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April 1, 2026

Wednesday of Holy Week

Reading I

Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord GOD has given me
 a well-trained tongue,
 That I might know how to speak to the weary
 a word that will rouse them.
 Morning after morning
 he opens my ear that I may hear;
 And I have not rebelled,
 have not turned back.
 I gave my back to those who beat me,
 my cheeks to those who plucked my beard;
 My face I did not shield
 from buffets and spitting.

The Lord GOD is my help,
 therefore I am not disgraced;
 I have set my face like flint,
 knowing that I shall not be put to shame.
 He is near who upholds my right;
 if anyone wishes to oppose me,
 let us appear together.
 Who disputes my right?
 Let him confront me.
 See, the Lord GOD is my help;
 who will prove me wrong?

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34

R. (14c) Lord, in your great love, answer me.

For your sake I bear insult,
 and shame covers my face.
 I have become an outcast to my brothers,
 a stranger to my mother’s sons,
 because zeal for your house consumes me,
 and the insults of those who blaspheme you fall upon me.

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.

Insult has broken my heart, and I am weak,
 I looked for sympathy, but there was none;
 for consolers, not one could I find.
 Rather they put gall in my food,
 and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.

I will praise the name of God in song,
 and I will glorify him with thanksgiving:
 “See, you lowly ones, and be glad;
 you who seek God, may your hearts revive!
 For the LORD hears the poor,
 and his own who are in bonds he spurns not.”

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.

Verse Before the Gospel

Hail to you, our King;
 you alone are compassionate with our errors.

Or

Hail to you, our King, obedient to the Father;
 you were led to your crucifixion like a gentle lamb to the slaughter.



Gospel

Matthew 26:14-25

One of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot,
 went to the chief priests and said,
 “What are you willing to give me
 if I hand him over to you?”
 They paid him thirty pieces of silver,
 and from that time on he looked for an opportunity to hand him over.

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread,
 the disciples approached Jesus and said,
 “Where do you want us to prepare
 for you to eat the Passover?”
 He said,
 “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him,
 ‘The teacher says, "My appointed time draws near;
 in your house I shall celebrate the Passover with my disciples.”‘“
 The disciples then did as Jesus had ordered,
 and prepared the Passover.

When it was evening,
 he reclined at table with the Twelve.
 And while they were eating, he said,
 “Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me.”
 Deeply distressed at this,
 they began to say to him one after another,
 “Surely it is not I, Lord?”
 He said in reply,
 “He who has dipped his hand into the dish with me
 is the one who will betray me.
 The Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written of him,
 but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed.
 It would be better for that man if he had never been born.”
 Then Judas, his betrayer, said in reply,
 “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?”
 He answered, “You have said so.”

Reflection
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Wednesday (April 1):  The Tragedy of the BetrayalMeditation: Why did Judas betray his Master? Was his treachery motivated by greed, bitter disappointment with Jesus, or hatred because of disillusionment? It may be that Judas never intended for his Master to die. Maybe he thought Jesus was proceeding too slowly and not acting aggressively enough in setting up his messianic kingdom. Perhaps Judas wanted to force Jesus' hand by compelling him to act. Nonetheless, his tragedy was his refusal to accept Jesus as he was.

The power of greed can only be overcome with the power of Christ's love poured out for us
Origen (185-254 AD), a bible scholar and early church father, comments on Judas' betrayal: "Let us consider what Judas said to the Jewish priests: What will you give me if I hand him over to you? He was willing to take money in exchange for handing over the Word of God. They do the same thing who accept sensual or worldly goods in exchange for handing over and casting out from their souls the Savior and Word of truth who came to dwell with them. Indeed, it would be fitting to apply Judas's example to all who show contempt for the Word of God and betray him, as it were, by committing sin for the sake of money or for any selfish motive. People who behave in this way appear openly to be calling out to the powers of the enemy who offer worldly gain in return for the sin of betraying God's Word, saying, What will you give me if I hand him over to you? And they gave him thirty pieces of silver.

The number of coins they gave Judas was equivalent to the number of years the Savior had sojourned in this world. For at the age of thirty, he was baptized and began to preach the gospel, like Joseph was thirty years old when he began to gather grain for his brothers (Genesis 41:46). Just as at that time the grain was prepared by God for the sons of Israel but given also to the Egyptians, so also the gospel was prepared for the saints but preached also to the unfaithful and wicked." ( Commentary on Matthew 78 .)

