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Wed, January  1, 2025
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God

Mass Readings 

Reflection  
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Thurs, January 2 , 2025



Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church
 Mass Readings 


Reflection
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Fri, January 3, 2025





Christmas Weekday
 Mass Readings


Reflection

[image: ]

 

Sat, January 4, 2025






Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious     

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Sun, January 5, 2025





The Epiphany of the Lord   

Mass Readings

Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, January 6, 2025

Monday after Epiphany

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, January 7, 2025

Tuesday after Epiphany

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Wed, January 8, 2025




Wednesday after Epiphany



Mass Readings

Reflection
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Thurs, January 9, 2025





Thursday after Epiphany

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Fri, January 10, 2025






Friday after Epiphany

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sat, January 
11, 2025

Saturday after Epiphany

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, January 12, 2025




The Baptism of the Lord

Mass Readings

Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, January  13, 2025





Monday of the First Week in Ordinary Time



Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, January 14, 2025




Tuesday of the First Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings


Reflection

[image: ]

 

Wed, January 15, 2025





Wednesday of the First Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection

[image: ]

 

Thurs,
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Thursday of the First Week in Ordinary Time       

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Memorial of Saint Anthony, Abbot

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Saturday of the First Week in Ordinary Time



Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, January 19, 2025

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time   

Mass Readings

Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, January 20, 2025






Monday of the Second Week in Ordinary Time

 Mass Readings


Reflection
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Tue, January 21, 2025



Memorial of Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Wed, January 22, 2025




Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children     

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Thurs, January 23, 2025


Thursday of the Second Week in Ordinary Time   
 Mass Readings

Reflection
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Fri, January 24, 2025




Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sat, January 25, 2025



Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, Apostle

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, January 26, 2025





Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings


Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, January 27, 2025





Monday of the Third Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, January 28, 2025

Memorial of Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Wed, January 29, 2025




Wednesday of the Third Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Thurs, January 30, 2025





Thursday of the Third Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Fri, January 31, 2025

Memorial of Saint John Bosco, Priest


Mass Readings

Reflection
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Mass Readings from the New American Bible are found at http://www.usccb.org/nab 
 Used in Mobile Gabriel with permission. 

New American Bible
 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
 3211 4th Street, N.E., Washington, DC 20017-1194 (202) 541-3000
 November 01, 1999 Copyright by United States Catholic Conference

Lectionary for Mass, Copyright 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain 1969, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 
  


January 1, 2025

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
 The Octave Day of Christmas

Reading I

Numbers 6:22-27

The LORD said to Moses: 
 “Speak to Aaron and his sons and tell them: 
 This is how you shall bless the Israelites.
 Say to them: 
 The LORD bless you and keep you! 
 The LORD let his face shine upon 
 you, and be gracious to you! 
 The LORD look upon you kindly and 
 give you peace!
 So shall they invoke my name upon the Israelites, 
 and I will bless them.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8

R. (2a) May God bless us in his mercy.

May God have pity on us and bless us;
 may he let his face shine upon us.
 So may your way be known upon earth;
 among all nations, your salvation.

R. May God bless us in his mercy.

May the nations be glad and exult
 because you rule the peoples in equity;
 the nations on the earth you guide.

R. May God bless us in his mercy.

May the peoples praise you, O God;
 may all the peoples praise you!
 May God bless us,
 and may all the ends of the earth fear him!

R. May God bless us in his mercy.

Reading II

Galatians 4:4-7

Brothers and sisters:
 When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 
 born of a woman, born under the law, 
 to ransom those under the law, 
 so that we might receive adoption as sons.
 As proof that you are sons, 
 God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
 crying out, “Abba, Father!”
 So you are no longer a slave but a son, 
 and if a son then also an heir, through God.

Alleluia

Hebrews 1:1-2

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;
 in these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 2:16-21

The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, 
 and the infant lying in the manger.
 When they saw this, 
 they made known the message 
 that had been told them about this child.
 All who heard it were amazed 
 by what had been told them by the shepherds.
 And Mary kept all these things, 
 reflecting on them in her heart.
 Then the shepherds returned, 
 glorifying and praising God 
 for all they had heard and seen, 
 just as it had been told to them. 

When eight days were completed for his circumcision, 
 he was named Jesus, the name given him by the angel 
 before he was conceived in the womb.

