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July 1, 2025

Tuesday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Genesis 19:15-29

As dawn was breaking, the angels urged Lot on, saying, "On your way!
 Take with you your wife and your two daughters who are here,
 or you will be swept away in the punishment of Sodom."
 When he hesitated, the men, by the LORD's mercy,
 seized his hand and the hands of his wife and his two daughters
 and led them to safety outside the city.
 As soon as they had been brought outside, he was told:
 "Flee for your life!
 Don't look back or stop anywhere on the Plain.
 Get off to the hills at once, or you will be swept away."
 "Oh, no, my lord!" Lot replied,
 "You have already thought enough of your servant
 to do me the great kindness of intervening to save my life.
 But I cannot flee to the hills to keep the disaster from overtaking me,
 and so I shall die.
 Look, this town ahead is near enough to escape to.
 It's only a small place.
 Let me flee there–it's a small place, is it not?–
 that my life may be saved."
 "Well, then," he replied,
 "I will also grant you the favor you now ask.
 I will not overthrow the town you speak of.
 Hurry, escape there!
 I cannot do anything until you arrive there."
 That is why the town is called Zoar.

The sun was just rising over the earth as Lot arrived in Zoar;
 at the same time the LORD rained down sulphurous fire
 upon Sodom and Gomorrah
 from the LORD out of heaven.
 He overthrew those cities and the whole Plain,
 together with the inhabitants of the cities
 and the produce of the soil.
 But Lot's wife looked back, and she was turned into a pillar of salt.

Early the next morning Abraham went to the place
 where he had stood in the LORD's presence.
 As he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah
 and the whole region of the Plain,
 he saw dense smoke over the land rising like fumes from a furnace.

Thus it came to pass: when God destroyed the Cities of the Plain,
 he was mindful of Abraham by sending Lot away from the upheaval
 by which God overthrew the cities where Lot had been living.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 26:2-3, 9-10, 11-12

R.(3a) O Lord, your mercy is before my eyes.

Search me, O LORD, and try me;
 test my soul and my heart.
 For your mercy is before my eyes,
 and I walk in your truth.

R. O Lord, your mercy is before my eyes.

Gather not my soul with those of sinners,
 nor with men of blood my life.
 On their hands are crimes,
 and their right hands are full of bribes.

R. O Lord, your mercy is before my eyes.

But I walk in integrity;
 redeem me, and have mercy on me.
 My foot stands on level ground;
 in the assemblies I will bless the LORD.

R. O Lord, your mercy is before my eyes.

Alleluia

Psalm 130:5

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I trust in the LORD;
 my soul trusts in his word.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 8:23-27

As Jesus got into a boat, his disciples followed him.
 Suddenly a violent storm came up on the sea,
 so that the boat was being swamped by waves;
 but he was asleep.
 They came and woke him, saying,
 "Lord, save us! We are perishing!"
 He said to them, "Why are you terrified, O you of little faith?"
 Then he got up, rebuked the winds and the sea,
 and there was great calm.
 The men were amazed and said, "What sort of man is this,
 whom even the winds and the sea obey?"

Reflection
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Tuesday (July 1):  Why Are You Afraid, O Men of Little Faith?Meditation: How can we fight fear with faith? Jesus' sleeping presence on the storm-tossed sea reveals the sleeping faith of his disciples (Matthew 8:25). They feared for their lives even though their Lord and Master was with them in the boat. They were asleep to Christ while he was present to them in their hour of need.

Why are you afraid?
The Lord is ever present to us. And in our time of testing he asks the same question: Why are you afraid? Have you no faith (Matthew 8:26)? Do you recognize the Lord's presence with you, especially when you meet the storms of adversity, sorrow, and temptation? Whenever we encounter trouble, the Lord Jesus is there with the same reassuring message: "It is I, do not be afraid" (Matthew 14:27) .

Faith nourished with the word of God
What are the characteristics of faith and how can we grow in it? Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to us. Believing is only possible by grace and the help of the Holy Spirit, who moves the heart and who opens the eyes of the mind to understand and accept the truth which God has revealed to us. Faith enables us to relate to God rightly and confidently, with trust and reliance, by believing and adhering to his word, because he is utterly reliable and trustworthy. If we want to live, grow, and persevere in faith, then it must be nourished with the word of God.

Let the love of Christ rule your heart and mind
Fear does not need to cripple us from taking right action or rob us of our trust and reliance on God. Courage working with faith enables us to embrace God's word of truth and love with confidence and to act on it with firm hope in God's promises. The love of God strengthens us in our faith and trust in him and enables us to act with justice and kindness towards our neighbor even in the face of opposition or harm. Do you allow the love of Jesus Christ to rule in your heart and mind, and to move your will to choose what is good in accordance with his will?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, increase my faith in your redeeming love and power that I may always recognize your abiding presence with me. Give me courage and strength to face every difficulty, trial, and temptation with trust in your saving help and guiding presence.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 2, 2025

Wednesday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Genesis 21:5, 8-20a

Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.
 Isaac grew, and on the day of the child's weaning
 Abraham held a great feast.

Sarah noticed the son whom Hagar the Egyptian
 had borne to Abraham
 playing with her son Isaac;
 so she demanded of Abraham:
 "Drive out that slave and her son!
 No son of that slave is going to share the inheritance
 with my son Isaac!"
 Abraham was greatly distressed,
 especially on account of his son Ishmael.
 But God said to Abraham: "Do not be distressed about the boy
 or about your slave woman.
 Heed the demands of Sarah, no matter what she is asking of you;
 for it is through Isaac that descendants shall bear your name.
 As for the son of the slave woman,
 I will make a great nation of him also,
 since he too is your offspring."

Early the next morning Abraham got some bread and a skin of water
 and gave them to Hagar.
 Then, placing the child on her back, he sent her away.
 As she roamed aimlessly in the wilderness of Beer-sheba,
 the water in the skin was used up.
 So she put the child down under a shrub,
 and then went and sat down opposite him, about a bowshot away;
 for she said to herself, "Let me not watch to see the child die."
 As she sat opposite Ishmael, he began to cry.
 God heard the boy's cry,
 and God's messenger called to Hagar from heaven:
 "What is the matter, Hagar?
 Don't be afraid; God has heard the boy's cry in this plight of his.
 Arise, lift up the boy and hold him by the hand;
 for I will make of him a great nation."
 Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water.
 She went and filled the skin with water, and then let the boy drink.

God was with the boy as he grew up.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:7-8, 10-11, 12-13

R. (7a) The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.
 The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
 for nought is lacking to those who fear him.
 The great grow poor and hungry;
 but those who seek the LORD want for no good thing.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

Come, children, hear me;
 I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
 Which of you desires life,
 and takes delight in prosperous days?

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

Alleluia

James 1:18

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Father willed to give us birth by the word of truth
 that we may be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 8:28-34

When Jesus came to the territory of the Gadarenes,
 two demoniacs who were coming from the tombs met him.
 They were so savage that no one could travel by that road.
 They cried out, "What have you to do with us, Son of God?
 Have you come here to torment us before the appointed time?"
 Some distance away a herd of many swine was feeding.
 The demons pleaded with him,
 "If you drive us out, send us into the herd of swine."
 And he said to them, "Go then!"
 They came out and entered the swine,
 and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea
 where they drowned.
 The swineherds ran away,
 and when they came to the town they reported everything,
 including what had happened to the demoniacs.
 Thereupon the whole town came out to meet Jesus,
 and when they saw him they begged him to leave their district.

Reflection
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Wednesday (July 2):  Jesus Frees Those Who Are Bound UpMeditation: Do you ever feel driven by forces beyond your strength? Two men who were possessed and driven mad by the force of many evil spirits found refuge in the one person who could set them free. Both Mark and Luke in their Gospel accounts of this incident describe this demonic force as a legion (Mark 5:9 and Luke 8:30). A legion is no small force but an army 6,000 strong! For the people of Palestine who were often hemmed in by occupied forces, a legion - whether human or supernatural - struck terror! Legions at their wildest committed unmentionable atrocities. Our age has also witnessed untold crimes and mass destruction at the hands of possessed rulers and their armies.

No force can withstand Christ's power and authority
What is more remarkable - the destructive force of these driven and possessed men, or their bended knee at Jesus' feet imploring mercy and release (Luke 8:28)? God's word reminds us that no destructive force can keep anyone from the peace and safety which God offers to those who seek his help. A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand; but it will not come near you. ..Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your habitation (Psalm 91:7,9).

Jesus took pity on these men who were overtaken by a legion of evil spirits. The destructive force of these demons is evident for all who can see as they flee and destroy a herd of swine. After Jesus freed the demoniacs the whole city came out to meet him. No one had demonstrated such power and authority against the forces of Satan as Jesus did. They feared Jesus as a result and begged him to leave them. Why would they not want Jesus to stay? Perhaps the price for such liberation from the power of evil and sin was more than they wanted to pay.

Jesus will free us from anything that binds us
The Lord Jesus is ready and willing to free us from anything that binds us and that keeps us from the love of God. Are you willing to part with anything that might keep you from his love and saving power?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, unbind me that I may love you wholly and walk in the freedom of your way of love and holiness. May there be nothing which keeps me from the joy of living in your presence.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 3, 2025

Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle

Reading 1

Ephesians 2:19-22

Brothers and sisters:
 You are no longer strangers and sojourners,
 but you are fellow citizens with the holy ones
 and members of the household of God,
 built upon the foundation of the Apostles and prophets,
 with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone.
 Through him the whole structure is held together
 and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord;
 in him you also are being built together
 into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 117:1bc, 2

R. (Mark 16:15) Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.

Praise the LORD, all you nations;
 glorify him, all you peoples!

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.

For steadfast is his kindness for us,
 and the fidelity of the LORD endures forever.

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.

Alleluia

John 20:29

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me, says the Lord;
 blessed are those who have not seen, but still believe!

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 20:24-29

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve,
 was not with them when Jesus came.
 So the other disciples said to him, "We have seen the Lord."
 But Thomas said to them,
 "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands
 and put my finger into the nailmarks
 and put my hand into his side, I will not believe."
 Now a week later his disciples were again inside
 and Thomas was with them.
 Jesus came, although the doors were locked,
 and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with you."
 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands,
 and bring your hand and put it into my side,
 and do not be unbelieving, but believe."
 Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lord and my God!"
 Jesus said to him, "Have you come to believe because you have seen me?
 Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed."


Reflection
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Thursday (July 3):  Take Heart - Your Sins Are ForgivenMeditation: What cripples the mind and heart and stifles the healing power of love? Sin and unforgiveness for certain! Sin cripples us more than any physical ailment can. Sin is the work of the kingdom of darkness and it holds us in eternal bondage. There is only one solution and that is the healing, cleansing power of Jesus' forgiveness.

Power of forgiveness
Jesus' treatment of sinners upset the religious teachers of the day. When a cripple was brought to Jesus because of the faith of his friends, Jesus did the unthinkable. He first forgave the man his sins. The scribes regarded this as blasphemy because they understood that only God had authority to forgive sins and to unbind a man or woman from their burden of guilt. Jesus claimed an authority which only God could rightfully give. Jesus not only proved that his authority came from God, he showed the great power of God's redeeming love and mercy by healing the cripple of his physical ailment. This man had been crippled not only physically, but spiritually as well. Jesus freed him from his burden of guilt and restored his body as well.

Healing body, mind, and soul
The Lord Jesus is ever ready to bring us healing of mind, body, and soul. His grace brings us freedom from the power of sin and from bondage to harmful desires and addictions. Do you allow anything to keep you from Jesus' healing power?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, through your merciful love and forgiveness you bring healing and restoration to body, mind, and soul. May your healing power and love touch every area of my life - my innermost thoughts, feelings, attitudes, and memories. Pardon my offences and transform me in the power of your Holy Spirit that I may walk confidently in your truth and goodness.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 4, 2025

Friday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Genesis 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67

The span of Sarah's life was one hundred and twenty-seven years.
 She died in Kiriatharba (that is, Hebron)
 in the land of Canaan,
 and Abraham performed the customary mourning rites for her.
 Then he left the side of his dead one and addressed the Hittites:
 "Although I am a resident alien among you,
 sell me from your holdings a piece of property for a burial ground,
 that I may bury my dead wife."

After the transaction, Abraham buried his wife Sarah
 in the cave of the field of Machpelah,
 facing Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.

Abraham had now reached a ripe old age,
 and the LORD had blessed him in every way.
 Abraham said to the senior servant of his household,
 who had charge of all his possessions:
 "Put your hand under my thigh,
 and I will make you swear by the LORD,
 the God of heaven and the God of earth,
 that you will not procure a wife for my son
 from the daughters of the Canaanites among whom I live,
 but that you will go to my own land and to my kindred
 to get a wife for my son Isaac."
 The servant asked him:
 "What if the woman is unwilling to follow me to this land?
 Should I then take your son back to the land from which you migrated?"
 "Never take my son back there for any reason," Abraham told him.
 "The LORD, the God of heaven,
 who took me from my father's house and the land of my kin,
 and who confirmed by oath the promise he then made to me,
 'I will give this land to your descendants'–
 he will send his messenger before you,
 and you will obtain a wife for my son there.
 If the woman is unwilling to follow you,
 you will be released from this oath.
 But never take my son back there!"

A long time later, Isaac went to live in the region of the Negeb.
 One day toward evening he went out . . . in the field,
 and as he looked around, he noticed that camels were approaching.
 Rebekah, too, was looking about, and when she saw him,
 she alighted from her camel and asked the servant,
 "Who is the man out there, walking through the fields toward us?"
 "That is my master," replied the servant.
 Then she covered herself with her veil.

The servant recounted to Isaac all the things he had done.
 Then Isaac took Rebekah into his tent;
 he married her, and thus she became his wife.
 In his love for her, Isaac found solace
 after the death of his mother Sarah.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 106:1b-2, 3-4a, 4b-5

R. (1b) Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
 for his mercy endures forever.
 Who can tell the mighty deeds of the LORD,
 or proclaim all his praises?

R. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Blessed are they who observe what is right,
 who do always what is just.
 Remember us, O LORD, as you favor your people.

R. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Visit me with your saving help,
 That I may see the prosperity of your chosen ones,
 rejoice in the joy of your people,
 and glory with your inheritance.

R. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Alleluia

Matthew 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 9:9-13

As Jesus passed by,
 he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the customs post.
 He said to him, ""Follow me.""
 And he got up and followed him.
 While he was at table in his house,
 many tax collectors and sinners came
 and sat with Jesus and his disciples.
 The Pharisees saw this and said to his disciples,
 ""Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?""
 He heard this and said,
 ""Those who are well do not need a physician, but the sick do.
 Go and learn the meaning of the words,
 I desire mercy, not sacrifice.
 I did not come to call the righteous but sinners.""


Reflection
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Friday (July 4):  I Desire Mercy - Not SacrificeMeditation: What is God's call on your life? Jesus chose Matthew to be his follower and friend, not because Matthew was religious or learned, popular or saintly. Matthew appeared to be none of those. He chose to live a life of wealth and ease. His profession was probably the most corrupted and despised by everyone because tax collectors made themselves wealthy by over-charging and threatening people if they did not hand over their money to them.

God searches our heart
What did Jesus see in Matthew that others did not see? When the prophet Samuel came to the house of Jesse to anoint the future heir to the throne of Israel, he bypassed all the first seven sons and chose the last! "God looks at the heart and not at the appearance of a man" he declared (1 Samuel 16:7). David's heart was like a compass looking for true north - it pointed to God. Matthew's heart must have yearned for God, even though he dare not show his face in a synagogue - the Jewish house of prayer and the study of Torah - God's law. When Jesus saw Matthew sitting at his tax office - no doubt counting his day's profit - Jesus spoke only two words - "follow me". Those two words changed Matthew from a self-serving profiteer to a God-serving apostle who would bring the treasures of God's kingdom to the poor and needy.

John Chrysostom, the great 5th century church father, describes Matthew's calling: "Why did Jesus not call Matthew at the same time as he called Peter and John and the rest? He came to each one at a particular time when he knew that they would respond to him. He came at a different time to call Matthew when he was assured that Matthew would surrender to his call. Similarly, he called Paul at a different time when he was vulnerable, after the resurrection, something like a hunter going after his quarry. For he who is acquainted with our inmost hearts and knows the secrets of our minds knows when each one of us is ready to respond fully. Therefore he did not call them all together at the beginning, when Matthew was still in a hardened condition. Rather, only after countless miracles, after his fame spread abroad, did he call Matthew. He knew Matthew had been softened for full responsiveness."

Jesus- the divine physician
When the Pharisees challenged Jesus' unorthodox behavior in eating with public sinners, Jesus' defense was quite simple. A doctor doesn't need to visit healthy people - instead he goes to those who are sick. Jesus likewise sought out those in the greatest need. A true physician seeks healing of the whole person - body, mind, and spirit. Jesus came as the divine physician and good shepherd to care for his people and to restore them to wholeness of life. The orthodox were so preoccupied with their own practice of religion that they neglected to help the very people who needed spiritual care. Their religion was selfish because they didn't want to have anything to do with people not like themselves. Jesus stated his mission in unequivocal terms: I came not to call the righteous, but to call sinners. Ironically the orthodox were as needy as those they despised. All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).

On more than one occasion Jesus quoted the saying from the prophet Hosea: For I desire mercy and not sacrifice (Hosea 6:6). Do you thank the Lord Jesus for the great mercy he has shown to you? And do you show mercy to your neighbor as well?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, our Savior, let us now come to you: Our hearts are cold; Lord, warm them with your selfless love. Our hearts are sinful; cleanse them with your precious blood. Our hearts are weak; strengthen them with your joyous Spirit. Our hearts are empty; fill them with your divine presence. Lord Jesus, our hearts are yours; possess them always and only for yourself. (Prayer of Augustine, 354-430)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 5, 2025

Saturday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Genesis 27:1-5, 15-29

When Isaac was so old that his eyesight had failed him,
 he called his older son Esau and said to him, "Son!"
 "Yes father!" he replied.
 Isaac then said, "As you can see, I am so old
 that I may now die at any time.
 Take your gear, therefore–your quiver and bow–
 and go out into the country to hunt some game for me.
 With your catch prepare an appetizing dish for me, such as I like,
 and bring it to me to eat,
 so that I may give you my special blessing before I die."

Rebekah had been listening
 while Isaac was speaking to his son Esau.
 So, when Esau went out into the country
 to hunt some game for his father,
 Rebekah [then] took the best clothes of her older son Esau
 that she had in the house,
 and gave them to her younger son Jacob to wear;
 and with the skins of the kids she covered up his hands
 and the hairless parts of his neck.
 Then she handed her son Jacob the appetizing dish
 and the bread she had prepared.

Bringing them to his father, Jacob said, "Father!"
 "Yes?" replied Isaac. "Which of my sons are you?"
 Jacob answered his father: "I am Esau, your first-born.
 I did as you told me.
 Please sit up and eat some of my game,
 so that you may give me your special blessing."
 But Isaac asked, "How did you succeed so quickly, son?"
 He answered,
 "The LORD, your God, let things turn out well with me."
 Isaac then said to Jacob,
 "Come closer, son, that I may feel you,
 to learn whether you really are my son Esau or not."
 So Jacob moved up closer to his father.
 When Isaac felt him, he said,
 "Although the voice is Jacob's, the hands are Esau's."
 (He failed to identify him because his hands were hairy,
 like those of his brother Esau;
 so in the end he gave him his blessing.)
 Again he asked Jacob, "Are you really my son Esau?"
 "Certainly," Jacob replied.
 Then Isaac said, "Serve me your game, son, that I may eat of it
 and then give you my blessing."
 Jacob served it to him, and Isaac ate;
 he brought him wine, and he drank.

Finally his father Isaac said to Jacob,
 "Come closer, son, and kiss me."
 As Jacob went up and kissed him,
 Isaac smelled the fragrance of his clothes.
 With that, he blessed him saying,

"Ah, the fragrance of my son
 is like the fragrance of a field
 that the LORD has blessed!

"May God give to you
 of the dew of the heavens
 And of the fertility of the earth
 abundance of grain and wine.

"Let peoples serve you,
 and nations pay you homage;
 Be master of your brothers,
 and may your mother's sons bow down to you.
 Cursed be those who curse you,
 and blessed be those who bless you."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 135:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6

R.(3a) Praise the Lord for the Lord is good!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Praise the name of the LORD;
 Praise, you servants of the LORD
 Who stand in the house of the LORD,
 in the courts of the house of our God.

R. Praise the Lord for the Lord is good!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good;
 sing praise to his name, which we love;
 For the LORD has chosen Jacob for himself,
 Israel for his own possession.

R. Praise the Lord for the Lord is good!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

For I know that the LORD is great;
 our LORD is greater than all gods.
 All that the LORD wills he does
 in heaven and on earth,
 in the seas and in all the deeps.

R. Praise the Lord for the Lord is good!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 10:27

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;
 I know them, and they follow me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 9:14-17

The disciples of John approached Jesus and said,
 "Why do we and the Pharisees fast much,
 but your disciples do not fast?"
 Jesus answered them, "Can the wedding guests mourn
 as long as the bridegroom is with them?
 The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them,
 and then they will fast.
 No one patches an old cloak with a piece of unshrunken cloth,
 for its fullness pulls away from the cloak and the tear gets worse.
 People do not put new wine into old wineskins.
 Otherwise the skins burst, the wine spills out, and the skins are ruined.
 Rather, they pour new wine into fresh wineskins, and both are preserved."

Optional Memorial of Saint Elizabeth of Portugal [In the Dioceses of the United States]

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Those Who Work for the Underprivileged, #737-742.



Reading 1

1 John 3:14-18

Beloved:
 We know that we have passed from death to life
 because we love our brothers.
 Whoever does not love remains in death.
 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer,
 and you know that anyone who is a murderer
 does not have eternal life remaining in him.
 The way we came to know love
 was that he laid down his life for us;
 so we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.
 If someone who has worldly means
 sees a brother in need and refuses him compassion,
 how can the love of God remain in him?
 Children, let us love not in word or speech
 but in deed and truth.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9

R. (1) Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Blessed the man who fears the LORD,
 who greatly delights in his commands.
 His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth;
 the upright generation shall be blessed.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Wealth and riches shall be in his house;
 his generosity shall endure forever.
 Light shines through the darkness for the upright;
 he is gracious and merciful and just.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Well for the man who is gracious and lends,
 who conducts his affairs with justice;
 He shall never be moved;
 the just one shall be in everlasting remembrance.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

An evil report he shall not fear.
 His heart is firm, trusting in the LORD.
 His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear
 till he looks down upon his foes.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Lavishly he gives to the poor,
 his generosity shall endure forever;
 his horn shall be exalted in glory.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 25:31-46

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
 and all the angels with him,
 he will sit upon his glorious throne,
 and all the nations will be assembled before him.
 And he will separate them one from another,
 as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
 He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
 Then the king will say to those on his right,
 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father.
 Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
 For I was hungry and you gave me food,
 I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
 a stranger and you welcomed me,
 naked and you clothed me,
 ill and you cared for me,
 in prison and you visited me.'
 Then the righteous will answer him and say,
 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
 or thirsty and give you drink?
 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
 or naked and clothe you?
 When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?'
 And the king will say to them in reply,
 'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did
 for these least brothers of mine, you did for me.'
 Then he will say to those on his left,
 'Depart from me, you accursed,
 into the eternal fire prepared for the Devil and his angels.
 For I was hungry and you gave me no food,
 I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,
 a stranger and you gave me no welcome,
 naked and you gave me no clothing,
 ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.'
 Then they will answer and say,
 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty
 or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison,
 and not minister to your needs?'
 He will answer them, 'Amen, I say to you,
 what you did not do for one of these least ones,
 you did not do for me.'
 And these will go off to eternal punishment,
 but the righteous to eternal life."

Or
 Matthew 25:31-40

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
 and all the angels with him,
 he will sit upon his glorious throne,
 and all the nations will be assembled before him.
 And he will separate them one from another,
 as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
 He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
 Then the king will say to those on his right,
 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father.
 Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
 For I was hungry and you gave me food,
 I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
 a stranger and you welcomed me,
 naked and you clothed me,
 ill and you cared for me,
 in prison and you visited me.'
 Then the righteous will answer him and say,
 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
 or thirsty and give you drink?
 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
 or naked and clothe you?
 When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?'
 And the king will say to them in reply,
 'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did
 for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.'"

Optional Memorial of Saint Anthony Mary Zaccaria, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Teachers, or For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

2 Timothy 1:13-14; 2:1-3

Beloved:
 Take as your norm the sound words that you heard from me,
 in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.
 Guard this rich trust with the help of the Holy Spirit
 who dwells within us.

My child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
 And what you heard from me through many witnesses
 entrust to faithful people
 who will have the ability to teach others as well.
 Bear your share of hardship along with me
 like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6

R. (40:5a) Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. (2a) Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. (92:13-14) The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Blessed the man who follows not
 the counsel of the wicked
 Nor walks in the way of sinners,
 nor sits in the company of the insolent,
 But delights in the law of the LORD
 and meditates on his law day and night.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

He is like a tree
 planted near running water,
 That yields its fruit in due season,
 and whose leaves never fade.
 Whatever he does, prospers.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Not so, the wicked, not so;
 they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
 For the LORD watches over the way of the just,
 but the way of the wicked vanishes.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 10:13-16

People were bringing children to Jesus that he might touch them,
 but the disciples rebuked them.
 When Jesus saw this he became indignant and said to them,
 "Let the children come to me; do not prevent them,
 for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.
 Amen, I say to you,
 whoever does not accept the Kingdom of God like a child
 will not enter it."
 Then he embraced them and blessed them,
 placing his hands on them.

Reflection
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Saturday (July 5):  The Day Will Come When They Will FastMeditation: Which comes first, fasting or feasting? The disciples of John the Baptist were upset with Jesus' disciples because they did not fast. Fasting was one of the three most important religious duties, along with prayer and almsgiving. Jesus gave a simple explanation. There's a time for fasting and a time for feasting (or celebrating). To walk as a disciple with Jesus is to experience a whole new joy of relationship akin to the joy of the wedding party in celebrating with the groom and bride their wedding bliss.

A time to rejoice and a time to mourn
But there also comes a time when the Lord's disciples must bear the cross of affliction and purification. For the disciple there is both a time for rejoicing in the Lord's presence and celebrating his goodness and a time for seeking the Lord with humility and fasting and for mourning over sin. Do you take joy in the Lord's presence with you and do you express sorrow and contrition for your sins?

The closed mind that refuses to learn
Jesus goes on to warn his disciples about the problem of the "closed mind" that refuses to learn new things. Jesus used an image familiar to his audience - new and old wineskins. In Jesus' times, wine was stored in wineskins, not bottles. New wine poured into skins was still fermenting. The gases exerted gave pressure. New wine skins were elastic enough to take the pressure, but old wine skins easily burst because they had become hard and had lost their ability to expand and stretch. What did Jesus mean by this comparison? Are we to reject the old in place of the new?

