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Fri, August  1, 2025
Memorial of Saint Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Mass Readings 

Reflection  
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 Sat, August 2 , 2025



Saturday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time
 Mass Readings 

Reflection
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Sun, August 3, 2025





Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
 Mass Readings


Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, August 4, 2025






Memorial of Saint John Vianney, Priest   

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Tue, August 5, 2025





Tuesday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time  

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Wed, August 6, 2025





Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Thurs, August 7, 2025




Thursday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Fri, August 8, 2025




Memorial of Saint Dominic, Priest



Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sat, August 9, 2025





Saturday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, August 10, 2025






Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, August 
11, 2025

Memorial of Saint Clare, Virgin

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, August 12, 2025




Tuesday of the Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Wed, August 13, 2025





Wednesday of the Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time



Mass Readings

Reflection
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Thurs, August 14, 2025




Memorial of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Fri, August 15, 2025





Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sat, August 16, 2025




Saturday of the Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time     

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Sun, August 17, 2025








Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings


Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, August 18, 2025








Monday of the Twentieth Week in Ordinary Time



Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, August 19, 2025

Tuesday of the Twentieth Week in Ordinary Time   

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Wed, August 20, 2025






Memorial of Saint Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the Church

 Mass Readings


Reflection
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Thurs, August 21, 2025



Memorial of Saint Pius X, Pope

Mass Readings


Reflection

[image: ]

 

Fri, August 22, 2025




Memorial of the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary   

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sat, August 23, 2025


Saturday of the Twentieth Week in Ordinary Time   
 Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sun, August 24, 2025




Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mon, August 25, 2025



Monday of the Twenty-first Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Tue, August 26, 2025





Tuesday of the Twenty-first Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings


Reflection
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Wed, August 27, 2025





Memorial of Saint Monica

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Thurs, August 28, 2025

Memorial of Saint Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Fri, August 29, 2025




Memorial of the Passion of Saint John the Baptist

Mass Readings

Reflection
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Sat, August 30, 2025





Saturday of the Twenty-first Week in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings

Reflection

[image: ]

 

Sun, August 31, 2025

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time


Mass Readings

Scripture Study

Reflection
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Mass Readings from the New American Bible are found at http://www.usccb.org/nab 
 Used in Mobile Gabriel with permission. 

New American Bible
 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
 3211 4th Street, N.E., Washington, DC 20017-1194 (202) 541-3000
 November 01, 1999 Copyright by United States Catholic Conference
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August 1, 2025

Memorial of Saint Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Reading 1

Leviticus 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37

The LORD said to Moses,
 "These are the festivals of the LORD which you shall celebrate
 at their proper time with a sacred assembly.
 The Passover of the LORD falls on the fourteenth day of the first month,
 at the evening twilight.
 The fifteenth day of this month is the LORD's feast of Unleavened Bread.
 For seven days you shall eat unleavened bread.
 On the first of these days you shall hold a sacred assembly
 and do no sort of work.
 On each of the seven days you shall offer an oblation to the LORD.
 Then on the seventh day you shall again hold a sacred assembly
 and do no sort of work."

The LORD said to Moses, "Speak to the children of Israel and tell them:
 When you come into the land which I am giving you,
 and reap your harvest,
 you shall bring a sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest
 to the priest, who shall wave the sheaf before the LORD
 that it may be acceptable for you.
 On the day after the sabbath the priest shall do this.

"Beginning with the day after the sabbath,
 the day on which you bring the wave-offering sheaf,
 you shall count seven full weeks,
 and then on the day after the seventh week, the fiftieth day,
 you shall present the new cereal offering to the LORD.

"The tenth of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement,
 when you shall hold a sacred assembly and mortify yourselves
 and offer an oblation to the LORD.

"The fifteenth day of this seventh month is the LORD's feast of Booths,
 which shall continue for seven days.
 On the first day there shall be a sacred assembly,
 and you shall do no sort of work.
 For seven days you shall offer an oblation to the LORD,
 and on the eighth day you shall again hold a sacred assembly
 and offer an oblation to the LORD.
 On that solemn closing you shall do no sort of work.

"These, therefore, are the festivals of the LORD
 on which you shall proclaim a sacred assembly,
 and offer as an oblation to the LORD burnt offerings and cereal offerings,
 sacrifices and libations, as prescribed for each day."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 81:3-4, 5-6, 10-11ab

R. (2a) Sing with joy to God our help.

Take up a melody, and sound the timbrel,
 the pleasant harp and the lyre.
 Blow the trumpet at the new moon,
 at the full moon, on our solemn feast.

R. Sing with joy to God our help.

For it is a statute in Israel,
 an ordinance of the God of Jacob,
 Who made it a decree for Joseph
 when he came forth from the land of Egypt.

R. Sing with joy to God our help.

There shall be no strange god among you
 nor shall you worship any alien god.
 I, the LORD, am your God
 who led you forth from the land of Egypt.

R. Sing with joy to God our help.

Alleluia

1 Peter 1:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The word of the Lord remains forever;
 this is the word that has been proclaimed to you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 13:54-58

Jesus came to his native place and taught the people in their synagogue.
 They were astonished and said,
 "Where did this man get such wisdom and mighty deeds?
 Is he not the carpenter's son?
 Is not his mother named Mary
 and his brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas?
 Are not his sisters all with us?
 Where did this man get all this?"
 And they took offense at him.
 But Jesus said to them,
 "A prophet is not without honor except in his native place
 and in his own house."
 And he did not work many mighty deeds there
 because of their lack of faith.

Memorial of Saint Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730.

Reading 1

Romans 8:1-4

Brothers and sisters:
 Now there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
 For the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus
 has freed you from the law of sin and death.
 For what the law, weakened by the flesh, was powerless to do,
 this God has done:
 by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh
 and for the sake of sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,
 so that the righteous decree of the law might be fulfilled in us,
 who live not according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14

R. (12) Lord, teach me your statutes.

How shall a young man be faultless in his way? 
 By keeping to your words.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

With all my heart I seek you;
 let me not stray from your commands.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Within my heart I treasure your promise,
 that I may not sin against you.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Blessed are you, O LORD;
 teach me your statutes.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

With my lips I declare
 all the ordinances of your mouth.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

In the way of your decrees I rejoice,
 as much as in all riches.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Let your light shine before others,
 that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 5:13-19

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "You are the salt of the earth.
 But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned?
 It is no longer good for anything
 but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.
 You are the light of the world.
 A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden.
 Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket;
 it is set on a lampstand,
 where it gives light to all in the house.
 Just so, your light must shine before others,
 that they may see your good deeds
 and glorify your heavenly Father.

"Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets.
 I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.
 Amen, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away,
 not the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter
 will pass from the law,
 until all things have taken place.
 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments
 and teaches others to do so
 will be called least in the Kingdom of heaven.
 But whoever obeys and teaches these commandments
 will be called greatest in the Kingdom of heaven."

Reflection
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Friday (August 1):  They Took Offense at JesusMeditation: Are you critical towards others, especially those who are close to you? The most severe critics are often people very familiar to us, a member of our family, a relative, neighbor, student, or worker we rub shoulders with on a regular basis. Jesus faced a severe testing when he returned to his home town, not simply as the carpenter's son, but now as a rabbi with disciples. It would have been customary for Jesus to go to the synagogue each week during the Sabbath, and when his turn came, to read from the scriptures during the Sabbath service. His hometown folks listened with rapt attention on this occasion because they had heard about the miracles he had performed in other towns.

What sign would he do in his hometown? Jesus startled them with a seeming rebuke that no prophet or servant of God can receive honor among his own people. The people of Nazareth took offense at him and refused to listen to what he had to say. They despised his preaching because he was a carpenter from the working class, and a mere layman untrained by religious scholars. They also despised him because of his family background. After all, Joseph was a tradesman as well and Mary had no special social distinctions.

Familiarity breeds contempt
How easily familiarity breeds contempt. Jesus could do no mighty works in his hometown because the people who were familiar with him were closed-minded and despised his claim to speak and act in the name of God. If people come together to hate and refuse to understand others different than themselves, then they will see no other point of view than their own and they will refuse to love and accept others. How do you view those who are familiar to you? With kindness and respect or with a critical and judgmental spirit?

The Lord Jesus offers us freedom from sin, prejudice, contempt, and fear. His love and grace sets us free to love others with the same grace and mercy which he has shown to us. Only Jesus can truly set us free from the worst tyranny possible - slavery to sin and the fear of death. His victory on the cross brings us pardon and healing, and the grace to live holy lives by the power of the Holy Spirit. Do you know the joy and freedom which Christ's love brings to our hearts?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your love conquers every fear and breaks the power of hatred and prejudice. Flood my heart with your mercy and compassion, that I may treat my neighbor with the same favor and kindness which you have shown to me.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 2, 2025

Saturday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Leviticus 25:1, 8-17

The LORD said to Moses on Mount Sinai,
 "Seven weeks of years shall you count–seven times seven years–
 so that the seven cycles amount to forty-nine years.
 Then, on the tenth day of the seventh month, let the trumpet resound;
 on this, the Day of Atonement, the trumpet blast shall re-echo
 throughout your land.
 This fiftieth year you shall make sacred
 by proclaiming liberty in the land for all its inhabitants.
 It shall be a jubilee for you,
 when every one of you shall return to his own property,
 every one to his own family estate.
 In this fiftieth year, your year of jubilee,
 you shall not sow, nor shall you reap the aftergrowth
 or pick the grapes from the untrimmed vines.
 Since this is the jubilee, which shall be sacred for you,
 you may not eat of its produce,
 except as taken directly from the field.

"In this year of jubilee, then,
 every one of you shall return to his own property.
 Therefore, when you sell any land to your neighbor
 or buy any from him, do not deal unfairly.
 On the basis of the number of years since the last jubilee
 shall you purchase the land from your neighbor;
 and so also, on the basis of the number of years for crops,
 shall he sell it to you.
 When the years are many, the price shall be so much the more;
 when the years are few, the price shall be so much the less.
 For it is really the number of crops that he sells you.
 Do not deal unfairly, then; but stand in fear of your God.
 I, the LORD, am your God."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 7-8

R. (4) O God, let all the nations praise you!

May God have pity on us and bless us;
 may he let his face shine upon us.
 So may your way be known upon earth;
 among all nations, your salvation.

R. O God, let all the nations praise you!

May the nations be glad and exult
 because you rule the peoples in equity;
 the nations on the earth you guide.

R. O God, let all the nations praise you!

The earth has yielded its fruits;
 God, our God, has blessed us.
 May God bless us,
 and may all the ends of the earth fear him!

R. O God, let all the nations praise you!

Alleluia

Matthew 5:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 14:1-12

Herod the tetrarch heard of the reputation of Jesus
 and said to his servants, "This man is John the Baptist.
 He has been raised from the dead;
 that is why mighty powers are at work in him."

Now Herod had arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison
 on account of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip,
 for John had said to him,
 "It is not lawful for you to have her."
 Although he wanted to kill him, he feared the people,
 for they regarded him as a prophet.
 But at a birthday celebration for Herod,
 the daughter of Herodias performed a dance before the guests
 and delighted Herod so much
 that he swore to give her whatever she might ask for.
 Prompted by her mother, she said,
 "Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist."
 The king was distressed,
 but because of his oaths and the guests who were present,
 he ordered that it be given, and he had John beheaded in the prison.
 His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl,
 who took it to her mother.
 His disciples came and took away the corpse
 and buried him; and they went and told Jesus.

Optional Memorial of Saint Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

1 John 5:1-5

Beloved:
 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God,
 and everyone who loves the Father
 loves also the one begotten by him.
 In this way we know that we love the children of God
 when we love God and obey his commandments.
 For the love of God is this,
 that we keep his commandments.
 And his commandments are not burdensome,
 for whoever is begotten by God conquers the world.
 And the victory that conquers the world is our faith.
 Who indeed is the victor over the world
 but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 21-22, 25 and 27

R. (2) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

The favors of the LORD I will sing forever;
 through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.
 For you have said, "My kindness is established forever";
 in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
 I have sworn to David my servant:
 Forever will I confirm your posterity
 and establish your throne for all generations."

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"I have found David, my servant;
 with my holy oil I have anointed him,
 That my hand may be always with him,
 and that my arm may make him strong."

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"My faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him,
 and through my name shall his horn be exalted.
 He shall say of me, 'You are my father,
 my God, the Rock, my savior.'"

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:3

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 5:1-12a

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain,
 and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him.
 He began to teach them, saying:

"Blessed are the poor in spirit,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
 Blessed are they who mourn,
 for they will be comforted.
 Blessed are the meek,
 for they will inherit the land.
 Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
 for they will be satisfied.
 Blessed are the merciful,
 for they will be shown mercy.
 Blessed are the clean of heart,
 for they will see God.
 Blessed are the peacemakers,
 for they will be called children of God.
 Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
 Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you
 and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me.
 Rejoice and be glad,
 for your reward will be great in heaven."

Optional Memorial of Saint Peter Julian Eymard, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Acts 4:32-35

The community of believers was of one heart and mind,
 and no one claimed that any of his possessions was his own,
 but they had everything in common.
 With great power the Apostles bore witness
 to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,
 and great favor was accorded them all.
 There was no needy person among them,
 for those who owned property or houses would sell them,
 bring the proceeds of the sale,
 and put them at the feet of the Apostles,
 and they were distributed to each according to need.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11

R. (9) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear and be glad.

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
 for nought is lacking to those who fear him.
 The great grow poor and hungry;
 but those who seek the LORD want for no good thing.

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia

John 15:4a, 5b

R.Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in me, as I remain in you, says the Lord;
 whoever remains in me will bear much fruit.

R.Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:1-8

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.
 He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit,
 and everyone that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit.
 You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.
 Remain in me, as I remain in you.
 Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own
 unless it remains on the vine,
 so neither can you unless you remain in me.
 I am the vine, you are the branches.
 Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit,
 because without me you can do nothing.
 Anyone who does not remain in me
 will be thrown out like a branch and wither;
 people will gather them and throw them into a fire
 and they will be burned.
 If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
 ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you.
 By this is my Father glorified,
 that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

Reflection
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Saturday (August 2):  Herod's Reaction to John the BaptistMeditation: Do you ever feel haunted by a past failure or a guilty conscience? King Herod, the most powerful and wealthy man in Judea, had everything he wanted, except a clear conscience and peace with God. Herod had respected and feared John the Baptist as a great prophet and servant of God. John, however did not fear to rebuke Herod for his adulterous relationship with his brother's wife. He ended up in prison because of Herodias' jealousy. Herod, out of impulse and a desire to please his family and friends, had John beheaded. Now his conscience is pricked when he hears that all the people are going to Jesus to hear his message of repentance and to see his mighty works. Herod is now haunted by the thought that the prophet he murdered might now be raised from the dead!

A sign of vanity and cowardice
Unfortunately for Herod, he could not rid himself of sin by ridding himself of the man who confronted him with his sin. Herod's power and influence was badly flawed. He could take a strong stand on the wrong things when he knew the right. Such a stand, however, was a sign of weakness and cowardice. Where do you get the strength of will and heart to choose what is right and to reject what is bad?

God is our help and our strength
The Lord Jesus gives grace and help to the humble, to those who acknowledge their weaknesses and their sinfulness, and who look to God for his mercy and pardon, wisdom and strength. His grace and pardon not only frees us from a guilty conscience, it enables us to pursue holiness in every area of our lives, in our thoughts and intentions as well as our words and actions.

Fight fear with faith
God's grace enables us to fight fear with faith and to overcome the temptation to compromise good with evil. Do you rely on God's grace and help to choose his way of holiness and to reject whatever would weaken your faith and loyalty to Jesus Christ?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, form in me the likeness of your Son Jesus that I may imitate him in word and deed. Help me to live the gospel faithfully and give me the strength and courage I need to not shrink back in the face of hardship and temptation.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 3, 2025

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23

Vanity of vanities, says Qoheleth,
 vanity of vanities! All things are vanity!

Here is one who has labored with wisdom and knowledge and skill,
 and yet to another who has not labored over it,
 he must leave property.
 This also is vanity and a great misfortune.
 For what profit comes to man from all the toil and anxiety of heart
 with which he has labored under the sun?
 All his days sorrow and grief are his occupation;
 even at night his mind is not at rest.
 This also is vanity.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17

R. (1) If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

You turn man back to dust,
 saying, “Return, O children of men.”
 For a thousand years in your sight
 are as yesterday, now that it is past,
 or as a watch of the night.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

You make an end of them in their sleep;
 the next morning they are like the changing grass,
 Which at dawn springs up anew,
 but by evening wilts and fades.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Teach us to number our days aright,
 that we may gain wisdom of heart.
 Return, O LORD! How long?
 Have pity on your servants!

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Fill us at daybreak with your kindness,
 that we may shout for joy and gladness all our days.
 And may the gracious care of the LORD our God be ours;
 prosper the work of our hands for us!
 Prosper the work of our hands!

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Reading 2

Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11

Brothers and sisters:
 If you were raised with Christ, seek what is above,
 where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
 Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.
 For you have died,
 and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
 When Christ your life appears,
 then you too will appear with him in glory.

Put to death, then, the parts of you that are earthly:
 immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire,
 and the greed that is idolatry.
 Stop lying to one another,
 since you have taken off the old self with its practices
 and have put on the new self,
 which is being renewed, for knowledge,
 in the image of its creator.
 Here there is not Greek and Jew,
 circumcision and uncircumcision,
 barbarian, Scythian, slave, free;
 but Christ is all and in all.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:3

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 12:13-21

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus,
 “Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me.”
 He replied to him,
 “Friend, who appointed me as your judge and arbitrator?”
 Then he said to the crowd,
 “Take care to guard against all greed,
 for though one may be rich,
 one’s life does not consist of possessions.”

Then he told them a parable.
 “There was a rich man whose land produced a bountiful harvest.
 He asked himself, ‘What shall I do,
 for I do not have space to store my harvest?’
 And he said, ‘This is what I shall do:
 I shall tear down my barns and build larger ones.
 There I shall store all my grain and other goods
 and I shall say to myself, “Now as for you,
 you have so many good things stored up for many years,
 rest, eat, drink, be merry!”’
 But God said to him,
 ‘You fool, this night your life will be demanded of you;
 and the things you have prepared, to whom will they belong?’
 Thus will it be for all who store up treasure for themselves
 but are not rich in what matters to God.”


Reflection
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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle C 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23 

 
 Ecclesiastes is fourth in the order of the wisdom books of the Old Testament [the others being Job, Psalms, Proverbs, and after Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs (Song of Solomon/Canticle of Canticles) and Sirach complete the wisdom books]. Ecclesiastes is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew title. It appears in many older Bibles under this Hebrew name, Qoheleth, which means preacher and comes from the start of the book The words of the preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. Qoheleth is not a proper name, it describes the position of one who speaks in an assembly. Hence Ecclesiastes is usually understood to be a qualified teacher, the leader of an assembly of wise men. The reference to his being the son of David is typical of pseudoepigraphical literatures tendency to attribute the work of an unknown author to some illustrious person in order to give it greater credence. In this instance, the sacred writer chose to put the fruit of his reflections under the patronage of the most outstanding of Israels wise men. Ecclesiastes is one of the five scrolls which were read on the feast of Tabernacles, the others being Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, and Esther. The books twelve chapters all deal with the same theme – the uselessness of human things, which it describes as vanity of vanities. Put another way, it discusses the problem What value has this earthly life for man? Regarded from the viewpoint of the pessimist, this earthly life has no value. All is vanity. All human endeavor is a pursuing of the wind. There is an eternal sameness in things. But we must remember that there is another aspect to life. Not everyone looks upon it with the eyes of a pessimist. Man can be relatively happy. Therefore let him enjoy life and the good things which it offers: but let him be mindful of his end; let him fear God and keep His commandments. 1:2 Vanity of vanities, Vanity is a favorite word which is used 35 times in this book. It literally means breath or vapor and is used in the Psalms (39:6-7; 94:11, etc.) to indicate something that is transient, worthless, and empty. says Qoheleth, The name Qoheleth designates someone who has some relationship to a congregation, perhaps indicating a particular office such as teacher. vanity of vanities! All things are vanity! 2:21 For here is a man who has labored with 1    wisdom and knowledge and skill, and to another, who has not labored over it, he must leave his property. This also is vanity and a great misfortune. 22 For what profit comes to a man from all the toil and anxiety of heart with which he has labored under the sun? 23 All his days sorrow and grief are his occupation; even at night his mind is not at rest. This also is vanity. Qoheleth at first enjoyed the fruits of his labor (2:10), but now he finds reason to detest them because they must be left to an heir who may play the fool with them (2:18-19) and who certainly will not have labored for them with all the sorrows and trials which accompany toil. Since work is arduous, and long-range planning for ones possessions is impossible, Qoheleth concludes that what is good is to find present enjoyment in the modest fruits of modest toil. Unfortunately the ability to enjoy is a gift of God which some do not receive, and that is another vanity in life. 

 

2nd Reading - Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11 

 
 In last weeks epistle reading we heard Saint Paul instruct us about baptism (the circumcision of Christ) being the rite of initiation into Gods family in the New Covenant, the rite in the Old Covenant having been circumcision of the flesh. Today we hear the beginning of his instruction to us on living the Christian life. The part we hear today appears to be an early baptismal instruction. 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, The contrast between the things above and the things of earth is to be understood especially in view of the matters of Jewish law which Saint Paul has discussed in the preceding verses (dietary practices, new moon festival observances, etc.). These are material religious practices which are in opposition to Christs victorious presence. where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. The expression from Psalm 110:1 implies His position of lordship and complete victory. 2    Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. Let us think upon the things that are above, on the heavenly things, and meditate on them, where Christ has been lifted up and exalted. But let us forsake the world which is not ours, that we may arrive at the place to which we have been invited. Let us raise up our eyes on high, that we may see the splendor which shall be revealed. [Aphraatees the Persian Sage (A.D. 336-345), Treatises 6,1] 3    For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 2    A definitive change (separation from material practices) since baptism which is continuous since that time. There may be a play on the contrast between a body being hidden in the earth at death and being hidden in Christ through a death to sin and separation from material things. 4    When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory. A definite reference to the future resurrection, although the main emphasis has been on the present resurrection with Christ But what did he go on to say? When Christ appears, your life, then you also will appear with Him in glory. So now is the time for groaning, then it will be for rejoicing; now for desiring, then for embracing. What we desire now is not present; but let us not falter in desire; let long, continuous desire be our daily exercise, because the one who made the promise doesnt cheat us. [Saint Ambrose of Milan (ca. A.D. 385), Sermons 350A,4] 5    Put to death, then, the parts of you that are earthly: In baptism you died to earthly things and became reborn in Christ; an absolute separation from the former type of life. Paul requires a radical self-denial which puts aside a self-centered life and instead focuses on the unity of the community. immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and the greed that is idolatry. The intervening verses (which we do not hear today) form a catalog of vices. The first five vices (contained in our reading today as part of verse 5) are mostly sins against purity. In verse 8 is another group of five which concern anger and sins of the tongue. 9    Stop lying to one another, since you have taken off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed, for knowledge, in the image of its creator. This is a corporate figure (see 1 Corinthians 15:45-47). The Christian embraces a new corporate community life in Christ. Seek nothing with exterior gold and bodily adornment; but consider the garment as one worthy to adorn him who is according to the image of his Creator, as the apostle says: Stripping off the old man, and putting on the new, one that is being renewed unto perfect knowledge according to the image of his Creator. And he who has put on the heart of mercy, kindness, humility, patience and meekness is clothed within and has adorned the inner man. [Saint Basil the Great (ca. A.D. 370), Homilies 17,11] 11    Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, In Christ, head of a new humanity, the great social barriers of race, culture, and state of life 3    are broken down. barbarian, The term is barbaros which is translated here as barbarian, refers to a person who did not know Greek. Scythian, The equivalent of saying a savage from the north slave, free; but Christ is all and in all. Christ breaks down such distinctions and He is really all that matters because He is completely victorious and Lord of all (verse 1). 

 

Gospel - Luke 12:13-21 

 
 Since our encounter with Jesus last week where He gave us the our Father, a prayer which is distinctive to Christians, He has driven a demon out of a mute man and has been accused of using the power of Beelzebul, has taught several parables and pronounced six woes on the Pharisees. During this time, a crowd of many thousands has gathered and Jesus is now teaching them. What we hear today is the parable of the rich fool, a parable which is found only in the Gospel of Luke. 13    Someone in the crowd said to him, Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me. The Mishnah (the first section of the Talmud, comprising a collection of early oral interpretations of the scriptures as compiled about A.D. 200) has a section on inheritance (Numbers 27:1-11; Deuteronomy 21:15ff.), to guide the rabbis when they were consulted. Jesus avoids family disputes over money. He instead points out the deleterious effects possessions can have on disciples. 14    He replied to him, Friend, who appointed me as your judge and arbitrator? 15 Then he said to the crowd, Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, ones life does not consist of possessions. Part of the polemic against false teachers was that they were greedy. He now warns His disciples about the futility of seeking refuge from opposition by amassing possessions. 16    Then he told them a parable. There was a rich man whose land produced a bountiful harvest. 17 He asked himself, What shall I do, for I do not have space to store my harvest? 4    Note how frequently in this parable the rich fool uses I and my. His egotistical concerns eliminate God and neighbor from sight. It is lawful for a person to want to own what he needs for living, but if possession of material resources becomes an absolute, it spells the ultimate destruction of the individual and of society. 18    And he said, This is what I shall do: I shall tear down my barns and build larger ones. There I shall store all my grain and other goods 19 and I shall say to myself, Now as for you, you have so many good things stored up for many years, rest, eat, drink, be merry! 20 But God said to him, You fool, this night your life will be demanded of you; and the things you have prepared, to whom will they belong? The death of the individual is a time of reckoning. With this punch line, the hearers are forced to ask the basic question: What is life all about? 21    Thus will it be for the one who stores up treasure for himself but is not rich in what matters to God. The answer to the question is: Find the meaning in life by acknowledging God and giving alms to the needy. A person who lives as if he were to die every day – given that our life is uncertain by definition – will not sin, for good fear extinguishes most of the disorder of our appetites; whereas he who thinks he has a long life ahead of him will easily let himself be dominated by pleasures [Saint Athanasius (ca. A.D. 320-360), Adversus Antigonum] 
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Sunday (August 3):  Be Rich Towards GodMeditation: Have you ever tried to settle a money dispute or an inheritance issue? Inheritance disputes are rarely ever easy to resolve, especially when the relatives or close associates of the deceased benefactor cannot agree on who should get what and who should get the most. Why did Jesus refuse to settle an inheritance dispute between two brothers? He saw that the heart of the issue was not justice or fairness but rather greed and possessiveness.

Loving possessions rather than loving my neighbor
The ten commandments were summarized into two prohibitions - do not worship false idols and do not covet what belongs to another. It's the flip side of the two great commandments - love God and love your neighbor. Jesus warned the man who wanted half of his brother's inheritance to "beware of all covetousness." To covet is to wish to get wrongfully what another possesses or to begrudge what God has given to another. Jesus restates the commandment "do not covet", but he also states that a person's life does not consist in the abundance of his or her possessions.

August of Hippo (354-430 AD) comments on Jesus' words to the brother who wanted more: Greed wants to divide, just as love desires to gather. What is the significance of 'guard against all greed,' unless it is 'fill yourselves with love?' We, possessing love for our portion, inconvenience the Lord because of our brother just as that man did against his brother, but we do not use the same plea. He said, 'Master, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.' We say, 'Master, tell my brother that he may have my inheritance.' ( Sermon 265.9 )

The fool who was possessed by his riches
Jesus reinforces his point with a parable about a foolish rich man (Luke 12:16-21). Why does Jesus call this wealthy landowner a fool? Jesus does not fault the rich man for his industriousness and skill in acquiring wealth, but rather for his egoism and selfishness - it's mine, all mine, and no one else's . This parable is similar to the parable of the rich man who refused to give any help to the beggar Lazarus ( Luke 16:19-31 ). The rich fool had lost the capacity to be concerned for others. His life was consumed with his possessions and his only interests were in himself. His death was the final loss of his soul! What is Jesus' lesson on using material possessions? It is in giving that we receive. Those who are rich towards God receive ample reward - not only in this life - but in eternity as well.

Where is your treasure?
In this little parable Jesus probes our heart - where is your treasure? Treasure has a special connection to the heart, the place of desire and longing, the place of will and focus. The thing we most set our heart on is our highest treasure. What do you treasure above all else?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, free my heart from all possessiveness and from coveting what belongs to another. May I desire you alone as the one true treasure worth possessing above all else. Help me to make good use of the material blessings you give me that I may use them generously for your glory and for the good of others.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 4, 2025

Memorial of Saint John Vianney, Priest

Reading 1

Numbers 11:4b-15

The children of Israel lamented,
 "Would that we had meat for food!
 We remember the fish we used to eat without cost in Egypt,
 and the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks,
 the onions, and the garlic.
 But now we are famished;
 we see nothing before us but this manna."

Manna was like coriander seed and had the color of resin.
 When they had gone about and gathered it up,
 the people would grind it between millstones or pound it in a mortar,
 then cook it in a pot and make it into loaves,
 which tasted like cakes made with oil.
 At night, when the dew fell upon the camp, the manna also fell.

When Moses heard the people, family after family,
 crying at the entrance of their tents,
 so that the LORD became very angry, he was grieved.
 "Why do you treat your servant so badly?" Moses asked the LORD.
 "Why are you so displeased with me
 that you burden me with all this people?
 Was it I who conceived all this people?
 Or was it I who gave them birth,
 that you tell me to carry them at my bosom,
 like a foster father carrying an infant,
 to the land you have promised under oath to their fathers?
 Where can I get meat to give to all this people?
 For they are crying to me,
 'Give us meat for our food.'
 I cannot carry all this people by myself,
 for they are too heavy for me.
 If this is the way you will deal with me,
 then please do me the favor of killing me at once,
 so that I need no longer face this distress."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17

R. (2a) Sing with joy to God our help.

"My people heard not my voice,
 and Israel obeyed me not;
 So I gave them up to the hardness of their hearts;
 they walked according to their own counsels."

R. Sing with joy to God our help.

"If only my people would hear me,
 and Israel walk in my ways,
 Quickly would I humble their enemies;
 against their foes I would turn my hand."

R. Sing with joy to God our help.

"Those who hated the LORD would seek to flatter me,
 but their fate would endure forever,
 While Israel I would feed with the best of wheat,
 and with honey from the rock I would fill them."