Reflection
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Wednesday (January 1):  He Was Called JesusMeditation: What's the significance of a name? For the Jewish people the giving of a name had great importance. When a name was given it represented what that person should be in the future. An unknown name meant that someone could not be completely known. To not acknowledge someone's name meant both denial of the person, destruction of their personality, and change in their destiny. A person's name expressed the reality of his or her being at its deepest level. A Jewish male child was named at the time of circumcision, eight days after birth. This rite was instituted by God as an outward sign to single out those who belonged to the chosen people (Genesis 17:10-12). It was a sign of the covenant that God made with Abraham and his posterity.

Jesus - the eternal Son of God who was born of a woman to become our Savior
In fulfilment of this precept, Mary's newborn child is given the name Jesus on the eighth day according to the Jewish custom. Joseph and Mary gave the name Jesus because that is the name given by God's messenger before Jesus was conceived in Mary's womb (Luke 1:31, Matthew 1:21). This name signifies Jesus' identity and his mission. The literal Hebrew means the Lord saves . Since God alone can forgive sins and free us from death, it is God who, in Jesus his eternal Son became a man to offer up his life as the atoning sacrifice to save his people from their sins (Matthew 1:21). The son that Mary bore is both God and man - the "Word who was God" (John 1:1) and who "became flesh and dwelt among us" (John 1:14). That is why Mary is not only called the mother of the Christ (the Greek word for Messiah in Hebrew) but also the mother of God or Theotokos in Greek which literally means "God bearer."

Jesus - the name above every other name
In the birth and naming of this child we see the wondrous design and plan of God in giving us a Savior who would bring us grace (the gift of God's favor), mercy, and freedom from the power of sin and the fear of death. The name Jesus signifies that the very name of God is present in the person of his Son who became man for our salvation. Peter the Apostle exclaimed that there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved (Acts 2:12). In the name of Jesus demons flee, cripples walk, the blind see, the deaf hear, and the dead are raised. His name is exalted far above every other name (Philippians 2:9-11).

The name Jesus is at the heart of all Christian prayer. It is through and in Jesus that we pray to the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit. Many Christians have died with one word on their lips, the name of Jesus. Do you exalt the name of Jesus and pray with confidence in his name?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, I exalt your name above every other name. For in you I have pardon, mercy, grace and victory over sin and death. You humbled yourself for my sake and for the sake of all sinners by sharing in our humanity and by dying on the cross. Help me to always praise your holy name and to live for your greater glory.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


January 2, 2025

Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church

Reading 1 

1 John 2:22-28

Beloved:
 Who is the liar?
 Whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ.
 Whoever denies the Father and the Son, this is the antichrist.
 Anyone who denies the Son does not have the Father,
 but whoever confesses the Son has the Father as well.
 Let what you heard from the beginning remain in you.
 If what you heard from the beginning remains in you,
 then you will remain in the Son and in the Father.
 And this is the promise that he made us: eternal life.
 I write you these things about those who would deceive you.
 As for you,
 the anointing that you received from him remains in you,
 so that you do not need anyone to teach you.
 But his anointing teaches you about everything and is true and not false;
 just as it taught you, remain in him.

And now, children, remain in him,
 so that when he appears we may have confidence
 and not be put to shame by him at his coming.

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4

R. (3cd) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

Sing to the LORD a new song,
 for he has done wondrous deeds;
 His right hand has won victory for him,
 his holy arm.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

The LORD has made his salvation known:
 in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
 He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
 toward the house of Israel.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

All the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation by our God.
 Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
 break into song; sing praise.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

Alleluia

Hebrews 1:1-2

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

In times, past, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets:
 in these last days, he has spoken to us through his Son.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 1:19-28

This is the testimony of John. 
 When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him
 to ask him, “Who are you?”
 he admitted and did not deny it, but admitted,
 “I am not the Christ.” 
 So they asked him,
 “What are you then? Are you Elijah?” 
 And he said, “I am not.” 
 “Are you the Prophet?”
 He answered, “No.” 
 So they said to him,
 “Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us? 
 What do you have to say for yourself?”
 He said:
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the desert,
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’
 as Isaiah the prophet said.” 
 Some Pharisees were also sent. 
 They asked him,
 “Why then do you baptize
 if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?” 
 John answered them,
 “I baptize with water;
 but there is one among you whom you do not recognize,
 the one who is coming after me,
 whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” 
 This happened in Bethany across the Jordan,
 where John was baptizing.

Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors (#719-724) or from the Common of Doctors of the Church (#725-730).

Reading 1

Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13

I, a prisoner of the Lord,
 urge you to live in a manner worthy of the call you have received,
 with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
 bearing with one another through love,
 striving to preserve the unity of the Spirit
 through the bond of peace:
 one Body and one Spirit,
 as you were also called to the one hope of your call;
 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;
 one God and Father of all,
 who is over all and through all and in all.
 But grace was given to each of us
 according to the measure of Christ's gift.

And he gave some as Apostles, others as prophets,
 others as evangelists, others as pastors and teachers,
 to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry,
 for building up the Body of Christ,
 until we all attain to the unity of faith
 and knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood,
 to the extent of the full stature of Christ.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23:1b-3a, 4, 5, 6

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
 Beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Even though I walk in the dark valley
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side
 With your rod and your staff
 that give me courage.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 You anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Alleluia

Matthew 23:9b, 10b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

You have but one Father in heaven;
 you have but one master, the Christ.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 23:8-12

Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples:
 "Do not be called 'Rabbi.'
 You have but one teacher, and you are all brothers.
 Call no one on earth your father;
 you have but one Father in heaven.
 Do not be called 'Master';
 you have but one master, the Christ.
 The greatest among you must be your servant.
 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled;
 but whoever humbles himself will be exalted."

Reflection
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Thursday (January 2):  Christ Stands among YouMeditation: Do you recognize the presence of the Lord Jesus in your life? John the Baptist did such a great job of stirring the peoples' expectation of the Messiah's arrival, that many thought he might be the Messiah himself, or at least the great prophet Elijah who was expected to reappear at the Messiah's coming (see Malachi 4:5, Deuteronomy 18:15). John had no mistaken identity. In all humility and sincerity he said he was only a voice bidding people to prepare the way for the coming of the Messiah King.

John points to the Redeemer who comes to save us from sin and death
John the Baptist bridges the Old and New Testaments. He is the last of the Old Testament Prophets who points the way to the Messiah. He is the first of the New Testament witnesses and martyrs. He is the herald who prepares the way for Jesus and who announces his mission to the people: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world! John saw from a distance what the Messiah came to accomplish - our redemption from slavery to sin and our adoption as sons and daughters of God, our heavenly Father. Do you recognize your identity as an adopted child of God and a citizen of God's heavenly kingdom?

John was the greatest of the prophets, yet he lived as a humble and faithful servant of God. He pointed others to Jesus, the Messiah and Savior of the world. The Christian church from the earliest of times has given John many titles which signify his prophetic mission: Witness of the Lord, Trumpet of Heaven, Herald of Christ, Voice of the Word, Precursor of Truth, Friend of the Bridegroom, Crown of the Prophets, Forerunner of the Redeemer, Preparer of Salvation, Light of the Martyrs, and Servant of the Word. Do you point others to Jesus Christ by the testimony of your witness and example?

The Lord reveals his presence to us through the Holy Spirit
Luke tells us that when the presence of the Lord Jesus was revealed to Mary (Luke 1:35), and to her cousin Elizabeth (Luke 1:41), and to John the Baptist in the womb of his mother (Luke 1:15,41), and to Zechariah, John's father (Luke 1:67) - they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit reveals to us the presence of the Lord Jesus who comes to dwell within us. Ask the Lord Jesus to fill you with the Holy Spirit and to renew in you the gifts of faith, hope, and love, and the boldness and courage to point others to the presence and power of the Lord Jesus.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit and make me a herald of your word of truth and grace. Fill me with the joy of the Gospel that I may eagerly point others to you as John did through his life and testimony.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


January 3, 2025

Christmas Weekday

Reading 1

1 John 2:29–3:6

If you consider that God is righteous,
 you also know that everyone who acts in righteousness
 is begotten by him.
 See what love the Father has bestowed on us
 that we may be called the children of God.
 Yet so we are.
 The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
 Beloved, we are God’s children now;
 what we shall be has not yet been revealed.
 We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him,
 for we shall see him as he is.
 Everyone who has this hope based on him makes himself pure,
 as he is pure.
 Everyone who commits sin commits lawlessness,
 for sin is lawlessness.
 You know that he was revealed to take away sins,
 and in him there is no sin.
 No one who remains in him sins;
 no one who sins has seen him or known him.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6