Treasuring the old and new wine of the Holy Spirit
Just as there is a right place and a right time for fasting and for feasting, so there is a right place for the old as well as the new. Jesus says the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old (Matthew 13:52). How impoverished we would be if we only had the Old Testament or the New Testament books of the Bible, rather than both. The Lord gives us wisdom so we can make the best use of both the old and the new. He doesn't want us to hold rigidly to the past and to be resistant to the new work of his Holy Spirit in our lives. He wants our minds and hearts to be like new wine skins - open and ready to receive the new wine of the Holy Spirit. Are you eager to grow in the knowledge and understanding of God's word and plan for your life?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit, that I may grow in the knowledge of your great love and truth. Help me to seek you earnestly in prayer and fasting that I may turn away from sin and willfulness and conform my life more fully to your will. May I always find joy in knowing, loving, and serving you.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 6, 2025

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Isaiah 66:10-14c

Thus says the LORD:
 Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad because of her,
 all you who love her;
 exult, exult with her,
 all you who were mourning over her!
 Oh, that you may suck fully
 of the milk of her comfort,
 that you may nurse with delight
 at her abundant breasts!
 For thus says the LORD:
 Lo, I will spread prosperity over Jerusalem like a river,
 and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing torrent.
 As nurslings, you shall be carried in her arms,
 and fondled in her lap;
 as a mother comforts her child,
 so will I comfort you;
 in Jerusalem you shall find your comfort.

 When you see this, your heart shall rejoice
 and your bodies flourish like the grass;
 the LORD's power shall be known to his servants.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20

R. (1) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

Shout joyfully to God, all the earth,
 sing praise to the glory of his name;
 proclaim his glorious praise.
 Say to God, "How tremendous are your deeds!"

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

"Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you,
 sing praise to your name!"
 Come and see the works of God,
 his tremendous deeds among the children of Adam.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

He has changed the sea into dry land;
 through the river they passed on foot;
 therefore let us rejoice in him.
 He rules by his might forever.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare
 what he has done for me.
 Blessed be God who refused me not
 my prayer or his kindness!

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

Reading 2

Galatians 6:14-18

Brothers and sisters:
 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 through which the world has been crucified to me,
 and I to the world.
 For neither does circumcision mean anything, nor does uncircumcision,
 but only a new creation.
 Peace and mercy be to all who follow this rule
 and to the Israel of God.

From now on, let no one make troubles for me;
 for I bear the marks of Jesus on my body.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit,
 brothers and sisters. Amen.

Alleluia

Colossians 3:15a, 16a

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Let the peace of Christ control your hearts;
 let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

At that time the Lord appointed seventy-two others
 whom he sent ahead of him in pairs
 to every town and place he intended to visit.
 He said to them,
 "The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few;
 so ask the master of the harvest
 to send out laborers for his harvest.
 Go on your way;
 behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves.
 Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals;
 and greet no one along the way.
 Into whatever house you enter, first say,
 'Peace to this household.'
 If a peaceful person lives there,
 your peace will rest on him;
 but if not, it will return to you.
 Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to you,
 for the laborer deserves his payment.
 Do not move about from one house to another.
 Whatever town you enter and they welcome you,
 eat what is set before you,
 cure the sick in it and say to them,
 'The kingdom of God is at hand for you.'
 Whatever town you enter and they do not receive you,
 go out into the streets and say,
 'The dust of your town that clings to our feet,
 even that we shake off against you.'
 Yet know this: the kingdom of God is at hand.
 I tell you,
 it will be more tolerable for Sodom on that day than for that town."

The seventy-two returned rejoicing, and said,
 "Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of your name."
 Jesus said, "I have observed Satan fall like lightning from the sky.
 Behold, I have given you the power to 'tread upon serpents' and scorpions
 and upon the full force of the enemy and nothing will harm you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice because the spirits are subject to you,
 but rejoice because your names are written in heaven."

or 
 Luke 10:1-9

At that time the Lord appointed seventy-two others
 whom he sent ahead of him in pairs
 to every town and place he intended to visit.
 He said to them,
 "The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few;
 so ask the master of the harvest
 to send out laborers for his harvest.
 Go on your way;
 behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves.
 Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals;
 and greet no one along the way.
 Into whatever house you enter, first say,
 'Peace to this household.'
 If a peaceful person lives there,
 your peace will rest on him;
 but if not, it will return to you.
 Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to you,
 for the laborer deserves his payment.
 Do not move about from one house to another.
 Whatever town you enter and they welcome you,
 eat what is set before you,
 cure the sick in it and say to them,
 'The kingdom of God is at hand for you.'"

Reflection
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14th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Cycle C 

 
 Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Isaiah 66:10-14c 

 
 The prophets of Israel were not merely men who predicted future events. They were the religious leaders and teachers of the Israelites. They themselves regarded their mission in this light. They wished, above all, to be “men of God,” and to bring God to their people and their people to God. The Hebrew word for prophet, nabi, bears out this interpretation; it means “speaker”: One who speaks God’s words. According to Deuteronomy 18:16, a prophet is one who is raised up to take the place of God as regards the people. In other places he is called the messenger, the servant, the interpreter of God, and also “one who stands in the counsel of God.”  
   
 Today we hear the words of the greatest of the Old Covenant prophets – Isaiah; greatness being determined by the length of his recorded works. In this reading Isaiah speaks of the final judgment and the purified and joyful Jerusalem. All children of God nurse at the breast of Jerusalem – an image that beautifully portrays universal peace, contentment, and love. Slowly the image changes and God takes the place of Jerusalem – fondling, comforting, and nursing His children.  
   
 10 Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad because of her, all you who love her; Exult, exult with her, all you who were mourning over her! 11 Oh, that you may suck fully of the milk of her comfort, That you may nurse with delight at her abundant breasts! 12 For thus says the LORD: Lo, I will spread prosperity   
   
 In Hebrew, “shalom”  
   
 over her like a river, and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing torrent. As nurslings, you shall be carried in her arms, and fondled in her lap;   
   
 See 1 Peter 2:2 for similar thought.  
   
 13 As a mother comforts her son, so will I comfort you; in Jerusalem you shall find your comfort. 14abc When you see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bodies flourish like the grass; The LORD’S power shall be known to his servants. 

 

2nd Reading - Galatians 6:14-18 

 
 Judaizing preachers from Jerusalem had raised havoc in the various new Christian congregations which Paul had founded.  For the most part these communities were composed of converts from paganism. The Judaizers had succeeded in seducing many leading members of the Galatian community to submit to circumcision and other Jewish rites. These false teachers succeeded all the more easily because uncircumcised Christians were persecuted by Pagans and Jews alike, whereas the circumcised, being regarded as Jews, enjoyed comparative peace. Besides, they made the Galatian Christians believe that the observance of the Mosaic Law was something very pleasing to God. After all, who was Paul? He had not lived with Jesus, had not enjoyed the privilege of His teaching, but had taken up the preaching of the Gospel long after Jesus’ death.  
   
 Paul responded in about A.D. 54 with his epistle to the Galatians.  Today we hear the conclusion of this writing.  
   
 14    [M]ay I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
   
 The Judaizers boasted of their circumcision but Paul points out in verse 12 that the only reason to be circumcised is to avoid persecution. Instead of self-reliance, Saint Paul preaches dependence on the grace and favor of God and if it were not for the cross, Christianity would not exist.  
   
 through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.   
   
 Through the historic event of Calvary, the realization of the Father’s plan of salvation for humanity came into being. The one perfect sacrifice has opened heaven and our sins can now be forgiven and forgotten. We are no longer slaves of God but are instead His sons and daughters.  
   
 15    For neither does circumcision mean anything,   
   
 This echoes the sentiment of Galatians 5:6 and 1 Corinthians 7:18-19.  
   
 nor does uncircumcision, but only a new creation.   
   
 Baptism washes away the old self and makes us a new creation.  
   
 “Paul also mentions a new creation in his letter to the Corinthians. ... The strict meaning of ‘new creation’ is the transformation of all things which will occur after the resurrection from the dead. For then the creation will be freed from sin’s burden and redeemed. Paul demonstrates that saving baptism is an image of things to come. In it we put off the old nature and put on the new. And we, ridding ourselves of sin’s burden, receive the grace of the Spirit. Yet neither the most holy baptism nor the life to come recognizes any difference between circumcision and uncircumcision. By ‘world’ he means the affairs of life – honor, glory and wealth. To these he declares himself dead.” [Theodoret of Cyr (ca. A.D. 450), Interpretation of the Fourteen Epistles of Paul, On Galatians 6:15]  
   
 16    Peace and mercy be to all who follow this rule and to the Israel of God.   
   
 The Christian people of God are the new “offspring of Abraham.” As such we inherit what has been promised to them. See Romans 9:6-8.  
   
 17    From now on, let no one make troubles for me; for I bear the marks of Jesus on my body.   
   
 The Greek stigmata did not mean what the word often means in English today. Paul had suffered so much from illness (Galatians 4:13; 2 Corinthians 12:7), floggings (2 Corinthians 11:25), beasts (1 Corinthians 15:32), and affliction (2 Corinthians 1:8) for Christ’s sake that he could speak of the evidence of such suffering as “brands” marking him forever as the “servant of Christ Jesus” (Galatians 1:10; Romans 1:1). In antiquity stigmata often designated the branding used to mark a slave or an animal as someone’s possession. Of such “marks” in the flesh Paul gladly boasts to those who try to glory in a different mark in the flesh (circumcision).  
   
 “Anyone who after Christ’s coming is circumcised in the flesh does not carry the marks of the Lord Jesus. Rather, he glories in his own confusion. But the one who was flogged beyond what the law required, frequently was in prison, was beaten three times with rods, was once stoned and suffered all the other things that are written in his catalog of boasting (2 Corinthians 11:23-29) – this is the one who carries on his body the marks of the Lord Jesus. Perhaps also the ascetic today who keeps his body under control and subjects it to servitude so that he will not appear reprobate as he preaches to others may in some way carry the marks of the Lord Jesus on his own body.” [Saint Jerome (A.D. 386), Commentaries on the Epistle to the Galatians 3,6,17]  
   
 18    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers [and sisters]. Amen. 

 

Gospel - Luke 10:1-12,17-20 

 
 Last week we heard of the cost of discipleship and how one must constantly keep their eye on the goal and not look back. Today we hear of the mission of the 72.  
   
 {Hearing the gospel today is like sitting in on a very important business meeting. It seems we are listening to a sales manager giving orders to his staff as they get ready to set out on a new sales campaign. Actually, it is Jesus preparing His staff of seventy-two for their first great missionary journey – a kind of sales job. His instructions, practical and specific, would be a good program for any endeavor:  
 1)    Stay focused on the project at hand; allow no distractions.  
 2)    Remember, you do not work alone; God is with you.  
 3)    Pray and trust in God’s help.  
 4)    Stay alert at all times. Pay attention.  
 5)    Value your product, because it is important.  
 6)    Carefully discern when it is time to speak, time to be still.  
 7)    If people are closed to you, you are wasting your time; move on.            
 8)    Even then, leave a seed behind to take root and bear fruit later.  
 9)    Remember, Christ will do the follow-up work; you prepare the way  
 10)    Pray for more workers; that’s an essential part of the plan.}  
   
 Good sales manager that He is, Jesus also provides His workers with some information about the competition. There will be “snakes and scorpions,” he warns them, using imaginative language to picture the obstacles they will have to overcome. Because He has prepared them so well, however, they have nothing to fear from any competitor. His sales crew is ready for the challenge.  
   
 In one way or another, aren’t we all members of Jesus’ sales crew? Haven’t we all been commissioned to “sell” the Good News to others? By word and example, by attitudes and behavior, aren’t we continually telling the world about our “product”? Let’s look again at Jesus’ instructions; they might be exactly what we need to be successful at home, in volunteer work, in our parish, and at our jobs. It’s worth a try. (Taken from Bible & Liturgy Sunday Bulletin, The Liturgical Press, 1995)  
   
 10:1 After this the Lord appointed seventy (-two) others  
   
 In addition to the Twelve. Trustworthy ancient manuscripts support either 70 or 72. The Old Testament text behind the number seems to be Genesis 10:2-31, the table of the nations of the world: the Masoretic text of which reads 70 while the Septuagint has 72. In any case, Luke roots the universal mission of his church in the ministry of Jesus.  
   
 whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he intended to visit.   
   
 Three reasons are involved in sending them forth in pairs:   
 1)    mutual support;   
 2)    bearing witness to the truth of their testimony (Deuteronomy 19:15); and 3) living embodiment of the gospel of peace (see verses 5 & 6).   
 The most famous pair in the history of the Church were Paul and Barnabas.  
   
 2    He said to them, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.   
   
 The same saying occurs in Matthew 9:37-38 just before the call of the twelve.  
   
 3    Go on your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves.  
   
 The image shifts from reapers to animals. The missionaries may be defenseless before hostile people, but the Christian mission inaugurates a new era of peace and reconciliation in which the lamb will lie down with the wolf (see Isaiah 11:6; 65:25).  
   
 4    Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals;  
   
 See Luke 9:3 where the apostles are given similar instructions.  
   
 and greet no one along the way.   
   
 This suggests the urgency of the situation that will face the disciples: not even ordinary greetings should deter them (see 2 Kings 4:29).   
   
 5    Into whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this household.’   
   
 This is the peace that the Lucan gospel associates with the salvation being brought by Christ.  
   
 6    If a peaceful person lives there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to you, for the laborer deserves his payment.   
   
 This saying is quoted in 1 Timothy 5:18 as “scripture” but I can find it nowhere in the Old Testament.  
   
 Do not move about from one house to another.   
   
 Be satisfied with what is offered – do not shop around.   
   
 8    Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat what is set before you,   
   
 Dietary laws have no force anymore (see 1 Corinthians 10:27; Acts 10:25).  
   
 9    cure the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God is at hand for you.’   
   
 It was brought near in the coming of Jesus and is brought even nearer as the missionaries preach and cure the sick and thus extend His activity.  
   
 10    Whatever town you enter and they do not receive you, go out into the streets and say, 11 ‘The dust of your town that clings to our feet, even that we shake off against you.’  
   
 A gesture of repudiation – the town isn’t even worth carrying dust from it.  
   
 Yet know this: the kingdom of God is at hand. 12 I tell you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom on that day than for that town.   
   
 See Genesis 19. Sodom didn’t have the opportunity for repentance that is being offered to these towns.  
   
 17    The seventy (-two) returned rejoicing, and said, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of your name.”   
   
 Recall Jesus’ power over the demons in Galilee (Luke 8:26-39) and the power Jesus gave the twelve in Luke 9:1-2. The seventy-two disciples share this same authority.  
   
 18    Jesus said, AI have observed Satan fall like lightning from the sky.   
   
 Satan is found at times in the Old Testament in the throne room of Yahweh arguing like a prosecuting attorney against the true welfare of God’s people (Job 2:1ff; Zechariah 3:1ff). The fall of Satan (see Isaiah 14:12) is a symbolic way of telling the disciples of the effect of their mission.  
   
 19    Behold, I have given you the power  
   
 The gift has permanent value as the powers of evil are continually attacked and overcome.  
   
 ‘to tread upon serpents’ and scorpions   
   
 Not only well-known sources of physical evil, but Old Testament symbols of all kinds of evil.   
   
 and upon the full force of the enemy and nothing will harm you.   
   
 In Acts Luke frequently narrates how the Lord Jesus rescued His missionaries from the forces of destruction (Acts 28:1-6).  
   
 20    Nevertheless, do not rejoice because the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”  
   
 Look to the real reward and avoid overemphasizing the external wonders (1 Corinthians 12). 
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Sunday (July 6):  Pray the Lord to Send out Laborers into His HarvestMeditation: What kind of harvest does the Lord Jesus want us to reap today for his kingdom of truth, light, and righteousness? When Jesus commissioned seventy of his disciples to go on mission, he gave them a vision of a vast field that is ready to be harvested for the kingdom of God. Jesus frequently used the image of a harvest to convey the coming of God's reign on earth. The harvest is the fruition of much labor and growth - beginning with the sowing of seeds, then growth to maturity, and finally the reaping of fruit for the harvest.

God's word grows like a seed within us
In like manner, the word of God is sown in the hearts of receptive men and women who hear his word, accept it with trust and obedience, and then share the abundant fruit of God's word in their life with others. The harvest Jesus had in mind was not only the gathering in of the people of Israel, but all the peoples (and nations) of the world. John the Evangelist tells us that " God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16).

Be a sower of God's word of peace and mercy
What does Jesus mean when he says his disciples must be " lambs in the midst of wolves" ? The prophet Isaiah foretold a time when wolves and lambs will dwell in peace (Isaiah 11:6 and 65:25). This certainly refers to the second coming of the Lord Jesus when all will be united under the Lordship of Jesus after he has put down all of his enemies and established the full reign of God over all the heavens and the earth. In the meantime, the disciples must expect opposition and persecution from those who would oppose the Gospel. Jesus came to set us free from the power of sin, Satan, and death by laying down his life for us as our sacrificial lamb (John 1:29), to atone for our sins and the sins of the world. We, in turn, must be willing to offer our lives with gratitude and humble service for our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are called to speak and witness in God's name
What is the significance of Jesus appointing seventy disciples to the ministry of the word? Seventy was a significant number in biblical times. Moses chose seventy elders to help him in the task of leading the people through the wilderness. The Jewish Sanhedrin, the governing council for the nation of Israel, was composed of seventy members. In Jesus' times seventy was held to be the number of nations throughout the world. Jesus commissioned the seventy to a two-fold task - to speak in his name and to act with his power.

Jesus gave his disciples instructions for how they were to carry out their ministry. They must go and serve others without guile (free of deceit and craftiness), full of charity (selfless giving in love for the good of others), peace, and simplicity. They must give their full attention to the proclamation of God's kingdom and not be diverted by other lesser things. They must travel light - only take what was essential and leave behind whatever would distract them - in order to concentrate on the task of speaking the word of the God. They must do their work, not for what they can get out of it, but for what they can give freely to others, without expecting reward or payment. "Poverty of spirit" frees us from greed and preoccupation with possessions and makes ample room for God's provision. The Lord Jesus wants his disciples to be dependent on him and not on themselves.

Jesus ends his instructions with a warning: If people reject God's invitation and refuse his word, then they bring condemnation on themselves. When God gives us his word there comes with it the great responsibility to respond. Indifference will not do. We are either for or against God in how we respond to his word.

Our true source of joy comes from God who saves us
Why does Jesus tell his disciples to not take joy in their own successes, even spiritual ones? Jesus makes clear that the true source of joy is God, and God alone (he created us in his own image and likeness - Genesis 1:26-27). Regardless of the circumstances, in good times and bad times, in success or loss, God always assures us of victory in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:57). Jesus assures his disciples that he has all power over evil, including power over Satan and the evil spirits or fallen angels who conspire against us. Scripture tells us that Jesus came into the world to overthrow the evil one (John 12:31). We, too, as disciples of the Lord Jesus have been given spiritual authority and power for overcoming the works of darkness and evil (1 John 2:13-14).

God gives us his life-giving word that we may have abundant life and joy in him. He wills to work in and through each one of us for his own glory. God shares his all-powerful word with us and he commissions us to speak it boldly and plainly to others. Do you witness the truth and joy of the Gospel by word and example to those around you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may the joy and truth of the Gospel transform my life that I may witness it to those around me. Grant that I may spread your truth and merciful love wherever I go.
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July 7, 2025

Monday of the Fourteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Genesis 28:10-22a

Jacob departed from Beer-sheba and proceeded toward Haran.
 When he came upon a certain shrine, as the sun had already set,
 he stopped there for the night.
 Taking one of the stones at the shrine, he put it under his head
 and lay down to sleep at that spot.
 Then he had a dream: a stairway rested on the ground,
 with its top reaching to the heavens;
 and God's messengers were going up and down on it.
 And there was the LORD standing beside him and saying:
 "I, the LORD, am the God of your forefather Abraham
 and the God of Isaac;
 the land on which you are lying
 I will give to you and your descendants.
 These shall be as plentiful as the dust of the earth,
 and through them you shall spread out east and west, north and south.
 In you and your descendants
 all the nations of the earth shall find blessing.
 Know that I am with you;
 I will protect you wherever you go,
 and bring you back to this land.
 I will never leave you until I have done what I promised you."

When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he exclaimed,
 "Truly, the LORD is in this spot, although I did not know it!"
 In solemn wonder he cried out: "How awesome is this shrine!
 This is nothing else but an abode of God,
 and that is the gateway to heaven!"
 Early the next morning Jacob took the stone
 that he had put under his head,
 set it up as a memorial stone, and poured oil on top of it.
 He called the site Bethel,
 whereas the former name of the town had been Luz.

Jacob then made this vow: "If God remains with me,
 to protect me on this journey I am making
 and to give me enough bread to eat and clothing to wear,
 and I come back safe to my father's house, the LORD shall be my God.
 This stone that I have set up as a memorial stone shall be God's abode."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-15ab

R.(see 2b) In you, my God, I place my trust.

You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High,
 who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
 Say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress,
 my God, in whom I trust."

R. In you, my God, I place my trust.

For he will rescue you from the snare of the fowler,
 from the destroying pestilence.
 With his pinions he will cover you,
 and under his wings you shall take refuge.

R. In you, my God, I place my trust.

Because he clings to me, I will deliver him;
 I will set him on high because he acknowledges my name.
 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him;
 I will be with him in distress.

R. In you, my God, I place my trust.

Alleluia

See 2 Timothy 1:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death
 and brought life to light through the Gospel.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 9:18-26

While Jesus was speaking, an official came forward,
 knelt down before him, and said,
 ""My daughter has just died.
 But come, lay your hand on her, and she will live.""
 Jesus rose and followed him, and so did his disciples.
 A woman suffering hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him
 and touched the tassel on his cloak.
 She said to herself, ""If only I can touch his cloak, I shall be cured.""
 Jesus turned around and saw her, and said,
 ""Courage, daughter! Your faith has saved you.""
 And from that hour the woman was cured.

When Jesus arrived at the official's house
 and saw the flute players and the crowd who were making a commotion,
 he said, ""Go away! The girl is not dead but sleeping.""
 And they ridiculed him.
 When the crowd was put out, he came and took her by the hand,
 and the little girl arose.
 And news of this spread throughout all that land.

Reflection
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Monday (July 7):  Take Heart, Your Faith Has Made You WellMeditation: Do you take your troubles to the Lord with expectant faith and confidence in his help? People in desperate or helpless circumstances were not disappointed when they sought Jesus out. What drew them to Jesus? Was it hope for a miracle or a word of comfort in their affliction? What did the elderly woman who had suffered greatly for twelve years expect Jesus to do for her? And what did a grieving father expect Jesus to do about his lost beloved daughter?

Words of hope directed to God
Jesus gave hope where there seemed to be no human cause for it because his hope was directed to God. He spoke words of hope to the woman ( Take heart, daughter! ) to ignite the spark of faith in her ( your faith has made you well! ). And he also gave divine hope to a father who had just lost a beloved child.

It took considerable courage and risk for the ruler of a synagogue to openly go to Jesus and to invite the scorn of his neighbors and kin. Even the hired mourners laughed at him in scorn. Their grief was devoid of any hope. Nonetheless, Jesus took the girl by the hand and delivered her from the grasp of death. In both instances we see Jesus' personal concern for the needs of others and his readiness to heal and restore life.

The infinite love of God
In Jesus we see the infinite love of God extending to each and every individual as he gives freely and wholly of himself to each person he meets. Do you approach the Lord with confident expectation that he will hear your request and act?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you love each of us individually with a unique and personal love. Touch my life with your saving power, heal and restore me to fullness of life. Help me to give wholly of myself in loving service to others.
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July 8, 2025

Tuesday of the Fourteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Genesis 32:23-33

In the course of the night, Jacob arose, took his two wives,
 with the two maidservants and his eleven children,
 and crossed the ford of the Jabbok.
 After he had taken them across the stream
 and had brought over all his possessions,
 Jacob was left there alone.
 Then some man wrestled with him until the break of dawn.
 When the man saw that he could not prevail over him,
 he struck Jacob’s hip at its socket,
 so that the hip socket was wrenched as they wrestled.
 The man then said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.”
 But Jacob said, “I will not let you go until you bless me.”
 The man asked, “What is your name?”
 He answered, “Jacob.”
 Then the man said,
 “You shall no longer be spoken of as Jacob, but as Israel,
 because you have contended with divine and human beings
 and have prevailed.”
 Jacob then asked him, “Do tell me your name, please.”
 He answered, “Why should you want to know my name?”
 With that, he bade him farewell.
 Jacob named the place Peniel,
 “Because I have seen God face to face,” he said,
 “yet my life has been spared.”

At sunrise, as he left Penuel,
 Jacob limped along because of his hip.
 That is why, to this day, the children of Israel do not eat
 the sciatic muscle that is on the hip socket,
 inasmuch as Jacob’s hip socket was struck at the sciatic muscle.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b and 15

R. (15a) In justice, I shall behold your face, O Lord.

Hear, O LORD, a just suit;
 attend to my outcry;
 hearken to my prayer from lips without deceit.

R. In justice, I shall behold your face, O Lord.

From you let my judgment come;
 your eyes behold what is right.
 Though you test my heart, searching it in the night,
 though you try me with fire, you shall find no malice in me.

R. In justice, I shall behold your face, O Lord.

I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God;
 incline your ear to me; hear my word.
 Show your wondrous mercies,
 O savior of those who flee from their foes.

R. In justice, I shall behold your face, O Lord.

Hide me in the shadow of your wings.
 I in justice shall behold your face;
 on waking, I shall be content in your presence. 

R. In justice, I shall behold your face, O Lord.

Alleluia

John 10:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my sheep, and mine know me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 9:32-38

A demoniac who could not speak was brought to Jesus,
 and when the demon was driven out the mute man spoke.
 The crowds were amazed and said,
 “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”
 But the Pharisees said,
 “He drives out demons by the prince of demons.”

Jesus went around to all the towns and villages,
 teaching in their synagogues,
 proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom,
 and curing every disease and illness.
 At the sight of the crowds, his heart was moved with pity for them
 because they were troubled and abandoned,
 like sheep without a shepherd.
 Then he said to his disciples,
 “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few;
 so ask the master of the harvest
 to send out laborers for his harvest.”

Reflection
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Tuesday (July 8):  Never Seen Anything like ThisMeditation: What help and hope can we give to someone who experiences chronic distress or some incurable disease of mind and body? Spiritual, emotional, and physical suffering often go hand in hand. Jesus was well acquainted with individuals who suffered intolerable affliction - whether physical, emotional, mental, or spiritual. A "dumb demoniac" was brought to Jesus by his friends with the hope that Jesus would set the troubled man free. These neighbors, no doubt, took pity on this man who had a double impediment. He had not only lost his ability to speak, but was also greatly disturbed in mind and spirit. This was no doubt due to the influence of evil spirits who tormented him day and night with thoughts of despair and hopeless abandonment by God.

Jesus brings freedom and healing
Jesus immediately set him free from the demon who tormented him and restored his ability to speak at the same time. This double miracle brought wonder to the crowds who watched in amazement. "Nothing like this had ever been done before in the land of Israel!" Whenever people approached Jesus with expectant faith, he set them free from whatever afflicted them - whether it be a disease of mind and body, a crippling burden of guilt and sin, a tormenting spirit or uncontrollable fear of harm.