The Lord will test our hearts to show us where we need his love and strength to do his will
Jesus knew beforehand what would befall him. As Jesus ate his last supper meal with his twelve apostles he put them under trial and suspicion ( one of you will betray me ) to teach them to examine themselves rightly, lest they be high-minded and think themselves more strong than they were. We, also must examine ourselves in the light of God's truth and grace and ask him to strengthen us in faith, hope, and love that we may not fail him or forsake him when we are tempted. Do you pray with confidence in the words Jesus gave us to pray: Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil (Matthew 6:13)?

Prayer: God our Father, we are exceedingly frail and indisposed to every virtuous and gallant undertaking. Strengthen our weakness, we beseech you, that we may do valiantly in this spiritual war; help us against our own negligence and cowardice, and defend us from the treachery of our unfaithful hearts; for Jesus Christ's sake. (Prayer of Thomas a Kempis)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 2, 2026

Holy Thursday - Chrism Mass

Holy Thursday-Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Reading I

Isaiah 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
 because the LORD has anointed me;
 He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly,
 to heal the brokenhearted,
 To proclaim liberty to the captives
 and release to the prisoners,
 To announce a year of favor from the LORD
 and a day of vindication by our God,
 to comfort all who mourn;
 To place on those who mourn in Zion
 a diadem instead of ashes,
 To give them oil of gladness in place of mourning,
 a glorious mantle instead of a listless spirit.

You yourselves shall be named priests of the LORD,
 ministers of our God shall you be called.

I will give them their recompense faithfully,
 a lasting covenant I will make with them.
 Their descendants shall be renowned among the nations,
 and their offspring among the peoples;
 All who see them shall acknowledge them
 as a race the LORD has blessed.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 89:21-22, 25 and 27

R. (2) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

“I have found David, my servant;
 with my holy oil I have anointed him.
 That my hand may always be with him;
 and that my arm may make him strong.”

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

“My faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him;
 and through my name shall his horn be exalted.
 He shall say of me, ‘You are my father,
 my God, the Rock, my savior!’“

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Reading II

Revelation 1:5-8

[Grace to you and peace] from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness,
 the firstborn of the dead and ruler of the kings of the earth.
 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his Blood,
 who has made us into a Kingdom, priests for his God and Father,
 to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.

Behold, he is coming amid the clouds,
 and every eye will see him,
 even those who pierced him.
 All the peoples of the earth will lament him.
 Yes. Amen.

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God,
 “the one who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

Verse Before the Gospel

Isaiah 61:1 (cited in Luke 4:18)

The Spirit of the LORD is upon me;
 for he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor.

Gospel

Luke 4:16-21

Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had grown up,
 and went according to his custom
 into the synagogue on the sabbath day.
 He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah.
 He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written:

 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
 because he has anointed me
 to bring glad tidings to the poor.
 He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives
 and recovery of sight to the blind,
 to let the oppressed go free,
 and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.

Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down,
 and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at him.
 He said to them,
 “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Holy Thursday-Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Reading I

Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt,
 “This month shall stand at the head of your calendar;
 you shall reckon it the first month of the year.
 Tell the whole community of Israel:
 On the tenth of this month every one of your families
 must procure for itself a lamb, one apiece for each household.
 If a family is too small for a whole lamb,
 it shall join the nearest household in procuring one
 and shall share in the lamb
 in proportion to the number of persons who partake of it.
 The lamb must be a year-old male and without blemish.
 You may take it from either the sheep or the goats.
 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month,
 and then, with the whole assembly of Israel present,
 it shall be slaughtered during the evening twilight.
 They shall take some of its blood
 and apply it to the two doorposts and the lintel
 of every house in which they partake of the lamb.
 That same night they shall eat its roasted flesh
 with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.

“This is how you are to eat it:
 with your loins girt, sandals on your feet and your staff in hand,
 you shall eat like those who are in flight.
 It is the Passover of the LORD.
 For on this same night I will go through Egypt,
 striking down every firstborn of the land, both man and beast,
 and executing judgment on all the gods of Egypt—I, the LORD!
 But the blood will mark the houses where you are.
 Seeing the blood, I will pass over you;
 thus, when I strike the land of Egypt,
 no destructive blow will come upon you.

“This day shall be a memorial feast for you,
 which all your generations shall celebrate
 with pilgrimage to the LORD, as a perpetual institution.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18.