R. (3cd) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

Sing to the LORD a new song,
 for he has done wondrous deeds;
 His right hand has won victory for him,
 his holy arm.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

All the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation by our God.
 Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
 break into song; sing praise.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

Sing praise to the LORD with the harp,
 with the harp and melodious song.
 With trumpets and the sound of the horn
 sing joyfully before the King, the LORD.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

Alleluia

John 1:14a, 12a

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.
 To those who accepted him
 he gave power to become the children of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 1:29-34

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said,
 "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
 He is the one of whom I said,
 'A man is coming after me who ranks ahead of me
 because he existed before me.'
 I did not know him,
 but the reason why I came baptizing with water
 was that he might be made known to Israel."
 John testified further, saying,
 "I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from the sky
 and remain upon him.
 I did not know him,
 but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me,
 'On whomever you see the Spirit come down and remain,
 he is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.'
 Now I have seen and testified that he is the Son of God."

Optional Memorial of the Most Holy Name of Jesus

Below are the readings suggested for today's Optional Memorial.

Reading 1

Philippians 2:1-11

Brothers and sisters:
 If there is any encouragement in Christ,
 any solace in love,
 any participation in the Spirit,
 any compassion and mercy,
 complete my joy by being of the same mind,
 with the same love, united in heart,
 thinking one thing.
 Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory;
 rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves,
 each looking out not for his own interests, but also everyone for those of others.

Have among yourselves the same attitude
 that is also yours in Christ Jesus,
 Who, though he was in the form of God,
 did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.
 Rather, he emptied himself,
 taking the form of a slave,
 coming in human likeness;
 and found human in appearance,
 he humbled himself,
 becoming obedient to death,
 even death on a cross.
 Because of this, God greatly exalted him
 and bestowed on him the name
 that is above every name,
 that at the name of Jesus
 every knee should bend,
 of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 and every tongue confess that
 Jesus Christ is Lord,
 to the glory of God the Father.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9

R. (2ab) O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!

When I behold your heavens, the work of your fingers,
 the moon and stars which you set in place—
 What is man that you should be mindful of him,
 or the son of man that you should care for him? 

R. O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!

You have made him little less than the angels,
 and crowned him with glory and honor.
 You have given him rule over the works of your hands,
 putting all things under his feet. 

R. O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!

All sheep and oxen,
 yes, and the beasts of the field,
 The birds of the air, the fishes of the sea,
 and whatever swims the paths of the seas. 

R. O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!

Alleluia

Matthew 1:21

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

You are to name him Jesus,
 because he will save his people from their sins.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 2:21-24

When eight days were completed for his circumcision,
 the child was named Jesus, the name given him by the angel
 before he was conceived in the womb.

When the days were completed for their purification
 according to the law of Moses,
 they took him up to Jerusalem
 to present him to the Lord,
 just as it is written in the law of the Lord,
 Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord,
 and to offer the sacrifice of
 a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons,
 in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord.


Reflection
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Friday (January 3):  Behold the Lamb of God!Meditation: John calls Jesus the Lamb of God and thus signifies Jesus' mission as the One who redeems us from our sins. The blood of the Passover Lamb (Exodus 12) delivered the Israelites in Egypt from slavery and death. The Lord Jesus freely offered up his life for us on the cross as the atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 Corinthians 5:7). The blood which he poured out for us on the cross cleanses, heals, and frees us from our slavery to sin, and from the "wages of sin which is death" (Romans 6:23) and the "destruction of both body and soul in hell" (Matthew 10:28).

John points to Jesus' saving mission - to offer up his life as the atoning sacrifice for our sins
It is significant that John was the son of Zachariah, a priest of Israel who participated in the daily sacrifice of a lamb in the temple for the sins of the people (Exodus 29). John recognized that Jesus was the perfect unblemished lamb offered by the Father in heaven as the one and only sacrifice that could cancel the debt of sin, and free us from death and the destruction of body and soul in hell.