How could Jesus' miracles cause both scorn and wonder at the same time from those who professed faith in God? Don't we often encounter the same reaction today, even in ourselves! The crowds looked with awe at the wonderful works which Jesus did, but the religious leaders attributed this same work to the power of the devil. They disbelieved because they refused to recognize Jesus as the Messiah . Their idea of religion was too narrow and closed to accept Jesus as the Anointed One sent by the Father "to set the captives free" (Isaiah 61:1; Matthew 11:5). They were too set in their own ways to change and they were too proud to submit to Jesus. They held too rigidly to the observances of their ritual laws while neglecting the more important duties of love of God and love of neighbor. The people, as a result, were spiritually adrift and hungry for God. Jesus met their need and gave them new faith and hope in God's saving help.

The Gospel brings new life and freedom
Whenever the Gospel is proclaimed God's kingdom is made manifest and new life and freedom is given to those who respond with faith. The Lord grants freedom to all who turn to him with trust. Do you bring your troubles to the Lord with expectant faith that he can set you free? The Lord invites us to pray that the work of the Gospel may spread throughout the world, so that all may find true joy and freedom in Jesus Christ.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your kingdom come to all who are oppressed and in darkness. Fill my heart with compassion for all who suffer mentally and physically. Use me to bring the good news of your saving grace and mercy to those around me who need your healing love and forgiveness.
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July 9, 2025

Wednesday of the Fourteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Genesis 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a

When hunger came to be felt throughout the land of Egypt
 and the people cried to Pharaoh for bread,
 Pharaoh directed all the Egyptians to go to Joseph
 and do whatever he told them.
 When the famine had spread throughout the land,
 Joseph opened all the cities that had grain
 and rationed it to the Egyptians,
 since the famine had gripped the land of Egypt.
 In fact, all the world came to Joseph to obtain rations of grain,
 for famine had gripped the whole world.

The sons of Israel were among those
 who came to procure rations.

It was Joseph, as governor of the country,
 who dispensed the rations to all the people.
 When Joseph's brothers came and knelt down before him
 with their faces to the ground,
 he recognized them as soon as he saw them.
 But Joseph concealed his own identity from them
 and spoke sternly to them.

With that, he locked them up in the guardhouse for three days.

On the third day Joseph said to his brothers:
 "Do this, and you shall live; for I am a God-fearing man.
 If you have been honest,
 only one of your brothers need be confined in this prison,
 while the rest of you may go
 and take home provisions for your starving families.
 But you must come back to me with your youngest brother.
 Your words will thus be verified, and you will not die."
 To this they agreed.
 To one another, however, they said:
 "Alas, we are being punished because of our brother.
 We saw the anguish of his heart when he pleaded with us,
 yet we paid no heed;
 that is why this anguish has now come upon us."
 Reuben broke in,
 "Did I not tell you not to do wrong to the boy?
 But you would not listen!
 Now comes the reckoning for his blood."
 The brothers did not know, of course,
 that Joseph understood what they said,
 since he spoke with them through an interpreter.
 But turning away from them, he wept.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19

R. (22) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

Give thanks to the LORD on the harp;
 with the ten-stringed lyre chant his praises.
 Sing to him a new song;
 pluck the strings skillfully, with shouts of gladness.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

The LORD brings to nought the plans of nations;
 he foils the designs of peoples.
 But the plan of the LORD stands forever;
 the design of his heart, through all generations.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

But see, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him,
 upon those who hope for his kindness,
 To deliver them from death
 and preserve them in spite of famine.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

Alleluia

Mark 1:15

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Kingdom of God is at hand:
 repent and believe in the Gospel.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 10:1-7

Jesus summoned his Twelve disciples
 and gave them authority over unclean spirits to drive them out
 and to cure every disease and every illness.
 The names of the Twelve Apostles are these:
 first, Simon called Peter, and his brother Andrew;
 James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John;
 Philip and Bartholomew,
 Thomas and Matthew the tax collector;
 James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddeus;
 Simon the Cananean, and Judas Iscariot
 who betrayed Jesus.

Jesus sent out these Twelve after instructing them thus,
 "Do not go into pagan territory or enter a Samaritan town.
 Go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
 As you go, make this proclamation: 'The Kingdom of heaven is at hand.'"

Optional Memorial of Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs (#713-718).



Reading 1

1 John 5:1-5

Beloved:
 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God,
 and everyone who loves the Father
 loves also the one begotten by him.
 In this way we know that we love the children of God
 when we love God and obey his commandments.
 For the love of God is this,
 that we keep his commandments.
 And his commandments are not burdensome,
 for whoever is begotten by God conquers the world.
 And the victory that conquers the world is our faith.
 Who indeed is the victor over the world
 but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those who sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Alleluia

2 Corinthians 1:3b-4a

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed be the Father of compassion and God of all encouragement,
 who encourages us in our every affliction.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 12:24-26

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Amen, amen, I say to you,
 unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
 it remains just a grain of wheat;
 but if it dies, it produces much fruit.
 Whoever loves his life loses it,
 and whoever hates his life in this world
 will preserve it for eternal life.
 Whoever serves me must follow me,
 and where I am, there also will my servant be.
 The Father will honor whoever serves me."

Reflection 
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Wednesday (July 9):  Jesus Gives His Disciples Authority to Heal and Set FreeMeditation: Do you believe in the life-changing power of the Gospel and experience its transforming effect in your life? The core of the Gospel message is quite simple: the kingdom (or reign) of God is very near! What is the kingdom of God? It is that society of men and women who know God's love and mercy, and who willingly obey and honor God as their Lord and King. In the prayer which Jesus gave to his disciples (the Lord's Prayer or Our Father ), he taught them to pray for God to reign in their daily lives and in the world around them: May your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven .

The power of the Gospel to heal and set free
When Jesus proclaimed the good news of God's kingdom he also demonstrated the power of the Gospel with supernatural signs and wonders. Jesus healed people who suffered physical, emotional, and mental illnesses. He freed people from spiritual bondage to sin and demonic powers. Jesus gave his disciples the same authority he had to heal and set people free from spiritual bondage.

The Gospel (which literally means "good news") which Jesus proclaimed is just as relevant and real today, the kingdom of heaven is at hand . If we believe in the Lord Jesus, the Word of God made flesh, and in the power of the Gospel, we will know and experience the freedom, joy, and power he gives us that enables us to live and witness as his disciples. No one can buy heaven; but if we know the love and mercy of Jesus Christ, then we already possess heaven in our hearts! Do you believe that Jesus can change and transform your life and share with you the power and authority of God's kingdom?

Jesus chose ordinary people to do extraordinary work
Jesus commissioned his disciples to carry on the works which he did - to speak God's word and to bring his healing power to the weary and oppressed. In the choice of the twelve apostles we see a characteristic feature of God's work - Jesus chose very ordinary people. They were non-professionals, had no wealth or privileged position. They were chosen from the common people who did ordinary things, had no special education, and no social advantages.

Jesus wanted ordinary people who could take an assignment and do it extraordinarily well. He chose these men, not for what they were, but for what they would be capable of becoming under his direction and power. When the Lord calls us to serve, we must not think we have nothing or very little to offer. The Lord takes what ordinary people, like us, can offer and uses it for greatness in his kingdom. Do you believe that God wants to work in and through you for his glory?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you have chosen me to be your disciple. Take and use what I can offer, however meager it may seem, for the greater glory of your name.
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July 10, 2025

Thursday of the Fourteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Genesis 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5

Judah approached Joseph and said: "I beg you, my lord,
 let your servant speak earnestly to my lord,
 and do not become angry with your servant,
 for you are the equal of Pharaoh.
 My lord asked your servants, 'Have you a father, or another brother?'
 So we said to my lord, 'We have an aged father,
 and a young brother, the child of his old age.
 This one's full brother is dead,
 and since he is the only one by that mother who is left,
 his father dotes on him.'
 Then you told your servants,
 'Bring him down to me that my eyes may look on him.
 Unless your youngest brother comes back with you,
 you shall not come into my presence again.'
 When we returned to your servant our father,
 we reported to him the words of my lord.

"Later, our father told us to come back and buy some food for the family.
 So we reminded him, 'We cannot go down there;
 only if our youngest brother is with us can we go,
 for we may not see the man if our youngest brother is not with us.'
 Then your servant our father said to us,
 'As you know, my wife bore me two sons.
 One of them, however, disappeared, and I had to conclude
 that he must have been torn to pieces by wild beasts;
 I have not seen him since.
 If you now take this one away from me, too,
 and some disaster befalls him,
 you will send my white head down to the nether world in grief.'"

Joseph could no longer control himself
 in the presence of all his attendants,
 so he cried out, "Have everyone withdraw from me!"
 Thus no one else was about when he made himself known to his brothers.
 But his sobs were so loud that the Egyptians heard him,
 and so the news reached Pharaoh's palace.
 "I am Joseph," he said to his brothers.
 "Is my father still in good health?"
 But his brothers could give him no answer,
 so dumbfounded were they at him.

"Come closer to me," he told his brothers.
 When they had done so, he said:
 "I am your brother Joseph, whom you once sold into Egypt.
 But now do not be distressed,
 and do not reproach yourselves for having sold me here.
 It was really for the sake of saving lives
 that God sent me here ahead of you."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21

R. (5a) Remember the marvels the Lord has done.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

When the LORD called down a famine on the land
 and ruined the crop that sustained them,
 He sent a man before them,
 Joseph, sold as a slave.

R. Remember the marvels the Lord has done.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

They had weighed him down with fetters,
 and he was bound with chains,
 Till his prediction came to pass
 and the word of the LORD proved him true.

R. Remember the marvels the Lord has done.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The king sent and released him,
 the ruler of the peoples set him free.
 He made him lord of his house
 and ruler of all his possessions.

R. Remember the marvels the Lord has done.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Mark 1:15

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Kingdom of God is at hand:
 repent and believe in the Gospel.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 10:7-15

Jesus said to his Apostles:
 "As you go, make this proclamation:
 'The Kingdom of heaven is at hand.'
 Cure the sick, raise the dead,
 cleanse the lepers, drive out demons.
 Without cost you have received; without cost you are to give.
 Do not take gold or silver or copper for your belts;
 no sack for the journey, or a second tunic,
 or sandals, or walking stick.
 The laborer deserves his keep.
 Whatever town or village you enter, look for a worthy person in it,
 and stay there until you leave.
 As you enter a house, wish it peace.
 If the house is worthy,
 let your peace come upon it;
 if not, let your peace return to you.
 Whoever will not receive you or listen to your words—
 go outside that house or town and shake the dust from your feet.
 Amen, I say to you, it will be more tolerable
 for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment
 than for that town."

Reflection
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Thursday (July 10):  Freely Have You Received - Freely GiveMeditation: Do you believe that the Gospel has power to change your life and the lives of others? Jesus gave his disciples a two-fold commission to speak in his name and to act with his power. The core of the Gospel message is quite simple: the kingdom (or reign) of God is imminent! What is the kingdom of God? It is that society of men and women who freely submit to God and who honor him as their Lord and King. In the Lord's prayer we pray for God to reign in our lives and in our world: May your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Doing the works which Jesus did
Jesus also commissioned his disciples to carry on the works which he did - bringing the healing power and mercy of God to the weary and oppressed. The Gospel has power to set people free from sin, sickness, fear, and oppression. The Lord Jesus will free us from anything that keeps us from loving him and our neighbor with joy and confidence.

Sharing generously what God has given to each one of us
Jesus said to his disciples: Freely you have received, freely give . What they have received from Jesus they must now pass on to others without expecting a favor in return, whether it be in the form of a gift or payment. They must show by their attitude that their first interest is in serving God, not receiving material gain. They must serve without guile, full of charity and peace, and simplicity. They must give their full attention to the proclamation of God's kingdom and not be diverted by other lesser things. They must travel light - only take what was essential and leave behind whatever would distract them - in order to concentrate on the task of speaking the word of God. They must do their work, not for what they can get out of it, but for what they can give freely to others, without expecting special privileges or reward. "Poverty of spirit" frees us from greed and preoccupation with possessions and makes ample room for God's provision. The Lord wants his disciples to be dependent on him and not on themselves.

Support the work of the Gospel with your resources
Secondly, Jesus said: the worker deserves his sustenance . Here we see a double-truth: the worker of God must not be overly-concerned with material things, but the people of God must never fail in their duty to give the worker of God what he or she needs to sustain themselves in the Lord's service. Do you pray for the work of the Gospel and do you support it with your material and financial resources?

Jesus ends his instructions with a warning: If people reject God's invitation and refuse his word, then they bring judgment and condemnation on themselves. When God gives us his word there comes with it the great responsibility to respond. Indifference will not do. We are either for or against God in how we respond to his word. God gives us his word that we may have life - abundant life in him. He wills to work in and through each of us for his glory. God shares his word with us and he commissions us to speak it boldly and simply to others. Do you witness the truth and joy of the Gospel by word and example to those around you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may the joy and truth of the Gospel transform my life that I may witness it to those around me. Grant that I may spread your truth and your light wherever I go.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 11, 2025

Memorial of Saint Benedict, Abbot

Reading 1

Genesis 46:1-7, 28-30

Israel set out with all that was his.
 When he arrived at Beer-sheba,
 he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.
 There God, speaking to Israel in a vision by night, called,
 "Jacob! Jacob!"
 He answered, "Here I am."
 Then he said: "I am God, the God of your father.
 Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt,
 for there I will make you a great nation.
 Not only will I go down to Egypt with you;
 I will also bring you back here, after Joseph has closed your eyes."

So Jacob departed from Beer-sheba,
 and the sons of Israel
 put their father and their wives and children
 on the wagons that Pharaoh had sent for his transport.
 They took with them their livestock
 and the possessions they had acquired in the land of Canaan.
 Thus Jacob and all his descendants migrated to Egypt.
 His sons and his grandsons, his daughters and his granddaughters—
 all his descendants—he took with him to Egypt.

Israel had sent Judah ahead to Joseph,
 so that he might meet him in Goshen.
 On his arrival in the region of Goshen,
 Joseph hitched the horses to his chariot
 and rode to meet his father Israel in Goshen.
 As soon as Joseph saw him, he flung himself on his neck
 and wept a long time in his arms.
 And Israel said to Joseph, "At last I can die,
 now that I have seen for myself that Joseph is still alive."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40

R. (39a) The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.

Trust in the LORD and do good,
 that you may dwell in the land and be fed in security.
 Take delight in the LORD,
 and he will grant you your heart's requests.

R. The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.

The LORD watches over the lives of the wholehearted;
 their inheritance lasts forever.
 They are not put to shame in an evil time;
 in days of famine they have plenty.

R. The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.

Turn from evil and do good,
 that you may abide forever;
 For the LORD loves what is right,
 and forsakes not his faithful ones.

R. The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.

The salvation of the just is from the LORD;
 he is their refuge in time of distress.
 And the LORD helps them and delivers them;
 he delivers them from the wicked and saves them,
 because they take refuge in him.

R. The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.

Alleluia

John 16:13a, 14:26d

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

When the Spirit of truth comes,
 he will guide you to all truth
 and remind you of all I told you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 10:16-23

Jesus said to his Apostles:
 "Behold, I am sending you like sheep in the midst of wolves;
 so be shrewd as serpents and simple as doves.
 But beware of men,
 for they will hand you over to courts
 and scourge you in their synagogues,
 and you will be led before governors and kings for my sake
 as a witness before them and the pagans.
 When they hand you over,
 do not worry about how you are to speak
 or what you are to say.
 You will be given at that moment what you are to say.
 For it will not be you who speak
 but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
 Brother will hand over brother to death,
 and the father his child;
 children will rise up against parents and have them put to death.
 You will be hated by all because of my name,
 but whoever endures to the end will be saved.
 When they persecute you in one town, flee to another.
 Amen, I say to you, you will not finish the towns of Israel
 before the Son of Man comes."

Memorial of Saint Benedict, Abbot

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the
 Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.

Reading 1

Proverbs 2:1-9

My son, if you receive my words
 and treasure my commands,
 Turning your ear to wisdom,
 inclining your heart to understanding;
 Yes, if you call to intelligence,
 and to understanding raise your voice;
 If you seek her like silver,
 and like hidden treasures search her out:

Then will you understand the fear of the LORD;
 the knowledge of God you will find;
 For the LORD gives wisdom,
 from his mouth come knowledge and understanding;
 He has counsel in store for the upright,
 he is the shield of those who walk honestly,
 Guarding the paths of justice,
 protecting the way of his pious ones.

Then you will understand rectitude and justice,
 honesty, every good path.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11

R. (2) I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. (9) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear and be glad.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
 for nought is lacking to those who fear him.
 The great grow poor and hungry;
 but those who seek the LORD want for no good thing.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:3

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are the poor in spirit;
 the Kingdom of heaven is theirs!

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 19:27-29

Peter said to Jesus,
 "We have given up everything and followed you.
 What will there be for us?"
 Jesus said to them, "Amen, I say to you
 that you who have followed me, in the new age,
 when the Son of Man is seated on his throne of glory,
 will yourselves sit on twelve thrones,
 judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
 And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or sisters
 or father or mother or children or lands
 for the sake of my name will receive a hundred times more,
 and will inherit eternal life."

Reflection
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Friday (July 11):  Sheep in the Midst of Wolves - Wise and InnocentMeditation: What does Jesus mean when he says his disciples must be sheep in the midst of wolves (Matthew 10:16) ? The prophet Isaiah foretold a time when wolves and lambs will dwell in peace (Isaiah 11:6 and 65:25) . This Old Testament prophecy certainly refers to the second coming of Christ when all will be united under the Lordship of Jesus after he has put down his enemies and established the reign of God over the heavens and the earth (Ephesians 1:10 and Revelation 11:15). In the meantime, the disciples must expect opposition and persecution from those who oppose the Gospel and the coming of God's kingdom.

The readiness to serve and face hardship for Christ and his kingdom
Jesus never hesitated to tell his disciples what they might expect if they chose to follow him. Here Jesus says to his disciples: This is my task for you at its grimmest and worst - do you accept it? This is not the world's way of recruitment for service and toil with promise of honor and reward. After the British defeat at Dunkirk (June 1940), Churchill offered his country blood, toil, sweat, and tears .

This is not the message we prefer to hear when the Lord Jesus commissions us in his service for the advancement of God's kingdom and the battle against Satan's kingdom of darkness and death. Nonetheless, our privilege is to follow in the footsteps of the Lord and Master who willingly laid down his life for us in order to bring us victory over Satan, sin, and death. Are you willing to accept hardship and suffering in serving the Lord Jesus Christ?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to patiently and joyfully accept the hardships, adversities, and persecution which come my way in serving you and your kingdom of love, truth,and goodness. Strengthen my faith and give me courage that I may not shrink back from doing your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 12, 2025

Saturday of the Fourteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Genesis 49:29-32; 50:15-26a

Jacob gave his sons this charge:
 “Since I am about to be taken to my people,
 bury me with my fathers in the cave that lies
 in the field of Ephron the Hittite,
 the cave in the field of Machpelah,
 facing on Mamre, in the land of Canaan,
 the field that Abraham bought from Ephron the Hittite
 for a burial ground.
 There Abraham and his wife Sarah are buried,
 and so are Isaac and his wife Rebekah,
 and there, too, I buried Leah–
 the field and the cave in it
 that had been purchased from the Hittites.”

Now that their father was dead,
 Joseph’s brothers became fearful and thought,
 “Suppose Joseph has been nursing a grudge against us
 and now plans to pay us back in full for all the wrong we did him!”
 So they approached Joseph and said:
 “Before your father died, he gave us these instructions:
 ‘You shall say to Joseph, Jacob begs you
 to forgive the criminal wrongdoing of your brothers,
 who treated you so cruelly.’
 Please, therefore, forgive the crime that we,
 the servants of your father’s God, committed.”
 When they spoke these words to him, Joseph broke into tears.
 Then his brothers proceeded to fling themselves down before him
 and said, “Let us be your slaves!”
 But Joseph replied to them:
 “Have no fear. Can I take the place of God?
 Even though you meant harm to me, God meant it for good,
 to achieve his present end, the survival of many people.
 Therefore have no fear.
 I will provide for you and for your children.”
 By thus speaking kindly to them, he reassured them.

Joseph remained in Egypt, together with his father’s family.
 He lived a hundred and ten years.
 He saw Ephraim’s children to the third generation,
 and the children of Manasseh’s son Machir
 were also born on Joseph’s knees.

Joseph said to his brothers: “I am about to die.
 God will surely take care of you and lead you out of this land to the land
 that he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”
 Then, putting the sons of Israel under oath, he continued,
 “When God thus takes care of you,
 you must bring my bones up with you from this place.”
 Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7

R. (see Psalm 69:33) Be glad you lowly ones; may your hearts be glad!

Give thanks to the LORD, invoke his name;
 make known among the nations his deeds.
 Sing to him, sing his praise,
 proclaim all his wondrous deeds.

R. Be glad you lowly ones; may your hearts be glad!

Glory in his holy name;
 rejoice, O hearts that seek the LORD!
 Look to the LORD in his strength;
 seek to serve him constantly.

R. Be glad you lowly ones; may your hearts be glad!

You descendants of Abraham, his servants,
 sons of Jacob, his chosen ones!
 He, the LORD, is our God;
 throughout the earth his judgments prevail.

R. Be glad you lowly ones; may your hearts be glad!

Alleluia

1 Peter 4:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you,
 for the Spirit of God rests upon you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 10:24-33

Jesus said to his Apostles: 
 “No disciple is above his teacher,
 no slave above his master.
 It is enough for the disciple that he become like his teacher,
 for the slave that he become like his master.
 If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul,
 how much more those of his household!

“Therefore do not be afraid of them.
 Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed,
 nor secret that will not be known.
 What I say to you in the darkness, speak in the light;
 what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops.
 And do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul;
 rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy
 both soul and body in Gehenna.
 Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin?
 Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your Father’s knowledge.
 Even all the hairs of your head are counted.
 So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
 Everyone who acknowledges me before others
 I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father.
 But whoever denies me before others,
 I will deny before my heavenly Father.”


Reflection
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Saturday (July 12):  Fear Him Who Can Destroy Soul and Body in HellMeditation: What does fear have to do with the kingdom of God? Fear is a powerful force. It can lead us to panic and flight or it can spur us to faith and action. The fear of God is the antidote to the fear of losing one's life. I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. O fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him have no want! C ome, O sons, listen to me, I will teach you the fear of the Lord. (Psalm 34:4,9,11)

Godly fear - reverence for God
What is godly fear? It is reverence for the One who made us in love and who sustains us in mercy and kindness. The greatest injury or loss which we can experience is not physical but spiritual - the loss of one's soul to the power of hell (Matthew 10:28). A healthy fear (godly respect) and reverence for God leads to spiritual maturity, wisdom, and right judgment and it frees us from the tyranny of sinful pride, cowardice - especially in the face of evil, and spiritual deception. Do you trust in God's grace and mercy and do you obey his word?

When Jesus proclaimed the kingdom (reign) of God he met opposition and hostility. Many religious leaders opposed Jesus because they refused to believe that he was the Messiah (God's Anointed One) and that his authority and power came from God. They claimed his power came from Beelzebul - the prince of demons who is also called Satan or the devil. Jesus demonstrated the power of God's kingdom through his numerous signs and miracles and his power to set people free from Satan's harm and deception.

Choosing for God's kingdom
There are fundamentally only two kingdoms in opposition to one another - God's kingdom of light - his truth and righteousness (moral goodness) and Satan's kingdom of darkness - his power to deceive and tempt people to rebel and do what is wrong and evil. And there are no neutral parties - we are either for God's kingdom or against it. We either choose for Jesus and the kingdom he brings - God's rule of peace and righteousness, or we choose for the kingdom of this world which opposes God's truth and righteousness. That is why Jesus told his disciples that they must expect the same treatment of opposition and hostility if they accept him as their Lord (Messiah) and Master (Teacher).

There is both a warning and a privilege in Jesus' statement. Just as Jesus had to carry his cross to suffer and die for us, so every disciple of Christ must bear his or her own cross of suffering for Christ and not try to evade it. To suffer for the Christian faith is to share in the work of Jesus Christ. As one Christian hymn states: Lift high the Cross of Christ! Tread where his feet have trod. The Holy Spirit gives us supernatural power, freedom, and grace to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. Do you trust in God who gives us the strength and perseverance we need to follow his will and to embrace our cross each day for Jesus' sake?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, it is my joy and privilege to be your disciple. Give me strength and courage to bear any hardship and suffering which may come my way in serving you and obeying your will. May I witness to others the joy of the Gospel - the good news of your kingdom of peace, joy, and righteousness.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 13, 2025

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Deuteronomy 30:10-14

Moses said to the people:
 "If only you would heed the voice of the LORD, your God,
 and keep his commandments and statutes
 that are written in this book of the law,
 when you return to the LORD, your God,
 with all your heart and all your soul.

"For this command that I enjoin on you today
 is not too mysterious and remote for you.
 It is not up in the sky, that you should say,
 'Who will go up in the sky to get it for us
 and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?'
 Nor is it across the sea, that you should say,
 'Who will cross the sea to get it for us
 and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?'
 No, it is something very near to you,
 already in your mouths and in your hearts;
 you have only to carry it out."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37

R. (cf. 33) Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.

I pray to you, O LORD,
 for the time of your favor, O God!
 In your great kindness answer me
 with your constant help.
 Answer me, O LORD, for bounteous is your kindness:
 in your great mercy turn toward me.

R. Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.

I am afflicted and in pain;
 let your saving help, O God, protect me.
 I will praise the name of God in song,
 and I will glorify him with thanksgiving.

R. Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.

"See, you lowly ones, and be glad;
 you who seek God, may your hearts revive!
 For the LORD hears the poor,
 and his own who are in bonds he spurns not."

R. Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.

For God will save Zion
 and rebuild the cities of Judah.
 The descendants of his servants shall inherit it,
 and those who love his name shall inhabit it.

R. Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.

or
 Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11

R.(9a) Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The law of the LORD is perfect,
 refreshing the soul;
 the decree of the LORD is trustworthy,
 giving wisdom to the simple.

R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The precepts of the LORD are right,
 rejoicing the heart;
 the command of the LORD is clear,
 enlightening the eye.

R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The fear of the LORD is pure,
 enduring forever;
 the ordinances of the LORD are true,
 all of them just.

R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

They are more precious than gold,
 than a heap of purest gold;
 sweeter also than syrup
 or honey from the comb.

R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

Reading 2

Colossians 1:15-20

Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God,
 the firstborn of all creation.
 For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth,
 the visible and the invisible,
 whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers;
 all things were created through him and for him.
 He is before all things,
 and in him all things hold together.
 He is the head of the body, the church.
 He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
 that in all things he himself might be preeminent.
 For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell,
 and through him to reconcile all things for him,
 making peace by the blood of his cross
 through him, whether those on earth or those in heaven.

Alleluia

Cf. John 6:63c, 68c

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life;
 you have the words of everlasting life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 10:25-37

There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test Jesus and said,
 "Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
 Jesus said to him, "What is written in the law?
 How do you read it?"
 He said in reply,
 "You shall love the Lord, your God,
 with all your heart,
 with all your being,
 with all your strength,
 and with all your mind,
 and your neighbor as yourself."
 He replied to him, "You have answered correctly;
 do this and you will live."