R. Sing with joy to God our help.

Alleluia

Matthew 4:4

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

One does not live on bread alone,
 but on every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 14:13-21

When Jesus heard of the death of John the Baptist,
 he withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself.
 The crowds heard of this and followed him on foot from their towns.
 When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd,
 his heart was moved with pity for them, and he cured their sick.
 When it was evening, the disciples approached him and said,
 "This is a deserted place and it is already late;
 dismiss the crowds so that they can go to the villages
 and buy food for themselves."
 He said to them, "There is no need for them to go away;
 give them some food yourselves."
 But they said to him,
 "Five loaves and two fish are all we have here."
 Then he said, "Bring them here to me,"
 and he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.
 Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven,
 he said the blessing, broke the loaves,
 and gave them to the disciples,
 who in turn gave them to the crowds.
 They all ate and were satisfied,
 and they picked up the fragments left over–
 twelve wicker baskets full.
 Those who ate were about five thousand men,
 not counting women and children.

Memorial of Saint John Vianney, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724.

Reading 1

Ezekiel 3:17-21

The word of the LORD came to me:
 Son of man, I have appointed you a watchman
 for the house of Israel.
 When you hear a word from my mouth,
 you shall warn them for me.

If I say to the wicked man,
 You shall surely die;
 and you do not warn him or speak out
 to dissuade him from his wicked conduct so that he may live:
 the wicked man shall die for his sins,
 but I will hold you responsible for his death.
 If, on the other hand, you have warned the wicked man,
 yet he has not turned away from his evil
 nor from his wicked conduct,
 then he shall die for his sin,
 but you shall save your life.

If a virtuous man turns away from virtue and does wrong
 when I place a stumbling block before him, he shall die.
 He shall die for his sin,
 and his virtuous deeds shall not be remembered;
 but I will hold you responsible for his death
 if you did not warn him.
 When, on the other hand, you have warned a virtuous man not to sin,
 and he has in fact not sinned,
 he shall surely live because of the warning, and you shall save your own life.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 117:1bc, 2

R. (Mark 16:15) Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.

Praise the Lord, all you nations;
 glorify him, all you peoples!

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.

For steadfast is his kindness toward us,
 and the fidelity of the Lord endures forever.

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.

Alleluia

Luke 4:18

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor
 and to proclaim liberty to captives.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 9:35-10:1

Jesus went around to all the towns and villages,
 teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom,
 and curing every disease and illness.
 At the sight of the crowds,
 his heart was moved with pity for them
 because they were troubled and abandoned,
 like sheep without a shepherd.
 Then he said to his disciples,
 “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few;
 so ask the master of the harvest
 to send out laborers for his harvest.”

Then he summoned his twelve disciples
 and gave them authority over unclean spirits
 to drive them out and to cure every disease and every illness.


Reflection
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Monday (August 4):  Jesus Blessed the Loaves and FishesMeditation: What can truly satisfy our deepest hunger and longing? Wherever Jesus went multitudes of people gathered to meet him - people from every part of society - rich and poor, professionals and laborers, even social outcasts and pagans. What drew them to Jesus? Were they simply curious or looking for a healing? Many were drawn to Jesus because they were hungry for God. Jesus' message of God's kingdom and the signs and wonders he performed stirred fresh hope and expectation that God was acting in a new and powerful way to set people free from sin and oppression and to bring them the blessings of his kingdom.

God never rests in caring for our needs
Jesus never disappointed those who earnestly sought him out. We see a marvelous example of this when Jesus and his twelve disciples got into the boat to seek out a lonely place for some rest along the lake of Galilee, only to discover a crowd of a few thousand people had already gathered in anticipation of their arrival! Did Jesus' disciples resent this intrusion on their plan to rest awhile? Jesus certainly didn't - he welcomed them with open-arms. His compassion showed the depths of God's love and care for his people. Jesus spoke the word of God to strengthen them in faith and he healed many who were sick.

God multiplies the little we have to bring great blessing to others
As evening approached the disciples wanted Jesus to send the people away. Jesus, instead, commanded his disciples to feed the whole crowd. Why did Jesus expect his disciples to do what seemed impossible - to feed such a large and hungry crowd when there was no adequate provision in sight? Jesus very likely wanted to test their faith and to give them a sign of God's divine intervention and favor for his people. Jesus took the little they had - five loaves and two fish - and giving thanks to his heavenly Father, distributed to all until they were satisfied of their hunger. Twelves baskets full of fish and loaves that were leftover show the overflowing generosity of God's gifts to us - gifts that bring blessing, healing, strength, and refreshment.

Bread from heaven to sustain us on our journey
Jesus' feeding of the five thousand is the only miracle recorded in all four Gospel accounts (Luke 9:10-17, Mark 6:34-44, John 6:51-58, Matthew 14:13-21). What is the significance of this miracle? The miraculous feeding of such a great multitude recalled the miraculous provision of manna in the wilderness under Moses' leadership and intercession for his people (Exodus 16). The daily provision of food for the people of Israel during their forty years of journeying in the barren wilderness foreshadowed the true heavenly bread which Jesus would pass on to his disciples at his last supper meal on the eve of his sacrifice on the cross.

Jesus makes a claim which only God can make: He is the true bread of heaven that can satisfy the deepest hunger we experience (John 6:32-35). The miracle of the multiplication of the loaves, when Jesus said the blessing, broke and distributed the loaves through his disciples to feed the multitude, is a sign that prefigures the superabundance of the unique bread of the Eucharist, or Lord's Supper which sustains us on our journey to the kingdom of heaven.

God multiplies the little we have so we can bring his blessing to others
The feeding of the five thousand shows the remarkable generosity of God and his great kindness towards us. When God gives, he gives abundantly. He gives more than we need for ourselves that we may have something to share with others, especially those who lack what they need. God takes the little we have and multiplies it for the good of others. Do you trust in God's provision for you and do you share freely with others, especially those who lack?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, you satisfy the deepest longings of our hearts and you feed us with the finest of wheat (Psalm 81:16). Fill me with gratitude for your blessings and give me a generous heart that I may freely share with others what you have given to me.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 5, 2025

Tuesday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Numbers 12:1-13

Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses on the pretext
 of the marriage he had contracted with a Cushite woman.
 They complained, “Is it through Moses alone that the LORD speaks?
 Does he not speak through us also?”
 And the LORD heard this.
 Now, Moses himself was by far the meekest man on the face of the earth.
 So at once the LORD said to Moses and Aaron and Miriam,
 “Come out, you three, to the meeting tent.”
 And the three of them went.
 Then the LORD came down in the column of cloud,
 and standing at the entrance of the tent,
 called Aaron and Miriam.
 When both came forward, he said,
 “Now listen to the words of the LORD:

Should there be a prophet among you,
 in visions will I reveal myself to him,
 in dreams will I speak to him;
 not so with my servant Moses!
 Throughout my house he bears my trust:
 face to face I speak to him;
 plainly and not in riddles.
 The presence of the LORD he beholds.

Why, then, did you not fear to speak against my servant Moses?”

So angry was the LORD against them that when he departed,
 and the cloud withdrew from the tent,
 there was Miriam, a snow-white leper!
 When Aaron turned and saw her a leper, he said to Moses,
 “Ah, my lord! Please do not charge us with the sin
 that we have foolishly committed!
 Let her not thus be like the stillborn babe
 that comes forth from its mother’s womb
 with its flesh half consumed.”
 Then Moses cried to the LORD, “Please, not this! Pray, heal her!”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7, 12-13

R. (see 3a) Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness;
 in the greatness of your compassion wipe out my offense.
 Thoroughly wash me from my guilt
 and of my sin cleanse me.

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

For I acknowledge my offense;
 and my sin is before me always:
 “Against you only have I sinned;
 and done what is evil in your sight.”

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

That you may be justified in your sentence,
 vindicated when you condemn.
 Indeed, in guilt was I born,
 and in sin my mother conceived me.

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

A clean heart create for me, O God,
 and a steadfast spirit renew within me.
 Cast me not off from your presence,
 and your Holy Spirit take not from me.

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

Alleluia

John 1:49b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Rabbi, you are the Son of God;
 you are the King of Israel.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 14:22-36

Jesus made the disciples get into a boat
 and precede him to the other side of the sea,
 while he dismissed the crowds.
 After doing so, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray.
 When it was evening he was there alone.
 Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore,
 was being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against it.
 During the fourth watch of the night,
 he came toward them, walking on the sea.
 When the disciples saw him walking on the sea they were terrified.
 “It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear.
 At once Jesus spoke to them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”
 Peter said to him in reply,
 “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”
 He said, “Come.”
 Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus.
 But when he saw how strong the wind was he became frightened;
 and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
 Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught him,
 and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”
 After they got into the boat, the wind died down.
 Those who were in the boat did him homage, saying,
 “Truly, you are the Son of God.”

After making the crossing, they came to land at Gennesaret.
 When the men of that place recognized him,
 they sent word to all the surrounding country.
 People brought to him all those who were sick
 and begged him that they might touch only the tassel on his cloak,
 and as many as touched it were healed.

 The following text may be substituted, 
 especially in Year A when the above Gospel is read on Monday:

Matthew 15:1-2, 10-14

Some Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said,
 “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders?
 They do not wash their hands when they eat a meal.”
 He summoned the crowd and said to them, “Hear and understand.
 It is not what enters one’s mouth that defiles the man;
 but what comes out of the mouth is what defiles one.”
 Then his disciples approached and said to him,
 “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense
 when they heard what you said?”
 He said in reply, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted
 will be uprooted.
 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind.
 If a blind man leads a blind man,
 both will fall into a pit.”

Optional Memorial of the Dedication of the Basilica of Saint Mary Major in Rome

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, #707-712.



Reading 1

Revelation 21:1-5a

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth.
 The former heaven and the former earth had passed away,
 and the sea was no more.
 I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem,
 coming down out of heaven from God,
 prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
 I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
 "Behold, God's dwelling is with the human race.
 He will dwell with them and they will be his people
 and God himself will always be with them as their God.
 He will wipe every tear from their eyes,
 and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain,
 for the old order has passed away."

The One who sat on the throne said,
 "Behold, I make all things new."

Responsorial Psalm

Judith 13:18bcde, 19

R. (15:9) You are the highest honor of our race.

Blessed are you, daughter, by the Most High God,
 above all the women on earth;
 and blessed be the LORD God,
 the creator of heaven and earth.

R. You are the highest honor of our race.

Your deed of hope will never be forgotten
 by those who tell of the might of God.

R. You are the highest honor of our race.

Alleluia

Luke 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are those who hear the word of God
 and observe it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 11:27-28

While Jesus was speaking,
 a woman from the crowd called out and said to him,
 "Blessed is the womb that carried you
 and the breasts at which you nursed."
 He replied, "Rather, blessed are those
 who hear the word of God and observe it."

Reflection
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Tuesday (August 5):  It Is I - Have No FearMeditation: Does the Lord Jesus seem distant when trials or adversity come your way? It was at Jesus' initiative that the disciples sailed across the lake, only to find themselves in a life-threatening storm. Although they were experienced fishermen, they feared for their lives. While Jesus was not with them in the boat, he, nonetheless watched for them in prayer. When he perceived their trouble he came to them on the sea and startled them with his sudden appearance. Do you look for the Lord's presence when you encounter difficulty or challenges?

Fight fear with faith
This dramatic incident on the sea of Galilee revealed Peter's character more fully than others. Here we see Peter's impulsiveness - his tendency to act without thinking of what he was doing. He often failed and came to grief as a result of his impulsiveness. In contrast, Jesus always bade his disciples to see how difficult it was to follow him before they set out on the way he taught them. A great deal of failure in the Christian life is due to acting on impulse and emotional fervor without counting the cost. Peter, fortunately in the moment of his failure clutched at Jesus and held him firmly. Every time Peter fell, he rose again. His failures only made him love the Lord more deeply and trust him more intently.

The Lord keeps watch over us at all times, and especially in our moments of temptation and difficulty. Do you rely on the Lord for his strength and help? Jesus assures us that we have no need of fear if we trust in Him and in his great love for us. When calamities or trials threaten to overwhelm you, how do you respond? With faith and hope in God's love, care and presence with you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to trust you always and to never doubt your presence and your power to help me. In my moments of doubt and weakness, may I cling to you as Peter did. Strengthen my faith that I may walk straight in the path you set before me, neither veering to the left nor to the right.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 6, 2025

Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord

Reading 1

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

Thrones were set up
 and the Ancient One took his throne.
 His clothing was bright as snow,
 and the hair on his head as white as wool;
 his throne was flames of fire,
 with wheels of burning fire.
 A surging stream of fire
 flowed out from where he sat;
 Thousands upon thousands were ministering to him,
 and myriads upon myriads attended him.
 The court was convened and the books were opened.

As the visions during the night continued, I saw:

One like a Son of man coming,
 on the clouds of heaven;
 When he reached the Ancient One
 and was presented before him,
 The one like a Son of man received dominion, glory, and kingship;
 all peoples, nations, and languages serve him.
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion
 that shall not be taken away,
 his kingship shall not be destroyed.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 9

R.(1a and 9a) The Lord is king, the Most High over all the earth.

The LORD is king; let the earth rejoice;
 let the many islands be glad.
 Clouds and darkness are round about him,
 justice and judgment are the foundation of his throne.

R. The Lord is king, the Most High over all the earth.

The mountains melt like wax before the LORD,
 before the LORD of all the earth.
 The heavens proclaim his justice,
 and all peoples see his glory.

R. The Lord is king, the Most High over all the earth.

Because you, O LORD, are the Most High over all the earth,
 exalted far above all gods.

R. The Lord is king, the Most High over all the earth.

Reading 2

2 Peter 1:16-19

Beloved:
 We did not follow cleverly devised myths
 when we made known to you
 the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty.
 For he received honor and glory from God the Father
 when that unique declaration came to him from the majestic glory,
 "This is my Son, my beloved, with whom I am well pleased."
 We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven
 while we were with him on the holy mountain.
 Moreover, we possess the prophetic message that is altogether reliable.
 You will do well to be attentive to it,
 as to a lamp shining in a dark place,
 until day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

Alleluia

Matthew 17:5c

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased;
 listen to him.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 9:28b-36

Jesus took Peter, John, and James 
 and went up a mountain to pray.
 While he was praying his face changed in appearance 
 and his clothing became dazzling white.
 And behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses and Elijah, 
 who appeared in glory and spoke of his exodus 
 that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem.
 Peter and his companions had been overcome by sleep, 
 but becoming fully awake, 
 they saw his glory and the two men standing with him.
 As they were about to part from him, Peter said to Jesus, 
 “Master, it is good that we are here;
 let us make three tents,
 one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
 But he did not know what he was saying.
 While he was still speaking, 
 a cloud came and cast a shadow over them,
 and they became frightened when they entered the cloud.
 Then from the cloud came a voice that said, 
 “This is my chosen Son; listen to him.”
 After the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone.
 They fell silent and did not at that time 
 tell anyone what they had seen.

Reflection
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Wednesday (August 6):  Great Is Your Faith! Be It Done for You as You DesireMeditation: 
Do you ever feel "put-off" or ignored by the Lord?
This passage (Matthew 15:21) describes the only occasion in which Jesus ministered outside of Jewish territory. (Tyre and Sidon were fifty miles north of Israel and still exist today in modern Lebanon.) A Gentile woman, a foreigner who was not a member of the Jewish people, puts Jesus on the spot by pleading for his help. At first Jesus seemed to pay no attention to her, and this made his disciples feel embarrassed. Jesus does this to test the woman to awaken faith in her.

Jesus first tests the woman's faith
What did Jesus mean by the expression "throwing bread to the dogs"? The Jews often spoke of the Gentiles with arrogance and insolence as "unclean dogs" since the Gentiles did not follow God's law and were excluded from God's covenant and favor with the people of Israel. For the Greeks the "dog" was a symbol of dishonor and was used to describe a shameless and audacious woman. There is another reference to "dogs" in Matthew's Gospel where Jesus says to his disciples, "D o not give to dogs what is holy" (Matthew 7:6). Jesus tests this woman's faith to see if she is earnest in receiving holy things from the hand of a holy God. Jesus, no doubt, spoke with a smile rather than with an insult because this woman immediately responds with wit and faith - "even the dogs eat the crumbs".

Seek the Lord Jesus with expectant faith
Jesus praises a Gentile woman for her faith and for her love. She made the misery of her child her own and she was willing to suffer rebuff in order to obtain healing for her loved one. She also had indomitable persistence. Her faith grew in contact with the person of Jesus. She began with a request and she ended on her knees in worshipful prayer to the living God. No one who ever sought Jesus with earnest faith - whether Jew or Gentile - was refused his help. Do you seek the Lord Jesus with expectant faith?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your love and mercy knows no bounds. May I trust you always and pursue you with indomitable persistence as this woman did. Increase my faith in your saving power and deliver me from all evil and harm.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 7, 2025

Thursday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Numbers 20:1-13

The whole congregation of the children of Israel
 arrived in the desert of Zin in the first month, 
 and the people settled at Kadesh.
 It was here that Miriam died, and here that she was buried.

As the community had no water,
 they held a council against Moses and Aaron. 
 The people contended with Moses, exclaiming,
 “Would that we too had perished with our kinsmen in the Lord’s presence!
 Why have you brought the LORD’s assembly into this desert
 where we and our livestock are dying?
 Why did you lead us out of Egypt,
 only to bring us to this wretched place
 which has neither grain nor figs nor vines nor pomegranates?
 Here there is not even water to drink!”
 But Moses and Aaron went away from the assembly
 to the entrance of the meeting tent, where they fell prostrate.

Then the glory of the LORD appeared to them,
 and the LORD said to Moses,
 “Take your staff and assemble the community,
 you and your brother Aaron,
 and in their presence order the rock to yield its waters.
 From the rock you shall bring forth water for the congregation
 and their livestock to drink.”
 So Moses took his staff from its place before the LORD, as he was ordered. 
 He and Aaron assembled the community in front of the rock,
 where he said to them, “Listen to me, you rebels!
 Are we to bring water for you out of this rock?”
 Then, raising his hand, Moses struck the rock twice with his staff,
 and water gushed out in abundance for the people
 and their livestock to drink.
 But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron,
 “Because you were not faithful to me
 in showing forth my sanctity before the children of Israel,
 you shall not lead this community into the land I will give them.”

These are the waters of Meribah,
 where the children of Israel contended against the Lord,
 and where the LORD revealed his sanctity among them.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9

R. (8) If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD;
 let us acclaim the Rock of our salvation.
 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
 let us joyfully sing psalms to him.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Come, let us bow down in worship;
 let us kneel before the LORD who made us.
 For he is our God,
 and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Oh, that today you would hear his voice:
 “Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
 as in the day of Massah in the desert,
 Where your fathers tested me;
 they tested me though they had seen my works.”

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Alleluia

Matthew 16:18

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church,
 and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 16:13-23

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi
 and he asked his disciples,
 “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah,
 still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
 Simon Peter said in reply,
 “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
 Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.
 For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.
 And so I say to you, you are Peter,
 and upon this rock I will build my Church,
 and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.
 I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
 and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

Then he strictly ordered his disciples
 to tell no one that he was the Christ.

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples
 that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly
 from the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,
 and be killed and on the third day be raised.
 Then Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him,
 “God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you.”
 He turned and said to Peter,
 “Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me.
 You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Cajetan, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Sirach 2:7-11

You who fear the LORD, wait for his mercy,
 turn not away lest you fall.
 You who fear the LORD, trust him,
 and your reward will not be lost.
 You who fear the LORD, hope for good things,
 for lasting joy and mercy.
 You who fear the Lord, love him
 and your hearts will be enlightened.
 Study the generations long past and understand;
 has anyone hoped in the LORD and been disappointed?
 Has anyone persevered in his commandments and been forsaken?
 Has anyone called upon him and been rebuffed?
 Compassionate and merciful is the LORD;
 he forgives sins, he saves in time of trouble
 and he is a protector to all who seek him in truth.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9

R. (1) Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Blessed the man who fears the LORD,
 who greatly delights in his commands.
 His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth;
 the upright generation shall be blessed.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Wealth and riches shall be in his house;
 his generosity shall endure forever.
 Light shines through the darkness for the upright;
 he is gracious and merciful and just.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Well for the man who is gracious and lends,
 who conducts his affairs with justice;
 He shall never be moved;
 the just one shall be in everlasting remembrance.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

An evil report he shall not fear.
 His heart is firm, trusting in the LORD.
 His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear
 till he looks down upon his foes.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Lavishly he gives to the poor,
 his generosity shall endure forever;
 his horn shall be exalted in glory.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:3

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are the poor in spirit;
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 12:32-34

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Do not be afraid any longer, little flock,
 for your Father is pleased to give you the Kingdom.
 Sell your belongings and give alms.
 Provide money bags for yourselves that do not wear out,
 an inexhaustible treasure in heaven
 that no thief can reach nor moth destroy.
 For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be."

Optional Memorial of Saint Sixtus II, Pope and Martyr, and his Companions, Martyrs

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718.

Reading 1

Wisdom 3:1-9

The souls of the just are in the hand of God,
 and no torment shall touch them.
 They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;
 and their passing away was thought an affliction
 and their going forth from us, utter destruction.
 But they are in peace.
 For if before men, indeed, they be punished,
 yet is their hope full of immortality;
 Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,
 because God tried them
 and found them worthy of himself.
 As gold in the furnace, he proved them,
 and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.
 In the time of their visitation they shall shine,
 and shall dart about as sparks through stubble;
 They shall judge nations and rule over peoples,
 and the LORD shall be their King forever.
 Those who trust in him shall understand truth,
 and the faithful shall abide with him in love:
 Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,
 and his care is with his elect.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6

R. (5) Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those who sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.

Alleluia

James 1:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed is the man who perseveres in temptation,
 for when he has been proved he will receive the crown of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 10:28-33

Jesus said to his Apostles:
 "Do not be afraid of those who kill the body
 but cannot kill the soul;
 rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy
 both soul and body in Gehenna.
 Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin?
 Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your Father's knowledge.
 Even all the hairs of your head are counted.
 So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
 Everyone who acknowledges me before others
 I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father.
 But whoever denies me before others,
 I will deny before my heavenly Father."

Reflection
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Thursday (August 7):  You Are the Christ - the Son of the Living GodMeditation: How firm is your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? At an opportune time Jesus tested his disciples with a crucial question: Who do men say that I am and who do you say that I am? (Matthew 16:13). Jesus was widely recognized in Israel as a mighty man of God, even being compared with the greatest of the prophets, John the Baptist, Elijah, and Jeremiah. Peter, always quick to respond, exclaimed that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Through the gift of faith Peter recognized that Jesus was the "anointed one" (in Hebrew and Greek the word is translated as Messiah and Christ ), and the only begotten Son of God sent by the Father in heaven to redeem a fallen human race. No mortal being could have revealed this to Peter; but only God. Jesus then conferred on Peter authority to govern the church that Jesus would build, a church that no powers could overcome. Jesus played on Peter's name which is the same word for "rock" in both Aramaic and Greek.

Spiritual rock ad living stones
To call someone a "rock" is one of the greatest of compliments. The ancient rabbis had a saying that when God saw Abraham, he exclaimed: "I have discovered a rock to found the world upon." Abraham put his trust in God and made God's word the foundation of his life and the bedrock of his faith. Through Abraham God established a nation for himself. Through faith Peter grasped who Jesus truly was. He was the first apostle to proclaim that Jesus was truly the Anointed One ( Messiah and Christ ) and the only begotten Son of God .

The New Testament describes the church, the people of God, as a spiritual house and temple of the Holy Spirit with each member joined together as living stones (see 1 Peter 2:5). Faith in Jesus Christ makes us into rocks - spiritual stones . The Lord Jesus tests each of us personally with the same question: Who do you say that I am?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I profess and believe that you are the Christ, the Son of the living God. You are my Lord and my Savior who has set me free from sin and deception. Make my faith strong like the Apostles Peter and Paul and give me boldness to speak of you to others that they may come to know you as Lord and Savior.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 8, 2025

Memorial of Saint Dominic, Priest

Reading 1

Deuteronomy 4:32-40

Moses said to the people:
 "Ask now of the days of old, before your time,
 ever since God created man upon the earth;
 ask from one end of the sky to the other:
 Did anything so great ever happen before?
 Was it ever heard of?
 Did a people ever hear the voice of God
 speaking from the midst of fire, as you did, and live?
 Or did any god venture to go and take a nation for himself
 from the midst of another nation,
 by testings, by signs and wonders, by war,
 with his strong hand and outstretched arm, and by great terrors,
 all of which the LORD, your God,
 did for you in Egypt before your very eyes?
 All this you were allowed to see
 that you might know the LORD is God and there is no other.
 Out of the heavens he let you hear his voice to discipline you;
 on earth he let you see his great fire,
 and you heard him speaking out of the fire.
 For love of your fathers he chose their descendants
 and personally led you out of Egypt by his great power,
 driving out of your way nations greater and mightier than you,
 so as to bring you in
 and to make their land your heritage, as it is today.
 This is why you must now know, and fix in your heart,
 that the LORD is God in the heavens above and on earth below,
 and that there is no other.
 You must keep his statutes and commandments which I enjoin on you today,
 that you and your children after you may prosper,
 and that you may have long life on the land
 which the LORD, your God, is giving you forever."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 77:12-13, 14-15, 16 and 21

R. (12a) I remember the deeds of the Lord.

I remember the deeds of the LORD;
 yes, I remember your wonders of old.
 And I meditate on your works;
 your exploits I ponder.

R. I remember the deeds of the Lord.

O God, your way is holy;
 what great god is there like our God?
 You are the God who works wonders;
 among the peoples you have made known your power.

R. I remember the deeds of the Lord.

With your strong arm you redeemed your people,
 the sons of Jacob and Joseph.
 You led your people like a flock
 under the care of Moses and Aaron.

R. I remember the deeds of the Lord.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness;
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 16:24-28

Jesus said to his disciples,
 "Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself,
 take up his cross, and follow me.
 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
 but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
 What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world
 and forfeit his life?
 Or what can one give in exchange for his life?
 For the Son of Man will come with his angels in his Father's glory,
 and then he will repay each according to his conduct.
 Amen, I say to you, there are some standing here
 who will not taste death
 until they see the Son of Man coming in his Kingdom."

Memorial of Saint Dominic, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #719-724, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

1 Corinthians 2:1-10a

When I came to you, brothers and sisters,
 proclaiming the mystery of God,
 I did not come with sublimity of words or of wisdom.
 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you
 except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
 I came to you in weakness and fear and much trembling,
 and my message and my proclamation
 were not with persuasive words of wisdom,
 but with a demonstration of spirit and power,
 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom
 but on the power of God.

Yet we do speak a wisdom to those who are mature,
 but not a wisdom of this age,
 nor of the rulers of this age who are passing away.
 Rather, we speak God's wisdom, mysterious, hidden,
 which God predetermined before the ages for our glory,
 and which none of the rulers of this age knew;
 for, if they had known it,
 they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
 But as it is written:

What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard,
 and what has not entered the human heart,
 what God has prepared for those who love him,

this God has revealed to us through the Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10

R. (3) Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Sing to the LORD a new song;
 sing to the LORD, all you lands.
 Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Announce his salvation, day after day.
 Tell his glory among the nations;
 among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

R. Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
 give to the LORD glory and praise;
 give to the LORD the glory due his name!

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
 He has made the world firm, not to be moved;
 he governs the peoples with equity.

R. Proclaim God's marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 9:57-62

As Jesus and his disciples were proceeding on their journey
 someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go."
 Jesus answered him,
 "Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests,
 but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head."
 And to another he said, "Follow me."
 But he replied, "Lord, let me go first and bury my father."
 But he answered him, "Let the dead bury their dead.
 But you, go and proclaim the Kingdom of God."
 And another said, "I will follow you, Lord,
 but first let me say farewell to my family at home."
 He said, "No one who sets a hand to the plow
 and looks to what was left behind is fit for the Kingdom of God."

Reflection
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Friday (August 8):  Whoever Loses His Life for My Sake Will Find ItMeditation: What is the most important investment you can make with your life? Jesus poses some probing questions to challenge our assumptions about what is most profitable and worthwhile. In every decision of life we are making ourselves a certain kind of person. The kind of person we are, our character, determines to a large extent the kind of future we will face and live. It is possible that some can gain all the things they set their heart on, only to wake up suddenly and discover that they missed the most important things of all. Of what value are material things if they don't help you gain what truly lasts in eternity. Neither money nor possessions can buy heaven, mend a broken heart, or cheer a lonely person.

The great exchange - my life for His Life
Jesus asks the question: What will a person give in exchange for his or her life? Everything we have is an out-right gift from God. We owe him everything, including our very lives. It's possible to give God our money, but not ourselves, or to give him lip-service, but not our hearts. A true disciple gladly gives up all that he or she has in exchange for an unending life of joy and happiness with God. God gives without measure. The joy he offers no sadness or loss can diminish.

True freedom and gain
The cross of Christ leads to victory and freedom from sin, despair, and death. What is the cross which Jesus Christ commands me to take up each day? When my will crosses with his will, then his will must be done. Are you ready to lose all for Jesus Christ in order to gain all with Jesus Christ?

Prayer: Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding, and all my will, all that I have and possess. You have given them to me; to you, O Lord, I restore them; all things are yours, dispose of them according to your will. Give me your love and your grace, for this is enough for me." (Prayer of Ignatius of Loyola, 1491-1556)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 9, 2025

Saturday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Deuteronomy 6:4-13

Moses said to the people:
 "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone!
 Therefore, you shall love the LORD, your God,
 with all your heart,
 and with all your soul,
 and with all your strength.
 Take to heart these words which I enjoin on you today.
 Drill them into your children.
 Speak of them at home and abroad, whether you are busy or at rest.
 Bind them at your wrist as a sign
 and let them be as a pendant on your forehead.
 Write them on the doorposts of your houses and on your gates.

"When the LORD, your God, brings you into the land which he swore
 to your fathers: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
 that he would give you,
 a land with fine, large cities that you did not build,
 with houses full of goods of all sorts that you did not garner,
 with cisterns that you did not dig,
 with vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant;
 and when, therefore, you eat your fill,
 take care not to forget the LORD,
 who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that place of slavery.
 The LORD, your God, shall you fear;
 him shall you serve, and by his name shall you swear."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 47 and 51

R. (2) I love you, Lord, my strength.

I love you, O LORD, my strength,
 O LORD, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer.

R. I love you, Lord, my strength.

My God, my rock of refuge,
 my shield, the horn of my salvation, my stronghold!
 Praised be the LORD, I exclaim!
 And I am safe from my enemies.

R. I love you, Lord, my strength.

The LORD live! And blessed be my Rock!
 Extolled be God my savior!
 You who gave great victories to your king,
 and showed kindness to your anointed,
 to David and his posterity forever.

