James, and John were privileged witnesses of the glory of Christ. We, too, as disciples of Jesus Christ are called to be witnesses of his glory. We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:18). The Lord wants to reveal his glory to us, his beloved disciples. Do you seek his presence with faith and reverence?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, keep me always alert to you, to your word, your action, and your constant presence in my life. Let me see your glory.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 2, 2026

Monday of the Second Week of Lent

Reading 1

Daniel 9:4b-10

"Lord, great and awesome God,
 you who keep your merciful covenant toward those who love you
 and observe your commandments!
 We have sinned, been wicked and done evil;
 we have rebelled and departed from your commandments and your laws.
 We have not obeyed your servants the prophets,
 who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes,
 our fathers, and all the people of the land.
 Justice, O Lord, is on your side;
 we are shamefaced even to this day:
 we, the men of Judah, the residents of Jerusalem,
 and all Israel, near and far,
 in all the countries to which you have scattered them
 because of their treachery toward you.
 O LORD, we are shamefaced, like our kings, our princes, and our fathers,
 for having sinned against you.
 But yours, O Lord, our God, are compassion and forgiveness!
 Yet we rebelled against you
 and paid no heed to your command, O LORD, our God,
 to live by the law you gave us through your servants the prophets."



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 79:8, 9, 11 and 13

R. (see 103:10a) Lord, do not deal with us according to our sins.

Remember not against us the iniquities of the past;
 may your compassion quickly come to us,
 for we are brought very low.

R. Lord, do not deal with us according to our sins.

Help us, O God our savior,
 because of the glory of your name;
 Deliver us and pardon our sins
 for your name's sake.

R. Lord, do not deal with us according to our sins.

Let the prisoners' sighing come before you;
 with your great power free those doomed to death.
 Then we, your people and the sheep of your pasture,
 will give thanks to you forever;
 through all generations we will declare your praise.

R. Lord, do not deal with us according to our sins.


 Verse Before the Gospel

See John 6:63c, 68c

Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life;
 you have the words of everlasting life.



Gospel

Luke 6:36-38

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

"Stop judging and you will not be judged.
 Stop condemning and you will not be condemned.
 Forgive and you will be forgiven.
 Give and gifts will be given to you;
 a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing,
 will be poured into your lap.
 For the measure with which you measure
 will in return be measured out to you."

Reflection
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Monday (March 2):  Be Merciful as Your Father Is MercifulMeditation: Do you know and experience the mercy God has for you through the blood of Jesus Christ that was shed for you and for your sins upon the cross? The Lord Jesus took our sins upon himself and nailed them to the cross so that we could receive pardon rather than condemnation, freedom rather than slavery to sin, and healing for the wounds caused by sin, injustice, and evil.

God's mercy knows no limits
God the Father never tires of showing his steadfast love and mercy to those who seek him. Scripture tells us that his mercies never cease. "The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness" (The Lamentations of Jeremiah 3:22-23). What can hold us back from receiving God's mercy and pardon? Anger, resentment, an unwillingness to forgive or to ask for pardon can hold us back from the healing power and merciful love that has power to wash away guilt and condemnation, fear and anger, pride and resentment. The Lord Jesus offers us freedom to walk in his way of love and forgiveness, mercy and goodness.

Imitate God the Father's mercy
We are called to be merciful towards one another just as our heavenly Father has been merciful towards each one of us. Do you quickly forgive those who wrong you or cause you grief or pain, or do you allow ill-will and resentment to grow in your heart? Do you pray for those who have lost sight of God's mercy, pardon, truth, and justice?

In the Old Testament we see the example of Daniel, a man of great faith in God's mercy and just ways, who prayed daily, not only for himself, but for his own people, and for his persecutors as well. Daniel was 'shamefaced' before God because he recognized that his own people who had been called and chosen by God as the people of Israel, were now suffering in exile due to their sins and unfaithfulness to the covenant God had made with them (see Daniel 9:4-10). Daniel did not sit in judgment over the failings and sins of his own people, instead he pleaded with God for compassion, pardon, and restoration. Our shame will turn to joy and hope if we confess our sins and ask for God's healing love and mercy..

Do not judge
Why does Jesus tell his followers to "not judge lest they be judged"? Jesus knew the human heart all too well. We judge too quickly or unfairly with mixed motives, impure hearts, and prejudiced minds. The heart must be cleansed first in order to discern right judgment with grace and mercy rather than with ill will and vengeance.

Ephrem the Syrian (306-373 AD), a wise early Christian teacher and writer, comments on Jesus' exhortation to not condemn: Do not judge, that is, unjustly, so that you may not be judged, with regard to injustice. With the judgment that you judge shall you be judged. This is like the phrase "Forgive, and it will be forgiven you." For once someone has judged in accordance with justice, he should forgive in accordance with grace, so that when he himself is judged in accordance with justice, he may be worthy of forgiveness through grace. Alternatively, it was on account of the judges, those who seek vengeance for themselves, that he said, "Do not condemn." That is, do not seek vengeance for yourselves. Or, do not judge from appearances and opinion and then condemn, but admonish and advise. (COMMENTARY ON TATIAN'S DIATESSARON 6.18B.)
Grace and mercy
What makes true disciples of Jesus Christ different from those who do not know the Lord Jesus and what makes Christianity distinct from any other religion? It is grace - treating others not as they deserve, but as God wishes them to be treated - with forbearance, mercy, and loving-kindness. God shows his goodness to the unjust as well as to the just. His love embraces saint and sinner alike. God always seeks what is best for each one of us and he teaches us to seek the greatest good of others, even those who hate and abuse us. Our love for others, even those who are ungrateful and unkind towards us, must be marked by the same kindness and mercy which God has shown to us. It is easier to show kindness and mercy when we can expect to benefit from doing so. How much harder when we can expect nothing in return. Our prayer for those who do us ill both breaks the power of revenge and releases the power of love to do good in the face of evil.

Overcome evil with mercy and goodness
How can we possibly love those who cause us grief, harm, or ill-will? With God all things are possible. He gives power and grace to those who trust in his love and who seek his wisdom and help. The Lord is ready to work in and through us by his Holy Spirit, both to purify our minds and hearts and to help us do what is right, good, and loving in all circumstances. Paul the Apostle reminds us that "God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us" (Romans 5:5) God's love conquers all, even our hurts, injuries, fears, and prejudices. Only the cross of Jesus Christ and his victory over sin can free us from the tyranny of malice, hatred, revenge, and resentment, and give us the courage to overcome evil with good (Romans 12:21). Such love and grace has power to heal, restore, and transform us into the image of Christ. Do you know the power of Christ's redeeming love and mercy?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your love brings freedom, pardon, and joy. Transform my heart with your love that nothing may make me lose my temper, ruffle my peace, take away my joy, or make me bitter towards anyone.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 3, 2026

Tuesday of the Second Week of Lent

Reading 1

Isaiah 1:10, 16-20

Hear the word of the LORD,
 princes of Sodom!
 Listen to the instruction of our God,
 people of Gomorrah!

Wash yourselves clean!
 Put away your misdeeds from before my eyes;
 cease doing evil; learn to do good.
 Make justice your aim: redress the wronged,
 hear the orphan's plea, defend the widow.

Come now, let us set things right,
 says the LORD:
 Though your sins be like scarlet,
 they may become white as snow;
 Though they be crimson red,
 they may become white as wool.
 If you are willing, and obey,
 you shall eat the good things of the land;
 But if you refuse and resist,
 the sword shall consume you:
 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken!



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23

R. (23b) To the upright I will show the saving power of God.

"Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you,
 for your burnt offerings are before me always.
 I take from your house no bullock,
 no goats out of your fold."

R. To the upright I will show the saving power of God.

"Why do you recite my statutes,
 and profess my covenant with your mouth,
 Though you hate discipline
 and cast my words behind you?"

R. To the upright I will show the saving power of God.

"When you do these things, shall I be deaf to it?
 Or do you think that I am like yourself?
 I will correct you by drawing them up before your eyes.
 He that offers praise as a sacrifice glorifies me;
 and to him that goes the right way I will show the salvation of God."

R. To the upright I will show the saving power of God.


 Verse Before the Gospel 

Ezekiel 18:31

Cast away from you all the crimes you have committed, says the LORD,
 and make for yourselves a new heart and a new spirit.



Gospel

Matthew 23:1-12

Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying,
 "The scribes and the Pharisees
 have taken their seat on the chair of Moses.
 Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you,
 but do not follow their example.
 For they preach but they do not practice.
 They tie up heavy burdens hard to carry
 and lay them on people's shoulders,
 but they will not lift a finger to move them.
 All their works are performed to be seen.
 They widen their phylacteries and lengthen their tassels.
 They love places of honor at banquets, seats of honor in synagogues,
 greetings in marketplaces, and the salutation 'Rabbi.'
 As for you, do not be called 'Rabbi.'
 You have but one teacher, and you are all brothers.
 Call no one on earth your father;
 you have but one Father in heaven.
 Do not be called 'Master';
 you have but one master, the Christ.
 The greatest among you must be your servant.
 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled;
 but whoever humbles himself will be exalted."


Reflection
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Tuesday (March 3):  Whoever Humbles Oneself Will Be ExaltedMeditation: Who doesn't desire the praise and respect of others? We want others to see us at our best with all of our strengths and achievements - rather than at our worst with all of our faults and shortcomings. God sees us as we truly are - sinners and beggars always in need of his mercy, help, and guidance.

The prophet Isaiah warned both the rulers and the people of Sodom and Gomorrah to humbly listen and submit to God's teaching so they could learn to do good and to cease from evil (Isaiah 110,17). Jesus warned the scribes and Pharisees, the teachers and rulers of Israel, to teach and serve their people with humility and sincerity rather than with pride and self-promotion. They went to great lengths to draw attention to their religious status and practices. In a way they wanted to be good models of observant Jews. "See how well we observe all the ritual rules and regulations of our religion!" In their misguided zeal for religion they sought recognition and honor for themselves rather than for God. They made the practice of their faith a burden rather than a joy for the people they were supposed to serve.

True respect for God inclines us to humble ourselves and to submit to his wisdom and guidance. We cannot be taught by God unless we first learn to listen to his word and then obey his instruction.

One Father and Teacher
Was Jesus against calling anyone a rabbi , the Jewish title for a teacher of God's word (Matthew 23:7-8), or a father? The law of Moses in Scripture specifically instructed all fathers to be teachers and instructors for their children to help them understand and obey God's instructions (Deuteronomy 6:7)? Why did Jesus rebuke the scribes and Pharisees, the religious authorities of the Jewish people, in the presence of his disciples? Jesus wanted to warn both his own disciples and the religious leaders about the temptation to seek honors and titles that draw attention to ourselves in place of God and his word. Pride tempts us to put ourselves first above others.

The Scriptures give ample warning about the danger of self-seeking pride: Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall (Proverbs 16:18). God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6; Proverbs 3:24).

Origen (185-254 AD), an early Christian teacher and bible scholar, reminds those who teach and lead to remember that they are first and foremost "disciples" and "servants" who sit at the feet of their Master and Teacher the Lord Jesus Christ: "You have one teacher, and you are all brothers to each other...Whoever ministers with the divine word does not put himself forward to be called teacher , for he knows that when he performs well it is Christ who is within him. He should only call himself servant according to the command of Christ, saying, Whoever is greater among you, let him be the servant of all ."
True humility
Respect for God and for his ways inclines us to humility and to simplicity of heart - the willing readiness to seek the one true good who is God himself. What is the nature of true humility and why should we embrace it as essential for our lives? We can easily mistake humility as something demeaning or harmful to our sense of well-being and feeling good about ourselves. True humility is not feeling bad about yourself, or having a low opinion of yourself, or thinking of yourself as inferior to all others. True humility frees us from preoccupation with ourselves, whereas a low self-opinion tends to focus our attention on ourselves. Humility is truth in self-understanding and truth in action. Viewing ourselves honestly, with sober judgment, means seeing ourselves the way God sees us (Psalm 139:1-4).

A humble person makes a realistic assessment of oneself without illusion or pretense to be something one is not. A truly humble person regards oneself neither smaller nor larger than one truly is. True humility frees us to be ourselves as God regards us and to avoid falling into despair and pride. A humble person does not want to wear a mask or put on a facade in order to look good to others. Such a person is not swayed by accidentals, such as fame, reputation, success, or failure. Do you know the joy of Christ-like humility and simplicity of heart?

Humility is the queen or foundation of all the other virtues because it enables us to see and judge correctly, the way God sees. Humility helps us to be teachable so we can acquire true knowledge, wisdom, and an honest view of reality. It directs our energy, zeal, and will to give ourselves to something greater than ourselves. Humility frees us to love and serve others willingly and selflessly, for their own sake, rather than for our own. Paul the Apostle gives us the greatest example and model of humility in the person of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, and... who humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:7-8). Do you want to be a servant as Jesus loved and served others? The Lord Jesus gives us his heart - the heart of a servant who seeks the good of others and puts their interests first in his care and concern for them.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you became a servant for my sake to set me free from the tyranny of selfish pride and self-concern. Teach me to be humble as you are humble and to love others generously with selfless service and kindness.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 4, 2026

Wednesday of the Second Week of Lent

Reading 1

Jeremiah 18:18-20

The people of Judah and the citizens of Jerusalem said,
 "Come, let us contrive a plot against Jeremiah.
 It will not mean the loss of instruction from the priests,
 nor of counsel from the wise, nor of messages from the prophets.
 And so, let us destroy him by his own tongue;
 let us carefully note his every word."

Heed me, O LORD,
 and listen to what my adversaries say.
 Must good be repaid with evil
 that they should dig a pit to take my life?
 Remember that I stood before you
 to speak in their behalf,
 to turn away your wrath from them.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 31:5-6, 14, 15-16

R. (17b) Save me, O Lord, in your kindness.

You will free me from the snare they set for me,
 for you are my refuge.
 Into your hands I commend my spirit;
 you will redeem me, O LORD, O faithful God.

R. Save me, O Lord, in your kindness.

I hear the whispers of the crowd, that frighten me from every side,
 as they consult together against me, plotting to take my life.

R. Save me, O Lord, in your kindness.

But my trust is in you, O LORD;
 I say, "You are my God."
 In your hands is my destiny; rescue me
 from the clutches of my enemies and my persecutors.

R. Save me, O Lord, in your kindness.


 Verse Before the Gospel

John 8:12

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.



Gospel

Matthew 20:17-28

As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem,
 he took the Twelve disciples aside by themselves,
 and said to them on the way,
 "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem,
 and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests
 and the scribes,
 and they will condemn him to death,
 and hand him over to the Gentiles
 to be mocked and scourged and crucified,
 and he will be raised on the third day."

Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee approached Jesus with her sons
 and did him homage, wishing to ask him for something.
 He said to her, "What do you wish?"
 She answered him,
 "Command that these two sons of mine sit,
 one at your right and the other at your left, in your kingdom."
 Jesus said in reply,
 "You do not know what you are asking.
 Can you drink the chalice that I am going to drink?"
 They said to him, "We can."
 He replied,
 "My chalice you will indeed drink,
 but to sit at my right and at my left,
 this is not mine to give
 but is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father."
 When the ten heard this,
 they became indignant at the two brothers.
 But Jesus summoned them and said,
 "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them,
 and the great ones make their authority over them felt.
 But it shall not be so among you.
 Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your servant;
 whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave.
 Just so, the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve
 and to give his life as a ransom for many."

Optional Memorial of Saint Casimir

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women, #737-742.

Reading 1

Philippians 3:8-14

Brothers and sisters:
 I consider everything as a loss
 because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
 For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things
 and I consider them so much rubbish,
 that I may gain Christ and be found in him,
 not having any righteousness of my own based on the law
 but that which comes through faith in Christ,
 the righteousness from God,
 depending on faith to know him and the power of his resurrection
 and the sharing of his sufferings by being conformed to his death,
 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

It is not that I have already taken hold of it
 or have already attained perfect maturity,
 but I continue my pursuit in hope that I may possess it,
 since I have indeed been taken possession of by Christ Jesus.
 Brothers and sisters, I for my part
 do not consider myself to have taken possession.
 Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind
 but straining forward to what lies ahead,
 I continue my pursuit toward the goal,
 the prize of God's upward calling, in Christ Jesus.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 15:2-3ab, 3cd-4ab, 5

R. (1) The just one shall live on your holy mountain, O Lord.

He who walks blamelessly and does justice;
 who thinks the truth in his heart
 and slanders not with his tongue.

R. The just one shall live on your holy mountain, O Lord.

Who harms not his fellow man,
 nor takes up a reproach against his neighbor;
 By whom the reprobate is despised,
 while he honors those who fear the LORD.

R. The just one shall live on your holy mountain, O Lord.

Who lends not his money at usury
 and accepts no bribe against the innocent.
 He who does these things
 shall never be disturbed.

R. The just one shall live on your holy mountain, O Lord.

Alleluia

John 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:9-17

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "As the Father loves me, so I also love you.
 Remain in my love.
 If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love,
 just as I have kept my Father's commandments
 and remain in his love.

"I have told you this so that my joy might be in you
 and your joy might be complete.
 This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.
 No one has greater love than this,
 to lay down one's life for one's friends.
 You are my friends if you do what I command you.
 I no longer call you slaves,
 because a slave does not know what his master is doing.
 I have called you friends,
 because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father.
 It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you
 and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain,
 so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you.
 This I command you: love one another."


Reflection
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Wednesday (March 4):  Can You Drink Christ's Cup?Meditation: Who or what takes first place in your life? You and what you want to do with your life or God and what he desires for you? When personal goals and ambitions are at odds with God's will, whose will prevails? The prophet Jeremiah spoke a word that was at odds with what the people wanted. The word which Jeremiah spoke was not his personal opinion but the divinely inspired word which God commanded him to speak. Jeremiah met stiff opposition and even threats to his life for speaking God's word. Jeremiah pleaded with God when others plotted to not only silence him but to destroy him as well. Jesus also met stiff opposition from those who opposed his authority to speak and act in God's name. Jesus prophesied that he would be rejected by the religious authorities in Jerusalem and be condemned to death by crucifixion - the most painful and humiliating death the Romans had devised for enemies who opposed their authority.

Jesus called himself the "Son of Man" (Matthew 20:17) - a prophetic title for the Messiah which came from the Book of Daniel. Daniel was given a prophetic vision of a "Son of Man" who is given great authority and power to rule over the earth on behalf of God. But if Jesus is the Messiah and "Son of Man" prophesied by Daniel, why must he be rejected and killed? Did not God promise that his Anointed One would deliver his people from their oppression and establish a kingdom of peace and justice? The prophet Isaiah had foretold that it was God's will that the "Suffering Servant" who is "God's Chosen One" (Isaiah 42:1) must first make atonement for sins through his suffering and death (Isaiah 53:5-12) and then be raised to establish justice on the earth (Isaiah 42:4). Jesus paid the price for our redemption with his own blood. Jesus' life did not end with death on the cross - he triumphed over the grave when he rose victorious on the third day. If we want to share in the Lord's victory over sin and death then we will need to follow his way of the cross by renouncing my will for his will, and my way for his way of self-sacrificing love and holiness.

Seeking privilege and power
Right after Jesus had prophesied his impending death on the cross, the mother of James and John brought her sons before Jesus privately for a special request. She asked on their behalf for Jesus to grant them a special status among the disciples, namely to be placed in the highest position of privilege and power. Rulers placed their second-in-command at their right and left side. James and John were asking Jesus to place them above their fellow disciples.

Don't we often do the same? We want to get ahead and get the best position where we can be served first. Jesus responds by telling James and John that they do not understand what they are really asking for. The only way one can advance in God's kingdom is by submitting one's whole life in faith and obedience to God. Jesus surrendered his will to the will of his Father - he willingly chose the Father's path to glory - a path that would lead to suffering and death, redemption and new life.

When the other ten disciples heard what James and John had done, they were very resentful and angry. How unfair for James and John to seek first place for themselves. Jesus called the twelve together and showed them the true and rightful purpose for seeking power and position - to serve the good of others with love and righteousness. Authority without love, a love that is oriented towards the good of others, easily becomes self-serving and brutish.

Jesus does the unthinkable - he reverses the order and values of the world's way of thinking. If you want to be great then become a servant for others. If you want to be first, then become a slave rather than a master. How shocking and contradictory these words must have rung in the disciples ears and in our own ears as well! Power and position are tools that can be used to serve and advance one's own interests or to serve the interests of others. In the ancient world servants and slaves had no personal choice - they were compelled to serve the interests of their masters and do whatever they were commanded.

Freedom and servanthood
The model of servanthood which Jesus presents to his disciples is based on personal choice and freedom - the decision to put others first in my care and concern and the freedom to serve them with love and compassion rather than with fear or desire for reward. That is why the Apostle Paul summed up Jesus' teaching on freedom and love with the exhortation, "For freedom Christ has set us free... only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh [for indulging in sinful and selfish desires], but through love be servants of one another" (Galatians 5:1,13). Jesus, the Lord and Master, sets himself as the example. He told his disciples that he "came not to be served but to serve" (Matthew 20:28). True servanthood is neither demeaning nor oppressive because its motivating force is love rather than pride or fear.

The Lord Jesus summed up his mission by telling his disciples that he came "to give his life as a ransom for many" (Matthew 20:28). The shedding of his blood on the cross was the payment for our sins - a ransom that sets us free from slavery to wrong and hurtful desires and addictions. Jesus laid down his life for us. This death to self is the key that sets us free to offer our lives as a sacrifice of thanksgiving and love for the Lord and for the people he calls us to serve.

Can you drink my cup?
The Lord Jesus asks each of us the same question he asked of James and John, "Can you drink the cup that I am to drink"? The cup he had in mind was a cup of sacrificial service and death to self - even death on a cross. What kind of cup might the Lord Jesus have in mind for each one of us who are his followers? For some disciples such a cup will entail physical suffering and the painful struggle of martyrdom - the readiness to die for one's faith in Christ. But for many followers of Jesus Christ, it entails the long routine of the Christian life, with all its daily sacrifices, disappointments, set-backs, struggles, and temptations. A disciple must be ready to lay down his or her life in martyrdom for Christ and be ready to lay it down each and every day in the little and big sacrifices required as well.

An early church father summed up Jesus' teaching with the expression "to serve is to reign with Christ". We share in God's reign by laying down our lives in humble service of one another as Jesus did for our sake. Are you ready to lay down your life and to serve others as Jesus did?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, make me a servant of love for your kingdom, that I may seek to serve rather than be served. Inflame my heart with your love that I may give generously and serve others joyfully for your sake.
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March 5, 2026

Thursday of the Second Week of Lent

Reading 1

Jeremiah 17:5-10

Thus says the LORD:
 Cursed is the man who trusts in human beings,
 who seeks his strength in flesh,
 whose heart turns away from the LORD.
 He is like a barren bush in the desert
 that enjoys no change of season,
 But stands in a lava waste,
 a salt and empty earth.
 Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD,
 whose hope is the LORD.
 He is like a tree planted beside the waters
 that stretches out its roots to the stream:
 It fears not the heat when it comes,
 its leaves stay green;
 In the year of drought it shows no distress,
 but still bears fruit.
 More tortuous than all else is the human heart,
 beyond remedy; who can understand it?
 I, the LORD, alone probe the mind
 and test the heart,
 To reward everyone according to his ways,
 according to the merit of his deeds.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6

R. (40:5a) Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.

Blessed the man who follows not
 the counsel of the wicked
 Nor walks in the way of sinners,
 nor sits in the company of the insolent,
 But delights in the law of the LORD
 and meditates on his law day and night.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.

He is like a tree
 planted near running water,
 That yields its fruit in due season,
 and whose leaves never fade.
 Whatever he does, prospers.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.

Not so, the wicked, not so;
 they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
 For the LORD watches over the way of the just,
 but the way of the wicked vanishes.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.


 Verse Before the Gospel

See Luke 8:15


 Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart
 and yield a harvest through perseverance.



Gospel

Luke 16:19-31

Jesus said to the Pharisees:
 "There was a rich man who dressed in purple garments and fine linen
 and dined sumptuously each day.
 And lying at his door was a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores,
 who would gladly have eaten his fill of the scraps
 that fell from the rich man's table.
 Dogs even used to come and lick his sores.
 When the poor man died,
 he was carried away by angels to the bosom of Abraham.
 The rich man also died and was buried,
 and from the netherworld, where he was in torment,
 he raised his eyes and saw Abraham far off
 and Lazarus at his side.
 And he cried out, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me.
 Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue,
 for I am suffering torment in these flames.'
 Abraham replied, 'My child,
 remember that you received what was good during your lifetime
 while Lazarus likewise received what was bad;
 but now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented.
 Moreover, between us and you a great chasm is established
 to prevent anyone from crossing
 who might wish to go from our side to yours
 or from your side to ours.'
 He said, 'Then I beg you, father, send him
 to my father's house,
 for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them,
 lest they too come to this place of torment.'
 But Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the prophets.
 Let them listen to them.'
 He said, 'Oh no, father Abraham,
 but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.'
 Then Abraham said,
 'If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets,
 neither will they be persuaded
 if someone should rise from the dead.'"

Reflection
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Thursday (March 5):  Lazarus Was Carried to Abraham's BosomMeditation: What sustains you when trials and affliction come your way? The prophet Jeremiah tells us that whoever relies on God will not be disappointed or be in want when everything around them dries up or disappears (Jeremiah 17:7-8). God will not only be their consolation, but their inexhaustible source of hope and joy as well.

We lose what we hold on to - we gain what we give away
Jesus' parable about the afflictions of the poor man Lazarus brings home a similar point. In this story Jesus paints a dramatic scene of contrasts - riches and poverty, heaven and hell, compassion and indifference, inclusion and exclusion. We also see an abrupt and dramatic reversal of fortune. Lazarus was not only poor, but sick and unable to fend for himself. He was "laid" at the gates of the rich man's house. The dogs which licked his sores probably also stole the little bread he got for himself. Dogs in the ancient world symbolized contempt. Enduring the torment of these savage dogs only added to the poor man's miseries and sufferings.

The rich man treated the beggar with contempt and indifference, until he found his fortunes reversed at the end of his life! In God's economy, those who hold on possessively to what they have, lose it all in the end, while those who share generously receive back many times more than they gave away.

Do not lose hope - God rewards those who trust in him
The name Lazarus means God is my help . Despite a life of misfortune and suffering, Lazarus did not lose hope in God. His eyes were set on a treasure stored up for him in heaven. The rich man, however, could not see beyond his material wealth and possessions. He not only had every thing he needed, he selfishly spent all he had on himself. He was too absorbed in what he possessed to notice the needs of those around him. He lost sight of God and the treasure of heaven because he was preoccupied with seeking happiness in material things. He served wealth rather than God. In the end the rich man became a beggar!

Do you know the joy and freedom of possessing God as your true and lasting treasure? Those who put their hope and security in heaven will not be disappointed (see Hebrews 6:19).

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are my joy and my treasure. Make me rich in the things of heaven and give me a generous heart that I may freely share with others the spiritual and material treasures you have given to me.
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March 6, 2026

Friday of the Second Week of Lent

Reading 1

Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a

Israel loved Joseph best of all his sons,
 for he was the child of his old age;
 and he had made him a long tunic.
 When his brothers saw that their father loved him best of all his sons,
 they hated him so much that they would not even greet him.

One day, when his brothers had gone
 to pasture their father's flocks at Shechem,
 Israel said to Joseph, 
 "Your brothers, you know, are tending our flocks at Shechem.
 Get ready; I will send you to them."

So Joseph went after his brothers and caught up with them in Dothan.
 They noticed him from a distance,
 and before he came up to them, they plotted to kill him.
 They said to one another: "Here comes that master dreamer!
 Come on, let us kill him and throw him into one of the cisterns here;
 we could say that a wild beast devoured him.
 We shall then see what comes of his dreams."

When Reuben heard this,
 he tried to save him from their hands, saying,
 "We must not take his life.
 Instead of shedding blood," he continued,
 "just throw him into that cistern there in the desert;
 but do not kill him outright."
 His purpose was to rescue him from their hands
 and return him to his father. 
 So when Joseph came up to them,
 they stripped him of the long tunic he had on;
 then they took him and threw him into the cistern,
 which was empty and dry.

They then sat down to their meal.
 Looking up, they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead,
 their camels laden with gum, balm and resin
 to be taken down to Egypt.
 Judah said to his brothers:
 "What is to be gained by killing our brother and concealing his blood? 
 Rather, let us sell him to these Ishmaelites,
 instead of doing away with him ourselves.
 After all, he is our brother, our own flesh."
 His brothers agreed.
 They sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21

R. (5a) Remember the marvels the Lord has done.

When the LORD called down a famine on the land
 and ruined the crop that sustained them,
 He sent a man before them,
 Joseph, sold as a slave.

R. Remember the marvels the Lord has done.

They had weighed him down with fetters,
 and he was bound with chains,
 Till his prediction came to pass
 and the word of the LORD proved him true.

R. Remember the marvels the Lord has done.

The king sent and released him,
 the ruler of the peoples set him free.
 He made him lord of his house
 and ruler of all his possessions.

R. Remember the marvels the Lord has done.


 Verse Before the Gospel

John 3:16

God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son;
 so that everyone who believes in him might have eternal life.



Gospel

Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: 
 "Hear another parable.
 There was a landowner who planted a vineyard,
 put a hedge around it,
 dug a wine press in it, and built a tower.
 Then he leased it to tenants and went on a journey.
 When vintage time drew near,
 he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce.
 But the tenants seized the servants and one they beat,
 another they killed, and a third they stoned.
 Again he sent other servants, more numerous than the first ones,
 but they treated them in the same way.
 Finally, he sent his son to them,
 thinking, 'They will respect my son.'
 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another,
 'This is the heir.
 Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.'
 They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
 What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?"
 They answered him,
 "He will put those wretched men to a wretched death
 and lease his vineyard to other tenants
 who will give him the produce at the proper times."
 Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures:

The stone that the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone;
 by the Lord has this been done,
 and it is wonderful in our eyes?

Therefore, I say to you,
 the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you
 and given to a people that will produce its fruit."
 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables,
 they knew that he was speaking about them.
 And although they were attempting to arrest him,
 they feared the crowds, for they regarded him as a prophet.

Reflection
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Friday (March 6):  The Stone Which the Builders RejectedMeditation: Do you ever feel cut off or separated from God? Joseph was violently rejected by his brothers and sold into slavery in Egypt. His betrayal and suffering, however, resulted in redemption and reconciliation for his brothers. "Fear not, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today" (Genesis 50:19-20). Joseph prefigures Jesus who was betrayed by one of his own disciples and put to death on the cross for our redemption. Jesus came to reconcile us with an all-just and all-merciful God. His parables point to the mission he came to accomplish - to bring us the kingdom of God.

Parable of the vineyard
What is the message of the parable of the vineyard? Jesus' story about an absentee landlord and his not-so-good tenants would have made sense to his audience. The hills of Galilee were lined with numerous vineyards, and it was quite common for the owners to let out their estates to tenants. Many did it for the sole purpose of collecting rent.Why did Jesus' story about wicked tenants cause offense to the scribes and Pharisees? It contained both a prophetic message and a warning. Isaiah had spoken of the house of Israel as "the vineyard of the Lord" (Isaiah 5:7). Jesus' listeners would have likely understood this parable as referring to God's dealing with a stubborn and rebellious people.

This parable speaks to us today as well. It richly conveys some important truths about God and the way he deals with his people. First, it tells us of God's generosity and trust. The vineyard is well equipped with everything the tenants need. The owner went away and left the vineyard in the hands of the tenants. God, likewise trusts us enough to give us freedom to run life as we choose. This parable also tells us of God's patience and justice. Not once, but many times he forgives the tenants their debts. But while the tenants take advantage of the owner's patience, his judgment and justice prevail in the end.

Gift of the kingdom
Jesus foretold both his death on the cross and his ultimate triumph. He knew he would be rejected and put to death, but he also knew that would not be the end. After rejection would come glory - the glory of his resurrection from the grave and his ascension to the right hand of the Father in heaven. The Lord blesses his people today with the gift of his kingdom - a kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. And he promises that we will bear much fruit if we abide in him (see John 15:1-11). He entrusts his gifts and grace (unmerited favor and blessing) to each of us and he gives us work to do in his vineyard - the body of Christ in our midst today. He promises that our labor for him will not be in vain if we persevere with faith to the end (see 1 Corinthians 15:58). We can expect trials and even persecution. But in the end we will see triumph. Do you follow and serve the Lord Jesus with joyful hope and confidence in the victory he has won for you and the gift of abundant new life in the Holy Spirit?

Prayer: Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits which you have given us - for all the pains and insults which you have borne for us. O most merciful redeemer, friend, and brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, for your own sake. (prayer of St. Richard of Chichester, 13th century)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 7, 2026

Saturday of the Second Week of Lent

Reading 1

Micah 7:14-15, 18-20

Shepherd your people with your staff,
 the flock of your inheritance,
 That dwells apart in a woodland,
 in the midst of Carmel.
 Let them feed in Bashan and Gilead,
 as in the days of old;
 As in the days when you came from the land of Egypt,
 show us wonderful signs.

Who is there like you, the God who removes guilt
 and pardons sin for the remnant of his inheritance;
 Who does not persist in anger forever,
 but delights rather in clemency,
 And will again have compassion on us,
 treading underfoot our guilt?
 You will cast into the depths of the sea all our sins;
 You will show faithfulness to Jacob,
 and grace to Abraham,
 As you have sworn to our fathers
 from days of old.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12

R. (8a) The Lord is kind and merciful.

Bless the LORD, O my soul;
 and all my being, bless his holy name.
 Bless the LORD, O my soul,
 and forget not all his benefits.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

He pardons all your iniquities,
 he heals all your ills.
 He redeems your life from destruction,
 he crowns you with kindness and compassion.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

He will not always chide,
 nor does he keep his wrath forever.
 Not according to our sins does he deal with us,
 nor does he requite us according to our crimes.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,
 so surpassing is his kindness toward those who fear him.
 As far as the east is from the west,
 so far has he put our transgressions from us.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.


 Verse Before the Gospel

Luke 15:18

I will get up and go to my father and shall say to him,
 Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.



Gospel

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus,
 but the Pharisees and scribes began to complain, saying,
 "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them."
 So to them Jesus addressed this parable.
 "A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father,
 'Father, give me the share of your estate that should come to me.'
 So the father divided the property between them.
 After a few days, the younger son collected all his belongings
 and set off to a distant country
 where he squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation.
 When he had freely spent everything,
 a severe famine struck that country,
 and he found himself in dire need.
 So he hired himself out to one of the local citizens
 who sent him to his farm to tend the swine.
 And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on which the swine fed,
 but nobody gave him any.
 Coming to his senses he thought,
 'How many of my father's hired workers
 have more than enough food to eat,
 but here am I, dying from hunger.
 I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him,
 "Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.
 I no longer deserve to be called your son;
 treat me as you would treat one of your hired workers."'
 So he got up and went back to his father.
 While he was still a long way off,
 his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion.
 He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him.
 His son said to him,
 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you;
 I no longer deserve to be called your son.'
 But his father ordered his servants,
 'Quickly, bring the finest robe and put it on him;
 put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
 Take the fattened calf and slaughter it.
 Then let us celebrate with a feast,
 because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again;
 he was lost, and has been found.'
 Then the celebration began.
 Now the older son had been out in the field
 and, on his way back, as he neared the house,
 he heard the sound of music and dancing.
 He called one of the servants and asked what this might mean.
 The servant said to him,
 'Your brother has returned
 and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf
 because he has him back safe and sound.'
 He became angry,
 and when he refused to enter the house,
 his father came out and pleaded with him.
 He said to his father in reply,
 'Look, all these years I served you
 and not once did I disobey your orders;
 yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my friends.
 But when your son returns
 who swallowed up your property with prostitutes,
 for him you slaughter the fattened calf.'
 He said to him,
 'My son, you are here with me always;
 everything I have is yours.
 But now we must celebrate and rejoice,
 because your brother was dead and has come to life again;
 he was lost and has been found.'"