R. (cf. 1 Cor 10:16) Our blessing-cup is a communion with the Blood of Christ.

How shall I make a return to the LORD
 for all the good he has done for me?
 The cup of salvation I will take up,
 and I will call upon the name of the LORD.

R. Our blessing-cup is a communion with the Blood of Christ.

Precious in the eyes of the LORD
 is the death of his faithful ones.
 I am your servant, the son of your handmaid;
 you have loosed my bonds.

R. Our blessing-cup is a communion with the Blood of Christ.

To you will I offer sacrifice of thanksgiving,
 and I will call upon the name of the LORD.
 My vows to the LORD I will pay
 in the presence of all his people.

R. Our blessing-cup is a communion with the Blood of Christ.

Reading II

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Brothers and sisters:
 I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you,
 that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was handed over,
 took bread, and, after he had given thanks,
 broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you.
 Do this in remembrance of me.”
 In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying,
 “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.
 Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
 you proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes.

Verse Before the Gospel

John 13:34

I give you a new commandment, says the Lord:
 love one another as I have loved you.

Gospel

John 13:1-15

Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come
 to pass from this world to the Father.
 He loved his own in the world and he loved them to the end.
 The devil had already induced Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, to hand him over.
 So, during supper,
 fully aware that the Father had put everything into his power
 and that he had come from God and was returning to God,
 he rose from supper and took off his outer garments.
 He took a towel and tied it around his waist.
 Then he poured water into a basin
 and began to wash the disciples’ feet
 and dry them with the towel around his waist.
 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,
 “Master, are you going to wash my feet?”
 Jesus answered and said to him,
 “What I am doing, you do not understand now,
 but you will understand later.”
 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.”
 Jesus answered him,
 “Unless I wash you, you will have no inheritance with me.”
 Simon Peter said to him,
 “Master, then not only my feet, but my hands and head as well.”
 Jesus said to him,
 “Whoever has bathed has no need except to have his feet washed,
 for he is clean all over;
 so you are clean, but not all.”
 For he knew who would betray him;
 for this reason, he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

So when he had washed their feet
 and put his garments back on and reclined at table again,
 he said to them, “Do you realize what I have done for you?
 You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’ and rightly so, for indeed I am.
 If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet,
 you ought to wash one another’s feet.
 I have given you a model to follow,
 so that as I have done for you, you should also do.”

Reflection
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Thursday (April 2):  Jesus' Supreme Humility and Unfailing LoveMeditation: Does your love waver when you encounter bitter disappointments and injury from others? As Jesus' hour of humiliation draws near he reveals to his disciples the supreme humility which shaped the love he had for them. He stoops to perform a menial task reserved for servants - the washing of smelly, dirty feet. In stooping to serve his disciples Jesus knew he would be betrayed by one of them and that the rest would abandon him through fear and disloyalty. Such knowledge could have easily led to bitterness or hatred. Jesus met the injury of betrayal and disloyalty with the greatest humility and supreme love.

Let the love of Christ rule in your heart and actions
Jesus loved his disciples to the very end, even when they failed him and forsook him. The Lord loves each of us freely and unconditionally. His love has power to set us free to love and serve others with Christ-like compassion and humility. Paul the Apostle tells us that Christ's gift of love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us (Romans 5:5 and 8:35-39). Does the love of Christ rule in your heart, thoughts, intentions and actions?

The love of Christ conquers all and never fails
Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) in his sermon for Holy Thursday wrote: "He had the power of laying down his life; we by contrast cannot choose the length of our lives, and we die even if it is against our will. He, by dying, destroyed death in himself; we are freed from death only in his death. His body did not see corruption; our body will see corruption and only then be clothed through him in incorruption at the end of the world. He needed no help from us in saving us; without him we can do nothing. He gave himself to us as the vine to the branches; apart from him we cannot have life.

Finally, even if brothers die for brothers, yet no martyr by shedding his blood brings forgiveness for the sins of his brothers, as Christ brought forgiveness to us. In this he gave us, not an example to imitate but a reason for rejoicing. Inasmuch, then, as they shed their blood for their brothers, the martyrs provided "the same kind of meal" as they had received at the Lord's table. Let us then love one another as Christ also loved us and gave himself up for us."