R. I love you, Lord, my strength.

Alleluia

See 2 Timothy 1:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death
 and brought life to light through the Gospel.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 17:14-20

A man came up to Jesus, knelt down before him, and said,
 "Lord, have pity on my son, who is a lunatic and suffers severely;
 often he falls into fire, and often into water.
 I brought him to your disciples, but they could not cure him."
 Jesus said in reply,
 "O faithless and perverse generation, how long will I be with you?
 How long will I endure you?
 Bring the boy here to me."
 Jesus rebuked him and the demon came out of him,
 and from that hour the boy was cured.
 Then the disciples approached Jesus in private and said,
 "Why could we not drive it out?"
 He said to them, "Because of your little faith.
 Amen, I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed,
 you will say to this mountain,
 'Move from here to there,' and it will move.
 Nothing will be impossible for you."

Optional Memorial of Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Virgin and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs (#713-718), or the Common of Virgins (#731-736).



Reading 1

Hosea 2:16bc, 17cd, 21-22

Thus says the LORD:
 I will lead her into the desert
 and speak to her heart.
 She shall respond there as in the days of her youth,
 when she came up from the land of Egypt.

I will espouse you to me forever:
 I will espouse you in right and in justice,
 in love and in mercy;
 I will espouse you in fidelity,
 and you shall know the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17

R. (11) Listen to me, daughter; see and bend your ear.
 or:
 R. The bridegroom is here; let us go out to meet Christ the Lord.

Hear, O daughter, and see; turn your ear,
 forget your people and your father's house.
 So shall the king desire your beauty;
 for he is your lord, and you must worship him. 

R. (11) Listen to me, daughter; see and bend your ear.
 or:
 R. The bridegroom is here; let us go out to meet Christ the Lord.

All glorious is the king's daughter as she enters;
 her raiment is threaded with spun gold.
 In embroidered apparel she is borne in to the king;
 behind her the virgins of her train are brought to you.

R. (11) Listen to me, daughter; see and bend your ear.
 or:
 R. The bridegroom is here; let us go out to meet Christ the Lord.

They are borne in with gladness and joy;
 they enter the palace of the king.
 The place of your fathers your sons shall have;
 you shall make them princes through all the land.

R. (11) Listen to me, daughter; see and bend your ear.
 or:
 R. The bridegroom is here; let us go out to meet Christ the Lord.

Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come, bride of Christ, and receive the crown,
 which the Lord has prepared for you for ever. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus told his disciples this parable:
 "The Kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins
 who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.
 Five of them were foolish and five were wise.
 The foolish ones, when taking their lamps,
 brought no oil with them,
 but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps.
 Since the bridegroom was long delayed,
 they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
 At midnight, there was a cry,
 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'
 Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps.
 The foolish ones said to the wise,
 'Give us some of your oil,
 for our lamps are going out.'
 But the wise ones replied,
 'No, for there may not be enough for us and you.
 Go instead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves.'
 While they went off to buy it,
 the bridegroom came
 and those who were ready went into the wedding feast with him.
 Then the door was locked.
 Afterwards the other virgins came and said,
 'Lord, Lord, open the door for us!'
 But he said in reply,
 'Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.'
 Therefore, stay awake,
 for you know neither the day nor the hour."

Reflection 
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Saturday (August 9):  Nothing Will Be Impossible to YouMeditation: What kind of faith does the Lord expect of us, especially when we meet set-backs and trials? Inevitably there are times when each of us disappoint others or disappoint ourselves when we suffer some kind of set-back or failure. In this Gospel incident the disciples of Jesus fail to heal an epileptic boy. Jesus' response seems stern; but it is really tempered with love and compassion. We see at once Jesus' dismay with the disciples' lack of faith and his concern to meet the need of this troubled boy and his father. With one word of command Jesus rebukes the evil spirit that has caused this boy's affliction and tells the spirit to "never enter him again".

Pray with expectant faith
Jesus tells his disciples that they can "remove mountains" if they have faith in God. The expression to "remove mountains" was a common Jewish phrase for removing difficulties. A wise teacher who could solve difficulties was called a "mountain remover". If we pray with expectant faith God will give us the means to overcome difficulties and obstacles. When you meet trials and disappointments how do you respond? With faith and trust in Jesus?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help my unbelief! Increase my faith and trust in your saving power. Give me confidence and perseverance, especially in prayer. And help me to bring your healing love and truth to those I meet



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 10, 2025

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Wisdom 18:6-9

The night of the passover was known beforehand to our fathers,
 that, with sure knowledge of the oaths in which they put their faith,
 they might have courage.
 Your people awaited the salvation of the just
 and the destruction of their foes.
 For when you punished our adversaries,
 in this you glorified us whom you had summoned.
 For in secret the holy children of the good were offering sacrifice
 and putting into effect with one accord the divine institution.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22

R. (12b) Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

Exult, you just, in the LORD;
 praise from the upright is fitting.
 Blessed the nation whose God is the LORD,
 the people he has chosen for his own inheritance.

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him,
 upon those who hope for his kindness,
 To deliver them from death
 and preserve them in spite of famine.

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

Our soul waits for the LORD,
 who is our help and our shield.
 May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us
 who have put our hope in you.

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

Reading 2

Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19

Brothers and sisters:
 Faith is the realization of what is hoped for
 and evidence of things not seen.
 Because of it the ancients were well attested.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place
 that he was to receive as an inheritance;
 he went out, not knowing where he was to go.
 By faith he sojourned in the promised land as in a foreign country,
 dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs of the same promise;
 for he was looking forward to the city with foundations,
 whose architect and maker is God.
 By faith he received power to generate,
 even though he was past the normal age
 —and Sarah herself was sterile—
 for he thought that the one who had made the promise was
 trustworthy.
 So it was that there came forth from one man,
 himself as good as dead,
 descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky
 and as countless as the sands on the seashore.

All these died in faith.
 They did not receive what had been promised
 but saw it and greeted it from afar
 and acknowledged themselves to be strangers and aliens on earth,
 for those who speak thus show that they are seeking a homeland.
 If they had been thinking of the land from which they had come,
 they would have had opportunity to return.
 But now they desire a better homeland, a heavenly one.
 Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God,
 for he has prepared a city for them.

By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac,
 and he who had received the promises was ready to offer his only son,
 of whom it was said,
 “Through Isaac descendants shall bear your name.”
 He reasoned that God was able to raise even from the dead,
 and he received Isaac back as a symbol.

Or
 Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-12

Brothers and sisters:
 Faith is the realization of what is hoped for
 and evidence of things not seen.
 Because of it the ancients were well attested.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place
 that he was to receive as an inheritance;
 he went out, not knowing where he was to go.
 By faith he sojourned in the promised land as in a foreign country,
 dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs of the same promise;
 for he was looking forward to the city with foundations,
 whose architect and maker is God.
 By faith he received power to generate,
 even though he was past the normal age
 —and Sarah herself was sterile—
 for he thought that the one who had made the promise was
 trustworthy.
 So it was that there came forth from one man,
 himself as good as dead,
 descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky
 and as countless as the sands on the seashore.

Alleluia

Matthew 24;42a, 44

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Stay awake and be ready!
 For you do not know on what day your Lord will come.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 12:32-48

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “Do not be afraid any longer, little flock,
 for your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom.
 Sell your belongings and give alms.
 Provide money bags for yourselves that do not wear out,
 an inexhaustible treasure in heaven
 that no thief can reach nor moth destroy.
 For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.

“Gird your loins and light your lamps
 and be like servants who await their master’s return from a wedding,
 ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks.
 Blessed are those servants
 whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival. 
 Amen, I say to you, he will gird himself,
 have them recline at table, and proceed to wait on them.
 And should he come in the second or third watch
 and find them prepared in this way,
 blessed are those servants.
 Be sure of this:
 if the master of the house had known the hour
 when the thief was coming,
 he would not have let his house be broken into.
 You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect,
 the Son of Man will come.”

Then Peter said,
 “Lord, is this parable meant for us or for everyone?”
 And the Lord replied,
 “Who, then, is the faithful and prudent steward
 whom the master will put in charge of his servants
 to distribute the food allowance at the proper time?
 Blessed is that servant whom his master on arrival finds doing so.
 Truly, I say to you, the master will put the servant
 in charge of all his property.
 But if that servant says to himself,
 ‘My master is delayed in coming,’
 and begins to beat the menservants and the maidservants,
 to eat and drink and get drunk,
 then that servant’s master will come
 on an unexpected day and at an unknown hour
 and will punish the servant severely
 and assign him a place with the unfaithful.
 That servant who knew his master’s will
 but did not make preparations nor act in accord with his will
 shall be beaten severely;
 and the servant who was ignorant of his master’s will
 but acted in a way deserving of a severe beating
 shall be beaten only lightly.
 Much will be required of the person entrusted with much,
 and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.”

Or
 Luke 12:35-40

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “Gird your loins and light your lamps
 and be like servants who await their master’s return from a wedding,
 ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks.
 Blessed are those servants
 whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival.
 Amen, I say to you, he will gird himself,
 have the servants recline at table, and proceed to wait on them.
 And should he come in the second or third watch
 and find them prepared in this way,
 blessed are those servants.
 Be sure of this:
 if the master of the house had known the hour
 when the thief was coming,
 he would not have let his house be broken into.
 You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect,
 the Son of Man will come.”

Reflection
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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle C 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Wisdom 18:6-9 

 
 The Book of Wisdom, also known as the Wisdom of Solomon, is listed in the Muratorian Fragment [the oldest (second century) listing of writings approved as Scripture for use in the Church of Rome] as a New Testament book. The book is not in the Hebrew canon and it is certain that Greek was the original language. It was certainly written after the completion of the Septuagint (middle of the 2nd century B.C.) and earlier than the New Testament. It is thought to date from the middle of the first century B.C. which would make it the last of the Old Testament books to be written. Believed to have been composed in Alexandria, Egypt, the author certainly isnt Solomon and his identity remains unknown. All efforts to identify the author have been futile and the most that can be said is that he was a devout, Greek speaking Jew, acquainted to some extent with Greek philosophy and culture. The book divides into two parts: The first part (1:1 through 11:1) appears to be a public address which sings the praises of Wisdom. The second part (11:2 through the end) is a midrash (a Jewish method of searching the Scriptures with a view to discovering the deeper meaning held to underlie the most minute details contained in the sacred text) in homily form about Gods fidelity to His people in the exodus. Todays reading concerns the tenth plague and the exodus by which God punished the Egyptians and glorified Israel. 6    That night [of the Passover] was known beforehand to our fathers, that, with sure knowledge of the oaths in which they put their faith, they might have courage. The patriarchs [Abram (Genesis 15:13-34), Jacob (Genesis 46:3-4), etc.] to whom God swore He would deliver their descendants 7    Your people awaited the salvation of the just and the destruction of their foes. 8 For when you punished our adversaries, in this you glorified us whom you had summoned. Chosen – from all the peoples of the earth 9    For in secret the holy children of the good were offering sacrifice The Passover and putting into effect with one accord the divine institution, 1    The Passover meal created a family which celebrated with a religious unity. That your holy ones should share alike the same good things and dangers, having previously sung the praises of the fathers. 

 

2nd Reading - Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 

 
 Today we begin a study of the Book of Hebrews. The last time we studied Hebrews in any depth was the 27th through 33rd Sundays in Ordinary Time in Cycle B. Today we take up our study essentially where we left off at that time. The epistles are arranged in the Bible first by author, and then in order of descending length. Hebrews appears after the letters of Paul and before the Epistle of James. This is because although early tradition, in the main, attributed this text to Saint Paul, the western church did not accept Pauline authorship until the 4th century. The letters canonicity is not in doubt; it was included in the canon by the Council of Trent (April 8, 1546) among the other writings of Saint Paul, although the council chose not to state categorically that it was written by Paul. (Note how the letter is announced for the Mass reading A reading from the letter to the Hebrews). At any rate, who wrote it is a secondary question which has nothing to do with matters of faith. The letter was probably written in Italy after A.D. 63 and before A.D. 70 (somewhere around A.D. 67 would be a good guess). It was obviously written to people whom the author knew to be steeped in the Old Testament, people who in all probability were converts from Judaism, and who may previously have even been priests or Levites. After becoming Christians, because of the difficult circumstances of the time, they had to abandon Jerusalem, the holy city, to seek refuge elsewhere; possibly Caesarea or Antioch. In their exile they look back with nostalgia on the splendor of the cult they played a part in prior to their conversion. They feel deceived and are tempted to give up their new faith, in which they are not yet well grounded. In addition to this they are discontented by the persecution they suffer because of their faith. Obviously, they are in need of help and in particular of clear doctrine to bolster their faith and enable them to cope with temptation to infidelity. As we learned last year in our study of the letter to the Hebrews, the basic teaching centers on showing the superiority of the Christian religion over Judaism. The arrangement is developed in three stages: 1) Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son of God, the King of the universe reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature and is superior to the angels. 2) Christ is also superior to Moses as the builder of a house has more honor than the house. 3) Jesus, the Son of God, is the greatest high priest who has passed through the 2    heavens; His priesthood is of the order of Melchizadek, superior to the priesthood of Aaron, from which the Levitical priesthood derived. Theological faith is closely linked to hope. Today, with this lesson in mind, we hear of the faith of Abraham. 11:1 Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen. 2 Because of it the ancients were well attested. Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen. Because of it the ancients were well attested. Wowee! What an expression he uses! He says, evidence of things not seen! It is usual to speak of evidence in regard to things that are very plainly seen. Faith, he says, is the full assurance that is had with things that are seen. Neither is it possible to disbelieve in things that are seen, nor again is it possible for there to be faith unless one is as fully persuaded about things invisible as he is about things most clearly seen. Since objects of hope seem to be unsubstantial, faith favors them with substance; or rather, it does not so favor them, but it is the substance. For example, the resurrection has not come, nor does it exist substantially, but hope makes it subsist in our soul. This is what he means when he says the realization of what is hoped for. [Saint John Chrysostom (ca. A.D. 403), Homilies on the Epistle to the Hebrews 21,2(4)] 8    By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; he went out, not knowing where he was to go. 9 By faith he sojourned in the promised land as in a foreign country, Abrahams faith is exemplified by his obedience to Gods command to migrate to Canaan (note it is not by faith alone, but by living out that faith that Abraham is declared righteous) and by his confidence that his descendants would possess the land, although he would only be a wanderer in it. dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs of the same promise; The faith of Isaac and Jacob is mentioned in passing. 10    for he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and maker is God. Abrahams stay in Canaan is an indication of his realization that his permanent dwelling was not to be anywhere on earth, but in the heavenly city (the heavenly Jerusalem). 11    By faith he received power to generate, even though he was past the normal age--and Sarah herself was sterile – for he thought that the one who had made the promise was trustworthy. 12 So it was that there came forth from one man, himself as good as dead, 3    An exaggerated description of Abrahams advanced age (100) at the time of Isaacs birth. descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sands on the seashore. 13 All these died in faith. They did not receive what had been promised but saw it and greeted it from afar and acknowledged themselves to be strangers and aliens on earth, 14 for those who speak thus show that they are seeking a homeland. We all look toward the East when we pray; but few know that it is because we are looking for our own former country, Paradise, which God planted in Eden in the East (Genesis 2:8). On the first day of the week, we stand when we pray; but not all of us know why. The reason is that on the day of the resurrection, by standing at prayer, we remind ourselves of the grace we have received. [Saint Basil the Great (A.D. 375), The Holy Spirit 27,66] 15    If they had been thinking of the land from which they had come, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a better homeland, a heavenly one. All the patriarchs acknowledged that their homeland was in heaven. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 17 By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises Abrahams faith is a classic case. His hopes for the fulfillment of Gods promise were bound up with the boy but Abraham, through faith, knew that God was instructing him to live out the divine plan. was ready to offer his only son, 18 of whom it was said, Through Isaac descendants shall bear your name. 19 He reasoned that God was able to raise even from the dead, and he received Isaac back as a symbol. The author sees Isaacs deliverance from death as a symbol of the resurrection of Christ. 

 

Gospel - Luke 12:32-48 

 
 Jesus, having told the disciples of the external problems they will encounter such as that of the Pharisees, whose leven is hypocrisy, now tells them of internal problems caused by selfish Church officials. [Jesus said to His disciples:] 32 Do not be afraid any longer, little flock, for your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom. To His struggling, opposed, and small group of disciples Jesus promises what is all-important: the kingdom; the powers of which are operative in their group. 4    33    Sell your belongings and give alms. Provide money bags for yourselves that do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief can reach nor moth destroy. 34 For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. Dont worry about material goods, share. Matthew 6:21 gives this in a negative form: do not lay up treasures on earth. Saint Lukes account is more positive and demanding. 35    Gird your loins and light your lamps 36 and be like servants One who gives service to the Christian community who await their masters return from a wedding, ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks. This role reversal is significant and underscores Gods absolute gratuity. The servant who is faithful during the time of fulfillment before the parousia will share in the banquet in the end times. 37    Blessed are those servants whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival. Amen, I say to you, he will gird himself, have them recline at table, and proceed to wait on them. 38 And should he come in the second or third watch The times for the changing of the watch were midnight and sunrise. and find them prepared in this way, blessed are those servants. 39 Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known the hour when the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come. 41 Then Peter said, Peter is the spokesman for the group. Notice that Jesus ignores the question, implying that it was out of place. Lord, is this parable meant for us or for everyone? 42 And the Lord replied, Who, then, is the faithful and prudent steward whom the master will put in charge of his servants to distribute (the) food allowance at the proper time? More seems to be involved than mere foodstuffs. Could this be a reference to communal meals such as the Eucharist? 43    Blessed is that servant whom his master on arrival finds doing so. 44 Truly, I say to you, he will put him in charge of all his property. 45 But if that servant says to himself, My master is delayed in coming, and begins to beat the menservants and the maidservants, to eat and drink and get drunk, Echoes of verse 19 sound: The Church official has taken on some of the characteristics of 5    the fool. 46    then that servants master will come on an unexpected day and at an unknown hour and will punish him severely and assign him a place with the unfaithful. 47 That servant who knew his masters will but did not make preparations nor act in accord with his will shall be beaten severely; 48 and the servant who was ignorant of his masters will but acted in a way deserving of a severe beating shall be beaten only lightly. Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more. The punishments for unfaithful and negligent Church officials are stark. Community officials must be faithful and not create internal problems for the Church. Indeed, the more superior is a rational nature, so much the worse is its ruin; and the more unbelievable is its sin, so much more the damnable it is. The angel, therefore, fell irreparably, because more is demanded of him to whom more is given... Adam, the first man, was of such an excellent nature, because that nature was not yet weakened, that his sin was much greater by far than are the sins of other men. Therefore his punishment too, which was the immediate consequence of his sin, seemed much more severe. It had been in Adams power not to die; but now he was immediately bound by the necessity of dying, and he was immediately sent away from the place of such great happiness; and he was immediately barred from access to the tree of life. But when this was done, the human race was still in his loins. ... Thus all the sons of Adam were infected through him with the contagion of sin and were subjected to the state of death. [Saint Augustine of Hippo (A.D. 428-430), The Unfinished Work Against Julians Second Reply, 6,22] 
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Sunday (August 10):  The Lord Knocks at Your Door - Will You Answer?Meditation: What is the greatest joy and treasure we could possibly possess? The Lord Jesus promises that those who seek God and his kingdom will not be disappointed (Luke 12:32, Matthew 6:33). The Lord Jesus offers us the greatest treasure possible - but we must first seek it and make it our true joy and possession above all else. We naturally want to have and keep whatever we think will bring us happiness, peace, and security. Jesus offers a priceless treasure and source of abundant joy and security that is worth selling all else for.

The priceless exchange and everlasting reward
Jesus tells his followers to not be fearful or anxious about their present lives and future security (Luke 12:32). He urges them to sell their possessions and to give their money to those who need it most - especially those who have nothing to provide for their present needs and welfare (Luke 12:33). This seems to go against our natural instinct to hoard and save for the future. Why would anyone want to sell their possessions and give away their money - unless they wanted to exchange these goods for something far more precious and of greater value than all the money and possessions they could ever hope to acquire in this present life.

Jesus warns that money and possessions will not last and can be taken away at any moment by a thief or by death itself. But there is one treasure which can never be lost or destroyed because it is kept secure by God himself. What is that treasure? It is the Lord himself and his kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). This treasure is worth far more than anything we could possibly acquire on our own. If you make the Lord your treasure, then you will have in your possession the greatest source of joy and lasting peace and security. The wisdom of Scripture tells us, If the Almighty is your gold and your precious silver, then you will delight yourself in the Almighty , and will turn your face toward God (Job 22:25-26). Do you know the joy and happiness of making God your one and only true treasure and security?

The Lord knocks at our door - will we answer him?
What is the meaning of the parable of the master who returns from a wedding feast to his home in the middle of the night (Luke 12:35-40)? The door to one's house in the ancient world was usually bolted from the inside, especially at night to keep out thieves and troublemakers. It was not possible to enter from the outside without help from someone inside. Household attendants (domestic servants) who knew their master's voice were expected to be always vigilant and prepared to unbolt the door and let him in without a moment's delay. This required an attentive watchfulness and listening ear for any sign of the master's approach. No distraction, not even sleep, could be allowed to interfere with the preparation for the master's return. If the servants failed to hear the voice of their master's return, they literally shut him out since he could not unbolt the door from the outside - only they could open the door from within and allow him to enter. Their failure to welcome and serve the master on his return brought shame and dishonor.

If the Lord Jesus knocked on your door today would you be ready and eager to receive him? He wants us to be prepared for his coming - today, tomorrow, at the hour of our departure from this life (our death), and when he comes again at the end of this present world to judge all the living and the dead. The Lord will reward those who have believed in him. The Lord Jesus knocks on the door of our heart each and every day. Do you listen to his word and receive it with trust and joy. The Lord calls to each one of us and he says, " Listen! I am standing and knocking at your door. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and we will feast together " (Revelations 3:20). Do you hunger for the Lord and for the treasure of his kingdom?

The Lord comes to reward his faithful servants
Jesus' parable adds an unexpected reward for those who have faithfully served and watched for the master's return. When the master finally arrived home from the wedding feast at a late hour of the night, he did the unthinkable for his servants who were present to welcome and let him in. He then puts on a servant's apron and tells his servants to be seated at his own banquet table. Once they are all seated the master then personally waits on them and serves them with his own rich food and drink (Luke 12:37). Jesus' parable turns the world's way of thinking upside-down. The master rewards his faithful servants by serving them himself with the best he has to offer - a royal feast fit for a king and his loyal subjects. Are you prepared to feast with the Lord at his banquet table?

Jesus' parable has an important lesson for each one of us. Just as Jesus was faithful and ready to obey his Father in everything - even to the point of laying down his life on the cross for us, we too are called to be faithful and obedient to the Lord's will for our lives. How can we grow in faithfulness and obedience to the Lord? The Lord gives us his Holy Spirit who frees us from pride and fear, so we can hear the Lord and embrace his way of love and faithfulness. If we fail, the Lord will not fail us. He gives strength to the weak and to those who turn to him with trust in his mercy and help. Ask the Lord Jesus to fill you with his Holy Spirit and with a holy desire to seek the Lord and his kingdom first above all else.



Prayer: Lord Jesus, you alone are my treasure and the joy of my heart. May there be nothing in this world that holds me back from giving you my all - you are my all, my life and joy now and forever.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 11, 2025

Memorial of Saint Clare, Virgin

Reading 1

Deuteronomy 10:12-22

Moses said to the people:
 "And now, Israel, what does the LORD, your God, ask of you
 but to fear the LORD, your God, and follow his ways exactly,
 to love and serve the LORD, your God,
 with all your heart and all your soul,
 to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD
 which I enjoin on you today for your own good?
 Think! The heavens, even the highest heavens,
 belong to the LORD, your God,
 as well as the earth and everything on it.
 Yet in his love for your fathers the LORD was so attached to them
 as to choose you, their descendants,
 in preference to all other peoples, as indeed he has now done.
 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and be no longer stiff-necked.
 For the LORD, your God, is the God of gods,
 the LORD of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome,
 who has no favorites, accepts no bribes;
 who executes justice for the orphan and the widow,
 and befriends the alien, feeding and clothing him.
 So you too must befriend the alien,
 for you were once aliens yourselves in the land of Egypt.
 The LORD, your God, shall you fear, and him shall you serve;
 hold fast to him and swear by his name.
 He is your glory, he, your God,
 who has done for you those great and terrible things
 which your own eyes have seen.
 Your ancestors went down to Egypt seventy strong,
 and now the LORD, your God,
 has made you as numerous as the stars of the sky."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20

R. (12a) Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

Glorify the LORD, O Jerusalem;
 praise your God, O Zion.
 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates;
 he has blessed your children within you.

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

He has granted peace in your borders;
 with the best of wheat he fills you.
 He sends forth his command to the earth;
 swiftly runs his word!

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

He has proclaimed his word to Jacob,
 his statutes and his ordinances to Israel.
 He has not done thus for any other nation;
 his ordinances he has not made known to them. Alleluia.

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

Alleluia

See 2 Thessalonians 2:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

God has called you through the Gospel
 to possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 17:22-27

As Jesus and his disciples were gathering in Galilee,
 Jesus said to them,
 "The Son of Man is to be handed over to men,
 and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day."
 And they were overwhelmed with grief.

When they came to Capernaum,
 the collectors of the temple tax approached Peter and said,
 "Does not your teacher pay the temple tax?"
 "Yes," he said.
 When he came into the house, before he had time to speak,
 Jesus asked him, "What is your opinion, Simon?
 From whom do the kings of the earth take tolls or census tax?
 From their subjects or from foreigners?"
 When he said, "From foreigners," Jesus said to him,
 "Then the subjects are exempt.
 But that we may not offend them, go to the sea, drop in a hook,
 and take the first fish that comes up.
 Open its mouth and you will find a coin worth twice the temple tax.
 Give that to them for me and for you."

Memorial of Saint Clare, Virgin

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Virgins, #731-736, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.

Reading 1

Philippians 3:8-14

Brothers and sisters:
 I consider everything as a loss
 because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
 For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things
 and I consider them so much rubbish,
 that I may gain Christ and be found in him,
 not having any righteousness of my own based on the law
 but that which comes through faith in Christ,
 the righteousness from God,
 depending on faith to know him and the power of his resurrection
 and the sharing of his sufferings by being conformed to his death,
 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

It is not that I have already taken hold of it
 or have already attained perfect maturity,
 but I continue my pursuit in hope that I may possess it,
 since I have indeed been taken possession of by Christ Jesus.
 Brothers and sisters, I for my part
 do not consider myself to have taken possession.
 Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind
 but straining forward to what lies ahead,
 I continue my pursuit toward the goal,
 the prize of God’s upward calling, in Christ Jesus.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-8, 11

R. (see 5a) You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
 I say to the LORD, “My Lord are you.”
 O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
 you it is who hold fast my lot.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

I bless the LORD who counsels me;
 even in the night my heart exhorts me.
 I set the LORD ever before me;
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

You will show me the path to life,
 fullness of joys in your presence,
 the delights at your right hand forever.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:3

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are the poor in spirit;
 the Kingdom of heaven is theirs!

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 19:27-29

Peter said to Jesus,
 “We have given up everything and followed you.
 What will there be for us?”
 Jesus said to them, “Amen, I say to you
 that you who have followed me, in the new age,
 when the Son of Man is seated on his throne of glory,
 will yourselves sit on twelve thrones,
 judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
 And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or sisters
 or father or mother or children or lands
 for the sake of my name will receive a hundred times more,
 and will inherit eternal life.”

Reflection
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Monday (August 11):  Not to Give OffenseMeditation: Who likes to pay taxes, especially when you think they might be unreasonable or unjust? Jesus and his disciples were confronted by tax collectors on the issue of tax evasion. When questioned about paying the temple tax, Jesus replied to his disciples: We must pay so as not to cause bad example. In fact, we must go beyond our duty in order that we may show others what they ought to do. The scriptural expression to give no offense doesn't refer to insult or annoyance - rather it means to put no stumbling block in the way of another that would cause them to trip or fall. Jesus would not allow himself anything which might possibly be a bad example to someone else. Do you evade unpleasant responsibilities or obligations?

Jesus predicts his death and triumph over the grave
On three different occasions in Matthew's Gospel, Jesus predicted he would endure great suffering through betrayal, rejection, and the punishment of a cruel death (Matthew 16:21, 17:22-23, and 20:17-19). The Jews resorted to stoning for very serious offenses and the Romans to crucifixion - the most painful and humiliating death they could devise for criminals they wanted to eliminate. No wonder the apostles were greatly distressed at such a prediction! If Jesus their Master were put to death, then they would likely receive the same treatment by their enemies. Jesus called himself the "Son of Man" because this was a Jewish title for the Messiah which the prophet Daniel explained in his vision of the One whom God would send to establish his everlasting kingdom of power and righteousness over the earth (Daniel 7:13-14).

The Suffering Servant and Lamb of God
Why must the Messiah be rejected and killed? Did not God promise that his Anointed One ( Messiah in Hebrew) would deliver his people from their oppression and establish a kingdom of peace and justice? The prophet Isaiah had foretold that it was God's will that the "Suffering Servant" make atonement for sins through his suffering and death (Isaiah 53). John the Baptist described Jesus as "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1: 29, Isaiah 53:6-7). When Jesus willing offered up his life for us on the cross he paid the price for our redemption with his blood.

Jesus offers freedom and victory over sin and death
Jesus came to rescue us from sin and its destructive forces and to restore us to fulness of life with our heavenly Father. Sin not only separates us from God - it leads us down the path to corruption and unending death. Slavery to sin is to want the wrong things and to be in bondage to hurtful desires and addictions. The ransom Jesus paid sets us free from the worst tyranny possible - the tyranny of sin, Satan, and death. Jesus' victory did not end with his sacrificial death on the cross - he triumphed over the grave when he rose again on the third day. Jesus defeated the powers of death and Satan through his cross and resurrection. The Lord Jesus offers us true freedom and peace which no one can take from us. Do you want the greatest freedom possible, the freedom to live as God truly meant us to live as his sons and daughters?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your death brought true life and freedom. May I always walk in the freedom and power of your love and truth and reject whatever is contrary to your will for my life.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 12, 2025

Tuesday of the Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Deuteronomy 31:1-8

When Moses had finished speaking to all Israel, he said to them,
 "I am now one hundred and twenty years old
 and am no longer able to move about freely;
 besides, the LORD has told me that I shall not cross this Jordan.
 It is the LORD, your God, who will cross before you;
 he will destroy these nations before you,
 that you may supplant them.
 It is Joshua who will cross before you, as the LORD promised.
 The LORD will deal with them just as he dealt with Sihon and Og,
 the kings of the Amorites whom he destroyed,
 and with their country.
 When, therefore, the LORD delivers them up to you,
 you must deal with them exactly as I have ordered you.
 Be brave and steadfast; have no fear or dread of them,
 for it is the LORD, your God, who marches with you;
 he will never fail you or forsake you."