But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus,
 "And who is my neighbor?"
 Jesus replied,
 "A man fell victim to robbers
 as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho.
 They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead.
 A priest happened to be going down that road,
 but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.
 Likewise a Levite came to the place,
 and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.
 But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him
 was moved with compassion at the sight.
 He approached the victim,
 poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them.
 Then he lifted him up on his own animal,
 took him to an inn, and cared for him.
 The next day he took out two silver coins
 and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction,
 'Take care of him.
 If you spend more than what I have given you,
 I shall repay you on my way back.'
 Which of these three, in your opinion,
 was neighbor to the robbers' victim?"
 He answered, "The one who treated him with mercy."
 Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

Reflection



Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


15th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Cycle C 

 
 Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Deuteronomy 30:10-14 

 
 The title “Deuteronomy” comes from the Septuagint deuteronomion (meaning “second law”). Moses is addressing a new generation of Israelites, all those who would have been under the age of twenty when the exodus began almost 40 years earlier. These “new” Israelites are gathered in Moab to hear Moses restate the Law to them. This was necessary because their parents had committed apostasy in making the golden calf and by worshiping Baal-Peor by which they had thereby defiled themselves. The covenant of Deuteronomy is different from the Sinai covenant. Deuteronomy itself in 29:1 makes this clear: “These are the words of the covenant which the Lord commanded Moses to make with the people of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant he made with them at Horeb (Sinai).”  
   
 After the golden calf, Israel deserved to die. Instead, they were placed on probation, under the strict legal supervision of the Levites, with Moses as the court-appointed guardian and probation officer. After many probationary violations, Israel was re-sentenced to forty years of detention and hard labor in the desert. At the release date, a parole hearing was held on the plains of Moab, where it was determined that Israel was not truly rehabilitated.   
   
 In Deuteronomy God retained many of the original terms of Israel’s initial probation. They had to remain under Levitical supervision, while Joshua replaced Moses as Israel’s guardian. However, the Judge realized the need to add three new sets of conditions for living at home: legal concessions, ritual stipulations and redemptive curses.  
   
 The legal concessions are permission of such things as divorce and remarriage, foreign slave-wives, and genocidal warfare against Canaanites; these are a downward adjustment on God’s part to a more realistic level of expectations for a sinful Israel. At the same time however, priests and Levites had to follow a much stricter marital morality: they were not permitted to marry non-virgins or divorcees, nor presumably was divorce and remarriage allowed.  
   
 The ritual stipulations require the sacrificial offering of firstborn from the herds and flocks at a central sanctuary. These laws may be seen as a counterbalance to the first, since the second set serve to remind Israel of its call to holiness, through to a lesser degree than the Levites.   
   
 The third set of conditions, the redemptive curses, comes at the time of our reading today. Moses solemnly declares with certitude that all the curses of the covenant will inevitably befall Israel at some point in the distant future. Previously, he had placed Israel under the curses conditionally, in a formal oath-swearing ceremony but now he says “...  
 when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse...”  
   
 Our reading today comes from this final discourse of Moses, just prior to the selection of Joshua to lead the people into the promised land. It is the conclusion of the covenant making ceremony.  
   
 [Moses said to the people:] 10 [I]f only you heed the voice of the LORD, your God, and keep his commandments and statutes that are written in this book of the law,  
   
 Deuteronomy. The Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) constituted the Law.  
   
 when you return to the LORD, your God, with all your heart and all your soul. 11 “For this command which I enjoin on you today is not too mysterious and remote for you. 12 It is not up in the sky, that you should say, ‘Who will go up in the sky to get it for us and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?’ 13 Nor is it across the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross the sea to get it for us and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?’ 14 No, it is something very near to you, already in your mouths and in your hearts; you have only to carry it out.  
   
 The Law is not esoteric knowledge requiring that a chosen intermediary like Enoch (Genesis 5:24) ascend to heaven in order to communicate it. It is recited in the covenant festival, and God has now put the disposition to obey it in the heart (see Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 36:26-27). 

 

2nd Reading - Colossians 1:15-20 

 
 This week we begin a four week tour through the Letter to the Colossians as our epistle reading.  
   
 Although imprisoned in Rome (A.D. 61-63) when he wrote this letter, Saint Paul enjoyed relative freedom in what he was allowed to do. Colossae was a city in Phyrgia, about 125 miles east of Ephesus, and very close to Laodicea (now a part of Turkey). The church at Colossae was composed mostly of Christians of gentile background and had not been founded by Saint Paul himself, but by a disciple of his, Epaphras (Colossians 1:7). Paul was, however, well informed about how the church was faring. In fact, it was a visit to Rome by Epaphras that occasioned this letter because Epaphras reported to the apostle about dangerous doctrines which had recently made their way into the church, threatening both faith and morals. False teachers were introducing a series of outdated Mosaic practices – such as observance of the law of the Sabbath, identification of certain foods as unclean, and an exaggerated emphasis on the role of angels as intermediaries between God and men, which threatened to undermine the true doctrine of Christ as the only mediator.  
   
 Saint Paul uses the occasion to instruct the Colossians and to restate for them the truth about the absolute supremacy of Jesus Christ, as beginning and end of all creation. He is the true creator, conserver and redeemer, for He is the Son of God.  
   
 15    He [Jesus Christ] is the image of the invisible God,   
   
 Saint Paul is thinking of Christ as the new Adam, head of a new creation. Adam had been created to the image of God (Genesis 1:27) and commissioned to rule over all the earth (Genesis 1:28). The new head of humanity finally accomplishes this mission.  
   
 the firstborn of all creation.   
   
 As the context which follows shows, Saint Paul doesn’t fall into the Arian heresy of claiming Christ was a created creature; He is before all creation; in other words, He exists from all eternity.  
   
 16    For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers;   
   
 Angelic beings which are subordinate to Christ. In the false teaching of Colossae, these beings may have been thought of as rivals of Christ or beings that provided supplementary power to that of Christ. This is the only place in the New Testament where “thrones” is a category (choir) of angelic beings.  
   
 all things were created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things,   
   
 Christ is pre-existent. He was before creation.  
   
 “Paul did not say ‘He was made before all things,’ but that ‘He is before all things.’ He is not only the maker of all, but also He manages the care of what He has made and governs the creature, which exists by His wisdom and power.” [Theodoret of Cyr (ca. A.D. 450), Interpretation of the Fourteen Epistles of Paul, On Romans]  
   
 and in him all things hold together.   
   
 Wisdom is the cohesive force of the universe (see Wisdom 1:7). Yahweh alone is truly wise; His wisdom is exhibited in creation.  
   
 18 He is the head of the body, the church.   
   
 This statement shifts the idea of Christ as head of the cosmos to Christ as head of the Church. The community as the body is a theme present in many Pauline writings (1 Corinthians 6:15; 10:16-17; 12:12-27; Romans 12:4-5).  
   
 He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,   
   
 The first who was resurrected (see 1 Corinthians 15:20; Revelation 1:5). The new beginning. Christ’s own resurrection is the cause of resurrection of those who follow Him.  
   
 that in all things he himself might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell,   
   
 The fullness of God – His presence, divinity, and wisdom – is Christ, who shares this with the Church, which in turn affects all humanity. The emphasis is not on God’s immanence, but on the cosmic effect of God’s power working in Christ and in the Church.  
   
 20 and through him to reconcile all things for him, making peace by the blood of his cross (through him),   
   
 The prevalent Jewish belief was that the world had fallen into the captivity of ruling world powers (angelic powers) through man’s sin. Christ overcame these angelic powers by taking away their control over believers. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross made atonement for all man’s sins (particularly the sin of Adam and the sin of the golden calf) and made it possible for man’s sins to be forgiven and forgotten.  
   
 whether those on earth or those in heaven.  
   
 “I believe that when our Lord and Savior came, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were blessed with God’s mercy. Previously they had seen His day and rejoiced (John 8:56). It is not believable that they did not profit from it later, when He came and was born of a virgin. And why do I speak of the patriarchs? I shall boldly follow the authority of the Scriptures to higher planes, for the presence of the Lord Jesus and His work benefitted not only what is earthly but also what is heavenly. Hence the blood of His cross, both on earth and in heaven.” [Origin (after A.D. 233), Homilies on Luke 10,3] 

 

Gospel - Luke 10:25-37 

 
 Last week in our study of the Gospel, we heard of the mission of the seventy-two as they went out as sort of an advance party to the towns Jesus intended to visit. When the seventy-two returned, they were jubilant about what they had been able to do in His name. Jesus then cautioned them not to rejoice in what they had done, but in the fact that their real reward would be in heaven. Today we hear the parable of the good Samaritan. This passage is two-pronged. While providing a powerful lesson about mercy toward those in need, it also proclaims that non-Jews can observe the Law and thus enter into eternal life.  
   
 25 There was a scholar of the law   
   
 This man would have been a scribe.  
   
 who stood up to test him [Jesus] and said, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law? How do you read it?” 27 He said in reply, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”   
   
 This answer combines Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18.  
   
 28    He replied to him, “You have answered correctly; do this and you will live.”   
   
 Jesus’ comment is reminiscent of Leviticus 18:5 (see also Galatians 3:12; Romans 10:5).  
   
 29    But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”   
   
 Just like a lawyer, he wants all the terms accurately defined so that he will be sure of eternal life. It could be that the question stems from debates about who belongs to God’s people and therefore is an object of neighborly love.  
   
 30    Jesus replied, “A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down that road,   
   
 A representative of the religious leaders of the people.  
   
 but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 32 Likewise a Levite came to the place,   
   
 An assistant in the Temple. It could be that the priest and the Levite were afraid to approach the man because they thought he was dead and consequently a source of ritual defilement (Numbers 19:11).  
   
 and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 33 But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him  
   
 To the Jews, the Samaritans were a heretical and schismatic group of spurious worshipers of the God of Israel, who were detested even more than the pagans. In 720 B.C. the northern kingdom was captured by the Mesopotamian King Sargon II and most of the inhabitants were carried off. Those who remained behind intermingled with the people Sargon imported from Babylon, Cutah, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim to form a new people. From that time on these people were called Samaritans. Friendly relations existed between the Samaritans and the kingdom of Judah until the deportation of Judea in 586 B.C.  
   
 was moved with compassion at the sight.   
   
 His love was spontaneous and did not have to inquire into the Law; it was disinterested, kindly, personal, and effective.  
   
 34 He approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted him up on his own animal, took him to an inn and cared for him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction, ‘Take care of him. If you spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay you on my way back.’ 36 Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?”   
   
 Jesus’ question turns the lawyer’s question on its head: Don’t ask about who belongs to God’s people and thus is the object of My neighborly attention, but rather ask about the conduct incumbent upon a member of God’s chosen people.  
   
 37 He answered, “The one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”  
   
 The lawyer can’t bring himself to say “Samaritan.” Because he did the Law, the outcast Samaritan shows that he is a neighbor, a member of God’s people, one who inherits eternal life. 
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Sunday (July 13):  Go and Do LikewiseMeditation: If God is all-loving and compassionate, then why is there so much suffering and evil in this world? Many agnostics refuse to believe in God because of this seemingly imponderable problem. If God is love then evil and suffering must be eliminated in all its forms. What is God's answer to this human dilemma? Jesus' parable about a highway robbery gives us a helpful hint. Jesus told this dramatic story in response to a devout Jew who wanted to understand how to apply God's great commandment of love to his everyday life circumstances. In so many words this religious-minded Jew said: "I want to love God as best as I can and I want to love my neighbor as well. But how do I know that I am fulfilling my duty to love my neighbor as myself?"

Jesus must have smiled when he heard this man challenge him to explain one's duty towards their neighbor. For the Jewish believer the law of love was plain and simple: "treat your neighbor as you would treat yourself." The real issue for this believer was the correct definition of who is "my neighbor". He understood "neighbor" to mean one's fellow Jew who belonged to the same covenant which God made with the people of Israel. Up to a certain point, Jesus agreed with this sincere expert but, at the same time, he challenged him to see that God's view of neighbor went far beyond his narrow definition.

God's love and mercy extends to all
Jesus told a parable to show how wide God's love and mercy is towards every fellow human being. Jesus' story of a brutal highway robbery was all too familiar to his audience. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho went through a narrow winding valley surrounded by steep rocky cliffs. Many wealthy Jews from Jerusalem had winter homes in Jerico. This narrow highway was dangerous and notorious for its robbers who could easily ambush their victim and escape into the hills. No one in his right mind would think of traveling through this dangerous highway alone. It was far safer to travel with others for protection and defense.

Our prejudice gets in the way of mercy
So why did the religious leaders refuse to give any help when they saw a half-dead victim lying by the roadside? Didn't they recognize that this victim was their neighbor? And why did a Samaritan, an outsider who was despised by the Jews, treat this victim with special care at his own expense as he would care for his own family? Who was the real neighbor who showed brotherly compassion and mercy? Jesus makes the supposed villain, the despised Samaritan, the merciful one as an example for the status conscious Jews. Why didn't the priest and Levite stop to help? The priest probably didn't want to risk the possibility of ritual impurity. His piety got in the way of charity. The Levite approached close to the victim, but stopped short of actually helping him. Perhaps he feared that bandits were using a decoy to ambush him. The Levite put personal safety ahead of saving his neighbor.

God expects us to be merciful as he is merciful
What does Jesus' story tell us about true love for one's neighbor? First, we must be willing to help even if others brought trouble on themselves through their own fault or negligence. Second, our love and concern to help others in need must be practical. Good intentions and showing pity, or emphathizing with others, are not enough. And lastly, our love for others must be as wide and as inclusive as God's love. God excludes no one from his care and concern. God's love is unconditional. So we must be ready to do good to others for their sake, just as God is good to us.

Jesus not only taught God's way of love, but he showed how far God was willing to go to share in our suffering and to restore us to wholeness of life and happiness. Jesus overcame sin, suffering, and death through his victory on the cross. His death brought us freedom from slavery to sin and the promise of everlasting life with God. He willingly shared in our suffering to bring us to the source of true healing and freedom from sin and oppression. True compassion not only identifies and emphathizes with the one who is in pain, but takes that pain on oneself in order to bring freedom and restoration.

The cross shows us God's perfect love and forgiveness
Jesus truly identified with our plight, and he took the burden of our sinful condition upon himself. He showed us the depths of God's love and compassion, by sharing in our suffering and by offering his life as an atoning sacrifice for our sins upon the cross. His suffering is redemptive because it brings us healing and restoration and the fulness of eternal life. God offers us true freedom from every form of oppression, sin, and suffering. And that way is through the cross of Jesus Christ. Are you ready to embrace the cross of Christ, to suffer for his sake, and to lay down your life out of love for your neighbor?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your love always be the foundation of my life. Free me from every fear and selfish-concern that I may freely give myself in loving service to others, even to the point of laying my life down for their sake.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 14, 2025

Memorial of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin [In the Dioceses of the United States]

Reading 1

Exodus 1:8-14, 22

A new king, who knew nothing of Joseph, came to power in Egypt.
 He said to his subjects, "Look how numerous and powerful
 the people of the children of Israel are growing, more so than we ourselves!
 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them to stop their increase;
 otherwise, in time of war they too may join our enemies
 to fight against us, and so leave our country."

Accordingly, taskmasters were set over the children of Israel
 to oppress them with forced labor.
 Thus they had to build for Pharaoh
 the supply cities of Pithom and Raamses.
 Yet the more they were oppressed,
 the more they multiplied and spread.
 The Egyptians, then, dreaded the children of Israel
 and reduced them to cruel slavery,
 making life bitter for them with hard work in mortar and brick
 and all kinds of field work—the whole cruel fate of slaves.

Pharaoh then commanded all his subjects,
 "Throw into the river every boy that is born to the Hebrews,
 but you may let all the girls live."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8

R. (8a) Our help is in the name of the Lord.

Had not the LORD been with us–
 let Israel say, had not the LORD been with us–
 When men rose up against us,
 then would they have swallowed us alive,
 When their fury was inflamed against us.

R. Our help is in the name of the Lord.

Then would the waters have overwhelmed us;
 The torrent would have swept over us;
 over us then would have swept
 the raging waters.
 Blessed be the LORD, who did not leave us
 a prey to their teeth.

R. Our help is in the name of the Lord.

We were rescued like a bird
 from the fowlers' snare;
 Broken was the snare,
 and we were freed.
 Our help is in the name of the LORD,
 who made heaven and earth.

R. Our help is in the name of the Lord.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 10:34—11:1

Jesus said to his Apostles:
 "Do not think that I have come to bring peace upon the earth.
 I have come to bring not peace but the sword.
 For I have come to set
 a man against his father,
 a daughter against her mother,
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
 and one's enemies will be those of his household.

"Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me,
 and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;
 and whoever does not take up his cross
 and follow after me is not worthy of me.
 Whoever finds his life will lose it,
 and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

"Whoever receives you receives me,
 and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.
 Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet
 will receive a prophet's reward,
 and whoever receives a righteous man
 because he is righteous
 will receive a righteous man's reward.
 And whoever gives only a cup of cold water
 to one of these little ones to drink
 because he is a disciple–
 amen, I say to you, he will surely not lose his reward."

When Jesus finished giving these commands to his Twelve disciples,
 he went away from that place to teach and to preach in their towns.

Reflection
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Monday (July 14):  I Have Not Come to Bring Peace, but a SwordMeditation: Why does Jesus describe his mission and the coming of God's kingdom in terms of conflict, division, and war? Jesus told his disciples that he did not " come to bring peace, but a sword" (Matthew 10:34). The "sword" which Jesus speaks of here is not a physical weapon that cuts people down, but a spiritual weapon that cuts through the inner core of our being to expose the corruption of sinful thoughts and intentions as well as the lies and deception of Satan and his kingdom of darkness.

Sword of the Spirit
Scripture describes God's word as a sharp two-edged sword that "pierces to the division of soul and spirit... discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart" (Hebrews 4:12, Revelations 19:15). Scripture also describes "God's word" as the "sword of the Spirit" which has power to destroy every spiritual stronghold that keep people in bondage to sin, deception, and Satan (Ephesians 6:17). Jesus came to rescue us from slavery to sin and to set us free to live as citizens of God's kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17).

Spiritual warfare
Jesus' mission was an act of war against the spiritual forces who oppose the kingdom of God and his rule over the earth. That is why Jesus identified Satan as the ruler of this world whom he will cast out (John 12:31). The battle Jesus had in mind was not an earthly conflict between individuals and nations, but a spiritual warfare between the forces of Satan and the armies of heaven. Jesus came to wage war against the spiritual powers of this present world that turn the minds and hearts of people away from God and his kingdom of joy, peace, and goodness.

Kingdom of light versus kingdom of darkness
The Scriptures make clear that there are ultimately only two kingdoms or powers and that they stand in opposition to one another - God's kingdom of light and Satan's kingdom of darkness. John the Apostle contrasts these two opposing kingdoms in the starkest of terms: We know that we are of God, and the whole world is in the power of the evil one (1 John 5:19). The Scriptures describe the "world" as that society of people who are opposed to God and his kingdom of righteousness, truth, and goodness. Jesus came to overthrow Satan's power and to set us free from everything that would hold us back from knowing, loving, and serving God who has loved each one of us with boundless mercy, compassion, and goodness.

God must take first place in our lives
Jesus told his disciples that if they followed him it would be costly because they must put God's kingdom first and obey his word. Whenever a great call is given it inevitably causes division between those who accept and reject it. When Jesus remarked that division would cut very close to home his listeners likely recalled the prophecy of Micah: a man's enemies are the men of his own household (Micah 7:6). The love of God compels us to choose who will be first in our lives. To place any relationship or any other thing above God is a form of idolatry. Jesus challenges his disciples to examine who they love first and foremost. A true disciple loves God above all else and is willing to forsake all for Jesus Christ. Jesus insists that his disciples give him the loyalty which is only due to God, a loyalty which is higher than that owed to spouse or kin. It is possible that family and friends can become our enemies if the thought of them keeps us from doing what we know God wants us to do.

The just reward
True love for God compels us to express charity towards our neighbor who is created in the image and likeness of God. Jesus declared that any kindness shown and any help given to the people of Christ will not go unrewarded. Jesus never refused to give to anyone in need who asked for his help. As his disciples we are called to be kind and generous as he is. Jesus sets before his disciples the one goal in life that is worth any sacrifice and that goal is the will of God which leads to everlasting life, peace, and joy with God. Does the love of Jesus Christ compel you to put God first in all you do (2 Corinthians 5:14)?

Prayer: Lord, no eye has seen, no ear has heard, no heart has conceived the things you have prepared for those who love you. Set us ablaze with the fire of the Holy Spirit, that we may love you in and above all things and so receive the rewards you have promised us through Christ our Lord. (from A Christian's Prayer Book)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 15, 2025

Memorial of Saint Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Reading 1

Exodus 2:1-15a

A certain man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman,
 who conceived and bore a son.
 Seeing that he was a goodly child, she hid him for three months.
 When she could hide him no longer, she took a papyrus basket,
 daubed it with bitumen and pitch,
 and putting the child in it,
 placed it among the reeds on the river bank.
 His sister stationed herself at a distance
 to find out what would happen to him.

Pharaoh's daughter came down to the river to bathe,
 while her maids walked along the river bank.
 Noticing the basket among the reeds, she sent her handmaid to fetch it.
 On opening it, she looked, and lo, there was a baby boy, crying!
 She was moved with pity for him and said,
 "It is one of the Hebrews' children."
 Then his sister asked Pharaoh's daughter,
 "Shall I go and call one of the Hebrew women
 to nurse the child for you?"
 "Yes, do so," she answered.
 So the maiden went and called the child's own mother.
 Pharaoh's daughter said to her,
 "Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will repay you."
 The woman therefore took the child and nursed it.
 When the child grew, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter,
 who adopted him as her son and called him Moses;
 for she said, "I drew him out of the water."

On one occasion, after Moses had grown up,
 when he visited his kinsmen and witnessed their forced labor,
 he saw an Egyptian striking a Hebrew, one of his own kinsmen.
 Looking about and seeing no one,
 he slew the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.
 The next day he went out again, and now two Hebrews were fighting!
 So he asked the culprit,
 "Why are you striking your fellow Hebrew?"
 But the culprit replied,
 "Who has appointed you ruler and judge over us?
 Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?"
 Then Moses became afraid and thought,
 "The affair must certainly be known."

Pharaoh, too, heard of the affair and sought to put Moses to death.
 But Moses fled from him and stayed in the land of Midian.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34

R. (see 33) Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.

I am sunk in the abysmal swamp
 where there is no foothold;
 I have reached the watery depths;
 the flood overwhelms me.

R. Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.

But I pray to you, O LORD,
 for the time of your favor, O God!
 In your great kindness answer me
 with your constant help.

R. Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.

But I am afflicted and in pain;
 let your saving help, O God, protect me;
 I will praise the name of God in song,
 and I will glorify him with thanksgiving.

R. Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.

"See, you lowly ones, and be glad;
 you who seek God, may your hearts revive!
 For the LORD hears the poor,
 and his own who are in bonds he spurns not."

R. Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.

Alleluia

Psalm 95:8

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If today you hear his voice,
 harden not your hearts.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 11:20-24

Jesus began to reproach the towns
 where most of his mighty deeds had been done,
 since they had not repented.
 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!
 For if the mighty deeds done in your midst
 had been done in Tyre and Sidon,
 they would long ago have repented in sackcloth and ashes.
 But I tell you, it will be more tolerable
 for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you.
 And as for you, Capernaum:

Will you be exalted to heaven?
 You will go down to the netherworld.

For if the mighty deeds done in your midst had been done in Sodom,
 it would have remained until this day.
 But I tell you, it will be more tolerable
 for the land of Sodom on the day of judgment than for you."

Memorial of Saint Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730.



Reading 1

Ephesians 3:14-19

Brothers and sisters:
 I kneel before the Father,
 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,
 that he may grant you in accord with the riches of his glory
 to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner self,
 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
 that you, rooted and grounded in love,
 may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones
 what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
 so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14

R. (12) Lord, teach me your statutes.

How shall a young man be faultless in his way?
 By keeping to your words.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

With all my heart I seek you;
 let me not stray from your commands.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Within my heart I treasure your promise,
 that I may not sin against you.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Blessed are you, O LORD;
 teach me your statutes.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

With my lips I declare
 all the ordinances of your mouth.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

In the way of your decrees I rejoice,
 as much as in all riches.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Alleluia

Matthew 23:9b, 10b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

You have but one Father in heaven;
 you have one master, the Christ.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 23:8-12

Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples:
 "Do not be called 'Rabbi.'
 You have but one teacher, and you are all brothers.
 Call no one on earth your father;
 you have but one Father in heaven.
 Do not be called 'Master';
 you have but one master, the Christ.
 The greatest among you must be your servant.
 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled;
 but whoever humbles himself will be exalted."

Reflection
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Tuesday (July 15):  Will You Be Exalted to Heaven?Meditation: If Jesus were to visit your community today, what would he say? Would he issue a warning like the one he gave to Chorazin and Bethsaida? And how would you respond? Wherever Jesus went he did mighty works to show the people how much God had for them. Chorazin and Bethsaida had been blessed with the visitation of God. They heard the good news and experienced the wonderful works which Jesus did for them. Why was Jesus upset with these communities? The word woe can mean misfortune, calamity, distress, sorrow, sadness, misery, grief, or wretchedness. It is as much an expression of sorrowful pity and grief as it is of dismay over the calamity and destruction which comes as a result of human folly, sin, and ignorance.

Why does Jesus lament and issue a stern warning? The people who heard the Gospel here very likely responded with indifference. Jesus upbraids them for doing nothing! Repentance demands change - a change of heart and way of life. God's word is life-giving and it saves us from destruction - the destruction of heart, mind, and soul as well as body. Jesus' anger is directed toward sin and everything which hinders us from doing the will of God. In love he calls us to walk in his way of truth and freedom, grace and mercy, justice and holiness. Do you receive his word with faith and obedience or with doubt and indifference?

Prayer: Most High and glorious God, enlighten the darkness of our hearts and give us a true faith, a certain hope and a perfect love. Give us a sense of the divine and knowledge of yourself, so that we may do everything in fulfillment of your holy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Prayer of Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 16, 2025

Wednesday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Exodus 3:1-6, 9-12

Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian.
 Leading the flock across the desert, he came to Horeb,
 the mountain of God.
 There an angel of the LORD appeared to him in fire
 flaming out of a bush.
 As he looked on, he was surprised to see that the bush,
 though on fire, was not consumed.
 So Moses decided,
 "I must go over to look at this remarkable sight,
 and see why the bush is not burned."

When the LORD saw him coming over to look at it more closely,
 God called out to him from the bush, "Moses! Moses!"
 He answered, "Here I am."
 God said, "Come no nearer!
 Remove the sandals from your feet,
 for the place where you stand is holy ground.
 I am the God of your father," he continued,
 "the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob.
 The cry of the children of Israel has reached me,
 and I have truly noted that the Egyptians are oppressing them.
 Come, now! I will send you to Pharaoh to lead my people,
 the children of Israel, out of Egypt."