Optional Memorial of Saints Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718

Reading 1

Romans 8:31b-39

Brothers and sisters:
 If God is for us, who can be against us?
 He who did not spare his own Son
 but handed him over for us all,
 how will he not also give us everything else along with him?
 Who will bring a charge against God's chosen ones?
 It is God who acquits us.
 Who will condemn?
 It is Christ Jesus who died, rather, was raised,
 who also is at the right hand of God,
 who indeed intercedes for us.
 What will separate us from the love of Christ?
 Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
 or nakedness, or peril, or the sword?
 As it is written:

For your sake we are being slain all the day;
 we are looked upon as sheep to be slaughtered.

No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly
 through him who loved us.
 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
 nor angels, nor principalities,
 nor present things, nor future things,
 nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
 nor any other creature will be able to separate us
 from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 124:2-3, 4-5, 7-8

R. (7) Our soul has escaped like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Had not the LORD been with us–
 when men rose up against us,
 Then would they have swallowed us alive,
 when their fury was inflamed against us.

R. Our soul has escaped like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Then would the waters have overwhelmed us;
 The torrent would have swept over us;
 over us then would have swept
 the raging waters.

R. Our soul has escaped like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Broken was the snare,
 and we were freed.
 Our help is in the name of the LORD,
 who made heaven and earth.

R. Our soul has escaped like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 10:34-39

Jesus said to his Apostles:
 "Do not think that I have come to bring peace upon the earth.
 I have come to bring not peace but the sword.
 For I have come to set

a man 'against his father,
 a daughter against her mother,
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
 and one's enemies will be those of his household.'

"Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me,
 and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;
 and whoever does not take up his cross
 and follow after me is not worthy of me.
 Whoever finds his life will lose it,
 and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it."

Reflection
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Saturday (March 7):  Father, I Have Sinned against Heaven and YouMeditation: How can you love someone who turns their back on you and still forgive them from the heart? The prophets remind us that God does not abandon us, even if we turn our backs on him (Micah 7:18). He calls us back to himself - over and over and over again. Jesus' story of the father and his two sons (sometimes called the parable of the prodigal son) is the longest parable in the Gospels.

What is the main point or focus of the story? Is it the contrast between an obedient and a disobedient son or is it between the warm reception given to a spendthrift son by his father and the cold reception given by the eldest son? Jesus contrasts the father's merciful love with the eldest son's somewhat harsh reaction to his errant brother and to the lavish party his joyful father throws for his repentant son. While the errant son had wasted his father's money, his father, nonetheless, maintained unbroken love for his son.

The son, while he was away, learned a lot about himself. And he realized that his father had given him love which he had not returned. He had yet to learn about the depth of his father's love for him. His deep humiliation at finding himself obliged to feed on the husks of pigs and his reflection on all he had lost, led to his repentance and decision to declare himself guilty before his father. While he hoped for reconciliation with his father, he could not have imagined a full restoration of relationship. The father did not need to speak words of forgiveness to his son; his actions spoke more loudly and clearly! The beautiful robe, the ring, and the festive banquet symbolize the new life - pure, worthy, and joyful - of anyone who returns to God.

The prodigal could not return to the garden of innocence, but he was welcomed and reinstated as a son. The errant son's dramatic change from grief and guilt to forgiveness and restoration express in picture-language the resurrection from the dead, a rebirth to new life from spiritual death. The parable also contrasts mercy and its opposite - unforgiveness. The father who had been wronged, was forgiving. But the eldest son, who had not been wronged, was unforgiving. His unforgiveness turns into contempt and pride. And his resentment leads to his isolation and estrangement from the community of forgiven sinners.

In this parable Jesus gives a vivid picture of God and what God is like. God is truly kinder than us. He does not lose hope or give up when we stray. He rejoices in finding the lost and in welcoming them home. Do you know the joy of repentance and the restoration of relationship as a son or daughter of your heavenly Father?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I never doubt your love nor take for granted the mercy you have shown to me. Fill me with your transforming love that I may be merciful as you are merciful.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 8, 2026

Third Sunday of Lent

Reading I

Exodus 17:3-7

In those days, in their thirst for water,
 the people grumbled against Moses,
 saying, “Why did you ever make us leave Egypt?
 Was it just to have us die here of thirst 
 with our children and our livestock?”
 So Moses cried out to the LORD, 
 “What shall I do with this people?
 a little more and they will stone me!”
 The LORD answered Moses,
 “Go over there in front of the people, 
 along with some of the elders of Israel, 
 holding in your hand, as you go, 
 the staff with which you struck the river.
 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock in Horeb.
 Strike the rock, and the water will flow from it 
 for the people to drink.”
 This Moses did, in the presence of the elders of Israel.
 The place was called Massah and Meribah, 
 because the Israelites quarreled there
 and tested the LORD, saying,
 “Is the LORD in our midst or not?”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9

R. (8) If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD;
 let us acclaim the Rock of our salvation.
 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
 let us joyfully sing psalms to him.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Come, let us bow down in worship;
 let us kneel before the LORD who made us.
 For he is our God,
 and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Oh, that today you would hear his voice:
 “Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
 as in the day of Massah in the desert,
 Where your fathers tempted me;
 they tested me though they had seen my works.”

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Reading II

Romans 5:1-2, 5-8

Brothers and sisters:
 Since we have been justified by faith, 
 we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 through whom we have gained access by faith 
 to this grace in which we stand, 
 and we boast in hope of the glory of God.

And hope does not disappoint, 
 because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts 
 through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
 For Christ, while we were still helpless, 
 died at the appointed time for the ungodly.
 Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for a just person, 
 though perhaps for a good person one might even find courage to die.
 But God proves his love for us
 in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.

Verse Before the Gospel

John 4:42, 15

Lord, you are truly the Savior of the world;
 give me living water, that I may never thirst again.

Gospel

John 4:5-42

Jesus came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, 
 near the plot of land that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
 Jacob’s well was there.
 Jesus, tired from his journey, sat down there at the well.
 It was about noon.

A woman of Samaria came to draw water.
 Jesus said to her,
 “Give me a drink.”
 His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.
 The Samaritan woman said to him,
 “How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?”
 —For Jews use nothing in common with Samaritans.—
 Jesus answered and said to her,
 “If you knew the gift of God
 and who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink, ‘
 you would have asked him 
 and he would have given you living water.”
 The woman said to him, 
 “Sir, you do not even have a bucket and the cistern is deep; 
 where then can you get this living water?
 Are you greater than our father Jacob, 
 who gave us this cistern and drank from it himself 
 with his children and his flocks?”
 Jesus answered and said to her, 
 “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; 
 but whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; 
 the water I shall give will become in him
 a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
 The woman said to him,
 “Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty 
 or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

Jesus said to her,
 “Go call your husband and come back.”
 The woman answered and said to him,
 “I do not have a husband.”
 Jesus answered her,
 “You are right in saying, ‘I do not have a husband.’
 For you have had five husbands, 
 and the one you have now is not your husband.
 What you have said is true.”
 The woman said to him,
 “Sir, I can see that you are a prophet.
 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain; 
 but you people say that the place to worship is in Jerusalem.”
 Jesus said to her,
 “Believe me, woman, the hour is coming
 when you will worship the Father
 neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
 You people worship what you do not understand; 
 we worship what we understand, 
 because salvation is from the Jews.
 But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
 when true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth; 
 and indeed the Father seeks such people to worship him.
 God is Spirit, and those who worship him
 must worship in Spirit and truth.”
 The woman said to him,
 “I know that the Messiah is coming, the one called the Christ; 
 when he comes, he will tell us everything.”
 Jesus said to her,
 “I am he, the one speaking with you.”

At that moment his disciples returned, 
 and were amazed that he was talking with a woman, 
 but still no one said, “What are you looking for?” 
 or “Why are you talking with her?”
 The woman left her water jar 
 and went into the town and said to the people, 
 “Come see a man who told me everything I have done.
 Could he possibly be the Christ?”
 They went out of the town and came to him.
 Meanwhile, the disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat.”
 But he said to them,
 “I have food to eat of which you do not know.”
 So the disciples said to one another, 
 “Could someone have brought him something to eat?”
 Jesus said to them,
 “My food is to do the will of the one who sent me
 and to finish his work.
 Do you not say, ‘In four months the harvest will be here’?
 I tell you, look up and see the fields ripe for the harvest.
 The reaper is already receiving payment 
 and gathering crops for eternal life, 
 so that the sower and reaper can rejoice together.
 For here the saying is verified that ‘One sows and another reaps.’
 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for; 
 others have done the work, 
 and you are sharing the fruits of their work.” 

Many of the Samaritans of that town began to believe in him
 because of the word of the woman who testified, 
 “He told me everything I have done.”
 When the Samaritans came to him,

they invited him to stay with them; 
 and he stayed there two days.
 Many more began to believe in him because of his word, 
 and they said to the woman, 
 “We no longer believe because of your word; 
 for we have heard for ourselves, 
 and we know that this is truly the savior of the world.”

OR:

John 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42

Jesus came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, 
 near the plot of land that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
 Jacob’s well was there.
 Jesus, tired from his journey, sat down there at the well.
 It was about noon.

A woman of Samaria came to draw water.
 Jesus said to her,
 “Give me a drink.”
 His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.
 The Samaritan woman said to him, 
 “How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?”
 —For Jews use nothing in common with Samaritans.—
 Jesus answered and said to her,
 “If you knew the gift of God
 and who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink, ‘
 you would have asked him 
 and he would have given you living water.”
 The woman said to him, 
 “Sir, you do not even have a bucket and the cistern is deep; 
 where then can you get this living water?
 Are you greater than our father Jacob, 
 who gave us this cistern and drank from it himself 
 with his children and his flocks?”
 Jesus answered and said to her, 
 “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; 
 but whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; 
 the water I shall give will become in him
 a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
 The woman said to him,
 “Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty 

or have to keep coming here to draw water.

“I can see that you are a prophet.
 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain; 
 but you people say that the place to worship is in Jerusalem.”
 Jesus said to her,
 “Believe me, woman, the hour is coming
 when you will worship the Father 
 neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
 You people worship what you do not understand; 
 we worship what we understand, 
 because salvation is from the Jews.
 But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
 when true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth; 
 and indeed the Father seeks such people to worship him.
 God is Spirit, and those who worship him 
 must worship in Spirit and truth.”
 The woman said to him,
 “I know that the Messiah is coming, the one called the Christ; 
 when he comes, he will tell us everything.”
 Jesus said to her,
 “I am he, the one who is speaking with you.”

Many of the Samaritans of that town began to believe in him.
 When the Samaritans came to him,
 they invited him to stay with them; 
 and he stayed there two days.
 Many more began to believe in him because of his word, 
 and they said to the woman, 
 “We no longer believe because of your word;
 for we have heard for ourselves, 
 and we know that this is truly the savior of the world.”

Reflection
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3rd Sunday in Lent  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Exodus 17:3-7 

 
 The Book of Exodus (Greek for going out) relates the oppression of the Israelites in Egypt; the birth and education of Moses and his flight into the land of Midian; the appearance of God to Moses at Mount Sinai (Horeb); revelation of the sacred name of Yahweh (I AM), and the commissioning of Moses and Aaron to deliver the Israelites from bondage; the return of Moses to Egypt, and his vain appeal to Pharaoh to let Israel to go free; the first nine plagues (blood, frogs, gnats, flies, on livestock, boils, hail, locusts, and darkness); the institution of the Passover meal and the 10th plague (on the firstborn), and Israels departure from Egypt, the crossing of the Red Sea, the death of the pursuing Egyptians, the Song of Triumph, the manna, and other incidents of the journey through the wilderness; the sojourn at Mount Sinai and the giving of the Law, including the 10 commandments and the book of the covenant; directions for the building of the tabernacle and the consecration of Aaron and the priests; the falling away of the people from Yahweh and the worshiping of the golden calf; the prayer of Moses for the people and their return to Gods favor; the construction of the tabernacle and its furniture. Unfortunately, the author does not name the Pharaoh or Pharaohs under whom the events in Egypt transpired. 1 Kings 6:1 says that it was 480 years from the Exodus to Solomons temple. Since Solomon ascended to the throne in 960 B.C., the exodus would have been about 1440 B.C. This would place the events in the 15th century, but archaeological evidence points to a 13th century date. If one takes the 1st Kings 480 years to be a round number indicating 12 generations, a 13th century date is possible; in fact, 1280    is suggested by archaeological evidence (Rameses II was pharaoh from 1292-1225 B.C.). Tradition has Moses as the author. Todays reading describes events which took place just before the Israelites arrived at Mount Sinai. Since they arrived at Mount Sinai three months after they left Egypt, this is very early in the Exodus; but after the manna and the quail. From the wilderness of Sin the Israelites moved on to Rephidim which most scholars today locate in the Wadi Refayid, some 30 miles from Mount Sinai. 3    Here, then, in their thirst for water, the people grumbled against Moses, This is the second incident involving water. The first (Exodus 15:22-27), involved water that was too bitter (alkaline) to drink. At that, the Israelites grumbled against Moses, the Lord told him to throw a piece of wood into the water, and it became sweet. There, the water was bitter, here there is none at all. They grumble against Moses again but their 1    quarrel is really with God: they do not believe He can be their God in the wilderness and dont trust Him to provide for them. saying, Why did you ever make us leave Egypt? Was it just to have us die here of thirst with our children and our livestock? 4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, What shall I do with this people? A little more and they will stone me! 5 The LORD answered Moses, Go over there in front of the people, along with some of the elders of Israel, holding in your hand, as you go, the staff with which you struck the river. The staff is the same one that turned into a serpent, brought forth the plagues of frogs and gnats, turned the Nile into blood, and parted the Red Sea. 6    I will be standing there in front of you on the rock in Horeb. Horeb is a general name for the mountain range that runs through the region. Sinai is one of its peaks. Generally, the name is used interchangeably with Sinai. Strike the rock, and the water will flow from it for the people to drink. This Moses did, in the presence of the elders of Israel. Notice that there is no divine rebuke, but only the command to take some of the elders and go to the rock and strike it. The elders represent the people and are witnesses. 7    The place was called Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled there and tested the LORD, Massah means the (place of the) testing and Meribah means the (place of the) quarrelingin Hebrew. saying, Is the LORD in our midst or not? God has provided manna and water in the desert, He has withstood their test and has shown His authority over the wilderness. From this incident, later rabbis built an oral tradition that this rock as a source of water followed the Israelites through the desert. St. Paul refers to this oral tradition in 1 Corinthians 10:4. Yet, there are people today who state that oral tradition has no authority. 

 

2nd Reading - Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 

 
 The letter to the Romans was written by Paul during his third missionary journey (A.D. 55- 56). It was probably written from Corinth. Pauls background was that of a Hebrew pharisee, and thus schooled in the concept of family covenant rather than in the 2    Roman court as so many today try to assert. We must always be careful to interpret Scripture through the eyes and understanding of the sacred writer. 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, The earlier part of this book shows that faith is not just believing, but living out that belief because of certainty that God is true to His covenant. His covenant with Abraham (to provide worldwide blessing) is not yet finished. In fact, the first and last uses by Saint Paul of the word faith in this book of Romans (1:5 and 16:26) it is not faith alone, but obedience of faith to which he refers, thus setting the context for the use of the word faith throughout the entire epistle. The only use of the term faith alone in the entire Bible is in James 2:24 where it says See how a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. Let no one say to himself: If [justification] is from faith, how is it freely given: If faith merits it, why is it not rather paid than given? Let the faithful man not say such a thing; for, if he says: I have faith, therefore I merit justification, he will be answered: What have you that you did not receive? If, therefore, faith entreats and receives justification, according as God has apportioned to each in the measure of his faith, nothing of human merit precedes the grace of God, but grace itself merits increase, and the increase merits perfection, with the will accompanying but not leading, following along but not going in advance. (Saint Augustine of Hippo (A.D. 417), Letter to Paulinus of Nola, 186§3,7] we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, Because of Jesus all-perfect sacrifice, heaven is now opened and we are no longer slaves or servants, but children of God. See also Romans 14:19. 2    through whom we have gained access (by faith) to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. 5 And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through the holy Spirit that has been given to us. As children of God, we have an inheritance – the kingdom of God. 6    For Christ, while we were still helpless, yet died at the appointed time for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for a just person, though perhaps for a good person one might even find courage to die. Before the sacrifice of Christ, no one was justified and could do nothing to enable them to appear morally right before God. 8    But God proves his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. God so loves us that He allowed His Son to die so that heaven might be opened and we could enter. There is no quid pro quo here, this is not repayment, but a gift to us who are so 3    undeserving. If Christ gave Himself up to death at the right time for those who were unbelievers and enemies of God ... how much more will He protect us with His help if we believe in Him! He died for us in order to obtain life and glory for us. So if He died for His enemies, just think what He will do for His friends! [The Ambrosiaster (A.D. 366-384), Commentaries on Thirteen Pauline Epistles] 

 

Gospel - John 4:5-42 

 
 This event happened very early in Jesus public ministry: immediately after His baptism, the wedding feast at Cana, and His encounter with Nicodemus, all of which have baptismal significance. 5    So he came to a town of Samaria During the Assyrian occupation most of the inhabitants of Israel had been carried off into exile; some remained behind and intermingled with the people whom Sargon II (king of Assyria) had imported from Babylon, Cutah, Affa, Hamath, and Sepharuaim; thus forming a new people. From that time on, these people were called Samaritans (2 Kings 17:24). Friendly relations existed between the Samaritans and the kingdom of Judah until the Babylonian exile. When the Samaritans desired to assist the repatriated Jews in rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem, their offer was refused (Ezra 4:2-3). The Samaritans therefore built a temple of their own on Mount Gerizim. The Jews regarded them as racially impure and compromisers in religion. The usual route from Judea to Galilee lay through Samaria and took about three days. called Sychar, near the plot of land that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacobs well was there. Sychar Means liar or drunkard. Archaeologists have identified it with Askar, a small town on the southern base of Mount Ebal., about a mile north of Jacobs well. Saint Jerome identifies it as Shechem, as noted in Syriac manuscripts. Genesis 33:19 tells of Jacobs purchase of the land and Joshua 24:32 tells us that Joseph was buried there. Jesus, tired from his journey, sat down there at the well. It was about noon. 7 A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, Give me a drink. 8 His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink? (For Jews use nothing in common with Samaritans.) Not only was it unheard of for a rabbi to speak familiarly with a woman in public, it was also unheard of for a Jew to request a drink from a Samaritan. Jews considered Samaritans, and therefore their utensils for eating and drinking, unclean. 4    10    Jesus answered and said to her, If you knew the gift of God and who is saying to you, Give me a drink, Jesus himself, whom the woman does not yet recognize, is the gift. She sees only a Jew who is a very bold and thirsty traveler. you would have asked him and he would have given you living water. 11 (The woman) said to him, Sir, you do not even have a bucket and the cistern is deep; where then can you get this living water? As Nicodemus did (John 3:4), the woman takes Jesus literally. She thinks he is talking about flowing water rather than water from a well or cistern. Just as He did with Nicodemus, Jesus uses this misunderstanding as an opportunity for further teaching. 12    Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us this cistern and drank from it himself with his children and his flocks? Since Jesus cant mean to get water from this well, where will He get it? Even Jacob had no better source than this well. The Samaritans also claimed descent from the patriarchs, through the Joseph tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh and thus refer to Jacob as their father. 13    Jesus answered and said to her, Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; 14 but whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall give will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life. Jesus begins to explain the meaning of His words (as He does every time He is misunderstood). Sirach 24:20 (a writing with which the Samaritan woman would be unfamiliar) says that the drinker of wisdom will thirst again. The water which Christ will give will satisfy thirst forever. The Christian reader is reminded of baptism, the water of Christ that confers the gift of eternal life. 15    The woman said to him, Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water. The woman still misunderstands. 16    Jesus said to her, Go call your husband and come back. The Hebrew word for husband is baal which also means lord. 17    The woman answered and said to him, I do not have a husband. Jesus answered her, You are right in saying, I do not have a husband. 18 For you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true. In saying the man you are with now, Jesus is referring to Himself. Jacob met his wife at a 5    well but Jesus tells her that He is not destined to be her husband. There is, however, a much deeper meaning: Hosea 2 tells of when the Messiah comes he will go to Israel (Samaria) and betroth to Israel and take away the Baals. According to Dr. Scott Hahn, the prophets were sent to condemn Samaria you will be given over to the pagan nations surrounding you and they will bring their Baals (gods). The prophets listed five different Baals (2 Kings 17) and she has had five husbands (baals). 19    The woman said to him, Sir, I can see that you are a prophet. A curious statement, coming from a Samaritan. The Samaritans held only the first five books of the Bible to be sacred because they rejected the prophets (who did not speak kindly of them). The only prophet they accepted was the one who was to come as promised in Deuteronomy 18:15-19. What she is really saying is that Jesus is The Prophet. 20    Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain; but you people say that the place to worship is in Jerusalem. This conversation takes place at the foot of Mount Gerizim (Mount Ebal in Jewish terminology), the Samaritan place of worship; here the patriarchs had sacrificed (Genesis 12:7; 33:20) and here according to the Samaritan version of Deuteronomy 27:4, the Israelites had first set up an altar in Palestine. 21    Jesus said to her, Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You people worship what you do not understand; we worship what we understand, because salvation is from the Jews. Jesus must be agreeing that in Judaism, not the Samaritan version of it, Gods revelation has been safeguarded. 23    But the hour is coming, and is now here, when true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth; and indeed the Father seeks such people to worship him. The first mention of His hour in Johns gospel is associated with wine at the marriage feast. Here, it is associated with worship. The Spirit is given by God that reveals truth and enables one to worship God appropriately (John 14:16-17). The Spirit is received at baptism. 24    God is Spirit, and those who worship him must worship in Spirit and truth. The new covenant which Jesus will institute is Spirit and truth. 25    The woman said to him, I know that the Messiah is coming, the one called the Anointed; when he comes, he will tell us everything. The woman again states her recognition that Jesus is the prophet the Samaritans had 6    expected; she uses Jewish terminology, the Samaritans expected a prophet like Moses. 26    Jesus said to her, I am he, the one who is speaking with you. Jesus confirms her knowledge by saying I am (Yahweh). 27    At that moment his disciples returned, and were amazed that he was talking with a woman, but still no one said, What are you looking for? or Why are you talking with her? 28 The woman left her water jar and went into the town and said to the people, 29 Come see a man who told me everything I have done. Could he possibly be the Messiah? The woman leaves to spread the word without the usual warning of tell no one. She is the first evangelist. 30    They went out of the town and came to him. 31 Meanwhile, the disciples urged him, Rabbi, eat. 32 But he said to them, I have food to eat of which you do not know. 33 So the disciples said to one another, Could someone have brought him something to eat? The woman fully realizes who Jesus is, but the disciples are slow to understand. They still take everything in its superficial sense. 34    Jesus said to them, My food is to do the will of the one who sent me and to finish his work. In these words Jesus sums up His entire career. 35    Do you not say, In four months the harvest will be here? This is apparently some sort of Palestinian proverb. It takes four months from planting to harvest. I tell you, look up and see the fields ripe for the harvest. The harvest of which Jesus speaks is of Gods planting and is ready now (see Matthew 9:37-38). The woman who goes even now to witness to the people of her village, who will soon come to see for themselves. 36    The reaper is already receiving his payment and gathering crops for eternal life, so that the sower and reaper can rejoice together. In this harvest there is no interval at all from sowing to reaping, the sower and the reaper rejoice at the same time when their jobs are finished. 37    For here the saying is verified that One sows and another reaps. 7    Job 31:8; Ecclesiastes 2:21. 38    I sent you to reap what you have not worked for; others have done the work, and you are sharing the fruits of their work. 39 Many of the Samaritans of that town began to believe in him because of the word of the woman who testified, He told me everything I have done. The Samaritans follow the model of all who have true faith; almost the same words are used to describe the disciples in John 17:20. First having believed because of the womans testimony, they eventually come to believe because of His own word. 40    When the Samaritans came to him, they invited him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41 Many more began to believe in him because of his word, 42 and they said to the woman, We no longer believe because of your word; for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the savior of the world. Not only have they come to believe, they also recognize in Him something more than the Messiah to which the woman had witnessed. Jesus, by transcending national lines in dealing with them, has laid a basis for a universal affirmation of Gods salvation. 
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Sunday (March 8):  A Spring of Water Welling up to Eternal LifeMeditation: Would you do a favor for someone who snubbed you or treated you like an enemy? Jesus did just that and more! He treated the Samaritans, the sworn enemies of the Jews, with great kindness and respect. The Samaritans who lived in middle region of Israel between Galilee and Judaea and the Jews who lived in the rest of the land of Israel had been divided for centuries. They had no dealings with one another, avoiding all social contact, even trade, and inter-marriage. If their paths crossed it would not be unusual for hostility to break out.

When Jesus decided to pass through Samaria he stopped at Jacob's well because it was mid-day and he was both tired from the journey and thirsty. Jacob's well was a good mile and a half from the nearest town, called Sychar. It wasn't easy to draw water from this well since it was over a hundred feet deep. Jesus had neither rope nor bucket to fetch the water.

When a Samaritan woman showed up at the well, both were caught by surprise. Why would a Samaritan woman walk a mile and a half in the mid-day heat to fetch her water at a remote well rather than in her local town? She was an outcast and not welcomed among her own townspeople. Jesus then did something no respectable Jew would think of doing. He reached out to her, thus risking ritual impurity and scorn from his fellow Jews. He also did something no strict Rabbi would dare to do in public without loss to his reputation. He treated the woman like he would treat one of his friends - he greeted her and spoke at length with her. Jesus' welcoming approach to her was scandalous to both Jews and Samaritans because this woman was an adulteress and public sinner as well. No decent Jew or Samaritan would even think of being seen with such a woman, let alone exchanging a word with her!

Jesus broke through the barriers of prejudice, hostility, and tradition to bring the good news of peace and reconciliation to Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles alike. He demonstrated the universality of the gospel both in word and deed. No one is barred from the love of God and the good news of salvation. There is only one thing that can keep us from God and his redeeming love - our stubborn pride and wilful rebellion.

What is the point of Jesus' exchange with the Samaritan woman about water? Water in the arid land was scarce. Jacob's well was located in a strategic fork of the road between Samaria and Galilee. One can live without food for several days, but not without water. Water is a source of life and growth for all living things. When rain came to the desert, the water transformed the wasteland into a fertile field.

The kind of water which Jesus spoke about was living, running, fresh, pure water. Fresh water from a cool running stream was always preferred to the still water one might find in a pool or resevoir. When the Israelites complained about lack of water in the wilderness, God instructed Moses to strike the rock and a stream of fresh living water gushed out (Exodus17:6 ). Even though the Israelites did not trust God to care for them in the wilderness, God, nonetheless gave them abundant water and provision through the intercession of his servant Moses.

The image of "living water" is used throughout the scriptures as a symbol of God's wisdom, a wisdom that imparts life and blessing to all who receive it. "The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life" (Proverbs 13:14). "Living water" was also a symbol for the Jews of thirst of the soul for God. The water which Jesus spoke of symbolized the Holy Spirit and his work of recreating us in God's image and sustaining in us the new life which comes from God. The life which the Holy Spirit produces in us makes us a "new creation" in Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). Do you thirst for God and for the life of the Holy Spirit within you?

Hippolytus (170-236 AD), an early Christian writer and theologian who lived in Rome, explains the significance of the Holy Spirit's work in us: "This is the water of the Spirit: It refreshes paradise, enriches the earth, gives life to living things. It is the water of Christ's baptism; it is our life. If you go with faith to this renewing fountain, you renounce Satan your enemy and confess Christ your God. You cease to be a slave and become an adopted son. You come forth radiant as the sun and brilliant with justice. You come forth a son of God and fellow-heir with Christ." (From a sermon, On the Epiphany )
Basil the Great (330-379 AD), a great early Christian teacher and Greek bishop of Caesarea, speaks in a similar manner: "The Spirit restores paradise to us and the way to heaven and adoption as children of God; he instills confidence that we may call God truly Father and grants us the grace of Christ to be children of the light and to enjoy eternal glory. In a word, he bestows the fullness of blessings in this world and the next; for we may contemplate now in the mirror of faith the promised things we shall someday enjoy. If this is the foretaste, what must the reality be? If these are the first fruits, what must be the harvest?" (From the treatise, The Holy Spirit )


Prayer: Lord Jesus, my soul thirsts for you. Fill me with your Holy Spirit that I may always find joy in your presence and take delight in doing your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 9, 2026

Monday of the Third Week of Lent

Reading 1

2 Kings 5:1-15ab

Naaman, the army commander of the king of Aram,
 was highly esteemed and respected by his master,
 for through him the LORD had brought victory to Aram.
 But valiant as he was, the man was a leper.
 Now the Arameans had captured in a raid on the land of Israel
 a little girl, who became the servant of Naaman's wife.
 "If only my master would present himself to the prophet in Samaria,"
 she said to her mistress, "he would cure him of his leprosy."
 Naaman went and told his lord
 just what the slave girl from the land of Israel had said.
 "Go," said the king of Aram.
 "I will send along a letter to the king of Israel."
 So Naaman set out, taking along ten silver talents,
 six thousand gold pieces, and ten festal garments.
 To the king of Israel he brought the letter, which read:
 "With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you,
 that you may cure him of his leprosy."

When he read the letter,
 the king of Israel tore his garments and exclaimed:
 "Am I a god with power over life and death,
 that this man should send someone to me to be cured of leprosy?
 Take note! You can see he is only looking for a quarrel with me!"
 When Elisha, the man of God,
 heard that the king of Israel had torn his garments,
 he sent word to the king:
 "Why have you torn your garments?
 Let him come to me and find out
 that there is a prophet in Israel."

Naaman came with his horses and chariots
 and stopped at the door of Elisha's house.
 The prophet sent him the message:
 "Go and wash seven times in the Jordan,
 and your flesh will heal, and you will be clean."
 But Naaman went away angry, saying,
 "I thought that he would surely come out and stand there
 to invoke the LORD his God,
 and would move his hand over the spot,
 and thus cure the leprosy.
 Are not the rivers of Damascus, the Abana and the Pharpar,
 better than all the waters of Israel? 
 Could I not wash in them and be cleansed?"
 With this, he turned about in anger and left.

But his servants came up and reasoned with him.
 "My father," they said,
 "if the prophet had told you to do something extraordinary,
 would you not have done it?
 All the more now, since he said to you,
 'Wash and be clean,' should you do as he said."
 So Naaman went down and plunged into the Jordan seven times
 at the word of the man of God.
 His flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

He returned with his whole retinue to the man of God.
 On his arrival he stood before him and said,
 "Now I know that there is no God in all the earth,
 except in Israel."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4

R. (see 42:3) Athirst is my soul for the living God.

When shall I go and behold the face of God?
 As the hind longs for the running waters,
 so my soul longs for you, O God.

R. Athirst is my soul for the living God.

When shall I go and behold the face of God?
 Athirst is my soul for God, the living God.
 When shall I go and behold the face of God?

R. Athirst is my soul for the living God.

When shall I go and behold the face of God?
 Send forth your light and your fidelity;
 they shall lead me on
 And bring me to your holy mountain,
 to your dwelling-place.

R. Athirst is my soul for the living God.

When shall I go and behold the face of God?
 Then will I go in to the altar of God,
 the God of my gladness and joy;
 Then will I give you thanks upon the harp,
 O God, my God!

R. Athirst is my soul for the living God.

When shall I go and behold the face of God?

Verse Before the Gospel

See Psalm 130:5, 7

I hope in the LORD, I trust in his word;
 with him there is kindness and plenteous redemption.



Gospel

Luke 4:24-30
 Jesus said to the people in the synagogue at Nazareth:
 “Amen, I say to you,
 no prophet is accepted in his own native place.
 Indeed, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel
 in the days of Elijah
 when the sky was closed for three and a half years
 and a severe famine spread over the entire land.
 It was to none of these that Elijah was sent,
 but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon.
 Again, there were many lepers in Israel
 during the time of Elisha the prophet;
 yet not one of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”
 When the people in the synagogue heard this,
 they were all filled with fury.
 They rose up, drove him out of the town,
 and led him to the brow of the hill
 on which their town had been built, 
 to hurl him down headlong.
 But he passed through the midst of them and went away.

Optional Memorial of Saint Frances of Rome, religious

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women, #737-742.

Reading 1

Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31

When one finds a worthy wife,
 her value is far beyond pearls.
 Her husband, entrusting his heart to her,
 has an unfailing prize.
 She brings him good, and not evil,
 all the days of her life.
 She obtains wool and flax
 and makes cloth with skillful hands.
 She puts her hands to the distaff,
 and her fingers ply the spindle.
 She reaches out her hands to the poor,
 and extends her arms to the needy.
 Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting;
 the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.
 Give her a reward of her labors,
 and let her works praise her at the city gates.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11

R. (2) I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. (9) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear and be glad.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
 for nought is lacking to those who fear him.
 The great grow poor and hungry;
 but those who seek the LORD want for no good thing.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia

John 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Matthew 22:34-40

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,
 they gathered together, and one of them,
 a scholar of the law, tested him by asking,
 "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?" 
 He said to him,
 "You shall love the Lord, your God,
 with all your heart,
 with all your soul,
 and with all your mind.
 This is the greatest and the first commandment.
 The second is like it:
 You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
 The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments."

Reflection 
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Monday (March 9):  Jesus' Power to Heal and CleanseMeditation: Do you believe that God wants to act with power in your life today? Power to set you free from sin and hurtful desires, fear and oppression. Throughout the Scriptures we see God performing mighty acts to save his people from death and destruction - from Noah's ark that spared his family from the flood of wickedness that had spread across the land to Moses and the Israelites who crossed through the parting waters of the Red Sea as they fled the armies of Pharoah their slave Master and oppressor.

Throughout the Gospel accounts Jesus praised individuals who put their faith in God as they remembered the great and wonderful deeds he had performed time and again. Jesus even praised outsiders - non-Jews and pagans from other lands who had heard about the mighty deeds of the God of Israel. One example Jesus mentioned was Naaman the pagan army commander from Syria who was afflicted with leprosy - a debilitating skin disease that slowly ate away the flesh (2 Kings 5:1-15). Naaman's slave-girl was a young Jewish woman who had faith in God and compassion for Naaman her master. She urged him to seek healing from Elisha, the great prophet of Israel.When Naaman went to the land of Israel to seek a cure for his leprosy, the prophet Elisha instructed him to bathe seven times in the Jordan river. Namaan was indignant at first, but then repented and followed the prophet's instructions. In doing so he was immediately restored in body and spirit.