Then Moses summoned Joshua and in the presence of all Israel
 said to him, "Be brave and steadfast,
 for you must bring this people into the land
 which the LORD swore to their fathers he would give them;
 you must put them in possession of their heritage.
 It is the LORD who marches before you;
 he will be with you and will never fail you or forsake you.
 So do not fear or be dismayed."

Responsorial Psalm

Deuteronomy 32:3-4ab, 7, 8, 9 and 12

R.(9a) The portion of the Lord is his people.

For I will sing the LORD's renown.
 Oh, proclaim the greatness of our God!
 The Rock–how faultless are his deeds,
 how right all his ways!

R. The portion of the Lord is his people.

Think back on the days of old,
 reflect on the years of age upon age.
 Ask your father and he will inform you,
 ask your elders and they will tell you.

R. The portion of the Lord is his people.

When the Most High assigned the nations their heritage,
 when he parceled out the descendants of Adam,
 He set up the boundaries of the peoples
 after the number of the sons of Israel.

R. The portion of the Lord is his people.

While the LORD's own portion was Jacob,
 his hereditary share was Israel.
 The LORD alone was their leader,
 no strange god was with him.

R. The portion of the Lord is his people.

Alleluia

Matthew 11:29ab

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
 for I am meek and humble of heart.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 18:1-5, 10, 12-14

The disciples approached Jesus and said,
 "Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?"
 He called a child over, placed it in their midst, and said,
 "Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children,
 you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whoever becomes humble like this child
 is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.
 And whoever receives one child such as this in my name receives me.

"See that you do not despise one of these little ones,
 for I say to you that their angels in heaven
 always look upon the face of my heavenly Father.
 What is your opinion?
 If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them goes astray,
 will he not leave the ninety-nine in the hills
 and go in search of the stray?
 And if he finds it, amen, I say to you, he rejoices more over it
 than over the ninety-nine that did not stray.
 In just the same way, it is not the will of your heavenly Father
 that one of these little ones be lost."

Optional Memorial of Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious

Previously observed on August 18 in the United States, this Optional Memorial is transferred to this date in the General Roman Calendar.

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious (#737-742).



Reading 1

Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31

When one finds a worthy wife,
 her value is far beyond pearls.
 Her husband, entrusting his heart to her,
 has an unfailing prize.
 She brings him good, and not evil,
 all the days of her life.
 She obtains wool and flax
 and makes cloth with skillful hands.
 She puts her hands to the distaff,
 and her fingers ply the spindle.
 She reaches out her hands to the poor,
 and extends her arms to the needy.
 Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting;
 the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.
 Give her a reward of her labors,
 and let her works praise her at the city gates.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 131:1bcde, 2, 3

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

O LORD, my heart is not proud,
 nor are my eyes haughty;
 I busy not myself with great things,
 nor with things too sublime for me.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

Nay rather, I have stilled and quieted
 my soul like a weaned child.
 Like a weaned child on its mother's lap,
 so is my soul within me.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

O Israel, hope in the LORD,
 both now and forever.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

Alleluia

John 8:31b-32

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If you remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples,
 and you will know the truth, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 3:31-35

The mother of Jesus and his brothers arrived.
 Standing outside they sent word to him and called him.
 A crowd seated around him told him,
 "Your mother and your brothers and your sisters
 are outside asking for you."
 But he said to them in reply,
 "Who are my mother and my brothers?"
 And looking around at those seated in the circle he said,
 "Here are my mother and my brothers.
 For whoever does the will of God
 is my brother and sister and mother."


Reflection
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Tuesday (August 12):  Who Is the Greatest in the Kingdom of HeavenMeditation: Are you surprised to see the disciples discussing with Jesus who is the greatest? Don't we do the same thing? The appetite for glory and greatness seems to be inbred in us. Who doesn't cherish the ambition to be "somebody" whom others admire rather than a "nobody"? Even the Psalms speak about the glory God has destined for us. You have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory and honor (Psalm 8:5).

Whose glory do you seek?
Jesus made a dramatic gesture by placing a child next to himself to show his disciples who really is the greatest in the kingdom of God. What can a little child possibly teach us about greatness? Children in the ancient world had no rights, position, or privileges of their own. They were socially at the "bottom of the rung" and at the service of their parents, much like the household staff and domestic servants. What is the significance of Jesus' gesture? Jesus elevated a little child in the presence of his disciples by placing the child in a privileged position of honor at his right side. It is customary, even today, to seat the guest of honor at the right side of the host.

The lowly of heart empty themselves of pride
Who is the greatest in God's kingdom? The one who is humble and lowly of heart - who instead of asserting their rights willingly empty themselves of pride and self-seeking glory by taking the lowly position of a servant and child before God. The simple of heart know that they belong to God - he is their father, teacher, and provider - the one who shows them the way of peace, joy, and life everlasting. They are content to recognize their total dependence on God who is the source of all goodness and every good gift.

Jesus restores us to the people he has made holy
What does Jesus' story about a lost sheep tell us about God and his kingdom? Shepherds normally counted their sheep at the end of the day to make sure all were accounted for. Since sheep by their very nature are very social, an isolated sheep can quickly become bewildered and even neurotic. The shepherd's grief and anxiety is turned to joy when he finds the lost sheep and restores it to the fold. What was new in Jesus' teaching was the insistence that sinners must be sought out and not merely mourned for. God does not rejoice in the loss of anyone, but desires that all be saved and restored to fellowship with him. That is why the whole community of heaven rejoices when one sinner is found and restored to fellowship with God (Luke 15:7). Seekers of the lost are much needed today. Do you pray and seek after those you know who have lost their way to God?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, teach me your way of humility and simplicity of heart that I may find perfect joy in you. May your light shine through me that others may see your truth and love and find hope and peace in you.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 13, 2025

Wednesday of the Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Deuteronomy 34:1-12

Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo,
 the headland of Pisgah which faces Jericho,
 and the LORD showed him all the land—
 Gilead, and as far as Dan, all Naphtali,
 the land of Ephraim and Manasseh,
 all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea,
 the Negeb, the circuit of the Jordan
 with the lowlands at Jericho, city of palms,
 and as far as Zoar.
 The LORD then said to him,
 "This is the land
 which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
 that I would give to their descendants.
 I have let you feast your eyes upon it, but you shall not cross over."
 So there, in the land of Moab, Moses, the servant of the LORD,
 died as the LORD had said; and he was buried in the ravine
 opposite Beth-peor in the land of Moab,
 but to this day no one knows the place of his burial.
 Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died,
 yet his eyes were undimmed and his vigor unabated.
 For thirty days the children of Israel wept for Moses
 in the plains of Moab, till they had completed
 the period of grief and mourning for Moses.

Now Joshua, son of Nun, was filled with the spirit of wisdom,
 since Moses had laid his hands upon him;
 and so the children of Israel gave him their obedience,
 thus carrying out the LORD's command to Moses.

Since then no prophet has arisen in Israel like Moses,
 whom the LORD knew face to face.
 He had no equal in all the signs and wonders
 the LORD sent him to perform in the land of Egypt
 against Pharaoh and all his servants and against all his land,
 and for the might and the terrifying power
 that Moses exhibited in the sight of all Israel.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 66:1-3a, 5 and 8, 16-17

R. (see 20a and 10b) Blessed be God who filled my soul with fire!

Shout joyfully to God, all the earth;
 sing praise to the glory of his name;
 proclaim his glorious praise.
 Say to God: "How tremendous are your deeds!"

R. Blessed be God who filled my soul with fire!

Come and see the works of God,
 his tremendous deeds among the children of Adam.
 Bless our God, you peoples;
 loudly sound his praise.

R. Blessed be God who filled my soul with fire!

Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare
 what he has done for me.
 When I appealed to him in words,
 praise was on the tip of my tongue.

R. Blessed be God who filled my soul with fire!

Alleluia

2 Corinthians 5:19

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
 And entreating to us the message of reconciliation.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 18:15-20

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "If your brother sins against you,
 go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.
 If he listens to you, you have won over your brother.
 If he does not listen,
 take one or two others along with you,
 so that every fact may be established
 on the testimony of two or three witnesses.
 If he refuses to listen to them, tell the Church.
 If he refuses to listen even to the Church,
 then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector.
 Amen, I say to you,
 whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,
 and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
 Again, amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth
 about anything for which they are to pray,
 it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father.
 For where two or three are gathered together in my name,
 there am I in the midst of them."

Optional Memorial of Saint Pontian, Pope and Martyr, and Saint Hippolytus, Priest and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718, or the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

1 Peter 4:12-19

Beloved, do not be surprised that a trial by fire is occurring among you, 
 as if something strange were happening to you.
 But rejoice to the extent that you share in the sufferings of Christ,
 so that when his glory is revealed
 you may also rejoice exultantly.
 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you,
 for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.
 But let no one among you be made to suffer
 as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as an intriguer.
 But whoever is made to suffer as a Christian should not be ashamed
 but glorify God because of the name.
 For it is time for the judgment to begin with the household of God;
 if it begins with us, how will it end
 for those who fail to obey the Gospel of God?

And if the righteous one is barely saved,
 where will the godless and the sinner appear?

As a result, those who suffer in accord with God's will
 hand their souls over to a faithful creator as they do good.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 124:2-3, 4-5, 7-8

R. (7) Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Had not the LORD been with us--
 when men rose up against us,
 Then would they have swallowed us alive
 when their fury was inflamed against us.

R. Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Then would the waters have overwhelmed us;
 The torrent would have swept over us;
 over us then would have swept
 the raging waters.

R. Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Broken was the snare,
 and we were freed.
 Our help is in the name of the LORD,
 who made heaven and earth.

R. Our soul has been rescued like a bird from the fowler's snare.

Alleluia

See Te Deum

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

We praise you, O God,
 we acclaim you as Lord;
 the white-robed army of martyrs praise you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:18-21

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "If the world hates you, realize that it hated me first.
 If you belonged to the world, the world would love its own;
 but because you do not belong to the world,
 and I have chosen you out of the world,
 the world hates you.
 Remember the word I spoke to you,
 'No slave is greater than his master.'
 If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.
 If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.
 And they will do all these things to you on account of my name,
 because they do not know the one who sent me."

Reflection
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Wednesday (August 13):  If Your Brother Sins against YouMeditation: What's the best way to repair a damaged relationship? Jesus offers his disciples spiritual freedom and power for restoring broken or injured relationships.

Don't brood over an offense - speak directly and privately
What can we learn from Jesus' instructions about how to mend a damaged relationship (Matthew 18:15-20)? If you feel you have been wronged by someone, Jesus says the first step is to speak directly but privately to the individual who has done the harm. One of the worst things we can do is brood over our grievance. This can poison our mind and heart and make it more difficult to go directly to the person who caused the damage.

Seek the help of wise Christians
If we truly want to settle a difference with someone, we need to do it face to face. If this fails in its purpose, then the second step is to bring another person or persons, someone who is wise and gracious rather than someone who is hot-tempered or judgmental. The goal is not so much to put the offender on trial, but to persuade the offender to see the wrong and to be reconciled. And if this fails, then we must still not give up, but seek the help of the Christian community. Note the emphasis here is on restoring a broken relationship by seeking the help of other Christians who hopefully will pray and seek a solution for reconciliation based on Christian love and wisdom, rather than relying on coercive force or threat of legal action, such as a lawsuit.

Pray for the offender - for healing and reconciliation
Lastly, if even the Christian community fails to bring about reconciliation, what must we do? Jesus seems to say that we have the right to abandon stubborn and obdurate offenders and treat them like social outcasts. The tax-collectors and Gentiles were regarded as "unclean" by the religious-minded Jews and they resorted to shunning them. However we know from the Gospel accounts that Jesus often had fellowship with tax-collectors (as well as other public sinners), ate with them, and even praised them at times! Jesus refuses no one who is open to receive pardon, healing, and restoration.

Set no obstacle in seeking to heal your brother's wound
When you are offended, are you willing to put aside your own grievance and injury in order to help your brother's wound? The Lord Jesus wants to set us free from resentment, ill-will, and an unwillingness to forgive. The love of Christ both purifies and sets us free to do good to all - even those who cause us grief. The call to accountability for what we have done and have failed to do is inevitable and we can't escape it, both in this life and at the day of judgment when the Lord Jesus will return. But while we have the opportunity today, we must not give up on praying for those who cause us offense. With God's help we must seek to make every effort to win them with the grace and power of God's healing love and wisdom. Do you tolerate broken relationships or do you seek to repair them as God gives you the opportunity to mend and restore what is broken?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, make me an instrument of your healing love and peace. Give me wisdom and courage to bring your healing love and saving truth to those in need of healing and restoration.
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August 14, 2025

Memorial of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr

Reading 1

Joshua 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17

The LORD said to Joshua,
 "Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel,
 that they may know I am with you, as I was with Moses.
 Now command the priests carrying the ark of the covenant
 to come to a halt in the Jordan
 when you reach the edge of the waters."

So Joshua said to the children of Israel,
 "Come here and listen to the words of the LORD, your God.
 This is how you will know that there is a living God in your midst,
 who at your approach will dispossess the Canaanites.
 The ark of the covenant of the LORD of the whole earth
 will precede you into the Jordan.
 When the soles of the feet of the priests carrying the ark of the LORD,
 the Lord of the whole earth,
 touch the water of the Jordan, it will cease to flow;
 for the water flowing down from upstream will halt in a solid bank."

The people struck their tents to cross the Jordan,
 with the priests carrying the ark of the covenant ahead of them.
 No sooner had these priestly bearers of the ark
 waded into the waters at the edge of the Jordan,
 which overflows all its banks
 during the entire season of the harvest,
 than the waters flowing from upstream halted,
 backing up in a solid mass for a very great distance indeed,
 from Adam, a city in the direction of Zarethan;
 while those flowing downstream toward the Salt Sea of the Arabah
 disappeared entirely.
 Thus the people crossed over opposite Jericho.
 While all Israel crossed over on dry ground,
 the priests carrying the ark of the covenant of the LORD
 remained motionless on dry ground in the bed of the Jordan
 until the whole nation had completed the passage.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 114:1-2, 3-4, 5-6

R. Alleluia!

When Israel came forth from Egypt,
 the house of Jacob from a people of alien tongue,
 Judah became his sanctuary,
 Israel his domain.

R. Alleluia!

The sea beheld and fled;
 Jordan turned back.
 The mountains skipped like rams,
 the hills like the lambs of the flock.

R. Alleluia!

Why is it, O sea, that you flee?
 O Jordan, that you turn back?
 You mountains, that you skip like rams?
 You hills, like the lambs of the flock?

R. Alleluia!

Alleluia

Psalm 119:135

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Let your countenance shine upon your servant
 and teach me your statutes.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 18:21–19:1

Peter approached Jesus and asked him,
 "Lord, if my brother sins against me,
 how often must I forgive him?
 As many as seven times?"
 Jesus answered, "I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.
 That is why the Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king
 who decided to settle accounts with his servants.
 When he began the accounting,
 a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount.
 Since he had no way of paying it back,
 his master ordered him to be sold,
 along with his wife, his children, and all his property,
 in payment of the debt.
 At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said,
 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.'
 Moved with compassion the master of that servant
 let him go and forgave him the loan.
 When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants
 who owed him a much smaller amount.
 He seized him and started to choke him, demanding,
 'Pay back what you owe.'
 Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him,
 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.'
 But he refused.
 Instead, he had the fellow servant put in prison
 until he paid back the debt.
 Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened,
 they were deeply disturbed,
 and went to their master and reported the whole affair.
 His master summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant!
 I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to.
 Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant,
 as I had pity on you?'
 Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers
 until he should pay back the whole debt.
 So will my heavenly Father do to you,
 unless each of you forgives his brother from his heart."

When Jesus finished these words, he left Galilee
 and went to the district of Judea across the Jordan.

Memorial of Saint Maximilian Mary Kolbe, Priest and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718, or the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

Wisdom 3:1-9

The souls of the just are in the hand of God,
 and no torment shall touch them.
 They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;
 and their passing away was thought an affliction
 and their going forth from us, utter destruction.
 But they are in peace.
 For if before men, indeed, they be punished,
 yet is their hope full of immortality;
 Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,
 because God tried them
 and found them worthy of himself.
 As gold in the furnace, he proved them,
 and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.
 In the time of their visitation they shall shine,
 and shall dart about as sparks through stubble;
 They shall judge nations and rule over peoples,
 and the LORD shall be their King forever.
 Those who trust in him shall understand truth,
 and the faithful shall abide with him in love:
 Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,
 and his care is with his elect.

Or
 1 John 3:14-18

Beloved:
 We know that we have passed from death to life
 because we love our brothers.
 Whoever does not love remains in death.
 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer,
 and you know that no murderer has eternal life remaining in him.
 The way we came to know love
 was that he laid down his life for us;
 so we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.
 If someone who has worldly means
 sees a brother in need and refuses him compassion,
 how can the love of God remain in him?
 Children, let us love not in word or speech
 but in deed and truth.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 116:10-11, 12-13, 16ac-17

R. (15) Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones.

I believed, even when I said,
 "I am greatly afflicted";
 I said in my alarm,
 "No man is dependable."

R. Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones.

How shall I make a return to the LORD
 for all the good he has done for me?
 The cup of salvation I will take up,
 and I will call upon the name of the LORD.

R. Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones.

O LORD, I am your servant;
 you have loosed my bonds.
 To you will I offer sacrifice of thanksgiving,
 and I will call upon the name of the LORD.

R. Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones.

Alleluia

John 12:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If you hate your life in this world,
 you will preserve it to life eternal.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:12-16

Jesus said to his disciples:
 ""This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.
 No one has greater love than this,
 to lay down one's life for one's friends.
 You are my friends if you do what I command you.
 I no longer call you slaves,
 because a slave does not know what his master is doing.
 I have called you friends,
 because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father.
 It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you
 and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain,
 so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you.""

Reflection
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Thursday (August 14):  Lord, How Often Shall I Forgive My Brother?Meditation: Does mercy overlook justice? Justice demands that everyone be given their due. So when is it right to show mercy and pardon to those who have acted unjustly or wrongly? The prophet Amos speaks of God forgiving transgression three times, but warns that God may not revoke punishment for the fourth (see Amos 1:3-13; 2:1-6). When Peter posed the question of forgiveness, he characteristically offered an answer he thought Jesus would be pleased with. Why not forgive seven times! How unthinkable for Jesus to counter with the proposition that one must forgive seventy times that.

No limit to granting forgiveness and pardon
Jesus makes it clear that there is no limit to giving and receiving forgiveness. He drove the lesson home with a parable about two very different kinds of debts. The first man owed an enormous sum of money - millions in our currency. In Jesus' time this amount was greater than the total revenue of a province - more than it would cost to ransom a king! The man who was forgiven such an incredible debt could not, however, bring himself to forgive his neighbor a very small debt which was about one-hundred-thousandth of his own debt. The contrast could not have been greater!

Jesus paid our ransom to set us free from the debt of sin
No offense our neighbor can do to us can compare with our own personal debt to God for offending him! We have been forgiven an enormous debt we could not repay on our own. That is why the Father in heaven sent his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who freely and willing gave up his life for our sake to ransom us from slavery to sin, Satan, and death. Paul the Apostle states, "you were bought with a price" (1 Corinthians 7:23 ) and that price was Jesus' death on the cross. Through the shedding of his blood on the cross, Jesus not only brought forgiveness and pardon for our offenses, but release from our captivity to Satan and bondage to sin.

Set free from futile thinking and sinful living
The Lord Jesus sets us free from a futile mind and way of living in sin and spiritual darkness. "You were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers ...with the precious blood of Christ" (1 Peter 1:18). Christ "gave himself to redeem us from all iniquity" (Titus 2:14). Iniquity describes the futile ways of wrong thinking, sinful attitudes and wrong behavior, and disregarding or treating God's commandments lightly. We have been forgiven an enormous debt which we could never possibly repay. We owe God a debt of gratitude for the mercy and grace he has given us in his Son, Jesus Christ.

Forgiving others is a sacred duty
If God has shown mercy to us in granting us pardon for our sins, then we, in turn, must show mercy and forgiveness towards every person who has offended us. The willingness to forgive those who offend us is a sacred duty. If we expect God to pardon us and show us his mercy when we sin and disobey his commandments, then we must be willing to let go of any resentment, grievance, or ill-will we feel towards our neighbor. Jesus teaches us to pray daily for the grace and strength to forgive others in the same measure in which God has forgiven us (Matthew 6:12,14-15). If we do not show mercy and forgiveness to our fellow human beings, how can we expect God to forgive us in turn? The Apostle James says that " judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy" (James 2:13).

Mercy seasons justice and perfects it
Mercy is the flip-side of God's justice. Without mercy justice is cold, calculating, and even cruel. Mercy seasons justice as salt seasons meat and gives it flavor. Mercy follows justice and perfects it. Justice demands that the wrong be addressed. To show mercy without addressing the wrong and to pardon the unrepentant is not true mercy but license. C.S. Lewis, a 20th century Christian author wrote: "Mercy will flower only when it grows in the crannies of the rock of Justice: transplanted to the marshlands of mere Humanitarianism, it becomes a man-eating weed, all the more dangerous because it is still called by the same name as the mountain variety." If we want mercy shown to us we must be ready to forgive others from the heart as God has forgiven us. Do you hold any grudge or resentment towards anyone? Ask the Lord to purify your heart that you may show mercy and loving-kindness to all - and especially to those who cause you grief and ill-will.


Prayer: Lord Jesus, you have been kind and forgiving towards me. May I be merciful as you are merciful. Free me from all bitterness and resentment that I may truly forgive from the heart those who have caused me injury or grief.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 15, 2025

Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
 Vigil

Mass During The Day

Reading 1

1 Chronicles 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2

David assembled all Israel in Jerusalem to bring the ark of the Lord
 to the place which he had prepared for it.
 David also called together the sons of Aaron and the Levites.

The Levites bore the ark of God on their shoulders with poles,
 as Moses had ordained according to the word of the Lord.

David commanded the chiefs of the Levites
 to appoint their kinsmen as chanters,
 to play on musical instruments, harps, lyres, and cymbals,
 to make a loud sound of rejoicing.

They brought in the ark of God and set it within the tent
 which David had pitched for it.
 Then they offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings to God.
 When David had finished offering up the burnt offerings and peace offerings,
 he blessed the people in the name of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14

R. (8) Lord, go up to the place of your rest, you and the ark of your holiness.

Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah;
 we found it in the fields of Jaar.
 Let us enter his dwelling,
 let us worship at his footstool.

R. Lord, go up to the place of your rest, you and the ark of your holiness.

May your priests be clothed with justice;
 let your faithful ones shout merrily for joy.
 For the sake of David your servant,
 reject not the plea of your anointed.

R. Lord, go up to the place of your rest, you and the ark of your holiness.

For the LORD has chosen Zion;
 he prefers her for his dwelling.
 “Zion is my resting place forever;
 in her will I dwell, for I prefer her.”

R. Lord, go up to the place of your rest, you and the ark of your holiness.

Reading II

1 Corinthians 15:54b-57

Brothers and sisters:
 When that which is mortal clothes itself with immortality,
 then the word that is written shall come about:

 Death is swallowed up in victory.
 Where, O death, is your victory?
 Where, O death, is your sting?

The sting of death is sin,
 and the power of sin is the law.
 But thanks be to God who gives us the victory
 through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Alleluia

Luke 11:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are they who hear the word of God
 and observe it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 11:27-28

While Jesus was speaking,
 a woman from the crowd called out and said to him,
 “Blessed is the womb that carried you
 and the breasts at which you nursed.”
 He replied,
 “Rather, blessed are those
 who hear the word of God and observe it.”

Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
 Mass during the Day

Reading 1

Revelation 11:19A; 12:1-6A, 10AB

God’s temple in heaven was opened,
 and the ark of his covenant could be seen in the temple.

A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun,
 with the moon under her feet,
 and on her head a crown of twelve stars.
 She was with child and wailed aloud in pain as she labored to give birth.
 Then another sign appeared in the sky;
 it was a huge red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns,
 and on its heads were seven diadems.
 Its tail swept away a third of the stars in the sky
 and hurled them down to the earth.
 Then the dragon stood before the woman about to give birth,
 to devour her child when she gave birth.
 She gave birth to a son, a male child,
 destined to rule all the nations with an iron rod.
 Her child was caught up to God and his throne.
 The woman herself fled into the desert
 where she had a place prepared by God.

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:
 “Now have salvation and power come,
 and the Kingdom of our God
 and the authority of his Anointed One.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 45:10, 11, 12, 16

R. (10bc) The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold.

The queen takes her place at your right hand in gold of Ophir.

R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold.

Hear, O daughter, and see; turn your ear,
 forget your people and your father’s house.

R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold.

So shall the king desire your beauty;
 for he is your lord.

R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold.

They are borne in with gladness and joy;
 they enter the palace of the king.

R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold.

Reading II

1 Corinthians 15:20-27

Brothers and sisters:
 Christ has been raised from the dead,
 the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
 For since death came through man,
 the resurrection of the dead came also through man.
 For just as in Adam all die,
 so too in Christ shall all be brought to life,
 but each one in proper order:
 Christ the firstfruits;
 then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ;
 then comes the end,
 when he hands over the Kingdom to his God and Father,
 when he has destroyed every sovereignty
 and every authority and power.
 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
 The last enemy to be destroyed is death,
 for “he subjected everything under his feet.”

Alleluia


 R. Alleluia, alleluia.
 Mary is taken up to heaven;
 a chorus of angels exults.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 1:39-56

Mary set out
 and traveled to the hill country in haste
 to a town of Judah,
 where she entered the house of Zechariah
 and greeted Elizabeth.
 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,
 the infant leaped in her womb,
 and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit,
 cried out in a loud voice and said,
 “Blessed are you among women,
 and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
 And how does this happen to me,
 that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
 For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears,
 the infant in my womb leaped for joy.
 Blessed are you who believed
 that what was spoken to you by the Lord
 would be fulfilled.”

And Mary said:
 “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
 From this day all generations will call me blessed:
 the Almighty has done great things for me
 and holy is his Name.
 He has mercy on those who fear him
 in every generation.
 He has shown the strength of his arm,
 and has scattered the proud in their conceit.
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
 and has lifted up the lowly.
 He has filled the hungry with good things,
 and the rich he has sent away empty.
 He has come to the help of his servant Israel
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
 the promise he made to our fathers,
 to Abraham and his children forever.”

Mary remained with her about three months
 and then returned to her home.

Reflection
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Friday (August 15):  What God Has Joined TogetherMeditation: 
What is God's intention for our state in life, whether married or single?
Jesus deals with the issue of divorce by taking his hearers back to the beginning of creation and to God's plan for the human race. In Genesis 2:23-24 we see God's intention and ideal that two people who marry should become so indissolubly one that they are one flesh. That ideal is found in the unbreakable union of Adam and Eve. They were created for each other and for no one else. They are the pattern and symbol for all who were to come. Jesus explains that Moses permitted divorce as a concession in view of a lost ideal. Jesus sets the high ideal of the married state before those who are willing to accept his commands.

Whether married or single - be consecrated for the Lord
Jesus, likewise sets the high ideal for those who freely renounce marriage for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Both marriage and the single life are calls from God to live a consecrated life, that is to live as married couples or as singles who belong not to themselves but to God. Our lives are not our own, but they belong to God. He gives strength, joy, and blessing to those who seek to follow his way of holiness in their state of life. Do you seek the Lord Jesus and his grace for your state of life?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, your call to holiness extends to all in every state of life. Sanctify our lives - as married couples and as singles - that we may live as men and women who are consecrated to you. Make us leaven in a society that disdains life-long marriage fidelity, chastity, and living single for the Lord.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 16, 2025

Saturday of the Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Joshua 24:14-29

Joshua gathered together all the tribes of Israel at Shechem,
 and addressed them, saying:
 "Fear the LORD and serve him completely and sincerely.
 Cast out the gods your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt,
 and serve the LORD.
 If it does not please you to serve the LORD,
 decide today whom you will serve,
 the gods your fathers served beyond the River
 or the gods of the Amorites in whose country you are dwelling.
 As for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."

But the people answered, "Far be it from us to forsake the LORD
 for the service of other gods.
 For it was the LORD, our God,
 who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt,
 out of a state of slavery.
 He performed those great miracles before our very eyes
 and protected us along our entire journey and among all the peoples
 through whom we passed.
 At our approach the LORD drove out all the peoples,
 including the Amorites who dwelt in the land.
 Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God."

Joshua in turn said to the people,
 "You may not be able to serve the LORD, for he is a holy God;
 he is a jealous God who will not forgive
 your transgressions or your sins.
 If, after the good he has done for you,
 you forsake the LORD and serve strange gods,
 he will do evil to you and destroy you."

But the people answered Joshua, "We will still serve the LORD."
 Joshua therefore said to the people,
 "You are your own witnesses that you have chosen to serve the LORD."
 They replied, "We are, indeed!"
 Joshua continued:
 "Now, therefore, put away the strange gods that are among you
 and turn your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel."
 Then the people promised Joshua,
 "We will serve the LORD, our God, and obey his voice."

So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day
 and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem,
 which he recorded in the book of the law of God.
 Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak
 that was in the sanctuary of the LORD.
 And Joshua said to all the people, "This stone shall be our witness,
 for it has heard all the words which the LORD spoke to us.
 It shall be a witness against you, should you wish to deny your God."
 Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to his own heritage.

After these events, Joshua, son of Nun, servant of the LORD,
 died at the age of a hundred and ten.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 11

R. (see 5a) You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge;
 I say to the LORD, "My Lord are you."
 O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
 you it is who hold fast my lot.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

I bless the LORD who counsels me;
 even in the night my heart exhorts me.
 I set the LORD ever before me;
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

You will show me the path to life,
 fullness of joys in your presence,
 the delights at your right hand forever.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 19:13-15

Children were brought to Jesus
 that he might lay his hands on them and pray.
 The disciples rebuked them, but Jesus said,
 "Let the children come to me, and do not prevent them;
 for the Kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."
 After he placed his hands on them, he went away.

Optional Memorial of Saint Stephen of Hungary

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women, #737-742.