But Moses said to God,
 "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh
 and lead the children of Israel out of Egypt?"
 He answered, "I will be with you;
 and this shall be your proof that it is I who have sent you:
 when you bring my people out of Egypt,
 you will worship God on this very mountain."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6-7

R. (8a) The Lord is kind and merciful.

Bless the LORD, O my soul;
 and all my being, bless his holy name.
 Bless the LORD, O my soul,
 and forget not all his benefits.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

He pardons all your iniquities,
 he heals all your ills.
 He redeems your life from destruction,
 he crowns you with kindness and compassion.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

The LORD secures justice
 and the rights of all the oppressed.
 He has made known his ways to Moses,
 and his deeds to the children of Israel.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 11:25-27

At that time Jesus exclaimed:
 "I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
 for although you have hidden these things
 from the wise and the learned
 you have revealed them to the childlike.
 Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.
 All things have been handed over to me by my Father.
 No one knows the Son except the Father,
 and no one knows the Father except the Son
 and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him."

Optional Memorial of Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, #707-712.



Reading 1

Zechariah 2:14-17

Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion!
 See, I am coming to dwell among you, says the LORD.
 Many nations shall join themselves to the LORD on that day,
 and they shall be his people,
 and he will dwell among you,
 and you shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you.
 The LORD will possess Judah as his portion in the holy land,
 and he will again choose Jerusalem.
 Silence, all, in the presence of the LORD!
 for he stirs forth from his holy dwelling.

Responsorial Psalm

Luke 1:46-47, 48-49, 50-51, 52-53, 54-55

R. (49) The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
 my spirit rejoices in God my savior."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"For he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
 From this day all generations will call me blessed:
 the Almighty has done great things for me,
 and holy is his Name."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has mercy on those who fear him
 in every generation.
 He has shown the strength of his arm,
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
 and has lifted up the lowly.
 He has filled the hungry with good things,
 and the rich he has sent away empty."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

"He has come to the help of his servant Israel
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
 the promise he made to our fathers,
 to Abraham and his children for ever."

R. The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
 or:
 R. O Blessed Virgin Mary, you carried the Son of the eternal Father.

Alleluia

Luke 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are those who hear the word of God
 and observe it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 12:46-50

While Jesus was speaking to the crowds,
 his mother and his brothers appeared outside,
 wishing to speak with him.
 Someone told him, "Your mother and your brothers are standing outside,
 asking to speak with you."
 But he said in reply to the one who told him,
 "Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?"
 And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said,
 "Here are my mother and my brothers.
 For whoever does the will of my heavenly Father
 is my brother, and sister, and mother."


Reflection
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Wednesday (July 16):  Heavenly Things Revealed to InfantsMeditation: Do you want to know the mind and thoughts of God? Jesus thanks the Father in heaven for revealing to his disciples the wisdom and knowledge of God. What does Jesus' prayer tell us about God and about ourselves? First, it tells us that God is both Father and Lord of earth as well as heaven. He is both Creator and Author of all that he has made, the first origin of everything and transcendent authority, and at the same time he shows loving care and goodness toward all his children. All fatherhood and motherhood is derived from him (Ephesians 3:14-15).

Pride and inordinate love of self
Jesus' prayer also contains a warning that pride can keep us from the love and knowledge of God. What makes us ignorant and blind to the things of God? Certainly intellectual pride, coldness of heart, and stubbornness of will shut out God and his kingdom of peace, joy, and righteousness. Pride is the root of all vice and the strongest influence propelling us to sin. It first vanquishes the heart, making it cold and indifferent towards God. It also closes the mind to God's truth and wisdom for our lives. What is pride? It is the inordinate love of oneself at the expense of others and the exaggerated estimation of one's own learning and importance.

Simplicity of heart
Jesus contrasts intellectual pride with child-like simplicity and humility. The simple of heart are like "infants" in the sense that they see purely without pretense and acknowledge their dependence and trust in the one who is greater, wiser, and more trustworthy. They seek one thing - the "summum bonum" or "greatest good," who is God himself. Simplicity of heart is wedded with humility, the queen of virtues, because humility inclines the heart towards grace and truth. Just as pride is the root of every sin and evil, so humility is the only soil in which the grace of God can take root. It alone takes the right attitude before God and allows him, as God, to do all. God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble (Proverbs 3:34, James 4:6). Only the humble in heart can receive true wisdom and understanding of God and his ways. Do you submit to God's word with simple trust and humility?

Jesus reveals the Father to us
Jesus makes a claim which no one would have dared to make - he is the perfect revelation of God. One of the greatest truths of the Christian faith is that we can know the living God. Our knowledge of God is not simply limited to knowing something about God, but we can know God personally. The essence of Christianity, and what makes it distinct from Judaism and other religions, is the knowledge of God as our Father . Jesus makes it possible for each of us to personally know God as our Father. To see Jesus is to see what God is like.

In Jesus we see the perfect love of God - a God who cares intensely and who yearns over men and women, loving them to the point of laying down his life for them upon the Cross. Jesus is the perfect revelation of God - a God who loves us completely, unconditionally, and perfectly. Jesus also promises that God the Father will hear our prayers when we pray in his name. That is why Jesus taught his followers to pray with confidence, Our Father who art in heaven ..give us this day our daily bread. Do you pray to your Father in heaven with joy and confidence in his love and care for you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, give me the child-like simplicity and purity of faith to gaze upon your face with joy and confidence in your all-merciful love. Remove every doubt, fear, and proud thought which would hinder me from receiving your word with trust and humble submission.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 17, 2025

Thursday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Exodus 3:13-20

Moses, hearing the voice of the LORD from the burning bush, said to him,
 "When I go to the children of Israel and say to them,
 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,'
 if they ask me, 'What is his name?' what am I to tell them?"
 God replied, "I am who am."
 Then he added, "This is what you shall tell the children of Israel:
 I AM sent me to you."

God spoke further to Moses, "Thus shall you say to the children of Israel:
 The LORD, the God of your fathers,
 the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob,
 has sent me to you.

"This is my name forever;
 this my title for all generations.

"Go and assemble the elders of Israel, and tell them:
 The LORD, the God of your fathers,
 the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
 has appeared to me and said:
 I am concerned about you
 and about the way you are being treated in Egypt;
 so I have decided to lead you up out of the misery of Egypt
 into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,
 Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites,
 a land flowing with milk and honey.

"Thus they will heed your message.
 Then you and the elders of Israel
 shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him:
 "The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has sent us word.
 Permit us, then, to go a three-days' journey in the desert,
 that we may offer sacrifice to the LORD, our God.

"Yet I know that the king of Egypt will not allow you to go
 unless he is forced.
 I will stretch out my hand, therefore,
 and smite Egypt by doing all kinds of wondrous deeds there.
 After that he will send you away."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 105:1 and 5, 8-9, 24-25, 26-27

R.(8a) The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Give thanks to the LORD, invoke his name;
 make known among the nations his deeds.
 Recall the wondrous deeds that he has wrought,
 his portents, and the judgments he has uttered.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He remembers forever his covenant
 which he made binding for a thousand generations--
 Which he entered into with Abraham
 and by his oath to Isaac.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He greatly increased his people
 and made them stronger than their foes,
 Whose hearts he changed, so that they hated his people,
 and dealt deceitfully with his servants.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He sent Moses his servant;
 Aaron, whom he had chosen.
 They wrought his signs among them,
 and wonders in the land of Ham.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Matthew 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 11:28-30

Jesus said:
 "Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest.
 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
 for I am meek and humble of heart;
 and you will find rest for yourselves.
 For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."


Reflection
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Thursday (July 17):  Take My Yoke upon You and Learn from MeMeditation: What does the yoke of Jesus refer to in the Gospel? The Jews used the image of a yoke to express submission to God. They spoke of the yoke of the law, the yoke of the commandments, the yoke of the kingdom, and the yoke of God. Jesus says his yoke is "easy". The Greek word for "easy" can also mean "well-fitting". Yokes were tailor-made to fit the oxen well. Oxen were yoked two by two. Jesus invites us to be yoked with him, to unite our life with his life, our will with his will, and our heart with his heart. To be yoked with Jesus is to be united with him in a relationship of love, trust, and obedience.

Jesus carries our burdens with us
Jesus also says his "burden is light". There's a story of a man who once met a boy carrying a smaller crippled lad on his back. "That's a heavy load you are carrying there," exclaimed the man. "He ain't heavy; he's my brother!" responded the boy. No burden is too heavy when it's given in love and carried in love. When we yoke our lives with Jesus, he also carries our burdens with us and gives us his strength to follow in his way of love. Do you know the joy of resting in Jesus' presence and walking daily with him along the path he has for you?

Freed from the burden of sin and guilt
Jesus offers us a new kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy. In his kingdom sins are not only forgiven but removed, and eternal life is poured out for all its citizens. This is not a political kingdom, but a spiritual one. The yoke of Christ's kingdom, his kingly rule and way of life, liberates us from the burden of guilt and from the oppression of sinful habits and hurtful desires. Only Jesus can lift the burden of sin and the weight of hopelessness from us. Jesus used the analogy of a yoke to explain how we can exchange the burden of sin and despair for a weight of glory and victory with him. The yoke which Jesus invites us to embrace is his way of love, grace, and freedom from the power of sin. Do you trust in God's love and submit to his will and plan for your life?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, inflame my heart with love for you and for your ways and help me to exchange the yoke of rebellion for the yoke of submission to your holy and loving word. Set me free from the folly of my own sinful ignorance and rebellious pride that I may wholly desire what is good and in accord with your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 18, 2025

Friday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Exodus 11:10—12:14

Although Moses and Aaron performed various wonders
 in Pharaoh's presence,
 the LORD made Pharaoh obstinate,
 and he would not let the children of Israel leave his land.

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt,
 "This month shall stand at the head of your calendar;
 you shall reckon it the first month of the year.
 Tell the whole community of Israel: On the tenth of this month
 every one of your families must procure for itself a lamb,
 one apiece for each household.
 If a family is too small for a whole lamb,
 it shall join the nearest household in procuring one
 and shall share in the lamb
 in proportion to the number of persons who partake of it.
 The lamb must be a year-old male and without blemish.
 You may take it from either the sheep or the goats.
 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, and then,
 with the whole assembly of Israel present,
 it shall be slaughtered during the evening twilight.
 They shall take some of its blood
 and apply it to the two doorposts and the lintel
 of every house in which they partake of the lamb.
 That same night they shall eat its roasted flesh
 with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.
 It shall not be eaten raw or boiled, but roasted whole,
 with its head and shanks and inner organs.
 None of it must be kept beyond the next morning;
 whatever is left over in the morning shall be burned up.

"This is how you are to eat it:
 with your loins girt, sandals on your feet and your staff in hand,
 you shall eat like those who are in flight.
 It is the Passover of the LORD.
 For on this same night I will go through Egypt,
 striking down every first born of the land, both man and beast,
 and executing judgment on all the gods of Egypt—I, the LORD!
 But the blood will mark the houses where you are.
 Seeing the blood, I will pass over you;
 thus, when I strike the land of Egypt,
 no destructive blow will come upon you.

"This day shall be a memorial feast for you,
 which all your generations shall celebrate
 with pilgrimage to the LORD, as a perpetual institution."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 116:12-13, 15 and 16bc, 17-18

R. (13) I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the name of the Lord.

How shall I make a return to the LORD
 for all the good he has done for me?
 The cup of salvation I will take up,
 and I will call upon the name of the LORD.

R. I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the name of the Lord.

Precious in the eyes of the LORD
 is the death of his faithful ones.
 I am your servant, the son of your handmaid;
 you have loosed my bonds.

R. I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the name of the Lord.

To you will I offer sacrifice of thanksgiving,
 and I will call upon the name of the LORD.
 My vows to the LORD I will pay
 in the presence of all his people.

R. I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the name of the Lord.

Alleluia

John 10:27

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord,
 I know them, and they follow me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 12:1-8

Jesus was going through a field of grain on the sabbath.
 His disciples were hungry
 and began to pick the heads of grain and eat them.
 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him,
 "See, your disciples are doing what is unlawful to do on the sabbath."
 He said to them, "Have you not read what David did
 when he and his companions were hungry,
 how he went into the house of God and ate the bread of offering,
 which neither he nor his companions
 but only the priests could lawfully eat?
 Or have you not read in the law that on the sabbath
 the priests serving in the temple violate the sabbath
 and are innocent?
 I say to you, something greater than the temple is here.
 If you knew what this meant, I desire mercy, not sacrifice,
 you would not have condemned these innocent men.
 For the Son of Man is Lord of the sabbath."

Optional Memorial of Saint Camillus de Lellis, Priest [In the Dioceses of the United States]

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Those Who Work for the Underprivileged, #737-742.



Reading 1

1 John 3:14-18

Beloved:
 We know that we have passed from death to life
 because we love our brothers.
 Whoever does not love remains in death.
 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer,
 and you know that anyone who is a murderer
 does not have eternal life remaining in him.
 The way we came to know love
 was that he laid down his life for us;
 so we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.
 If someone who has worldly means
 sees a brother in need and refuses him compassion,
 how can the love of God remain in him?
 Children, let us love not in word or speech
 but in deed and truth.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7b-8, 9

R. (1) Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Blessed the man who fears the LORD,
 who greatly delights in his commands.
 His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth;
 the upright generation shall be blessed.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Wealth and riches shall be in his house;
 his generosity shall endure forever.
 Light shines through the darkness for the upright;
 he is gracious and merciful and just.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Well for the man who is gracious and lends,
 who conducts his affairs with justice;
 He shall never be moved;
 the just one shall be in everlasting remembrance.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

An evil report he shall not fear.
 His heart is firm, trusting in the LORD.
 His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear
 till he looks down upon his foes.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Lavishly he gives to the poor,
 his generosity shall endure forever;
 his horn shall be exalted in glory.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:9-17

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "As the Father loves me, so I also love you.
 Remain in my love.
 If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love,
 just as I have kept my Father's commandments
 and remain in his love.

"I have told you this so that my joy might be in you
 and your joy might be complete.
 This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.
 No one has greater love than this,
 to lay down one's life for one's friends.
 You are my friends if you do what I command you.
 I no longer call you slaves,
 because a slave does not know what his master is doing.
 I have called you friends,
 because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father.
 It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you
 and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain,
 so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you.
 This I command you: love one another."

Reflection
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Friday (July 18):  I Desire Mercy and Not SacrificeMeditation: What does the commandment "keep holy the Sabbath" require of us? Or better yet, what is the primary intention behind this command? The religious leaders confronted Jesus on this issue. The "Sabbath rest" was meant to be a time to remember and celebrate God's goodness and the goodness of his work, both in creation and redemption. It was a day set apart for the praise of God, his work of creation, and his saving actions on our behalf. It was intended to bring everyday work to a halt and to provide needed rest and refreshment.

Mercy and not sacrifice
Jesus' disciples are scolded by the scribes and Pharisees, not for plucking and eating corn from the fields, but for doing so on the Sabbath. In defending his disciples, Jesus argues from the Scriptures that human need has precedence over ritual custom. In their hunger, David and his men ate of the holy bread offered in the Temple. Jesus also quoted of the Sabbath work involved in worship in the Temple. This kind of work was usually double the work of worship on weekdays. Jesus then quotes from the prophet Hosea (6:6): I desire mercy, and not sacrifice. While the claims of ritual sacrifice are important to God, mercy and kindness in response to human need are even more important. Do you honor the Lord in the way you treat your neighbor and celebrate the Lord's Day?

Prayer: Lord, make us to walk in your way: Where there is love and wisdom, there is neither fear nor ignorance; where there is patience and humility, there is neither anger nor annoyance; where there is poverty and joy, there is neither greed nor avarice; where there is peace and contemplation, there is neither care nor restlessness; where there is the fear of God to guard the dwelling, there no enemy can enter; where there is mercy and prudence, there is neither excess nor harshness; this we know through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (Prayer of Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 19, 2025

Saturday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Exodus 12:37-42

The children of Israel set out from Rameses for Succoth,
 about six hundred thousand men on foot,
 not counting the little ones.
 A crowd of mixed ancestry also went up with them,
 besides their livestock, very numerous flocks and herds.
 Since the dough they had brought out of Egypt was not leavened,
 they baked it into unleavened loaves.
 They had rushed out of Egypt and had no opportunity
 even to prepare food for the journey.

The time the children of Israel had stayed in Egypt
 was four hundred and thirty years.
 At the end of four hundred and thirty years,
 all the hosts of the LORD left the land of Egypt on this very date.
 This was a night of vigil for the LORD,
 as he led them out of the land of Egypt;
 so on this same night
 all the children of Israel must keep a vigil for the LORD
 throughout their generations.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 136:1 and 23-24, 10-12, 13-15

R. His mercy endures forever. 
 or: 
 R. Alleluia.

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
 for his mercy endures forever;
 Who remembered us in our abjection,
 for his mercy endures forever;
 And freed us from our foes,
 for his mercy endures forever.

R. His mercy endures forever.
 or: 
 R. Alleluia.

Who smote the Egyptians in their first-born,
 for his mercy endures forever;
 And brought out Israel from their midst,
 for his mercy endures forever;
 With a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,
 for his mercy endures forever.

R. His mercy endures forever.
 or: 
 R. Alleluia.

Who split the Red Sea in twain,
 for his mercy endures forever;
 And led Israel through its midst,
 for his mercy endures forever;
 But swept Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea,
 for his mercy endures forever.

R. His mercy endures forever. 
 or: 
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

2 Corinthians 5:19

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
 and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 12:14-21

The Pharisees went out and took counsel against Jesus
 to put him to death.

When Jesus realized this, he withdrew from that place.
 Many people followed him, and he cured them all,
 but he warned them not to make him known.
 This was to fulfill what had been spoken through Isaiah the prophet:

 Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,
 my beloved in whom I delight;
 I shall place my Spirit upon him,
 and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
 He will not contend or cry out,
 nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets.
 A bruised reed he will not break,
 a smoldering wick he will not quench,
 until he brings justice to victory.
 And in his name the Gentiles will hope.

Reflection
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Saturday (July 19):  Until Jesus Brings Justice to VictoryMeditation: How do we achieve success and victory in our lives? In everyone's life there are key moments or turning points on which the whole of one's life hinges. The mounting confrontation between the Pharisees and Jesus was such a decisive event and crisis. The religious leaders became intolerant of Jesus because of their prejudice. Nothing that Jesus would do or say from this point on would be right in their eyes. They conspired, not simply to oppose Jesus but to eliminate him.

Courage and determination to do God's will
Jesus met this defiance with courage and determination to do his Father's will. He used the crisis to teach his disciples an important lesson for God's way to success and victory. The only way to glory in God's kingdom is through the cross - the cross of suffering and humiliation - which Jesus endured for our sake and for our salvation. We, too, are called to take up our cross every day - to die to sin, selfishness, envy, pride, strife, and hatred - and to lay down our lives in humble service and love for one another, just as Jesus did for our sake.

Matthew quotes from the "Suffering Servant" prophecies of Isaiah to explain how Jesus the Messiah would accomplish his mission - not through crushing power - but through love and sacrificial service (Isaiah 42:1-4). In place of a throne Jesus chose to mount the cross and wear a crown of thorns. He was crucified as our Lord and King (John 19:19; Philippians 2:11) There is no greater proof of God's love for us than the sacrificial death of his only begotten Son for our sake and our salvation (John 3:16).

Jesus died not only for the Jews but for all the Gentile nations as well. Isaiah had prophesied centuries before, that the Messiah would bring justice to the Gentiles. To the Greek mind, justice involved giving to God and to one's fellow citizen that which is their due (whatever is owed to them). Jesus taught his disciples to give God not only his due, but to love him without measure just as he loves us unconditionally - without limits or reservation.

Justice tempered with love and mercy
Jesus brings the justice of God's kingdom tempered with divine love and mercy. He does not bruise the weak or treat them with contempt, but rather shows understanding and compassion. He does not discourage the fainthearted but gives hope, courage, and the strength to persevere through trying circumstances. No trials, failings, and weaknesses can keep us from the mercy and help which Jesus offers to everyone who asks. His grace is sufficient for every moment, every situation, and every challenge we face. When you meet trials and difficulties, do you rely on God's help and grace?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your love and mercy knows no bounds. Give me strength when I am weak, hope when I am discouraged, peace when I am troubled, consolation when I am sad, and understanding when I am perplexed. Make me an instrument of your love and peace to those who are troubled and without hope.
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July 20, 2025

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Genesis 18:1-10a

The LORD appeared to Abraham by the terebinth of Mamre,
 as he sat in the entrance of his tent,
 while the day was growing hot.
 Looking up, Abraham saw three men standing nearby.
 When he saw them, he ran from the entrance of the tent to greet them;
 and bowing to the ground, he said:
 "Sir, if I may ask you this favor,
 please do not go on past your servant.
 Let some water be brought, that you may bathe your feet,
 and then rest yourselves under the tree.
 Now that you have come this close to your servant,
 let me bring you a little food, that you may refresh yourselves;
 and afterward you may go on your way."
 The men replied, "Very well, do as you have said."

Abraham hastened into the tent and told Sarah,
 "Quick, three measures of fine flour! Knead it and make rolls."
 He ran to the herd, picked out a tender, choice steer,
 and gave it to a servant, who quickly prepared it.
 Then Abraham got some curds and milk,
 as well as the steer that had been prepared,
 and set these before the three men;
 and he waited on them under the tree while they ate.

They asked Abraham, "Where is your wife Sarah?"
 He replied, "There in the tent."
 One of them said, "I will surely return to you about this time next year,
 and Sarah will then have a son."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 15:2-3, 3-4, 5

R.(1a) He who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord.

One who walks blamelessly and does justice;
 who thinks the truth in his heart
 and slanders not with his tongue.

R. He who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord.

Who harms not his fellow man,
 nor takes up a reproach against his neighbor;
 by whom the reprobate is despised,
 while he honors those who fear the LORD.

R. He who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord.

Who lends not his money at usury
 and accepts no bribe against the innocent.
 One who does these things
 shall never be disturbed.

R. He who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord.

Reading 2

Colossians 1:24-28

Brothers and sisters:
 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake,
 and in my flesh I am filling up
 what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ
 on behalf of his body, which is the church,
 of which I am a minister
 in accordance with God's stewardship given to me
 to bring to completion for you the word of God,
 the mystery hidden from ages and from generations past.
 But now it has been manifested to his holy ones,
 to whom God chose to make known the riches of the glory
 of this mystery among the Gentiles;
 it is Christ in you, the hope for glory.
 It is he whom we proclaim,
 admonishing everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom,
 that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.

Alleluia

Cf. Luke 8:15

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart
 and yield a harvest through perseverance.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 10:38-42

Jesus entered a village
 where a woman whose name was Martha welcomed him.
 She had a sister named Mary
 who sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak.
 Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and said,
 "Lord, do you not care
 that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving?
 Tell her to help me."
 The Lord said to her in reply,
 "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things.
 There is need of only one thing.
 Mary has chosen the better part
 and it will not be taken from her."


Reflection
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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Cycle C 

 
 Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Genesis 18:1-10a 

 
 The first book of the Bible derives its name from the Greek rendering of chapter 2, verse 4: “these are the generations (genesis) of the heavens and the earth.” Tradition has it that Moses is the author – that is, he wrote down the oral traditions which had been passed down through the preceding centuries.  
   
 The first eleven chapters of Genesis recount such events as the creation of the earth, the flood, and the Tower of Babel. It is not until we get to the twelfth chapter that we are able to place a date on the events recounted with any certainty. Abram was called by God to journey to Canaan about 1850 B.C.. At that time Abram was 75 years old and God made him three promises of blessing; promises which were later solemnized by covenants: A nation, made a covenant in Genesis 15, and fulfilled in Moses; a name (dynasty, kingdom), made a covenant in Genesis 17:1-19, and fulfilled in David; and a worldwide blessing, made a covenant in Genesis 22 and fulfilled in Jesus the Christ. It was with Abram becoming Abraham, the father of all nations, at the making of the second covenant, that men and women began to rely upon God in faith and are changed by it. For today’s reading we join Abraham shortly after his name change. Abraham is 99 years old and he, along with all male members of his household, has just been circumcised.  
   
 18:1 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the terebinth  
   
 A terebinth is a small tree native to the Mediterranean region that yields a resinous liquid. It is sometimes called a “terpentine tree.” Other translations show “oaks,” a shade tree which is large.  
   
 of Mamre,  
   
 The meaning is uncertain, but Mamre is thought to be a place near Hebron. It is associated with Abraham (in this reading), Isaac (in Genesis 35:27), and Jacob. To the east of Mamre is the cave in which were buried Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Leah, and Jacob. This site is now located in Hebron and is a mosque. Recently (several years ago) this mosque was shot up by a Jewish settler. The site is believed to have been a place of sanctuary in ancient times.  
   
 as he sat in the entrance of his tent, while the day was growing hot. 2 Looking up, he saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he ran from the entrance of the tent to greet them; and bowing to the ground,  
   
 Oriental hospitality demanded this action – it is nothing more than common courtesy.  
   
 3 he said: “Sir,   
   
 Literally, “my lord” – a common courteous greeting.  
   
 if I may ask you this favor, please do not go on past your servant. 4 Let some water be brought, that you may bathe your feet, and then rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Now that you have come this close to your servant, let me bring you a little food, that you may refresh yourselves; and afterward you may go on your way.” “Very well,” they replied, “do as you have said.” 6 Abraham hastened into the tent and told Sarah, “Quick, three seahs of fine flour!   
   
 3 seahs = 1 bushel  
   
 Knead it and make rolls.” 7 He ran to the herd, picked out a tender, choice steer, and gave it to a servant, who quickly prepared it. 8 Then he got some curds   
   
 Used to make cheese. Cottage cheese is strained and seasoned curds of skim milk.  
   
 and milk, as well as the steer that had been prepared, and set these before them; and he waited on them under the tree while they ate. 9 “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. “There in the tent,” he replied. 10a One of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah will then have a son.”  
   
 This is the same promise made to Abraham by God in Genesis 17:6. Abraham’s reaction is to laugh (Genesis 17:17). Immediately following our reading today, Sarah laughs at the news (Genesis 18:12). The child born was named Isaac, which means “laughter”. 

 

2nd Reading - Colossians 1:24-28 

 
 Last week we started our study of the Letter to the Colossians. Recall that Paul was using this occasion to answer the Judaizers and remind them of the absolute supremacy of Jesus the Christ. Today Paul tells us his role in proclaiming the gospel.  
   
 24    Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ on behalf of his body, which is the church,   
   
 Interpreters have debated two issues related to this phrase: 1) The meaning of filling up what is lacking; and 2) The meaning of the sufferings of Christ. It does not mean that Christ’s work was somehow insufficient. The word thilipsis translated here as “sufferings” is never used to describe Christ’s passion, but it is used regularly to describe the hardships of those proclaiming the gospel. Paul’s vocation as an apostle is to complete the preaching of the gospel by bringing the Good News to places where Christ has never been preached. My personal interpretation (not Church dogma): The Church is the Body of Christ. We are united to Him through the Eucharist at the 3rd cup of the Passover meal and we are called to live out His life every day (just recall what He did between the Upper Room and Calvary) until we drink the 4th cup with Him in heaven. Suffering is necessary because it purifies and focuses, and persecution is a reward for discipleship.  
   