Healing the leprosy of soul and body
What is the significance of Naaman's healing for us? Ephrem the Syrian (306-373 AD), an early Christian teacher from Edessa, tells us that Naaman's miraculous healing at the River Jordan, prefigures the mystery of the healing which is freely granted to all nations of the earth by our Lord Jesus through the regenerating waters of baptism and renewal in the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5). "Therefore Naaman was sent to the Jordan as to the remedy capable to heal a human being. Indeed, sin is the leprosy of the soul, which is not perceived by the senses, but intelligence has the proof of it, and human nature must be delivered from this disease by Christ's power which is hidden in baptism. It was necessary that Naaman, in order to be purified from two diseases, that of the soul and that of the body, might represent in his own person the purification of all the nations through the bath of regeneration, whose beginning was in the river Jordan, the mother and originator of baptism." (commentary ON THE SECOND BOOK OF KINGS 5.10-1)
Jesus told Nicodemus, "unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (John 3:5). The Lord Jesus wants to renew in each one of us the gift of faith and the regenerating power of baptism and the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5) which cleanses us of the leprosy of sin and makes us "newborn" sons and daughters of God.

Confronting the sin of indifference and unbelief
When Jesus first proclaimed the good news of God's kingdom to his own townspeople at Nazareth (Luke 4:23-27), he did not hesitate to confront them with their sin of indifference and unbelief. He startled his listeners in the synagogue at Nazareth with a seeming rebuke that no prophet or servant of God could receive honor among his own people. He then angered them when he complimented Gentiles who had shown more faith in God than the "chosen ones" of Israel. Some who despised the Gentiles (non-Jews) even spoke of them as "fuel for the fires of hell." Jesus' praise for "outsiders" offended the ears of his own people because they were blind-sighted to God's merciful plan of redemption for all the nations. The word of rebuke spoken by Jesus was met with indignation and hostility. The Nazarenes forcibly threw him out of their town and would have done him physical harm had he not stopped them.

The Lord brings healing and pardon to all who humbly seek him with faith and trust
We all stand in need of God's grace and merciful help every day and every moment of our lives. Scripture tells us that "the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning" (Lamentations 3:22-23). God gives grace to the humble who seek him with expectant faith and with a repentant heart that wants to be made whole and clean again.

The Lord Jesus will set us free from every sinful habit and every harmful way of relating to our neighbor, if we allow him to cleanse and heal us. If we want to walk in freedom and grow in love and holiness, then we must humbly renounce our sinful ways and submit to Christ's instruction and healing discipline in our lives. Scripture tells us that the Lord disciplines us for our good that we may share his holiness (Hebrews 12:10). Do you want the Lord Jesus to set you free and make you whole again? Ask him to show you the way to walk in his healing love and truth.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, teach me to love your ways that I may be quick to renounce sin and wilfulness in my life. Make me whole and clean again that I may delight to do your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 10, 2026

Tuesday of the Third Week of Lent

Reading 1

Daniel 3:25, 34-43

Azariah stood up in the fire and prayed aloud:

“For your name’s sake, O Lord, do not deliver us up forever,
 or make void your covenant.
 Do not take away your mercy from us,
 for the sake of Abraham, your beloved,
 Isaac your servant, and Israel your holy one,
 To whom you promised to multiply their offspring
 like the stars of heaven,
 or the sand on the shore of the sea.
 For we are reduced, O Lord, beyond any other nation,
 brought low everywhere in the world this day
 because of our sins.
 We have in our day no prince, prophet, or leader,
 no burnt offering, sacrifice, oblation, or incense,
 no place to offer first fruits, to find favor with you.
 But with contrite heart and humble spirit
 let us be received;
 As though it were burnt offerings of rams and bullocks,
 or thousands of fat lambs,
 So let our sacrifice be in your presence today
 as we follow you unreservedly;
 for those who trust in you cannot be put to shame.
 And now we follow you with our whole heart,
 we fear you and we pray to you.
 Do not let us be put to shame,
 but deal with us in your kindness and great mercy.
 Deliver us by your wonders,
 and bring glory to your name, O Lord.”



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9

R. (6a) Remember your mercies, O Lord.

Your ways, O LORD, make known to me;
 teach me your paths,
 Guide me in your truth and teach me,
 for you are God my savior.

R. Remember your mercies, O Lord.

Remember that your compassion, O LORD,
 and your kindness are from of old.
 In your kindness remember me,
 because of your goodness, O LORD.

R. Remember your mercies, O Lord.

Good and upright is the LORD;
 thus he shows sinners the way.
 He guides the humble to justice,
 he teaches the humble his way.

R. Remember your mercies, O Lord.


 Verse Before the Gospel

Joel 2:12-13

Even now, says the LORD,
 return to me with your whole heart;
 for I am gracious and merciful.



Gospel

Matthew 18:21-35

Peter approached Jesus and asked him,
 “Lord, if my brother sins against me,
 how often must I forgive him?
 As many as seven times?”
 Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.
 That is why the Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king
 who decided to settle accounts with his servants.
 When he began the accounting,
 a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount.
 Since he had no way of paying it back,
 his master ordered him to be sold,
 along with his wife, his children, and all his property,
 in payment of the debt.
 At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said,
 ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.’
 Moved with compassion the master of that servant
 let him go and forgave him the loan.
 When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants
 who owed him a much smaller amount.
 He seized him and started to choke him, demanding,
 ‘Pay back what you owe.’
 Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him,
 ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’
 But he refused.
 Instead, he had him put in prison
 until he paid back the debt.
 Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened,
 they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master
 and reported the whole affair.
 His master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant!
 I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to.
 Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant,
 as I had pity on you?’
 Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers
 until he should pay back the whole debt.
 So will my heavenly Father do to you,
 unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart.”

Reflection
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Tuesday (March 10):  How Often Shall I Forgive?Meditation: Who doesn't have debts they need to pay off! And who wouldn't be grateful to have someone release them from their debts? But can we really expect mercy and pardon when we owe someone a great deal? When the people of Israel sinned and rebelled against God, God left them to their own devices until they repented and cried out to him for mercy. The Book of Daniel in the Old Testament recounts the story of Daniel and his three young friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, who were sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. When the King of Babylon threw Daniel's three friends into the fiery furnace, they cried out to God to have mercy not only on themselves, but to have mercy upon all his people. "Do not put us to shame, but deal with us in your forbearance and in your abundant mercy" (Daniel 3:19-43).

The prophet Jeremiah reminds us that God's "mercies never come to an end - they are new every morning" (Lamentations 3:22-23). God gives grace to the humble and he shows mercy to those who turn to him for healing and pardon.

We owe God a debt we could never repay
God's mercy towards each one of us shows us the way that God wants each one of us to be merciful towards one another. When Peter posed the question of forgiveness and showing mercy to one's neighbor, he characteristically offered an answer he thought Jesus would be pleased with. Why not forgive your neighbor seven times! How unthinkable for Jesus to counter with the proposition that one must forgive seventy times that. Jesus made it clear that there is no reckonable limit to mercy and pardon. And he drove the lesson home with a parable about two very different kinds of debts. The first man owed an enormous sum of money - millions in our currency. In Jesus' time this amount was greater than the total revenue of a province - more than it would cost to ransom a king! The man who was forgiven such an incredible debt could not, however bring himself to forgive his neighbor a very small debt which was about one- hundred-thousandth of his own debt. The contrast could not have been greater!

Jesus paid the price in full for our guilt and condemnation
Paul the Apostle tells us that "the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23). There is no way we could repay God the debt we owed him because of our sins and offenses. Only his mercy and pardon could free us from such a debt. There is no offense our neighbor can do to us that can compare with our debt to God! If God has forgiven each of us our own debt, which was very great, we, too must forgive others the debt they owe us.

Jesus ransomed us from slavery to sin and eternal death
Through Jesus' atoning sacrifice for our sins on the cross, we have been forgiven a debt beyond all reckoning. It cost God his very own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to ransom us with the price of his blood. Jesus paid the price for us and won for us pardon for our sins and freedom from slavery to our unruly desires and sinful habits. God in his mercy offers us the grace and help of his Holy Spirit so we can love as he loves, pardon as he pardons, and treat others with the same mercy and kindness which he has shown to us.

True peace with God
God has made his peace with us. Have you made your peace with God? If you believe and accept God's love and and pardon for you, then you likewise must choose to be merciful towards those who are in debt to you. Are you ready to forgive and to make peace with your neighbor as God has made peace with you?

Prayer: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred let me sow love. Where there is injury let me sow pardon. Where there is doubt let me sow faith. Where there is despair let me give hope. Where there is darkness let me give light. Where there is sadness let me give joy. (Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi, 1181-1226)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 11, 2026

Wednesday of the Third Week of Lent

Reading 1

Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9

Moses spoke to the people and said:
 "Now, Israel, hear the statutes and decrees
 which I am teaching you to observe,
 that you may live, and may enter in and take possession of the land 
 which the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 
 Therefore, I teach you the statutes and decrees
 as the LORD, my God, has commanded me,
 that you may observe them in the land you are entering to occupy.
 Observe them carefully,
 for thus will you give evidence
 of your wisdom and intelligence to the nations,
 who will hear of all these statutes and say,
 'This great nation is truly a wise and intelligent people.'
 For what great nation is there
 that has gods so close to it as the LORD, our God, is to us
 whenever we call upon him?
 Or what great nation has statutes and decrees
 that are as just as this whole law
 which I am setting before you today?

"However, take care and be earnestly on your guard
 not to forget the things which your own eyes have seen,
 nor let them slip from your memory as long as you live,
 but teach them to your children and to your children's children."



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20

R. (12a) Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

Glorify the LORD, O Jerusalem;
 praise your God, O Zion.
 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates;
 he has blessed your children within you.

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

He sends forth his command to the earth;
 swiftly runs his word!
 He spreads snow like wool;
 frost he strews like ashes.

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

He has proclaimed his word to Jacob,
 his statutes and his ordinances to Israel.
 He has not done thus for any other nation;
 his ordinances he has not made known to them.

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

Verse Before the Gospel

See John 6:63c, 68c

Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life;
 You have the words of everlasting life.



Gospel 

Matthew 5:17-19

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets.
 I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.
 Amen, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away,
 not the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter
 will pass from the law,
 until all things have taken place.
 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments
 and teaches others to do so
 will be called least in the Kingdom of heaven.
 But whoever obeys and teaches these commandments
 will be called greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.”

Reflection
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Wednesday (March 11):  Whoever Relaxes One of the CommandmentsMeditation: Do you view God's law negatively or positively? Jesus' attitude towards the law of God can be summed up in the great prayer of Psalm 119: "Oh, how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day." For the people of Israel the "law" could refer to the ten commandments or to the five Books of Moses, called the Pentateuch, which explain the commandments and ordinances of God for his people. The "law" also referred to the whole teaching or way of life which God gave to his people. The Jews in Jesus' time also used it as a description of the oral or scribal law. Needless to say, the scribes added many more things to the law than God intended. That is why Jesus often condemned the scribal law. It placed burdens on people which God had not intended. Jesus, however, made it very clear that the essence of God's law - his commandments and way of life, must be fulfilled.

Jesus taught reverence for God's law - reverence for God himself, for the Lord's Day, reverence or respect for parents, respect for life, for property, for another person's good name, respect for oneself and for one's neighbor lest wrong or hurtful desires master us. Reverence and respect for God's commandments teach us the way of love - love of God and love of neighbor.

The transforming work of the Holy Spirit
What is impossible to men and women is possible to God and those who put their faith and trust in God. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit the Lord transforms us and makes us like himself. We are a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17) because "God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us" (Romans 5:5). God gives us the grace to love as he loves, to forgive as he forgives, to think as he thinks, and to act as he acts.

The Lord loves justice and goodness and he hates every form of wickedness and sin. He wants to set us free from our unruly desires and sinful habits, so that we can choose to live each day in the peace, joy, and righteousness of his Holy Spirit (Romans 14: 17). To renounce sin is to turn away from what is harmful and destructive for our minds and hearts, and our very lives. As his followers we must love and respect his commandments and hate every form of sin. Do you love and revere the commands of the Lord?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, grant this day, to direct and sanctify, to rule and govern our hearts and bodies, so that all our thoughts, words and deeds may be according to your Father's law and thus may we be saved and protected through your mighty help.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 12, 2026

Thursday of the Third Week of Lent

Reading 1

Jeremiah 7:23-28

Thus says the LORD: 
 This is what I commanded my people:
 Listen to my voice;
 then I will be your God and you shall be my people.
 Walk in all the ways that I command you,
 so that you may prosper.

But they obeyed not, nor did they pay heed.
 They walked in the hardness of their evil hearts
 and turned their backs, not their faces, to me.
 From the day that your fathers left the land of Egypt even to this day,
 I have sent you untiringly all my servants the prophets.
 Yet they have not obeyed me nor paid heed;
 they have stiffened their necks and done worse than their fathers.
 When you speak all these words to them,
 they will not listen to you either;
 when you call to them, they will not answer you.
 Say to them:
 This is the nation that does not listen
 to the voice of the LORD, its God,
 or take correction.
 Faithfulness has disappeared;
 the word itself is banished from their speech.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9

R. (8) If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD;
 let us acclaim the Rock of our salvation.
 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
 let us joyfully sing psalms to him.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Come, let us bow down in worship;
 let us kneel before the LORD who made us.
 For he is our God,
 and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Oh, that today you would hear his voice:
 "Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
 as in the day of Massah in the desert,
 Where your fathers tempted me;
 they tested me though they had seen my works."

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.


 Verse Before the Gospel

Joel 2:12-13

Even now, says the LORD,
 return to me with your whole heart,
 for I am gracious and merciful.



Gospel

Luke 11:14-23

Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute,
 and when the demon had gone out,
 the mute man spoke and the crowds were amazed.
 Some of them said, "By the power of Beelzebul, the prince of demons,
 he drives out demons."
 Others, to test him, asked him for a sign from heaven.
 But he knew their thoughts and said to them,
 "Every kingdom divided against itself will be laid waste
 and house will fall against house.
 And if Satan is divided against himself, 
 how will his kingdom stand?
 For you say that it is by Beelzebul that I drive out demons.
 If I, then, drive out demons by Beelzebul,
 by whom do your own people drive them out?
 Therefore they will be your judges.
 But if it is by the finger of God that I drive out demons,
 then the Kingdom of God has come upon you.
 When a strong man fully armed guards his palace,
 his possessions are safe.
 But when one stronger than he attacks and overcomes him,
 he takes away the armor on which he relied
 and distributes the spoils.
 Whoever is not with me is against me,
 and whoever does not gather with me scatters."

Reflection
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Thursday (March 12):  God's Kingdom Has Come upon YouMeditation: What is the best protection which brings lasting security to our lives? Scripture tells us that true peace and security come to those who trust in God and obey his word. "Obey my voice and walk in all the way that I command you, that it may be well with you" (Jeremiah 7:23). The struggle between choosing to do good or evil, yielding to my will or God's will, God's way or my way, cannot be won by human strength or will-power alone. Our enemy, the devil, conspires with the "world" (whatever is opposed to God and his truth and righteousness) and our "flesh" (whatever inclines us to yield to hurtful desires and wrongdoing), to draw us away from the peace, joy, and security which God provides for those who put their trust in him.

Peter the Apostles tells us, Our adversary, the devil prowls the earth seeking the ruin of souls (1 Peter 5:8-9). The devil is opposed to God and he seeks to draw us away from God's plan and will for our lives. God offers us grace (his merciful help and strength) and protection (from Satan's lies and deception) if we are willing to obey his word and resist the devil's lies and temptations. Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your habitation, no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. For he will give his angels charge of you to guard you in all your ways (Psalm 91:9-11). The Lord offers us the peace and security of his kingdom which lasts forever and which no other power can overcome.

God's kingdom brings healing and freedom from the destructive forces of sin and Satan
Jesus' numerous exorcisms brought freedom to many who were troubled and oppressed by the work of evil spirits. Jesus himself encountered personal opposition and battled with Satan when he was put to the test in the wilderness just before his public ministry (Luke 4:1-13). He overcame the evil one through his obedience to the will of his Father. Some of the Jewish leaders reacted vehemently to Jesus' healings and exorcisms and they opposed him with malicious slander. How could he get the power and authority to release individuals from Satan's power? They assumed that he had to be in league with Satan. They attributed his power to Satan rather than to God.

Jesus answers their charge with two arguments. There were many exorcists among the Jews in Jesus' time. So Jesus retorted by saying that they also incriminate their own kin who cast out demons. If they condemn Jesus they also condemn themselves. In his second argument he asserts that no kingdom divided against itself can survive for long? We have witnessed enough civil wars in our own time to prove the destructive force at work here for the annihilation of whole peoples and their land. If Satan lends his power against his own forces then he is finished. How can a strong person be defeated except by someone who is stronger? Jesus asserted his power and authority to cast out demons as a clear demonstration of the reign of God.

Jesus' reference to the finger of God points back to Moses' confrontation with Pharoah and his magicians who represented Satan and the kingdom of darkness (see Exodus 8:19). Jesus claims to be carrying on the tradition of Moses whose miracles freed the Israelites from bondage by the finger of God . God's power is clearly at work in the exorcisms which Jesus performed and they give evidence that God's kingdom has come.

Is Jesus the Master of your life?
Jesus makes it clear that there are no neutral parties. We are either for Jesus or against him, for the kingdom of God or against it. There are two kingdoms in opposition to one another - the kingdom of God and the kingdom of darkness under the rule of Satan. If we disobey God's word, we open to door to the power of sin and Satan in our lives. If you want to live in freedom from sin and Satan, then your "house" - your life and possessions (all that you rely upon for livelihood, peace, and security) - must be occupied by Jesus where he is enthroned as Lord and Savior. Is the Lord Jesus the Master of your home, heart, mind, and will?

Prayer: O Lord, our God, grant us, we beseech you, patience in troubles, humility in comforts, constancy in temptations, and victory over all our spiritual foes. Grant us sorrow for our sins, thankfulness for your benefits, fear of your judgment, love of your mercies, and mindfulness of your presence; now and for ever. (Prayer by John Cosin)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 13, 2026

Friday of the Third Week of Lent

Reading 1

Hosea 14:2-10

Thus says the LORD:
 Return, O Israel, to the LORD, your God;
 you have collapsed through your guilt.
 Take with you words,
 and return to the LORD;
 Say to him, "Forgive all iniquity,
 and receive what is good, that we may render
 as offerings the bullocks from our stalls.
 Assyria will not save us,
 nor shall we have horses to mount;
 We shall say no more, 'Our god,'
 to the work of our hands;
 for in you the orphan finds compassion."

I will heal their defection, says the LORD,
 I will love them freely;
 for my wrath is turned away from them.
 I will be like the dew for Israel:
 he shall blossom like the lily;
 He shall strike root like the Lebanon cedar,
 and put forth his shoots.
 His splendor shall be like the olive tree
 and his fragrance like the Lebanon cedar.
 Again they shall dwell in his shade
 and raise grain;
 They shall blossom like the vine,
 and his fame shall be like the wine of Lebanon.

Ephraim! What more has he to do with idols?
 I have humbled him, but I will prosper him.
 "I am like a verdant cypress tree"– 
 Because of me you bear fruit!

Let him who is wise understand these things;
 let him who is prudent know them.
 Straight are the paths of the LORD,
 in them the just walk,
 but sinners stumble in them.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14 and 17

R. (see 11 and 9a) I am the Lord your God: hear my voice.

An unfamiliar speech I hear:
 "I relieved his shoulder of the burden;
 his hands were freed from the basket.
 In distress you called, and I rescued you."

R. I am the Lord your God: hear my voice.

"Unseen, I answered you in thunder;
 I tested you at the waters of Meribah.
 Hear, my people, and I will admonish you;
 O Israel, will you not hear me?"

R. I am the Lord your God: hear my voice.

"There shall be no strange god among you
 nor shall you worship any alien god.
 I, the LORD, am your God
 who led you forth from the land of Egypt."

R. I am the Lord your God: hear my voice.

"If only my people would hear me,
 and Israel walk in my ways,
 I would feed them with the best of wheat,
 and with honey from the rock I would fill them."

R. I am the Lord your God: hear my voice.


 Verse Before the Gospel

Matthew 4:17

Repent, says the Lord;
 the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.



Gospel

Mark 12:28-34

One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him,
 "Which is the first of all the commandments?"
 Jesus replied, "The first is this:
 Hear, O Israel!
 The Lord our God is Lord alone!
 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
 with all your soul, 
 with all your mind, 
 and with all your strength.
 The second is this:
 You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
 There is no other commandment greater than these."
 The scribe said to him, "Well said, teacher.
 You are right in saying,
 He is One and there is no other than he.
 And to love him with all your heart,
 with all your understanding, 
 with all your strength,
 and to love your neighbor as yourself
 is worth more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices."
 And when Jesus saw that he answered with understanding,
 he said to him,
 "You are not far from the Kingdom of God."
 And no one dared to ask him any more questions.

Reflection
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Friday (March 13):  You Are Not Far from the Kingdom of GodMeditation: What is the best and sure way to peace, happiness, and abundant life? The prophet Hosea addressed this question with his religious community - the people of Israel. Hosea's people lived in a time of economic anxiety and fear among the nations. They were tempted to put their security in their own possessions and in their political alliances with other nations rather than in God. Hosea called his people to return to God to receive pardon, healing, and restoration. He reminded them that God would "heal their faithlessness and love them freely" (Hosea 14:4). God's ways are right and his wisdom brings strength and blessing to those who obey him.

The grace and power of love and obedience
How does love and obedience to God's law go together? The Pharisees prided themselves in the knowledge of the law and their ritual requirements. They made it a life-time practice to study the 613 precepts of the Old Testament along with the numerous rabbinic commentaries. They tested Jesus to see if he correctly understood the law as they did. Jesus startled them with his profound simplicity and mastery of the law of God and its purpose.

What does God require of us? Simply that we love as he loves! God is love and everything he does flows from his love for us. God loved us first and our love for him is a response to his exceeding grace and kindness towards us. The love of God comes first and the love of neighbor is firmly grounded in the love of God. The more we know of God's love and truth the more we love what he loves and reject what is hateful and contrary to his will.

The love which conquers all
What makes our love for God and his commands grow in us? Faith in God and hope in his promises strengthen us in the love of God. They are essential for a good relationship with God, for being united with him. The more we know of God the more we love him and the more we love him the greater we believe and hope in his promises. The Lord, through the gift of the Holy Spirit, gives us a new freedom to love as he loves (Galatians 5:13). Do you allow anything to keep you from the love of God and the joy of serving others with a generous heart? Paul the Apostle says: hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us (Romans 5:5). Do you know the love which conquers all?

Prayer: We love you, O our God; and we desire to love you more and more. Grant to us that we may love you as much as we desire, and as much as we ought. O dearest friend, who has so loved and saved us, the thought of whom is so sweet and always growing sweeter, come with Christ and dwell in our hearts; that you keep a watch over our lips, our steps, our deeds, and we shall not need to be anxious either for our souls or our bodies. Give us love, sweetest of all gifts, which knows no enemy. Give us in our hearts pure love, born of your love to us, that we may love others as you love us. O most loving Father of Jesus Christ, from whom flows all love, let our hearts, frozen in sin, cold to you and cold to others, be warmed by this divine fire. So help and bless us in your Son. (Prayer of Anselm, 12th century)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 14, 2026

Saturday of the Third Week of Lent

Reading 1

Hosea 6:1-6

"Come, let us return to the LORD,
 it is he who has rent, but he will heal us;
 he has struck us, but he will bind our wounds.
 He will revive us after two days;
 on the third day he will raise us up,
 to live in his presence.
 Let us know, let us strive to know the LORD;
 as certain as the dawn is his coming,
 and his judgment shines forth like the light of day!
 He will come to us like the rain,
 like spring rain that waters the earth."

What can I do with you, Ephraim?
 What can I do with you, Judah?
 Your piety is like a morning cloud,
 like the dew that early passes away.
 For this reason I smote them through the prophets,
 I slew them by the words of my mouth;
 For it is love that I desire, not sacrifice,
 and knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.



Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab

R. (see Hosea 6:6) It is mercy I desire, and not sacrifice.

Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness;
 in the greatness of your compassion wipe out my offense.
 Thoroughly wash me from my guilt
 and of my sin cleanse me.

R. It is mercy I desire, and not sacrifice.

For you are not pleased with sacrifices;
 should I offer a burnt offering, you would not accept it.
 My sacrifice, O God, is a contrite spirit;
 a heart contrite and humbled, O God, you will not spurn.

R. It is mercy I desire, and not sacrifice.

Be bountiful, O LORD, to Zion in your kindness
 by rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem;
 Then shall you be pleased with due sacrifices,
 burnt offerings and holocausts.

R. It is mercy I desire, and not sacrifice.

Verse Before the Gospel

Psalm 95:8

If today you hear his voice,
 harden not your hearts.

Gospel

Luke 18:9-14

Jesus addressed this parable
 to those who were convinced of their own righteousness
 and despised everyone else.
 “Two people went up to the temple area to pray;
 one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector.
 The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to himself,
 ‘O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity —
 greedy, dishonest, adulterous — or even like this tax collector.
 I fast twice a week,
 and I pay tithes on my whole income.’
 But the tax collector stood off at a distance
 and would not even raise his eyes to heaven
 but beat his breast and prayed,
 ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’
 I tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former;
 for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,
 and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Reflection
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Saturday (March 14):  God, Be Merciful to Me a Sinner!Meditation: How can we know if our prayer is pleasing to God or not? The prophet Hosea, who spoke in God's name, said: "I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice" (Hosea 6:6). The prayers and sacrifices we make to God mean nothing to him if they do not spring from a heart of love for God and for one's neighbor. How can we expect God to hear our prayers if we do not approach him with humility and with a contrite heart that seeks mercy and forgiveness? We stand in constant need of God's grace and help. That is why Scripture tells us that "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble" (James 4:6; Proverbs 3:34).

Jesus reinforced this warning with a vivid story of two people at prayer. Why did the Lord accept one person's prayer and reject the other's prayer? Luke gives us a hint: despising one's neighbor closes the door to God's heart. Expressing disdain and contempt for others is more than being mean-minded. It springs from the assumption that one is qualified to sit in the seat of judgment and to publicly shame those who do not conform to our standards and religious practices. Jesus' story caused offense to the religious-minded Pharisees who regarded "tax collectors" as unworthy of God's grace and favor. How could Jesus put down a "religious person" and raise up a "public sinner"?

Jesus' parable speaks about the nature of prayer and our relationship with God. It does this by contrasting two very different attitudes towards prayer. The Pharisee, who represented those who take pride in their religious practices, exalted himself at the expense of others. Absorbed with his own sense of self-satisfaction and self-congratulation, his boastful prayer was centered on his good religious practices rather than on God's goodness, grace, and pardon. Rather than humbling himself before God and asking for God's mercy and help, this man praised himself while despising those he thought less worthy. The Pharisee tried to justify himself before God and before those he despised; but only God can justify us. The tax collector, who represented those despised by religious-minded people, humbled himself before God and begged for mercy. His prayer was heard by God because he had true sorrow for his sins. He sought God with humility rather than with pride.

This parable presents both an opportunity and a warning. Pride leads to self-deception and spiritual blindness. True humility helps us to see ourselves as we really are in God's eyes and it inclines us to seek God's help and mercy. God dwells with the humble of heart who recognize their own sinfulness and who acknowledge God's mercy and saving grace. I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and humble spirit (Isaiah 57:15). God cannot hear us if we boast in ourselves and despise others. Do you humbly seek God's mercy and do you show mercy to others, especially those you find difficult to love and to forgive?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your love and truth transform my life - my inner thoughts, intentions, and attitudes, and my outward behavior, speech, and actions. Where I lack charity, kindness, and forbearance, help me to embrace your merciful love and to seek the good of my neighbor, even those who cause me ill-favor or offense. May I always love as you have loved and forgive others as you have forgiven.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 15, 2026

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Reading I

1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a

The LORD said to Samuel:
 “Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way.
 I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, 
 for I have chosen my king from among his sons.”

As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, 
 Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, 
 “Surely the LORD’s anointed is here before him.”
 But the LORD said to Samuel: 
 “Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature, 
 because I have rejected him.
 Not as man sees does God see, 
 because man sees the appearance 
 but the LORD looks into the heart.”
 In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, 
 but Samuel said to Jesse, 
 “The LORD has not chosen any one of these.”
 Then Samuel asked Jesse,
 “Are these all the sons you have?”
 Jesse replied,
 “There is still the youngest, who is tending the sheep.”
 Samuel said to Jesse,
 “Send for him; 
 we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here.”
 Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them.
 He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold 
 and making a splendid appearance.
 The LORD said,
 “There—anoint him, for this is the one!”
 Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, 
 anointed David in the presence of his brothers; 
 and from that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6

R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
 beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

He guides me in right paths
 for his name’s sake.
 Even though I walk in the dark valley
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side
 With your rod and your staff
 that give me courage.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 you anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.


 Reading II

Ephesians 5:8-14

Brothers and sisters:
 You were once darkness, 
 but now you are light in the Lord.
 Live as children of light, 
 for light produces every kind of goodness 
 and righteousness and truth.
 Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.
 Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness; 
 rather expose them, for it is shameful even to mention 
 the things done by them in secret; 
 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 
 for everything that becomes visible is light.
 Therefore, it says:
 “Awake, O sleeper,
 and arise from the dead,
 and Christ will give you light.”

Verse Before the Gospel

John 8:12

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

Gospel

John 9:1-41

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth.
 His disciples asked him,
 “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
 that he was born blind?”
 Jesus answered,
 “Neither he nor his parents sinned; 
 it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him.
 We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is day.
 Night is coming when no one can work.
 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
 When he had said this, he spat on the ground
 and made clay with the saliva,
 and smeared the clay on his eyes,
 and said to him, 
 “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” —which means Sent—.
 So he went and washed, and came back able to see.

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, 
 “Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?”
 Some said, “It is, “
 but others said, “No, he just looks like him.”
 He said, “I am.”
 So they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?”
 He replied,
 “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes
 and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’
 So I went there and washed and was able to see.”
 And they said to him, “Where is he?”
 He said, “I don’t know.”

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees.
 Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath.
 So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see.
 He said to them,
 “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see.”
 So some of the Pharisees said,
 “This man is not from God,
 because he does not keep the sabbath.”
 But others said,
 “How can a sinful man do such signs?”
 And there was a division among them.
 So they said to the blind man again, 
 “What do you have to say about him,
 since he opened your eyes?”
 He said, “He is a prophet.”

Now the Jews did not believe 
 that he had been blind and gained his sight 
 until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight.
 They asked them,
 “Is this your son, who you say was born blind?
 How does he now see?”
 His parents answered and said, 
 “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind.
 We do not know how he sees now,
 nor do we know who opened his eyes.
 Ask him, he is of age;
 he can speak for himself.”
 His parents said this because they were afraid
 of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed 
 that if anyone acknowledged him as the Christ,
 he would be expelled from the synagogue.
 For this reason his parents said,
 “He is of age; question him.”

So a second time they called the man who had been blind 
 and said to him, “Give God the praise!
 We know that this man is a sinner.”
 He replied,
 “If he is a sinner, I do not know.
 One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.”
 So they said to him,
 “What did he do to you?
 How did he open your eyes?”
 He answered them,
 “I told you already and you did not listen.
 Why do you want to hear it again?
 Do you want to become his disciples, too?”
 They ridiculed him and said, 
 “You are that man’s disciple;
 we are disciples of Moses!
 We know that God spoke to Moses, 
 but we do not know where this one is from.”
 The man answered and said to them,
 “This is what is so amazing, 
 that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes.
 We know that God does not listen to sinners, 
 but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him.
 It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind.
 If this man were not from God,
 he would not be able to do anything.”
 They answered and said to him,
 “You were born totally in sin,
 and are you trying to teach us?”
 Then they threw him out.

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out,
 he found him and said, Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
 He answered and said, 
 “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”
 Jesus said to him,
 “You have seen him,
 the one speaking with you is he.”
 He said,
 “I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him.
 Then Jesus said,
 “I came into this world for judgment, 
 so that those who do not see might see, 
 and those who do see might become blind.”

Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this 
 and said to him, “Surely we are not also blind, are we?”
 Jesus said to them,
 “If you were blind, you would have no sin; 
 but now you are saying, ‘We see,’ so your sin remains.

OR:

John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth.
 He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva,
 and smeared the clay on his eyes,
 and said to him, 
 “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” — which means Sent —.
 So he went and washed, and came back able to see.

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, 
 “Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?”
 Some said, “It is, “
 but others said, “No, he just looks like him.”
 He said, “I am.”

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees.
 Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath.
 So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see.
 He said to them,
 “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see.”
 So some of the Pharisees said,
 “This man is not from God,
 because he does not keep the sabbath.”
 But others said,
 “How can a sinful man do such signs?”
 And there was a division among them.
 So they said to the blind man again, 
 “What do you have to say about him,
 since he opened your eyes?”
 He said, “He is a prophet.”

They answered and said to him,
 “You were born totally in sin,
 and are you trying to teach us?”
 Then they threw him out.

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out,
 he found him and said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
 He answered and said, 
 “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”
 Jesus said to him,
 “You have seen him, and
 the one speaking with you is he.”
 He said,
 “I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him.

Reflection



Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.




  


4th Sunday in Lent  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 

 
 The books of Samuel were originally one book and actually form a continuation of the deuteronomic history of the people of Israel. It also marks a turning point in the history of Gods people as Samuel is the last of the judges. Under increasing pressure from the Philistines, Samuel struggles to keep Israel faithful to Yahweh. Defeats in battle and the failure of Samuels sons to follow his example, convince the people that Israel needs a new kind of leadership; a king. Samuel thought this was wrong, but God told him Grant the peoples every request. It is not you they reject, they are rejecting me as their king. 8 As they have treated me constantly from the day I brought them up from Egypt to this day, deserting me and worshiping strange gods, so do they treat you. 9 Now grant their request; but at the same time, warn them solemnly and inform them of the rights of the king who will rule them. 10    Samuel delivered the message of the LORD in full to those who were asking him for a king. 11 He told them: The rights of the king who will rule you will be as follows: He will take your sons and assign them to his chariots and horses, and they will run before his chariot. 12 He will also appoint from among them his commanders of groups of a thousand and of a hundred soldiers. He will set them to do his plowing and his harvesting, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. 13 He will use your daughters as ointment-makers, as cooks, and as bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields, vineyards, and olive groves, and give them to his officials. 15 He will tithe your crops and your vineyards, and give the revenue to his eunuchs and his slaves. 16 He will take your male and female servants, as well as your best oxen and your asses, and use them to do his work. 17 He will tithe your flocks and you yourselves will become his slaves. 18 When this takes place, you will complain against the king whom you have chosen, but on that day the LORD will not answer you. 19 The people, however, refused to listen to Samuels warning and said, Not so! There must be a king over us. 20    We too must be like other nations, with a king to rule us and to lead us in warfare and fight our battles. 21 When Samuel had listened to all the people had to say, he repeated it to the LORD, 22 who then said to him, Grant their request and appoint a king to rule them. Samuel thereupon said to the men of Israel, Each of you go to his own city. (1 Samuel 8:7-22). Samuel then anointed Saul, who doesnt work out too well, then God tells him to anoint David. It is of Davids selection that we hear today. 16:1b The LORD said to Samuel: Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen my king from among his sons. 6 As they came, he looked at Eliab and thought, Surely the LORDS anointed is here before him. 7 But the LORD said to Samuel: Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature, because I have rejected him. Not as man sees does God see, 1    because man sees the appearance but the LORD looks into the heart. 10 In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, The LORD has not chosen any one of these. 11 Then Samuel asked Jesse, Are these all the sons you have? Jesse replied, There is still the youngest, who is tending the sheep. Samuel said to Jesse, Send for him; we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here. 12 Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them. He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold and making a splendid appearance. The LORD said, There - anoint him, for this is he! 13 Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and from that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David. This whole story shows that the choice was Gods and not mans. Mans choice would have been the firstborn. In order to emphasize the authority behind this anointing, David is anointed with all his brothers as witnesses so no one can say I didnt know. Eliab was the firstborn and has difficulty accepting Davids selection as can be seen in 1 Samuel 17:28. 