Prayer: Lord Jesus, your love conquers all and never fails. Help me to love others freely, with heart-felt compassion, kindness and goodness. Where there is injury, may I sow peace rather than strife.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 3, 2026

Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion

Reading I

Isaiah 52:13—53:12

See, my servant shall prosper,
 he shall be raised high and greatly exalted.
 Even as many were amazed at him--
 so marred was his look beyond human semblance
 and his appearance beyond that of the sons of man--
 so shall he startle many nations,
 because of him kings shall stand speechless;
 for those who have not been told shall see,
 those who have not heard shall ponder it.

Who would believe what we have heard?
 To whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
 He grew up like a sapling before him,
 like a shoot from the parched earth;
 there was in him no stately bearing to make us look at him,
 nor appearance that would attract us to him.
 He was spurned and avoided by people,
 a man of suffering, accustomed to infirmity,
 one of those from whom people hide their faces,
 spurned, and we held him in no esteem.

Yet it was our infirmities that he bore,
 our sufferings that he endured,
 while we thought of him as stricken,
 as one smitten by God and afflicted.
 But he was pierced for our offenses,
 crushed for our sins;
 upon him was the chastisement that makes us whole,
 by his stripes we were healed.
 We had all gone astray like sheep,
 each following his own way;
 but the LORD laid upon him
 the guilt of us all.

Though he was harshly treated, he submitted
 and opened not his mouth;
 like a lamb led to the slaughter
 or a sheep before the shearers,
 he was silent and opened not his mouth.
 Oppressed and condemned, he was taken away,
 and who would have thought any more of his destiny?
 When he was cut off from the land of the living,
 and smitten for the sin of his people,
 a grave was assigned him among the wicked
 and a burial place with evildoers,
 though he had done no wrong
 nor spoken any falsehood.
 But the LORD was pleased
 to crush him in infirmity.

If he gives his life as an offering for sin,
 he shall see his descendants in a long life,
 and the will of the LORD shall be accomplished through him.

Because of his affliction
 he shall see the light in fullness of days;
 through his suffering, my servant shall justify many,
 and their guilt he shall bear.
 Therefore I will give him his portion among the great,
 and he shall divide the spoils with the mighty,
 because he surrendered himself to death
 and was counted among the wicked;
 and he shall take away the sins of many,
 and win pardon for their offenses.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25

R (Lk 23:46) Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.

In you, O LORD, I take refuge;
 let me never be put to shame.
 In your justice rescue me.
 Into your hands I commend my spirit;
 you will redeem me, O LORD, O faithful God.

R Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.

For all my foes I am an object of reproach,
 a laughingstock to my neighbors, and a dread to my friends;
 they who see me abroad flee from me.
 I am forgotten like the unremembered dead;
 I am like a dish that is broken.

R Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.

But my trust is in you, O LORD;
 I say, “You are my God.
 In your hands is my destiny; rescue me
 from the clutches of my enemies and my persecutors.”

R Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.

Let your face shine upon your servant;
 save me in your kindness.
 Take courage and be stouthearted,
 all you who hope in the LORD.

R Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.

Reading II

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9

Brothers and sisters:
 Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
 Jesus, the Son of God,
 let us hold fast to our confession.
 For we do not have a high priest
 who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
 but one who has similarly been tested in every way,
 yet without sin.
 So let us confidently approach the throne of grace
 to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.

In the days when Christ was in the flesh,
 he offered prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears
 to the one who was able to save him from death,
 and he was heard because of his reverence.
 Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered;
 and when he was made perfect,
 he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.

Verse Before the Gospel

Philippians 2:8-9

Christ became obedient to the point of death,
 even death on a cross.
 Because of this, God greatly exalted him
 and bestowed on him the name which is above every other name.

The passion narratives are proclaimed in full so that all see vividly the love of Christ for each person. In light of this, the crimes during the Passion of Christ cannot be attributed, in either preaching or catechesis, indiscriminately to all Jews of that time, nor to Jews today. The Jewish people should not be referred to as though rejected or cursed, as if this view followed from Scripture. The Church ever keeps in mind that Jesus, his mother Mary, and the apostles all were Jewish. As the Church has always held, Christ freely suffered his passion and death because of the sins of all, that all might be saved.