Reading 1

Deuteronomy 6:3-9

Moses said to the people:
 "Hear, Israel, and be careful to observe these commandments,
 that you may grow and prosper the more,
 in keeping with the promise of the LORD, the God of your fathers,
 to give you a land flowing with milk and honey.

"Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone!
 Therefore, you shall love the LORD, your God,
 with all your heart,
 and with all your soul,
 and with all your strength.
 Take to heart these words which I enjoin on you today.
 Drill them into your children.
 Speak of them at home and abroad, whether you are busy or at rest.
 Bind them at your wrist as a sign
 and let them be as a pendant on your forehead.
 Write them on the doorposts of your houses and on your gates."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 112:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9

R. (1) Blessed the man who fears the Lord.

Blessed the man who fears the LORD,
 who greatly delights in his commands.
 His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth;
 the upright generation shall be blessed.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.

Wealth and riches shall be in his house;
 his generosity shall endure forever.
 Light shines through the darkness for the upright;
 he is gracious and merciful and just.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.

Well for the man who is gracious and lends,
 who conducts his affairs with justice;
 He shall never be moved;
 the just one shall be in everlasting remembrance.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.

An evil report he shall not fear;
 his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD.
 His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear
 till he looks down upon his foes.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.

Lavishly he gives to the poor,
 his generosity shall endure forever;
 his horn shall be exalted in glory.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.

Alleluia

John 14:23

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Whoever loves me will keep my word,
 and my Father will love him,
 and we will come to him.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 25:14-30

Jesus told his disciples this parable:
 ""A man who was going on a journey
 called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them.
 To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one--
 to each according to his ability.
 Then he went away.
 Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them,
 and made another five.
 Likewise, the one who received two made another two.
 But the one who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground
 and buried his master's money.
 After a long time
 the master of those servants came back
 and settled accounts with them.
 The one who had received five talents
 came forward bringing the additional five.
 He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents.
 See, I have made five more.'
 His master said to him,
 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.
 Since you were faithful in small matters,
 I will give you great responsibilities.
 Come, share your master's joy.'
 Then the one who had received two talents also came forward and said,
 'Master, you gave me two talents.
 See, I have made two more.'
 His master said to him,
 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.
 Since you were faithful in small matters,
 I will give you great responsibilities.
 Come, share your master's joy.'
 Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said,
 'Master, I knew you were a demanding person,
 harvesting where you did not plant
 and gathering where you did not scatter;
 so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground.
 Here it is back.'
 His master said to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant!
 So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant
 and gather where I did not scatter?
 Should you not then have put my money in the bank
 so that I could have got it back with interest on my return?
 Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten.
 For to everyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich;
 but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.
 And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside,
 where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth!'"" 

Or
 Matthew 25:14-23

Jesus told his disciples this parable:
 ""A man who was going on a journey called in his servants
 and entrusted his possessions to them.
 To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one--
 to each according to his ability.
 Then he went away.
 Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them,
 and made another five.
 Likewise, the one who received two made another two.
 But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground
 and buried his master's money.
 After a long time
 the master of those servants came back
 and settled accounts with them.
 The one who had received five talents came forward
 bringing the additional five.
 He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents.
 See, I have made five more.'
 His master said to him,
 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.
 Since you were faithful in small matters,
 I will give you great responsibilities.
 Come, share your master's joy.'
 Then the one who had received two talents also came forward and said,
 'Master, you gave me two talents.
 See, I have made two more.'
 His master said to him,
 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.
 Since you were faithful in small matters,
 I will give you great responsibilities.
 Come, share your master's joy!'""


Reflection
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Saturday (August 16):  Let the Children Come to MeMeditation: 
Do you seek to help others draw near to the Lord?
The parents who brought their children to Jesus wanted Jesus to lay his hands upon them. They knew of the healing power, both physical and spiritual, which came from Jesus' touch. Jesus, in turn, rebuked his disciples for hindering the children from coming. The disciples may have wanted to shield Jesus from the nuisance of noisy children. But Jesus delighted in the children and demonstrated that God's love has ample room for everyone, including children.

Pray for the young to grow strong in faith
No one is unimportant to God. He comes to each person individually and uniquely that he might touch them with his healing love and power. Do you show kindness to the youth you encounter in your neighborhood, home, and church? And do you pray for them that they may grow in the knowledge and wisdom of Jesus Christ?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may we never hinder our youth from coming to you to receive your blessing, instruction, and healing power. Make our youth strong in faith and in character that they may follow you zealously. And as we grow with age, may we never lose that child-like simplicity and humility which draws us into your loving presence.
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August 17, 2025

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10

In those days, the princes said to the king:
 "Jeremiah ought to be put to death;
 he is demoralizing the soldiers who are left in this city,
 and all the people, by speaking such things to them;
 he is not interested in the welfare of our people,
 but in their ruin."
 King Zedekiah answered: "He is in your power";
 for the king could do nothing with them.
 And so they took Jeremiah
 and threw him into the cistern of Prince Malchiah,
 which was in the quarters of the guard,
 letting him down with ropes.
 There was no water in the cistern, only mud,
 and Jeremiah sank into the mud.

Ebed-melech, a court official,
 went there from the palace and said to him:
 "My lord king,
 these men have been at fault
 in all they have done to the prophet Jeremiah,
 casting him into the cistern.
 He will die of famine on the spot,
 for there is no more food in the city."
 Then the king ordered Ebed-melech the Cushite
 to take three men along with him,
 and draw the prophet Jeremiah out of the cistern before
 he should die.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 40:2, 3, 4, 18

R. (14b) Lord, come to my aid!

I have waited, waited for the LORD,
 and he stooped toward me.

R. Lord, come to my aid!

The LORD heard my cry.
 He drew me out of the pit of destruction,
 out of the mud of the swamp;
 he set my feet upon a crag;
 he made firm my steps.

R. Lord, come to my aid!

And he put a new song into my mouth,
 a hymn to our God.
 Many shall look on in awe
 and trust in the LORD.

R. Lord, come to my aid!

Though I am afflicted and poor,
 yet the LORD thinks of me.
 You are my help and my deliverer;
 O my God, hold not back!

R. Lord, come to my aid!

Reading 2

Hebrews 12:1-4

Brothers and sisters:
 Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
 let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that clings to us
 and persevere in running the race that lies before us
 while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus,
 the leader and perfecter of faith.
 For the sake of the joy that lay before him
 he endured the cross, despising its shame,
 and has taken his seat at the right of the throne of God.
 Consider how he endured such opposition from sinners,
 in order that you may not grow weary and lose heart.
 In your struggle against sin
 you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood.

Alleluia

John 10:27

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;
 I know them, and they follow me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 12:49-53

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "I have come to set the earth on fire,
 and how I wish it were already blazing!
 There is a baptism with which I must be baptized,
 and how great is my anguish until it is accomplished!
 Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth?
 No, I tell you, but rather division.
 From now on a household of five will be divided,
 three against two and two against three;
 a father will be divided against his son
 and a son against his father,
 a mother against her daughter
 and a daughter against her mother,
 a mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law."


Reflection
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20th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle C 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10 

 
 For nearly three-fourths of a century after the death of Isaiah no great prophet arose in Judah. It seemed as though the work of the religious leaders in the 8th century B.C. had been in vain. During the long and wicked reign of Manasseh (693-639 B.C.) idolatrous worship was established more firmly than ever, and the morals of the people sank to the lowest ebb. The prophets of Yahweh who dared to raise their voices in protest and warning were either silenced or brutally murdered. It was only after a change for the better had been inaugurated under the successors of Manasseh, that men of God again came to the forefront, and a second golden age of Hebrew prophecy began. It is the age of Jeremiah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Ezekiel, and Daniel. The greatest of these, and at the same time the most Christlike of all the prophets, was Jeremiah. As we join our first reading today it is 588 B.C., the armies of Nebuchadnezzar have laid siege to the city of Jerusalem. Jeremiah has counseled surrender, but at the instigation of the princes was thrown into prison. Set free, he attempted to retire to his native Anatoth (a Levitical town of Benjamin north of Jerusalem) only to be apprehended as a deserter. 4    This man ought to be put to death, the princes said to the king; he demoralizes the soldiers who are left in this city, The full expression is he weakens the hands of the soldiers. and all the people, by speaking such things to them; he is not interested in the welfare of our people, but in their ruin. 5 King Zedekiah answered: After hearing the complaint of the princes, the king states his own criticism: The true power is not in his hands but those of the princes. He is in your power; for the king could do nothing with them. 6 And so they took Jeremiah and threw him into the cistern of Prince Malchiah, which was in the quarters of the guard, letting him down with ropes. There was no water in the cistern, only mud, and Jeremiah sank into the mud. Their final intention was to bring about Jeremiahs death without bloodshed [sort of like when Joseph was put into the cistern (Genesis 37:17-22)]. 8    [ ] Ebed-melech A Cushite (Ethiopian) eunuch in the court of Zedekiah. The Greek aithiopia (burnt face-dom) is derived from the same Egyptian phrase from which aigyptos (Egypt) is derived. The ancient Ethiopia was not the same region as the modern kingdom of Ethiopia; the name designated the ancient Nubia, the modern Sudan: the valley of the Nile from the 2nd cataract to the 6th cataract. went there from the palace and said to him, 9 My lord king, these men have been at fault in all they have done to the prophet Jeremiah, casting him into the cistern. He will die of famine on the spot, for there is no more food in the city. 10 Then the king ordered Ebed-melech the Cushite to take three men along with him, and draw the prophet Jeremiah out of the cistern before he should die. 

 

2nd Reading - Hebrews 12:1-4 

 
 Last week we began our study of the book of Hebrews from where we had left off in Cycle B. Last week we heard of the faith of Abraham as an example of the theological faith that we all should possess – a faith of hope and trust. We now hear how we are to live out our faith. 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, Like the glory cloud of Gods presence. let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race that lies before us 2 while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the leader The context is the running of a race in which those who run must free themselves from anything which would impede their progress and keep their eyes on the final destination, Jesus. and perfecter of faith. The one who consecrates us For the sake of the joy that lay before him he endured the cross, despising its shame, and has taken his seat at the right of the throne of God. Jesus is the model for endurance and hardship. 3    Consider how he endured such opposition from sinners, in order that you may not grow weary and lose heart. It is difficult to know the nature of the hardships and the persecution the addressees suffered after being baptized and becoming Christians, but it appears that none of the community has undergone martyrdom. We are called to be like Christ and He did this. Christ bore our corruption only in His flesh, in which truly He bore also our death. In His soul, however, He preserved a perfect incorruptibility, as He had no sin by inheritance nor did He contract any through contagion. Whence also Christ bore without any corruption the weaknesses of our souls, which He bore in His rational soul. For no deficiency of power could be present where the perfection of love held strong in the unflagging acceptance of weakness, a perfection of love which brought the Only-begotten God to march straight to death for us, and, despising shame, to bear the disgrace of the cross. On that account did Christ have the sorrow and grief of our souls; and if He had the weaknesses of our souls, He had them truly, but voluntarily. Truly, of course, so that He might manifestly display in Himself the feeling of a rational soul; and voluntarily, so that He could demonstrate that the assistance of His strength was ready to help our weaknesses. [Saint Fulgence of Ruspe (A.D. 512-527), Letter to Count Reginus 18,9] 4    In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood. 

 

Gospel - Luke 12:49-53 

 
 Continuing our discussion of last week where Jesus told the disciples of internal problems caused by selfish Church officials, Jesus now goes on to tell them that He has not come to give peace, but discord. [Jesus said to His disciples:] 49 I have come to set the earth on fire, Fire is usually a figure of judgment (see Luke 3:16-17); here it seems to be the fire that will separate and purify those who are meant for the kingdom (purgatorial fire?). It will work through Jesus word and His Spirit. The Gospel of Thomas (an apocryphal Gnostic gospel), saying 10: Jesus said, I have thrown fire on the world and, behold, I am guarding it until it is ablaze. and how I wish it were already blazing! 50 There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and how great is my anguish until it is accomplished! Jesus refers to His coming passion, into which He will be plunged. The image is derived from Psalm 124:4-5 and indicates the depths of sorrow and suffering that await Him in His human condition. In the case of infants or adults, martyrdom can take the place of actual baptism in water. We have, indeed, a second font, one with the former: namely, that of blood, of which the Lord says: There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, when He had already been baptized. For he had come through water and blood (1 John 5:6), as John wrote, so that He might be baptized with water and glorified with blood. He sent out these two baptisms from the wound in His pierced side, that we might in like manner be called by water and chosen by blood, and so that they who believed in His blood might be washed in the water. If they might be washed in water, they must necessarily be so by blood (see Matthew 22:14). This is the baptism which replaces that of the fountain, when it has not been received, and restores it when it has been lost. [Tertullian (A.D. 200-206), Baptism 16,1] 51    Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. This doesnt contradict Luke 1:79 or 7:50. Jesus will not tolerate peace at any cost. He will not bring the sobriety of the status quo, but the sword that will divide the eager from the contented. By resisting, through sin, the redeeming work of Christ, we become His opponents. 52    From now on a household of five will be divided, three against two and two against three; 53 a father will be divided against his son and a son against his father, a mother against her daughter and a daughter against her mother, a mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 


St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, Picayune, MS http://www.scborromeo.org  


Sunday (August 17):  I Came to Cast Fire upon the EarthMeditation: Do you want to be on fire for God? Jesus shocked his disciples when he declared that he would cast fire and cause division rather than peace upon the earth. What kind of fire did Jesus have in mind here?

The fire of God's purifying love and cleansing word
The image of fire in biblical times was often associated with God and with his action in the world and in the lives of his people. God sometimes manifested his presence by use of fire, such as God's revelation to Moses through the burning bush in the wilderness which was not consumed by the flames (Exodus 3:2). God assured the Hebrew people of his continual presence, guidance, and protection for them through the wilderness for forty years with the pillar of fire by night and a pillar of cloud by day (Exodus 13:21-22). The prophet Elijah called down fire from heaven to reveal God's presence and power and to purify the people of false idols (1 Kings 18:36-39). The image of fire was also used as a sign of God's glory (Ezekiel 1:4, 13) and holiness (Deuteronomy 4:24), his protective presence (2 Kings 6:17), and his righteous judgment (Zechariah 13:9) and holy wrath against sin (Isaiah 66:15-16).

Fire is also a sign and symbol of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. John the Baptist said that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Matthew 3:11-12 and Luke 3:16-17). When the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples at Pentecost "tongues of fire" appeared above their heads (Acts 2:3). We can see from both the Old and New Testament Scriptures that God's fire purifies and cleanses to make us clean (sins washed away) and holy (fit to offer him acceptable praise and worship), and it inspires a reverent fear (awe in God's presence) and respect (obeying and giving God his due) for God and for his holy word.

Loyalty unites - division separates
Why did Jesus link fire from heaven with costly division on the earth? Did he expect his followers to take his statement of "father against son and son against father" and "mother against daughter and daughter against mother" literally? Or was he intentionally using a figure of speech to emphasize the choice and cost of following him above all else? Jesus used a typical Hebrew hyperbole (a figure of speech which uses strong language and exaggeration for emphasis) to drive home an important lesson. We often do the same when we want to emphasize something very strongly. Jesus' hyperbole, however, did contain a real warning that the Gospel message does have serious consequences for our lives.

When Jesus spoke about division within families he likely had in mind the prophecy of Micah: a man's enemies are the men of his own household (Micah 7:6). The essence of Christianity is loyalty to Jesus Christ - the Son of God and Savior of the world - a loyalty that takes precedence over every other relationship. The love of God compels us to choose who will be first in our lives. To place any relationship (or anything else) above God is a form of idolatry.

Who do you love first and foremost?
Jesus challenges his disciples to examine who they love first and foremost. A true disciple loves God above all else and is willing to forsake all for Jesus Christ. Jesus insists that his disciples give him the loyalty which is only due to God, a loyalty which is higher than spouse or kin. It is possible that family and friends can become our enemies if the thought of them keeps us from doing what we know God wants us to do. Does the love of Jesus Christ compel you to put God first in all you do (2 Corinthians 5:14)?

The Gospel message is good news for those who seek pardon, peace, and the abundant life which God offers us through his Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus offers true freedom to those who believe in him - freedom from slavery to sin, Satan, and the oppressive forces of hatred and evil that can destroy body, mind, and spirit. Do you listen to the voice of your Savior and trust in his word? Commit your ways to him, obey his word, and you will find true peace, joy, and happiness in the Lord your God.


Prayer: Lord Jesus, may the fire of your love consume me and transform my life that I may truly desire nothing more than life with you. Fill me with the power of your Holy Spirit that I may always seek to please you and do your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 18, 2025

Monday of the Twentieth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Judges 2:11-19

The children of Israel offended the LORD by serving the Baals.
 Abandoning the LORD, the God of their fathers,
 who led them out of the land of Egypt,
 they followed the other gods of the various nations around them,
 and by their worship of these gods provoked the LORD.

Because they had thus abandoned him and served Baal and the Ashtaroth,
 the anger of the LORD flared up against Israel,
 and he delivered them over to plunderers who despoiled them.
 He allowed them to fall into the power of their enemies round about
 whom they were no longer able to withstand.
 Whatever they undertook, the LORD turned into disaster for them,
 as in his warning he had sworn he would do,
 till they were in great distress.
 Even when the LORD raised up judges to deliver them
 from the power of their despoilers,
 they did not listen to their judges,
 but abandoned themselves to the worship of other gods.
 They were quick to stray from the way their fathers had taken,
 and did not follow their example of obedience
 to the commandments of the LORD. 
 Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, he would be with the judge
 and save them from the power of their enemies
 as long as the judge lived;
 it was thus the LORD took pity on their distressful cries
 of affliction under their oppressors.
 But when the judge died,
 they would relapse and do worse than their ancestors,
 following other gods in service and worship,
 relinquishing none of their evil practices or stubborn conduct.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 43ab and 44

R. (4a) Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people.

They did not exterminate the peoples,
 as the LORD had commanded them,
 But mingled with the nations
 and learned their works.

R. Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people.

They served their idols,
 which became a snare for them.
 They sacrificed their sons 
 and their daughters to demons.

R. Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people.

They became defiled by their works,
 and wanton in their crimes.
 And the LORD grew angry with his people,
 and abhorred his inheritance.

R. Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people.

Many times did he rescue them,
 but they embittered him with their counsels.
 Yet he had regard for their affliction
 when he heard their cry.

R. Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:3

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are the poor in spirit;
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 19:16-22

A young man approached Jesus and said,
 “Teacher, what good must I do to gain eternal life?”
 He answered him, “Why do you ask me about the good?
 There is only One who is good.
 If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.”
 He asked him, “Which ones?”
 And Jesus replied, “You shall not kill;
 you shall not commit adultery;
 you shall not steal;
 you shall not bear false witness;
 honor your father and your mother;
 and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
 The young man said to him,
 “All of these I have observed. What do I still lack?”
 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go,
 sell what you have and give to the poor,
 and you will have treasure in heaven.
 Then come, follow me.”
 When the young man heard this statement, he went away sad,
 for he had many possessions.

Reflection
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Monday (August 18):  Give - and You Will Have Treasure in HeavenMeditation: 
Where can you find true peace, security, and happiness?
A young man who had the best the world could offer - wealth, position, and security - came to Jesus because he lacked one thing. He wanted the kind of lasting peace and happiness which money and possessions could not buy him. The answer he got, however, was not what he was looking for. He protested that he kept all the commandments - but Jesus spoke to the trouble in his heart. One thing kept him from giving himself wholeheartedly to God. While he lacked nothing in material goods, he was nonetheless possessive of what he had. He placed his hope and security in what he possessed. So when Jesus challenged him to make God his one true possession and treasure, he became dismayed.

What do you treasure the most?
Why did he go away from Jesus with sadness rather than with joy? His treasure and his hope for happiness were misplaced. Treasure has a special connection to the heart, the place of desire and longing, the place of will and focus. The thing we most set our heart on is our highest treasure. The Lord himself is the greatest treasure we can possibly have. Giving up everything else to have the Lord as our treasure is not sorrowful, but the greatest joy. See Jesus' parable about the treasure hidden in a field ( Matthew 13:44 ). Selling all that we have could mean many different things - our friends, our job, our style of life, what we do with our free time.

Possessiveness and fear robs us of joy and abundant life
Jesus challenged the young man because his heart was possessive. He was afraid to give to others for fear that he would lose what he had gained. Those who are generous towards God and others find that they cannot outmatch God in generosity. God blesses us with innumerable spiritual goods - such as long-lasting peace, unspeakable joy, enduring love, abiding relationships and friendship that do not fade or fail - that far outweigh the fleeting joys of material possessions which fail to satisfy us beyond the present moment. God alone can satisfy the deepest longing and desires of our heart. Are you willing to part with anything that might keep you from seeking true and everlasting joy with Jesus?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you alone can satisfy the deepest longing in my heart. No other treasure can compare with you. Keep me free from all discontentment, possessiveness, greed and selfishness, that I may have joy in knowing that you alone are my true Treasure and my Portion.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 19, 2025

Tuesday of the Twentieth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

Judges 6:11-24a

The angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth in Ophrah
 that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite.
 While his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press
 to save it from the Midianites,
 the angel of the LORD appeared to him and said,
 “The LORD is with you, O champion!”
 Gideon said to him, “My Lord, if the LORD is with us,
 why has all this happened to us?
 Where are his wondrous deeds of which our fathers
 told us when they said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’
 For now the LORD has abandoned us
 and has delivered us into the power of Midian.”
 The LORD turned to him and said, “Go with the strength you have
 and save Israel from the power of Midian.
 It is I who send you.”
 But Gideon answered him, “Please, my lord, how can I save Israel?
 My family is the lowliest in Manasseh,
 and I am the most insignificant in my father’s house.”
 “I shall be with you,” the LORD said to him,
 “and you will cut down Midian to the last man.”
 Gideon answered him, “If I find favor with you,
 give me a sign that you are speaking with me.
 Do not depart from here, I pray you, until I come back to you
 and bring out my offering and set it before you.”
 He answered, “I will await your return.”

So Gideon went off and prepared a kid and a measure of flour
 in the form of unleavened cakes.
 Putting the meat in a basket and the broth in a pot,
 he brought them out to him under the terebinth
 and presented them.
 The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and unleavened cakes
 and lay them on this rock; then pour out the broth.”
 When he had done so,
 the angel of the LORD stretched out the tip of the staff he held,
 and touched the meat and unleavened cakes.
 Thereupon a fire came up from the rock
 that consumed the meat and unleavened cakes,
 and the angel of the LORD disappeared from sight.
 Gideon, now aware that it had been the angel of the LORD,
 said, “Alas, Lord GOD,
 that I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face!”
 The LORD answered him,
 “Be calm, do not fear. You shall not die.”
 So Gideon built there an altar to the LORD
 and called it Yahweh-shalom.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 85:9, 11-12, 13-14

R. (see 9b) The Lord speaks of peace to his people.

I will hear what God proclaims;
 the LORD–for he proclaims peace
 To his people, and to his faithful ones,
 and to those who put in him their hope.

R. The Lord speaks of peace to his people.

Kindness and truth shall meet;
 justice and peace shall kiss.
 Truth shall spring out of the earth,
 and justice shall look down from heaven.

R. The Lord speaks of peace to his people.

The LORD himself will give his benefits;
 our land shall yield its increase.
 Justice shall walk before him,
 and salvation, along the way of his steps.

R. The Lord speaks of peace to his people.

Alleluia

2 Corinthians 8:9

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Jesus Christ became poor although he was rich
 so that by his poverty you might become rich.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 19:23-30

Jesus said to his disciples:
 “Amen, I say to you, it will be hard for one who is rich
 to enter the Kingdom of heaven.
 Again I say to you,
 it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle
 than for one who is rich to enter the Kingdom of God.”
 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and said,
 “Who then can be saved?”
 Jesus looked at them and said,
 “For men this is impossible,
 but for God all things are possible.”
 Then Peter said to him in reply,
 “We have given up everything and followed you.
 What will there be for us?”
 Jesus said to them, “Amen, I say to you
 that you who have followed me, in the new age,
 when the Son of Man is seated on his throne of glory,
 will yourselves sit on twelve thrones,
 judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
 And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or sisters
 or father or mother or children or lands
 for the sake of my name will receive a hundred times more,
 and will inherit eternal life.
 But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

Optional Memorial of Saint John Eudes, priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Holy Men and Women, #737-742.



Reading 1

Ephesians 3:14-19

Brothers and sisters:
 I kneel before the Father,
 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,
 that he may grant you, in accord with the riches of his glory,
 to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner self,
 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
 that you, rooted and grounded in love,
 may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones
 what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
 so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 131:1bcde, 2, 3

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

O LORD, my heart is not proud,
 nor are my eyes haughty;
 I busy not myself with great things,
 nor with things too sublime for me.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

Nay rather, I have stilled and quieted
 my soul like a weaned child.
 Like a weaned child on its mother's lap,
 so is my soul within me.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

O Israel, hope in the LORD,
 both now and forever.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 11:25-30

At that time Jesus answered:
 "I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
 for although you have hidden these things
 from the wise and the learned
 you have revealed them to the childlike.
 Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.
 All things have been handed over to me by my Father.
 No one knows the Son except the Father,
 and no one knows the Father except the Son
 and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.

"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest.
 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
 for I am meek and humble of heart;
 and you will find rest for yourselves.
 For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."

Reflection
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Tuesday (August 19):  Who Can Enter the Kingdom of Heaven?Meditation: Was Jesus really against wealth (Matthew 19:23)? And why did he issue such a strong warning to the rich (as well as to the rest of us who desire to be rich)? We know that Jesus was not opposed to wealth per se , nor was he opposed to the wealthy. He had many friends who were well-to-do, including some notorious tax collectors! One even became an apostle! Jesus' warning reiterated the wisdom of the Old Testament: "Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity than a rich man who is perverse in his ways" (Proverbs 28:6; see also Psalm 37:16). "Do not wear yourself out to get rich; be wise enough to desist" (Proverbs 23:4).

We are all poor beggars in need of God
Jesus seems to say that it is nearly impossible for the rich to live as citizens of God's kingdom. The camel was regarded as the largest animal known by the Jews where Jesus lived and taught. The "eye of the needle" could be interpreted quite literally or it could figuratively describe the narrow and low gate of the city walls which was used by travelers when the larger public gate was locked at night. Normal sized people had to "lower" themselves to enter that gate. A camel would literally have to kneel and crawl through it. Until we humbly kneel before the Lord and acknowledge our total need and dependence on him, we will not find true peace, security, and happiness that can sustain us now and forever. Only God alone can satisfy our deepest need and longing.

Augustine of Hippo reminds us that we are all poor beggars of God.
"Even though you possess plenty, you are still poor. You abound in temporal possessions, but you need things eternal. You listen to the needs of a human beggar, yet you yourself are a beggar of God. What you do with those who beg from you is what God will do with his beggar. You are filled and you are empty. Fill your empty neighbor from your fullness, so that your emptiness may be filled with God's fullness." (Sermon 56,9)


Possessions can create false security and independence
Why is Jesus so cautious about wealth? Wealth can make us falsely independent. The church at Laodicea was warned about their attitude towards wealth and a false sense of security: "For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing" (Revelations 3:17). Wealth can also lead us into hurtful desires and selfishness (see 1 Timothy 6:9-10). Look at the lesson Jesus gave about the rich man and his sons who refused to aid the poor man Lazarus (see Luke 16:19ff). They neglected to serve God. Only those who put their trust in God and who depend on him, and who share what they have with those in need, will find true peace, security, and happiness which lead to everlasting life and joy in God's kingdom.

Where is your treasure?
The Scriptures give us a paradox - we lose what we keep and we gain what we give away. Generosity will be amply repaid, both in this life and in the age to come (Proverbs 3:9-10, Luke 6:38). Jesus offers us an incomparable treasure which no money can buy and no thief can steal. The thing we most set our heart on is our highest treasure. Material wealth will shackle us, like a bound slave, to this earth unless we guard our heart and set our treasure in God and his kingdom of everlasting life and joy. Where is your treasure?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you have captured our hearts and opened to us the treasures of heaven. May you always be my treasure and delight and may nothing else keep me from giving you my all.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 20, 2025

Memorial of Saint Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the Church

Reading 1

Judges 9:6-15

All the citizens of Shechem and all Beth-millo came together
 and proceeded to make Abimelech king
 by the terebinth at the memorial pillar in Shechem.

When this was reported to him,
 Jotham went to the top of Mount Gerizim and, standing there,
 cried out to them in a loud voice:
 "Hear me, citizens of Shechem, that God may then hear you!
 Once the trees went to anoint a king over themselves.
 So they said to the olive tree, 'Reign over us.'
 But the olive tree answered them, 'Must I give up my rich oil,
 whereby men and gods are honored,
 and go to wave over the trees?'
 Then the trees said to the fig tree, 'Come; you reign over us!'
 But the fig tree answered them,
 'Must I give up my sweetness and my good fruit,
 and go to wave over the trees?'
 Then the trees said to the vine, 'Come you, and reign over us.'
 But the vine answered them,
 'Must I give up my wine that cheers gods and men,
 and go to wave over the trees?'
 Then all the trees said to the buckthorn, 'Come; you reign over us!'
 But the buckthorn replied to the trees,
 'If you wish to anoint me king over you in good faith,
 come and take refuge in my shadow.
 Otherwise, let fire come from the buckthorn
 and devour the cedars of Lebanon.'"

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7

R. (2a) Lord, in your strength the king is glad.

O LORD, in your strength the king is glad;
 in your victory how greatly he rejoices!
 You have granted him his heart's desire;
 you refused not the wish of his lips.

R. Lord, in your strength the king is glad.

For you welcomed him with goodly blessings,
 you placed on his head a crown of pure gold.
 He asked life of you: you gave him
 length of days forever and ever.

R. Lord, in your strength the king is glad.

Great is his glory in your victory;
 majesty and splendor you conferred upon him.
 You made him a blessing forever,
 you gladdened him with the joy of your face.