The Holy Spirit reveals who Jesus truly is - the Son of God and Savior of the world
When John says he did not know Jesus (John 1:31,33) he was referring to the hidden reality of Jesus' divinity. But the Holy Spirit in that hour revealed to John Jesus' true nature, such that John bore witness that this is the Son of God. How can we be certain that Jesus is truly the Christ, the Son of the living God? The Holy Spirit makes the Lord Jesus Christ known to us through the gift of faith. God gives us his Spirit as our helper and guide who opens our hearts and minds to receive and comprehend the great mystery and plan of God - to unite all things in his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:10).

Do you want to grow in the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ? Ask the Lord to pour his Holy Spirit upon you to deepen your faith, hope, and love for God and for the plan he has for your life.

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, fill me with the power of your Holy Spirit and let me grow in the knowledge of your great love and truth. Let your Spirit be aflame in my heart that I may know and love you more fervently and strive to do your will in all things.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


January 4, 2025

Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious

Reading 1

1 John 3:7-10

Children, let no one deceive you.
 The person who acts in righteousness is righteous,
 just as he is righteous.
 Whoever sins belongs to the Devil,
 because the Devil has sinned from the beginning.
 Indeed, the Son of God was revealed to destroy the works of the Devil.
 No one who is begotten by God commits sin,
 because God’s seed remains in him;
 he cannot sin because he is begotten by God.
 In this way,
 the children of God and the children of the Devil are made plain;
 no one who fails to act in righteousness belongs to God,
 nor anyone who does not love his brother.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 98:1, 7-8, 9

R. (3cd) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

Sing to the LORD a new song,
 for he has done wondrous deeds;
 His right hand has won victory for him,
 his holy arm.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

Let the sea and what fills it resound,
 the world and those who dwell in it;
 Let the rivers clap their hands,
 the mountains shout with them for joy before the LORD.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

The LORD comes;
 he comes to rule the earth;
 He will rule the world with justice
 and the peoples with equity.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

Alleluia

Hebrews 1:1-2

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets:
 in these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 1:35-42

John was standing with two of his disciples,
 and as he watched Jesus walk by, he said,
 “Behold, the Lamb of God.”
 The two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus.
 Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them,
 “What are you looking for?”
 They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher),
 “where are you staying?”
 He said to them, “Come, and you will see.”
 So they went and saw where he was staying,
 and they stayed with him that day.
 It was about four in the afternoon.
 Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter,
 was one of the two who heard John and followed Jesus.
 He first found his own brother Simon and told him,
 “We have found the Messiah,” which is translated Christ.
 Then he brought him to Jesus.
 Jesus looked at him and said,
 “You are Simon the son of John;
 you will be called Cephas,” which is translated Peter.


Reflection
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Saturday (January 4):  We Have Found the Messiah!Meditation: Who is Jesus for you? John calls Jesus the Lamb of God and thus signifies Jesus' mission as the One who redeems us from our sins. The blood of the Passover Lamb (Exodus 12) delivered the Israelites from their oppression in Egypt and from the plague of death. The Lord Jesus freely offered up his life for us on the cross as the atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 Corinthians 5:7). The blood which he poured out for us on the cross cleanses, heals, and frees us from our slavery to sin, and from the "wages of sin which is death" (Romans 6:23) and the "destruction of both body and soul in hell" (Matthew 10:28).

It is significant that John was the son of the priest, Zachariah, who participated in the daily sacrifice of a lamb in the temple for the sins of the people (Exodus 29). In Jesus John saw the true and only sacrifice which could deliver us from bondage to sin, death, and the powers of hell. How did John know the true identity of Jesus, as the Son of God and Savior of the world (John 1:29)? The Holy Spirit revealed to John Jesus' true nature, such that John bore witness that this is the Son of God. How can we be certain that Jesus is truly the Christ, the Son of the living God? The Holy Spirit makes the Lord Jesus Christ known to us through the gift of faith. God gives us freely of his Spirit that we may comprehend - with enlightened minds and eyes of faith - the great mystery and plan of God to unite all things in his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

"What do you seek?"
John in his characteristic humility was eager to point beyond himself to the Christ (means Anointed One and Messiah ). He did not hesitate to direct his own disciples to the Lord Jesus. When two of John's disciples began to seek Jesus out, Jesus took the initiative to invite them into his company. He did not wait for them to get his attention. Instead he met them halfway. He asked them one of the most fundamental questions of life: "What are you looking for?" Jesus asks each one of us the same question:"What are you searching for? Do you know the meaning and purpose for your life?" Only God, the Father and Author of life, can answer that question and make our purpose fully known to us. That is why the Lord Jesus invites each one of us to draw near to himself. He wants us to know him personally - to know what he came to do for us and what he wants to offer us.