 

2nd Reading - Ephesians 5:8-14 

 
 The destination of this epistle has caused some discussion. Although the manuscript tradition preponderantly supports the title to the Ephesians, a number of early manuscripts read simply to the saints and faithful who are in Christ Jesus. It is also interesting that not a single member of the Ephesian community is greeted or mentioned – It was Pauls practice to extend such greetings in his letters. The uncertainty over the epistles destination has occasioned a number of conjectures: It is the epistle to the Laodiceans alluded to in Colossians 4:16; It is Pauls last message to the Church; It was prepared by an anonymous author as an introduction to a group of Pauline letters; and It was a circular letter, written at the same time as Colossians and Philemon and directed to the communities of the province of Asia. This last explanation is considered to be the most probable. All this discussion aside, Ephesus was in Western Asia Minor, established by Ionian Greeks in the 11th century B.C. It possessed the famous Temple of Diana, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, and was a center of magical practice. The Church was established there early and was visited by Saint Paul. It is the place where Saint John is reputed to have written his gospel, and he may also have been buried there. An impressive basilica was built over his supposed tomb. According to one tradition, the dormation or assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary occurred on a hill near the city. Early in the 14th century A.D. it was occupied by the Turks and all that remains now is a small village called Selcuk which is located near the extensive ruins of the ancient city. Todays reading comes from the section of the epistle which gives exhortations to worthy conduct. 8    For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 2    The contrast of darkness and light is the contrast of opposition to God and membership in the Christian community. The darkness is being turned into light. There is not, as some heretics argue, a nature so alienated that it cannot receive salvation. ... Those who receive salvation – the righteous – are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14). Those who refuse, the unrighteous, are in consequence called darkness. ... The difference and distance between one and the other is clearly seen by their own fruits. [Saint Jerome (A.D. 386), Commentaries on the Epistle to the Ephesians, 3,5,8] Live as children of light, 9 for light produces every kind of goodness and righteousness and truth. 10 Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness; rather expose them, 12 for it is shameful even to mention the things done by them in secret; 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is light. What is a fruitless work (vain deed)? One which lacks substance or worth. Galatians 5:19-21 lists some of them. He has said, you are light. Light exposes what takes place in darkness. Insofar as you are light your goodness shines forth. The wicked are not able to hide. Their actions are illuminated as though a lamp were at hand. [Saint John Chrysostom (A.D. 392-397), Homilies on the Epistle to the Ephesians, 18,5,11-13] Therefore, it says: Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light. This is probably a fragment of an ancient Christian hymn used in a baptismal liturgy (see also Ephesians 2:5-6; 3:9; Isaiah 60:1). 

 

Gospel - John 9:1-41 

 
 Last week we heard of the Samaritan woman at the well. This week we hear of the man born blind. Jesus had gone to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles (September-October of the year before His crucifixion) in chapter 7. In Chapter 8 he is still in the vicinity of Jerusalem at the Mount of Olives and in and around the Temple. Our reading for today encompasses all of chapter 9. In chapter 10, Jesus is in Jerusalem for the Feast of Dedication (Lights/Hanukkah) which occurs in November-December. We can deduce then that our reading for today takes place in or very close to Jerusalem, probably in October or November of the year prior to His passion. This reading contrasts Jesus (the light of the world) with the Pharisees (blindness). 1    As he passed by he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind? 3    It was a firm Jewish belief that every affliction was a punishment for sin, and that the sins of the parents could be punished in their offspring (Exodus 20:5; Deuteronomy 5:9). The disciples did not necessarily think that the man might have sinned before birth – in the foreknowledge of God, the punishment might have been inflicted for a sin that was to follow. This was their reasoning in asking the question. 3    Jesus answered, Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him. Divine providence has determined that this man is to serve as the occasion of a work of God. 4    We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is day. Jesus now identifies the part He plays in fulfilling the divine purposes. In performing Gods work in respect to this man, He will be offering a divine light. The we reminds us all that we also have the duty to do the works of God. Night is coming when no one can work. Light is opposed to spiritual darkness. 5    While I am in the world, I am the light of the world. This is another example of the I am(Yahweh) theme used by John and others. In John 8:12 (during the Feast of Tabernacles) Jesus spoke the same words. Like the pillar of fire that guided the Israelites by night, Jesus guides us through spiritual darkness. There is always a link between the words and works of Jesus. 6    When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, Spittle was commonly believed to have medicinal properties. and smeared the clay on his eyes, Literally, anointed the clay on his eyes 7    and said to him, Go wash in the Pool of Siloam (which means Sent). This was, perhaps, a test of faith (see 2 Kings 5:10-14). The pool at the southern extremity of Jerusalem from which water was brought for the libations of the Feast of Tabernacles. So he went and washed, and came back able to see. The essence of the sign for John is not simply that sight has been restored, but light is given 4    to one who never had it. 8    His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, Isnt this the one who used to sit and beg? 9 Some said, It is, but others said, No, he just looks like him. He said, I am. 10 So they said to him, (So) how were your eyes opened? 11 He replied, The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and told me, Go to Siloam and wash. So I went there and washed and was able to see. This is a symbol of baptism and spiritual enlightenment. In the early Church, baptism was called enlightenment. As is so often the case, the words and deeds of Jesus cause immediate dissension. Siloam means sent and Jesus was sent by the Father. 12    And they said to him, Where is he? He said, I dont know. 13 They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. The Pharisees are the arbiters of what is religiously proper, the dissension is communicated to them. Their complaint is against Jesus technical violation of the Sabbath. 14    Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. 15 So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. He said to them, He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see. 16 So some of the Pharisees said, This man is not from God, because he does not keep the sabbath. (But) others said, How can a sinful man do such signs? And there was a division among them. 17 So they said to the blind man again, What do you have to say about him, since he opened your eyes? He said, He is a prophet. Recognition of who Jesus really is, is coming to the man born blind. When first asked, he had replied simply that man they call Jesus (v11). Now, he calls Him a prophet. 18    Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and gained his sight until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight. 19 They asked them, Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How does he now see? 20 His parents answered and said, We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21 We do not know how he sees now, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for himself. The Jews had summoned the mans parents to verify that he had indeed been born blind. While affirming the undeniable, the parents refuse to commit themselves concerning his present state for the reason given in the next two verses. 22    His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone acknowledged him as the Messiah, he would be expelled from the synagogue. 23 For this reason his parents said, He is of age; question him. When John states that confession of Christ was punished by excommunication from the synagogue he may well be accommodating the language to the situation of later Christian 5    times when this punishment was inflicted on Christian Jews, including perhaps some of Johns own readers. The putting out applied in Jesus time to those who defended Him would have been of a less formal nature. Formal excommunication is believed to have begun ca. A.D. 85, when the curse against the minim, or heretics, was introduced into the 18 Benedictions. 24    So a second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, Give God the praise! A solemn appeal to tell the truth in its Old Testament form (see Joshua 7:19) We know that this man is a sinner. This is the affirmation the Jews seek: If, as he claims, Jesus has cured him, it can only be at the expense of having violated the Sabbath law, thereby constituting Himself a sinner. 25    He replied, If he is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see. The man refuses to debate with the Jews on their own ground concerning what constitutes a sinful violation of the Sabbath. He testifies to the one thing that is undeniable. 26    So they said to him, What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes? 27 He answered them, I told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too? The demands for repetition of the mans story are a study in frustration. They are seeking to attack the story on some detail or another. The man is fully aware of their intentions and makes no attempt to be diplomatic. By his accent on the too he reminds the Jews of the unpleasant fact that Jesus is gathering disciples despite their efforts. 28    They ridiculed him and said, You are that mans disciple; we are disciples of Moses! In their reply, the Jews, zealous for the Law according to their own conceptions bring out the contrast (see John 1:17). 29    We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do not know where this one is from. Moses has spoken with God, but Jesus origins are unknown. The Christian knows that Jesus is the one who speaks what He hears from His Father and is the only one who has seen God. 30    The man answered and said to them, This is what is so amazing, that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him. 32 It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from 6    God, he would not be able to do anything. The man becomes quite bold in his answers. This gives us an example of the Christian who must testify fearlessly to the truth. Invoking a common biblical theme (Isaiah 1:15; Proverbs 15:29) he proves with irrefutable logic that Jesus could be no sinner but must be from God. The only Old Testament cure from blindness is found in Tobit 11:7-13, but Tobit was not born blind. 34    They answered and said to him, You were born totally in sin, and are you trying to teach us? Then they threw him out. 35 When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and said, Do you believe in the Son of Man? Having been rejected by the Pharisees, Jesus offers him the opportunity to make the ultimate act of faith. 36    He answered and said, Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him? The man does not ask about the meaning of son of man, he asks rather that Jesus point him out. 37    Jesus said to him, You have seen him and the one speaking with you is he. In words reminiscent of the story last week (the Samaritan woman at the well), Jesus points to Himself. 38    He said, I do believe, Lord, and he worshiped him. Having progressed from man, to prophet, he now recognizes Jesus true identity and addresses Him with the title of Christian faith. 39    Then Jesus said, I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not see might see, and those who do see might become blind. The effect of the judgment brought about by Jesus call to faith is that many, like the Pharisees, falsely believing that they already possess the light, reject the revelation of God. 40    Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, Surely we are not also blind, are we? 41 Jesus said to them, If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you are saying, We see, so your sin remains. The Pharisees correctly recognize that Jesus words apply to them. If only they realized the extent of their own blindness, there would be hope that they would seek for light. What makes their case hopeless is their smug complacency. 
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Sunday (March 15):  Jesus Frees Us from Spiritual Blindness and SinMeditation: Do you recognize the light of God's truth and power in your life? God wants to remove every obstacle that might hinder us from recognizing the light of his truth and wisdom for our lives. Saul, the first king of Israel, failed to recognize God's light and power to save him from his enemies. God replaced Saul with David, the youngest of Jesse's eight sons (1 Samuel 16). God saw something in David which Jesse and his other sons did not recognize - a man after God's own heart who delighted in doing what was pleasing to the Lord (1 Samuel 13:14). David was a man of courage and vision who defeated his enemies and united his people. His strength and success came not from himself but from God who anointed him with the power and wisdom of his own Spirit.

What can keep us from the light of God's truth, wisdom, and strength for our lives? Sin blinds us and causes us to stumble and fall - unable to rise on our own or to walk in the freedom of God's love and truth. Sin clouds the mind in moral confusion, and it grows in darkness and resists the light of God's truth. Only God's light can uncover the darkness of sin and free us to walk in the path of holiness and peace with God.

The light of the world
When the disciples saw a man who had been blind from birth, they asked Jesus what kind of sin had caused this blindness. The Jews had understood that many infirmities were the result of human folly and sin. While sin can lead to physical, mental, and spiritual infirmities, not all sickness is the direct result of sin. Sickness can befall us for a variety of reasons. Jesus answered that God had allowed this infirmity for a greater purpose which God wanted to demonstrate as a sign of his presence and power. Jesus then made a claim which only God could rightfully make. Jesus stated unequivocally, I am the light of the world (John 9:5). In so many words Jesus was saying that he is the one true source of power and light which sustains life and overcomes the darkness of sin, confusion, and spiritual blindness. Jesus' mighty works - his miraculous signs - confirmed the truth of his message and claim to divine authority and equality with his Father in heaven. One of his greatest signs was the healing of a man who had been blind from birth.

Healing of man born blind
When Jesus approached the blind man he first awakened hope in him - the hope which God offers those who seek his help. Jesus then did something quite remarkable for the blind man, both to identify with this man's misery and to draw expectant faith in him as well. Jesus touched the man's eyes with his own spittle mixed with dirt and bid him to wash in the Pool of Siloam which was close to the Temple. This pool of fresh flowing water was one of the landmarks of the city of Jerusalem. It's source came from the Gihon spring located in the valley outside the walls of Jerusalem. This pool was likely used as a ceremonial bath of purification for people who were going up to the Temple to worship. On the yearly feast of Tabernacles, one of the priests brought a golden pitcher of water from this pool and poured it out over the altar in the temple while reciting from the verse, "You will draw water from the wells of salvation" (Isaiah 12:3). What is the significance of the healing of the blind man at the Pool of Siloam? It is certainly more than just a miraculous event. It is a "sign" that points to the source of the miraculous life-giving water which Jesus offers through the gift and work of the Holy Spirit (John 7:38). Do you want the Holy Spirit to pour out on you his renewing power of faith, vision, and healing love?

The Pharisees were upset with Jesus' miracle on two counts. First, he healed the blind man on the Sabbath, which they considered a serious violation of the command to rest on the Sabbath. Second, how could a "sinner" and a "sabbath-breaker" do such a marvelous work of God! The man who claimed to have been healed by Jesus must not have really been blind to begin with! Contrary to this false charge, the fact of this man's blindness was well known to many people, including the parents who testified under oath that he had indeed been blind since birth. The prejudice of the religious leaders made them blind to God's intention for the Sabbath (to do good rather than evil) and to Jesus' claim to be the One sent from the Father in heaven to bring freedom and light to his people. The Jewish leaders tried to intimidate both this cured man and his parents by threatening to exclude them from membership in the synagogue - the local congregation of the worshiping community of Jews. This man was shunned by the religious authorities because he believed that Jesus healed him and was the Messiah.

Freedom from spiritual blindness
John Chrysostom, commenting on this passage, remarked: "The Jews (the Pharisees) cast him out of the Temple; the Lord of the Temple found him." If our witness of Jesus and his redeeming work in our lives causes friends or foes to reject us, it nonetheless draws us nearer to the Lord Jesus himself. Paul the Apostles warns us to avoid the darkness of sin that we might walk more clearly in the light of Christ (Ephesians 5:8-12). Do you allow any blind-spots to blur your vision of what God is offering you and asking of you?

The Lord Jesus is ever ready to heal us and to free us from the darkness of sin and deception. There is no sickness, whether physical, mental, emotional, or spiritual that the Lord Jesus does not identify with. Isaiah prophesied that the "Suffering Servant" would be bruised for our iniquities and by his stripes we would be healed (Isaiah 53:5). The Lord offers us freedom from spiritual blindness due to sin and he restores us to wholeness of body, mind, soul, and heart. Augustine of Hippo, in his commentary on this Gospel passage, remarks: "If we reflect on the meaning of this miracle, we will see that the blind man is the human race ...You already know, of course, who the "One Sent" is. Unless he had been sent, none of us would have been freed from sin."

Prayer: Jesus, in your name the blind see, the lame walk, and the dead are raised to life. Come into our lives and heal the wounds of our broken hearts. Give us eyes of faith to see your glory and hearts of courage to bring you glory in all we say and do.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 16, 2026

Monday of the Fourth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Isaiah 65:17-21

Thus says the LORD:
 Lo, I am about to create new heavens
 and a new earth;
 The things of the past shall not be remembered
 or come to mind.
 Instead, there shall always be rejoicing and happiness
 in what I create;
 For I create Jerusalem to be a joy
 and its people to be a delight;
 I will rejoice in Jerusalem
 and exult in my people.
 No longer shall the sound of weeping be heard there,
 or the sound of crying;
 No longer shall there be in it
 an infant who lives but a few days,
 or an old man who does not round out his full lifetime;
 He dies a mere youth who reaches but a hundred years,
 and he who fails of a hundred shall be thought accursed.
 They shall live in the houses they build,
 and eat the fruit of the vineyards they plant.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b

R. (2a) I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

I will extol you, O LORD, for you drew me clear
 and did not let my enemies rejoice over me.
 O LORD, you brought me up from the nether world;
 you preserved me from among those going down into the pit.

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

Sing praise to the LORD, you his faithful ones,
 and give thanks to his holy name.
 For his anger lasts but a moment;
 a lifetime, his good will.
 At nightfall, weeping enters in,
 but with the dawn, rejoicing.

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

“Hear, O LORD, and have pity on me;
 O LORD, be my helper.”
 You changed my mourning into dancing;
 O LORD, my God, forever will I give you thanks.

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.


 Verse Before the Gospel

Amos 5:14

Seek good and not evil so that you may live,
 and the LORD will be with you.



Gospel 

John 4:43-54

At that time Jesus left [Samaria] for Galilee.
 For Jesus himself testified
 that a prophet has no honor in his native place.
 When he came into Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him,
 since they had seen all he had done in Jerusalem at the feast;
 for they themselves had gone to the feast.

Then he returned to Cana in Galilee,
 where he had made the water wine.
 Now there was a royal official whose son was ill in Capernaum.
 When he heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea,
 he went to him and asked him to come down
 and heal his son, who was near death.
 Jesus said to him,
 “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will not believe.”
 The royal official said to him,
 “Sir, come down before my child dies.”
 Jesus said to him, “You may go; your son will live.”
 The man believed what Jesus said to him and left.
 While the man was on his way back,
 his slaves met him and told him that his boy would live.
 He asked them when he began to recover.
 They told him,
 “The fever left him yesterday, about one in the afternoon.”
 The father realized that just at that time Jesus had said to him,
 “Your son will live,”
 and he and his whole household came to believe.
 Now this was the second sign Jesus did
 when he came to Galilee from Judea.


Reflection
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Monday (March 16):  Jesus - the Divine PhysicianMeditation: Do you approach the Lord Jesus with expectant faith for healing, pardon, and transformation in Christ-like holiness? Isaiah prophesied that God would come not only to restore his people, he would also come to recreate new heavens and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17). Jesus' miracles are signs that manifest the presence of God and the coming of his kingdom of power and glory. When a high ranking official, who was very likely from King Herod's court, heard the reports of Jesus' preaching and miracles, he decided to seek Jesus out for an extraordinary favor. If this story happened today the media headlines would probably say: "High ranking official leaves capital in search of miracle cure from a small town carpenter."

Believe and take Jesus at his word
It took raw courage for a high ranking court official to travel twenty miles in search of Jesus, the Galilean carpenter. He had to swallow his pride and put up with some ridicule from his cronies. And when he found the healer carpenter, Jesus seemed to put him off with the blunt statement that people would not believe unless they saw some kind of miracle or sign from heaven. Jesus likely said this to test the man to see if his faith was in earnest. If he turned away in irritation or with discouragement, he would prove to be insincere. Jesus, perceiving his faith, sent him home with the assurance that his prayer had been heard.

It was probably not easy for this man to return to his family with only an assuring word from Jesus that his son would be healed. Couldn't Jesus have come to this man's house and laid his hands on the dying child? However, without a moment's hesitation the court official believed in Jesus and took him at his word. He began his journey back home with renewed faith and hope - ready to face whatever might await him - whether it be the anguish of his distraught family and or the scorn of unbelieving neighbors. Before he could even make it all the way back to his home town, news reached him that his son had recovered. What astonishment must have greeted his family and friends when they heard that his son was instantly restored to health at the very moment when Jesus had pronounced the words - your son will live!

The Lord Jesus brings healing and restoration to those who trust in him
Jesus' miraculous healings show his generous kindness and extravagant love - a love that bends down in response to our misery and wretched condition. Is there any area in your life where you need healing, pardon, change, and restoration? If you seek the Lord with trust and expectant faith, he will not disappoint you. He will meet you more than half way and give you what you need. The Lord Jesus never refused anyone who put their trust in him. Surrender your doubts and fears, your pride and guilt at his feet, and trust in his saving word and healing love.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your love never fails and your mercy is unceasing. Give me the courage to surrender my stubborn pride, fear and doubts to your surpassing love, wisdom and knowledge. Make me strong in faith, persevering in hope, and constant in love.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 17, 2026

Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12

The angel brought me, Ezekiel,
 back to the entrance of the temple of the LORD,
 and I saw water flowing out
 from beneath the threshold of the temple toward the east,
 for the façade of the temple was toward the east;
 the water flowed down from the right side of the temple,
 south of the altar.
 He led me outside by the north gate,
 and around to the outer gate facing the east,
 where I saw water trickling from the right side.
 Then when he had walked off to the east
 with a measuring cord in his hand,
 he measured off a thousand cubits
 and had me wade through the water, 
 which was ankle-deep.
 He measured off another thousand
 and once more had me wade through the water,
 which was now knee-deep.
 Again he measured off a thousand and had me wade;
 the water was up to my waist.
 Once more he measured off a thousand,
 but there was now a river through which I could not wade;
 for the water had risen so high it had become a river
 that could not be crossed except by swimming.
 He asked me, "Have you seen this, son of man?"
 Then he brought me to the bank of the river, where he had me sit.
 Along the bank of the river I saw very many trees on both sides.
 He said to me,
 "This water flows into the eastern district down upon the Arabah,
 and empties into the sea, the salt waters, which it makes fresh. 
 Wherever the river flows,
 every sort of living creature that can multiply shall live,
 and there shall be abundant fish,
 for wherever this water comes the sea shall be made fresh.
 Along both banks of the river, fruit trees of every kind shall grow;
 their leaves shall not fade, nor their fruit fail.
 Every month they shall bear fresh fruit,
 for they shall be watered by the flow from the sanctuary.
 Their fruit shall serve for food, and their leaves for medicine."



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9

R. (8) The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob. 

God is our refuge and our strength,
 an ever-present help in distress.
 Therefore we fear not, though the earth be shaken
 and mountains plunge into the depths of the sea.

R. The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob. 

There is a stream whose runlets gladden the city of God,
 the holy dwelling of the Most High.
 God is in its midst; it shall not be disturbed;
 God will help it at the break of dawn.

R. The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob. 

The LORD of hosts is with us;
 our stronghold is the God of Jacob.
 Come! behold the deeds of the LORD,
 the astounding things he has wrought on earth.

R. The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob. 


 Verse Before the Gospel

Psalm 51:12a, 14a

A clean heart create for me, O God;
 give me back the joy of your salvation.



Gospel

John 5:1-16

There was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
 Now there is in Jerusalem at the Sheep Gate
 a pool called in Hebrew Bethesda, with five porticoes.
 In these lay a large number of ill, blind, lame, and crippled.
 One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years.
 When Jesus saw him lying there
 and knew that he had been ill for a long time, he said to him,
 "Do you want to be well?"
 The sick man answered him,
 "Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool
 when the water is stirred up;
 while I am on my way, someone else gets down there before me."
 Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your mat, and walk."
 Immediately the man became well, took up his mat, and walked.

Now that day was a sabbath.
 So the Jews said to the man who was cured,
 "It is the sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to carry your mat." 
 He answered them, "The man who made me well told me,
 'Take up your mat and walk.'"
 They asked him,
 "Who is the man who told you, 'Take it up and walk'?"
 The man who was healed did not know who it was,
 for Jesus had slipped away, since there was a crowd there.
 After this Jesus found him in the temple area and said to him,
 "Look, you are well; do not sin any more,
 so that nothing worse may happen to you."
 The man went and told the Jews
 that Jesus was the one who had made him well.
 Therefore, the Jews began to persecute Jesus
 because he did this on a sabbath.

Optional Memorial of Saint Patrick, Bishop

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #719-724.

Reading 1

1 Peter 4:7b-11

Beloved:
 Be serious and sober-minded
 so that you will be able to pray.
 Above all, let your love for one another be intense,
 because love covers a multitude of sins.
 Be hospitable to one another without complaining.
 As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another
 as good stewards of God's varied grace.
 Whoever preaches, let it be with the words of God;
 whoever serves, let it be with the strength that God supplies,
 so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ,
 to whom belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8b, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
 give to the LORD glory and praise;
 give to the LORD the glory due his name!

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Acclamation before the Gospel

Mark 1:17

Come after me, says the Lord,
 and I will make you fishers of men.



Gospel

Luke 5:1-11

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God,
 he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret.
 He saw two boats there alongside the lake;
 the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets.
 Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon,
 he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore.
 Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.
 After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,
 "Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch."
 Simon said in reply,
 "Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing,
 but at your command I will lower the nets."
 When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish
 and their nets were tearing.
 They signaled to their partners in the other boat
 to come to help them.
 They came and filled both boats
 so that they were in danger of sinking.
 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said,
 "Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man."
 For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him
 and all those with him,
 and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
 who were partners of Simon.
 Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid;
 from now on you will be catching men."
 When they brought their boats to the shore,
 they left everything and followed him.

Reflection
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Tuesday (March 17):  Walk and Sin No MoreMeditation: Is there anything holding you back from the Lord's healing power and transforming grace that can set you free to live in wholeness, joy, and peace with God? God put into the heart of the prophet Ezekiel a vision of the rivers of living water flowing from God's heavenly throne to bring healing and restoration to his people. We begin to see the fulfillment of this restoration taking place when the Lord Jesus announces the coming of God's kingdom and performs signs and miracles in demonstration of the power of that kingdom.

One of the key signs which John points out in his Gospel account takes place in Jerusalem when Jesus went up to the temple during one of the great Jewish feasts (John 5:1-9). As Jesus approached the temple area he stopped at the pool of Bethzatha which was close by. Many Jews brought their sick relatives and friends to this pool. John tells us that a "multitude of invalids, blind, lame, paralyzed" were laid there on the pavement surrounding the pool (John 5:3). This pool was likely one of the ritual baths used for purification for people before they went into the temple to offer prayers and sacrifice. On certain occasions, especially when the waters were stirred, the lame and others with diseases were dipped in the pool in the hope that they might be cured of their ailments.

Do you want the Lord Jesus to make you whole?
The lame man that Jesus stopped to speak with had been paralyzed for more than 38 years. He felt helpless because he had no friends to help him bathe in the purifying waters of the pool. Despite his many years of unanswered prayer, he still waited by the pool in the hope that help might come his way. Jesus offered this incurable man not only the prospect of help but total healing as well. Jesus first awakened faith in the paralyzed man when he put a probing question to him, "Do you really want to be healed?" This question awakened a new spark of faith in him. Jesus then ordered him to "get up and walk!" Now the lame man had to put his new found faith into action. He decided to take the Lord Jesus at his word and immediately stood up and began to walk freely.

The Holy Spirit purifies, heals, and transforms us in Christ's image
The Lord Jesus approaches each one of us with the same probing question, "Do you really want to be healed - to be forgiven, set free from guilt and sin, from uncontrollable anger and other disordered passions, and from hurtful desires and addictions. The first essential step towards freedom and healing is the desire for change. If we are content to stay as we are, then no amount of coaxing will change us. The Lord will not refuse anyone who sincerely asks for his pardon, mercy, and healing.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, put within my heart a burning desire to be changed and transformed in your way of holiness. Let your Holy Spirit purify my heart and renew in me a fervent love and desire to do whatever is pleasing to you and to refuse whatever is contrary to your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 18, 2026

Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Isaiah 49:8-15

Thus says the LORD:
 In a time of favor I answer you,
 on the day of salvation I help you;
 and I have kept you and given you as a covenant to the people,
 To restore the land
 and allot the desolate heritages,
 Saying to the prisoners: Come out!
 To those in darkness: Show yourselves!
 Along the ways they shall find pasture,
 on every bare height shall their pastures be.
 They shall not hunger or thirst,
 nor shall the scorching wind or the sun strike them;
 For he who pities them leads them
 and guides them beside springs of water.
 I will cut a road through all my mountains,
 and make my highways level.
 See, some shall come from afar,
 others from the north and the west,
 and some from the land of Syene.
 Sing out, O heavens, and rejoice, O earth,
 break forth into song, you mountains.
 For the LORD comforts his people
 and shows mercy to his afflicted.

But Zion said, "The LORD has forsaken me;
 my Lord has forgotten me."
 Can a mother forget her infant,
 be without tenderness for the child of her womb?
 Even should she forget,
 I will never forget you.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18

R. (8a) The Lord is gracious and merciful.

The LORD is gracious and merciful,
 slow to anger and of great kindness.
 The LORD is good to all
 and compassionate toward all his works.

R. The Lord is gracious and merciful.

The LORD is faithful in all his words
 and holy in all his works.
 The LORD lifts up all who are falling
 and raises up all who are bowed down.

R. The Lord is gracious and merciful.

The LORD is just in all his ways
 and holy in all his works.
 The LORD is near to all who call upon him,
 to all who call upon him in truth.

R. The Lord is gracious and merciful.


 Verse Before the Gospel

John 11:25a, 26

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;
 whoever believes in me will never die.



Gospel

John 5:17-30

Jesus answered the Jews: 
 "My Father is at work until now, so I am at work."
 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him,
 because he not only broke the sabbath
 but he also called God his own father, making himself equal to God.

Jesus answered and said to them,
 "Amen, amen, I say to you, the Son cannot do anything on his own,
 but only what he sees the Father doing;
 for what he does, the Son will do also.
 For the Father loves the Son
 and shows him everything that he himself does,
 and he will show him greater works than these,
 so that you may be amazed.
 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives life,
 so also does the Son give life to whomever he wishes.
 Nor does the Father judge anyone,
 but he has given all judgment to the Son,
 so that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father.
 Whoever does not honor the Son
 does not honor the Father who sent him.
 Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever hears my word
 and believes in the one who sent me
 has eternal life and will not come to condemnation,
 but has passed from death to life.
 Amen, amen, I say to you, the hour is coming and is now here
 when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God,
 and those who hear will live.
 For just as the Father has life in himself,
 so also he gave to the Son the possession of life in himself.
 And he gave him power to exercise judgment,
 because he is the Son of Man.
 Do not be amazed at this,
 because the hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs
 will hear his voice and will come out,
 those who have done good deeds
 to the resurrection of life,
 but those who have done wicked deeds
 to the resurrection of condemnation.

"I cannot do anything on my own;
 I judge as I hear, and my judgment is just,
 because I do not seek my own will
 but the will of the one who sent me."

Optional Memorial of Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724 or the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730.



Reading 1

1 John 5:1-5

Beloved:
 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God,
 and everyone who loves the Father
 loves also the one begotten by him.
 In this way we know that we love the children of God
 when we love God and obey his commandments.
 For the love of God is this,
 that we keep his commandments.
 And his commandments are not burdensome,
 for whoever is begotten by God conquers the world.
 And the victory that conquers the world is our faith.
 Who indeed is the victor over the world
 but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11

R. (10) The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. (John 6:63) Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The law of the LORD is perfect,
 refreshing the soul.
 The decree of the LORD is trustworthy,
 giving wisdom to the simple.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The precepts of the LORD are right,
 rejoicing the heart.
 The command of the LORD is clear,
 enlightening the eye.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The fear of the LORD is pure,
 enduring forever.
 The ordinances of the LORD are true,
 all of them just.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

They are more precious than gold,
 than a heap of purest gold;
 Sweeter also than syrup
 or honey from the comb.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
 or:
 R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

Alleluia

John 15:9b, 5b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in my love, says the Lord;
 whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:1-8

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.
 He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit,
 and everyone that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit.
 You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.
 Remain in me, as I remain in you.
 Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own
 unless it remains on the vine,
 so neither can you unless you remain in me.
 I am the vine, you are the branches.
 Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit,
 because without me you can do nothing.
 Anyone who does not remain in me
 will be thrown out like a branch and wither;
 people will gather them and throw them into a fire
 and they will be burned.
 If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
 ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you.
 By this is my Father glorified,
 that you bear much fruit and become my disciples."

Reflection
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Wednesday (March 18):  My Father Is Working Still, and I Am WorkingMeditation: Who can claim authority and power over life and death itself? Jesus not only made such a claim, he showed God's power to heal and restore people to wholeness of life. He also showed the mercy of God by releasing people from their burden of sin and guilt. He even claimed to have the power to raise the dead to life and to execute judgment on all the living and dead. The Jewish authorities were troubled with Jesus' claims and looked for a way to get rid of him. He either had to be a mad man and an imposter or who he claimed to be - God's divine son. Unfortunately, they could not accept Jesus' claim to be the Messiah, the anointed one sent by the Father to redeem his people. They sought to kill him because he claimed an authority and equality with God which they could not accept. They failed to recognize that this was God's answer to the long-awaited prayers of his people: "In a time of favor I have answered you, in a day of salvation I have helped you" (Isaiah 49:8).

A "covenant" to the people
Jesus was sent by the Father as "a covenant to the people" to reconcile them with God and restore to them the promise of paradise and everlasting life. Jesus' words and actions reveal God's mercy and justice. Jesus fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah when he brings healing, restoration, and forgiveness to those who accept his divine message.

The religious authorities charged Jesus as a Sabbath-breaker and a blasphemer. They wanted to kill Jesus because he claimed equality with God - something they thought no mortal could say without blaspheming. Little did they understand that Jesus was both human and divine - the eternal Son with the Father and the human son, conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of Mary. Jesus answered their charge of breaking the Sabbath law by demonstrating God's purpose for creation and redemption - to save and restore life. God's love and mercy never ceases for a moment. Jesus continues to show the Father's mercy by healing and restoring people, even on the Sabbath day of rest. When the religious leaders charged that Jesus was making himself equal with God, Jesus replied that he was not acting independently of God because his relationship is a close personal Father-Son relationship. He and the Father are united in heart, mind, and will. The mind of Jesus is the mind of God, and the words of Jesus are the words of God.

The unity of love and obedience
Jesus also states that his identity with the Father is based on complete trust and obedience. Jesus always did what his Father wanted him to do. His obedience was not just based on submission, but on love. He obeyed because he loved his Father. The unity between Jesus and the Father is a unity of love - a total giving of oneself for the sake of another. That is why their mutual love for each other is perfect and complete. The Son loves the Father and gives himself in total obedience to the Father's will. The Father loves the Son and shares with him all that he is and has. We are called to submit our lives to God with the same love, trust, and obedience which Jesus demonstrated for his Father.

If we wish to understand how God deals with sin and how he responds to our sinful condition, then we must look to Jesus. Jesus took our sins upon himself and nailed them to the cross. He, who is equal in dignity and stature with the Father, became a servant for our sake to ransom us from slavery to sin. He has the power to forgive us and to restore our relationship with God because he paid the price for our sins.

Jesus offers us abundant, life, peace, and joy
Jesus states that to accept him is life - a life of abundant peace and joy with God. But if we reject him, then we freely choose for death - an endless separation with an all-loving and merciful God. Do you want the abundant life which Jesus offers? Believe in him, the living Word of God, who became a man for our sake and our salvation, and reject whatever is false and contrary to the Gospel - the good news he came to give us.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, increase my love for you and unite my heart and will with yours, that I may only seek and desire what is pleasing to you.
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March 19, 2026

Solemnity of Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Reading 1

2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16

The LORD spoke to Nathan and said:
 "Go, tell my servant David,
 'When your time comes and you rest with your ancestors,
 I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins,
 and I will make his kingdom firm.
 It is he who shall build a house for my name.
 And I will make his royal throne firm forever.
 I will be a father to him,
 and he shall be a son to me.
 Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me;
 your throne shall stand firm forever.'"

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29

R. (37) The son of David will live for ever.

The promises of the LORD I will sing forever;
 through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness,
 For you have said, "My kindness is established forever";
 in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.

R. The son of David will live for ever.

"I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
 I have sworn to David my servant:
 Forever will I confirm your posterity
 and establish your throne for all generations."