R. Lord, in your strength the king is glad.

Alleluia

Hebrews 4:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The word of God is living and effective,
 able to discern the reflections and thoughts of the heart.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus told his disciples this parable:
 "The Kingdom of heaven is like a landowner
 who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard.
 After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage,
 he sent them into his vineyard.
 Going out about nine o'clock,
 he saw others standing idle in the marketplace,
 and he said to them, 'You too go into my vineyard,
 and I will give you what is just.'
 So they went off.
 And he went out again around noon,
 and around three o'clock, and did likewise.
 Going out about five o'clock,
 he found others standing around, and said to them,
 'Why do you stand here idle all day?'
 They answered, 'Because no one has hired us.'
 He said to them, 'You too go into my vineyard.'
 When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman,
 'Summon the laborers and give them their pay,
 beginning with the last and ending with the first.'
 When those who had started about five o'clock came,
 each received the usual daily wage.
 So when the first came, they thought that they would receive more,
 but each of them also got the usual wage.
 And on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner, saying,
 'These last ones worked only one hour,
 and you have made them equal to us,
 who bore the day's burden and the heat.'
 He said to one of them in reply,
 'My friend, I am not cheating you.
 Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?
 Take what is yours and go.
 What if I wish to give this last one the same as you?
 Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money?
 Are you envious because I am generous?'
 Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last."

Memorial of Saint Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

Sirach 15:1-6

He who fears the LORD will do this;
 he who is practiced in the law will come to wisdom.
 Motherlike she will meet him,
 like a young bride she will embrace him,
 Nourish him with the bread of understanding,
 and give him the water of learning to drink.
 He will lean upon her and not fall,
 he will trust in her and not be put to shame.
 She will exalt him above his fellows;
 and in the midst of the assembly she will open his mouth
 and fill him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
 and clothe him with the robe of glory.
 Joy and gladness he will find,
 an everlasting name he will inherit.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14

R. (12) Lord, teach me your statutes.

How shall a young man be faultless in his way?
 By keeping to your words.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

With all my heart I seek you;
 let me not stray from your commands.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Within my heart I treasure your promise,
 that I may not sin against you.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Blessed are you, O LORD;
 teach me your statutes.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

With my lips I declare
 all the ordinances of your mouth.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

In the way of your decrees I rejoice,
 as much as in all riches.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Alleluia

John 15:9b, 5b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in my love, says the Lord;
 whoever lives in me and I in him will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 17:20-26

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said:
 "Holy Father,
 I pray not only for these,
 but also for those who will believe in me through their word,
 so that they may all be one,
 as you, Father, are in me and I in you,
 that they also may be in us,
 that the world may believe that you sent me.
 And I have given them the glory you gave me,
 so that they may be one, as we are one,
 I in them and you in me,
 that they may be brought to perfection as one,
 that the world may know that you sent me,
 and that you loved them even as you loved me.
 Father, they are your gift to me.
 I wish that where I am they also may be with me,
 that they may see my glory that you gave me,
 because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
 Righteous Father, the world also does not know you,
 but I know you, and they know that you sent me.
 I made known to them your name and I will make it known,
 that the love with which you loved me
 may be in them and I in them."


Reflection
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Wednesday (August 20):  Do You Begrudge My Generosity?Meditation: What can work and wages, welfare and the unemployed tell us about the kingdom of God? In the parable of the laborers in the vineyard we see the extraordinary generosity and compassion of God (Matthew 20:1-16). There is great tragedy in unemployment, the loss of work, and the inability to earn enough to live and support oneself or one's family. In Jesus' times laborers had to wait each day in the marketplace until someone hired them for a day's job. No work that day usually meant no food on the family table. The laborers who worked all day and received their payment complain that the master pays the late afternoon laborers the same wage. The master, undoubtedly, hired them in the late afternoon so they wouldn't go home payless and hungry.

God is generous and gives us work for his kingdom
God is generous in opening the doors of his kingdom to all who will enter, both those who have labored a life-time for him and those who come at the last hour. While the reward is the same, the motive for one's labor can make all the difference. Some work only for reward. They will only put in as much effort as they think they will get back. Others labor out of love and joy for the opportunity to work and to serve others. The Lord Jesus calls each one of us to serve God and his kingdom with joy and zeal and to serve our neighbor with a generous spirit as well.

Empowered to serve with a joyful and generous spirit
The Lord Jesus wants to fill each one of us with the power and strength of the Holy Spirit so we can bear great fruit for God's kingdom (the fruit of peace, joy, righteousness, and love) and also bring the fruit of his kingdom to our neighbor as well. We labor for the Lord to bring him praise, honor, and glory. And we labor for our neighbor for their welfare with the same spirit of loving-kindness and compassion which the Lord has shown to us.

Paul the Apostle reminds us, "Whatever your task, work heartily, as serving the Lord and not others, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward - you are serving the Lord Christ" (Colossians 3:23-24). Do you perform your daily tasks and responsibilities with cheerfulness and diligence for the Lord's sake? And do you give generously to others, especially to those in need of your care and support?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit that I may serve you joyfully and serve my neighbor willingly with a generous heart, not looking for how much I can get, but rather looking for how much I can give.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 21, 2025

Memorial of Saint Pius X, Pope

Reading I

Judges 11:29-39a

The Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah.
 He passed through Gilead and Manasseh,
 and through Mizpah-Gilead as well,
 and from there he went on to the Ammonites.
 Jephthah made a vow to the LORD.
 “If you deliver the Ammonites into my power,” he said,
 “whoever comes out of the doors of my house
 to meet me when I return in triumph from the Ammonites
 shall belong to the LORD.
 I shall offer him up as a burnt offering.”

Jephthah then went on to the Ammonites to fight against them,
 and the LORD delivered them into his power,
 so that he inflicted a severe defeat on them,
 from Aroer to the approach of Minnith (twenty cities in all)
 and as far as Abel-keramim.
 Thus were the Ammonites brought into subjection
 by the children of Israel.
 When Jephthah returned to his house in Mizpah,
 it was his daughter who came forth,
 playing the tambourines and dancing.
 She was an only child: he had neither son nor daughter besides her.
 When he saw her, he rent his garments and said,
 “Alas, daughter, you have struck me down
 and brought calamity upon me.
 For I have made a vow to the LORD and I cannot retract.”
 She replied, “Father, you have made a vow to the LORD.
 Do with me as you have vowed,
 because the LORD has wrought vengeance for you
 on your enemies the Ammonites.”
 Then she said to her father, “Let me have this favor.
 Spare me for two months, that I may go off down the mountains
 to mourn my virginity with my companions.”
 “Go,” he replied, and sent her away for two months.
 So she departed with her companions
 and mourned her virginity on the mountains.
 At the end of the two months she returned to her father,
 who did to her as he had vowed.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10

R. (8a and 9a) Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Blessed the man who makes the LORD his trust;
 who turns not to idolatry
 or to those who stray after falsehood.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Sacrifice or oblation you wished not,
 but ears open to obedience you gave me.
 Burnt offerings or sin-offerings you sought not;
 then said I, “Behold I come.”

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

“In the written scroll it is prescribed for me. 
 To do your will, O my God, is my delight,
 and your law is within my heart!”

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I announced your justice in the vast assembly;
 I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Alleluia

Psalm 95:8

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If today you hear his voice,
 harden not your hearts.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 22:1-14

Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and the elders of the people in parables
 saying, “The Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king
 who gave a wedding feast for his son.
 He dispatched his servants to summon the invited guests to the feast,
 but they refused to come.
 A second time he sent other servants, saying,
 ‘Tell those invited: “Behold, I have prepared my banquet,
 my calves and fattened cattle are killed,
 and everything is ready; come to the feast.”’
 Some ignored the invitation and went away,
 one to his farm, another to his business.
 The rest laid hold of his servants,
 mistreated them, and killed them.
 The king was enraged and sent his troops,
 destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.

Then the king said to his servants, ‘The feast is ready,
 but those who were invited were not worthy to come.
 Go out, therefore, into the main roads
 and invite to the feast whomever you find.’
 The servants went out into the streets
 and gathered all they found, bad and good alike,
 and the hall was filled with guests.
 But when the king came in to meet the guests
 he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment.
 He said to him, ‘My friend, how is it
 that you came in here without a wedding garment?’
 But he was reduced to silence.
 Then the king said to his attendants, ‘Bind his hands and feet,
 and cast him into the darkness outside,
 where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.’
 Many are invited, but few are chosen.”

Memorial of Saint Pius X, Pope

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For a Pope, #719-724.



Reading 1

1 Thessalonians 2:2b-8

Brothers and sisters:
 We drew courage through our God
 to speak to you the Gospel of God with much struggle.
 Our exhortation was not from delusion or impure motives,
 nor did it work through deception.
 But as we were judged worthy by God to be entrusted with the Gospel,
 that is how we speak,
 not as trying to please men,
 but rather God, who judges our hearts.
 Nor, indeed, did we ever appear with flattering speech, as you know,
 or with a pretext for greed--God is witness--nor did we seek praise
 from men, either from you or from others,
 although we were able to impose our weight as Apostles of Christ.
 Rather, we were gentle among you,
 as a nursing mother cares for her children.
 With such affection for you,
 we were determined to share with you not only the Gospel of God,
 but our very selves as well, so dearly beloved had you become to us.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 21-22, 25 and 27

R. (2) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

The favors of the LORD I will sing forever;
 through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.
 For you have said, "My kindness is established forever";
 in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
 I have sworn to David my servant:
 Forever will I confirm your posterity
 and establish your throne for all generations."

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"I have found David, my servant;
 with my holy oil I have anointed him,
 That my hand may be always with him,
 and that my arm may make him strong."

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

"My faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him,
 and through my name shall his horn be exalted.
 He shall say of me, 'You are my father,
 my God, the rock, my savior.'"

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia

John 10:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my sheep, and mine know me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 21:15-17

After Jesus had revealed himself to his disciples and
 eaten breakfast with them,
 he said to Simon Peter,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs."
 He then said to Simon Peter a second time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
 He said to him, "Tend my sheep."
 He said to him the third time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time,
 "Do you love me?" and he said to him,
 "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you."
 [Jesus] said to him, "Feed my sheep."


Reflection
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Thursday (August 21):  They Would Not Come to the Feast!Meditation: What can a royal wedding party tell us about God's kingdom? One of the most beautiful images used in the Scriptures to depict what heaven is like is the wedding celebration and royal feast given by the King for his newly-wed son and bride. Whatever grand feast we can imagine on earth, heaven is the feast of all feasts because the Lord of heaven and earth invites us to the most important banquet of all - not simply as bystanders or guests - but as members of Christ's own body, his bride the church! The last book in the Bible ends with an invitation to the wedding feast of the Lamb - the Lord Jesus who offered his life as an atoning sacrifice for our sins and who now reigns as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. The Spirit and the Bride say, Come! (Revelations 22:17). The Lord Jesus invites us to be united with himself in his heavenly kingdom of peace and righteousness.

Whose interests come first - God or mine?
Why does Jesus' parable of the marriage feast seem to focus on an angry king who ends up punishing those who refused his invitation and who mistreated his servants? Jesus' parable contains two stories. The first has to do with the original guests invited to the marriage feast. The king had sent out invitations well in advance to his subjects, so they would have plenty of time to prepare for coming to the feast. How insulting for the invited guests to then refuse when the time for celebrating came! They made light of the King's request because they put their own interests above his. They not only insulted the King but the heir to the throne as well. The king's anger is justified because they openly refused to give the king the honor he was due. Jesus directed this warning to the Jews of his day, both to convey how much God wanted them to share in the joy of his kingdom, but also to give a warning about the consequences of refusing his Son, their Messiah and Savior.

An invitation we cannot refuse!
The second part of the story focuses on those who had no claim on the king and who would never have considered getting such an invitation. The "good and the bad" along the highways certainly referred to the Gentiles (non-Jews) and to sinners. This is certainly an invitation of grace - undeserved, unmerited favor and kindness! But this invitation also contains a warning for those who refuse it or who approach the wedding feast unworthily. God's grace is a free gift, but it is also an awesome responsibility.

Cheap grace or costly grace?
Dieterich Bonhoeffer , a Lutheran pastor and theologian in Germany who died for his faith under Hitler's Nazi rule, contrasted "cheap grace" and "costly grace". "Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves... the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance... grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate... Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift which must be asked for, the door at which a man must knock. Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life."
God invites each of us as his friends to his heavenly banquet that we may celebrate with him and share in his joy. Are you ready to feast at the Lord's banquet table?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I always know the joy of living in your presence and grow in the hope of seeing you face to face in your everlasting kingdom.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 22, 2025

Memorial of the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Reading 1

Ruth 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22

Once in the time of the judges there was a famine in the land;
 so a man from Bethlehem of Judah
 departed with his wife and two sons
 to reside on the plateau of Moab.
 Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died,
 and she was left with her two sons, who married Moabite women,
 one named Orpah, the other Ruth.
 When they had lived there about ten years,
 both Mahlon and Chilion died also,
 and the woman was left with neither her two sons nor her husband.
 She then made ready to go back from the plateau of Moab
 because word reached her there
 that the LORD had visited his people and given them food.

Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye, but Ruth stayed with her.

Naomi said, "See now!
 Your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and her god.
 Go back after your sister-in-law!"
 But Ruth said, "Do not ask me to abandon or forsake you!
 For wherever you go, I will go, wherever you lodge I will lodge,
 your people shall be my people, and your God my God."

Thus it was that Naomi returned
 with the Moabite daughter-in-law, Ruth,
 who accompanied her back from the plateau of Moab.
 They arrived in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a, 9bc-10

R. (1b) Praise the Lord, my soul!

Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
 whose hope is in the LORD, his God,
 Who made heaven and earth,
 the sea and all that is in them.

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!

The LORD keeps faith forever,
 secures justice for the oppressed,
 gives food to the hungry.
 The LORD sets captives free.

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!

The LORD gives sight to the blind.
 The LORD raises up those who were bowed down;
 The LORD loves the just.
 The LORD protects strangers.

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!

The fatherless and the widow he sustains,
 but the way of the wicked he thwarts.
 The LORD shall reign forever;
 your God, O Zion, through all generations. Alleluia.

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!

Alleluia

Psalm 25:4b, 5a

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Teach me your paths, my God,
 guide me in your truth.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 22:34-40

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,
 they gathered together, and one of them,
 a scholar of the law, tested him by asking,
 "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?"
 He said to him,
 "You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart,
 with all your soul, and with all your mind.
 This is the greatest and the first commandment.
 The second is like it:
 You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
 The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments."

Memorial of The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, #707-712.



Reading 1

Isaiah 9:1-6

The people who walked in darkness
 have seen a great light;
 Upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom
 a light has shone.
 You have brought them abundant joy
 and great rejoicing,
 As they rejoice before you as at the harvest,
 as men make merry when dividing spoils.
 For the yoke that burdened them,
 the pole on their shoulder,
 And the rod of their taskmaster
 you have smashed, as on the day of Midian.
 For every boot that tramped in battle,
 every cloak rolled in blood,
 will be burned as fuel for flames.

For a child is born to us, a son is given us;
 upon his shoulder dominion rests.
 They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero,
 Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.
 His dominion is vast
 and forever peaceful,
 From David's throne, and over his kingdom,
 which he confirms and sustains
 By judgment and justice,
 both now and forever.
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this!

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8

R. (2) Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Praise, you servants of the LORD,
 praise the name of the LORD.
 Blessed be the name of the LORD
 both now and forever.

R. Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

From the rising to the setting of the sun
 is the name of the LORD to be praised.
 High above all nations is the LORD;
 above the heavens is his glory.

R. Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Who is like the LORD, our God, who is enthroned on high
 and looks upon the heavens and the earth below?

R. Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He raises up the lowly from the dust;
 from the dunghill he lifts up the poor
 To seat them with princes,
 with the princes of his own people.

R. Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

See Luke 1:28

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you;
 blessed are you among women.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 1:26-38

The angel Gabriel was sent from God
 to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
 to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph,
 of the house of David,
 and the virgin's name was Mary.
 And coming to her, he said,
 "Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you."
 But she was greatly troubled at what was said
 and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
 Then the angel said to her,
 "Do not be afraid, Mary,
 for you have found favor with God.
 Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
 and you shall name him Jesus.
 He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,
 and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father,
 and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever,
 and of his Kingdom there will be no end."
 But Mary said to the angel,
 "How can this be,
 since I have no relations with a man?"
 And the angel said to her in reply,
 "The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
 and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
 Therefore the child to be born
 will be called holy, the Son of God.
 And behold, Elizabeth, your relative,
 has also conceived a son in her old age,
 and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren;
 for nothing will be impossible for God."
 Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.
 May it be done to me according to your word."
 Then the angel departed from her.

Reflection
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Friday (August 22):  What Is the Greatest Rule of Life?Meditation: What is the purpose of God's law and commandments? The Pharisees prided themselves in the knowledge of the law of Moses and the ritual requirements of the law. They made it a life-time practice to study the 613 precepts of the Torah - the books of the Old Testament containing the Law of Moses - along with the numerous rabbinic commentaries on the law. The religious authorities tested Jesus to see if he correctly understood the law as they did. Jesus startled them with his profound simplicity and mastery of the law of God and its purpose.

God's love rules all
Jesus summarized the whole of the law in two great commandments found in Deuteronomy 6:5 - "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might" - and Leviticus 19:18 - "you shall love your neighbor as yourself". God's love directs all that he does - His love is holy, just, and pure because it seeks only what is good, beneficial, and life-giving - rather than what is destructive, evil, or deadly. That is why he commands us to love - to accept and to give only what is good, lovely, just, and pure and to reject whatever is contrary.

God puts us first in his thoughts
God is love and everything he does flows from his love for us (1 John 3:1, 4:7-8, 16). God puts us first in his thoughts and concerns - do we put him first in our thoughts? God loved us first (1 John 4:19) and our love for him is a response to his exceeding goodness and kindness towards us. The love of God comes first and the love of neighbor is firmly grounded in the love of God. The more we know of God's love, truth, and goodness, the more we love what he loves and reject whatever is hateful and contrary to his will. God commands us to love him first above all else - his love orients and directs our thoughts, intentions, and actions to what is wholly good and pleasing to him. He wants us to love him personally, wholeheartedly, and without any reservation or compromise.

The nature of love - giving to others for their sake
What is the nature of love? Love is the gift of giving oneself for the good of others - it is wholly other oriented and directed to the welfare and benefit of others. Love which is rooted in pleasing myself is self-centered and possessive - it is a selfish love that takes from others rather than gives to others. It is a stunted and disordered love which leads to many hurtful and sinful desires - such as jealousy, greed, envy, and lust. The root of all sin is disordered love and pride which is fundamentally putting myself above God and my neighbor - it is loving and serving self rather than God and neighbor. True love, which is wholly directed and oriented to what is good rather than evil, is rooted in God's truth and righteousness (moral goodness).

How God loves us
God loves us wholly, completely, and perfectly for our sake - there is no limit, no holding back, no compromising on his part. His love is not subject to changing moods or circumstances. When God gives, he gives generously, abundantly, freely, and without setting conditions to the gift of his love. His love does not waver, but is firm, consistent, and constant. He loves us in our weakness - in our fallen and sinful condition. That is why the Father sent his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to redeem us from slavery to sin and its disordered cravings, desires, passions, and addictions. God the Father always seeks us out to draw us to his throne of mercy and help. God the Father corrects and disciplines us in love to free us from the error of our wrong ways of thinking and choosing what is harmful and evil rather than choosing what is good and wholesome for us. Do you freely accept God's love and do you willingly choose to obey his commandments?

We do not earn God's love - it is freely given
How can we possibly love God above all else and obey his commandments willingly and joyfully, and how can we love our neighbor and willing lay down our life for their sake? Paul the Apostle tells us that "hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us" (Romans 5:5). We do not earn God's love - it is freely given to those who open their heart to God and who freely accept the gift of the Holy Spirit. Ask the Lord Jesus to flood your heart with his love through the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Love grows with faith and hope
What makes our love for God and his commands grow in us? Faith in God and hope in his promises strengthens us in the love of God. They are essential for a good relationship with God, for being united with him. The more we know of God the more we love him and the more we love him the greater we believe and hope in his promises. The Lord Jesus, through the gift of the Holy Spirit, gives us a new freedom to love as he loves. Paul the Apostle writes, "For freedom Christ has set us free... only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh [sinful inclinations], but through love be servants of one another" (Galatians 5:1,13). Do you allow anything to keep you from the love of God and the joy of serving others with a generous heart?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your love surpasses all. Flood my heart with your love and increase my faith and hope in your promises. Help me to give myself in generous service to others as you have so generously given yourself to me.
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August 23, 2025

Saturday of the Twentieth Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Ruth 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17

Naomi had a prominent kinsman named Boaz,
 of the clan of her husband Elimelech.
 Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi,
 "Let me go and glean ears of grain in the field
 of anyone who will allow me that favor."
 Naomi said to her, "Go, my daughter," and she went.
 The field she entered to glean after the harvesters
 happened to be the section belonging to Boaz
 of the clan of Elimelech.

Boaz said to Ruth, "Listen, my daughter!
 Do not go to glean in anyone else's field;
 you are not to leave here.
 Stay here with my women servants.
 Watch to see which field is to be harvested, and follow them;
 I have commanded the young men to do you no harm.
 When you are thirsty, you may go and drink from the vessels
 the young men have filled."
 Casting herself prostrate upon the ground, Ruth said to him,
 "Why should I, a foreigner, be favored with your notice?"
 Boaz answered her:
 "I have had a complete account of what you have done
 for your mother-in-law after your husband's death;
 you have left your father and your mother and the land of your birth,
 and have come to a people whom you did not know previously."

Boaz took Ruth.
 When they came together as man and wife,
 the LORD enabled her to conceive and she bore a son.
 Then the women said to Naomi,
 "Blessed is the LORD who has not failed
 to provide you today with an heir!
 May he become famous in Israel!
 He will be your comfort and the support of your old age,
 for his mother is the daughter-in-law who loves you.
 She is worth more to you than seven sons!"
 Naomi took the child, placed him on her lap, and became his nurse.
 And the neighbor women gave him his name,
 at the news that a grandson had been born to Naomi.
 They called him Obed.
 He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 128:1b-2, 3, 4, 5

R. (4) See how the Lord blesses those who fear him.

Blessed are you who fear the LORD,
 who walk in his ways!
 For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
 blessed shall you be, and favored.

R. See how the Lord blesses those who fear him.

You wife shall be like a fruitful vine
 in the recesses of your home;
 Your children like olive plants
 around your table.

R. See how the Lord blesses those who fear him.

Behold, thus is the man blessed
 who fears the LORD.

R. See how the Lord blesses those who fear him.

The LORD bless you from Zion:
 may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
 all the days of your life.

R. See how the Lord blesses those who fear him.

Alleluia

Matthew 23:9b, 10b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

You have but one Father in heaven;
 you have but one master, the Christ.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 23:1-12

Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying,
 "The scribes and the Pharisees
 have taken their seat on the chair of Moses.
 Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you,
 but do not follow their example.
 For they preach but they do not practice.
 They tie up heavy burdens hard to carry
 and lay them on people's shoulders,
 but they will not lift a finger to move them.
 All their works are performed to be seen.
 They widen their phylacteries and lengthen their tassels.
 They love places of honor at banquets, seats of honor in synagogues,
 greetings in marketplaces, and the salutation 'Rabbi.'
 As for you, do not be called 'Rabbi.'
 You have but one teacher, and you are all brothers.
 Call no one on earth your father;
 you have but one Father in heaven.
 Do not be called 'Master';
 you have but one master, the Christ.
 The greatest among you must be your servant.
 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled;
 but whoever humbles himself will be exalted."

Optional Memorial of Saint Rose of Lima, Virgin

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Virgins, #731-736, or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.



Reading 1

2 Corinthians 10:17b-11:2

Brothers and sisters:
 Whoever boasts, should boast in the Lord.
 For it is not the one who recommends himself who is approved,
 but he whom the Lord recommends.

If only you would put up with a little foolishness from me!
 Please put up with me.
 For I am jealous of you with the jealousy of God,
 since I betrothed you to one husband
 to present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 148:1bc-2, 11-13a, 13c-14

R. (see 12a and 13a) Young men and women, praise the name of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Praise the LORD from the heavens;
 praise him in the heights;
 Praise him, all you his angels,
 praise him, all you his hosts.

R. Young men and women, praise the name of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Let the kings of the earth and all peoples,
 the princes and all the judges of the earth,
 Young men, too, and maidens,
 old men and boys,
 Praise the name of the LORD,
 for his name alone is exalted.

R. Young men and women, praise the name of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

His majesty is above earth and heaven.
 He has lifted up the horn of his people. 
 Be this his praise from all his faithful ones;
 from the children of Israel, the people close to him. Alleluia.

R. Young men and women, praise the name of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 15:9b, 5b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in my love, says the Lord;
 whoever lives in me and I in him will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 13:44-46

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "The Kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field,
 which a person finds and hides again,
 and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
 Again, the Kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
 searching for fine pearls.
 When he finds a pearl of great price,
 he goes and sells all that he has and buys it."

Reflection
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Saturday (August 23):  Whoever Humbles Oneself Will Be ExaltedMeditation: Who doesn't desire the praise and respect of others? We want others to see us at our best with all of our strengths and achievements - rather than at our worst with all of our faults and shortcomings. God sees us as we truly are - sinners and beggars always in need of his mercy, help, and guidance. Jesus warned the scribes and Pharisees, the teachers and rulers of Israel, to teach and serve their people with humility and sincerity rather than with pride and self-promotion. They went to great lengths to draw attention to their religious status and practices. In a way they wanted to be good models of observant Jews. "See how well we observe all the ritual rules and regulations of our religion!" In their misguided zeal for religion they sought recognition and honor for themselves rather than for God. They made the practice of their faith a burden rather than a joy for the people they were supposed to serve.

True respect for God inclines us to humble ourselves and to submit to his wisdom and guidance. We cannot be taught by God unless we first learn to listen to his word and then obey his instruction.

One Father and Teacher
Was Jesus against calling anyone a rabbi , the Jewish title for a teacher of God's word (Matthew 23:7-8), or a father? The law of Moses in Scripture specifically instructed all fathers to be teachers and instructors for their children to help them understand and obey God's instructions (Deuteronomy 6:7)? Why did Jesus rebuke the scribes and Pharisees, the religious authorities of the Jewish people, in the presence of his disciples? Jesus wanted to warn both his own disciples and the religious leaders about the temptation to seek honors and titles that draw attention to ourselves in place of God and his word. Pride tempts us to put ourselves first above others.

The Scriptures give ample warning about the danger of self-seeking pride: Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall (Proverbs 16:18). God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6; Proverbs 3:24). Origen of Alexandria (185-254 AD), an early Christian teacher and bible scholar, reminds those who teach and lead to remember that they are first and foremost "disciples" and "servants" who sit at the feet of their Master and Teacher the Lord Jesus Christ: "You have one teacher, and you are all brothers to each other...Whoever ministers with the divine word does not put himself forward to be called teacher , for he knows that when he performs well it is Christ who is within him. He should only call himself servant according to the command of Christ, saying, Whoever is greater among you, let him be the servant of all ."

True humility
Respect for God and for his ways inclines us to humility and to simplicity of heart - the willing readiness to seek the one true good who is God himself. What is the nature of true humility and why should we embrace it as essential for our lives? We can easily mistake humility as something demeaning or harmful to our sense of well-being and feeling good about ourselves. True humility is not feeling bad about yourself, or having a low opinion of yourself, or thinking of yourself as inferior to all others. True humility frees us from preoccupation with ourselves, whereas a low self-opinion tends to focus our attention on ourselves. Humility is truth in self-understanding and truth in action. Viewing ourselves honestly, with sober judgment, means seeing ourselves the way God sees us (Psalm 139:1-4).

A humble person makes a realistic assessment of oneself without illusion or pretense to be something one is not. A truly humble person regards oneself neither smaller nor larger than one truly is. True humility frees us to be ourselves as God regards us and to avoid falling into despair and pride. A humble person does not want to wear a mask or put on a facade in order to look good to others. Such a person is not swayed by accidentals, such as fame, reputation, success, or failure. Do you know the joy of Christ-like humility and simplicity of heart?

Humility is the queen or foundation of all the other virtues because it enables us to see and judge correctly, the way God sees. Humility helps us to be teachable so we can acquire true knowledge, wisdom, and an honest view of reality. It directs our energy, zeal, and will to give ourselves to something greater than ourselves. Humility frees us to love and serve others willingly and selflessly, for their own sake, rather than for our own. Paul the Apostle gives us the greatest example and model of humility in the person of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, and... who humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:7-8). Do you want to be a servant as Jesus loved and served others? The Lord Jesus gives us his heart - the heart of a servant who seeks the good of others and puts their interests first in his care and concern for them.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you became a servant for my sake to set me free from the tyranny of selfish pride and self-concern. Teach me to be humble as you are humble and to love others generously with selfless service and kindness.
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August 24, 2025

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Isaiah 66:18-21

Thus says the LORD:
 I know their works and their thoughts,
 and I come to gather nations of every language;
 they shall come and see my glory.
 I will set a sign among them;
 from them I will send fugitives to the nations:
 to Tarshish, Put and Lud, Mosoch, Tubal and Javan,
 to the distant coastlands
 that have never heard of my fame, or seen my glory;
 and they shall proclaim my glory among the nations.
 They shall bring all your brothers and sisters from all the nations
 as an offering to the LORD,
 on horses and in chariots, in carts, upon mules and dromedaries,
 to Jerusalem, my holy mountain, says the LORD,
 just as the Israelites bring their offering
 to the house of the LORD in clean vessels.
 Some of these I will take as priests and Levites, says the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 117:1, 2

R.(Mk 16:15) Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Praise the LORD, all you nations;
 glorify him, all you peoples!

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

For steadfast is his kindness toward us,
 and the fidelity of the LORD endures forever.

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Reading 2

Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13

Brothers and sisters,
 You have forgotten the exhortation addressed to you as children:
 "My son, do not disdain the discipline of the Lord
 or lose heart when reproved by him;
 for whom the Lord loves, he disciplines;
 he scourges every son he acknowledges."
 Endure your trials as "discipline";
 God treats you as sons.
 For what "son" is there whom his father does not discipline?
 At the time,
 all discipline seems a cause not for joy but for pain,
 yet later it brings the peaceful fruit of righteousness
 to those who are trained by it.

So strengthen your drooping hands and your weak knees.
 Make straight paths for your feet,
 that what is lame may not be disjointed but healed.

Alleluia

John 14:6

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the way, the truth and the life, says the Lord;
 no one comes to the Father, except through me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 13:22-30

Jesus passed through towns and villages,
 teaching as he went and making his way to Jerusalem.
 Someone asked him,
 "Lord, will only a few people be saved?"
 He answered them,
 "Strive to enter through the narrow gate,
 for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter
 but will not be strong enough.
 After the master of the house has arisen and locked the door,
 then will you stand outside knocking and saying,
 'Lord, open the door for us.'
 He will say to you in reply,
 'I do not know where you are from.
 And you will say,
 'We ate and drank in your company and you taught in our streets.'
 Then he will say to you,
 'I do not know where you are from.
 Depart from me, all you evildoers!'
 And there will be wailing and grinding of teeth
 when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
 and all the prophets in the kingdom of God
 and you yourselves cast out.
 And people will come from the east and the west
 and from the north and the south
 and will recline at table in the kingdom of God.
 For behold, some are last who will be first,
 and some are first who will be last."