 “In regard to this is that which in another place the very same apostle says: ‘I now rejoice in sufferings for you, and I full up those things which are wanting of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh.’ He did not say ‘of the afflictions of me’ but ‘of Christ,’ because he was a member of Christ and in his persecutions, such as it was necessary for Christ to suffer in His whole body, even Paul was filling up Christ’s afflictions in Paul’s own portion.” [Saint Augustine of Hippo (A.D.  
 416), Homilies on the Gospel of John 108,5,1]  
   
 25    of which I am a minister in accordance with God’s stewardship given to me to bring to completion for you the word of God, 26 the mystery hidden from ages and from generations past.   
   
 God’s divine plan for the world – that it is reconciled to Him through His Son. It is called a mystery because it is far beyond our comprehension and could never be understood without divine assistance.  
   
 But now it has been manifested to his holy ones, 27 to whom God chose to make known   
   
 The revelation of the mystery is from God.  
   
 the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; it is Christ in you, the hope for glory.   
   
 In Colossians there is only one mention of the Holy Spirit (Colossians 1:8) and it is generic and vague. Rather, it is the Risen Christ Himself who performs the functions attributed to the Spirit in the other epistles.  
   
 “And with reason he calls that a mystery, which none knew except God. And from where hid? In Christ; as he says in the Epistle to the Ephesians (3:9). ... But now it has been manifested, he says, ‘to his holy ones.’ So we know that it is altogether of the dispensation of God. ‘But now it has been manifested,’ he says. He does not say ‘is come to pass’ but ‘has been manifested to his holy ones.’ So that it is even now still hid, since it has been manifested to his holy ones alone.” [Saint John Chrysostom (ca. A.D. 400), Homilies on the Epistle to the Colossians 5]  
   
 28 It is he whom we proclaim, admonishing everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.  
   
 The mystery is not a secret revealed to a few privileged initiates, as in pagan mystery religions, but it is destined for the whole world. There are no limitations. 

 

Gospel - Luke 10:38-42 

 
 Last week we heard the parable of the good Samaritan. Shocking because the Samaritans were considered by the Jews to be even lesser than the pagans – although the Samaritans also worshiped the same God as did the Jews. Today again we hear of Jesus acting contrary to Jewish cultural norms in three ways: He is alone with women who are not his relatives, He is being served by a woman, and He is teaching a woman in her own house.  
   
 38    As they continued their journey he entered a village where a woman whose name was Martha welcomed him.   
   
 The name “Martha” means “lady”, a feminine form of “lord.”  
   
 39    She had a sister named Mary   
   
 Not to be confused with Mary of Magdala. She is one of seven different Marys in the New Testament.   
   
 (who) sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak.   
   
 The posture of a disciple (see Luke 8:35; Acts 22:3).  
   
 40    Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving? Tell her to help me.” 41 The Lord said to her in reply, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things. 42 There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be taken from her.”  
   
 The followers of Jesus need to listen to His word.  
   
 This reading again gives us a lesson on prayer. Martha approaches the Lord with a problem and the solution she wants to that problem, and the answer she receives is not the one she wanted. Mary, Jesus’ mother, on the other hand at the wedding feast at Cana pointed out the problem to Jesus and left it up to Him to work out the solution. 
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Sunday (July 20):  You Are Anxious - One Thing Is NeedfulMeditation: Does the peace of Christ reign in your home and in your personal life? Jesus loved to visit the home of Martha and Mary and enjoyed their gracious hospitality. In this brief encounter we see two very different temperaments in Martha and Mary. Martha loved to serve, but in her anxious manner of waiting on Jesus, she caused unrest. Mary, in her simple and trusting manner, waited on Jesus by sitting attentively at his feet. She instinctively knew that what the Lord and Teacher most wanted at that moment was her attentive presence.

Give your concerns and pre-occupations to the Lord
Anxiety and preoccupation keep us from listening and from giving the Lord our undivided attention. The Lord bids us to give him our concerns and anxieties because he is trustworthy and able to meet any need we have. His grace frees us from needless concerns and preoccupation. Do you seek the Lord attentively? And does the Lord find a welcomed and honored place in your home?

Always welcome the Lord into your home and heart
The Lord Jesus desires that we make a place for him, not only in our hearts, but in our homes and in the daily circumstances of our lives as well. We honor the Lord when we offer to him everything we have and everything we do. After all, everything we have is an outright gift from God (1 Chronicles 29:14). Paul the Apostle urges us to give God glory in everything: "Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him" (Colossians 3:17).

When you sit, eat, sleep and when you entertain your friends and guests, remember that the Lord Jesus is also the guest of your home. Scripture tells us that when Abraham opened his home and welcomed three unknown travelers, he welcomed the Lord who blessed him favorably for his gracious hospitality (Genesis 18:1-10; Hebrews 13:2). The Lord wants us to bring him glory in the way we treat others and use the gifts he has graciously given to us. God, in turn, blesses us with his gracious presence and fills us with joy.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, to be in your presence is life and joy for me. Free me from needless concerns and preoccupations that I may give you my undivided love and attention.
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July 21, 2025

Monday of the Sixteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Exodus 14:5-18

When it was reported to the king of Egypt
 that the people had fled,
 Pharaoh and his servants changed their minds about them.
 They exclaimed, "What have we done!
 Why, we have released Israel from our service!"
 So Pharaoh made his chariots ready and mustered his soldiers—
 six hundred first-class chariots
 and all the other chariots of Egypt, with warriors on them all.
 So obstinate had the LORD made Pharaoh
 that he pursued the children of Israel
 even while they were marching away in triumph.
 The Egyptians, then, pursued them;
 Pharaoh's whole army, his horses, chariots and charioteers,
 caught up with them as they lay encamped by the sea,
 at Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.

Pharaoh was already near when the children of Israel looked up
 and saw that the Egyptians were on the march in pursuit of them.
 In great fright they cried out to the LORD.
 And they complained to Moses,
 "Were there no burial places in Egypt
 that you had to bring us out here to die in the desert?
 Why did you do this to us?
 Why did you bring us out of Egypt?
 Did we not tell you this in Egypt, when we said,
 'Leave us alone. Let us serve the Egyptians'?
 Far better for us to be the slaves of the Egyptians
 than to die in the desert."
 But Moses answered the people,
 "Fear not! Stand your ground,
 and you will see the victory the LORD will win for you today.
 These Egyptians whom you see today you will never see again.
 The LORD himself will fight for you; you have only to keep still."

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me?
 Tell the children of Israel to go forward.
 And you, lift up your staff and, with hand outstretched over the sea,
 split the sea in two,
 that the children of Israel may pass through it on dry land.
 But I will make the Egyptians so obstinate
 that they will go in after them.
 Then I will receive glory through Pharaoh and all his army,
 his chariots and charioteers.
 The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD,
 when I receive glory through Pharaoh
 and his chariots and charioteers."

Responsorial Psalm

Exodus 15:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6

R. (1b) Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

I will sing to the LORD, for he is gloriously triumphant;
 horse and chariot he has cast into the sea.
 My strength and my courage is the LORD,
 and he has been my savior.
 He is my God, I praise him;
 the God of my father, I extol him.

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

The LORD is a warrior,
 LORD is his name!
 Pharaoh's chariots and army he hurled into the sea;
 the elite of his officers were submerged in the Red Sea.

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

The flood waters covered them,
 they sank into the depths like a stone.
 Your right hand, O LORD, magnificent in power,
 your right hand, O LORD, has shattered the enemy.

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

Alleluia

Psalm 95:8

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If today you hear his voice,
 harden not your hearts.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 12:38-42

Some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Jesus,
 "Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you."
 He said to them in reply,
 "An evil and unfaithful generation seeks a sign,
 but no sign will be given it
 except the sign of Jonah the prophet.
 Just as Jonah was in the belly of the whale three days and three nights,
 so will the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth
 three days and three nights.
 At the judgment, the men of Nineveh will arise with this generation
 and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah;
 and there is something greater than Jonah here.
 At the judgment the queen of the south will arise with this generation
 and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth
 to hear the wisdom of Solomon;
 and there is something greater than Solomon here."

Optional Memorial of Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730.



Reading 1

2 Corinthians 4:1-2, 5-7

Brothers and sisters:
 Since we have this ministry through the mercy shown us,
 we are not discouraged.
 Rather, we have renounced shameful, hidden things;
 not acting deceitfully or falsifying the word of God,
 but by the open declaration of the truth
 we commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God.
 For we do not preach ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord,
 and ourselves as your slaves for the sake of Jesus.
 For God who said, Let light shine out of darkness,
 has shone in our hearts to bring to light
 the knowledge of the glory of God on the face of Jesus Christ.

But we hold this treasure in earthen vessels,
 that the surpassing power may be of God and not from us.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 40:2 and 4ab, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11

R. (8a and 9a) Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I have waited, waited for the LORD,
 and he stooped toward me and heard my cry.
 And he put a new song into my mouth,
 a hymn to our God.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Sacrifice or oblation you wished not,
 but ears open to obedience you gave me.
 Burnt offerings or sin-offerings you sought not;
 then said I, "Behold I come."

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

"In the written scroll it is prescribed for me,
 To do your will, O my God, is my delight,
 and your law is within my heart!"

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

"I announced your justice in the vast assembly;
 I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know."

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

"Your justice I kept not hid within my heart;
 your faithfulness and your salvation I have spoken of;
 I have made no secret of your kindness and your truth
 in the vast assembly."

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The seed is the word of God, Christ the sower;
 all who come to him will live for ever.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 4:1-10, 13-20

On another occasion, Jesus began to teach by the sea.
 A very large crowd gathered around him
 so that he got into a boat on the sea and sat down.
 And the whole crowd was beside the sea on land.
 And he taught them at length in parables,
 and in the course of his instruction he said to them,
 "Hear this! A sower went out to sow.
 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path,
 and the birds came and ate it up.
 Other seed fell on rocky ground where it had little soil.
 It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep.
 And when the sun rose, it was scorched and it withered for lack of roots.
 Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it
 and it produced no grain.
 And some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit.
 It came up and grew and yielded thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold."
 He added, "Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear."

And when he was alone,
 those present along with the Twelve
 questioned him about the parables.
 Jesus said to them, "Do you not understand this parable?
 Then how will you understand any of the parables?
 The sower sows the word.
 These are the ones on the path where the word is sown.
 As soon as they hear, Satan comes at once
 and takes away the word sown in them.
 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground who,
 when they hear the word, receive it at once with joy.
 But they have no roots; they last only for a time.
 Then when tribulation or persecution comes because of the word,
 they quickly fall away.
 Those sown among thorns are another sort.
 They are the people who hear the word,
 but worldly anxiety, the lure of riches,
 and the craving for other things intrude and choke the word,
 and it bears no fruit.
 But those sown on rich soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it
 and bear fruit thirty and sixty and a hundredfold."

Or
 Mark 4:1-9

On another occasion, Jesus began to teach by the sea.
 A very large crowd gathered around him
 so that he got into a boat on the sea and sat down.
 And the whole crowd was beside the sea on land.
 And he taught them at length in parables,
 and in the course of his instruction he said to them,
 "Hear this! A sower went out to sow.
 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path,
 and the birds came and ate it up.
 Other seed fell on rocky ground where it had little soil.
 It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep.
 And when the sun rose, it was scorched and it withered for lack of roots.
 Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it
 and it produced no grain.
 And some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit.
 It came up and grew and yielded thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold."


Reflection
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Monday (July 21):  An Adulterous Generation Seeks for a SignMeditation: What would the Lord Jesus say about our generation? Jesus gave a rather stern warning to his generation when they demanded a sign from him. It was characteristic of the Jews that they demanded "signs" from God's messengers to authenticate their claims. Jesus faulted them for one thing: spiritual adultery . The image of adultery was often used in the Scriptures for describing apostasy or infidelity towards God.

Signs from God
When the religious leaders pressed Jesus to give proof for his claims to be the Messiah sent from God, he says in so many words that he is God's sign and that they need no further evidence from heaven than his own person. The Ninevites recognized God's warning when Jonah spoke to them, and they repented (Jonah 3:5). And the Queen of Sheba recognized God's wisdom in Solomon (1 Kings 10:1-9). Jonah was God's sign and his message was the message of God for the people of Nineveh. Unfortunately the religious leaders of Jesus' day were not content to accept the signs right before their eyes. They had rejected the message of John the Baptist and now they reject Jesus as God's Anointed One ( Messiah ) and they fail to heed his message.

Simeon had prophesied at Jesus' birth that he was destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against... that thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed (Luke 2:34-35). Jesus confirmed his message with many miracles in preparation for the greatest sign of all - his resurrection on the third day.

The Holy Spirit's gift of wisdom and understanding
The Lord Jesus, through the gift of his Holy Spirit, offers us freedom from sin and ignorance, and he gives us wisdom and understanding so that we may grow in knowledge of God and his ways. Do you thirst for God and for the wisdom which comes from above? James the Apostle says that the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, without uncertainty or insincerity (James 3:17). A double-minded person cannot receive this kind of wisdom. If we wish to be wise in God's ways, then we must humble ourselves before him, like attentive students who wish to learn, and submit our heart and mind to his will for our lives.

The single of heart and mind desire one thing alone - God who is the source of all wisdom, goodness, truth, and knowledge. Do you wish to be wise and loving as God is wise and loving? Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with the wisdom which comes from above and to free your heart from all that would hinder God's loving action in your life.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit that I may grow in wisdom and knowledge of your love and truth. Free me from stubborn pride and willfulness that I may wholly desire to do what is pleasing to you.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 22, 2025

Feast of Saint Mary Magdalene

Reading 1

Song of Songs 3:1-4b

The Bride says:
 On my bed at night I sought him
 whom my heart loves–
 I sought him but I did not find him.
 I will rise then and go about the city;
 in the streets and crossings I will seek
 Him whom my heart loves.
 I sought him but I did not find him.
 The watchmen came upon me,
 as they made their rounds of the city:
 Have you seen him whom my heart loves?
 I had hardly left them
 when I found him whom my heart loves.

OR
 2 Corinthians 5:14-17

Brothers and sisters:
 The love of Christ impels us,
 once we have come to the conviction that one died for all;
 therefore, all have died.
 He indeed died for all,
 so that those who live might no longer live for themselves
 but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

Consequently, from now on we regard no one according to the flesh;
 even if we once knew Christ according to the flesh,
 yet now we know him so no longer.
 So whoever is in Christ is a new creation:
 the old things have passed away;
 behold, new things have come.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9

R. (2) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

O God, you are my God whom I seek;
 for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts
 like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary
 to see your power and your glory,
 For your kindness is a greater good than life;
 my lips shall glorify you.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Thus will I bless you while I live;
 lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name.
 As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied,
 and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

You are my help,
 and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy.
 My soul clings fast to you;
 your right hand upholds me.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Tell us, Mary, what did you see on the way?
 I saw the glory of the risen Christ, I saw his empty tomb.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 20:1-2, 11-18

On the first day of the week,
 Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early in the morning,
 while it was still dark,
 and saw the stone removed from the tomb.
 So she ran and went to Simon Peter
 and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them,
 "They have taken the Lord from the tomb,
 and we don't know where they put him."

Mary stayed outside the tomb weeping.
 And as she wept, she bent over into the tomb
 and saw two angels in white sitting there,
 one at the head and one at the feet
 where the Body of Jesus had been.
 And they said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?"
 She said to them, "They have taken my Lord,
 and I don't know where they laid him."
 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus there,
 but did not know it was Jesus.
 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?
 Whom are you looking for?"
 She thought it was the gardener and said to him,
 "Sir, if you carried him away,
 tell me where you laid him,
 and I will take him."
 Jesus said to her, "Mary!"
 She turned and said to him in Hebrew,
 "Rabbouni," which means Teacher.
 Jesus said to her,
 "Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father.
 But go to my brothers and tell them,
 'I am going to my Father and your Father,
 to my God and your God.'"
 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples,
 "I have seen the Lord,"
 and then reported what he told her.

Reflection
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Tuesday (July 22):  Who Are My Brothers and Sisters?Meditation: Who do you love and cherish the most? God did not intend for us to be alone, but to be with others. He gives us many opportunities for developing relationships with family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers. Why does Jesus seem to ignore his own relatives when they pressed to see him? His love and respect for his mother and his relatives is unquestionable. Jesus never lost an opportunity to teach his disciples a spiritual lesson and truth about the kingdom of God. On this occasion when many gathered to hear Jesus he pointed to another higher reality of relationships, namely our relationship with God and with those who belong to God.

God offers the greatest of relationships
What is the essence of being a Christian? It is certainly more than doctrine, precepts, and commandments. It is first and foremost a relationship - a relationship of trust, affection, commitment, loyalty, faithfulness, kindness, thoughtfulness, compassion, mercy, helpfulness, encouragement, support, strength, protection, and so many other qualities that bind people together in mutual love and unity. God offers us the greatest of relationships - union of heart, mind, and spirit with himself, the very author and source of love (1 John 4:8,16).

God's love never fails, never forgets, never compromises, never lies, never lets us down nor disappoints us. His love is consistent, unwavering, unconditional, unrelenting and unstoppable. There is no end to his love. Nothing in this world can make him leave us, ignore us, or withhold from us his merciful love and care (Romans 8:31-39). He will love us no matter what. It is his nature to love. That is why he created us - to be united with him and to share in his love (1 John 3:1).

God is a trinity of divine persons - one in being with the eternal Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - and a community of undivided love. God made us in his image and likeness (Genesis 1:26,27) to be a people who are free to choose what is good, loving, and just and to reject whatever is false and contrary to his love and righteousness (moral goodness). That is why Jesus challenged his followers, and even his own earthly relatives, to recognize that God is the true source of all relationships. God wants all of our relationships to be rooted in his love and goodness.

The heavenly Father's offer of friendship and adoption
Jesus Christ is God's love incarnate - God's love made visible in human flesh (1 John 4:9-10). That is why Jesus describes himself as the good shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep and the shepherd who seeks out the sheep who have strayed and lost their way. God is like the father who yearns for his prodigal son to return home and then throws a great party for his son when he has a change of heart and comes back (Luke 15:11-32).

Jesus offered up his life on the cross for our sake, so that we could be forgiven and restored to unity and friendship with God. It is through Jesus that we become the adopted children of God - his own sons and daughters. That is why Jesus told his disciples that they would have many new friends and family relationships in his kingdom. Whoever does the will of God is a friend of God and a member of his family - his sons and daughters who have been ransomed by the precious blood of Jesus Christ.

Our brothers and sisters redeemed in the blood of Christ
An early Christian martyr once said that "a Christian's only relatives are the saints" - namely those who have been redeemed by the blood of Christ and adopted as sons and daughters of God. Those who have been baptized into Jesus Christ and who live as his disciples enter into a new family, a family of "saints" here on earth and in heaven. Jesus changes the order of relationships and shows that true kinship is not just a matter of flesh and blood.

Our adoption as sons and daughters of God transforms all of our relationships and requires a new order of loyalty to God first and to his kingdom of righteousness and peace. Do you want to grow in love and friendship? Allow God's Holy Spirit to transform your heart, mind, and will to enable you to love freely and generously as he loves.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, you bless us with many relationships and you invite us into the community of your sons and daughters who have been redeemed by your son, Jesus Christ. Help me to love my neighbor with charity, kindness, compassion, and mercy, just as you have loved me. In all of my relationships, and in all that I do and say, may I always seek to bring you honor and glory.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 23, 2025

Wednesday of the Sixteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Exodus 16:1-5, 9-15

The children of Israel set out from Elim, 
 and came into the desert of Sin,
 which is between Elim and Sinai,
 on the fifteenth day of the second month
 after their departure from the land of Egypt.
 Here in the desert the whole assembly of the children of Israel
 grumbled against Moses and Aaron.
 The children of Israel said to them,
 “Would that we had died at the LORD’s hand in the land of Egypt,
 as we sat by our fleshpots and ate our fill of bread!
 But you had to lead us into this desert
 to make the whole community die of famine!”

Then the LORD said to Moses,
 “I will now rain down bread from heaven for you.
 Each day the people are to go out and gather their daily portion;
 thus will I test them,
 to see whether they follow my instructions or not.
 On the sixth day, however, when they prepare what they bring in,
 let it be twice as much as they gather on the other days.”

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Tell the whole congregation 
 of the children of Israel:
 Present yourselves before the LORD,
 for he has heard your grumbling.”
 When Aaron announced this to the whole assembly of the children of Israel,
 they turned toward the desert, and lo,
 the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud!
 The LORD spoke to Moses and said,
 “I have heard the grumbling of the children of Israel.
 Tell them: In the evening twilight you shall eat flesh,
 and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread,
 so that you may know that I, the LORD, am your God.”

In the evening quail came up and covered the camp.
 In the morning a dew lay all about the camp,
 and when the dew evaporated, there on the surface of the desert
 were fine flakes like hoarfrost on the ground.
 On seeing it, the children of Israel asked one another, “What is this?”
 for they did not know what it was.
 But Moses told them,
 “This is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 78:18-19, 23-24, 25-26, 27-28

R. (24b) The Lord gave them bread from heaven.

They tempted God in their hearts
 by demanding the food they craved.
 Yes, they spoke against God, saying,
 “Can God spread a table in the desert?”

R. The Lord gave them bread from heaven.

Yet he commanded the skies above
 and the doors of heaven he opened;
 He rained manna upon them for food
 and gave them heavenly bread. 

R. The Lord gave them bread from heaven.

Man ate the bread of angels,
 food he sent them in abundance.
 He stirred up the east wind in the heavens,
 and by his power brought on the south wind.

R. The Lord gave them bread from heaven.

And he rained meat upon them like dust,
 and, like the sand of the sea, winged fowl,
 Which fell in the midst of their camp
 round about their tents. 

R. The Lord gave them bread from heaven.

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;
 all who come to him will live for ever.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 13:1-9

On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the sea.
 Such large crowds gathered around him
 that he got into a boat and sat down,
 and the whole crowd stood along the shore.
 And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying:
 “A sower went out to sow.
 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path,
 and birds came and ate it up.

Some fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil.
 It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep,
 and when the sun rose it was scorched,
 and it withered for lack of roots.
 Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it.
 But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit,
 a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.
 Whoever has ears ought to hear.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Bridget of Sweden, Religious

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Galatians 2:19-20

Brothers and sisters:
 Through the law I died to the law,
 that I might live for God.
 I have been crucified with Christ;
 yet I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in me;
 insofar as I now live in the flesh,
 I live by faith in the Son of God
 who has loved me and given himself up for me.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11

R. (2) I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. (9) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

I will bless the LORD at all times; 
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear me and be glad.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
 for nought is lacking to those who fear him.
 The great grow poor and hungry;
 but those who seek the LORD want for no good thing.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia

John 15:9b, 5b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in my love, says the Lord;
 whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:1-8

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.
 He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit,
 and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit.
 You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.
 Remain in me, as I remain in you.
 Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own
 unless it remains on the vine,
 so neither can you unless you remain in me.
 I am the vine, you are the branches.
 Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit,
 because without me you can do nothing.
 Anyone who does not remain in me
 will be thrown out like a branch and wither;
 people will gather them and throw them into a fire
 and they will be burned.
 If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
 ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you.
 By this is my Father glorified,
 that you bear much fruit and become my disciples."

Reflection
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Wednesday (July 23):  Since They Had No Root They Withered AwayMeditation: Are you hungry for God's word? Matthew tells us that Jesus taught many things to those who came to listen and learn. Jesus' teaching method was a very simple one. He used parables - short stories and images taken from everyday life to convey hidden truths about the kingdom of God. Like a skillful artist, Jesus painted evocative pictures with short and simple words. A good image can speak more loudly and clearly than many words. Jesus used the ordinary everyday images of life and nature to point to another order of reality - hidden, yet visible to those who had "eyes to see" and "ears to hear". Jesus communicated with pictures and stories, vivid illustrations which captured the imaginations of his audience more powerfully than an abstract presentation could. His parables are like buried treasure waiting to be discovered ( Matthew 13:44 ).

Sowing seeds that take root and grow
What does the parable about seeds and roots say to us about the kingdom of God? Any farmer will attest to the importance of good soil for supplying nutrients for growth. And how does a plant get the necessary food and water it needs except by its roots? The Scriptures frequently use the image of fruit-bearing plants or trees to convey the principle of spiritual life and death. Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit (Jeremiah 17:7-8; see also Psalm 1:3).

The shut mind and prejudiced hearer
Jesus' parable of the sower is aimed at the hearers of his word. There are different ways of accepting God's word and they produce different kinds of fruit accordingly. There is the prejudiced hearer who has a shut mind. Such a person is unteachable and blind to what he or she doesn't want to hear. Then there is the shallow hearer. He or she fails to think things out or think them through; they lack depth. They may initially respond with an emotional reaction; but when it wears off their mind wanders to something else.

Too busy and preoccupied to listen
Another type of hearer is the person who has many interests or cares, but who lacks the ability to hear or comprehend what is truly important. Such a person is for ever too busy to pray or too preoccupied to study and meditate on God's word. He or she may work so hard that they are too tired to even think of anything else but their work. Then there is the one whose mind is open. Such a person is at all times willing to listen and to learn. He or she is never too proud or too busy to learn. They listen in order to understand. God gives grace to those who hunger for his word that they may understand his will and have the strength to live according to it. Do you hunger for God's word?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, faith in your word is the way to wisdom, and to ponder your divine plan is to grow in the truth. Open my eyes to your deeds, and my ears to the sound of your call, that I may understand your will for my life and live according to it.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 24, 2025

Thursday of the Sixteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Exodus 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b

In the third month after their departure from the land of Egypt,
 on its first day, the children of Israel came to the desert of Sinai.
 After the journey from Rephidim to the desert of Sinai,
 they pitched camp.

While Israel was encamped here in front of the mountain,
 the LORD told Moses,
 "I am coming to you in a dense cloud,
 so that when the people hear me speaking with you,
 they may always have faith in you also."
 When Moses, then, had reported to the LORD the response of the people,
 the LORD added, "Go to the people
 and have them sanctify themselves today and tomorrow.
 Make them wash their garments and be ready for the third day;
 for on the third day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai
 before the eyes of all the people."

On the morning of the third day
 there were peals of thunder and lightning,
 and a heavy cloud over the mountain,
 and a very loud trumpet blast,
 so that all the people in the camp trembled.
 But Moses led the people out of the camp to meet God,
 and they stationed themselves at the foot of the mountain.
 Mount Sinai was all wrapped in smoke,
 for the LORD came down upon it in fire.
 The smoke rose from it as though from a furnace,
 and the whole mountain trembled violently.
 The trumpet blast grew louder and louder, while Moses was speaking
 and God answering him with thunder.

When the LORD came down to the top of Mount Sinai,
 he summoned Moses to the top of the mountain.

Responsorial Psalm

Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56

R. (52b) Glory and praise for ever!

"Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all forever;
 And blessed is your holy and glorious name,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all for all ages."

R. Glory and praise for ever!

"Blessed are you in the temple of your holy glory,
 praiseworthy and glorious above all forever."

R. Glory and praise for ever!

"Blessed are you on the throne of your Kingdom,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all forever."

R. Glory and praise for ever!

"Blessed are you who look into the depths
 from your throne upon the cherubim,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all forever."

R. Glory and praise for ever!

"Blessed are you in the firmament of heaven,
 praiseworthy and glorious forever."