R. The son of David will live for ever.

"He shall say of me, 'You are my father,
 my God, the Rock, my savior.'
 Forever I will maintain my kindness toward him,
 and my covenant with him stands firm."

R. The son of David will live for ever.

Reading 2

Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22

Brothers and sisters:
 It was not through the law
 that the promise was made to Abraham and his descendants
 that he would inherit the world,
 but through the righteousness that comes from faith.
 For this reason, it depends on faith,
 so that it may be a gift,
 and the promise may be guaranteed to all his descendants,
 not to those who only adhere to the law
 but to those who follow the faith of Abraham,
 who is the father of all of us, as it is written,
 I have made you father of many nations.
 He is our father in the sight of God,
 in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead
 and calls into being what does not exist.
 He believed, hoping against hope,
 that he would become the father of many nations,
 according to what was said, Thus shall your descendants be.
 That is why it was credited to him as righteousness.

Verse Before the Gospel

Psalm 84:5

Blessed are those who dwell in your house, O Lord;
 they never cease to praise you.

Gospel

Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a

Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary.
 Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ.

Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.
 When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
 but before they lived together,
 she was found with child through the Holy Spirit.
 Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man,
 yet unwilling to expose her to shame,
 decided to divorce her quietly.
 Such was his intention when, behold,
 the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
 “Joseph, son of David,
 do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home.
 For it is through the Holy Spirit
 that this child has been conceived in her.
 She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus,
 because he will save his people from their sins.”
 When Joseph awoke,
 he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him
 and took his wife into his home.

or
 Luke 2:41-51a

Each year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover,
 and when he was twelve years old,
 they went up according to festival custom.
 After they had completed its days, as they were returning,
 the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem,
 but his parents did not know it.
 Thinking that he was in the caravan,
 they journeyed for a day
 and looked for him among their relatives and acquaintances,
 but not finding him,
 they returned to Jerusalem to look for him.
 After three days they found him in the temple,
 sitting in the midst of the teachers,
 listening to them and asking them questions,
 and all who heard him were astounded
 at his understanding and his answers.
 When his parents saw him,
 they were astonished,
 and his mother said to him,
 “Son, why have you done this to us?
 Your father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety.”
 And he said to them,
 “Why were you looking for me?
 Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”
 But they did not understand what he said to them.
 He went down with them and came to Nazareth,
 and was obedient to them.

Reflection
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Thursday (March 19):  The Father's Witness to JesusMeditation: Do you know the joy of the Gospel - the good news of Jesus Christ - and a life freely submitted to the wisdom and knowledge of God's word? Jesus' opponents refused to accept his authority to speak and act in the name of God. And they refused to believe that he was sent from the Father in heaven. They demanded evidence for his claim to be equal with God. Jesus answers their charges with the supporting evidence of witnesses. The law of Moses had laid down the principle that the unsupported evidence of one person shall not prevail against a man for any crime or wrong in connection with any offence he committed (see Deuteronomy 17:6). At least two or three witnesses were needed.

Witnesses to Jesus' true identity
Jesus begins his defense by citing John the Baptist as a witness, since John publicly pointed to Jesus as the Messiah and had repeatedly borne witness to him (see John 1:19, 20, 26, 29, 35, 36). Jesus also asserts that a greater witness to his identity and equality with God the Father are the signs and miracles he performed. He cites his works, not to point to himself but to point to the power of God the Father working in and through him. He cites God the Father as his supreme witness.

Jesus asserts that the Scriptures themselves, including the first five books of Moses, point to him as the Messiah, the promised Savior. The problem with the scribes and Pharisees was that they did not believe what Moses had written. They desired the praise of their own people and since they were so focused on themselves, they became blind-sighted to God. They were so preoccupied with their own position as authorities and interpreters of the law that they became hardened and unable to understand the word of God. Their pride made them deaf to God's voice.

God reveals himself to the lowly of heart
Scripture tells us that God reveals himself to the lowly, to those who trust not in themselves but in God alone. The lowly of heart listen to God's word with an eagerness to learn and to obey. The Lord Jesus reveals to us the very mind and heart of God. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit he opens our ears so that we may hear his voice and he fills our hearts and minds with the love and knowledge of God. Do you believe that God's word has power to set you free from sin and ignorance and to transform you to be like him?

Saint Augustine of Hippo ( 430-543 A.D.) wrote: "As Christians, our task is to make daily progress toward God. Our pilgrimage on earth is a school in which God is the only teacher, and it demands good students, not ones who play truant. In this school we learn something every day. We learn something from commandments, something from examples, and something from sacraments. These things are remedies for our wounds and materials for study."
Are you an eager student of God's word and do you listen to it with faith and obedience?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit that I may listen to your word attentively and obey it joyfully.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 20, 2026

Friday of the Fourth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22

The wicked said among themselves, 
 thinking not aright:
 "Let us beset the just one, because he is obnoxious to us;
 he sets himself against our doings,
 Reproaches us for transgressions of the law
 and charges us with violations of our training.
 He professes to have knowledge of God
 and styles himself a child of the LORD.
 To us he is the censure of our thoughts; 
 merely to see him is a hardship for us,
 Because his life is not like that of others,
 and different are his ways.
 He judges us debased;
 he holds aloof from our paths as from things impure.
 He calls blest the destiny of the just
 and boasts that God is his Father.
 Let us see whether his words be true;
 let us find out what will happen to him.
 For if the just one be the son of God, he will defend him
 and deliver him from the hand of his foes.
 With revilement and torture let us put him to the test
 that we may have proof of his gentleness
 and try his patience.
 Let us condemn him to a shameful death;
 for according to his own words, God will take care of him."
 These were their thoughts, but they erred;
 for their wickedness blinded them,
 and they knew not the hidden counsels of God;
 neither did they count on a recompense of holiness
 nor discern the innocent souls' reward.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23

R. (19a) The Lord is close to the brokenhearted.

The LORD confronts the evildoers,
 to destroy remembrance of them from the earth.
 When the just cry out, the LORD hears them,
 and from all their distress he rescues them.

R. The Lord is close to the brokenhearted.

The LORD is close to the brokenhearted;
 and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.
 Many are the troubles of the just man,
 but out of them all the LORD delivers him.

R. The Lord is close to the brokenhearted.

He watches over all his bones;
 not one of them shall be broken.
 The LORD redeems the lives of his servants;
 no one incurs guilt who takes refuge in him.

R. The Lord is close to the brokenhearted.


 Verse Before the Gospel

Matthew 4:4b

One does not live on bread alone,
 but on every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.

Gospel

John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Jesus moved about within Galilee;
 he did not wish to travel in Judea,
 because the Jews were trying to kill him.
 But the Jewish feast of Tabernacles was near.

But when his brothers had gone up to the feast,
 he himself also went up, not openly but as it were in secret.

Some of the inhabitants of Jerusalem said,
 "Is he not the one they are trying to kill?
 And look, he is speaking openly and they say nothing to him.
 Could the authorities have realized that he is the Christ?
 But we know where he is from.
 When the Christ comes, no one will know where he is from."
 So Jesus cried out in the temple area as he was teaching and said,
 "You know me and also know where I am from.
 Yet I did not come on my own,
 but the one who sent me, whom you do not know, is true.
 I know him, because I am from him, and he sent me."
 So they tried to arrest him,
 but no one laid a hand upon him,
 because his hour had not yet come.

Reflection
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Friday (March 20):  His Hour Had Not yet ComeMeditation: What can hold us back from doing the will of God? Fear, especially the fear of death and the fear of losing the approval of others, can easily rob us of courage and the will to do what we know is right. Jesus met opposition and the threat of death with grace and determination to accomplish his Father's will. Jesus knew that his mission, his purpose in life, would entail sacrifice and suffering and culminate with death on the cross. But that would not be the end. His "hour" would crush defeat with victory over sin and Satan, condemnation with pardon and freedom, and death with glory and everlasting life.

Jesus offered up his life for us to restore us to friendship with God
He willingly suffered for our sake and embraced the cross to redeem us from sin and to restore us to new life and friendship with God our Father.

Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD ) wrote: "Our Lord had the power to lay down his life and to take it up again. But we cannot choose how long we shall live, and death comes to us even against our will. Christ, by dying, has already overcome death. Our freedom from death comes only through his death. To save us Christ had no need of us. Yet without him we can do nothing. He gave himself to us as the vine to the branches; apart from him we cannot live."
No one can be indifferent with Jesus for very long. What he said and did - his miraculous signs and wonders - he did in the name of God. Jesus not only claimed to be the Messiah, God's Anointed One - he claimed to be in a unique relationship of sonship with God the Father and to know him as no one else did. To the Jews this was utter blasphemy. The religious authorities did all they could to put a stop to Jesus because they could not accept his claims and the demands he made.

Jesus alone can set us free from the power of sinful pride, rebellion, and fear
We cannot be indifferent to the claims which Jesus makes on us. We are either for him or against him. There is no middle ground. We can try to mold the Lord Jesus to our own ideas and way of thinking or we can allow his word of truth to free us from our own sinful blindness, stubborn pride, and ignorance. Do you accept all that Jesus has taught and done for you with faith and reverence or with disbelief and contempt? The consequences are enormous, both in this life and in eternity.

Prayer: Eternal God, who are the light of the minds that know you, the joy of the hearts that love you, and the strength of the wills that serve you; grant us so to know you, that we may truly love you, and so to love you that we may fully serve you, whom to serve is perfect freedom, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
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March 21, 2026

Saturday of the Fourth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Jeremiah 11:18-20

I knew their plot because the LORD informed me;
 at that time you, O LORD, showed me their doings.

Yet I, like a trusting lamb led to slaughter,
 had not realized that they were hatching plots against me:
 "Let us destroy the tree in its vigor;
 let us cut him off from the land of the living,
 so that his name will be spoken no more."

But, you, O LORD of hosts, O just Judge,
 searcher of mind and heart,
 Let me witness the vengeance you take on them,
 for to you I have entrusted my cause!



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12

R. (2a) O Lord, my God, in you I take refuge.

O LORD, my God, in you I take refuge;
 save me from all my pursuers and rescue me,
 Lest I become like the lion's prey,
 to be torn to pieces, with no one to rescue me.

R. O Lord, my God, in you I take refuge.

Do me justice, O LORD, because I am just,
 and because of the innocence that is mine.
 Let the malice of the wicked come to an end,
 but sustain the just,
 O searcher of heart and soul, O just God.

R. O Lord, my God, in you I take refuge.

A shield before me is God,
 who saves the upright of heart;
 A just judge is God,
 a God who punishes day by day.

R. O Lord, my God, in you I take refuge.


 Verse Before the Gospel

See Luke 8:15

Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart
 and yield a harvest through perseverance.



Gospel

John 7:40-53

Some in the crowd who heard these words of Jesus said,
 "This is truly the Prophet."
 Others said, "This is the Christ."
 But others said, "The Christ will not come from Galilee, will he?
 Does not Scripture say that the Christ will be of David's family
 and come from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?"
 So a division occurred in the crowd because of him.
 Some of them even wanted to arrest him,
 but no one laid hands on him.

So the guards went to the chief priests and Pharisees,
 who asked them, "Why did you not bring him?"
 The guards answered, "Never before has anyone spoken like this man."
 So the Pharisees answered them, "Have you also been deceived?
 Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him?
 But this crowd, which does not know the law, is accursed."
 Nicodemus, one of their members who had come to him earlier, said to them, 
 "Does our law condemn a man before it first hears him
 and finds out what he is doing?"
 They answered and said to him,
 "You are not from Galilee also, are you?
 Look and see that no prophet arises from Galilee."

Then each went to his own house.

Reflection
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Saturday (March 21):  Reaction to Jesus' WordsMeditation: When resistance and opposition to God's word rears its head how do you respond? With fear and doubt? Or with faith and courage? The prophet Jeremiah was opposed by his own people because the words he spoke in God's name did not sit right with them. They plotted to silence him and to "cut him off from the land of the living" (Jeremiah 11:19). Jeremiah responded with meekness and prophetic insight "like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter" (Jeremiah 11:18).

Are you willing to take a stand for the Lord Jesus?
No one can be indifferent for long when confronted with Jesus and his claim to be the Messiah and Savior of the world. Jesus' message and the miraculous signs he performed caused division for many in Israel. Some believed he was a prophet, some the Messiah, and some believed he was neither. The reaction of the armed officers was bewildered amazement. They went to arrest him and returned empty-handed because they never heard anyone speak as he did. The reaction of the chief priests and Pharisees was contempt. The reaction of Nicodemus was timid. His heart told him to defend Jesus, but his head told him not to take the risk.

Who is Jesus for you? And are you ready to give him your full allegiance? There will often come a time when we have to take a stand for the Lord Jesus and for the truth of the Gospel - the good news of God's kingdom and the free gift of salvation which Jesus came to bring us. To stand for Jesus and his kingdom may provoke mockery and opposition. It may even entail suffering and hardship - such as the loss of job, reputation, or life.The Lord Jesus richly rewards those who suffer for his name's sake.

Costly grace versus cheap grace
There are fundamentally only two choices that determine the course of our lives and the final destiny that awaits us: the choice to live for God's kingdom of peace, joy, and righteousness or the pursuit of the world's kingdom which stands in opposition to God's authority and commandments. We can choose to obey God's word and believe in his promise of blessing or we can choose to follow the voice of those who promise success and happiness apart from God's truth and laws. The costly grace and freedom - which the Lord Jesus offers to those who embrace the cross for his sake - leads to joy and blessing in this life as well as the promise of eternal happiness with God. Cheap grace - which tries to bypass the cross for the sake of being my own master and the ruler of my own destiny - leads to emptiness and endless futility. Who do you choose to be the master and ruler of your life and destiny?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your Gospel brings joy and freedom. May I be loyal to you always, even though it produce a cross on earth, that I may share in your crown of victory for all eternity
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March 22, 2026

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Reading I

Ezekiel 37:12-14

Thus says the Lord GOD: 
 O my people, I will open your graves 
 and have you rise from them, 
 and bring you back to the land of Israel.
 Then you shall know that I am the LORD, 
 when I open your graves and have you rise from them, 
 O my people!
 I will put my spirit in you that you may live, 
 and I will settle you upon your land; 
 thus you shall know that I am the LORD.
 I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8

R. (7) With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
 LORD, hear my voice!
 Let your ears be attentive
 to my voice in supplication. 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

If you, O LORD, mark iniquities,
 LORD, who can stand?
 But with you is forgiveness,
 that you may be revered. 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

I trust in the LORD;
 my soul trusts in his word.
 More than sentinels wait for the dawn,
 let Israel wait for the LORD.

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

For with the LORD is kindness
 and with him is plenteous redemption;
 And he will redeem Israel
 from all their iniquities.

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

Reading II

Romans 8:8-11

Brothers and sisters:
 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
 But you are not in the flesh; 
 on the contrary, you are in the spirit, 
 if only the Spirit of God dwells in you.
 Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
 But if Christ is in you, 
 although the body is dead because of sin, 
 the spirit is alive because of righteousness.
 If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
 the one who raised Christ from the dead 
 will give life to your mortal bodies also, 
 through his Spirit dwelling in you.

Verse Before the Gospel

John 11:25a, 26

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;
 whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will never die.

Gospel

John 11:1-45

Now a man was ill, Lazarus from Bethany, 
 the village of Mary and her sister Martha.
 Mary was the one who had anointed the Lord with perfumed oil 
 and dried his feet with her hair; 
 it was her brother Lazarus who was ill.
 So the sisters sent word to him saying, 
 “Master, the one you love is ill.”
 When Jesus heard this he said,
 “This illness is not to end in death, 
 but is for the glory of God, 
 that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.
 So when he heard that he was ill, 
 he remained for two days in the place where he was.
 Then after this he said to his disciples, 
 “Let us go back to Judea.”
 The disciples said to him, 
 “Rabbi, the Jews were just trying to stone you, 
 and you want to go back there?”
 Jesus answered,
 “Are there not twelve hours in a day?
 If one walks during the day, he does not stumble, 
 because he sees the light of this world.
 But if one walks at night, he stumbles, 
 because the light is not in him.” 
 He said this, and then told them,
 “Our friend Lazarus is asleep,
 but I am going to awaken him.”
 So the disciples said to him,
 “Master, if he is asleep, he will be saved.”
 But Jesus was talking about his death, 
 while they thought that he meant ordinary sleep. 
 So then Jesus said to them clearly,
 “Lazarus has died.
 And I am glad for you that I was not there,
 that you may believe. 
 Let us go to him.”
 So Thomas, called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, 
 “Let us also go to die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
 had already been in the tomb for four days.
 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about two miles away.
 And many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 
 to comfort them about their brother.
 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
 she went to meet him;
 but Mary sat at home.
 Martha said to Jesus, 
 “Lord, if you had been here,
 my brother would not have died.
 But even now I know that whatever you ask of God,
 God will give you.”
 Jesus said to her,
 “Your brother will rise.”
 Martha said to him,
 “I know he will rise,
 in the resurrection on the last day.”
 Jesus told her,
 “I am the resurrection and the life; 
 whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, 
 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.
 Do you believe this?”
 She said to him, “Yes, Lord.
 I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
 the one who is coming into the world.”

When she had said this, 
 she went and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, 
 “The teacher is here and is asking for you.”
 As soon as she heard this,
 she rose quickly and went to him.
 For Jesus had not yet come into the village, 
 but was still where Martha had met him.
 So when the Jews who were with her in the house comforting her 
 saw Mary get up quickly and go out,
 they followed her, 
 presuming that she was going to the tomb to weep there.
 When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, 
 she fell at his feet and said to him, 
 “Lord, if you had been here,
 my brother would not have died.”
 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with her weeping, 
 he became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, 
 “Where have you laid him?”
 They said to him, “Sir, come and see.”
 And Jesus wept.
 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.”
 But some of them said, 
 “Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man 
 have done something so that this man would not have died?”

So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb.
 It was a cave, and a stone lay across it.
 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
 Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him, 
 “Lord, by now there will be a stench; 
 he has been dead for four days.”
 Jesus said to her,
 “Did I not tell you that if you believe 
 you will see the glory of God?”
 So they took away the stone.
 And Jesus raised his eyes and said,
 “Father, I thank you for hearing me.
 I know that you always hear me; 
 but because of the crowd here I have said this, 
 that they may believe that you sent me.”
 And when he had said this,
 He cried out in a loud voice, 
 “Lazarus, come out!”
 The dead man came out,
 tied hand and foot with burial bands, 
 and his face was wrapped in a cloth.
 So Jesus said to them,
 “Untie him and let him go.”

Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary
 and seen what he had done began to believe in him.

OR: 

John 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, saying, 
 “Master, the one you love is ill.”
 When Jesus heard this he said,
 “This illness is not to end in death, 
 but is for the glory of God, 
 that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.
 So when he heard that he was ill, 
 he remained for two days in the place where he was.
 Then after this he said to his disciples, 
 "Let us go back to Judea.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
 had already been in the tomb for four days.
 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
 she went to meet him; 
 but Mary sat at home.
 Martha said to Jesus, 
 “Lord, if you had been here,
 my brother would not have died.
 But even now I know that whatever you ask of God,
 God will give you.”
 Jesus said to her,
 “Your brother will rise.”
 Martha said,
 “I know he will rise,
 in the resurrection on the last day.”
 Jesus told her,
 “I am the resurrection and the life; 
 whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, 
 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.
 Do you believe this?”
 She said to him, “Yes, Lord.
 I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
 the one who is coming into the world.”

He became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, 
 “Where have you laid him?”
 They said to him, “Sir, come and see.”
 And Jesus wept.
 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.”
 But some of them said, 
 “Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man 
 have done something so that this man would not have died?”

So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb.
 It was a cave, and a stone lay across it.
 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
 Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him, 
 “Lord, by now there will be a stench; 
 he has been dead for four days.”
 Jesus said to her,
 “Did I not tell you that if you believe 
 you will see the glory of God?”
 So they took away the stone.
 And Jesus raised his eyes and said, 
 “Father, I thank you for hearing me.
 I know that you always hear me; 
 but because of the crowd here I have said this, 
 that they may believe that you sent me.”
 And when he had said this,
 He cried out in a loud voice, 
 “Lazarus, come out!”
 The dead man came out,
 tied hand and foot with burial bands, 
 and his face was wrapped in a cloth.
 So Jesus said to them,
 “Untie him and let him go.”

Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary
 and seen what he had done began to believe in him.

Reflection
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5th Sunday in Lent  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Ezekiel 37:12-14 

 
 Ezekiel is of a priestly family and was among the captives who were carried off to Babylon in 597 B.C. He is called The Prophet of Divine Fidelity because he emphasizes the fact that God is faithful in His threats as well as in His promises. He kept up the courage of his fellow captives by foretelling the doom of Babylon, the end of the captivity, and the redemption of mankind by the Messiah. He is said to have died a martyr. Todays reading takes place in Babylon, and Ezekiel is led out by the spirit into a plain (on which may have remained the unburied bones of those who had fallen in battle. [This is the passage which led to the old Negro spiritual Dem Bones.] These are the words which lead up to todays reading (Ezekiel 37:1-11): 1 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he led me out in the spirit of the LORD and set me in the center of the plain, which was now filled with bones. 2 He made me walk among them in every direction so that I saw how many they were on the surface of the plain. How dry they were! 3 He asked me: Son of man, can these bones come to life? Lord GOD, I answered, you alone know that. 4 Then he said to me: Prophesy over these bones, and say to them: Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: See! I will bring spirit into you, that you may come to life. 6 I will put sinews upon you, make flesh grow over you, cover you with skin, and put spirit in you so that you may come to life and know that I am the LORD. 7 I prophesied as I had been told, and even as I was prophesying I heard a noise; it was a rattling as the bones came together, bone joining bone. 8 I saw the sinews and the flesh come upon them, and the skin cover them, but there was no spirit in them. 9 Then he said to me: Prophesy to the spirit, prophesy, son of man, and say to the spirit: Thus says the Lord GOD: From the four winds come, O spirit, and breathe into these slain that they may come to life. 10 I prophesied as he told me, and the spirit came into them; they came alive and stood upright, a vast army. 11 Then he said to me: Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They have been saying, Our bones are dried up, our hope is lost, and we are cut off. This mystical experience symbolizes his mission to the exiles: through his prophesying, they will receive a new spirit that will enable them to rise from their lost hope and to lead a new life in the land of Israel. 12    Therefore, prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD: O my people, I will open your graves and have you rise from them, and bring you back to the land of Israel. Israel has been totally destroyed by an attacking army, but it will be restored. No reference to the resurrection of individuals from death is intended. 1    13    Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and have you rise from them, O my people! 14 I will put my spirit in you that you may live, and I will settle you upon your land; thus you shall know that I am the LORD. I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD. The Hebrew word for spirit is ruah. Gods breath. The aim of the prophecy is to give the captives new spirit to rise from their captivity. Although not referring to the resurrection of individuals, the concept is not far removed. 

 

2nd Reading - Romans 8:8-11 

 
 In Romans 5:1-11 Saint Paul announced that justified Christians have been empowered to live a new life as the result of Gods love manifested in the liberating acts of Christ. Now that liberation from sin, death, and the Law has taken place, they are able to live this life for God, whose love is poured out through the dynamic principle of such life, the Spirit of God Himself. Christian existence is dominated by the Spirit, not the flesh. 8    and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh; Paul chooses a neutral way of expressing the goal of human life: to please God. It is a goal aimed at by both Jew and Christian, yet it cannot be attained by one who is dominated by self (in the flesh); one must be in the Spirit i.e., live according to the Spirit. The apostle does not reject the substance of flesh but shows that the Spirit must be infused into it. [Saint Irenaeus (A.D. 180-199), Against Heresies, 5,10,2] on the contrary, you are in the spirit, if only the Spirit of God dwells in you. The Spirit, as the new principle of Christian vitality, is derived from God, the same source as all other manifestations of salvation. The baptized Christian is not only in the Spirit, but the Spirit is now said to dwell in him or her. Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. Note how Paul interchanges the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and Christ as he tries to express the multi-faceted reality of the Christian experience of participation in divine life. Attachment to Christ is only possible by the spiritualization of human beings. This is no mere external identification with the cause of Christ, or even a grateful recognition of what He once did for humanity. Rather, the Christian who belongs to Christ is the one empowered to live for God through the vitalizing influence of His Spirit. 10    But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 2    Here, Paul equates Christ and Spirit and plays on the meanings of the Greek word pneuma which means breath and spirit. Without the Spirit, the source of Christian vitality, the human body is like a corpse because of the influence of sin, but in union with Christ the human spirit lives, for the Spirit resuscitates the dead human being through the gift of uprightness. As a result of the sin of Adam death entered the world and is the earthly legacy of us all. In union with Christ our spirit lives beyond this earthly legacy and enters into eternal life. Paul is not saying here that the Spirit is Christ but is showing rather that anyone who has the Spirit has Christ as well. For where the Spirit is, there Christ is also. Wherever one person of the Trinity is present, the whole Trinity is present too. For the Trinity is undivided and has a perfect unity in itself. [Saint John Chrysostom (A.D. 391), Homilies on the Epistle to the Romans, 13] 11    If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, The power of animating the Christian is thus traced to its ultimate source, for the Spirit is the manifestation of the Fathers presence and power in the world since the resurrection of Christ and through it. the one who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also, The future tense refers to the role of the Spirit in the end times resurrection of Christians through his Spirit that dwells in you. At His resurrection Christ became, through the Fathers glory, the principle of the raising of Christians. It is the Spirit as related to the risen Christ that is the life giving principle. Because of the gift of the Spirit the Christian is a child of God, adopted and destined for the glory of Gods intimate presence. 

 

Gospel - John 11:1-45 

 
 Today we complete our short course in the faith. After rehearsing briefly the story of Gods saving acts and tying those saving acts to our baptism/confirmation, we look this week at the concept of resurrection in Christ. Our first reading told of God raising up the dry bones of Israel and restoring the people. That reading ended I will put my Spirit in you that you may live . . . Our Epistle reading told us of the new life and spirit given by the Lord. This is both a gift and a confrontation, however. To receive the gift, we must change our perspective of life and accept a whole new reality. Our gospel reading today tells of the resurrection of Lazarus when Jesus tells us I am the resurrection and the life. This is the longest continuous narrative in John outside of the passion account. It is the climax of the signs and leads directly to the decision of the Sanhedrin to kill Jesus. 3    1    Now a man was ill, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. The name Lazarus means God has helped (Hebrew: Eleazar). By the way the sacred writer introduces the village, he expects us to know who Martha and Mary are (Luke 10:38- 42    where Jesus is a guest and teaches in their house) . The name today is El-Azariyeh (an Arabic corruption of the name Lazarus). It is less than two miles southeast of Jerusalem, separated from it by the Mount of Olives. 2    Mary was the one who had anointed the Lord with perfumed oil and dried his feet with her hair; it was her brother Lazarus who was ill. There are a number of women in the Gospels who are called Mary. The Mary here is Mary of Bethany, sister of Lazarus, the woman who later anointed our Lord, again in Bethany, at the house of Simon the Leper. She was the one who anointed expresses an action which occurred prior to the time of writing, but the anointing took place after the resurrection of Lazarus. Were Mary of Bethany, Mary Magdalene, and the sinful woman who anointed Jesus feet in Galilee (Luke 7:36) one, two, or three women? It seems most likely that they are all different people. Due to the times, locations and details reported the anointings at Bethany and Galilee are believed to be two separate anointings. Nothing given about Mary Magdalene links her to the other two Marys. 3    So the sisters sent word to him, saying, Master, the one you love is ill. The sisters message simply states the facts. The sisters request, like the Blessed Virgins at Cana, is implicit in their words. 4    When Jesus heard this he said, This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it. Like Cana, Jesus first reply appears to be a rejection of the request. 5    Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. John is careful to point out that it was not lack of love for Lazarus and his sisters that caused Him to delay going to him. The reason for the delay will become apparent later in this narrative. 6    So when he heard that he was ill, he remained for two days in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to his disciples, Let us go back to Judea. 8 The disciples said to him, Rabbi, the Jews were just trying to stone you, and you want to go back there? The disciples are reminding Him that His life is in danger there (John 10:31, 39). 9    Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in a day? If one walks during the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if one walks at 4    night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him. Jesus answer uses the image of His coming (and impending departure) as light of the world (John 9:4-5). The phrase the light is not in him may reflect the ancient Jewish belief that there was a light within the eye which allowed a person to see (see also Luke 11:34; Matthew 6:23). 11    He said this, and then told them, Our friend Lazarus is asleep, but I am going to awaken him. 12 So the disciples said to him, Master, if he is asleep, he will be saved. 13    But Jesus was talking about his death, while they thought that he meant ordinary sleep. The pattern of dialog often depicted in John is followed: Jesus makes a statement regarding a profound religious truth which is misunderstood in a surface and material sense. This misunderstanding permits the Lord (or John at times) to develop further the truly spiritual meaning of His pronouncement. 14    So then Jesus said to them clearly, Lazarus has died. 15 And I am glad for you that I was not there, that you may believe. Let us go to him. 16 So Thomas, called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, Let us also go to die with him. Didymus is the Greek word for twin; Thomas is derived from the Aramaic word for twin. In the ancient Syriac version and in the apocryphal Gospel of Thomas (80:11-12) his given name, Judas, is provided. Thomas words remind us of the Apostles saying at the Last Supper that they would be ready to die for their master (Matthew 26:31-35). We have already seen how the apostles stayed loyal when many disciples left our Lord after His bread of life discourse (John 6:67-71). 17    When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. This underlies the reality of Lazarus death. Contemporary Jewish belief was that the soul of the dead remained in the vicinity of the body for three days and then departed. Some commentators take the day Jesus was notified (v4), the two days more that He stayed (v6) and this four days; add them and show that the resurrection occurred on the 7th day. 18    Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about two miles away. 19 And many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother. Mourning rites usually extended seven days from the time of death. 20    When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. One who is well known for His miracles should have been able to heal Lazarus. Martha 5    confesses a faith in Jesus that recognizes that God is the source of Jesus powers. This separates her from those crowds that are amazed by Jesus deeds and divided over His identity. 22    (But) even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you. 23 Jesus said to her, Your brother will rise. 24 Martha said to him, I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day. Jesus words to Martha have elicited an expression of her belief in the resurrection of the dead in the end times; a doctrine held by the Pharisees. 25    Jesus told her, I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this? Jesus affirms Marthas belief in a resurrection to come, with the significant addition that its power is to be found in Himself. Physical death is the common lot of mankind, Christians included, but faith in Christ will bring the believer to life again in the resurrection. Since the believer already possesses true or eternal life, physical death can never really affect him. 27    She said to him, Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world. Martha confesses her faith in these Christian truths, using the formulas with which she was familiar from Old Testament expectation. She still has not been told that Lazarus will rise here and now as a sign. 28    When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, The teacher is here and is asking for you. 29 As soon as she heard this, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 For Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still where Martha had met him. 31 So when the Jews who were with her in the house comforting her saw Mary get up quickly and go out, they followed her, presuming that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said to him, Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. Marys greeting is almost the same as Marthas. She too confesses a faith in Jesus that recognizes that God is the source of His powers. 33    When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with her weeping, he became perturbed and deeply troubled, Literally, He snorted in spirit and was deeply troubled. Perhaps in anger at the presence of evil (death). With these actions even the crowd is able to recognize that Jesus loved Lazarus. 6    34    and said, Where have you laid him? They said to him, Sir, come and see. 35 And Jesus wept. Verse 35 is the shortest verse in Holy Scripture. In many translations it is only the two words Jesus wept. 36    So the Jews said, See how he loved him. 37 But some of them said, Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man have done something so that this man would not have died? 38 So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay across it. 39 Jesus said, Take away the stone. Martha, the dead mans sister, said to him, Lord, by now there will be a stench; he has been dead for four days. Jesus command to remove the stone provides one last occasion to remind the readers of how long Lazarus has been buried. 40    Jesus said to her, Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God? Only the disciples (in v4) had been explicitly told that the death of Lazarus is for the glory of God. 41    So they took away the stone. And Jesus raised his eyes and said, Father, I thank you for hearing me. 42 I know that you always hear me; but because of the crowd here I have said this, that they may believe that you sent me. Jesus is not play-acting. His visible thanksgiving to the Father however, is necessary to bring out the truth that in His works He is not simply a man endowed with wonder- working power but the emissary of the Father of life. 43    And when he had said this, he cried out in a loud voice, Lazarus, come out! A dramatization of John 5:28 the hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice. (See also Daniel 12:2). 44    The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with burial bands, and his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to them, Untie him and let him go. 45 Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen what he had done began to believe in him. As is usual in the gospels, this narrative of the marvelous is brought to a matter-of-fact conclusion with no attempt to satisfy idle curiosity about incidental details. 
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Sunday (March 22):  I Am the Resurrection and the LifeMeditation: If a true "friend loves at all times"(Proverbs 17:17), why did Jesus delay in coming to Lazarus' home when he knew that his friend was gravely ill? Jesus certainly loved Lazarus and his two sisters and he often stayed in their home at Bethany. But to the surprise of his friends and disciples, Jesus did not go right away to Bethany when he was called. Jesus explained that Lazarus' sickness would bring glory to God. The glory which Jesus had in mind, however, was connected with suffering and the cross. He saw the cross as his supreme glory and the way to glory in the kingdom of God. For Jesus there was no other way to glory except through the cross.

Jesus also knew that it was dangerous for him to travel anywhere near Jerusalem at this time, since the religious authorities in Jerusalem were plotting his destruction. Jesus, however, was willing to pay the price to help his friend. For Jesus to come to Jerusalem at Passover time was an act of courage. The explanation which Jesus gave to his disciples was simple and challenging at the same time. "Are there not twelve hours in the day?" In so many words he said: "There are enough hours in the day to do what one must do." A day can neither be rushed nor extended. Its period is fixed.

Courage to act in the light of God's truth
In God's economy we each have our "day" whether it be short or long. While time is limited, there is enough for us to accomplish what God intends. God gives each of us our allotted portion in life. We can either waste it or use it to the utmost for God's glory. Jesus did not let circumstances or pressure dictate what he would do. Nor did he permit others to dictate his actions or timetable. He took action of his own initiative and in his good time. Don't we often try to get God to do things in our way and on our timetable?

Both the Romans and the Jews divided the day into twelve equal hours from sunrise to sunset. The day's work and travel, however, ceased when the daylight was gone. If someone wanted to get their day's work done, he had to do it before it got dark. Jesus made a spiritual analogy with our relationship with God. While the light of Christ is with us, we must live and walk in the truth and grace of his light. There's a right time to make peace with God, and that time is now. When darkness comes, then judgment follows for those who refuse God and spurn his love.

When Jesus announced that Lazarus was dead and that he was going to Jerusalem, Thomas showed both his courage and pessimism. "Let us go, that we may die with him." This courage, however, was not tempered with faith and hope in God's promise to bring victory out of defeat. Even though Thomas was a witness to Lazarus' resurrection, he betrayed his master when arrest and death stared him in the face. He doubted his master's resurrection until Jesus showed him the wounds of his passion. God gives us faith, courage, and the strength we need to persevere through any trial and suffering we must face in this life. If we embrace our cross with faith and trust in God, then we, too, will see victory and glory in the end.