Reflection
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21st Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle C 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Isaiah 66:18-21 

 
 Last week our Old Testament reading was from the Book of Jeremiah. This week we back up some 90 years in history to the year 694 B.C. and hear from the greatest of the prophets, Isaiah. Little is known about Isaiah as all our information comes from his discourses. According to Jewish tradition, he was of royal stock and it is certain that he belonged to the tribe of Judah and lived in Jerusalem. He was married and had two sons. He did not claim to be a prophet in the current sense of the word, but, like many other prophets, he gathered around him a circle of friends and disciples who shared his views and were initiated into his plans. Today we hear from the last chapter of the Book of Isaiah as he tells of a time when foreigners will be at home in Gods house. 18    I come to gather nations of every language; they shall come and see my glory. This phrase is reminiscent of Isaiah 40:5. It could also refer to an object of pilgrimage in the temple. 19    I will set a sign among them; The sign centers on the survival of Jerusalem, to become the object of the new exodus for the Jews of the dispersion and even for Gentiles. from them I will send fugitives to the nations: to Tarshish, In southern Spain Put and Lud, In Africa Mosoch, Location unknown Tubal Near the Black Sea 1    and Javan, Greek settlers in the Ionian Islands to the distant coastlands that have never heard of my fame, or seen my glory; and they shall proclaim my glory among the nations. 20 They shall bring all your brethren from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, A sort of triumphal procession from all directions. on horses and in chariots, in carts, upon mules and dromedaries, to Jerusalem, my holy mountain, says the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their offering to the house of the LORD in clean vessels. 21 Some of these I will take as priests and Levites, says the LORD. It is not clear who the some are, but Gentiles are included in the previous verse. This is seen by many as a prophecy that someday the priesthood will not be solely Levitical but will also include Gentiles. 

 

2nd Reading - Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 

 
 Having heard two weeks ago about the faith of Abraham, a faith of hope and trust – an example of the theological faith that we all should have, last week we began to hear how we are to live out that faith. Our second reading last week ended In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood. Today we continue this lesson. 5    You have [ ] forgotten the exhortation addressed to you as sons: The quotation is quoted from Proverbs 3:11-12. My son, do not disdain the discipline of the Lord Positive and negative reinforcement or lose heart when reproved by him; 6 for whom the Lord loves, he disciplines; he scourges Whips every son he acknowledges. 7 Endure your trials as discipline; God treats you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 11 At the time, all discipline seems a cause not for joy but for pain, yet later it brings the peaceful fruit 2    of righteousness to those who are trained by it. 12 So strengthen your drooping hands and your weak knees. 13 Make straight paths for your feet, that what is lame may not be dislocated but healed. As you will recall, last week the imagery was that of a race, the imagery now changes from a race course to the familiar one of the road on which the people of God must journey. 

 

Gospel - Luke 13:22-30 

 
 Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem and His passion. Along the way He taught with parables, performed miracles and preached repentance. This preaching and teaching, accompanied by miracles, caught the attention of those He came in contact with: the Pharisees became indignant because He healed people on the Sabbath, but others heard the clear message of repentance and wished to know that they must do to be saved. 22    He [Jesus] passed through towns and villages, teaching as he went and making his way to Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, Lord, will only a few people be saved? Being saved is not a Protestant idea; they took it from the Catholics. Being saved in Catholic theology is the end result – seeing God face-to-face in heaven. It begins with faith and is the result of how that faith is lived out. One cannot earn their way into heaven, that is the Pelagian heresy condemned by the Council of Carthage in A.D. 418, but one is required to allow God to work in their life and that work is reflected in their actions. He answered them, 24 Strive to enter This denotes strenuous exercise of muscle and power. through the narrow gate, The implied contrast is between large city gates through which throngs can pass at one time, and one where everything is in single file. for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough. Jesus is not declaring that many are doomed from the very start, despite their persistent effort to be saved (which would be predestination in the Presbyterian sense). 25    After the master of the house has arisen and locked the door, then will you stand outside knocking and saying, Lord, open the door for us. He will say to you in reply, I do not know where you are from. Many will seek entry too late, after the Kingdom has come; each one can and must strive now. Jesus must first recognize and love, and thus impart justifying faith. (See Isaiah 63:16; 3    Matthew 25:12). 26    And you will say, We ate and drank in your company and you taught in our streets. Casual eating and drinking with Jesus is not enough; one must share in his life, as symbolized by His table fellowship with the lowly. One cannot simply boast that they are acquainted with Him and His message. 27    Then he will say to you, I do not know where (you) are from. Depart from me, all you evildoers! 28 And there will be wailing and grinding of teeth when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God and you yourselves cast out. 29 And people will come from the east and the west and from the north and the south and will recline at table in the kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God is now imaged by the eschatological banquet [the wedding feast of the Lamb (Revelation 21)]. Those who do not want to commit themselves to Jesus way find themselves on the outside. In graciousness God opens the banquet to all peoples. These now form the reconstituted Israel in the New Jerusalem. 30    For behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last. Luke sounds his familiar theme of reversal – those who truly serve others by living out Gods message and their faith, will be served at the heavenly banquet Notice that our gospel reading for today does not assure salvation for all those who believe; and who receives it is not known until they appear at the door to the banquet. This is why, when asked Have you been saved? we can answer: I have been saved from the penalty of sin by Christs death and resurrection. I am being saved from the power of sin by the indwelling Spirit. I have the hope that I shall one day be saved from the very presence of sin when I go to be with God. It is through the grace of Christ that I am able to live out His life in me; a grace that is fortified every time I participate in the Eucharist. 
   
 4 
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Sunday (August 24):  Do Not Risk Being Shut OutMeditation: What does the image of a door say to us about the kingdom of God? Jesus' story about the door being shut to those who come too late suggests they had offended their host and deserved to be excluded. It was customary for teachers in Jesus' time to close the door on tardy students and not allow them back for a whole week in order to teach them a lesson in discipline and faithfulness.

Who will be invited to enter God's kingdom?
Jesus told this story in response to the question of who will make it to heaven - to God's kingdom of everlasting peace and eternal life. Many rabbis held that all Israel would be saved and gain entry into God's kingdom, except for a few blatant sinners who excluded themselves! After all, they were specially chosen by God when he established a covenant relationship with them.

Jesus surprised his listeners by saying that one's membership as a people who have entered into a covenant relationship with God does not automatically mean entry into the everlasting kingdom of God. Second, Jesus asserts that many from the Gentile (non-Jewish) nations would enter God's kingdom. God's invitation is open to Jew and Gentile alike.

Jesus is the door to the kingdom of heaven
But Jesus warns that we can be excluded if we do not strive to enter by the narrow door . What did Jesus mean by this expression? The door which Jesus had in mind was himself. I am the door; if any one enters by me, he will be saved (John 10:9). God sent his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to open the way for us to have full access to the throne of God's grace (favor and blessing) and mercy (pardon for our sins). Through Jesus' victory on the cross he has freed us from slavery to sin and hurtful desires and addictions, and he has made us sons and daughters of God and citizens of his heavenly kingdom. We are free now to choose which kingdom we will serve - the kingdom of truth and light ruled by God's wisdom or the kingdom of falsehood and darkness ruled by Satan and the world system or society of people who are opposed to God and his laws.

Following the Lord requires effort and commitment on our part
If we want to enter God's kingdom and receive our full inheritance which is stored up for us in heaven, then we must follow the Lord Jesus in his way of the cross through a willing renunciation of our own will for his will - our own life for his life - our own way for his way.

Why did Jesus say we must strive to enter his kingdom of righteousness and peace? The word strive can also be translated as agony . To enter the kingdom of God we must struggle against every force or power of opposition - even the temptation to remain indifferent, apathetic, or compromising in our faith and personal trust in Jesus, our hope in holding firm to the promises of Jesus, and our uncompromising love for God above all else. Paul the Apostle reminds us that our hope in God does not disappoint us because "God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us" (Romans 5:5).

The Lord is with us to strengthen us in our trials and struggles
The Lord reminds us that when we face difficulties, trials, temptations, and even failures, we do not struggle alone. He knows our weaknesses even better than we know them, and he is always ready to help us in our struggle to overcome sin and wrong-doing. God's grace is sufficient! As we strive side by side for the faith of the Gospel (Philippians 1:27) Jesus assures us of complete victory! Do you trust in God's grace and help, especially in times of testing and temptation?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I never doubt your guiding presence and your tender love and mercy towards me. Through the gift of your Spirit fill me with persevering faith and courage to trust you always in all things and in every circumstance I find myself in. May your love set my heart aflame with love for You who are my All.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 25, 2025

Monday of the Twenty-first Week in Ordinary Time

Reading I

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 8b-10

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the Church of the Thessalonians
 in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
 grace to you and peace.

We give thanks to God always for all of you,
 remembering you in our prayers,
 unceasingly calling to mind your work of faith and labor of love
 and endurance in hope of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 before our God and Father,
 knowing, brothers and sisters loved by God, how you were chosen.
 For our Gospel did not come to you in word alone,
 but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with much conviction.
 You know what sort of people we were among you for your sake. 
 In every place your faith in God has gone forth,
 so that we have no need to say anything.
 For they themselves openly declare about us
 what sort of reception we had among you,
 and how you turned to God from idols
 to serve the living and true God and to await his Son from heaven,
 whom he raised from the dead, Jesus,
 who delivers us from the coming wrath.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b

R. (see 4a) The Lord takes delight in his people.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sing to the LORD a new song
 of praise in the assembly of the faithful.
 Let Israel be glad in their maker,
 let the children of Zion rejoice in their king.

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Let them praise his name in the festive dance,
 let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.
 For the LORD loves his people,
 and he adorns the lowly with victory.

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Let the faithful exult in glory;
 let them sing for joy upon their couches;
 Let the high praises of God be in their throats.
 This is the glory of all his faithful. Alleluia.

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 10:27

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;
 I know them, and they follow me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 23:13-22

Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples:
 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites.
 You lock the Kingdom of heaven before men.
 You do not enter yourselves,
 nor do you allow entrance to those trying to enter.

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites.
 You traverse sea and land to make one convert,
 and when that happens you make him a child of Gehenna
 twice as much as yourselves.

“Woe to you, blind guides, who say,
 ‘If one swears by the temple, it means nothing,
 but if one swears by the gold of the temple, one is obligated.’
 Blind fools, which is greater, the gold,
 or the temple that made the gold sacred?
 And you say, ‘If one swears by the altar, it means nothing,
 but if one swears by the gift on the altar, one is obligated.’
 You blind ones, which is greater, the gift,
 or the altar that makes the gift sacred?
 One who swears by the altar swears by it and all that is upon it;
 one who swears by the temple swears by it
 and by him who dwells in it;
 one who swears by heaven swears by the throne of God
 and by him who is seated on it.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Louis of France

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women, #737-742.



Reading 1

Isaiah 58:6-11

Thus says the LORD:
 This is the fasting that I wish:
 releasing those bound unjustly,
 untying the thongs of the yoke;
 Setting free the oppressed,
 breaking every yoke;
 Sharing your bread with the hungry,
 sheltering the oppressed and the homeless;
 Clothing the naked when you see them,
 and not turning your back on your own.

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
 and your wound shall quickly be healed;
 Your vindication shall go before you,
 and the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer,
 you shall cry for help, and he will say: Here I am!
 If you remove from your midst oppression,
 false accusation and malicious speech;
 If you bestow your bread on the hungry
 and satisfy the afflicted;
 Then light shall rise for you in the darkness,
 and the gloom shall become for you like midday;
 Then the LORD will guide you always
 and give you plenty even on the parched land.
 He will renew your strength,
 and you shall be like a watered garden,
 like a spring whose water never fails.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9

R. (1) Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Blessed the man who fears the LORD,
 who greatly delights in his commands.
 His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth;
 the upright generation shall be blessed.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Wealth and riches shall be in his house;
 his generosity shall endure forever.
 Light shines through the darkness for the upright;
 he is gracious and merciful and just.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Well for the man who is gracious and lends,
 who conducts his affairs with justice;
 He shall never be moved;
 the just one shall be in everlasting remembrance.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

An evil report he shall not fear;
 his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD.
 His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear
 till he looks down upon his foes.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Lavishly he gives to the poor,
 his generosity shall endure forever;
 his horn shall be exalted in glory.

R. Blessed the man who fears the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another, as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 22:34-40

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,
 they gathered together, and one of them,
 a scholar of the law, tested him by asking,
 "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?"
 He said to him,
 "You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart,
 with all your soul, and with all your mind.
 This is the greatest and the first commandment.
 The second is like it:
 You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
 The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments."

Optional Memorial of Saint Joseph Calasanz, priest

From the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or
 the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Teachers, #737-742,
 OR:

Reading 1 

1 Corinthians 12:31--13:13

Brothers and sisters:
 Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts.

But I shall show you a still more excellent way.

If I speak in human and angelic tongues
 but do not have love,
 I am a resounding gong or a clashing cymbal.
 And if I have the gift of prophecy
 and comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge;
 if I have all faith so as to move mountains,
 but do not have love, I am nothing.
 If I give away everything I own,
 and if I hand my body over so that I may boast
 but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind.
 It is not jealous, love is not pompous,
 it is not inflated, it is not rude,
 it does not seek its own interests,
 it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury,
 it does not rejoice over wrongdoing
 but rejoices with the truth.
 It bears all things, believes all things,
 hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never fails.
 If there are prophecies, they will be brought to nothing;
 if tongues, they will cease;
 if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing.
 For we know partially and we prophesy partially,
 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.
 When I was a child, I used to talk as a child,
 think as a child, reason as a child;
 when I became a man, I put aside childish things.
 At present we see indistinctly, as in a mirror,
 but then face to face.
 At present I know partially;
 then I shall know fully, as I am fully known.
 So faith, hope, love remain, these three;
 but the greatest of these is love.

OR

1 Corinthians 13:4-13

Brothers and sisters:
 Love is patient, love is kind.
 It is not jealous, it is not pompous,
 it is not inflated, it is not rude,
 it does not seek its own interests,
 it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury,
 it does not rejoice over wrongdoing
 but rejoices with the truth.
 It bears all things, believes all things,
 hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never fails.
 If there are prophecies, they will be brought to nothing;
 if tongues, they will cease;
 if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing.
 For we know partially and we prophesy partially,
 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.
 When I was a child, I used to talk as a child,
 think as a child, reason as a child;
 when I became a man, I put aside childish things.
 At present we see indistinctly, as in a mirror,
 but then face to face.
 At present I know partially;
 then I shall know fully, as I am fully known.
 So faith, hope, love remain, these three;
 but the greatest of these is love.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11

R. (2) I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. (9) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear me and be glad.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
 for nought is lacking to those who fear him.
 The great grow poor and hungry;
 but those who seek the LORD want for no good thing.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Alleluia 

John 15:9b, 5b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in my love, says the Lord;
 whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 18:1-5

The disciples approached Jesus and said,
 “Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?”
 He called a child over, placed it in their midst, and said,
 “Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children,
 you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whoever humbles himself like this child
 is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.
 And whoever receives one child such as this in my name receives me.”

Reflection
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Monday (August 25):  Do Not Close the Door to God's KingdomMeditation: When the Lord Jesus knocks on the door of your heart are you ready to answer and receive him (Revelations 3:20)? The Lord offers each one of us an open door to the kingdom of God, but we can shut ourselves out if we ignore or reject his offer. What is the door to the kingdom of heaven? When Jacob fled from his brother Essau, who wanted to kill him for stealing his birthright (Genesis 27:41), Jacob sought refuge in the wilderness. There God pursued him and gave him a vision that both changed his life and the life of his people. As Jacob slept on a star-lit hillside God showed him a great ladder or stairway that extended from earth to heaven. This stairway was filled with a multitude of angels ascending and descending before the throne of God.

An open door to the throne of God
God opened heaven to Jacob, not only to give him a place of refuge and peace, but to offer him the blessing of dwelling in intimate friendship with the living God. God spoke to Jacob and renewed the promises which he had made to his grandfather Abraham and his father Isaac, and now to Jacob and his descendants. God promised not only to bless and protect Jacob, but to make him and his descendants a blessing to all the nations as well. When Jacob awoke he exclaimed: " How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God and this is the gate of heaven" (Genesis 28:17). God opened a door for Jacob that brought him and his people into a new relationship with the living God.

Jesus is the door to God's kingdom
Jesus proclaimed to his disciples that he came to fulfill the prophetic dream of Jacob in his very own person: "You will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man" (John 1:51). Jesus proclaimed that he is the door (John 10:8-9) and the way (John 14:6) that makes it possible for us to access heaven and God's very throne. But Jesus woefully warned the religious leaders and successors of Jacob that they were shutting the door of God's kingdom not only on themselves but on others as well. The word woe expresses sorrowful pity as well as grief and sadness. Why did Jesus lament and issue such a stern rebuke?

Don't be misled by wrong-headed teachers
Jesus was angry with the religious leaders because they failed to listen to God's word and they misled the people they were supposed to teach and lead in the ways of God. They were blindly leading people to "pharisaism" - to their own ideas, rules, and practices which God did not intend or require - rather than to God's intention and way of life for his people. Jesus also chastised them for their hyprocisy - a hypocrite is an actor or imposter who says one thing but does the opposite. Jesus gave some examples to show how misguided they were in their thinking and practices.

In their zeal to win converts, the religious leaders required unnecessary and burdensome rules and practices which obscured the more important matters of religion, such as love of God and love of neighbor. And at the same time they made exceptions for themselves by devising clever ways to evade binding oaths and solemn promises which they had made to God. The Jews treated an oath made to God as a binding obligation that must not be broken under any circumstance, but the Pharisees found clever ways to evade their obligations when inconvenience got in the way. They forgot that God hears every word we utter (especially our oaths and promises) and he sees the intentions of our heart even before we speak or act.

God's ways and thoughts are different from ours
The scribes and Pharisees preferred their idea of religion to God's idea. They failed to lead others to God because they listened to their own ideas of what is true religion and they failed to understand the true meaning and intention of God's word. Through their own pride and prejudice they blindly shut the door of their own hearts and minds to the truth of God's kingdom.

The prophets of the Old Testament had repeatedly warned God's people to seek the Lord and to put aside their own thoughts and ideas of religion in order to hear and understand God's mind and intentions for his people. The prophet Isaiah wrote:
"Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ... For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord . For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts" (Isaiah 55:6-9) .

Seek God's kingdom first
How can we shut the door of God's kingdom in our own personal lives? We close it through stubborn pride, disobedience, and ignorance. Do you submit your mind to God's word or do you cling to your own thoughts and ideas of what is right, true, and good for you? Do you allow the world's way of thinking to form the way you think, act, and speak - or do you allow God's word of truth to form the way you think, act, and speak? Do you ignore God's word through indifference or lack of reflection on his word?

The Lord Jesus wants to speak to us each and every day - to help us grow in our knowledge and understanding of his love and truth. The Lord is knocking at the door of your heart - are you receptive and ready to listen to his voice as he speaks through his life-giving Word? God's kingdom is always present to those who seek him with a humble mind and a willing heart. The Lord invites us to pray daily, "May your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10).

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your word is life for me. May I never shut the door to your heavenly kingdom through my stubborn pride or disbelief. Help me to listen to your voice attentively and to conform my life more fully to your word.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 26, 2025

Tuesday of the Twenty-first Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters,
 that our reception among you was not without effect.
 Rather, after we had suffered and been insolently treated,
 as you know, in Philippi,
 we drew courage through our God
 to speak to you the Gospel of God with much struggle.
 Our exhortation was not from delusion or impure motives,
 nor did it work through deception.
 But as we were judged worthy by God to be entrusted with the Gospel,
 that is how we speak,
 not as trying to please men,
 but rather God, who judges our hearts.
 Nor, indeed, did we ever appear with flattering speech, as you know,
 or with a pretext for greed–God is witness–
 nor did we seek praise from men,
 either from you or from others,
 although we were able to impose our weight as Apostles of Christ.
 Rather, we were gentle among you,
 as a nursing mother cares for her children.
 With such affection for you, we were determined to share with you
 not only the Gospel of God, but our very selves as well,
 so dearly beloved had you become to us.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 139:1-3, 4-6

R. (1) You have searched me and you know me, Lord.

O LORD, you have probed me and you know me;
 you know when I sit and when I stand;
 you understand my thoughts from afar.
 My journeys and my rest you scrutinize,
 with all my ways you are familiar.

R. You have searched me and you know me, Lord.

Even before a word is on my tongue,
 behold, O LORD, you know the whole of it.
 Behind me and before, you hem me in
 and rest your hand upon me.
 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
 too lofty for me to attain.

R. You have searched me and you know me, Lord.

Alleluia

Hebrews 4:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The word of God is living and effective,
 able to discern reflections and thoughts of the heart.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 23:23-26

Jesus said:
 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites.
 You pay tithes of mint and dill and cummin,
 and have neglected the weightier things of the law:
 judgment and mercy and fidelity.
 But these you should have done, without neglecting the others.
 Blind guides, who strain out the gnat and swallow the camel!

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites.
 You cleanse the outside of cup and dish,
 but inside they are full of plunder and self-indulgence.
 Blind Pharisee, cleanse first the inside of the cup,
 so that the outside also may be clean.”


Reflection
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Tuesday (August 26):  Do Not Neglect Justice, Mercy and FaithMeditation: Do you allow any blind-spots to blur your vision of God's kingdom and his ways? Jesus went to the heart of the matter when he called the religious leaders of his day blind Pharisees and hypocrites ! A hypocrite is an actor or imposter who says one thing but does the opposite or who puts on an outward appearance of doing good while inwardly clinging to wrong attitudes, selfish desires and ambitions, or bad intentions. Many scribes and Pharisees had made it a regular practice to publicly put on a good show of outward zeal and piety with the intention of winning greater honors, privileges, and favors among the people. Jesus had a very good reason for severely rebuking the scribes and Pharisees, the religious teachers and leaders, for misleading people and neglecting the heart and essence of God's law - love of God and love of neighbor

What forms our outward practices and habits?
The scribes in particular devoted their whole lives to the study of God's law contained in the five books of Moses (Torah). As the religious experts of their day, they took great pride in their knowledge and outward observance of the commandments and precepts of the law of Moses. They further divided the 613 precepts of the Law of Moses into thousands of tiny rules and regulations. They were so exacting in their interpretations and in trying to live them out, that they had little time for much else. By the time they finished compiling their interpretations it took no less than fifty volumes to contain them! Jesus chastised them for neglecting the more important matters of religion, such as justice and the love of God. In their misguided zeal they had lost sight of God and of his purpose for the law.

God's law of love reveals what is truly important and necessary
Jesus used the example of tithing to show how far they had missed the mark. God had commanded a tithe of the first fruits of one's labor as an expression of thanksgiving and honor for his providential care for his people (Deuteronomy 14:22; Leviticus 27:30). The scribes, however, went to extreme lengths to tithe on insignificant things (such as tiny plants) with great mathematical accuracy. They were very attentive to minute matters of little importance, but they neglected to care for the needy and the weak. Jesus admonished them because their hearts were not right. They were filled with pride and contempt for others who were not like themselves. They put unnecessary burdens on others while neglecting to show charity, especially to the weak and the poor.

The scribes and Pharisees meticulously went through the outward observance of their religious duties and practices while forgetting the realities of God's intention and purpose for the law - his love and righteousness (justice and goodness). Jesus used a humorous example to show how out of proportion matters had gotten with them. Gnats were considered the smallest of insects and camels were considered the largest of animals in Palestine. Both were considered ritually impure. The scribes went to great lengths to avoid contact with gnats, even to the point of straining the wine cup with a fine cloth lest they accidentally swallowed a gnat. The stark contrast must have drawn chuckles as well as groans.

God's love shapes our minds and transforms our hearts and actions
What was the point of Jesus' humorous and important lesson? The essence of God's commandments is rooted in love - love of God and love of neighbor, righteousness (justice and goodness), and mercy. God is love and everything he does, including his justice and goodness, flows from his love for us. True love is costly and sacrificial - it both embraces and lifts the burdens of others. Do you allow the love of God to shape and transform the way you live your daily life - including the way you think of others, speak of them, and treat them?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your love and mercy that I may always think, speak, and treat others with fairness, loving-kindness, patience, and goodness.
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August 27, 2025

Memorial of Saint Monica

Reading 1

1 Thessalonians 2:9-13

You recall, brothers and sisters, our toil and drudgery.
 Working night and day in order not to burden any of you,
 we proclaimed to you the Gospel of God.
 You are witnesses, and so is God,
 how devoutly and justly and blamelessly
 we behaved toward you believers.
 As you know, we treated each one of you as a father treats his children,
 exhorting and encouraging you and insisting
 that you walk in a manner worthy of the God
 who calls you into his Kingdom and glory.

And for this reason we too give thanks to God unceasingly,
 that, in receiving the word of God from hearing us,
 you received it not as the word of men, but as it truly is, the word of God,
 which is now at work in you who believe.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab

R. (1) You have searched me and you know me, Lord.

Where can I go from your spirit?
 From your presence where can I flee?
 If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
 if I sink to the nether world, you are present there.

R. You have searched me and you know me, Lord.

If I take the wings of the dawn,
 if I settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
 Even there your hand shall guide me,
 and your right hand hold me fast.

R. You have searched me and you know me, Lord.

If I say, "Surely the darkness shall hide me,
 and night shall be my light"–
 For you darkness itself is not dark,
 and night shines as the day.

R. You have searched me and you know me, Lord.

Alleluia

1 John 2:5

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Whoever keeps the word of Christ,
 the love of God is truly perfected in him.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 23:27-32

Jesus said,
 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites.
 You are like whitewashed tombs, which appear beautiful on the outside,
 but inside are full of dead men's bones and every kind of filth.
 Even so, on the outside you appear righteous,
 but inside you are filled with hypocrisy and evildoing.

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites.
 You build the tombs of the prophets
 and adorn the memorials of the righteous,
 and you say, 'If we had lived in the days of our ancestors,
 we would not have joined them in shedding the prophets' blood.'
 Thus you bear witness against yourselves
 that you are the children of those who murdered the prophets;
 now fill up what your ancestors measured out!"

Memorial of Saint Monica

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women, #737-742.



Reading 1

Sirach 26:1-4, 13-16

Blessed the husband of a good wife,
 twice-lengthened are his days;
 A worthy wife brings joy to her husband,
 peaceful and full is his life.
 A good wife is a generous gift
 bestowed upon him who fears the LORD;
 Be he rich or poor, his heart is content,
 and a smile is ever on his face.

A gracious wife delights her husband,
 her thoughtfulness puts flesh on his bones;
 A gift from the LORD is her governed speech,
 and her firm virtue is of surpassing worth.
 Choicest of blessings is a modest wife,
 priceless her chaste soul.
 A holy and decent woman adds grace upon grace;
 indeed, no price is worthy of her temperate soul.
 Like the sun rising in the LORD's heavens,
 the beauty of a virtuous wife is the radiance of her home.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 131:1bcde, 2, 3

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

O LORD, my heart is not proud,
 nor are my eyes haughty;
 I busy not myself with great things,
 nor with things too sublime for me.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

Nay rather, I have stilled and quieted
 my soul like a weaned child.
 Like a weaned child on its mother's lap,
 so is my soul within me.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

O Israel, hope in the LORD,
 both now and forever.

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 7:11-17

Jesus journeyed to a city called Nain,
 and his disciples and a large crowd accompanied him.
 As he drew near to the gate of the city,
 a man who had died was being carried out,
 the only son of his mother, and she was a widow.
 A large crowd from the city was with her.
 When the Lord saw her,
 he was moved with pity for her and said to her,
 "Do not weep."
 He stepped forward and touched the coffin;
 at this the bearers halted,
 and he said, "Young man, I tell you, arise!"
 The dead man sat up and began to speak,
 and Jesus gave him to his mother.
 Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, exclaiming,
 "A great prophet has arisen in our midst,"
 and "God has visited his people."
 This report about him spread through the whole of Judea
 and in all the surrounding region.


Reflection
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Wednesday (August 27):  True Beauty and Goodness Come from WithinMeditation: How can you tell if someone is real or fake, genuine or counterfeit? Outward appearances can be deceptive. Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth (Isaiah 11:3-4). The heart reveals the true intentions and attitudes that form the way we think of others and treat them. Jesus used strong language to warn the religious leaders and teachers about the vanity of outward appearance and pretense - wearing a mask that hides the true intentions and thoughts of the heart. In Palestine tombs were often placed by the sides of roads. They were painted white which made them glisten in the midday sun, especially around the time of the great feasts, so that people would not accidentally touch them and incur ritual impurity.

True beauty and goodness come from within
Jesus equates true beauty and goodness with a clean heart and mind that is set on God and his way of love and goodness and sin with a corrupt mind and heart that is set on doing what is wrong and evil. Jesus issued a stern warning to the scribes and Pharisees not to condemn them but to call them to examine their hearts in the light of God's truth and holiness. Jesus called them hypocrites because their hearts were set on pleasing themselves rather than God. A hypocrite is an actor or imposter who says one thing but does the opposite or who puts on an outward appearance of doing good while inwardly clinging to wrong attitudes, selfish desires and ambitions, or bad intentions. Many scribes and Pharisees had made it a regular practice to publicly put on a good show of outward zeal and piety with the intention of winning greater honors, privileges, and favors among the people.

Sin is ugly because it corrupts heart and mind
Jesus warns that what truly corrupts a person is not external ritual impurity but the impurity of wrong and sinful attitudes that come from within a person's mind and heart - such as pride, greed, sloth, envy, hatred, gluttony, and lust - these are what produce sinful habits (vices) and ways of speaking, acting, judging, and treating others. That is why every good deed is beautiful in God's sight and every wrong or sinful deed is ugly in his sight. The scribes and Pharisees were intensely religious in their outward observances, but their outward show didn't match the inner reality of the state of their minds and hearts. They not only neglected the poor and the weak, but they were intolerant towards anyone who challenged their idea of religion. That is why so many of the prophets in past ages - who warned about tolerating evil desires and unjust behavior towards one's neighbor - were persecuted and even killed by their own rulers and people.