R. Glory and praise for ever!

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 13:10-17

The disciples approached Jesus and said,
 "Why do you speak to the crowd in parables?"
 He said to them in reply,
 "Because knowledge of the mysteries of the Kingdom of heaven
 has been granted to you, but to them it has not been granted.
 To anyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich;
 from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away.
 This is why I speak to them in parables, because
 they look but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand.
 Isaiah's prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says:

You shall indeed hear but not understand,
 you shall indeed look but never see.
 Gross is the heart of this people,
 they will hardly hear with their ears,
 they have closed their eyes,
 lest they see with their eyes
 and hear with their ears
 and understand with their hearts and be converted
 and I heal them.

"But blessed are your eyes, because they see,
 and your ears, because they hear.
 Amen, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people
 longed to see what you see but did not see it,
 and to hear what you hear but did not hear it."

Optional Memorial of Saint Sharbel Makhlkf, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors (#719-724), or the Common of Holy Men and Women (#737-742).



Reading 1

Sirach 3:17-24

My child, conduct your affairs with humility,
 and you will be loved more than a giver of gifts.
 Humble yourself the more, the greater you are,
 and you will find favor with God.
 The greater you are,
 the more you must humble yourself in all things,
 and you will find grace before God.
 For great is the power of God;
 by the humble he is glorified.
 What is too sublime for you, seek not,
 into things beyond your strength search not.
 What is committed to you, attend to;
 for it is not necessary for you to see with your eyes
 those things which are hidden.
 With what is too much for you meddle not,
 when shown things beyond human understanding.
 Their own opinion has misled many,
 and false reasoning unbalanced their judgment.
 Where the pupil of the eye is missing, there is no light,
 and where there is no knowledge, there is no wisdom.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 15:2-3ab, 3cd-4ab, 5

R. (1) The just one shall live on your holy mountain, O Lord.

He who walks blamelessly and does justice;
 who thinks the truth in his heart
 and slanders not with his tongue. 

R. The just one shall live on your holy mountain, O Lord.

Who harms not his fellow man,
 nor takes up a reproach against his neighbor;
 By whom the reprobate is despised,
 while he honors those who fear the LORD.

R. The just one shall live on your holy mountain, O Lord.

Who lends not his money at usury
 and accepts no bribe against the innocent.
 He who does these things
 shall never be disturbed.

R. The just one shall live on your holy mountain, O Lord.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:3

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are the poor in spirit;
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 19:27-29

Peter said to Jesus,
 "We have given up everything and followed you.
 What will there be for us?"
 Jesus said to them, "Amen, I say to you
 that you who have followed me, in the new age,
 when the Son of Man is seated on his throne of glory,
 will yourselves sit on twelve thrones,
 judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
 And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or sisters
 or father or mother or children or lands
 for the sake of my name will receive a hundred times more,
 and will inherit eternal life."


Reflection
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Thursday (July 24):  Many Longed to Hear What You HearMeditation: Do you want to grow in your knowledge of God? Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) once said: "I believe, in order to understand; and I understand, the better to believe." Both faith and understanding are gifts of the Holy Spirit that enable us to hear God's word with clarity so we can know God better and grow in the knowledge of his love and truth. Jesus, however, had to warn his disciples that not everyone would understand his teaching.

Closed hearts - prejudiced minds
The prophet Isaiah had warned that some would hear God's word, but not believe, some would see God's actions and miracles, and remain unconvinced. Ironically some of the greatest skeptics of Jesus' teaching and miracles were the learned scribes and Pharisees who prided themselves on their knowledge of Scripture, especially on the law of Moses. They heard Jesus' parables and saw the great signs and miracles which he performed, but they refused to accept both Jesus and his message. How could they "hear and never understand" and "see but never perceive"? They were spiritually blind and deaf because their hearts were closed and their minds were blocked by pride and prejudice. How could a man from Galilee, the supposed son of a carpenter, know more about God and his word, than these experts who devoted their lives to the study and teaching of the law of Moses?

The humble of heart receive understanding
There is only one thing that can open a closed, confused, and divided mind - a broken heart and humble spirit! The word disciple means one who is willing to learn and ready to submit to the wisdom and truth which comes from God. Psalm 119 expresses the joy and delight of a disciple who loves God's word and who embraces it with trust and obedience. "Oh, how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day. Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me. I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation." (Psalm 119:97-99)

Listen with reverence and faith
God can only reveal the secrets of his kingdom to the humble and trusting person who acknowledges their need for God and for his truth. The parables of Jesus will enlighten us if we approach them with an open mind and heart, ready to let them challenge us. If we approach God's word with indifference, skepticism, and disbelief, then we, too, may "hear but not understand" and "see but not perceive." God's word can only take root in a receptive heart that is ready to believe and willing to submit. If we want to hear and to understand God's word, we must listen with reverence and faith. Do you believe God's word and do you submit to it with trust and reverence?

Jerome, an early church bible scholar who lived between 342-419 AD, wrote: "You are reading [the Scriptures]? No.Your betrothed is talking to you. It is your betrothed, that is, Christ, who is united with you. He tears you away from the solitude of the desert and brings you into his home, saying to you, 'Enter into the joy of your Master.'"

Prayer: Holy Spirit, be my teacher and guide. Open my ears to hear God's word and open my eyes to understand God's action in my life. May my heart never grow dull and may my ears never tire of listening to the voice of Christ.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 25, 2025

Feast of Saint James, Apostle

Reading 1

2 Corinthians 4:7-15

Brothers and sisters:
 We hold this treasure in earthen vessels,
 that the surpassing power may be of God and not from us.
 We are afflicted in every way, but not constrained;
 perplexed, but not driven to despair;
 persecuted, but not abandoned;
 struck down, but not destroyed;
 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus,
 so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our body.
 For we who live are constantly being given up to death
 for the sake of Jesus,
 so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh.

So death is at work in us, but life in you.
 Since, then, we have the same spirit of faith,
 according to what is written, I believed, therefore I spoke,
 we too believe and therefore speak,
 knowing that the one who raised the Lord Jesus
 will raise us also with Jesus
 and place us with you in his presence.
 Everything indeed is for you,
 so that the grace bestowed in abundance on more and more people
 may cause the thanksgiving to overflow for the glory of God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those that sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Alleluia

See John 15:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I chose you from the world,
 to go and bear fruit that will last, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 20:20-28

The mother of the sons of Zebedee approached Jesus with her sons
 and did him homage, wishing to ask him for something.
 He said to her,
 "What do you wish?"
 She answered him,
 "Command that these two sons of mine sit,
 one at your right and the other at your left, in your Kingdom."
 Jesus said in reply,
 "You do not know what you are asking.
 Can you drink the chalice that I am going to drink?"
 They said to him, "We can."
 He replied,
 "My chalice you will indeed drink,
 but to sit at my right and at my left, this is not mine to give
 but is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father."
 When the ten heard this,
 they became indignant at the two brothers.
 But Jesus summoned them and said,
 "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them,
 and the great ones make their authority over them felt.
 But it shall not be so among you.
 Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your servant;
 whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave.
 Just so, the Son of Man did not come to be served
 but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many."

Reflection
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Friday (July 25):  Whoever Hears the Word and Understands ItMeditation: How good are you at listening, especially for the word of God? God is ever ready to speak to each of us and to give us understanding of his word. This parable of Jesus is a warning to those who hear and who preach the word of God. What makes us ineffective and unresponsive to God's word? Preoccupation with other things can distract us from what is truly important and worthwhile. And letting our hearts and minds be consumed with material things can easily weigh us down and draw us away from the treasure that lasts for eternity.

Allowing God's word to take root in our heart
God's word can only take root in a receptive heart which is docile and ready to hear what God has to say. One lesson is clear: the harvest is sure .While some seed will fall by the wayside and some fall on shallow ground and never come to maturity, and some be choked to death by the thorns; nonetheless a harvest will come. The seed that falls on good soil, on the heart that is receptive, will reap abundant fruit. Are you teachable and eager to learn God's truth? And do you allow anything to keep you from submitting to God's word with joy and trusting obedience?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to guard the word you have planted in my heart that no doubt or temptation may keep me from believing and obeying you. May I be fruitful in your service and may I never fear to speak of you to others and to share with them the good news of the Gospel.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 26, 2025

Memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Reading I

Exodus 24:3-8

When Moses came to the people
 and related all the words and ordinances of the LORD, 
 they all answered with one voice,
 “We will do everything that the LORD has told us.”
 Moses then wrote down all the words of the LORD and,
 rising early the next day,
 he erected at the foot of the mountain an altar
 and twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 Then, having sent certain young men of the children of Israel
 to offer burnt offerings and sacrifice young bulls
 as peace offerings to the LORD,
 Moses took half of the blood and put it in large bowls;
 the other half he splashed on the altar.
 Taking the book of the covenant, he read it aloud to the people,
 who answered, “All that the LORD has said, we will heed and do.”
 Then he took the blood and sprinkled it on the people, saying,
 “This is the blood of the covenant
 that the LORD has made with you
 in accordance with all these words of his.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15

R. (14a) Offer to God a sacrifice of praise.

God the LORD has spoken and summoned the earth,
 from the rising of the sun to its setting.
 From Zion, perfect in beauty,
 God shines forth.

R. Offer to God a sacrifice of praise.

“Gather my faithful ones before me,
 those who have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”
 And the heavens proclaim his justice;
 for God himself is the judge.

R. Offer to God a sacrifice of praise.

“Offer to God praise as your sacrifice
 and fulfill your vows to the Most High;
 Then call upon me in time of distress;
 I will rescue you, and you shall glorify me.”

R. Offer to God a sacrifice of praise.

Alleluia

James 1:21bc

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Humbly welcome the word that has been planted in you
 and is able to save your souls.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 13:24-30

Jesus proposed a parable to the crowds.
 “The Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man
 who sowed good seed in his field.
 While everyone was asleep his enemy came
 and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and then went off.
 When the crop grew and bore fruit, the weeds appeared as well.
 The slaves of the householder came to him and said,
 ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
 Where have the weeds come from?’
 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’
 His slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’
 He replied, ‘No, if you pull up the weeds
 you might uproot the wheat along with them.
 Let them grow together until harvest;
 then at harvest time I will say to the harvesters,
 “First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning;
 but gather the wheat into my barn.”’”

Memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Reading 1

Sirach 44:1, 10-15

Now will I praise those godly men,
 our ancestors, each in his own time:
 These were godly men
 whose virtues have not been forgotten;
 Their wealth remains in their families,
 their heritage with their descendants;
 Through God's covenant with them their family endures,
 their posterity for their sake.

And for all time their progeny will endure,
 their glory will never be blotted out;
 Their bodies are peacefully laid away,
 but their name lives on and on.
 At gatherings their wisdom is retold,
 and the assembly proclaims their praise.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 132:11, 13-14, 17-18

R. (Luke 1:32) God will give him the throne of David, his father.

The LORD swore to David
 a firm promise from which he will not withdraw:
 "Your own offspring
 I will set upon your throne."

R. God will give him the throne of David, his father.

For the LORD has chosen Zion;
 he prefers her for his dwelling.
 "Zion is my resting place forever;
 in her will I dwell, for I prefer her."

R. God will give him the throne of David, his father.

"In her will I make a horn to sprout forth for David;
 I will place a lamp for my anointed.
 His enemies I will clothe with shame,
 but upon him my crown shall shine."

R. God will give him the throne of David, his father.

Alleluia

See Luke 2:25c

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

They yearned for the comforting of Israel,
 and the Holy Spirit rested upon them.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 13:16-17

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Blessed are your eyes, because they see,
 and your ears, because they hear.
 Amen, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people
 longed to see what you see but did not see it,
 and to hear what you hear but did not hear it."


Reflection
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Saturday (July 26):  Guarding the Good Seed of God's Word in Our HeartMeditation: What can malicious weed-sowing tell us about the kingdom of God? The image Jesus uses here is a common everyday example of planting, harvesting, and sorting the good fruit from the bad. Weeds can spoil and even kill a good harvest if they are not separated and destroyed at the proper time. Uprooting them too early, though, can destroy the good plants in the process.

Guard God's implanted word in your heart
Just as nature teaches us patience, so God's patience also teaches us to guard the word which he has planted in our hearts and to beware of the destructive force of sin and deception which can destroy it. God's word brings life, but Satan, the father of lies, seeks to destroy the good seed which God plants in the hearts of those who listen to his word.

God's judgment is not hasty, but it does come. And in the end, God will reward each person according to what he or she has sown and reaped in this life. In that day God will separate the evil from the good. Do you allow God's word to take deep root in your heart?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your word take deep root in my heart and may I bear good fruit for your glory. May I hunger for your righteousness now that I may also look forward to the day of judgment with joy rather than with dismay.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 27, 2025

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Genesis 18:20-32

In those days, the LORD said: "The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great,
 and their sin so grave,
 that I must go down and see whether or not their actions
 fully correspond to the cry against them that comes to me.
 I mean to find out."

While Abraham's visitors walked on farther toward Sodom,
 the LORD remained standing before Abraham.
 Then Abraham drew nearer and said:
 "Will you sweep away the innocent with the guilty?
 Suppose there were fifty innocent people in the city;
 would you wipe out the place, rather than spare it
 for the sake of the fifty innocent people within it?
 Far be it from you to do such a thing,
 to make the innocent die with the guilty
 so that the innocent and the guilty would be treated alike!
 Should not the judge of all the world act with justice?"
 The LORD replied,
 "If I find fifty innocent people in the city of Sodom,
 I will spare the whole place for their sake."
 Abraham spoke up again:
 "See how I am presuming to speak to my Lord,
 though I am but dust and ashes!
 What if there are five less than fifty innocent people?
 Will you destroy the whole city because of those five?"
 He answered, "I will not destroy it, if I find forty-five there."
 But Abraham persisted, saying "What if only forty are found there?"
 He replied, "I will forbear doing it for the sake of the forty."
 Then Abraham said, "Let not my Lord grow impatient if I go on.
 What if only thirty are found there?"
 He replied, "I will forbear doing it if I can find but thirty there."
 Still Abraham went on,
 "Since I have thus dared to speak to my Lord,
 what if there are no more than twenty?"
 The LORD answered, "I will not destroy it, for the sake of the twenty."
 But he still persisted:
 "Please, let not my Lord grow angry if I speak up this last time.
 What if there are at least ten there?"
 He replied, "For the sake of those ten, I will not destroy it."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8

R.(3a) Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart,
 for you have heard the words of my mouth;
 in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise;
 I will worship at your holy temple
 and give thanks to your name.

R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.

Because of your kindness and your truth;
 for you have made great above all things
 your name and your promise.
 When I called you answered me;
 you built up strength within me.

R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.

The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees,
 and the proud he knows from afar.
 Though I walk amid distress, you preserve me;
 against the anger of my enemies you raise your hand.

R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.

Your right hand saves me.
 The LORD will complete what he has done for me;
 your kindness, O LORD, endures forever;
 forsake not the work of your hands.

R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.

Reading 2

Colossians 2:12-14

Brothers and sisters:
 You were buried with him in baptism,
 in which you were also raised with him
 through faith in the power of God,
 who raised him from the dead.
 And even when you were dead
 in transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
 he brought you to life along with him,
 having forgiven us all our transgressions;
 obliterating the bond against us, with its legal claims,
 which was opposed to us,
 he also removed it from our midst, nailing it to the cross.

Alleluia

Romans 8:15bc

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

You have received a Spirit of adoption,
 through which we cry, Abba, Father.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 11:1-13

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he had finished,
 one of his disciples said to him,
 "Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples."
 He said to them, "When you pray, say:
 Father, hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come.
 Give us each day our daily bread
 and forgive us our sins
 for we ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us,
 and do not subject us to the final test."

And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend
 to whom he goes at midnight and says,
 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread,
 for a friend of mine has arrived at my house from a journey
 and I have nothing to offer him,'
 and he says in reply from within,
 'Do not bother me; the door has already been locked
 and my children and I are already in bed.
 I cannot get up to give you anything.'
 I tell you,
 if he does not get up to give the visitor the loaves
 because of their friendship,
 he will get up to give him whatever he needs
 because of his persistence.

"And I tell you, ask and you will receive;
 seek and you will find;
 knock and the door will be opened to you.
 For everyone who asks, receives;
 and the one who seeks, finds;
 and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
 What father among you would hand his son a snake
 when he asks for a fish?
 Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg?
 If you then, who are wicked,
 know how to give good gifts to your children,
 how much more will the Father in heaven
 give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?"


Reflection
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17th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Cycle C 

 
 Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Genesis 18:20-32 

 
 Unusual though the circumstance is, this week’s Old Testament reading continues the Old Testament reading we heard last week. As you will recall, last week we heard of Abraham’s encounter with the three visitors and the promise of a son (Genesis 18:1-10). Today we hear of Abraham’s bargaining with God over the fate of Sodom. This story expresses our need to pray for ourselves and for others, as Abraham did. It also shows that prayers are heard.  
   
 20 [In those days,] the LORD said: “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great, and their sin so grave, 21 that I must go down and see whether or not their actions fully correspond to the cry against them that comes to me. I mean to find out.”   
   
 This represents what is thought to be a primitive theology (see also Genesis 11:5 – the Tower of Babel) wherein God does not see all – but receives reports.  
   
 22 While the two men walked on farther toward Sodom,   
   
 In last week’s reading, Abraham received three visitors: The Lord (God) and two angels. This is a continuation of that story. The two angels go off to investigate Sodom; Abraham stays behind to stand before Yahweh, into whose confidence he has been taken.  
   
 the LORD remained standing before Abraham. 23 Then Abraham drew nearer to him and said: “Will you sweep away the innocent with the guilty?   
   
 Abraham wants to know whether the judge of all the world will deal justly. Abraham, though conscious of the distance between himself and God, dares to commence bargaining with God to the point that only ten righteous suffice to avert destruction.  
   
 24 Suppose there were fifty innocent people in the city; would you wipe out the place, rather than spare it for the sake of the fifty innocent people within it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing, to make the innocent die with the guilty, so that the innocent and the guilty would be treated alike! Should not the judge of all the world act with justice?” 26 The LORD replied, “If I find fifty innocent people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 27 Abraham spoke up again: “See how I am presuming to speak to my Lord, though I am but dust and ashes! 28 What if there are five less than fifty innocent people? Will you destroy the whole city because of those five?” “I will not destroy it,” he answered, “if I find forty-five there.” 29 But Abraham persisted, saying, “What if only forty are found there?” He replied, “I will forebear doing it for the sake of the forty.” 30 Then he said, “Let not my Lord grow impatient if I go on. What if only thirty are found there?” He replied, “I will forebear doing it if I can find but thirty there.” 31 Still he went on, “Since I have thus dared to speak to my Lord, what if there are no more than twenty?” “I will not destroy it,” he answered, “for the sake of the twenty.” 32 But he still persisted: “Please, let not my Lord grow angry if I speak up this last time. What if there are at least ten there?” “For the sake of those ten,” he replied, “I will not destroy it.”  
   
 Ten is the natural limit in Abraham’s questioning; below that number God can save individuals within the city as will happen with Lot. 

 

2nd Reading - Colossians 2:12-14 

 
 Last week we heard Paul tell of his role in proclaiming the gospel. This week we hear him as he answers the Judaizers. To better understand today’s reading, it is necessary to back up one verse: “In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of flesh in the circumcision of Christ.”  
   
 The “circumcision of Christ” to which Paul refers is baptism. In the Old Covenant, the rite of initiation into God’s family was circumcision. In the New Covenant, this same rite of initiation is baptism. In the Old Covenant, the mark was on the physical body but under the New Covenant, the mark is placed on the soul.  
   
 12    You were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.   
   
 See Romans 6:3-6. In Romans 6:5, those who have died with Christ in baptism will in the future be united with Him in resurrection; in Colossians this resurrection has already happened.  
   
 “And on that night of His passion and death He showed them the Sacrament of Baptism, just as the Apostle has stated: ‘You have been buried with Him in Baptism unto death, and you have risen up with Him in the power of God (Romans 6:4-5; Colossians 2:12).’ Know then, my beloved, that the Baptism of John was of no value for the forgiveness of sins, but for repentance.” [Aphraates the Persian Sage (between A.D. 336-345), Treatises 12,10]  
   
 13    And even when you were dead (in) transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, he brought you to life along with him,   
   
 Saint Paul is directing the teaching to the members of the community, pagan converts. He is describing the result of being in union with Christ, the forgiveness of sins. When they were baptized, all prior sins were forgiven (see Acts 2:38).  
   
 having forgiven us all our transgressions;   
   
 Baptismal regeneration. Baptism forgives all previous sins.  
   
 14    obliterating the bond against us,   
   
 This word translated as “bond” is found only here in the New Testament and is used to indicate a handwritten bond of debt. The indebtedness may be the necessity of paying the penalty for an infraction of the Law – death was punishment for disobedience. The covenant curse of death came upon all mankind because of the sin of Adam.  
   
 with its legal claims, which was opposed to us, he also removed it from our midst, nailing it to the cross.  
   
 Mankind could not be redeemed until this debt had been paid, by Jesus, through His offering on the cross.  
   
 “See to it that we do not again become debtors to the old contract. Christ came once; he found the certificate of our ancestral indebtedness which Adam wrote and signed. Adam contracted the debt; by our subsequent sins we increased the amount owed. In this contract are written a curse, and sin, and death and the condemnation of the Law. Christ took all these away and pardoned them. Saint Paul cries out and says: ‘The decree of our sins which was against us, he has taken it completely away, nailing it to the cross.’ He did not say ‘erasing the decree,’ nor did he say ‘blotting it out,’ but ‘nailing it to the cross,’ so that no trace of it might remain. This is why he did not erase it but tore it to pieces.” [Saint John Chrysostom (ca. A.D. 388-389), Baptismal Catecheses 3,21] 

 

Gospel - Luke 11:1-13 

 
 Having heard the parable of the good Samaritan two weeks ago and the visit to Martha and Mary’s home last week, this week we hear Luke’s rendition of the “Our Father” and Jesus’ teaching on prayer. Luke’s version of the “Our Father” is different enough from Matthew’s version to indicate that each must stem from a separate liturgical tradition in the early Church. In Matthew there are seven petitions, in Luke only four. Both forms have been translated into Aramaic and this shows that both versions were composed in rhyme; a type of poetry that can be traced to Jewish synagogal prayers of the 1st century A.D.. The Church uses the longer form of the Lord’s prayer, that of Saint Matthew in the Mass.  
   
 11:1 He was praying in a certain place,   
   
 Recall that Jesus always prays just before something of theological significance in Luke’s gospel.  
   
 and when he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples.”   
   
 To have its own distinctive form of prayer was the mark of a religious community. Jesus will not only teach them to pray, but how to live out the prayer and act as His followers.  
   
 2 He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father,   
   
 When our Lord prays, He begins with the word “Father”. Father into thy hands I commit my spirit (Luke 23:46). We can say that the first characteristic prayer should have is the simplicity of a child speaking to its father.  
   
 hallowed be your name,  
   
 In this first petition to our Father, we pray God may be known, lived, honored and served by everyone; and by ourselves in particular. This means that we want unbelievers to come to a knowledge of the true God, heretics to recognize their errors, schismatics to return to the unity of the Church, sinners to be converted, and the righteous to persevere in doing good. By this first petition, our Lord is teaching us that we must desire God’s glory more than our own interest and advantage.  
  your kingdom come.   
   
 By the kingdom of God we understand a triple spiritual kingdom: the kingdom of God in us, which is grace; the kingdom of God on earth, which is the Church; and the kingdom of God in heaven, which is eternal bliss. We pray that God reign in us with His sanctifying grace; we pray that His Church extend and spread all over the world for the salvation of men; and we pray that one day we be admitted to that eternal bliss for which we have been created.  
   
 3    Give us each day our daily bread  
   
 The tradition of the Church usually interprets the bread as not only material bread, since “man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4; Deuteronomy 8:3). Here Jesus wants us to ask God for “what we need each day for soul and body.” For our soul we ask God to sustain our spiritual life, that is, we beg Him to give us His grace, of which we are continually in need. The life of our soul is sustained mainly by the divine Word and by the Eucharist.  
   
 4    and forgive us our sins  
   
 Luke has “sins” in place of Matthew’s “debts”.  
   
 for we ourselves forgive  
   
 Here is the only instance in the “Our Father” of an action on the Christian’s part. So rigorously does God exact from us forgetfulness of injuries and mutual affection and love, that He rejects and despises gifts and sacrifices of those who are not reconciled to one another (Matthew 5:23-24).  
   
 everyone in debt to us, and do not subject us to the final test.”  
   
 The final onslaught of the demon. The disciples pray that their ever loving God will preserve them from apostasy from the Christian Way.  
   
 5    And he said to them,   
   
 Only Luke gives this parable which teaches that one of the essential features of prayer is trusting perseverance. Our Lord encourages us not to desist in asking God to hear us, Persevere even when your efforts seem barren. Prayer is always fruitful. Saint Monica prayed for Saint Augustine’s conversion for thirty years before it happened.  
   
 “Suppose one of you has a friend to whom he goes at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived at my house from a journey and I have nothing to offer him,’ 7 and he says in reply from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked and my children and I are already in bed.   
   
 The entire family slept on a mat in the raised part of a single-roomed peasant house.  
   
 I cannot get up to give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, if he does not get up to give him the loaves because of their friendship, he will get up to give him whatever he needs because of his persistence. 9 “And I tell you,   
   
 We have Jesus’ personal assurance so keep on asking, seeking, knocking... Since these verbs have no object, Jesus is not teaching what to pray for, but how to pray.   
   
 ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 What father among you would hand his son a snake when he asks for a fish? 12 Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg? 13 If you then, who are wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Father in heaven give  
   
 Our Lord uses the example of human parenthood as a comparison to stress again the wonderful fact that God is our Father, for God’s Fatherhood is the source of parenthood in heaven and on earth (Ephesians 3:15).  
   
 the holy Spirit to those who ask him?”             
   
 The loving Father now leads us gently to Himself through the action of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. 
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Sunday (July 27):  Give Us Each Day Our Daily BreadMeditation: Do you pray with joy and confidence? The Jews were noted for their devotion to prayer. Formal prayer was prescribed for three set times a day. And the rabbis had a prayer for every occasion. It was also a custom for rabbis to teach their disciples a simple prayer they might use on a regular basis. Jesus' disciples ask him for such a prayer. When Jesus taught his disciples to pray he gave them the disciple's prayer, what we call the Our Father or Lord's Prayer.

God treats us as his own sons and daughters
What does Jesus' prayer tell us about God and about ourselves? First, it tells us that God is both Father in being the Creator and Author of all that he has made, the first origin of everything and transcendent authority, and he is eternally Father by his relationship to his only begotten Son who, reciprocally is Son only in relation to his Father (Matthew 11:27). All fatherhood and motherhood is derived from him (Ephesians 3:14-15). In the Lord Jesus Christ we are spiritually reborn and made new, and we become the adopted children of God (John 1:12-13; 3:3).

We can approach God confidently as a Father who loves us
Jesus teaches us to address God as "our Father" and to confidently ask him for the things we need to live as his sons and daughters. We can approach God our Father with confidence and boldness because Jesus Christ has opened the way to heaven for us through his atoning death and resurrection. When we ask God for help, he fortunately does not give us what we deserve. Instead, he responds with grace (his favor and blessing) and mercy (pardon and healing). He is kind and forgiving towards us and he expects us to treat our neighbor the same.