The hope of our resurrection
What is the significance of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead? It is more than a miraculous event. It is a "sign" of God's promise to raise up all who have died in Christ to everlasting life. That is why Jesus asked Martha if she believed in the resurrection from the dead. The Christian creed, which is the profession of our faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and in the saving power of God, culminates in the proclamation of the resurrection of the dead on the last day and in life everlasting. This is our faith and our hope. "If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit which dwells in you" (Romans 8:11).
God gives us the power of his Holy Spirit that we may be made alive in Christ. Even now we can experience the power of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus in our personal lives. The Holy Spirit is ever ready to change and transform us into men and women of faith, hope, and love. Do you believe that the power of Jesus' resurrection is at work in your life today? Let the Holy Spirit strengthen within you the life and joy of God and the hope of heaven.

God is my help
The name Lazarus means "God is my help". Jesus' parable about the poor man Lazarus, who died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom (Luke 16:19-31), ends with a warning: "If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced if some one should rise from the dead." Through Lazarus' sickness and subsequent death, God brought glory through his Son the Lord Jesus, who raised his friend from the dead in anticipation of his own death and resurrection. Our participation in the Lord's Supper in the Eucharist already gives us a foretaste of Jesus' transfiguration of our bodies.

Irenaeus, a second century church father states: "Just as bread that comes from the earth, after God's blessing has been invoked upon it, is no longer ordinary bread, but Eucharist, formed of two things, the one earthly and the other heavenly: so too our bodies, which partake of the Eucharist, are no longer corruptible, but possess the hope of resurrection"( Adv. Haeres. 4,18 ).
Psalm 27 ends with the great prayer of hope in the resurrection: "I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living! Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; yes, wait for the Lord!"
Do you find joy and hope in the resurrection of Jesus Christ?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, you have ransomed us with your blood and restored us to life with the Father in heaven. May your resurrection be our hope as we long for the day when we will see you face to face in glory.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 23, 2026

Monday of the Fifth Week of Lent

Reading I

Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62

In Babylon there lived a man named Joakim,
 who married a very beautiful and God-fearing woman, Susanna,
 the daughter of Hilkiah;
 her pious parents had trained their daughter
 according to the law of Moses.
 Joakim was very rich;
 he had a garden near his house,
 and the Jews had recourse to him often
 because he was the most respected of them all.

That year, two elders of the people were appointed judges,
 of whom the Lord said, “Wickedness has come out of Babylon:
 from the elders who were to govern the people as judges.”
 These men, to whom all brought their cases,
 frequented the house of Joakim.
 When the people left at noon,
 Susanna used to enter her husband’s garden for a walk.
 When the old men saw her enter every day for her walk,
 they began to lust for her.
 They suppressed their consciences;
 they would not allow their eyes to look to heaven,
 and did not keep in mind just judgments.

One day, while they were waiting for the right moment,
 she entered the garden as usual, with two maids only.
 She decided to bathe, for the weather was warm.
 Nobody else was there except the two elders,
 who had hidden themselves and were watching her.
 “Bring me oil and soap,” she said to the maids,
 “and shut the garden doors while I bathe.”

As soon as the maids had left,
 the two old men got up and hurried to her.
 “Look,” they said, “the garden doors are shut, and no one can see us;
 give in to our desire, and lie with us.
 If you refuse, we will testify against you
 that you dismissed your maids because a young man was here with you.”

“I am completely trapped,” Susanna groaned.
 “If I yield, it will be my death;
 if I refuse, I cannot escape your power.
 Yet it is better for me to fall into your power without guilt
 than to sin before the Lord.”
 Then Susanna shrieked, and the old men also shouted at her,
 as one of them ran to open the garden doors.
 When the people in the house heard the cries from the garden,
 they rushed in by the side gate to see what had happened to her.
 At the accusations by the old men,
 the servants felt very much ashamed,
 for never had any such thing been said about Susanna.

When the people came to her husband Joakim the next day,
 the two wicked elders also came,
 fully determined to put Susanna to death.
 Before all the people they ordered:
 “Send for Susanna, the daughter of Hilkiah,
 the wife of Joakim.”
 When she was sent for,
 she came with her parents, children and all her relatives.
 All her relatives and the onlookers were weeping.

In the midst of the people the two elders rose up
 and laid their hands on her head.
 Through tears she looked up to heaven,
 for she trusted in the Lord wholeheartedly.
 The elders made this accusation:
 “As we were walking in the garden alone,
 this woman entered with two girls
 and shut the doors of the garden, dismissing the girls.
 A young man, who was hidden there, came and lay with her.
 When we, in a corner of the garden, saw this crime,
 we ran toward them.
 We saw them lying together,
 but the man we could not hold, because he was stronger than we;
 he opened the doors and ran off.
 Then we seized her and asked who the young man was,
 but she refused to tell us.
 We testify to this.”
 The assembly believed them,
 since they were elders and judges of the people,
 and they condemned her to death.

But Susanna cried aloud:
 “O eternal God, you know what is hidden
 and are aware of all things before they come to be:
 you know that they have testified falsely against me. 
 Here I am about to die,
 though I have done none of the things
 with which these wicked men have charged me.”

The Lord heard her prayer.
 As she was being led to execution,
 God stirred up the holy spirit of a young boy named Daniel,
 and he cried aloud:
 “I will have no part in the death of this woman.”
 All the people turned and asked him, “What is this you are saying?”
 He stood in their midst and continued,
 “Are you such fools, O children of Israel! 
 To condemn a woman of Israel without examination
 and without clear evidence?
 Return to court, for they have testified falsely against her.”

Then all the people returned in haste.
 To Daniel the elders said,
 “Come, sit with us and inform us,
 since God has given you the prestige of old age.”
 But he replied,
 “Separate these two far from each other that I may examine them.”

After they were separated one from the other,
 he called one of them and said:
 “How you have grown evil with age!
 Now have your past sins come to term:
 passing unjust sentences, condemning the innocent,
 and freeing the guilty, although the Lord says,
 ‘The innocent and the just you shall not put to death.’
 Now, then, if you were a witness,
 tell me under what tree you saw them together.”
 “Under a mastic tree,” he answered.
 Daniel replied, “Your fine lie has cost you your head,
 for the angel of God shall receive the sentence from him
 and split you in two.”
 Putting him to one side, he ordered the other one to be brought.
 Daniel said to him,
 “Offspring of Canaan, not of Judah, beauty has seduced you,
 lust has subverted your conscience.
 This is how you acted with the daughters of Israel,
 and in their fear they yielded to you;
 but a daughter of Judah did not tolerate your wickedness.
 Now, then, tell me under what tree you surprised them together.”
 “Under an oak,” he said.
 Daniel replied, “Your fine lie has cost you also your head,
 for the angel of God waits with a sword to cut you in two
 so as to make an end of you both.”

The whole assembly cried aloud,
 blessing God who saves those who hope in him.
 They rose up against the two elders,
 for by their own words Daniel had convicted them of perjury.
 According to the law of Moses,
 they inflicted on them
 the penalty they had plotted to impose on their neighbor:
 they put them to death.
 Thus was innocent blood spared that day.

OR:

The assembly condemned Susanna to death.

But Susanna cried aloud:
 “O eternal God, you know what is hidden
 and are aware of all things before they come to be:
 you know that they have testified falsely against me.
 Here I am about to die,
 though I have done none of the things
 with which these wicked men have charged me.”

The Lord heard her prayer.
 As she was being led to execution,
 God stirred up the holy spirit of a young boy named Daniel,
 and he cried aloud:
 “I will have no part in the death of this woman.”
 All the people turned and asked him,
 “What is this you are saying?”
 He stood in their midst and continued,
 “Are you such fools, O children of Israel!
 To condemn a woman of Israel without examination
 and without clear evidence?
 Return to court, for they have testified falsely against her.”

Then all the people returned in haste.
 To Daniel the elders said,
 “Come, sit with us and inform us,
 since God has given you the prestige of old age.”
 But he replied,
 “Separate these two far from each other that I may examine them.”

After they were separated one from the other,
 he called one of them and said:
 “How you have grown evil with age!
 Now have your past sins come to term:
 passing unjust sentences, condemning the innocent,
 and freeing the guilty, although the Lord says,
 ‘The innocent and the just you shall not put to death.’ 
 Now, then, if you were a witness,
 tell me under what tree you saw them together.”
 “Under a mastic tree,” he answered.
 Daniel replied, “Your fine lie has cost you your head,
 for the angel of God shall receive the sentence from him
 and split you in two.”
 Putting him to one side, he ordered the other one to be brought. 
 Daniel said to him, “Offspring of Canaan, not of Judah,
 beauty has seduced you, lust has subverted your conscience.
 This is how you acted with the daughters of Israel,
 and in their fear they yielded to you;
 but a daughter of Judah did not tolerate your wickedness.
 Now, then, tell me under what tree you surprised them together.”
 “Under an oak,” he said.
 Daniel replied, “Your fine lie has cost you also your head,”
 for the angel of God waits with a sword to cut you in two
 so as to make an end of you both.”

The whole assembly cried aloud,
 blessing God who saves those who hope in him.
 They rose up against the two elders,
 for by their own words Daniel had convicted them of perjury.
 According to the law of Moses,
 they inflicted on them
 the penalty they had plotted to impose on their neighbor:
 they put them to death.
 Thus was innocent blood spared that day.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6

R. (4ab) Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
 Beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul.

R. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side.

He guides me in right paths
 for his name’s sake.
 Even though I walk in the dark valley
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side
 With your rod and your staff
 that give me courage.

R. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 You anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows.

R. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come.

R. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side.

Verse before the Gospel

Ezekiel 33:11

I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked man, says the Lord,
 but rather in his conversion, that he may live.

Gospel

John 8:1-11

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
 But early in the morning he arrived again in the temple area, 
 and all the people started coming to him, 
 and he sat down and taught them.
 Then the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman 
 who had been caught in adultery 
 and made her stand in the middle.
 They said to him,
 “Teacher, this woman was caught 
 in the very act of committing adultery.
 Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women.
 So what do you say?”
 They said this to test him,
 so that they could have some charge to bring against him.
 Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his finger.
 But when they continued asking him,
 he straightened up and said to them,
 “Let the one among you who is without sin 
 be the first to throw a stone at her.”
 Again he bent down and wrote on the ground.
 And in response, they went away one by one,
 beginning with the elders.
 So he was left alone with the woman before him.
 Then Jesus straightened up and said to her,
 “Woman, where are they?
 Has no one condemned you?”
 She replied, “No one, sir.”
 Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you.
 Go, and from now on do not sin any more.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Toribio de Mogrovejo, bishop

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

2 Timothy 1:13-14; 2:1-3

Beloved:
 Take as your norm the sound words that you heard from me,
 in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
 Guard this rich trust with the help of the Holy Spirit
 who dwells within us.

My child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
 And what you heard from me through many witnesses
 entrust to faithful people
 who will have the ability to teach others as well.
 Bear your share of hardship along with me
 like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8c, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
 give to the LORD glory and praise;
 give to the LORD the glory due his name!

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.


 Alleluia

John 10:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my sheep, and mine know me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Matthew 9:35-38

Jesus went around to all the towns and villages,
 teaching in their synagogues,
 proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom,
 and curing every disease and illness.
 At the sight of the crowds, his heart was moved with pity for them
 because they were troubled and abandoned,
 like sheep without a shepherd.
 Then he said to his disciples,
 "The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few;
 so ask the master of the harvest
 to send out laborers for his harvest."

Reflection
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Monday (March 23):  Go, and Do Not Sin AgainMeditation: When accusations are brought against you, how do you respond and where do you turn for help? The Book of Daniel tells the story of Susanna, a godly woman who loved God and his word. She was unjustly accused of adultery by two elder judges who had tried to seduce her. Since adultery was a serious offense punishable by stoning to death, the law of Moses required at least two witnesses, rather than one, to convict a person. Susanna knew she had no hope of clearing her good reputation and escaping death apart from God's merciful intervention. Daniel tells us that she looked up to heaven and cried out to the Lord for his help (Daniel 13:35). The two elders who wanted to sin with her had done just the opposite - they hid themselves from God's sight and they kept their secret sin hidden from the people as well. They brought false charges against her in revenge for her refusal to sin with them. God in his mercy heard the plea of Susanna and he punished the two elders for giving false witness.

Unjust accusations against Jesus
The Gospel accounts frequently describe how Jesus had to face unjust accusations made by the Pharisees, the ruling elders of Israel. They were upset with Jesus' teaching and they wanted to discredit him in any way they could. They wanted to not only silence him, but to get rid of him because of his claim to speak with God's authority. When a moral dilemma or difficult legal question arose, it was typical for the Jews to take the matter to a rabbi for a decision. The scribes and the Pharisees brought to Jesus a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. John writes that they wanted to "test" Jesus on the issue of retribution so " they might have some charge to bring against him" (John 8:6).

Jewish law treated adultery as a serious crime since it violated God's ordinance and wreaked havoc on the stability of marriage and family life. It was one of the three gravest sins punishable by death. If Jesus said the woman must be pardoned, he would be accused of breaking the law of Moses. If he said the woman must be stoned, he would lose his reputation for being the merciful friend of sinners.

Jesus then does something quite unexpected - he begins to write in the sand. The word for "writing" which is used here in the Gospel text has a literal meaning "to write down a record against someone" (for another example see Job 13:26). Perhaps Jesus was writing down a list of the sins of the accusers standing before him. Jesus now turns the challenge towards his accusers. In effect he says: Go ahead and stone her! But let the man who is without sin be the first to cast a stone. The Lord leaves the matter to their own consciences.

Pardon, restoration, and new life
When the adulterous woman is left alone with Jesus, he both expresses mercy and he strongly exhorts her to not sin again. The scribes wished to condemn, Jesus wished to forgive and to restore the sinner to health. His challenge involved a choice - either to go back to her former way of sin and death or to reach out to God's offer of forgiveness, restoration, and new life in his kingdom of peace and righteousness. Jesus gave her pardon and a new start on life. God's grace enables us to confront our sin for what it is - unfaithfulness to God, and to turn back to God with a repentant heart and a thankful spirit for God's mercy and forgiveness. Do you know the joy of repentance and a clean conscience?

Prayer: God our Father, we find it difficult to come to you, because our knowledge of you is imperfect. In our ignorance we have imagined you to be our enemy; we have wrongly thought that you take pleasure in punishing our sins; and we have foolishly conceived you to be a tyrant over human life. But since Jesus came among us, he has shown that you are loving, that you are on our side against all that stunts life, and that our resentment against you was groundless. So we come to you, asking you to forgive our past ignorance, and wanting to know more and more of you and your forgiving love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Prayer of Saint Augustine)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 24, 2026

Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Lent

Reading I

Numbers 21:4-9

From Mount Hor the children of Israel set out on the Red Sea road,
 to bypass the land of Edom.
 But with their patience worn out by the journey,
 the people complained against God and Moses,
 “Why have you brought us up from Egypt to die in this desert,
 where there is no food or water?
 We are disgusted with this wretched food!”

In punishment the LORD sent among the people saraph serpents,
 which bit the people so that many of them died.
 Then the people came to Moses and said,
 “We have sinned in complaining against the LORD and you.
 Pray the LORD to take the serpents away from us.”
 So Moses prayed for the people, and the LORD said to Moses,
 “Make a saraph and mount it on a pole,
 and whoever looks at it after being bitten will live.”
 Moses accordingly made a bronze serpent and mounted it on a pole,
 and whenever anyone who had been bitten by a serpent
 looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. 

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21

R. (2) O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to you.

O LORD, hear my prayer,
 and let my cry come to you.
 Hide not your face from me
 in the day of my distress.
 Incline your ear to me; 
 in the day when I call, answer me speedily.

R. O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to you.

The nations shall revere your name, O LORD,
 and all the kings of the earth your glory,
 When the LORD has rebuilt Zion
 and appeared in his glory;
 When he has regarded the prayer of the destitute,
 and not despised their prayer.

R. O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to you.

Let this be written for the generation to come,
 and let his future creatures praise the LORD:
 “The LORD looked down from his holy height,
 from heaven he beheld the earth,
 To hear the groaning of the prisoners,
 to release those doomed to die.”

R. O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to you.

Verse Before the Gospel

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;
 all who come to him will live for ever.

Gospel

John 8:21-30

Jesus said to the Pharisees:
 “I am going away and you will look for me,
 but you will die in your sin.
 Where I am going you cannot come.”
 So the Jews said,
 “He is not going to kill himself, is he,
 because he said, ‘Where I am going you cannot come’?”
 He said to them, “You belong to what is below,
 I belong to what is above.
 You belong to this world,
 but I do not belong to this world.
 That is why I told you that you will die in your sins.
 For if you do not believe that I AM,
 you will die in your sins.”
 So they said to him, “Who are you?”
 Jesus said to them, “What I told you from the beginning.
 I have much to say about you in condemnation.
 But the one who sent me is true,
 and what I heard from him I tell the world.”
 They did not realize that he was speaking to them of the Father.
 So Jesus said to them,
 “When you lift up the Son of Man,
 then you will realize that I AM,
 and that I do nothing on my own,
 but I say only what the Father taught me.
 The one who sent me is with me.
 He has not left me alone,
 because I always do what is pleasing to him.”
 Because he spoke this way, many came to believe in him.

Reflection



Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


Tuesday (March 24):  When You Have Lifted up the Son of ManMeditation: Do you know the healing power of the cross of Jesus Christ? When the people of Israel were afflicted with serpents in the wilderness because of their sin, God instructed Moses: "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and every one who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live" (Numbers 21:8). The visible sign of the "fiery bronze serpent" being lifted up in the sight of the people reminded them of two important facts - sin leads to death and repentance leads to God's mercy and healing. The lifting up of the bronze serpent on a wooden pole points to Jesus Christ being lifted up on the wooden cross at Calvary where he took our sins upon himself to make atonement to the Father on our behalf. The cross of Christ broke the curse of sin and death and won pardon, healing, and everlasting life for all who believe in Jesus, the Son of God and Savior of the world.

Either for him or against him
While many believed in Jesus and his message, many others, including the religious leaders, opposed him. Some openly mocked him when he warned them about their sin of unbelief. It's impossible to be indifferent to Jesus' word and his judgments. We are either for him or against him. There is no middle ground and no neutral parties.

When Jesus spoke about "going away" he was referring to his return in glory to his Father in heaven. Jesus warned his opponents that if they continued to disobey God's word and to reject him as Lord and Savior, they would shut themselves off from God and die in their sins . Jesus' words echoed the prophetic warning given to Ezekiel that people would die in their sins if they did not turn to God and ask for his mercy and pardon (see Ezekiel 3:18 and 18:18). In every age God warns his people to heed his word before the time is too late to seek his mercy and forgiveness. God gives us time to turn to him and to receive his mercy and pardon, but that time is right now.

To sin literally means to miss the mark or to be off target . The essence of sin is that it diverts us from God and from our true purpose in life - to know the source of all truth and beauty which is God himself and to be united with God in everlasting joy. When Adam and Eve yielded to their sin of disobedience, they literally tried to hide themselves from God's presence (Genesis 3:8-10). That is what sin does - it separates us from the One who is not only "all-seeing" and "ever present" to us, but who is also "all loving" and "merciful" and eager to receive us with open arms of mercy, healing, and forgiveness. When God calls you to turn your gaze and attention towards him, do you try to hide yourself from his presence with other distractions and excuses that keep you from seeking him and listening to his voice?

The proof of God's love for us
Jesus went on to explain to people that if they could not recognize his voice when they heard his word, they would have the opportunity to recognize him when he is "lifted up" on the cross. Jesus pointed to the atoning sacrifice of his life on the cross as the true source of healing and victory over sin and reconciliation with God. The sacrifice of Jesus' life on the cross is the ultimate proof of God's love for us. God so loved the world that he gave us his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16).
To fail to recognize who Jesus is and where he came from is to remain in darkness - the darkness of sin, ignorance, and unbelief. But if we look to Jesus and listen to his word of life and truth, then we will find the way to lasting peace and joy with God. The Lord Jesus invites each one of us to accept him as the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Our time here in this present world is very limited and short, but how we live it today has consequences not only for the present moment but for our eternal destiny as well. Which direction is your life headed in right now?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you came to set us free from sin, doubt, fear, and ignorance. Your word brings life, truth, and healing to mind, heart, soul, and body. Let your healing love free me from the blindness of sin and disbelief and from the destructive force of evil and wrongdoing. May I always find peace, joy, and strength in knowing your merciful love, truth, and goddness.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 25, 2026

Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord

Reading 1

Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying:
 Ask for a sign from the LORD, your God;
 let it be deep as the nether world, or high as the sky!
 But Ahaz answered,
 “I will not ask! I will not tempt the LORD!”
 Then Isaiah said:
 Listen, O house of David!
 Is it not enough for you to weary people,
 must you also weary my God?
 Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign:
 the virgin shall be with child, and bear a son,
 and shall name him Emmanuel,
 which means “God is with us!”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11

R. (8a and 9a) Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Sacrifice or oblation you wished not,
 but ears open to obedience you gave me.
 Holocausts or sin-offerings you sought not;
 then said I, “Behold I come.”

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

“In the written scroll it is prescribed for me,
 To do your will, O my God, is my delight,
 and your law is within my heart!”

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I announced your justice in the vast assembly;
 I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Your justice I kept not hid within my heart;
 your faithfulness and your salvation I have spoken of;
 I have made no secret of your kindness and your truth
 in the vast assembly.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Reading 2

Hebrews 10:4-10

Brothers and sisters:
 It is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats
 take away sins.
 For this reason, when Christ came into the world, he said:

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,
 but a body you prepared for me;
 in holocausts and sin offerings you took no delight.
 Then I said, ‘As is written of me in the scroll,
 behold, I come to do your will, O God.’”

First he says, “Sacrifices and offerings,
 holocausts and sin offerings,
 you neither desired nor delighted in.”
 These are offered according to the law.
 Then he says, “Behold, I come to do your will.”
 He takes away the first to establish the second.
 By this “will,” we have been consecrated
 through the offering of the Body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Verse Before the Gospel

John 1:14ab

The Word of God became flesh and made his dwelling among us;
 and we saw his glory.



Gospel

Luke 1:26-38

The angel Gabriel was sent from God
 to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
 to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph,
 of the house of David,
 and the virgin’s name was Mary.
 And coming to her, he said,
 “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.”
 But she was greatly troubled at what was said
 and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
 Then the angel said to her,
 “Do not be afraid, Mary,
 for you have found favor with God.
 Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
 and you shall name him Jesus.
 He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,
 and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father,
 and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever,
 and of his Kingdom there will be no end.”
 But Mary said to the angel,
 “How can this be,
 since I have no relations with a man?”
 And the angel said to her in reply,
 “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
 and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
 Therefore the child to be born
 will be called holy, the Son of God.
 And behold, Elizabeth, your relative,
 has also conceived a son in her old age,
 and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren;
 for nothing will be impossible for God.”
 Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.
 May it be done to me according to your word.”
 Then the angel departed from her.

Reflection
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Wednesday (March 25):  The Truth Will Make You FreeMeditation: Do you know the joy, peace, and freedom which God offers to those who trust in him and obey his word? God sent his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to bring us God's kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). Jesus came to rescue us from our sinful pride and slavery to sin. He came to rescue us from Satan's snares and the clutches of hell, and to free us from the world's temptation to empty glory and lust for greed and power. Only Jesus can truly set us free and reconcile us with God - every other way falls short of God's plan to save and deliver us from death, corruption, and sin.

Why did the religious authorities reject Jesus's offer of freedom, forgiveness, and new life in the kingdom of God? Despite Jesus' numerous signs and miracles, the Jewish authorities could not accept his claim to speak and act in the name of his heavenly Father. They were blinded by their misguided ideas of how the Messiah would restore Israel and rule the earth. And Jesus revealed to them how Satan had led them into temptation - both to reject him as the Messiah and to thwart his claim by killing him.

Jesus met their opposition and hostility with courage and determination to do his Father's will. He willingly embraced the cross in order to destroy the works of Satan and to save both Jews and Gentiles through his atoning sacrifice for the sin of the world. Jesus shows us the way to the kingdom of God - through faith and obedience to God's word and will for our lives. To be a follower and disciple of the Lord Jesus requires faith and obedience - they are two sides of the same coin. The word disciple literally means one who learns from the Master and who listens to the voice of the Teacher. And the word for obedience literally means to listen under and be subordinate to the one who has rightful authority to teach and command what is just and true.

The free gift of faith
How can we grow in faith and discipleship - by faithfully following the Lord and obeying his word. Faith is a free supernatural gift of God. It is more than just a belief in the truths of God. It is first and foremost a personal relationship of trust and obedience to the Lord and his word. The Lord is worthy of our complete trust and wholehearted devotion because he is utterly reliable, just and true, and he is faithful to his word. That is why we can entrust our lives to him and submit to him without reservation.

God does not leave us in the dark or remain distant and silent. He reveals himself to all who earnestly seek him and hunger for his truth. God, in fact, first seeks us out and draws us to himself. We could not find him if he did not first seek to reveal himself to us. That is why we need to respond to God's gracious gift of invitation with an open and receptive heart that wants to listen, learn, and receive what God wishes to give us. Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) said, "I believe, in order to understand - and I understand, the better to believe" ( Sermon 43:7,9 ).

The test of faith
In the Old Testament Book of Daniel we see a remarkable example of faith being put to the test in the midst of trial and adversity. When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, the three young companions of Daniel, were commanded by the king of Persia to bow down and submit to the pagan idols of his nation, they unhesitatingly said, "We will not serve your gods or worship the golden image which you have set up" (Daniel 3:18) . They knew God's command, "Do not worship false idols" (Exodus 20:3-6; Deuteronomy 12:29-31) . They decided it was far better to obey God and entrust their lives to him rather than give in to the threats of others. God gave them courage to take a bold stand for their faith. They willingly accepted the King's punishment as they were bound and thrown into a burning fiery furnace.

Daniel tells us how God was very present to these three young men as they proclaimed their faith in him. God showed his presence to the three men and walked with them in the fiery furnace. As a remarkable sign of God's power to the pagan rulers of Persia, God kept the three men from harm and delivered them from death (Daniel 3:25,28) . Do you trust in God to give you his help and strength when your faith is put to the test?

True and false sources of identity
The scribes and Pharisees, who were the religious authorities of the Jews, questioned Jesus' authority to speak and act in God's name. They questioned Jesus' claim to forgive sins and to set people free from slavery to sin. They understood that only God had power to forgive sins and to release people from their burden of guilt and shame. They refused to accept that Jesus' authority was given to him by his Father in heaven. Jesus tells them that they think evil of him and desire to kill him because they are under the influence and power of the "father of lies" who is opposed to the one true Father and Creator who made us in his image and likeness (Genesis 1:26-27) .

Jesus explains that he is speaking of two different senses of "fatherhood". The first is a physical identity through natural fatherhood. And the second and more significant identity is a self-chosen one that is the result of being led and formed in a moral way of thinking and living one's life that has been shaped through the example, words, and influence of someone we are consciously or unconsciously following and imitating.

We do not grow or learn in a vacuum. We are shaped for better or for worse by those we choose to imitate and follow. Sin leads us away from God's truth and the help he gives us to follow him. Slavery to sin is ultimately rooted in the father of lies (John 8:44) , whom Scripture calls the devil (Luke 4:1) and Satan (Luke 10:18) , the ruler of this present world who is opposed to God (John 12:31; 2 Corinthians 4:4) .

True freedom comes from God
The freedom which Jesus offers his followers is freedom from the power of sin, Satan, and the worldly influence of those who oppose God and his ways. We are powerless to set ourselves free from bondage to Satan, sin, and death (Romans 3:23; 5:6) . That is why the Lord Jesus took our sins upon himself and nailed them to the cross (1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:5-6; Colossians 2:14) . His death on the cross has won victory and pardon for us, and peace with God. Through Jesus' sacrifice we are not only forgiven and reconciled with God - we become the adopted sons and daughters of God (Romans 8:14-16) . We can call God our Father because the Lord Jesus has reconciled us and redeemed us from slavery to sin and Satan.

A redeemed slave is not entirely free until all of his chains and weights have been broken and destroyed. The Lord Jesus alone has the power to release us from every chain and burden that would keep us in bondage to sinful habits and hurtful desires. Are there any chains - any sinful patterns, harmful attitudes, and addictive behavior - that you need to be released from? Allow the Lord Jesus to unbind you and bring you healing, pardon, and freedom to walk in his way of love and truth. The Lord Jesus sets us free from slavery to our own selfishness and sinful desires in order to set us free for a joy-filled life of love and service for his kingdom. Paul the Apostle reminds us that Christ has won freedom for each one of us - not to serve ourselves or do as we please - but rather to please the Lord and to serve our neighbors in love for their sake (Galatians 5:1,13) . Do you accept and believe Christ's word of truth, love, and freedom for your life?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, write your words of love and truth upon my heart and make me a diligent student and a worthy disciple of your word.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 26, 2026

Thursday of the Fifth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Genesis 17:3-9

When Abram prostrated himself, God spoke to him:
 “My covenant with you is this:
 you are to become the father of a host of nations.
 No longer shall you be called Abram;
 your name shall be Abraham,
 for I am making you the father of a host of nations.
 I will render you exceedingly fertile;
 I will make nations of you;
 kings shall stem from you.
 I will maintain my covenant with you
 and your descendants after you
 throughout the ages as an everlasting pact,
 to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.
 I will give to you
 and to your descendants after you
 the land in which you are now staying,
 the whole land of Canaan, as a permanent possession;
 and I will be their God.”

God also said to Abraham:
 “On your part, you and your descendants after you
 must keep my covenant throughout the ages.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9

R. (8a) The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

Look to the LORD in his strength;
 seek to serve him constantly.
 Recall the wondrous deeds that he has wrought,
 his portents, and the judgments he has uttered.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

You descendants of Abraham, his servants,
 sons of Jacob, his chosen ones!
 He, the LORD, is our God;
 throughout the earth his judgments prevail.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

He remembers forever his covenant
 which he made binding for a thousand generations –
 Which he entered into with Abraham
 and by his oath to Isaac.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

Verse Before the Gospel

Psalm 95:8

If today you hear his voice,
 harden not your hearts.

Gospel

John 8:51-59

Jesus said to the Jews:
 “Amen, amen, I say to you,
 whoever keeps my word will never see death.”
 So the Jews said to him,
 “Now we are sure that you are possessed.
 Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say,
 ‘Whoever keeps my word will never taste death.’
 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died?
 Or the prophets, who died?
 Who do you make yourself out to be?”
 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is worth nothing;
 but it is my Father who glorifies me,
 of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’
 You do not know him, but I know him.
 And if I should say that I do not know him,
 I would be like you a liar.
 But I do know him and I keep his word.
 Abraham your father rejoiced to see my day;
 he saw it and was glad.”
 So the Jews said to him,
 “You are not yet fifty years old and you have seen Abraham?”
 Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I say to you,
 before Abraham came to be, I AM.”
 So they picked up stones to throw at him;
 but Jesus hid and went out of the temple area.
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Thursday (March 26):  Before Abraham Was, I AmMeditation: Do you listen to Jesus' words as if your life depended on it? Jesus made a claim which only God can make - "if any one keeps my word, he will never see death." St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) , explains this verse from John 8:51: "It means nothing less than he saw another death from which he came to free us - the second death, eternal death, the death of hell, the death of the damned, which is shared with the devil and his angels! This is the real death; the other kind of death is only a passage" ( Tractates on the Gospel of John 43.10-11).
When God established a relationship with Abraham, he offered him an unbreakable "everlasting covenant" (Genesis 17:7). Jesus came to fulfill that covenant so that we could know the living God and be united with him both now and for all eternity. God made us to know him and to be united with him and he gives us the gift of faith and understanding so that we may grow in the knowledge of what he has accomplished for us through his Son, Jesus Christ.

Jesus challenged the people of Israel to accept his word as the very revelation of God himself. His claim challenged the very foundation of their belief and understanding of God. Jesus made a series of claims which are the very foundation of his life and mission. What are these claims? First, Jesus claims unique knowledge of God as the only begotten Son of the Father in heaven. Since he claims to be in direct personal communion with his Father in heaven, he knows everything about the Father. Jesus claims that the only way to full knowledge of the mind and heart of God is through himself. Jesus also claims unique obedience to God the Father. He thinks, lives and acts in the knowledge of his Father's word. To look at his life is to "see how God wishes me to live." In Jesus alone we see what God wants us to know and what he wants us to be.

When the Jewish authorities asked Jesus who do you claim to be? he answered, "before Abraham was, I am." Jesus claims to be timeless and there is only one in the universe who is timeless, namely God. Scripture tells us that "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever" (Hebrews 13:8). Jesus was not just a man who came, lived, died, and then rose again. He is the immortal timeless One, who always was and always will be. In Jesus we see the eternal God in visible flesh. He is God who became a man for our sake and for our salvation. His death and resurrection make it possible for us to share in his immortality. Do you believe the words of Jesus and obey them with all your heart, mind, and strength?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, let your word be on my lips and in my heart that I may walk in the freedom of your everlasting love, truth and goodness.
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March 27, 2026

Friday of the Fifth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Jeremiah 20:10-13

I hear the whisperings of many:
 “Terror on every side!
 Denounce! let us denounce him!”
 All those who were my friends
 are on the watch for any misstep of mine.
 “Perhaps he will be trapped; then we can prevail,
 and take our vengeance on him.”
 But the LORD is with me, like a mighty champion:
 my persecutors will stumble, they will not triumph.
 In their failure they will be put to utter shame,
 to lasting, unforgettable confusion.
 O LORD of hosts, you who test the just,
 who probe mind and heart,
 Let me witness the vengeance you take on them,
 for to you I have entrusted my cause.
 Sing to the LORD,
 praise the LORD,
 For he has rescued the life of the poor
 from the power of the wicked!

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7

R. (see 7) In my distress I called upon the Lord, and he heard my voice.

I love you, O LORD, my strength,
 O LORD, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer.

R. In my distress I called upon the Lord, and he heard my voice.

My God, my rock of refuge,
 my shield, the horn of my salvation, my stronghold!
 Praised be the LORD, I exclaim,
 and I am safe from my enemies.

R. In my distress I called upon the Lord, and he heard my voice.

The breakers of death surged round about me,
 the destroying floods overwhelmed me;
 The cords of the nether world enmeshed me,
 the snares of death overtook me.

R. In my distress I called upon the Lord, and he heard my voice.

In my distress I called upon the LORD
 and cried out to my God;
 From his temple he heard my voice,
 and my cry to him reached his ears.

R. In my distress I called upon the Lord, and he heard my voice.

Verse Before the Gospel

John 6:63c, 68c

Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life;
 you have the words of everlasting life.

Gospel

John 10:31-42

The Jews picked up rocks to stone Jesus.
 Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good works from my Father.
 For which of these are you trying to stone me?”
 The Jews answered him,
 “We are not stoning you for a good work but for blasphemy.
 You, a man, are making yourself God.”
 Jesus answered them,
 “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, ‘You are gods”‘?
 If it calls them gods to whom the word of God came,
 and Scripture cannot be set aside,
 can you say that the one
 whom the Father has consecrated and sent into the world
 blasphemes because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?
 If I do not perform my Father’s works, do not believe me;
 but if I perform them, even if you do not believe me,
 believe the works, so that you may realize and understand
 that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.”
 Then they tried again to arrest him;
 but he escaped from their power.