"Come and see"
"Come and see" is the Lord's invitation for each one of us to discover the joy of friendship and communion with the One who made us in love for love. Saint Augustine of Hippo reminds us that it is God, our Creator and Redeemer, who seeks us out, even when we are not looking for him: "If you hadn't been called by God, what could you have done to turn back? Didn't the very One who called you when you were opposed to Him make it possible for you to turn back?" It is God who initiates and who draws us to himself. Without his mercy and help we could not find him on our own.

When we find something of great value it's natural to want to share the good news of our discovery with our family, friends, and neighbors. When Andrew met Jesus and discovered that he was truly the Messiah, he immediately went to his brother Simon and told him the good news. Andrew brought his brother to meet Jesus so he could "come and see" for himself. When Jesus saw Simon approaching he immediately reached out to Simon in the same way he had done for Andrew earlier. Jesus looked at Simon and revealed that he knew who Simon was and where he came from even before Simon had set his eyes on Jesus. Jesus gave Simon a new name which signified that God had a personal call and mission for him. Jesus gave Simon the name "Cephas" which is the Aramaic word for "rock". Cephas is translated as Peter ( Petros in Greek and P etrus in Latin) which also literally means "rock".

To call someone a "rock" was one of the greatest compliments in the ancient world. The rabbis had a saying that when God saw Abraham, he exclaimed: "I have discovered a rock to found the world upon." Through Abraham God established a nation for himself. Through faith Peter grasped who Jesus truly was - the Anointed One ( Messiah and Christ ) and the only begotten Son of God. The New Testament describes the church as a spiritual house or temple with each member joined together as living stones (see 1 Peter 2:5). Faith in Jesus Christ makes us into rocks or spiritual stones. The Holy Spirit gives us the gift of faith to know the Lord Jesus personally, power to live the gospel faithfully, and courage to witness the truth and joy of the Gospel to others. The Lord Jesus is ever ready to draw us to himself. Do you seek to grow in the knowledge and love of the Lord Jesus Christ?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, fill me with the power of your Holy Spirit that I may grow in the knowledge of your great love and truth. Let your Spirit be aflame in my heart that I may joyfully seek to do your will in all things.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


January 5, 2025

The Epiphany of the Lord

Reading I

Isaiah 60:1-6

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come,
 the glory of the Lord shines upon you.
 See, darkness covers the earth,
 and thick clouds cover the peoples;
 but upon you the LORD shines,
 and over you appears his glory.
 Nations shall walk by your light,
 and kings by your shining radiance.
 Raise your eyes and look about;
 they all gather and come to you:
 your sons come from afar,
 and your daughters in the arms of their nurses.

Then you shall be radiant at what you see,
 your heart shall throb and overflow,
 for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you,
 the wealth of nations shall be brought to you.
 Caravans of camels shall fill you,
 dromedaries from Midian and Ephah;
 all from Sheba shall come
 bearing gold and frankincense,
 and proclaiming the praises of the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13.

R. (cf. 11) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

O God, with your judgment endow the king,
 and with your justice, the king’s son;
 He shall govern your people with justice
 and your afflicted ones with judgment.

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

Justice shall flower in his days,
 and profound peace, till the moon be no more.
 May he rule from sea to sea,
 and from the River to the ends of the earth.

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer gifts;
 the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring tribute.
 All kings shall pay him homage,
 all nations shall serve him.

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out,
 and the afflicted when he has no one to help him.
 He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor;
 the lives of the poor he shall save.