We can pray with expectant faith and trust in the Father's goodness
We can pray with expectant faith because our heavenly Father truly loves each one of us and and he treats us as his beloved sons and daughters. He delights to give us what is good. His love and grace transforms us and makes us like himself. Through his grace and power we can love and serve one another as Jesus taught - with mercy, pardon, and loving-kindness.

Do you treat others as they deserve, or do you treat them as the Lord Jesus would with grace and mercy? Jesus' prayer includes a petition that we must ask God to forgive us in proportion as we forgive those who have wronged us (Matthew 6:14-15). God's grace frees us from every form of anger, resentment, envy, and hatred. Are you ready to forgive others as the Lord Jesus forgives you?

Parable of the late night guest
What can we expect from God, especially when we recognize that he doesn't owe us anything and that we don't deserve his grace and favor? Jesus used an illustration from the hospitality customs of his time to show how God is always ready to treat us with the best he has to offer. The rule of hospitality in biblical times required that every guest, whether stranger or friend, be warmly welcomed, refreshed (which often involved the washing of feet), and fed with the best food and drink available. It didn't matter what time of the day or night the guests might show up, it was your duty to stop what you were doing so you could give the guests the best care and shelter you could provide. If there wasn't adequate sleeping accommodation for both your guests and your family, the family slept outside under the stars. When guests showed up in a village, the whole community could be prevailed upon to provide whatever was needed.

Jesus' parable of the importunate and bothersome neighbor shows a worst case scenario of what might happen when an unexpected guest shows up in the middle of the night! The family awakens, unbolts the locked door to receive the guest, then washes the guest's feet, and the wife begins to prepare a meal. When the wife discovers that she has no bread to set before the guest, she prevails on her husband to go and get bread from a nearby family, who by now is also asleep with their door bolted shut. In a small village it would be easy for the wife to know who had baked bread that day. Bread was essential for a meal because it served as a utensil for dipping and eating from the common dishes. Asking for bread from one's neighbor was both a common occurrence and an expected favor. To refuse to give bread would bring shame because it was a sign of inhospitality.

God's generosity towards us
If a neighbor can be imposed upon and coerced into giving bread in the middle of the night, will not God, our heavenly Father and provider, also treat us with kind and generous care no matter how troubling or inconvenient the circumstances might appear? Jesus states emphatically, How much more will the heavenly Father give! St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) reminds us that "God, who does not sleep and who awakens us from sleep that we may ask, gives much more graciously." The Lord Jesus assures us that we can bring our needs to our heavenly Father who is always ready to give not only what we need, but more than we can ask. God gives the best he has. He freely pours out the blessing of his Holy Spirit upon us so that we may be filled with the abundance of his provision. Do you approach your heavenly Father with confidence in his mercy and kindness towards you?

Prayer: Father in heaven, you have given me a mind to know you, a will to serve you, and a heart to love you. Give me today the grace and strength to embrace your holy will and fill my heart with your love that all my intentions and actions may be pleasing to you. Help me to be kind and forgiving towards my neighbor as you have been towards me.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 28, 2025

Monday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Exodus 32:15-24, 30-34

Moses turned and came down the mountain
 with the two tablets of the commandments in his hands,
 tablets that were written on both sides, front and back;
 tablets that were made by God,
 having inscriptions on them that were engraved by God himself.
 Now, when Joshua heard the noise of the people shouting,
 he said to Moses, “That sounds like a battle in the camp.”
 But Moses answered, “It does not sound like cries of victory,
 nor does it sound like cries of defeat;
 the sounds that I hear are cries of revelry.”
 As he drew near the camp, he saw the calf and the dancing.
 With that, Moses’ wrath flared up, so that he threw the tablets down
 and broke them on the base of the mountain.
 Taking the calf they had made, he fused it in the fire
 and then ground it down to powder,
 which he scattered on the water and made the children of Israel drink.

Moses asked Aaron, “What did this people ever do to you
 that you should lead them into so grave a sin?”
 Aaron replied, “Let not my lord be angry.
 You know well enough how prone the people are to evil.
 They said to me, ‘Make us a god to be our leader;
 as for the man Moses who brought us out of the land of Egypt,
 we do not know what has happened to him.’
 So I told them, ‘Let anyone who has gold jewelry take it off.’
 They gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and this calf came out.”

On the next day Moses said to the people,
 “You have committed a grave sin.
 I will go up to the LORD, then;
 perhaps I may be able to make atonement for your sin.”
 So Moses went back to the LORD and said,
 “Ah, this people has indeed committed a grave sin
 in making a god of gold for themselves!
 If you would only forgive their sin!
 If you will not, then strike me out of the book that you have written.”
 The LORD answered, “Him only who has sinned against me
 will I strike out of my book.
 Now, go and lead the people to the place I have told you.
 My angel will go before you.
 When it is time for me to punish, I will punish them for their sin.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 106:19-20, 21-22, 23

R. (1a) Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Our fathers made a calf in Horeb
 and adored a molten image;
 They exchanged their glory
 for the image of a grass-eating bullock.

R. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

They forgot the God who had saved them,
 who had done great deeds in Egypt,
 Wondrous deeds in the land of Ham,
 terrible things at the Red Sea.

R. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Then he spoke of exterminating them,
 but Moses, his chosen one,
 Withstood him in the breach
 to turn back his destructive wrath.

R. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Alleluia

James 1:18

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Father willed to give us birth by the word of truth
 that we may be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 13:31-35

Jesus proposed a parable to the crowds.
 “The Kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
 that a person took and sowed in a field.
 It is the smallest of all the seeds,
 yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants.
 It becomes a large bush,
 and the birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches.”

He spoke to them another parable.
 “The Kingdom of heaven is like yeast
 that a woman took and mixed with three measures of wheat flour
 until the whole batch was leavened.”

All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables.
 He spoke to them only in parables,
 to fulfill what had been said through the prophet:

I will open my mouth in parables,
 I will announce what has lain hidden from the foundation of the world.

Reflection
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Monday (July 28):  What the Kingdom of Heaven Is LikeMeditation: What can mustard seeds and leaven teach us about the kingdom of God? The tiny mustard seed literally grew to be a tree which attracted numerous birds because they loved the little black mustard seed it produced. God's kingdom works in a similar fashion. It starts from the smallest beginnings in the hearts of men and women who are receptive to God's word. And it works unseen and causes a transformation from within.

Hidden power of transforming seeds and leaven
Leaven is another powerful agent of change. A lump of dough left to itself remains just what it is, a lump of dough. But when the leaven is added to it a transformation takes place which produces rich and wholesome bread when heated - the staple of life for humans.

God's word has power to transforms us
The kingdom of God produces a transformation in those who receive the new life which Jesus Christ offers. When we yield our lives to Jesus Christ and allow his word to take root in our heart, we are transformed and made holy by the power of the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. Paul the Apostle says, "we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us" (2 Corinthians 4:7). Do you believe in the transforming power of the Holy Spirit?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, fill me with your Holy Spirit and transform me into the Christ-like holiness you desire. Increase my zeal for your kingdom and instill in me a holy desire to live for your greater glory.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 29, 2025

Memorial of Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus

Reading I

Exodus 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28

The tent, which was called the meeting tent,
 Moses used to pitch at some distance away, outside the camp.
 Anyone who wished to consult the LORD
 would go to this meeting tent outside the camp.
 Whenever Moses went out to the tent, the people would all rise
 and stand at the entrance of their own tents,
 watching Moses until he entered the tent.
 As Moses entered the tent, the column of cloud would come down
 and stand at its entrance while the LORD spoke with Moses.
 On seeing the column of cloud stand at the entrance of the tent,
 all the people would rise and worship
 at the entrance of their own tents.
 The LORD used to speak to Moses face to face,
 as one man speaks to another.
 Moses would then return to the camp,
 but his young assistant, Joshua, son of Nun,
 would not move out of the tent.

Moses stood there with the LORD and proclaimed his name, “LORD.”
 Thus the LORD passed before him and cried out,
 “The LORD, the LORD, a merciful and gracious God,
 slow to anger and rich in kindness and fidelity,
 continuing his kindness for a thousand generations,
 and forgiving wickedness and crime and sin;
 yet not declaring the guilty guiltless,
 but punishing children and grandchildren
 to the third and fourth generation for their fathers’ wickedness!”
 Moses at once bowed down to the ground in worship.
 Then he said, “If I find favor with you, O LORD,
 do come along in our company.
 This is indeed a stiff-necked people; 
 yet pardon our wickedness and sins,
 and receive us as your own.”

So Moses stayed there with the LORD for forty days and forty nights,
 without eating any food or drinking any water,
 and he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant,
 the ten commandments.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 103:6-7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-13

R. (8a) The Lord is kind and merciful.

The LORD secures justice
 and the rights of all the oppressed.
 He has made known his ways to Moses,
 and his deeds to the children of Israel.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

Merciful and gracious is the LORD,
 slow to anger and abounding in kindness.
 He will not always chide,
 nor does he keep his wrath forever.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

Not according to our sins does he deal with us,
 nor does he requite us according to our crimes.
 For as the heavens are high above the earth,
 so surpassing is his kindness toward those who fear him.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

As far as the east is from the west,
 so far has he put our transgressions from us.
 As a father has compassion on his children,
 so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 11:19-27

Many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary
 to comfort them about their brother [Lazarus, who had died].
 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
 she went to meet him;
 but Mary sat at home.
 Martha said to Jesus,
 “Lord, if you had been here,
 my brother would not have died.
 But even now I know that whatever you ask of God,
 God will give you.”
 Jesus said to her,
 “Your brother will rise.”
 Martha said to him,
 “I know he will rise,
 in the resurrection on the last day.”
 Jesus told her,
 “I am the resurrection and the life;
 whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live,
 and anyone who lives and believes in me will never die.
 Do you believe this?”
 She said to him, “Yes, Lord.
 I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
 the one who is coming into the world.”

or
 Luke 10:38-42

Jesus entered a village
 where a woman whose name was Martha welcomed him.
 She had a sister named Mary
 who sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak.
 Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and said,
 “Lord, do you not care
 that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving?
 Tell her to help me.”
 The Lord said to her in reply,
 “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things.
 There is need of only one thing.
 Mary has chosen the better part
 and it will not be taken from her.”

Memorial of Saints Martha, Mary, and Lazarus

The Gospel for this memorial is proper. The first reading may be taken from the weekday, the reading found here below, or from the Common of Holy Men and Women, #737-742.

Reading 1

1 John 4:7-16

Beloved, let us love one another,
 because love is of God;
 everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God.
 Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love.
 In this way the love of God was revealed to us:
 God sent his only-begotten Son into the world
 so that we might have life through him.
 In this is love:
 not that we have loved God, but that he loved us
 and sent his Son as expiation for our sins.
 Beloved, if God so loved us,
 we also must love one another.
 No one has ever seen God.
 Yet, if we love one another, God remains in us,
 and his love is brought to perfection in us.

This is how we know that we remain in him and he in us,
 that he has given us of his Spirit.
 Moreover, we have seen and testify
 that the Father sent his Son as savior of the world.
 Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God,
 God remains in him and he in God.
 We have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us.

God is love, and whoever remains in love
 remains in God and God in him.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11

R. (2) I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. (9) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear me and be glad.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
 for nought is lacking to those who fear him.
 The great grow poor and hungry;
 but those who seek the LORD want for no good thing.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia 

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 11:19-27

Many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary
 to comfort them about their brother [Lazarus, who had died].
 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
 she went to meet him;
 but Mary sat at home.
 Martha said to Jesus,
 "Lord, if you had been here,
 my brother would not have died.
 But even now I know that whatever you ask of God,
 God will give you."
 Jesus said to her,
 "Your brother will rise."
 Martha said to him,
 "I know he will rise,
 in the resurrection on the last day."
 Jesus told her,
 "I am the resurrection and the life;
 whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live,
 and anyone who lives and believes in me will never die.
 Do you believe this?"
 She said to him, "Yes, Lord.
 I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
 the one who is coming into the world."

Or
 Luke 10:38-42

Jesus entered a village
 where a woman whose name was Martha welcomed him.
 She had a sister named Mary
 who sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak.
 Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and said,
 "Lord, do you not care
 that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving?
 Tell her to help me."
 The Lord said to her in reply,
 "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things.
 There is need of only one thing.
 Mary has chosen the better part
 and it will not be taken from her."

Reflection
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Tuesday (July 29):  The Righteous Will Shine like the Sun in the Father's KingdomMeditation: Are you quick to judge the faults of others? Jesus' parable teaches us patience lest we judge before the time is right. Jesus also warns that there is an enemy who seeks to destroy the good seed of his word before it can bear fruit. Both good and evil can be sown in our hearts like tiny seeds which germinate, and in due time yield a harvest of good or bad fruit. We must stand guard lest evil take root in our hearts and corrupt us.

Reaping what we sow in this life
Charles Read wrote: "Sow an act and you reap a habit. Sow a habit and you reap a character. Sow a character and you reap a destiny." In the day of judgment each will reap what he or she has sown in this life. Those who sow good will shine in the kingdom of their Father. They will radiate with the beauty, joy, and fullness of God's love. Do you allow the love of Jesus Christ to rule in your heart, thoughts, and actions?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your all-consuming love rule in my heart and transform my life that I may sow what is good, worthy, and pleasing to you.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 30, 2025

Wednesday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Exodus 34:29-35

As Moses came down from Mount Sinai
 with the two tablets of the commandments in his hands,
 he did not know that the skin of his face had become radiant
 while he conversed with the LORD.
 When Aaron, then, and the other children of Israel saw Moses
 and noticed how radiant the skin of his face had become,
 they were afraid to come near him.
 Only after Moses called to them did Aaron
 and all the rulers of the community come back to him.
 Moses then spoke to them.
 Later on, all the children of Israel came up to him,
 and he enjoined on them all that the LORD
 had told him on Mount Sinai.
 When he finished speaking with them,
 he put a veil over his face.
 Whenever Moses entered the presence of the LORD to converse with him,
 he removed the veil until he came out again.
 On coming out, he would tell the children of Israel
 all that had been commanded.
 Then the children of Israel would see
 that the skin of Moses' face was radiant;
 so he would again put the veil over his face
 until he went in to converse with the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 99:5, 6, 7, 9

R. (see 9c) Holy is the Lord our God.

Extol the LORD, our God,
 and worship at his footstool;
 holy is he!

R. Holy is the Lord our God.

Moses and Aaron were among his priests,
 and Samuel, among those who called upon his name;
 they called upon the LORD, and he answered them.

R. Holy is the Lord our God.

From the pillar of cloud he spoke to them;
 they heard his decrees and the law he gave them.

R. Holy is the Lord our God.

Extol the LORD, our God,
 and worship at his holy mountain;
 for holy is the LORD, our God.

R. Holy is the Lord our God.

Alleluia

John 15:15b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I call you my friends, says the Lord,
 for I have made known to you all that the Father has told me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 13:44-46

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "The Kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field,
 which a person finds and hides again,
 and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
 Again, the Kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
 searching for fine pearls.
 When he finds a pearl of great price,
 he goes and sells all that he has and buys it."

Optional Memorial of Saint Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730.



Reading 1

Ephesians 3:8-12

Brothers and sisters:
 To me, the very least of all the holy ones, this grace was given,
 to preach to the Gentiles the inscrutable riches of Christ,
 and to bring to light for all what is the plan of the mystery
 hidden from ages past in God who created all things,
 so that the manifold wisdom of God
 might now be made known through the Church
 to the principalities and authorities in the heavens.
 This was according to the eternal purpose
 that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord,
 in whom we have boldness of speech
 and confidence of access through faith in him.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14

R. (12) Lord, teach me your statutes.

How shall a young man be faultless in his way?
 By keeping to your words.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

With all my heart I seek you;
 let me not stray from your commands.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Within my heart I treasure your promise,
 that I may not sin against you.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Blessed are you, O LORD;
 teach me your statutes.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

With my lips I declare
 all the ordinances of your mouth.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

In the way of your decrees I rejoice,
 as much as in all riches.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Alleluia

John 15:5

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the vine, you are the branches, says the Lord:
 whoever remains in me, and I in him, will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 6:43-45

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "A good tree does not bear rotten fruit,
 nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit.
 For every tree is known by its own fruit.
 For people do not pick figs from thornbushes,
 nor do they gather grapes from brambles.
 A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good,
 but an evil person out of a store of evil produces evil;
 for from the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks."


Reflection
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Wednesday (July 30):  Joy in Finding Hidden Treasure and Pearl of Great PriceMeditation: What do you treasure above all else and how do you keep it secure? In a peasant community the best safe was often the earth. The man in the parable "went in his joy" to sell everything he had (Matthew 13:44). Why? Because he found a hidden treasure worth possessing above everything else he had. He did not, however, have enough to buy the treasure. Fortunately, he only needed enough money to buy the field. In a similar fashion, God offers his kingdom as incomparable treasure at a price we can afford! We can't pay the full price for the rich and abundant life which God offers us - but when we willingly exchange our life for the life which God offers, we receive a treasure beyond compare.

Searching for the greatest treasure of all
The pearl of great price also tells us a similar lesson (Matthew 13:45). Pearls in the ancient world came to represent the supremely valuable. Why would a merchant sell everything for a single pearl of peerless value? No doubt because he was attracted to what he thought was the greatest treasure he could possess for himself. On another occasion Jesus told his disciples, "do not throw your pearls before swine" (Matthew 7:6). Beautiful unblemished pearls were intended to enhance the beauty and value of those who wore them. Do you recognize and value the hidden treasure of God's kingdom and the peerless pearl which the Lord Jesus offers to all who believe in him?

Discovering heavenly treasure
Discovering God's kingdom is like stumbling across a hidden treasure or finding the one pearl of great price. When we discover the kingdom of God we receive the greatest possible treasure - the Lord himself. Selling all that we have to obtain this incomparable treasure could mean many things - our friends, possessions, job, our "style of life", what we do with our free time. Treasure has a special connection to the heart, the place of desire and longing, the place of will and focus. The thing we most set our heart on is our highest treasure.

In this parable what does the treasure of the kingdom of heaven refer to? It certainly refers to the kingdom of God in all its aspects ( a kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit - Romans 14:17). But in a special way, the Lord himself is the treasure we seek. "If the Almighty is your gold and your precious silver, then you will delight yourself in the Almighty" (Job 22:22-23). Is the Lord the treasure and delight of your heart?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, reveal to me the true riches of your kingdom. Help me to set my heart on you alone as the treasure beyond compare with any other. Free my heart of any inordinate desires or attachment to other things that I may freely give to you all that I have in joy and gratitude for all that you have given to me. May I always find joy and delight in your presence.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


July 31, 2025

Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Priest

Reading 1

Exodus 40:16-21, 34-38

Moses did exactly as the LORD had commanded him.
 On the first day of the first month of the second year
 the Dwelling was erected.
 It was Moses who erected the Dwelling.
 He placed its pedestals, set up its boards, put in its bars,
 and set up its columns.
 He spread the tent over the Dwelling
 and put the covering on top of the tent,
 as the LORD had commanded him.
 He took the commandments and put them in the ark;
 he placed poles alongside the ark and set the propitiatory upon it.
 He brought the ark into the Dwelling and hung the curtain veil,
 thus screening off the ark of the commandments,
 as the LORD had commanded him.

Then the cloud covered the meeting tent,
 and the glory of the LORD filled the Dwelling.
 Moses could not enter the meeting tent,
 because the cloud settled down upon it
 and the glory of the LORD filled the Dwelling.
 Whenever the cloud rose from the Dwelling,
 the children of Israel would set out on their journey.
 But if the cloud did not lift, they would not go forward;
 only when it lifted did they go forward.
 In the daytime the cloud of the LORD was seen over the Dwelling;
 whereas at night, fire was seen in the cloud
 by the whole house of Israel
 in all the stages of their journey.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a, 11

R. (2) How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord, mighty God!

My soul yearns and pines
 for the courts of the LORD.
 My heart and my flesh
 cry out for the living God.

R. How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord, mighty God!

Even the sparrow finds a home,
 and the swallow a nest
 in which she puts her young–
 Your altars, O LORD of hosts,
 my king and my God!

R. How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord, mighty God!

Blessed they who dwell in your house!
 continually they praise you.
 Blessed the men whose strength you are!
 They go from strength to strength.

R. How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord, mighty God!

I had rather one day in your courts
 than a thousand elsewhere;
 I had rather lie at the threshold of the house of my God
 than dwell in the tents of the wicked.

R. How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord, mighty God!

Alleluia

See Acts 16:14b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Open our hearts, O Lord,
 to listen to the words of your Son.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 13:47-53

Jesus said to the disciples:
 "The Kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea,
 which collects fish of every kind.
 When it is full they haul it ashore
 and sit down to put what is good into buckets.
 What is bad they throw away.
 Thus it will be at the end of the age.
 The angels will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous
 and throw them into the fiery furnace,
 where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth."

"Do you understand all these things?"
 They answered, "Yes."
 And he replied,
 "Then every scribe who has been instructed in the Kingdom of heaven
 is like the head of a household who brings from his storeroom
 both the new and the old."
 When Jesus finished these parables, he went away from there.

Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1

Brothers and sisters:
 Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,
 do everything for the glory of God.
 Avoid giving offense, whether to Jews or Greeks
 or the Church of God,
 just as I try to please everyone in every way,
 not seeking my own benefit but that of the many,
 that they may be saved.
 Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11

R. (2) I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. (9) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear me and be glad.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
 for nought is lacking to those who fear him.
 The great grow poor and hungry;
 but those who seek the LORD want for no good thing.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:3

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 14:25-33

Great crowds were traveling with Jesus,
 and he turned and addressed them,
 "If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother,
 wife and children, brothers and sisters,
 and even his own life,
 he cannot be my disciple.
 Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me
 cannot be my disciple.
 Which of you wishing to construct a tower
 does not first sit down and calculate the cost
 to see if there is enough for its completion?
 Otherwise, after laying the foundation
 and finding himself unable to finish the work
 the onlookers should laugh at him and say,
 'This one began to build but did not have the resources to finish.'
 Or what king marching into battle would not first sit down
 and decide whether with ten thousand troops
 he can successfully oppose another king
 advancing upon him with twenty thousand troops?
 But if not, while he is still far away,
 he will send a delegation to ask for peace terms.
 In the same way,
 everyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions
 cannot be my disciple."


Reflection
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Thursday (July 31):  Trained for the Kingdom of HeavenMeditation: What can a story of a dragnet and a great catch of fish tell us about God's kingdom? The two most common ways of fishing in Jesus' time was with a casting-net (or hand-net) which was thrown from the shore and the drag-net or trawl which was let down or cast into the waters from a boat. As the boat moved through the waters the dragnet was drawn into the shape of a great cone which indiscriminately took in all kinds of fish and flotsam and jetsam swept in its path. It usually took several men to haul such a net to shore.

Reward and judgment at the end of the age
What is Jesus' point here? Just as a drag-net catches every kind of fish in the sea, so the church acts as God's instrument for gathering in all who will come. Just as the drag-net does not or cannot discriminate, so the church does not discriminate between the good and the bad, the useless and the useful. God's kingdom is open to all who will accept and believe. But there will come a time of separation, at the close of the age when the Lord Jesus returns again and sends out his angels who will separate the good and the bad and then send them to their respective destinations. Our duty in this present age is to gather in all who want to become citizens of God's kingdom here on earth as well as in heaven above.

The Lord Jesus, when he comes again at the end of this age, will give to those who believed in him and his way of truth and righteousness a glorified resurrected body and a home in his everlasting kingdom. But for those who refused to follow the Lord Jesus and his merciful word of truth and righteousness, their destiny will be total separation and loss of joy and happiness with God and his community of redeemed men and women. The Lord Jesus freely offers the treasure of abundant life and everlasting joy to all who believe in him and accept him as their Lord and Savior. Do you yearn for total peace, joy, and union with God in his everlasting kingdom?

Trained for the kingdom of heaven
What is the point of Jesus' parable about a "scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 13:52)? Jewish scribes were specially devoted to the study and practice of the Word of God entrusted to Moses (the first five books of the Bible) and in instructing others in how to live according to God's commandments and way of holiness. In the Old Testament Ezra was called "the ready scribe of the law of the God of heaven" (Book of Ezra 7:6,21). He received this title because he "had prepared his heart to seek the law of the L ORD , and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments" (Ezra 7:10). Ezra's heart was set on the kingdom of heaven because he revered God's word and he taught others through example and instruction to love and obey God's word.

The old and new treasure of God's word
Why does Jesus compare a "trained scribe" with a "householder who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old" (Matthew 13:52)? Some people love to store up old prized possessions along with their newly acquired prizes. Others are eager to get rid of the old to make room for the new. So why does Jesus seem to emphasize keeping the old along with the new? Why not replace the old, especially if the new seems to be better or more useful? Wouldn't a person want to throw away an old pair of shoes and replace them with a new pair - especially if the old pair became well-worn or torn beyond repair? But, who in his right mind would throw away an old precious jewel or some old gold coins simply because they were ancient and maybe tarnished a bit? Precious gems and gold do not lose their value with age! Like choice vintage wine they increase in value.

Jesus' parable of the "old" and the "new" certainly points to the "older covenants" which God made with his covenanted people of the Old Testament, beginning with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and with Moses on Mount Sinai, and with King David - the precursor of the Messiah (Psalm 89:3 and Psalm 110:1). Jesus' parable also points to the "new covenant" which he came to establish through the shedding of his blood on the cross and the anointing of his Holy Spirit who seals the new covenant on the day of Pentecost. Jesus did not come to abolish the Old Covenant but to fulfill it. The Lord calls us to treasure all of his word - all of his commandments, promises, precepts, and teaching (Psalm 119:14,72,127,162). Do you promise to keep all of God's commands? The Lord gives strength, blessing, and joy to those who treasure all of his word.

We would be impoverished today if we only possessed the treasures of the word of God in the "Old Testament" Scriptures or if we only knew the treasures of the "New Testament" Scriptures. Both the Old and New Testament Scriptures are given by the same eternal Father, inspired by the same eternal Holy Spirit, and fulfilled by the same eternal Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, who was with the Father from the beginning and who was sent from heaven to take on human flesh for our salvation (John 1:1-3,14).

Unity of the Old and New Testaments
There is a profound unity between the Old and New Testaments. Both are divinely inspired by one and the same Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16). The Old Testament prepares for the New and the New Testament fulfills the Old - the two shed light on each other. The Old Testament prepared the way for the coming of Jesus Christ as the redeemer of all who would be saved through his sacrifice on the cross. The New Testament lies hidden in the Old and the Old Testament is unveiled in the New. That is why Jesus interpreted the Old Testament Scriptures for his disciples and explained how he came to fulfill what was promised and foreshadowed in the Old (Luke 24:27). That is why we read the Old Testament in the light of Christ's saving death and resurrection. Do you revere the word of God in the Scriptures - both old and new - and see their fulfillment in the Lord Jesus Christ?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your word take deep root in my heart and transform my way of thinking, discerning, and acting. May your Spirit open my ears to hear and understand the word of God in the Scriptures that I may revere and treasure both the Old and the New Testaments which God has prepared for all who desire to enter his kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy. Help me to be a diligent student and faithful disciple of your word.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
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