He went back across the Jordan
 to the place where John first baptized, and there he remained.
 Many came to him and said,
 “John performed no sign,
 but everything John said about this man was true.”
 And many there began to believe in him.
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Friday (March 27):  I Am the Son of GodMeditation: Why were the religious leaders so upset with Jesus that they wanted to kill him? They charged him with blasphemy because he claimed to be the Son of God and he made himself equal with God. The law of Moses laid down the death penalty for such a crime: "He who blasphemes the name of the L ORD shall be put to death; all the congregation shall stone him" (Leviticus 24:16). As they were picking up stones to hurl at Jesus, he met their attack with three arguments. The many good works that he did, such as healing the sick, raising the dead, and feeding the hungry, demonstrated that his power and marvelous deeds obviously came from God.

I am the Son of God
Jesus then defended his right to call himself the Son of God with a quote from Psalm 82:6 ("I say, "You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you"). Jesus argued that if Scripture can speak like that of humans, why should he not speak of himself like that? Jesus then made two claims: He was consecrated by the Father for a special task and he was sent into the world to carry out his Father's mission (John 10:36). The scriptural understanding of consecration is to make holy for God - to be given over as a free-will offering and sacrifice for God.

Consecrated and sent to do the Father's works
Jesus made himself a sin-offering for us, to ransom us from condemnation and slavery to sin. He spoke of his Father consecrating him for this mission of salvation (John 10:36). Jesus challenged his opponents to accept his works if they could not accept his words . One can argue with words, but deeds are beyond argument. Jesus is the perfect teacher in that he does not base his claims on what he says but on what he does. The word of God is life and power for those who believe and accept it as God's word for us. Jesus shows us the way to walk the path of truth and holiness. And he anoints us with his power to live the Gospel with joy and to be his witnesses in the world. Are you a doer of God's word, or a forgetful hearer only?

Prayer: Write upon my heart, O Lord, the lessons of your holy word, and grant that I may be a doer of your word, and not a forgetful hearer only.
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March 28, 2026

Saturday of the Fifth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Ezekiel 37:21-28

Thus says the Lord GOD:
 I will take the children of Israel from among the nations
 to which they have come,
 and gather them from all sides to bring them back to their land.
 I will make them one nation upon the land,
 in the mountains of Israel,
 and there shall be one prince for them all.
 Never again shall they be two nations,
 and never again shall they be divided into two kingdoms.

No longer shall they defile themselves with their idols,
 their abominations, and all their transgressions.
 I will deliver them from all their sins of apostasy,
 and cleanse them so that they may be my people
 and I may be their God.
 My servant David shall be prince over them,
 and there shall be one shepherd for them all;
 they shall live by my statutes and carefully observe my decrees.
 They shall live on the land that I gave to my servant Jacob,
 the land where their fathers lived;
 they shall live on it forever,
 they, and their children, and their children’s children,
 with my servant David their prince forever.
 I will make with them a covenant of peace;
 it shall be an everlasting covenant with them,
 and I will multiply them, and put my sanctuary among them forever.
 My dwelling shall be with them;
 I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
 Thus the nations shall know that it is I, the LORD,
 who make Israel holy,
 when my sanctuary shall be set up among them forever.

Responsorial Psalm

Jeremiah 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13

R. (see 10d) The Lord will guard us, as a shepherd guards his flock.

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
 proclaim it on distant isles, and say:
 He who scattered Israel, now gathers them together,
 he guards them as a shepherd his flock.

R. The Lord will guard us, as a shepherd guards his flock.

The LORD shall ransom Jacob,
 he shall redeem him from the hand of his conqueror.
 Shouting, they shall mount the heights of Zion,
 they shall come streaming to the LORD’s blessings:
 The grain, the wine, and the oil,
 the sheep and the oxen.

R. The Lord will guard us, as a shepherd guards his flock.

Then the virgins shall make merry and dance,
 and young men and old as well.
 I will turn their mourning into joy,
 I will console and gladden them after their sorrows.

R. The Lord will guard us, as a shepherd guards his flock.

Verse Before the Gospel

Ezekiel 18:31

Cast away from you all the crimes you have committed, says the LORD,
 and make for yourselves a new heart and a new spirit.

Gospel

John 11:45-56

Many of the Jews who had come to Mary
 and seen what Jesus had done began to believe in him.
 But some of them went to the Pharisees
 and told them what Jesus had done.
 So the chief priests and the Pharisees
 convened the Sanhedrin and said,
 “What are we going to do?
 This man is performing many signs.
 If we leave him alone, all will believe in him,
 and the Romans will come
 and take away both our land and our nation.”
 But one of them, Caiaphas,
 who was high priest that year, said to them,
 “You know nothing,
 nor do you consider that it is better for you
 that one man should die instead of the people,
 so that the whole nation may not perish.”
 He did not say this on his own,
 but since he was high priest for that year,
 he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation,
 and not only for the nation,
 but also to gather into one the dispersed children of God.
 So from that day on they planned to kill him.

So Jesus no longer walked about in public among the Jews,
 but he left for the region near the desert,
 to a town called Ephraim,
 and there he remained with his disciples.

Now the Passover of the Jews was near,
 and many went up from the country to Jerusalem
 before Passover to purify themselves.
 They looked for Jesus and said to one another
 as they were in the temple area, “What do you think?
 That he will not come to the feast?”

Reflection

Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


Saturday (March 28):  They Took Counsel How to Put Him to DeathMeditation: Do you allow fear or opposition to hold you back from doing God's will? Jesus set his face like flint toward Jerusalem, knowing full well what awaited him there (Luke 9:51; Isaiah 50:7). It was Jewish belief that when the high priest asked for God's counsel for the nation, God spoke through him. What dramatic irony that Caiaphas prophesied that Jesus must die for the nation. The prophet Ezekiel announced that God would establish one people, one land, one prince, and one sanctuary forever.

Luke adds to Caiphas's prophecy that Jesus would gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad . Jesus came to lay down his life for the many , but not in a foolish reckless manner so as to throw it away before his work was done. He retired until the time had come when nothing would stop his coming to Jerusalem to fulfill his Father's mission.

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) wrote: "The passion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the hope of glory and a lesson in patience... He loved us so much that, sinless himself, he suffered for us sinners the punishment we deserved for our sins. How then can he fail to give us the reward we deserve for our righteousness, for he is the source of righteousness? How can he, whose promises are true, fail to reward the saints when he bore the punishment of sinners, though without sin himself? Brethren, let us then fearlessly acknowledge, and even openly proclaim, that Christ was crucified for us; let us confess it, not in fear but in joy, not in shame but in glory."
The way to glory and victory for us is through the cross of Jesus Christ. Are you ready to take up your cross and follow Christ in his way of victory?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may we your disciples be ever ready to lay down our lives in conformity to your will, to willingly suffer and die for you, that we may also share in your victory and glory.
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March 29, 2026

Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion

At the Procession with Palms - 

Gospel

Matthew 21:1-11

When Jesus and the disciples drew near Jerusalem
 and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives,
 Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them,
 "Go into the village opposite you,
 and immediately you will find an ass tethered,
 and a colt with her.
 Untie them and bring them here to me.
 And if anyone should say anything to you, reply,
 'The master has need of them.'
 Then he will send them at once."
 This happened so that what had been spoken through the prophet
 might be fulfilled:
 Say to daughter Zion,
 "Behold, your king comes to you,
 meek and riding on an ass,
 and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden."
 The disciples went and did as Jesus had ordered them.
 They brought the ass and the colt and laid their cloaks over them,
 and he sat upon them.
 The very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road,
 while others cut branches from the trees
 and strewed them on the road.
 The crowds preceding him and those following
 kept crying out and saying:
 "Hosanna to the Son of David;
 blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;
 hosanna in the highest."
 And when he entered Jerusalem
 the whole city was shaken and asked, "Who is this?"
 And the crowds replied,
 "This is Jesus the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee."

At the Mass - 

Reading I

Isaiah 50:4-7

The Lord GOD has given me
 a well-trained tongue,
 that I might know how to speak to the weary
 a word that will rouse them.
 Morning after morning
 he opens my ear that I may hear;
 and I have not rebelled,
 have not turned back.
 I gave my back to those who beat me,
 my cheeks to those who plucked my beard;
 my face I did not shield
 from buffets and spitting.

The Lord GOD is my help,
 therefore I am not disgraced;
 I have set my face like flint,
 knowing that I shall not be put to shame.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24

R. (2a) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

All who see me scoff at me;
 they mock me with parted lips, they wag their heads:
 “He relied on the LORD; let him deliver him,
 let him rescue him, if he loves him.”

R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

Indeed, many dogs surround me,
 a pack of evildoers closes in upon me;
 They have pierced my hands and my feet;
 I can count all my bones.

R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

They divide my garments among them,
 and for my vesture they cast lots.
 But you, O LORD, be not far from me;
 O my help, hasten to aid me.

R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

I will proclaim your name to my brethren;
 in the midst of the assembly I will praise you:
 “You who fear the LORD, praise him;
 all you descendants of Jacob, give glory to him;
 revere him, all you descendants of Israel!”

R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?


 Reading II

Philippians 2:6-11

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God,
 did not regard equality with God
 something to be grasped.
 Rather, he emptied himself,
 taking the form of a slave,
 coming in human likeness;
 and found human in appearance,
 he humbled himself,
 becoming obedient to the point of death,
 even death on a cross.
 Because of this, God greatly exalted him
 and bestowed on him the name
 which is above every name,
 that at the name of Jesus
 every knee should bend,
 of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 and every tongue confess that
 Jesus Christ is Lord,
 to the glory of God the Father.

Verse before the Gospel

Philippians 2:8-9

Christ became obedient to the point of death,
 even death on a cross.
 Because of this, God greatly exalted him
 and bestowed on him the name which is above every name.

Gospel

Matthew 26:14—27:66

One of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot,
 went to the chief priests and said,
 "What are you willing to give me
 if I hand him over to you?"
 They paid him thirty pieces of silver,
 and from that time on he looked for an opportunity
 to hand him over.

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread,
 the disciples approached Jesus and said,
 "Where do you want us to prepare
 for you to eat the Passover?"
 He said,
 "Go into the city to a certain man and tell him,
 'The teacher says, "My appointed time draws near;
 in your house I shall celebrate the Passover with my disciples."'"
 The disciples then did as Jesus had ordered,
 and prepared the Passover.

When it was evening,
 he reclined at table with the Twelve.
 And while they were eating, he said,
 "Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me."
 Deeply distressed at this,
 they began to say to him one after another,
 "Surely it is not I, Lord?"
 He said in reply,
 "He who has dipped his hand into the dish with me
 is the one who will betray me.
 The Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written of him,
 but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed.
 It would be better for that man if he had never been born."
 Then Judas, his betrayer, said in reply,
 "Surely it is not I, Rabbi?"
 He answered, "You have said so."

While they were eating,
 Jesus took bread, said the blessing,
 broke it, and giving it to his disciples said,
 "Take and eat; this is my body."
 Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
 "Drink from it, all of you,
 for this is my blood of the covenant,
 which will be shed on behalf of many
 for the forgiveness of sins.
 I tell you, from now on I shall not drink this fruit of the vine
 until the day when I drink it with you new
 in the kingdom of my Father."
 Then, after singing a hymn,
 they went out to the Mount of Olives.

Then Jesus said to them,
 "This night all of you will have your faith in me shaken,
 for it is written:
 I will strike the shepherd,
 and the sheep of the flock will be dispersed;
 but after I have been raised up,
 I shall go before you to Galilee."
 Peter said to him in reply,
 "Though all may have their faith in you shaken,
 mine will never be."
 Jesus said to him,
 "Amen, I say to you,
 this very night before the cock crows,
 you will deny me three times."
 Peter said to him,
 "Even though I should have to die with you,
 I will not deny you."
 And all the disciples spoke likewise.

Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane,
 and he said to his disciples,
 "Sit here while I go over there and pray."
 He took along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee,
 and began to feel sorrow and distress.
 Then he said to them,
 "My soul is sorrowful even to death.
 Remain here and keep watch with me."
 He advanced a little and fell prostrate in prayer, saying,
 "My Father, if it is possible,
 let this cup pass from me;
 yet, not as I will, but as you will."
 When he returned to his disciples he found them asleep.
 He said to Peter,
 "So you could not keep watch with me for one hour?
 Watch and pray that you may not undergo the test.
 The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."
 Withdrawing a second time, he prayed again,
 "My Father, if it is not possible that this cup pass
 without my drinking it, your will be done!"
 Then he returned once more and found them asleep,
 for they could not keep their eyes open.
 He left them and withdrew again and prayed a third time,
 saying the same thing again.
 Then he returned to his disciples and said to them,
 "Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?
 Behold, the hour is at hand
 when the Son of Man is to be handed over to sinners.
 Get up, let us go.
 Look, my betrayer is at hand."

While he was still speaking,
 Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived,
 accompanied by a large crowd, with swords and clubs,
 who had come from the chief priests and the elders
 of the people.
 His betrayer had arranged a sign with them, saying,
 "The man I shall kiss is the one; arrest him."
 Immediately he went over to Jesus and said,
 "Hail, Rabbi!" and he kissed him.
 Jesus answered him,
 "Friend, do what you have come for."
 Then stepping forward they laid hands on Jesus and arrested him.
 And behold, one of those who accompanied Jesus
 put his hand to his sword, drew it,
 and struck the high priest's servant, cutting off his ear.
 Then Jesus said to him,
 "Put your sword back into its sheath,
 for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.
 Do you think that I cannot call upon my Father
 and he will not provide me at this moment
 with more than twelve legions of angels?
 But then how would the Scriptures be fulfilled
 which say that it must come to pass in this way?"
 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds,
 "Have you come out as against a robber,
 with swords and clubs to seize me?
 Day after day I sat teaching in the temple area,
 yet you did not arrest me.
 But all this has come to pass
 that the writings of the prophets may be fulfilled."
 Then all the disciples left him and fled.

Those who had arrested Jesus led him away
 to Caiaphas the high priest,
 where the scribes and the elders were assembled.
 Peter was following him at a distance
 as far as the high priest's courtyard,
 and going inside he sat down with the servants
 to see the outcome.
 The chief priests and the entire Sanhedrin
 kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus
 in order to put him to death,
 but they found none,
 though many false witnesses came forward.
 Finally two came forward who stated,
 "This man said, 'I can destroy the temple of God
 and within three days rebuild it.'"
 The high priest rose and addressed him,
 "Have you no answer?
 What are these men testifying against you?"
 But Jesus was silent.
 Then the high priest said to him,
 "I order you to tell us under oath before the living God
 whether you are the Christ, the Son of God."
 Jesus said to him in reply,
 "You have said so.
 But I tell you:
 From now on you will see 'the Son of Man
 seated at the right hand of the Power'
 and 'coming on the clouds of heaven.'"
 Then the high priest tore his robes and said,
 "He has blasphemed!
 What further need have we of witnesses?
 You have now heard the blasphemy;
 what is your opinion?"
 They said in reply,
 "He deserves to die!"
 Then they spat in his face and struck him,
 while some slapped him, saying,
 "Prophesy for us, Christ: who is it that struck you?"

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard.
 One of the maids came over to him and said,
 "You too were with Jesus the Galilean."
 But he denied it in front of everyone, saying,
 "I do not know what you are talking about!"
 As he went out to the gate, another girl saw him
 and said to those who were there,
 "This man was with Jesus the Nazorean."
 Again he denied it with an oath,
 "I do not know the man!"
 A little later the bystanders came over and said to Peter,
 "Surely you too are one of them;
 even your speech gives you away."
 At that he began to curse and to swear,
 "I do not know the man."
 And immediately a cock crowed.
 Then Peter remembered the word that Jesus had spoken:
 "Before the cock crows you will deny me three times."
 He went out and began to weep bitterly.

When it was morning,
 all the chief priests and the elders of the people
 took counsel against Jesus to put him to death.
 They bound him, led him away,
 and handed him over to Pilate, the governor.

Then Judas, his betrayer, seeing that Jesus had been condemned,
 deeply regretted what he had done.
 He returned the thirty pieces of silver
 to the chief priests and elders, saying,
 "I have sinned in betraying innocent blood."
 They said,
 "What is that to us?
 Look to it yourself."
 Flinging the money into the temple,
 he departed and went off and hanged himself.
 The chief priests gathered up the money, but said,
 "It is not lawful to deposit this in the temple treasury,
 for it is the price of blood."
 After consultation, they used it to buy the potter's field
 as a burial place for foreigners.
 That is why that field even today is called the Field of Blood.
 Then was fulfilled what had been said through Jeremiah
 the prophet,
 And they took the thirty pieces of silver,
 the value of a man with a price on his head,
 a price set by some of the Israelites,
 and they paid it out for the potter's field
 just as the Lord had commanded me.

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and he questioned him,
 "Are you the king of the Jews?"
 Jesus said, "You say so."
 And when he was accused by the chief priests and elders,
 he made no answer.
 Then Pilate said to him,
 "Do you not hear how many things they are testifying against you?"
 But he did not answer him one word,
 so that the governor was greatly amazed.

Now on the occasion of the feast
 the governor was accustomed to release to the crowd
 one prisoner whom they wished.
 And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas.
 So when they had assembled, Pilate said to them,
 "Which one do you want me to release to you,
 Barabbas, or Jesus called Christ?"
 For he knew that it was out of envy
 that they had handed him over.
 While he was still seated on the bench,
 his wife sent him a message,
 "Have nothing to do with that righteous man.
 I suffered much in a dream today because of him."
 The chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds
 to ask for Barabbas but to destroy Jesus.
 The governor said to them in reply,
 "Which of the two do you want me to release to you?"
 They answered, "Barabbas!"
 Pilate said to them,
 "Then what shall I do with Jesus called Christ?"
 They all said,
 "Let him be crucified!"
 But he said,
 "Why? What evil has he done?"
 They only shouted the louder,
 "Let him be crucified!"
 When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding at all,
 but that a riot was breaking out instead,
 he took water and washed his hands in the sight of the crowd,
 saying, "I am innocent of this man's blood.
 Look to it yourselves."
 And the whole people said in reply,
 "His blood be upon us and upon our children."
 Then he released Barabbas to them,
 but after he had Jesus scourged,
 he handed him over to be crucified.

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the praetorium
 and gathered the whole cohort around him.
 They stripped off his clothes
 and threw a scarlet military cloak about him.
 Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on his head,
 and a reed in his right hand.
 And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying,
 "Hail, King of the Jews!"
 They spat upon him and took the reed
 and kept striking him on the head.
 And when they had mocked him,
 they stripped him of the cloak,
 dressed him in his own clothes,
 and led him off to crucify him.

As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian named Simon;
 this man they pressed into service
 to carry his cross.

And when they came to a place called Golgotha
 —which means Place of the Skull —,
 they gave Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall.
 But when he had tasted it, he refused to drink.
 After they had crucified him,
 they divided his garments by casting lots;
 then they sat down and kept watch over him there.
 And they placed over his head the written charge against him:
 This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.
 Two revolutionaries were crucified with him,
 one on his right and the other on his left.
 Those passing by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying,
 "You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days,
 save yourself, if you are the Son of God,
 and come down from the cross!"
 Likewise the chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him and said,
 "He saved others; he cannot save himself.
 So he is the king of Israel!
 Let him come down from the cross now,
 and we will believe in him.
 He trusted in God;
 let him deliver him now if he wants him.
 For he said, 'I am the Son of God.'"
 The revolutionaries who were crucified with him
 also kept abusing him in the same way.

From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land
 until three in the afternoon.
 And about three o'clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
 "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?"
 which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"
 Some of the bystanders who heard it said,
 "This one is calling for Elijah."
 Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge;
 he soaked it in wine, and putting it on a reed,
 gave it to him to drink.
 But the rest said,
 "Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to save him."
 But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice,
 and gave up his spirit.

Here all kneel and pause for a short time.

And behold, the veil of the sanctuary
 was torn in two from top to bottom.
 The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were opened,
 and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep were raised.
 And coming forth from their tombs after his resurrection,
 they entered the holy city and appeared to many.
 The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch over Jesus
 feared greatly when they saw the earthquake
 and all that was happening, and they said,
 "Truly, this was the Son of God!"
 There were many women there, looking on from a distance,
 who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him.
 Among them were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph,
 and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.

When it was evening,
 there came a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph,
 who was himself a disciple of Jesus.
 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus;
 then Pilate ordered it to be handed over.
 Taking the body, Joseph wrapped it in clean linen
 and laid it in his new tomb that he had hewn in the rock.
 Then he rolled a huge stone across the entrance to the tomb
 and departed.
 But Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
 remained sitting there, facing the tomb.

The next day, the one following the day of preparation,
 the chief priests and the Pharisees
 gathered before Pilate and said,
 "Sir, we remember that this impostor while still alive said,
 'After three days I will be raised up.'
 Give orders, then, that the grave be secured until the third day,
 lest his disciples come and steal him and say to the people,
 'He has been raised from the dead.'
 This last imposture would be worse than the first."
 Pilate said to them,
 "The guard is yours;
 go, secure it as best you can."
 So they went and secured the tomb
 by fixing a seal to the stone and setting the guard.


 or
 Matthew 27:11-54

Jesus stood before the governor, Pontius Pilate, who questioned him,
 "Are you the king of the Jews?"
 Jesus said, "You say so."
 And when he was accused by the chief priests and elders,
 he made no answer.
 Then Pilate said to him,
 "Do you not hear how many things they are testifying against you?"
 But he did not answer him one word,
 so that the governor was greatly amazed.

Now on the occasion of the feast
 the governor was accustomed to release to the crowd
 one prisoner whom they wished.
 And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas.
 So when they had assembled, Pilate said to them,
 "Which one do you want me to release to you,
 Barabbas, or Jesus called Christ?"
 For he knew that it was out of envy
 that they had handed him over.
 While he was still seated on the bench,
 his wife sent him a message,
 "Have nothing to do with that righteous man.
 I suffered much in a dream today because of him."
 The chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds
 to ask for Barabbas but to destroy Jesus.
 The governor said to them in reply,
 "Which of the two do you want me to release to you?"
 They answered, "Barabbas!"
 Pilate said to them,
 "Then what shall I do with Jesus called Christ?"
 They all said,
 "Let him be crucified!"
 But he said,
 "Why? What evil has he done?"
 They only shouted the louder,
 "Let him be crucified!"
 When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding at all,
 but that a riot was breaking out instead,
 he took water and washed his hands in the sight of the crowd,
 saying, "I am innocent of this man's blood.
 Look to it yourselves."
 And the whole people said in reply,
 "His blood be upon us and upon our children."
 Then he released Barabbas to them,
 but after he had Jesus scourged,
 he handed him over to be crucified.

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the praetorium
 and gathered the whole cohort around him.
 They stripped off his clothes
 and threw a scarlet military cloak about him.
 Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on his head,
 and a reed in his right hand.
 And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying,
 "Hail, King of the Jews!"
 They spat upon him and took the reed
 and kept striking him on the head.
 And when they had mocked him,
 they stripped him of the cloak,
 dressed him in his own clothes,
 and led him off to crucify him.

As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian named Simon;
 this man they pressed into service
 to carry his cross.

And when they came to a place called Golgotha
 — which means Place of the Skull —,
 they gave Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall.
 But when he had tasted it, he refused to drink.
 After they had crucified him,
 they divided his garments by casting lots;
 then they sat down and kept watch over him there.
 And they placed over his head the written charge against him:
 This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.
 Two revolutionaries were crucified with him,
 one on his right and the other on his left.
 Those passing by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying,
 "You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days,
 save yourself, if you are the Son of God,
 and come down from the cross!"
 Likewise the chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him and said,
 "He saved others; he cannot save himself.
 So he is the king of Israel!
 Let him come down from the cross now,
 and we will believe in him.
 He trusted in God;
 let him deliver him now if he wants him.
 For he said, 'I am the Son of God.'"
 The revolutionaries who were crucified with him
 also kept abusing him in the same way.

From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land
 until three in the afternoon.
 And about three o'clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
 "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?"
 which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"
 Some of the bystanders who heard it said,
 "This one is calling for Elijah."
 Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge;
 he soaked it in wine, and putting it on a reed,
 gave it to him to drink.
 But the rest said,
 'Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to save him."
 But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice,
 and gave up his spirit.

Here all kneel and pause for a short time.

And behold, the veil of the sanctuary
 was torn in two from top to bottom.
 The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were opened,
 and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep were raised.
 And coming forth from their tombs after his resurrection,
 they entered the holy city and appeared to many.
 The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch over Jesus
 feared greatly when they saw the earthquake
 and all that was happening, and they said,
 "Truly, this was the Son of God!"

Reflection
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Palm (Passion) Sunday  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. Introduction Passion week ends our celebration of Lent. Our lenten preparations have been focused on improving our response to Gods call so that we, His children, will be ready to come home and live for all eternity. Jesus, our eldest brother, has showed us how to live His life so that we can gain eternal life. Our readings today show us how Jesus freely became the eternal perfect sacrifice – the one sacrifice which could open the gates of heaven so that we could have our sins forgiven and forgotten. The sacrifice instituted the New Covenant with God; the covenant in which we are no longer Gods slaves but His children. As with all covenants, this covenant is sealed with a meal, a meal in which all parties partake and which is offered to God. The offering to God is described in Revelation 5:6 by John: Then I saw standing in the midst of the throne and the four living creatures and the elders a Lamb that seemed to have been slain. The meal in which we partake is the Holy Eucharist promised by Jesus at Capernaum Unless you eat the flesh of the son of man and drink His blood you have no life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. (John 6:53-53). This meal was provided for us by Jesus at the Last Supper. Procession Gospel - Matthew 21:1-11 This is Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Jesus had visited Jerusalem various times before, but He never did so in this way. Previously He had not wanted to be recognized as the Messiah; He avoided the enthusiasm of the crowd; but now He accepts their acclaim and even implies that it is justified, by entering the city in the style of a peace-loving king. Jesus public ministry is about to come to a close: He has completed His mission; He has preached and worked miracles; He has revealed Himself as God the Father wished He should; and now in this triumphal entry into Jerusalem He shows that He is the Messiah. 1    When they drew near Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Bethphage means House of Unripe Figs. The fig tree is a symbol of Israel and of Jerusalem. The next day, on re-entering the city, Jesus curses a barren fig tree – symbol of what Jerusalem and all Israel have become. Popular belief seems to have associated the Mount of Olives with the coming of an Anointed One; it was the hill of the oil which was used for anointing. Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, Go into the village opposite you, and 1    immediately you will find an ass tethered, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them here to me. This is a striking variation from the accounts of Mark and John where only a donkey is mentioned. The reason for this variation will be explored in a few verses. 3    And if anyone should say anything to you, reply, The master has need of them. Then he will send them at once. This gives the impression of a fulfillment of Jesus prediction based on supernatural knowledge. Everything is going according to plan. 4    This happened so that what had been spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled: 5 Say to daughter Zion, Isaiah 62:11 in the Septuagint form is quoted here. Behold, your king comes to you, meek and riding on an ass, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden. The remainder of this quotation is from Zechariah 9:9 in the Septuagint form except he omits a phrase in Zechariah which alludes to the victory of the king. The text of Zechariah includes the king among the lowly. 6    The disciples went and did as Jesus had ordered them. 7 They brought the ass and the colt and laid their cloaks over them, and he sat upon them. The scene seems to be a deliberate re-enactment of the prophecy. This was the only type of Messianic claim Jesus would publicly profess – the claim to be the Messiah who was one of the lowly. He comes on a donkey because He is a man of peace – a warrior-king would have ridden a charger. The mention of the ass and the colt in Zechariah is nothing but poetic parallelism, the use of two words to indicate a single animal; but Matthew has taken the verse with rigorous literalism; therefore he not only has the disciples take two animals but actually has Jesus riding both of them. The Church fathers have read a deeper meaning into this episode. They see the ass a symbolizing Judaism, for long subject to the yoke of the Law, and the foal, on which no one has ridden, as symbolizing the Gentiles. Jesus leads both Jews and Gentiles in to the Church, the new Jerusalem. 8    The very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, An imitation of the red-carpet treatment accorded royalty in the ancient world. while others cut branches from the trees and strewed them on the road. 2    The branches were also intended to soften the road. No palm trees grow in Jerusalem and the synoptic gospels dont mention palm branches. The only mention of palm branches is in Johns gospel. 9    The crowds preceding him and those following kept crying out and saying: Hosanna to the Son of David; A Messianic title. blessed is he who comes Another Messianic title (see Malachi 3:1) in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the highest. One who comes as the ambassador comes in the name of whom he represents comes with the full authority of that person. In this case, they recognize that Jesus comes with the full authority of God. The phrase Blessed be he who comes in the name of the Lord comes from Psalm 118:26 and is a jubilant and appreciative greeting to someone entrusted with a mission from God. 10    And when he entered Jerusalem the whole city was shaken and asked, Who is this? 11 And the crowds replied, This is Jesus the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee. 

 

1st Reading - Isaiah 50:4-7 

 
 Our first reading is from the third suffering servant song of the prophet Isaiah. This song tells how the Messiah will be treated when He comes. 4    The Lord GOD has given me a well-trained tongue, A disciples tongue That I might know how to speak to the weary The Israelites a word that will rouse them. Morning after morning he opens my ear that I may hear; The servant must first be a disciple, prayerfully receiving Gods word, before he can presume to teach others. The suffering people are deaf to the saving Word of God that is being spoken (or fulfilled) through their suffering. Within the Israelite community there are saintly men who obediently listen to Gods word and yearn to speak it to others (these are called the prophets). Jesus said: The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. The father who dwells in me is doing his works (John 14:10). 3    5    And I have not rebelled, have not turned back. 6 I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; My face I did not shield from buffets and spitting. Like the prophets before him, the servant is ignored and even maltreated. 7    The Lord GOD is my help, therefore I am not disgraced; The word in the Hebrew for disgraced has the same root as Abuffet@ in the preceding verse and provides strong contrast. I have set my face like flint, knowing that I shall not be put to shame. A phrase which is frequent in prophetic preaching to denote steadfastness. It is all the more effective here in describing a face covered with spittle. The Responsorial Psalm is one of the seven last words of Jesus on the cross and shows that He was praying the Psalms during His crucifixion and not despairing. 

 

2nd Reading - Philippians 2:6-11 

 
 Our second reading has been called The Christ Hymn because of the distinctive qualities of this passage. It has a rhythmic character and a use of parallelism which have led to the view that Paul is quoting a hymn composed independently of Philippians (possibly originally in Aramaic). The hymn has a basic twofold structure: verses 6-8 describe Christs abasement; while verses 9-11, His exaltation. 6    Who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Christ, who existed from before the creation of the world, did not exploit His divinity for selfish gain. In Jewish tradition being like God meant immunity to death (Wisdom 2:23). 7    Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, In emptying Himself He rendered Himself powerless – exactly as a slave is powerless. He did not empty Himself of divinity, but of the status of glory to which He had a right and which would be restored at His exaltation. coming in human likeness; What is translated here as human likeness can mean identical copy or mere resemblance. Identical copy is most likely it brings out the contrast of the fully divine 4    becoming fully human as well. and found human in appearance, By being human in appearance, He came in human form. 8    he humbled himself, The selfless attitude of Christ, shown in His original disposition to take on the slave-like, mortal human condition, continues throughout His human history. becoming obedient to death, Throughout His whole life, Christ lived out perfectly the demands of human existence before God. Death was not simply the terminal point of His obedience; it was the inevitable consequence of being both fully human and totally obedient in a world alienated from God. even death on a cross. Crucifixion, the form of execution reserved for slaves and those who had totally forfeited all civil rights, marked the extremity of human abasement. 9    Because of this, God greatly exalted him The self-denying act of Christ is matched by the active response of God. His obedience is rewarded, not in the sense that it forced Gods hand but that God in His fidelity moved to vindicate (justify) the one who had placed himself so totally at the divine disposition. Beyond the exaltation of all the just, Christ is given the unique status of lordship over the universe. Notice that in this hymn there is no mention of the resurrection. and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, Explicit mention of the name is held back until the end of the hymn, but the name is Kyrios (Lord) which came to be substituted for YHWH in Christian copies of the Septuagint Old Testament. If God has bestowed the name on him, Jesus bears it without cost to strict monotheism – there is only one God. 10    that at the name of Jesus Mention of Jesus now connotes the title and authority of universal Lord. every knee should bend, Isaiah 45:23. This hymn transfers to Christ the homage given to God alone. of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 5    The three levels of the universe according to ancient thought. 11    and every tongue confess See Isaiah 45:23. that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. The climax of the hymn is the early Christian confession of faith (see 1 Corinthians 12:3; Romans 10:9). He who in selfless obedience took on the powerlessness of a slave now through divine commission and investiture holds universal lordship (see 1 Corinthians 3:21-23; Romans 14:9). 