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

Reading II

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6

Brothers and sisters:
 You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace 
 that was given to me for your benefit, 
 namely, that the mystery was made known to me by revelation.
 It was not made known to people in other generations 
 as it has now been revealed
 to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 
 that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body,
 and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Alleluia

Matthew 2:2

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

We saw his star at its rising
 and have come to do him homage.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 2:1-12

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
 in the days of King Herod, 
 behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 
 “Where is the newborn king of the Jews?
 We saw his star at its rising
 and have come to do him homage.”
 When King Herod heard this,
 he was greatly troubled, 
 and all Jerusalem with him.
 Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, 
 he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.
 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, 
 for thus it has been written through the prophet:
 And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah,
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
 since from you shall come a ruler,
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.”
 Then Herod called the magi secretly 
 and ascertained from them the time of the star’s appearance.
 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, 
 “Go and search diligently for the child.
 When you have found him, bring me word, 
 that I too may go and do him homage.”
 After their audience with the king they set out.
 And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, 
 until it came and stopped over the place where the child was.
 They were overjoyed at seeing the star, 
 and on entering the house
 they saw the child with Mary his mother.
 They prostrated themselves and did him homage.
 Then they opened their treasures 
 and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
 they departed for their country by another way.

Reflection
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Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

 
 Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
 Holy and generous God, in your great love you have revealed yourself in creation. But you have done even more – you have revealed yourself in your Son, our Lord Jesus. By believing in and following Him, we are led to eternal life with you. Help us not to be like King Herod, who, threatened by your revelation, tried to kill Jesus. Help us to be like the magi so that when we see your revelation, we will be filled with delight. We make our prayer in the name of Jesus the Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Introduction 


 Epiphany means revelation or manifestation. Epiphany was originally an Eastern Church celebration. It was originally and primarily a celebration of baptism, the first Epiphany or manifestation. As the celebration moved westward, it took on the meaning of the revelation of Jesus to the Gentiles. The central point of this celebration is that God’s salvation is intended not only for the people of Israel, but for all people. 
  
 Epiphany is now celebrated as the 12th day of Christmas and its celebration seems to predate the celebration of Christmas itself. The Greek word “epiphany”, meaning manifestation or appearance was used most often in ancient times to describe the king or ruler “showing himself” before the people of the nation. During epiphany we see how God epiphanies Himself through Jesus. It is the people of God empowered with the gifts of the Holy Spirit who reveal the risen Christ to the world through acts of creation, love, healing, and liberation. We of the Church are called to be an ever-unfolding epiphany of God’s love and power to the dark world seeking desperately for such epiphanies. 
  
 The 12th night is a familiar title of a Shakespearian play and comes from European heritage where 12th night parish parties are (or were) celebrated. These parties have carried over into the Mardi Gras tradition. During the party, at the appointed time, the king cake is brought out. Hidden in the cake are three beans or coins. Those who find the “prizes” are crowned kings or queens for the evening. While the “royalty” are being outfitted for their office, the Christmas tree is stripped of all ornaments (German Lutherans call this “plundering the tree”). The tree is removed from the room and saved for the Lenten season when it is stripped of its branches and made into a processional cross. 
  
 Tradition also celebrates the arrival of the wise men at this time.



1st Reading - Isaiah 60:1-6


 Today’s Old Testament reading is one of Isaiah’s “Songs of the First Return” which are a lyrical description of the new Jerusalem as Israel is gathered from different places and restored. 
  
 1    Rise up in splendor! Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you.  
  
 An extraordinary illumination, as though God were, by His presence in the city, radiating a dazzling light [see Deuteronomy 33:2, Malachi 4:1 (3:19 in NAB & NJB) where fiery love (the fire of judgment and refining) is described]. Like a sunrise, darkness immediately surrenders to the brilliant light, there is neither dawn nor dusk. [Verses 1-3 have been seen by some commentators as the source of Revelation 12]. 
  
 2    See, darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; But upon you the LORD shines, and over you appears his glory. 3 Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining radiance. 4 Raise your eyes and look about; they all gather and come to you: Your sons come from afar, and your daughters in the arms of their nurses.  
  
 Literally, verse 4d reads “your daughters are carried on the hips of their nurses.” 
  
 5 Then you shall be radiant at what you see, your heart shall throb and overflow, For the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you, the wealth of nations shall be brought to you. 6 Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; All from Sheba shall come bearing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming the praises of the LORD. 
  
 Those who are from Midian, Ephah, and Sheba are all descendants of Abraham (Genesis 25:1-4). God’s chosen people who were scattered long ago now come to participate in their ancient inheritance promised by God’s covenant with Abraham. One day all nations will become God’s children (Romans 4:17; 8:16-17).