Jesus chastised the religious leaders for being double-minded and for demanding from others standards which they refused to satisfy. They professed admiration for the prophets who spoke God's word by building tombs in their honor. But their outward show of respect did not match their inward refusal to heed the prophets' warning to turn away from sinful attitudes and from neglecting to lead their people - through teaching and their own example - in God's way of love and holiness of life. They shut themselves to heaven and they hindered others from growing in the knowledge of God's truth and goodness. They rejected Jesus as their Messiah because their hearts were blinded and hardened to the voice of God.

The Holy Spirit renews the heart and mind
True beauty, goodness, and piety come from within - from a heart that is set on pleasing God and a mind that is set on hearing and obeying God's word. Jesus came to set us free from slavery to sin and harmful habits and addictions that lead us into wrong and sinful ways of thinking, acting, and relating to others. Only the humble of heart can receive from God true wisdom and understanding, pardon and healing. The Holy Spirit is ever ready to renew our minds and hearts and to lead us in God's way of love and holiness. Ask the Holy Spirit to purify your heart and mind and to fill you with the power of God's love and goodness.


Prayer: Lord Jesus, incline my heart to your wisdom and teach me your ways. Fill me with your Holy Spirit that I may love your ways and obey your word.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 28, 2025

Memorial of Saint Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Reading 1

1 Thessalonians 3:7-13

We have been reassured about you, brothers and sisters,
 in our every distress and affliction, through your faith.
 For we now live, if you stand firm in the Lord.

What thanksgiving, then, can we render to God for you,
 for all the joy we feel on your account before our God?
 Night and day we pray beyond measure to see you in person
 and to remedy the deficiencies of your faith.
 Now may God himself, our Father, and our Lord Jesus
 direct our way to you, and may the Lord make you increase
 and abound in love for one another and for all,
 just as we have for you,
 so as to strengthen your hearts,
 to be blameless in holiness before our God and Father
 at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his holy ones. Amen.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 and 17

R. (14) Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!

You turn man back to dust,
 saying, "Return, O children of men."
 For a thousand years in your sight
 are as yesterday, now that it is past,
 or as a watch of the night.

R. Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!

Teach us to number our days aright,
 that we may gain wisdom of heart.
 Return, O LORD! How long?
 Have pity on your servants!

R. Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!

Fill us at daybreak with your kindness,
 that we may shout for joy and gladness all our days.
 And may the gracious care of the LORD our God be ours;
 prosper the work of our hands for us!
 Prosper the work of our hands!

R. Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!

Alleluia

Matthew 24:42a, 44

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Stay awake!
 For you do not know when the Son of Man will come.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 24:42-51

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Stay awake!
 For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.
 Be sure of this: if the master of the house
 had known the hour of night when the thief was coming,
 he would have stayed awake
 and not let his house be broken into.
 So too, you also must be prepared,
 for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.

"Who, then, is the faithful and prudent servant,
 whom the master has put in charge of his household
 to distribute to them their food at the proper time?
 Blessed is that servant whom his master on his arrival finds doing so.
 Amen, I say to you, he will put him in charge of all his property.
 But if that wicked servant says to himself, 'My master is long delayed,'
 and begins to beat his fellow servants,
 and eat and drink with drunkards,
 the servant's master will come on an unexpected day
 and at an unknown hour and will punish him severely
 and assign him a place with the hypocrites,
 where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth."

Memorial of Saint Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724, or the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730.



Reading 1

1 John 4:7-16

Beloved, let us love one another,
 because love is of God;
 everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God.
 Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love.
 In this way the love of God was revealed to us:
 God sent his only-begotten Son into the world
 so that we might have life through him.
 In this is love:
 not that we have loved God, but that he loved us
 and sent his Son as expiation for our sins.
 Beloved, if God so loved us,
 we also must love one another.
 No one has ever seen God.
 Yet, if we love one another, God remains in us,
 and his love is brought to perfection in us.

This is how we know that we remain in him and he in us,
 that he has given us of his Spirit.
 Moreover, we have seen and testify
 that the Father sent his Son as savior of the world.
 Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God,
 God remains in him and he in God.
 We have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us.

God is love, and whoever remains in love
 remains in God and God in him.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14

R. (12) Lord, teach me your statutes.

How shall a young man be faultless in his way?
 By keeping to your words.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

With all my heart I seek you;
 let me not stray from your commands.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Within my heart I treasure your promise,
 that I may not sin against you.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Blessed are you, O LORD;
 teach me your statutes.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

With my lips I declare
 all the ordinances of your mouth.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

In the way of your decrees I rejoice,
 as much as in all riches.

R. Lord, teach me your statutes.

Alleluia

Matthew 23:9b, 10b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

You have but one Father, in heaven;
 you have but one master, the Christ.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 23:8-12

Jesus spoke to his disciples:
 "Do not be called 'Rabbi.'
 You have but one teacher, and you are all brothers.
 Call no one on earth your father;
 you have but one Father in heaven.
 Do not be called 'Master';
 you have but one master, the Christ.
 The greatest among you must be your servant.
 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled;
 but whoever humbles himself will be exalted."

Reflection
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Thursday (August 28):  Are You Ready to Meet the Lord?Meditation: Has your community or town ever participated in a grand homecoming party for a celebrated hero or champion who courageously and selflessly risked all to serve their people and nation - who risked great odds to protect people from harm and who achieved great victory over an enemy bent on destroying their land and freedom? The Lord Jesus promises us a great victory celebration when he returns again to put down his enemies and to establish his everlasting kingdom of peace, joy, and righteousness. That day when the Lord Jesus returns will be joy and peace for those who are prepared to meet him - but grief and sorrow for those who did not accept him as Lord and ruler of all.

Jesus will return to establish his everlasting kingdom
Jesus' first coming was a rescue mission - he was sent by the eternal Father in heaven to save us from the tyranny of sin, Satan, and death. Jesus' sacrificial death on the cross and his triumphant victory over the grave won pardon for us and reconciliation with our heavenly Father, and the promise of everlasting life and joy in his kingdom. The Lord Jesus told his disciples on a number of occasions that he would return again at the end of this present age - not simply to rescue us again from our enemies - but as a victor King and Lord who will vindicate all who have believed in him - by releasing us from the curse of death and condemnation and restoring for us the plan he had from the beginning of creation - a new heavens and earth for a people perfectly united with God in peace, joy, and harmony forever. This is the background to Jesus story (parable) about the householder and the thief in the night (Matthew 24:42-51). When the Lord Jesus returns, he doesn't want to find us flirting with the enemy or worse joining forces with enemies who are opposed to God and his kingdom.

Don't let Satan rob you of your heavenly treasure
What does Jesus' parable of the thief in the night teach us about God's kingdom? If you knew that a thief was prowling about and trying to strike your home and threaten your life, wouldn't you seek to protect yourself from harm's way? Jesus' parable of the thief in the night brings home the necessity for watchfulness and being on guard to avert the danger of plunder and destruction, especially under the cover of darkness and secrecy! While no thief would announce his intention in advance, nor the time when he would strike, lack of vigilance would nonetheless invite disaster for those who are unprepared to keep their treasure and their lives secure at all times! The intruder strikes when he is least expected!

Our adversary the devil seeks to rob us of the treasure which the Lord freely offers us. What is the treasure which the Lord Jesus wants us to guard lest we lose it? It is the treasure of a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus himself - who is our greatest gift and portion in this life. The Scriptures remind us that there is no greater treasure on earth or in heaven than the Lord himself (Psalm 16:5,11, Job 22:25-26, and Philippians 3:8):
"Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing upon earth that I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion for ever" (Psalm 73:25-26).
The Lord Jesus chooses to come and dwell in our hearts through the gift and working of his Holy Spirit. He knocks at the door of our heart and invites us to let him enter (Revelation 3:21). Are you ready to meet the Lord - each and every day?

Be ready to give your account to the Lord Jesus
Jesus ends his teaching on watchfulness and vigilance with another parable about a master and his servants (Matthew 24:.45-49). The storyline is similar. There is an element of surprise - the master suddenly returns home unexpectedly, probably from a long journey. He rewards the dutiful servant for his faithfulness to his master. He has performed his service with diligence and has done all that the master required of him. The master punishes the other servant who behaved wickedly. This servant was not only irresponsible - he was frequently absent from work and spent his master's money by throwing endless parties with his friends. The wicked servant also abused his fellow workers with physical force and violence - probably to make them do the work he was supposed to do for his master. The master not only throws him out of his house, he fires him from his job! He also throws him into the worst possible place - a prison of no return where there is nothing but torment and misery.

Should we be surprised to see the master acting with such swift judgment? After all he is only giving back what they have given to him. The master rewards the faithful servant with honor, promotion, and friendship, and he punishes the unfaithful servant - who stole from his master and used his position to abuse others - by removing him from his position of trust with the master and by throwing him into prison for robbing the master and mistreating his fellow servants. The Lord has entrusted each of us with his gifts and grace - the grace to love God with faithfulness, trust, and obedience - and the grace to love our neighbor as our self. Do you love faithfulness?

Always be prepared for your homecoming
The Lord Jesus calls us to be vigilant in watching for his return and to be ready to meet him when he calls us to himself. The Lord gives us his Holy Spirit so that we may have the wisdom, help, and strength we need to turn away from sin to embrace God's way of love, justice, and holiness. The Lord's warning of judgment causes dismay for those who are unprepared, but it brings joyful hope to those who eagerly wait for his return in glory. God's judgment is good news for those who are ready to meet him. Their reward is God himself, the source of all truth, beauty, goodness, love and everlasting life.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you have captured my heart and it is yours. Take my life and all that I possess that I may have you alone as my treasure and joy. Make me strong in faith, steadfast in hope, and generous in love that I may seek to please you in all things and bring you glory.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 29, 2025

Memorial of the Passion of Saint John the Baptist

Reading 1

1 Thessalonians 4:1-8

Brothers and sisters,
 we earnestly ask and exhort you in the Lord Jesus that,
 as you received from us
 how you should conduct yourselves to please God–
 and as you are conducting yourselves–
 you do so even more.
 For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

This is the will of God, your holiness:
 that you refrain from immorality,
 that each of you know how to acquire a wife for himself
 in holiness and honor, not in lustful passion
 as do the Gentiles who do not know God;
 not to take advantage of or exploit a brother or sister in this matter,
 for the Lord is an avenger in all these things,
 as we told you before and solemnly affirmed.
 For God did not call us to impurity but to holiness.
 Therefore, whoever disregards this,
 disregards not a human being but God,
 who also gives his Holy Spirit to you.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12

R. (12a) Rejoice in the Lord, you just!

The LORD is king; let the earth rejoice;
 let the many isles be glad.
 Justice and judgment are the foundation of his throne.

R. Rejoice in the Lord, you just!

The mountains melt like wax before the LORD,
 before the LORD of all the earth.
 The heavens proclaim his justice,
 and all peoples see his glory.

R. Rejoice in the Lord, you just!

The LORD loves those who hate evil;
 he guards the lives of his faithful ones;
 from the hand of the wicked he delivers them.

R. Rejoice in the Lord, you just!

Light dawns for the just;
 and gladness, for the upright of heart.
 Be glad in the LORD, you just,
 and give thanks to his holy name.

R. Rejoice in the Lord, you just!

Alleluia

Matthew 5:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 6:17-29

Herod was the one who had John the Baptist arrested and bound in prison
 on account of Herodias,
 the wife of his brother Philip, whom he had married.
 John had said to Herod,
 “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”
 Herodias harbored a grudge against him
 and wanted to kill him but was unable to do so.
 Herod feared John, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man,
 and kept him in custody.
 When he heard him speak he was very much perplexed,
 yet he liked to listen to him.
 She had an opportunity one day when Herod, on his birthday,
 gave a banquet for his courtiers,
 his military officers, and the leading men of Galilee.
 Herodias’ own daughter came in
 and performed a dance that delighted Herod and his guests.
 The king said to the girl,
 “Ask of me whatever you wish and I will grant it to you.”
 He even swore many things to her,
 “I will grant you whatever you ask of me,
 even to half of my kingdom.”
 She went out and said to her mother,
 “What shall I ask for?”
 She replied, “The head of John the Baptist.”
 The girl hurried back to the king’s presence and made her request,
 “I want you to give me at once
 on a platter the head of John the Baptist.”
 The king was deeply distressed,
 but because of his oaths and the guests
 he did not wish to break his word to her.
 So he promptly dispatched an executioner with orders
 to bring back his head.
 He went off and beheaded him in the prison.
 He brought in the head on a platter and gave it to the girl.
 The girl in turn gave it to her mother.
 When his disciples heard about it,
 they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.

Memorial of the Passion of Saint John the Baptist

The Gospel for this memorial is proper. The first reading may be taken from the weekday or from the reading found below.

Reading 1

Jeremiah 1:17-19

The word of the LORD came to me thus:
 Gird your loins;
 stand up and tell them
 all that I command you.
 Be not crushed on their account,
 as though I would leave you crushed before them;
 For it is I this day
 who have made you a fortified city,
 A pillar of iron, a wall of brass,
 against the whole land:
 Against Judah's kings and princes,
 against its priests and people.
 They will fight against you, but not prevail over you,
 for I am with you to deliver you, says the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15ab and 17

R. (see 15ab) I will sing your salvation.

In you, O LORD, I take refuge;
 let me never be put to shame.
 In your justice rescue me, and deliver me;
 incline your ear to me, and save me.

R. I will sing your salvation.

Be my rock of refuge,
 a stronghold to give me safety,
 for you are my rock and my fortress.
 O my God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked.

R. I will sing your salvation.

For you are my hope, O LORD;
 my trust, O God, from my youth.
 On you I depend from birth;
 from my mother's womb you are my strength.

R. I will sing your salvation.

My mouth shall declare your justice,
 day by day your salvation.
 O God, you have taught me from my youth,
 and till the present I proclaim your wondrous deeds.

R. I will sing your salvation.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:10

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 6:17-29

Herod was the one who had John the Baptist arrested and bound in prison
 on account of Herodias,
 the wife of his brother Philip, whom he had married.
 John had said to Herod,
 "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife."
 Herodias harbored a grudge against him
 and wanted to kill him but was unable to do so.
 Herod feared John, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man,
 and kept him in custody.
 When he heard him speak he was very much perplexed,
 yet he liked to listen to him.
 She had an opportunity one day when Herod, on his birthday,
 gave a banquet for his courtiers,
 his military officers, and the leading men of Galilee.
 Herodias' own daughter came in
 and performed a dance that delighted Herod and his guests.
 The king said to the girl,
 "Ask of me whatever you wish and I will grant it to you."
 He even swore many things to her,
 "I will grant you whatever you ask of me,
 even to half of my kingdom."
 She went out and said to her mother,
 "What shall I ask for?"
 She replied, "The head of John the Baptist."
 The girl hurried back to the king's presence and made her request,
 "I want you to give me at once
 on a platter the head of John the Baptist."
 The king was deeply distressed,
 but because of his oaths and the guests
 he did not wish to break his word to her.
 So he promptly dispatched an executioner with orders
 to bring back his head.
 He went off and beheaded him in the prison.
 He brought in the head on a platter and gave it to the girl.
 The girl in turn gave it to her mother.
 When his disciples heard about it,
 they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.

Reflection
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Friday (August 29):  The Foolish Will Miss Heaven's Wedding FeastMeditation: Are you missing out on what's most important in life? Being unprepared can lead to unnecessary trouble and even disaster! What good is a life-jacket left on the shore when the boat is sinking? Jesus' story of ten single ladies waiting for a wedding procession in the middle of the night seems strange to most westerners today. But Jesus' audience knew all too well how easily this could happen to them.

Don't miss the most important engagement of all
Wedding customs in ancient Palestine required extra vigilance and preparation for everyone involved. (Some near eastern villages still follow this custom.) The bride and groom did not go away for their honeymoon, but celebrated for a whole week with their family and friends. It was the custom for the groom, in company with his friends, to come at his discretion and get his bride and bring her to their new home. They would take the longest route possible so that many villagers along the way could join in the wedding procession. Once they arrived and closed the doors, no one else could be admitted. If the groom decided to come and bring his bride at night, then lights were required by necessity to guide the travelers through the dark and narrow streets. No one was allowed on the village streets at night without a lamp!

To show up for a wedding party without proper attire and travel arrangements is like trying to get into a special event today that requires a prearranged permit or reservation. You just don't get in without the proper pass. Can you imagine the frustration travelers might experience when going abroad and finding out that they can't get into some country because they don't have the right visa or a valid passport.

The consequences of being unprepared to meet the Lord
Jesus warns us that there are consequences for being unprepared. There are certain things you cannot obtain at the last moment. For example, students cannot prepare for their exams when the day of testing is already upon them. A person cannot get the right kind of character, strength, and skill required for a task at hand unless they already possess it, such as a captain with courage and nautical skills who must steer a ship through a dangerous storm at sea.

When the Lord Jesus comes to lead you to his heavenly banquet will you be ready to hear his voice and follow? Our eternal welfare depends on our hearing, and many have trained themselves to not hear. We will not be prepared to meet the Lord, face to face, when he calls us on the day of judgment, unless we listen to him today. The Lord invites us to feast at his heavenly banquet table. Are you ready?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, make me vigilant and attentive to your voice that I may heed your call at all times. May I find joy in your presence and delight in doing your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


August 30, 2025

Saturday of the Twenty-first Week in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

1 Thessalonians 4:9-11

Brothers and sisters:
 On the subject of fraternal charity
 you have no need for anyone to write you,
 for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another.
 Indeed, you do this for all the brothers throughout Macedonia.
 Nevertheless we urge you, brothers and sisters, to progress even more,
 and to aspire to live a tranquil life,
 to mind your own affairs,
 and to work with your own hands,
 as we instructed you.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 98:1, 7-8, 9

R. (9) The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.

Sing to the LORD a new song,
 for he has done wondrous deeds;
 His right hand has won victory for him,
 his holy arm.

R. The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.

Let the sea and what fills it resound,
 the world and those who dwell in it;
 Let the rivers clap their hands,
 the mountains shout with them for joy.

R. The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.

Before the LORD, for he comes,
 for he comes to rule the earth;
 He will rule the world with justice
 and the peoples with equity.

R. The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.

Alleluia

John 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 25:14-30

Jesus told his disciples this parable:
 "A man going on a journey
 called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them.
 To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one–
 to each according to his ability.
 Then he went away.
 Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them,
 and made another five.
 Likewise, the one who received two made another two.
 But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground
 and buried his master's money.
 After a long time
 the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with them.
 The one who had received five talents
 came forward bringing the additional five.
 He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents.
 See, I have made five more.'
 His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.
 Since you were faithful in small matters,
 I will give you great responsibilities.
 Come, share your master's joy.'
 Then the one who had received two talents also came forward and said,
 'Master, you gave me two talents.
 See, I have made two more.'
 His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.
 Since you were faithful in small matters,
 I will give you great responsibilities.
 Come, share your master's joy.'
 Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said,
 'Master, I knew you were a demanding person,
 harvesting where you did not plant
 and gathering where you did not scatter;
 so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground.
 Here it is back.'
 His master said to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant!
 So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant
 and gather where I did not scatter?
 Should you not then have put my money in the bank
 so that I could have got it back with interest on my return?
 Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten.
 For to everyone who has,
 more will be given and he will grow rich;
 but from the one who has not,
 even what he has will be taken away.
 And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside,
 where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.'"


Reflection
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Saturday (August 30):  The Master Will Settle His Account with ThemMeditation: What can economics and productivity teach us about the kingdom of heaven? Jesus' story about a businessman who leaves town and entrusts his money with his workers made perfect sense to his audience. Wealthy merchants and businessmen often had to travel abroad and leave the business to others to handle while they were gone.

Why did Jesus tell this story and what can it teach us? Most importantly it tells us something about how God deals with us, his disciples and servants. The parable speaks first of the Master's trust in his servants. While he goes away he leaves them with his money to use as they think best. While there were no strings attached, this was obviously a test to see if the Master's workers would be industrious and reliable in their use of the money entrusted to them. The master rewards those who are industrious and faithful and he punishes those who sit by idly and who do nothing with his money.

The essence of the parable seems to lie in the servants' conception of responsibility. Each servant entrusted with the master's money was faithful up to a certain point. The servant who buried the master's money was irresponsible. One can bury seeds in the ground and expect them to become productive because they obey natural laws. Coins, however, do not obey natural laws. They obey economic laws and become productive in circulation. The master expected his servants to be productive in the use of his money.

God rewards those who use their gifts for serving him and the good of others
What do coins and the law of economics have to do with the kingdom of God? The Lord entrusts the subjects of his kingdom with gifts and graces and he gives his subjects the freedom to use them as they think best. With each gift and talent, God gives sufficient means (grace and wisdom) for using them in a fitting way. As the parable of the talents shows, God abhors indifference and an attitude that says it's not worth trying. God honors those who use their talents and gifts for doing good. Those who are faithful with even a little are entrusted with more! But those who neglect or squander what God has entrusted to them will lose what they have.

There is an important lesson here for us. No one can stand still for long in the Christian life. We either get more or we lose what we have. We either advance towards God or we slip back. Do you seek to serve God with the gifts, talents, and graces he has given to you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, be the ruler of my heart and thoughts, be the king of my home and relationships, and be the master of my work and service. Help me to make good use of the gifts, talents, time, and resources you give me for your glory and your kingdom.
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August 31, 2025

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1

Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29

My child, conduct your affairs with humility,
 and you will be loved more than a giver of gifts.
 Humble yourself the more, the greater you are,
 and you will find favor with God.
 What is too sublime for you, seek not,
 into things beyond your strength search not.
 The mind of a sage appreciates proverbs,
 and an attentive ear is the joy of the wise.
 Water quenches a flaming fire,
 and alms atone for sins.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11

R. (cf. 11b) God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.

The just rejoice and exult before God;
 they are glad and rejoice.
 Sing to God, chant praise to his name;
 whose name is the LORD.

R. God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.

The father of orphans and the defender of widows
 is God in his holy dwelling.
 God gives a home to the forsaken;
 he leads forth prisoners to prosperity.

R. God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.

A bountiful rain you showered down, O God, upon your inheritance;
 you restored the land when it languished;
 your flock settled in it;
 in your goodness, O God, you provided it for the needy.

R. God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.

Reading 2

Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a

Brothers and sisters:
 You have not approached that which could be touched
 and a blazing fire and gloomy darkness
 and storm and a trumpet blast
 and a voice speaking words such that those who heard
 begged that no message be further addressed to them.
 No, you have approached Mount Zion
 and the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
 and countless angels in festal gathering,
 and the assembly of the firstborn enrolled in heaven,
 and God the judge of all,
 and the spirits of the just made perfect,
 and Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant,
 and the sprinkled blood that speaks more eloquently than that of Abel.

Alleluia

Matthew 11:29ab

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Take my yoke upon you, says the Lord,
 and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 14:1, 7-14

On a sabbath Jesus went to dine
 at the home of one of the leading Pharisees,
 and the people there were observing him carefully.

He told a parable to those who had been invited,
 noticing how they were choosing the places of honor at the table.
 "When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet,
 do not recline at table in the place of honor.
 A more distinguished guest than you may have been invited by him,
 and the host who invited both of you may approach you and say,
 'Give your place to this man,'
 and then you would proceed with embarrassment
 to take the lowest place.
 Rather, when you are invited,
 go and take the lowest place
 so that when the host comes to you he may say,
 'My friend, move up to a higher position.'
 Then you will enjoy the esteem of your companions at the table.
 For every one who exalts himself will be humbled,
 but the one who humbles himself will be exalted."
 Then he said to the host who invited him,
 "When you hold a lunch or a dinner,
 do not invite your friends or your brothers
 or your relatives or your wealthy neighbors,
 in case they may invite you back and you have repayment.
 Rather, when you hold a banquet,
 invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind;
 blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you.
 For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."


Reflection
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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  Cycle C 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29 

 
 In older Catholic Bibles, this book is listed as Ecclesiasticus, meaning Church Book. It received this name from the fact that, after the Psalms, it was the book most used in the liturgy; in fact, in the early Church it was a kind of official catechism used in the catechumenate. The author of the book is Jesus, the son of Eleazar, of the house of Sirach. His home was Jerusalem, his profession that of a teacher of wisdom. From his youth he had been an ardent student of the Sacred Books of his people. Although he belonged to what might be called the conservative party among the Jews of his time, and clung with every fiber of his heart to the Law of Moses and the teachings of the prophets of Israel, he was not unfamiliar with Greek thought and life. This was to be expected because he had traveled extensively, not only in Palestine, but far beyond its limits. He describes his education at home and abroad in Sirach 39:1-13. Jesus Ben Sirach wrote his book during the first decades of the 2nd century before Christ, probably not earlier than 187 B.C. and not later than 171 B.C.. During this period the Jewish nation and the Jewish religion were threatened with extinction. A life and death struggle was waging between the Hellenistic culture predominant in Syria and Egypt and the old religion of the Israelites. Greek manners, customs, philosophy and religion, which were so utterly opposed to the true religion revealed by God to His chosen people, were taking root in the Holy City itself. It was a critical time for the faithful worshipers of Yahweh. Every Jew was called upon to choose between the old and the new, the spirit of Moses and the Prophets, and the spirit of Hellenistic heathenism. Jesus Ben Sirach had long since made his choice. To justify that choice before his countrymen and to instill into them a thorough knowledge and love of their glorious heritage – this was the purpose of this book. Today, our reading gives us a lesson in humility. 17    My son [child], conduct your affairs with humility, and you will be loved more than a giver of gifts. Be conscious of your limitations and your true position before God as a creature and sinner. 18    Humble yourself the more, the greater you are, and you will find favor with God. 1    The high and mighty have a greater need to be humble than the lowly and weak. 20    What is too sublime for you, seek not, into things beyond your strength search not. 28    The mind of a sage appreciates proverbs, and an attentive ear is the wise mans joy. The author includes himself here. Faithful disciples are a joy to the master. 29    Water quenches a flaming fire, and alms atone for sins. 

 

2nd Reading - Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24 

 
 Today we end our study of the Book of Hebrews. Having heard last week about how we are to live out our faith and Gods treatment of His sons, today we hear a contrast between the assembly of Israel when the Old Covenant was made and that of those who have entered into the New. 18    You have not approached that which could be touched and a blazing fire and gloomy darkness and storm 19 and a trumpet blast and a voice speaking words such that those who heard begged that no message be further addressed to them. This scene is on earth and the awesome circumstances recounted are taken from Exodus 19:12-14, 16-19; 20:18-21, and Moses words in Deuteronomy 4:11f. 22    No, you have approached Mount Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, See Galatians 4:26, Revelation 21:2. The assembly of the people of the New Covenant is not on this earth, but in the heavenly sanctuary. The author is speaking to those who are still on the journey to the final reward. Since they already possess the benefits of Jesus sacrifice, he can speak of them as having already arrived. This assumes that they have been living the life of Christ and will continue to do so as we learned last week. and countless angels in festal gathering, 23 and the assembly of the firstborn enrolled in heaven, These may be the angels just mentioned or the entire assembly of the Christian faithful. and God the judge of all, and the spirits of the just made perfect, The saints of the Old Testament. See Hebrews 11:40. 24    and Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and the sprinkled blood that speaks 2    more eloquently than that of Abel. This recalls the slaying of Abel by Cain and Gods conversation with Cain immediately afterward. Read Genesis 4:10. 

 

Gospel - Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 
 In todays reading Jesus uses the occasion of a meal and the attendant social etiquette to teach – not about good manners at table, but about the Kingdom. Attendance at the heavenly banquet depends upon an invitation from God. God invites those who recognize their lowliness and their need of salvation. 14:1 On a sabbath he went to dine at the home of one of the leading Pharisees, and the people there were observing him carefully. 7 He told a parable to those who had been invited, noticing how they were choosing the places of honor at the table. 8 When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not recline at table in the place of honor. A more distinguished guest than you may have been invited by him, 9 and the host who invited both of you may approach you and say, Give your place to this man, and then you would proceed with embarrassment to take the lowest place. 10 Rather, when you are invited, go and take the lowest place so that when the host comes to you he may say, My friend, move up to a higher position. Then you will enjoy the esteem of your companions at the table. 11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, God will not be fooled by ones self-promotion. but the one who humbles himself will be exalted. 12 Then he said to the host who invited him, When you hold a lunch or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or your wealthy neighbors, in case they may invite you back and you have repayment. 13 Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; In Jesus and Lukes time both Jewish and Greco-Roman society spurned the unfortunate people. 14    blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you. The Greco-Roman ethic was one of reciprocity; where friends come to one anothers aid in the hope that when they are down on their luck their friend will come to their aid. In Lukes communities people from all different walks of life and from different nations are friends because they have all things in common. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. 3    This reading makes it clear that the righteous to be repaid at the resurrection are those who have shared the food of life with the disadvantaged. 
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Sunday (August 31):  He Who Exalts Himself Will Be HumbledMeditation: Who wants to be last? Isn't it only natural to desire respect and esteem from others? Jesus' parable of the guests invited to the marriage feast probes our motives for seeking honor and position. Self-promotion is most often achieved at the expense of others! Jesus' parable reinforces the teaching of Proverbs: Do not put yourself forward in the king's presence or stand in the place of the great; for it is better to be told, "Come up here," than to be put lower in the presence of the prince (Proverbs 25:6-7).

True humility frees us to be our true selves as God sees us
What is true humility and why should we make it a characteristic mark of our life and action? True humility is not feeling bad about yourself, or having a low opinion of yourself, or thinking of yourself as inferior to others. True humility frees us from preoccupation with ourselves, whereas a low self-opinion tends to focus our attention on ourselves. Humility is truth in self-understanding and truth in action. Viewing ourselves truthfully, with sober judgment, means seeing ourselves the way God sees us (Psalm 139:1-4). A humble person makes a realistic assessment of himself or herself without illusion or pretense to be something he or she is not. The humble regard themselves neither smaller nor larger than they truly are.

True humility frees us to be our true selves and to avoid despair and pride. A humble person does not have to wear a mask or put on a facade in order to look good to others, especially to those who are not really familiar with that person. The humble are not swayed by accidentals, such as fame, reputation, success, or failure.

True humility frees us to love and serve selflessly for the good of others
Humility is the queen or foundation of all the other virtues because it enables us to view and judge ourselves correctly, the way God sees us. Humility leads to true self-knowledge, honesty, realism, strength, and dedication to give ourselves to something greater than ourselves. Humility frees us to love and serve others selflessly, for their sake, rather than our own. Paul the Apostles, gives us the greatest example and model of humility in the person of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, ...who humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:7-8). The Lord Jesus gives grace to those who seek him humbly. Do you want to be a servant as Jesus served?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you became a servant for my sake to set me free from the tyranny of sin, selfishness, and conceit. Help me to be humble as you are humble and to love freely and graciously all whom you call me to serve.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
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