Gospel

John 18:1—19:42

Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley
 to where there was a garden,
 into which he and his disciples entered.
 Judas his betrayer also knew the place,
 because Jesus had often met there with his disciples.
 So Judas got a band of soldiers and guards
 from the chief priests and the Pharisees
 and went there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.
 Jesus, knowing everything that was going to happen to him,
 went out and said to them, “Whom are you looking for?”
 They answered him, “Jesus the Nazorean.”
 He said to them, “I AM.”
 Judas his betrayer was also with them.
 When he said to them, “I AM, “
 they turned away and fell to the ground.
 So he again asked them,
 “Whom are you looking for?”
 They said, “Jesus the Nazorean.”
 Jesus answered,
 “I told you that I AM.
 So if you are looking for me, let these men go.”
 This was to fulfill what he had said,
 “I have not lost any of those you gave me.”
 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it,
 struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear.
 The slave’s name was Malchus.
 Jesus said to Peter,
 “Put your sword into its scabbard.
 Shall I not drink the cup that the Father gave me?”

So the band of soldiers, the tribune, and the Jewish guards seized Jesus,
 bound him, and brought him to Annas first.
 He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas,
 who was high priest that year.
 It was Caiaphas who had counseled the Jews
 that it was better that one man should die rather than the people.

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus.
 Now the other disciple was known to the high priest,
 and he entered the courtyard of the high priest with Jesus.
 But Peter stood at the gate outside.
 So the other disciple, the acquaintance of the high priest,
 went out and spoke to the gatekeeper and brought Peter in.
 Then the maid who was the gatekeeper said to Peter,
 “You are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?”
 He said, “I am not.”
 Now the slaves and the guards were standing around a charcoal fire
 that they had made, because it was cold,
 and were warming themselves.
 Peter was also standing there keeping warm.

The high priest questioned Jesus
 about his disciples and about his doctrine.
 Jesus answered him,
 “I have spoken publicly to the world.
 I have always taught in a synagogue
 or in the temple area where all the Jews gather,
 and in secret I have said nothing. Why ask me?
 Ask those who heard me what I said to them.
 They know what I said.”
 When he had said this,
 one of the temple guards standing there struck Jesus and said,
 “Is this the way you answer the high priest?”
 Jesus answered him,
 “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong;
 but if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?”
 Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

Now Simon Peter was standing there keeping warm.
 And they said to him,
 “You are not one of his disciples, are you?”
 He denied it and said,
 “I am not.”
 One of the slaves of the high priest,
 a relative of the one whose ear Peter had cut off, said,
 “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?”
 Again Peter denied it.
 And immediately the cock crowed.

Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas to the praetorium.
 It was morning.
 And they themselves did not enter the praetorium,
 in order not to be defiled so that they could eat the Passover.
 So Pilate came out to them and said,
 “What charge do you bring against this man?”
 They answered and said to him,
 “If he were not a criminal,
 we would not have handed him over to you.”
 At this, Pilate said to them,
 “Take him yourselves, and judge him according to your law.”
 The Jews answered him,
 “We do not have the right to execute anyone, “
 in order that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled
 that he said indicating the kind of death he would die.
 So Pilate went back into the praetorium
 and summoned Jesus and said to him,
 “Are you the King of the Jews?”
 Jesus answered,
 “Do you say this on your own
 or have others told you about me?”
 Pilate answered,
 “I am not a Jew, am I?
 Your own nation and the chief priests handed you over to me.
 What have you done?”
 Jesus answered,
 “My kingdom does not belong to this world.
 If my kingdom did belong to this world,
 my attendants would be fighting
 to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.
 But as it is, my kingdom is not here.”
 So Pilate said to him,
 “Then you are a king?”
 Jesus answered,
 “You say I am a king.
 For this I was born and for this I came into the world,
 to testify to the truth.
 Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”

When he had said this,
 he again went out to the Jews and said to them,
 “I find no guilt in him.
 But you have a custom that I release one prisoner to you at Passover.
 Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?”
 They cried out again,
 “Not this one but Barabbas!”
 Now Barabbas was a revolutionary.

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him scourged.
 And the soldiers wove a crown out of thorns and placed it on his head,
 and clothed him in a purple cloak,
 and they came to him and said,
 “Hail, King of the Jews!”
 And they struck him repeatedly.
 Once more Pilate went out and said to them,
 “Look, I am bringing him out to you,
 so that you may know that I find no guilt in him.”
 So Jesus came out,
 wearing the crown of thorns and the purple cloak.
 And he said to them, “Behold, the man!”
 When the chief priests and the guards saw him they cried out,
 “Crucify him, crucify him!”
 Pilate said to them,
 “Take him yourselves and crucify him.
 I find no guilt in him.”
 The Jews answered,
 “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die,
 because he made himself the Son of God.”
 Now when Pilate heard this statement,
 he became even more afraid,
 and went back into the praetorium and said to Jesus,
 “Where are you from?”
 Jesus did not answer him.
 So Pilate said to him,
 “Do you not speak to me?
 Do you not know that I have power to release you
 and I have power to crucify you?”
 Jesus answered him,
 “You would have no power over me
 if it had not been given to you from above.
 For this reason the one who handed me over to you
 has the greater sin.”
 Consequently, Pilate tried to release him; but the Jews cried out,
 “If you release him, you are not a Friend of Caesar.
 Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.”