 

Gospel - Matthew 26:14-27:66 

 
 Jesus passion is reported in all three synoptic gospels: our reading today, Mark 14:1-15:47, and Luke 22:14-23:56. It is also reported in John 13:1-19:42. We will look to these other accounts from time to time to add clarity to the narrative. 26:14 Then one of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests The name Judas is derived from Judah and Iscariot is believed to be derived from the Judean village name Kerioth, which is assumed to be Judas home. Some derive the name Iscariot from the Greek sidarios which means dagger-man or assassin. Judas name is always listed last when the apostles are named in Scripture. 15    and said, What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you? The gospels are unanimous in showing that Judas initiates the treachery. They paid him thirty pieces of silver, 16 and from that time on he looked for an opportunity to hand him over. Commentators see an allusion to Zechariah 11:12 I said to them, If it seems good to you, give me my wages; but if not, let it go. And they counted out my wages, thirty pieces of silver. However, in Matthew 26:7, Jesus has been anointed with a very expensive perfume which is identified in Mark 14:5 and John 12:5 as costing 300 pieces of silver. Judas is identified as a thief who has been stealing from the money bag. Here, he agrees to betray Jesus for a tithe (10%) of the worth of the perfume. Thirty pieces of silver is also 30 days wages. 17    On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, The whole feast lasted a week and a day (14 through 21 Nisan). This is one of the three annual feasts for which all men were expected to come to the Temple. The city was jammed 6    with people who rented space. The citys normal population of 30,000 swelled to 130,000. Reservations were necessary. the disciples approached Jesus and said, Where do you want us to prepare for you to eat the Passover? 18 He said, Go into the city to a certain man Mark identifies him as a man carrying a jug of water, an unusual event as women carried the water jugs. and tell him, The teacher says, My appointed time draws near; in your house I shall celebrate the Passover with my disciples. 19 The disciples then did as Jesus had ordered, and prepared the Passover. 20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the Twelve. This makes it clear that no one else was present, contrary to the usual family setting of the Passover meal. Jesus family for this meal are those who will be instrumental in building His Body, the Church. 21    And while they were eating, he said, Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me. 22    Deeply distressed at this, they began to say to him one after another, Surely it is not I, Lord? 23 He said in reply, He who has dipped his hand into the dish with me is the one who will betray me. Jesus knows exactly who the traitor is. 24    The Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It would be better for that man if he had never been born. The condemnation of Judas act is the most severe in all the gospels; the death of Jesus is inevitable (as Scripture says in Psalm 41:10 and Isaiah 53:7) but it is not inevitable that one of His disciples should betray Him. 25    Then Judas, his betrayer, said in reply, Surely it is not I, Rabbi? This verse is unique to Matthew and establishes a direct confrontation between the betrayer and the betrayed. He answered, You have said so. 26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, Unleavened bread is prescribed for the eight days of the Passover, to commemorate the first Passover; for in the flight from Egypt, there had been no time to make leavened bread. At the beginning of the Passover meal a large loaf of unleavened bread was broken and half, called the Afikomen, was taken away to be eaten at the conclusion of the meal. It is this Afikomen which Jesus is using here. said the blessing, broke it, 7    The act of blessing and breaking is one word in Greek: eucharisteo. and giving it to his disciples said, Take and eat; this is my body. The body to be eaten as promised a year earlier after the feeding of the 5000 (John 6:53-58). 27    Then he took a cup, The liturgy of the Passover meal requires that four cups be drunk: the first cup, the cup of thanksgiving, is drunk at the beginning of the meal; the second cup, the cup of promise, is drunk after the blessing of the food; the third cup, the cup of thanksgiving, is drunk after the eating of the Afikomen; and the fourth cup, the cup of completion, is drunk at the conclusion of the Passover liturgy. The cup which Jesus is using here is the third cup, the cup of thanksgiving (see 1 Corinthians 10:16). gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink from it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood The blood to be drunk as promised a year earlier. (John 6:53-58). of the covenant, The only time in the Gospels that Jesus uses the word covenant. A covenant is a family bond sealed in blood and a common meal. This is an allusion to Exodus 24:4-8 where Moses sprinkles part of the blood on the altar (representing God) and the remainder on the people, signifying the community (common-unity) of the two parties in the covenant. which will be shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins. Only Matthew has this phrase. Certain Jewish sacrifices atoned for sin and guilt. The atoning death of Jesus liberates man not only from ritual sin and guilt, but from sin simply, for which there was no atonement in the Israelite sacrificial system. Isaiah 53:10 says that the suffering servant is offered as a sin sacrifice. 29    I tell you, from now on I shall not drink this fruit of the vine until the day when I drink it with you new in the kingdom of my Father. We are made new at the resurrection, not the wine. Jesus has said that He will not drink the fourth cup of the Passover meal. He has interrupted the most sacred liturgy in which a Jewish family could participate. He will drink with the apostles at the messianic banquet in heaven. 30    Then, after singing a hymn, The Great Hallel (Psalms 114 through 118) are sung at this point in the Passover liturgy. 8    they went out They didnt finish the Passover liturgy; the cup of completion (fourth cup) has not been drunk. to the Mount of Olives. Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem began here. The elevation is as high, if not higher, than the Temple in Jerusalem. Considering Jesus has spent the preceding nights in Bethany, there is nothing unusual or remarkable in the journey to the Mount of Olives, Jesus and His band have traversed this path nightly thus making it easy for Judas to be able to tell the priests where Jesus might be apprehended without a scene. 31    Then Jesus said to them, This night all of you will have your faith in me shaken, for it is written: I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be dispersed; Quotes Zechariah 13:7 32    but after I have been raised up, I shall go before you to Galilee. Both Matthew and Mark, as opposed to Luke and John, record apparitions to the disciples located only in Galilee. This prediction is fulfilled in Matthew 28:16-20. 33    Peter said to him in reply, Though all may have their faith in you shaken, mine will never be. Peter, usually the spokesman for the group, here speaks for himself. Peters excessive self-confidence will be followed by a fall more grievous than the others; the rest will be offended but Peter will deny Jesus three times this very night. 34    Jesus said to him, Amen, I say to you, this very night before the cock crows, you will deny me three times. Three is the number of completion in Hebrew numerology, it will be a complete denial. 35    Peter said to him, Even though I should have to die with you, I will not deny you. And all the disciples spoke likewise. Not only Peter, but the other disciples join in affirming their loyalty. 36    Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, The name Gethsemane means Aoil press@, where olive oil was made on the Mount of Olives. and he said to his disciples, Sit here while I go over there and pray. 37 He took along 9    Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, He takes with Him the inner circle; the three who were present for the raising of Jarius daughter and at the transfiguration. and began to feel sorrow and distress. After the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness, the devil had departed from Him until an opportune time (Luke 4:13). Now, with the passion, he attacks again, using the fleshs natural repugnance to suffering. 38    Then he said to them, My soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep watch with me. It is almost as if He didnt want them to be distressed by His agony. They are to keep Him company and prepare themselves by prayer for the temptations which will follow. 39    He advanced a little and fell prostrate in prayer, Saint Luke (22:41) tells us He went about a stones throw away. Because there was a full moon (the occasion of Passover is determined by the occurrence of the full moon), the Apostles may have been able to see Jesus; they may also have heard some of His words of prayer. saying, My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; The fourth cup of the Passover meal, the cup of completion yet, not as I will, but as you will. Jesus submits His will in obedience to the divine will. 40    When he returned to his disciples he found them asleep. He said to Peter, So you could not keep watch with me for one hour? Peter the individual is being addressed. This will not be the last time His apostles disappoint Him. 41    Watch and pray that you may not undergo the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. The spirit and the flesh correspond to the two tendencies of rabbinic psychology, good and evil. 42    Withdrawing a second time, he prayed again, My Father, if it is not possible that this cup pass without my drinking it, your will be done! 10    This prayer is a variation of the previous one. 43    Then he returned once more and found them asleep, for they could not keep their eyes open. The apostles continue to disappoint Him. 44    He left them and withdrew again and prayed a third time, saying the same thing again. Three is the number of completion in Hebrew numerology. 45    Then he returned to his disciples and said to them, Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Behold, the hour is at hand when the Son of Man is to be handed over to sinners. 46 Get up, let us go. Look, my betrayer is at hand. Jesus is disappointed a third time. The disciples are too weary to stay awake. Men retired and arose early in the ancient world (there was no electricity, so they worked by natural light). There is a gentle irony in the permission to sleep that Jesus grants – it is now unimportant whether they remain awake or not. There is also a certain incoherence in the permission to sleep followed immediately with the command to arise. This incoherence may reflect the confused memories of the disciples, who doze in a manner that makes them half-aware of what is going on, and who are suddenly aroused to the greatest catastrophe in their experience. Jesus Himself is the one who sees the approaching party. The Passover falls during the full moon, and the party may have carried torches. The effect of Jesus prayer is that He can now face His enemies. As with the temptation (Matthew 4:1-11), this whole scene can be seen as a commentary on the command to love God with all ones heart, soul, and strength. 47    While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived, accompanied by a large crowd, with swords and clubs, This makes Judas appear to be the leader – this is unlikely. Judas knew where they should look for Jesus; at least the neighborhood. He acted as a guide. who had come from the chief priests and the elders of the people. The scribes are not mentioned as part of the crowd but will appear at the trial. The Pharisees are not mentioned at all in this reading although the scribes were mostly Pharisees. The chief priests were Sadducees. 48    His betrayer had arranged a sign with them, saying, The man I shall kiss is the one; arrest him. 49 Immediately he went over to Jesus and said, Hail, Rabbi! and he kissed him. 11    A kiss is a normal form of greeting in the orient. Jesus was not that well known to the arresting party and had to be identified. 50    Jesus answered him, Friend, do what you have come for. Then stepping forward they laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. 51 And behold, one of those who accompanied Jesus put his hand to his sword, drew it, and struck the high priests servant, cutting off his ear. This disciple is named only in John (18:10) as Peter. John also names the slave (Malchus). 52    Then Jesus said to him, Put your sword back into its sheath, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot call upon my Father and he will not provide me at this moment with more than twelve legions of angels? This condemns the use of arms as a futile solution, not an immoral one. If Jesus wished or needed help, it was available in far greater strength than the disciples could furnish. 54    But then how would the scriptures be fulfilled which say that it must come to pass in this way? 55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to seize me? Day after day I sat teaching in the temple area, yet you did not arrest me. 56 But all this has come to pass that the writings of the prophets may be fulfilled. Jesus again demonstrates that He is giving Himself up of His own free will. He knows why this is happening and He wants to make it quite clear that in the last analysis it is not force which puts Him to death but His own love and His desire to fulfill His Fathers will. Then all the disciples left him and fled. The disciples had been ready to defend Jesus by force – when He Himself rejects the defense, they dont know what to do. For the rest of the Passion narrative, they are not eyewitnesses. The events have been reconstructed by them from the large numbers of other eyewitnesses. 57    Those who had arrested Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled. John (18:13) says that Jesus was first brought to Annas (a former high priest and father-in-law of Caiaphas). 58    Peter was following him at a distance as far as the high priests courtyard, and going inside he sat down with the servants to see the outcome. The houses of the well-to-do Jews had a front lobby (or porters office). Going through the lobby one came to a courtyard (patio) and by crossing the courtyard one could enter the rooms proper. Peter goes through the lobby but stays in the courtyard. 12    59    The chief priests and the entire Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus in order to put him to death, 60 but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. The ruling council was composed of 71 members including the presiding officer, the high priest. It was composed of the elders of the chief families and clans, the former high priests, and the scribes. Apparently, the testimony of the witnesses did not agree. Finally two came forward 61 who stated, This man said, I can destroy the temple of God and within three days rebuild it. Deuteronomy 17:6 requires two witnesses in order to condemn a person to death. The testimony of these two witnesses is the same and therefore fulfills the requirement. John 2:19-21says: Jesus answered and said to them, Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up. The Jews said, This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and you will raise it up in three days? But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 62    The high priest rose and addressed him, Have you no answer? What are these men testifying against you? 63 But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, I order you to tell us under oath before the living God The swearing of the oath makes this a covenant ritual. The invocation of the Aliving God@ would damn the soul forever if he lied. It would break the second commandment. With every covenant there are blessings for faithfulness and curses for disobedience. whether you are the Messiah, This title stresses the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises. the Son of God. The high priest meant no more by this title than it signified in the Old Testament – the specially chosen one, the Davidic king. In the eyes of the Sanhedrin, that Jesus should claim such a privilege insulted God; for this humiliated, rejected man to presume to reveal and mediate the Lords glory to Israel was the supreme irreverence to God. 64    Jesus said to him in reply, You have said so. But I tell you: From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and coming on the clouds of heaven. This sort of gives a half-affirmative answer. Mark 14:62 gives a simple AI am@. Jesus then points to his future exaltation drawing from Daniel 7:13 and Psalm 110:1. 65    Then the high priest tore his robes 13    This was a sign of distress that was so frequently used that the robes had special seams that would tear easily and thus could be easily repaired. and said, He has blasphemed! What further need have we of witnesses? You have now heard the blasphemy; 66 what is your opinion? They said in reply, He deserves to die! Leviticus 24:16 says that blasphemy was punishable by death. 67    Then they spat in his face and struck him, while some slapped him, 68 saying, Prophesy for us, Messiah: who is it that struck you? By omitting the blindfold and the servants of Mark 14:67, Matthew creates some confusion. The Sanhedrin members themselves appear to slap Jesus. Their question asks Him to identify unknown (rather than unseen) mockers. 69    Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. One of the maids came over to him and said, You too were with Jesus the Galilean. 70 But he denied it in front of everyone, saying, I do not know what you are talking about! 71 As he went out to the gate, another girl saw him and said to those who were there, This man was with Jesus the Nazorean. 72 Again he denied it with an oath, I do not know the man! 73 A little later the bystanders came over and said to Peter, Surely you too are one of them; even your speech gives you away. 74 At that he began to curse and to swear, I do not know the man. And immediately a cock crowed. In the Jewish moral theology of apostasy during persecution a private denial was less grave than a public one and an evasive denial was less grave than an explicit one. In Mark 14:66-71 this shows an escalation of Peters sins: first a private, evasive denial; then a public, evasive denial; and finally a public, explicit denial. Matthew obscures this pattern with a public, evasive denial, a private, explicit denial; and then a public, explicit denial. 75    Then Peter remembered the word that Jesus had spoken: Before the cock crows you will deny me three times. He went out and began to weep bitterly. Both Matthew and Luke note that Peter wept bitterly. Peter neither concealed nor excused his lapse. For such lapses there is no remedy but repentance. 27:1 When it was morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death. Jewish custom forbade night trials on serious charges – such trials had no legal validity. 2    They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate, the governor. The governor (procurator) was the senior Roman official in Judea. Although he was subordinate to the Roman legate in Syria, he had the authority to condemn a criminal to 14    death – which is why the Jewish leaders brought Jesus before Pilate: they were seeking a public sentence of death to counteract Jesus reputation and erase His teaching from the peoples minds. 3    Then Judas, his betrayer, seeing that Jesus had been condemned, deeply regretted what he had done. He returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 saying, I have sinned in betraying innocent blood. They said, What is that to us? Look to it yourself. 5 Flinging the money into the temple, he departed and went off and hanged himself. 6 The chief priests gathered up the money, but said, It is not lawful to deposit this in the temple treasury, for it is the price of blood. There is no known prohibition that disallowed putting such money in the Temple treasury. Acts 1:18 gives a different account He bought a parcel of land with the wages of his iniquity, and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle, and all his insides spilled out. 7    After consultation, they used it to buy the potters field as a burial place for foreigners. 8 That is why that field even today is called the Field of Blood. 9 Then was fulfilled what had been said through Jeremiah the prophet, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of a man with a price on his head, a price set by some of the Israelites, 10 and they paid it out for the potters field just as the Lord had commanded me. This quotation is from Zechariah 11:12-13. The attribution to Jeremiah is thought to be because he was a man of sorrows, a prophet of judgment and condemnation. 11    Now Jesus stood before the governor, and he questioned him, Are you the king of the Jews? This is a Roman trial. Where the chief priest had asked are you the Messiah the Gentile magistrate asks are you the king; a question not asked in the night hearing. Jesus said, You say so. You have answered your own question. 12    And when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he made no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, Do you not hear how many things they are testifying against you? 14 But he did not answer him one word, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 15 Now on the occasion of the feast the governor was accustomed to release to the crowd one prisoner whom they wished. This custom is not attested outside the gospels. 16    And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called (Jesus) Barabbas. Some early manuscripts read Jesus Barabbas. Barabbas means son of the father, thus 15    there is a contrast between Jesus, son of the father, and Jesus, The Son of The Father. 17    So when they had assembled, Pilate said to them, Which one do you want me to release to you, (Jesus) Barabbas, or Jesus called Messiah? 18 For he knew that it was out of envy that they had handed him over. Matthew makes an aside about the unworthy motive of the Jewish authorities. 19    While he was still seated on the bench, his wife sent him a message, Have nothing to do with that righteous man. I suffered much in a dream today because of him. Dreams in Matthew furnish divine guidance. This story of Pilates wife is thought by some to be legend. 20    The chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas but to destroy Jesus. We are back now to the basic group who had sent the arresting party – now they incite the crowd. 21    The governor said to them in reply, Which of the two do you want me to release to you? They answered, Barabbas! 22 Pilate said to them, Then what shall I do with Jesus called Messiah? They all said, Let him be crucified! 23 But he said, Why? What evil has he done? This is an indirect statement of Jesus innocence. They only shouted the louder, Let him be crucified! 24 When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding at all, but that a riot was breaking out instead, he took water and washed his hands in the sight of the crowd, saying, I am innocent of this mans blood. Look to it yourselves. This gesture is not Roman, but is an Old Testament practice (Deuteronomy 21:6-9). By both gesture and word Pilate declares his innocence before God, although he acquiesces to the demands of the crowd. 25    And the whole people said in reply, This includes the priests, the elders, and the crowd – all Israel is represented. His blood be upon us and upon our children. See 2 Samuel 1:16, Jeremiah 26:15. 26    Then he released Barabbas to them, but after he had Jesus scourged, he handed him over to be crucified. 16    Prisoners were flogged to weaken them so as to shorten their agony on the cross. 27    Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the praetorium The praetorium was the official residence of a praetor, or his military headquarters, where he had his guard and held court. The procurators of Judea in the time of Christ had their praetorium at Caesarea, in the palace of Herod (Acts 23:35). But in Jerusalem they might reside in any one of several buildings: Herods castle, the Hasmonean Palace, located between the Herodian Palace and the Temple [the Hasmonians ruled Jerusalem and parts of Judea from the Maccabean wars (c. 135 B.C.) until the conquest of the Romans in 63 B.C.], or the fortress called Antonia, named after Mark Antony, where the garrison of Jerusalem was stationed. Christian tradition, traceable to the fourth century, makes Antonia the praetorium where Christ was. Only Saint Luke has Jesus appearing before both Pilate and Herod. and gathered the whole cohort around him. At full strength the cohort numbered 600 men. It seems improbable that the entire force was gathered here; the whole is believed to infer a large representative grouping. 28    They stripped off his clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak about him. Mark and John call it a purple robe, purple being the color of royalty and of the Roman aristocracy. The cloak of the Roman soldier was scarlet. 29    Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on his head, and a reed in his right hand. The reed simulates a scepter. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! The crude sport of the soldiers expresses their contempt not only for the alleged king, but also for the people whose king this was purported to be. Jesus is acclaimed king at the time when He fulfills His kingly duty, which is to save His people by His own death. It is only in the passion narratives and the infancy narratives of Matthew and Luke that the theme of kingship appears in the synoptic gospels. 30    They spat upon him and took the reed and kept striking him on the head. 31 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and led him off to crucify him. 32 As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian named Simon; this man they pressed into service to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of the Skull), Aramaic: gulgulta, Greek: kranion. The name Calvary comes into English from the Rheims New Testament translation of the Latin calvariae. Hebrew (and Christian) legend has it that 17    Adams skull was buried there (hence the depiction of a skull beneath the cross in some crucifixion paintings). The second Adam is sacrificed over the remains of the first. The Legends of Jerusalem by Zev Vilnay says When Noah the righteous left the ark, after the waters of the flood had receded and the face of the earth was revealed, he came with his sons first to Mount Moriah (the place where 2 Chronicles 3:1 tells us Solomon built the Temple). There they sacrificed a thank offering to the Lord, on the same spot where Adam had sacrificed and where Abraham, generations later, brought his offering. It is told that when Abraham and Isaac reached Mount Moriah, the Holy One, blessed be He, pointed out the altar to Abraham and said: There is the altar! Upon this altar did Adam, Cain, and Abel place their offerings! Upon this altar did Noah and his sons place their offerings! On a nearby hill, Shem, the son of Noah, interred the skull of Adam, which he had taken with him into the ark and guarded during the flood. Since then the hill is called Golgotha – the Skull. (pg 70). Christian lore relates that when Jesus was crucified on Mount Golgotha, a drop of his blood fell to the earth, touched the skull of Adam and revived in it a breath of life for a fleeting moment. (pg 213). 34    they gave Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall. But when he had tasted it, he refused to drink. Matthew 26:29 says I will not drink this fruit of the vine. His time is not here quite yet. See also Psalm 69:21 (69:22 in NAB). 35    After they had crucified him, they divided his garments by casting lots; See Psalm 22:16-18 (22:17-19 in NAB). 36    then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37 And they placed over his head the written charge against him: This is Jesus, the King of the Jews. Affixed to the cross of a criminal was a sign indicating his charge. Both Matthew and John mention Jesus name. In Mark and Luke it is simply The king of the Jews. This title would be read differently by Jews and Romans. Jews would see it as a claim to be the Messiah while Romans would see it as a token of rebellion against the emperor. It is from Johns gospel that we get I.N.R.I. (The first letters of Jesus the Nazorean King of the Jews in Latin). A portion of this sign can be seen today in Rome in the AChurch of the Holy Cross in Jerusalem@. Crucifixion was not a Roman punishment but an Oriental one adopted by the Romans. It was prohibited by Roman law to crucify Roman citizens. Normally crucifixion was used only for slaves, bandits, and rebels. The division of garments was a privilege of the squad of soldiers who handled the execution; the crucified were stripped entirely nude as a final humiliation. 38    Two revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his right and the other on his left. 39 Those passing by reviled him, See Psalm 109:25. shaking their heads 40 and saying, You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it 18    in three days, save yourself, if you are the Son of God, (and) come down from the cross! These taunts are reminiscent of the devils temptations of Jesus in the desert (Matthew 4:3, 6). The nails didnt keep Jesus on the cross, only thing which kept Him there was His love for us. 41    Likewise the chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him The mockery of those who are executed has been a universal feature wherever public executions have been practiced. The taunts come from all Israel – the passersby, priests, scribes, and elders. and said, 42 He saved others; he cannot save himself. So he is the king of Israel! Let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now if he wants him. For he said, I am the Son of God. See the Responsorial Psalm [Psalm 22:7-8 (22:8-9 in NAB)]. 44    The revolutionaries who were crucified with him also kept abusing him in the same way. 45 From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 46 And about three oclock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani? which means, My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? The opening words of Psalm 22. This is not a cry of abandonment by Jesus – He is praying and calling to the mind of the hearer all the prophesies of the Psalm which He is fulfilling. 47    Some of the bystanders who heard it said, This one is calling for Elijah. The Aramaic Eli Eli sounds like Elijah. The bystanders who thought this must have been Jews. 48    Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge; he soaked it in wine, and putting it on a reed, gave it to him to drink. Wine vinegar cut by water was a thirst-quenching drink. No doubt a share of the drink the soldiers carried with them. John 19:29-30 tells us that the reed was a hyssop stalk, the same plant used to sprinkle the lambs blood on the doorpost (upright) and lintel (horizontal) at the first Passover (Exodus 12:22). Jesus blood now coats the upright and horizontal of the cross. 49    But the rest said, Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to save him. 50 But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit. John 19:30 tells us that Jesus drank the sour wine and cried out It is finished; the words proclaimed after the fourth cup of the Passover meal was consumed. Jesus has completed 19    His Passover sacrifice. 51    And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. The curtain separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. The Holy of Holies was accessible only by the high priest and then only once a year, on the Day of Atonement. The Holy of Holies is no longer forbidden – heaven has been opened. No man could tear the curtain in this direction, it is Gods doing. The earth quaked, rocks were split, The earthquake in the poetry of the Old Testament is the tread of Yahwehs footsteps. 52    tombs were opened, and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep were raised. The holy men who were buried in Jerusalem rise at the saving act of the Messiah: they recognize Him but Israel of the flesh does not. 53    And coming forth from their tombs after his resurrection, they entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54 The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch over Jesus feared greatly when they saw the earthquake and all that was happening, and they said, Truly, this was the Son of God! Romans reading this account later would be encouraged that their guys were the first to recognize Jesus true identity. 55    There were many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. These are the women who had accompanied Jesus from Galilee. John (19:25) has them much closer and accompanied by John himself and the Blessed Virgin. 57    When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph, who was himself a disciple of Jesus. Mark and Luke identify Joseph as a member of the Sanhedrin. Matthew may have seen a problem in the discipleship of a member of the council that had voted the death of Jesus. Arimathea is about twenty miles northeast of Jerusalem. Joseph may not have attended the council meeting. 58    He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be handed over. 59 Taking the body, Joseph wrapped it (in) clean linen 60 and laid it in his new tomb that he had hewn in the rock. Then he rolled a huge stone across the entrance to the tomb and departed. 61 But Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 20    remained sitting there, facing the tomb. It is not unimportant that the two Marys carefully note the location of the tomb. The areas surrounding the walls of Jerusalem had literally hundreds, if not thousands, of tombs. The resurrection apologetic demands that the spot where Jesus is buried should be known exactly. Likewise, it is also important that the tomb is new, not previously used. 62    The next day, the one following the day of preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said, The burial took place just before nightfall. Nightfall started the Sabbath. It is not clear if this visit violates the Sabbath prescriptions. Sir, we remember that this impostor while still alive said, After three days I will be raised up. It is remarkable that the priests and Pharisees show such an accurate knowledge of the prediction of a resurrection which the disciples seem to have forgotten completely. 64    Give orders, then, that the grave be secured until the third day, lest his disciples come and steal him and say to the people, He has been raised from the dead. This last imposture would be worse than the first. 65 Pilate said to them, The guard is yours; go secure it as best you can. 66 So they went and secured the tomb by fixing a seal to the stone and setting the guard. It is also somewhat remarkable that Pilate so readily granted a guard for a purpose he could only have thought to be absurd. It is also most remarkable that this trivial detail is not contained in any of the other gospels. What can be concluded from the story is that the Jews charged the disciples with the theft of Jesus body and that the Jews and the disciples all agree that the body was missing from the tomb on the 3rd day. 
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Sunday (March 29):  Blessed Is the King Who Comes in the Name of the LordMeditation: Does the King of glory find a welcome entry in your home and heart? Jesus went to Jerusalem knowing full well what awaited him - betrayal, rejection, and crucifixion. The people of Jerusalem, however, were ready to hail him as their Messianic King! Little did they know what it would cost this king to usher in his kingdom. Jesus' entry into Jerusalem astride a colt was a direct fulfillment of the Messianic prophecy of Zechariah (9:9): Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, and riding on an donkey and upon a colt the foal of a donkey.

Those who believe, hope, and love receive Christ's kingdom of peace and eternal life
The colt was a sign of peace. Jesus enters Jerusalem in meekness and humility, as the Messianic King who offers victory and peace to his people. That victory and peace would be secured in the cross and resurrection which would soon take place at the time of Passover.

Augustine, the great 5th century church father, comments on the significance of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem: "The master of humility is Christ who humbled himself and became obedient even to death, even the death of the cross. Thus he does not lose his divinity when he teaches us humility... What great thing was it to the king of the ages to become the king of humanity? For Christ was not the king of Israel so that he might exact a tax or equip an army with weaponry and visibly vanquish an enemy. He was the king of Israel in that he rules minds, in that he gives counsel for eternity, in that he leads into the kingdom of heaven for those who believe, hope, and love. It is a condescension, not an advancement for one who is the Son of God, equal to the Father, the Word through whom all things were made, to become king of Israel. It is an indication of pity, not an increase in power." ( Tractates on John 51.3-4)
Psalm 24 is another prophetic passage which echoes this triumphal procession of the King of glory: Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.
Jesus Christ came to bring us the kingdom of God. He is the true King who offers peace, joy, and everlasting life for those who accept his kingship. Does the King of glory find a welcome entry in your heart and home? Do your walls echo with the praise of his glory?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, be the King and Ruler of my heart, mind, life, and home. May my life reflect your meekness and humility that you may be honored as the King of glory!



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 30, 2026

Monday of Holy Week

Reading 1

Isaiah 42:1-7

Here is my servant whom I uphold,
 my chosen one with whom I am pleased,
 Upon whom I have put my Spirit;
 he shall bring forth justice to the nations,
 Not crying out, not shouting,
 not making his voice heard in the street.
 A bruised reed he shall not break,
 and a smoldering wick he shall not quench,
 Until he establishes justice on the earth;
 the coastlands will wait for his teaching.

Thus says God, the LORD,
 who created the heavens and stretched them out,
 who spreads out the earth with its crops,
 Who gives breath to its people
 and spirit to those who walk on it:
 I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice,
 I have grasped you by the hand;
 I formed you, and set you
 as a covenant of the people,
 a light for the nations,
 To open the eyes of the blind,
 to bring out prisoners from confinement,
 and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14

R. (1a) The Lord is my light and my salvation.

The LORD is my light and my salvation;
 whom should I fear?
 The LORD is my life's refuge;
 of whom should I be afraid?

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

When evildoers come at me
 to devour my flesh,
 My foes and my enemies
 themselves stumble and fall.

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Though an army encamp against me,
 my heart will not fear;
 Though war be waged upon me,
 even then will I trust. 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

I believe that I shall see the bounty of the LORD
 in the land of the living.
 Wait for the LORD with courage;
 be stouthearted, and wait for the LORD.

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.


 Verse Before the Gospel

Hail to you, our King;
 you alone are compassionate with our faults.



Gospel

John 12:1-11

Six days before Passover Jesus came to Bethany,
 where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.
 They gave a dinner for him there, and Martha served,
 while Lazarus was one of those reclining at table with him. 
 Mary took a liter of costly perfumed oil
 made from genuine aromatic nard
 and anointed the feet of Jesus and dried them with her hair;
 the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. 
 Then Judas the Iscariot, one of his disciples,
 and the one who would betray him, said,
 "Why was this oil not sold for three hundred days' wages
 and given to the poor?"
 He said this not because he cared about the poor
 but because he was a thief and held the money bag
 and used to steal the contributions.
 So Jesus said, "Leave her alone.
 Let her keep this for the day of my burial.
 You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me."

The large crowd of the Jews found out that he was there and came,
 not only because of him, but also to see Lazarus,
 whom he had raised from the dead.
 And the chief priests plotted to kill Lazarus too,
 because many of the Jews were turning away
 and believing in Jesus because of him.


Reflection
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Monday (March 30):  Extravagant Love for JesusMeditation: Do you know the love that knows no bounds? As Jesus dines with his beloved friends, Mary does something which only love can do. She took the most precious thing she had and spent it all on Jesus. Her love was not calculated but extravagant. Mary's action was motivated by one thing, and one thing only, namely, her love for Jesus and her gratitude for God's mercy. She did something, however, a Jewish woman would never do in public. She loosed her hair and anointed Jesus with her tears. It was customary for a woman on her wedding day to bound her hair. For a married woman to loosen her hair in public was a sign of grave immodesty. Mary was oblivious to all around her, except for Jesus. She took no thought for what others would think, but what would please her Lord. In humility she stooped to anoint Jesus' feet and to dry them with her hair. How do you anoint the Lord's feet and show him your love and gratitude?

Love unbounded and poured out in gratitude
The Gospel of John records that the whole house was filled with the perfume of the ointment (John 12:3). What Mary had done brought sweetness not only in the physical sense, but the spiritual sense as well. Her lovely deed shows the extravagance of love - a love that we cannot outmatch. The Lord Jesus showed us the extravagance of his love in giving the best he had by pouring out his own blood for our sake and by anointing us with his Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul says that nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:39). Do you allow the love of Christ to rule in all your thoughts and intentions, and in all your words and deeds?

The cost to the giver shows the true beauty and goodness of a heart filled with love and gratitude
Why was Judas critical of Mary's lovely deed? Judas viewed her act as extravagant wastefulness because of greed. A person views things according to what it inside the heart and soul. Judas was an embittered man and had a warped sense of what was precious and valuable, especially to God. Jesus had put Judas in charge of their common purse, no doubt because he was gifted in financial matters. The greatest temptation we can face will often come in the area of our greatest strength or gifting. Judas used money entrusted to him for wrong and hurtful purposes. He allowed greed and personal gain to corrupt his heart and to warp his view of things. He was critical towards Mary because he imputed unworthy motives. Do you examine your heart correctly when you impute wrong or unworthy motives towards others?

Prayer: Give us, Lord, a lively faith, a firm hope, a fervent charity, a love of you. Take from us all lukewarmness in meditation, dullness in prayer. Give us fervor and delight in thinking of you and your grace, your tender compassion towards me. The things we pray for, good Lord, give us grace to labor for: through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Prayer of Sir Thomas More, 16th century)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


March 31, 2026

Tuesday of Holy Week

Reading 1

Isaiah 49:1-6

Hear me, O islands,
 listen, O distant peoples.
 The LORD called me from birth,
 from my mother's womb he gave me my name.
 He made of me a sharp-edged sword
 and concealed me in the shadow of his arm.
 He made me a polished arrow,
 in his quiver he hid me.
 You are my servant, he said to me,
 Israel, through whom I show my glory.

Though I thought I had toiled in vain,
 and for nothing, uselessly, spent my strength,
 Yet my reward is with the LORD,
 my recompense is with my God.
 For now the LORD has spoken
 who formed me as his servant from the womb,
 That Jacob may be brought back to him
 and Israel gathered to him;
 And I am made glorious in the sight of the LORD,
 and my God is now my strength!
 It is too little, he says, for you to be my servant,
 to raise up the tribes of Jacob,
 and restore the survivors of Israel;
 I will make you a light to the nations,
 that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17

R. (see 15ab) I will sing of your salvation.

In you, O LORD, I take refuge;
 let me never be put to shame.
 In your justice rescue me, and deliver me;
 incline your ear to me, and save me.

R. I will sing of your salvation.

Be my rock of refuge,
 a stronghold to give me safety,
 for you are my rock and my fortress.
 O my God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked.

R. I will sing of your salvation.

For you are my hope, O Lord;
 my trust, O God, from my youth.
 On you I depend from birth;
 from my mother's womb you are my strength.

R. I will sing of your salvation.

My mouth shall declare your justice,
 day by day your salvation.
 O God, you have taught me from my youth,
 and till the present I proclaim your wondrous deeds.

R. I will sing of your salvation.


 Verse Before the Gospel

Hail to you, our King, obedient to the Father;
 you were led to your crucifixion like a gentle lamb to the slaughter.



Gospel

John 13:21-33, 36-38

Reclining at table with his disciples, Jesus was deeply troubled and testified,
 "Amen, amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me."
 The disciples looked at one another, at a loss as to whom he meant.
 One of his disciples, the one whom Jesus loved,
 was reclining at Jesus' side.
 So Simon Peter nodded to him to find out whom he meant.
 He leaned back against Jesus' chest and said to him,
 "Master, who is it?"
 Jesus answered,
 "It is the one to whom I hand the morsel after I have dipped it."
 So he dipped the morsel and took it and handed it to Judas,
 son of Simon the Iscariot.
 After Judas took the morsel, Satan entered him.
 So Jesus said to him, "What you are going to do, do quickly."
 Now none of those reclining at table realized why he said this to him.
 Some thought that since Judas kept the money bag, Jesus had told him,
 "Buy what we need for the feast,"
 or to give something to the poor.
 So Judas took the morsel and left at once. And it was night.

When he had left, Jesus said,
 "Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him.
 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself,
 and he will glorify him at once.
 My children, I will be with you only a little while longer.
 You will look for me, and as I told the Jews,
 'Where I go you cannot come,' so now I say it to you."

Simon Peter said to him, "Master, where are you going?"
 Jesus answered him,
 "Where I am going, you cannot follow me now,
 though you will follow later."
 Peter said to him,
 "Master, why can I not follow you now? 
 I will lay down my life for you."
 Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for me?
 Amen, amen, I say to you, the cock will not crow
 before you deny me three times."


Reflection
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Tuesday (March 31):  Betrayal and Faltering Loyalty to JesusMeditation: Jesus' disciples were put to the test as Jesus prepared to make the final and ultimate sacrifice of his own life for their sake and for all the world. What was different between Peter and Judas? Judas deliberately betrayed his Master while Peter, in a moment of weakness, denied him with an oath and a curse. Judas' act was cold and calculated. Peter, however, never meant to do what he did. He acted impulsively, out of weakness and cowardice. Jesus knew both the strength of Peter's loyalty and the weakness of his resolution. He had a habit of speaking with his heart without thinking through the implications of what he was saying.

Disordered love leads to hurtful desires and wrong deeds
The treachery of Judas, however, is seen at its worst when Jesus makes his appeal by showing special affection to him at his last supper. John says that Satan entered into Judas when he rejected Jesus and left to pursue his evil course. Satan can twist love and turn it into hate. He can turn holiness into pride, discipline into cruelty, affection into complacency. We must be on our guard lest Satan turn us from the love of God and the path which God has chosen for us.

God never withholds his persevering grace and strength to those who cling to him
The Holy Spirit will give us grace and strength in our time of testing. If we submit to Jesus we will walk in the light of his truth and love. If we turn our backs on him we will stumble and fall in the ways of sin and darkness. Are you ready to follow Jesus in his way of the cross?

Prayer: Give me, O Lord, a steadfast heart which no unworthy thought can drag downwards; an unconquered heart which no tribulation can wear out; an upright heart which no unworthy purpose may tempt aside. Bestow upon me also, O Lord my God, understanding to know you, diligence to seek you, wisdom to find you, and a faithfulness that may finally embrace you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. (Prayer of Thomas Aquinas)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
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