2nd Reading - Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6


 Our second reading was written while Paul was in prison (verses 4:1; 6:20). “Prisoner” is a title of honor, a distinction that the preacher has gained for having borne witness to the truth. It is the mark of a true apostle (2 Corinthians 11:23; 6:4-5; Luke 21:12). 
  
 2 [Y]ou have heard 
  
 A possible indication that some readers did not know Paul directly 
  
 of the stewardship  
  
 A ministry; not a task, but a realization of God’s plan 
  
 of God’s grace that was given to me for your benefit, 
  
 God’s favor was shown to Paul not for himself but for others.      
  
 3 (namely, that) the mystery was made known to me by revelation. 5 [It] was not made known to human beings in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit, 6 that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
  
 The Jews are God’s chosen people, his family. The Gentiles are now part of this family which forms the new Israel and shares in the inheritance (Romans 8:16-17).



Gospel - Matthew 2:1-12


 Today’s Gospel reading has been called “The Worship of the Magi”. Matthew and Luke both have accounts of the conception and birth of Jesus and some of the incidents that followed the birth. Neither Mark nor John address this period in Jesus’ life. Matthew’s version is greatly affected by the use of Old Testament texts. The magi seek a king, and Herod consults the religious experts of Judaism to find out where they should look. Of this there is no doubt, they should look not in Jerusalem, but in Bethlehem – the city of David. 
  
 1 When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod,  
  
 Four different Herods are mentioned in the New Testament. The first is Herod the Great, referred to in this passage and the next; the second is his son, Herod Antiapas, who had John the Baptist beheaded (Matthew 14:1-12) and who abused our Lord during His Passion (Luke 23:7-11); the third, Herod Agrippa I, a nephew of Herod the Great, who executed the apostle James the Greater (Acts 12:1-3), imprisoned Peter (Acts 12:4-7), and died suddenly and mysteriously (Acts 12:20-23). The fourth, Herod Agrippa II, was Herod Agrippa I’s son – it was before him that Paul answered Jewish accusations when he was a prisoner in Caesarea (Acts 23:23). Herod the Great, who appears here, was the son of non-Jewish (Arab) parents. He came to power with the aid of and as a vassal of the Romans, particularly Marc Antony (see Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 14.13.1’324-326). He was a consummate politician and among other things he rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem on a lavish scale. Herod the Great had a persecution complex; everywhere he saw rivals to his throne. He was notorious for his cruelty: he killed over half of his 10 wives, some of his children, and many people of standing. He died in 4 BC.  
  
 behold, magi  
  
 Wise men, astrologers. Originally the term designated the learned priestly caste of the Persians; later it came to mean anyone skilled in occult knowledge and power (magicians), or a charlatan or trickster. The word is not used in an abusive or derogatory sense here by Matthew and the mention of the star shows that they are wise men who study the stars (astrologers). Nothing else is said about them. Since they are not Jews, they can be considered to be the very first gentiles to receive the call to salvation in Christ. 
  
 from the east arrived in Jerusalem, 
  
 This suggests Mesopotamia, the home of astrology in the Greek (Hellenistic) world. 
  
 2 saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? 
   
 The Jews had made known throughout the East their hope of a Messiah. The wise men knew of this expected Messiah, king of the Jews. According to ideas widely accepted at the time, this sort of person, because of his significance in world history, would have a star connected with his birth (Numbers 24:17-19, which many of the Church fathers have interpreted as messianic prophecy, but it is not quoted in the New Testament). 
  
 We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  
  
 When the leader gets stirred up, the populace gets agitated too; especially with the reputation which Herod had. In all Jewish circles at the time of Jesus, the hope was widespread that the Messiah would come soon. The general idea was that he would be a king, like a new and even greater David. Herod’s worry is therefore all the more understandable: he governed the Jews with the aid of the Romans and cruelly and jealously guarded his crown. Due to his political ambition and lack of a religious sense, Herod saw a potential messiah-king as a dangerous rival to his own worldly power. 
  
 4 Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the people,  
  
 In the time of Jesus, both Herod’s monarchy and the occupying Romans recognized the Sanhedrin as the representative body of the Jewish people. The Sanhedrin was, therefore, the nation’s supreme council which ruled on day-to-day affairs, both religious and civil. Following Exodus 24:1-9 and Numbers 11:16, the Sanhedrin was composed of 70 members presided over by the high pries