When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus out
 and seated him on the judge’s bench
 in the place called Stone Pavement, in Hebrew, Gabbatha.
 It was preparation day for Passover, and it was about noon.
 And he said to the Jews,
 “Behold, your king!”
 They cried out,
 “Take him away, take him away! Crucify him!”
 Pilate said to them,
 “Shall I crucify your king?”
 The chief priests answered,
 “We have no king but Caesar.”
 Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.

So they took Jesus, and, carrying the cross himself,
 he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull,
 in Hebrew, Golgotha.
 There they crucified him, and with him two others,
 one on either side, with Jesus in the middle.
 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross.
 It read,
 “Jesus the Nazorean, the King of the Jews.”
 Now many of the Jews read this inscription,
 because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city;
 and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek.
 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate,
 “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’
 but that he said, ‘I am the King of the Jews’.”
 Pilate answered,
 “What I have written, I have written.”

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus,
 they took his clothes and divided them into four shares,
 a share for each soldier.
 They also took his tunic, but the tunic was seamless,
 woven in one piece from the top down.
 So they said to one another,
 “Let’s not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it will be, “
 in order that the passage of Scripture might be fulfilled that says:
 They divided my garments among them,
 and for my vesture they cast lots.
 This is what the soldiers did.
 Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother
 and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas,
 and Mary of Magdala.
 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved
 he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.”
 Then he said to the disciple,
 “Behold, your mother.”
 And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.

After this, aware that everything was now finished,
 in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled,
 Jesus said, “I thirst.”
 There was a vessel filled with common wine.
 So they put a sponge soaked in wine on a sprig of hyssop
 and put it up to his mouth.
 When Jesus had taken the wine, he said,
 “It is finished.”
 And bowing his head, he handed over the spirit.

Here all kneel and pause for a short time.

Now since it was preparation day,
 in order that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the sabbath,
 for the sabbath day of that week was a solemn one,
 the Jews asked Pilate that their legs be broken
 and that they be taken down.
 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first
 and then of the other one who was crucified with Jesus.
 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead,
 they did not break his legs,
 but one soldier thrust his lance into his side,
 and immediately blood and water flowed out.
 An eyewitness has testified, and his testimony is true;
 he knows that he is speaking the truth,
 so that you also may come to believe.
 For this happened so that the Scripture passage might be fulfilled:
 Not a bone of it will be broken.
 And again another passage says:
 They will look upon him whom they have pierced.

After this, Joseph of Arimathea,
 secretly a disciple of Jesus for fear of the Jews,
 asked Pilate if he could remove the body of Jesus.
 And Pilate permitted it.
 So he came and took his body.
 Nicodemus, the one who had first come to him at night,
 also came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes
 weighing about one hundred pounds.
 They took the body of Jesus
 and bound it with burial cloths along with the spices,
 according to the Jewish burial custom.
 Now in the place where he had been crucified there was a garden,
 and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had yet been buried.
 So they laid Jesus there because of the Jewish preparation day;
 for the tomb was close by.


Reflection
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Friday (April 3):  It Is FinishedMeditation: Who can bear to look upon the bloodied cross where Jesus hung without shame or sorrowful grief, disbelief or reverent awe? The cross brings us face to face with Jesus' suffering. He was alone - all his disciples had deserted him except for his mother and three women along with John, the beloved disciple. And his death was agonizing and humiliating. Normally a crucified man could last for several days on a cross. Jesus' had already been scourged, beaten with rods, and a crown of thorns pressed into his skull. It is no wonder that he died mid-afternoon. Pilate publicly heralded Jesus "The King of the Jews" as he died upon the cross, no doubt to irritate and annoy the chief priests and Pharisees (John 19:19).

The King who ransoms us with his own life
Jesus was crucified for his claim to be King. The Jews had understood that the Messiah would come as their king to establish God's reign for them. They wanted a king who would free them from tyranny and foreign domination. Many had high hopes that Jesus would be the Messianic king. Little did they understand what kind of kingship Jesus claimed to have. Jesus came to conquer hearts and souls for an imperishable kingdom, rather than to conquer perishable lands and entitlements.

Jesus' death on the cross defeated sin and death for us
We can find no greater proof of God's love for us than the willing sacrifice of his Son on the cross. Jesus' parting words, "It is finished!" express triumph rather than defeat. Jesus bowed his head and gave up his spirit knowing that the strife was now over and the battle was won. Even on the cross Jesus knew the joy of victory. What the Father sent him into the world to do has now been accomplished. Christ offered himself without blemish to God and he put away sin by the sacrifice of himself (see Hebrews 9:24-26 ).

As we gaze on his wounds - we touch the scars of his resurrection
While the close company of Jesus' disciples - his apostles - had deserted him and hid out of fear from the Jewish authorities, Jesus' mother and some of the women who were close to Jesus stood close to him while he hung upon the cross. Augustine of Hippo ( 354-430 A.D) in his sermon on John's passion account focuses on the gaze of the women who witnessed the shedding of his blood and the offering of his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sin of the world.
"As they were looking on , so we too gaze on his wounds as he hangs. We see his blood as he dies. We see the price offered by the redeemer, touch the scars of his resurrection. He bows his head, as if to kiss you. His heart is made bare open, as it were, in love to you. His arms are extended that he may embrace you. His whole body is displayed for your redemption. Ponder how great these things are. Let all this be rightly weighed in your mind: as he was once fixed to the cross in every part of his body for you, so he may now be fixed in every part of your soul." (GMI 248)
Augustine invites us to present ourselves before Jesus crucified who took our sins upon himself and nailed them to the cross. Through the eyes of faith we, too, gaze upon the bloodied body of our Redeemer who paid the price for our sins - and we touch the scars of his resurrection who defeated death for our sake so that we may know the victory of his cross and resurrection and receive the promise of everlasting life and glory with him in his kingdom.

The miracle of my salvation
In the cross of Christ we see the triumph of Jesus over his enemies - sin, Satan, and death. Many Christians down through the centuries have sung the praises of the Cross of Christ. Paul the Apostle exclaimed, "But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Galatians 6:14).

Hear what Gregory Nazianzen (329-389 AD), an early church father and bishop of Constantinople, wrote about the triumph of Christ's exaltation on the cross: "Many indeed are the wondrous happenings of that time: God hanging from a cross, the sun made dark and again flaming out (Luke 23:44, Mark 15:33); for it was fitting that creation should mourn with its creator. The temple veil rent (Matthew 27:51), blood and water flowing from his side (John 19:34): the one as from a man, the other as from what was above man; the earth shaken, the rocks shattered because of the rock (Matthew 27:51); the dead risen to bear witness to the final and universal resurrection of the dead (Matthew 27:52). The happenings at the sepulcher and after the sepulcher, who can fittingly recount them? Yet no one of them can be compared to the miracle of my salvation. A few drops of blood renew the whole world, and do for all men what the rennet does for the milk: joining us and binding us together. ( On the Holy Pasch, Oration 45.1)
Rupert of Deutz (1075-1129), a Benedictine abbot and theologian, wrote: "The cross of Christ is the door to heaven, the key to paradise, the downfall of the devil, the uplifting of mankind, the consolation of our imprisonment, the prize for our freedom."
The throne of love and sign of God's mercy
The Cross of Christ is the safeguard of our faith, the assurance of our hope, and the throne of love. It is also the sign of God's mercy and the proof of forgiveness. By his cross Jesus Christ has pardoned us and set us free from the tyranny of sin. He paid the price for us when he made atonement for our sins. The way to peace, joy, and righteousness in the kingdom of God and the way to victory over sin and corruption, fear and defeat, despair and death is through the cross of Jesus Christ. Do you follow the Lord Jesus in his way of the cross with joy, hope, and confidence?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, by your death on the cross you have won pardon for us and freedom from the tyranny of sin and death. May I live in the joy and freedom of your victory over sin and death.
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April 4, 2026

Holy Saturday At the Easter Vigil in the Holy Night of Easter

Reading I

Genesis 1:1—2:2

In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth,
 the earth was a formless wasteland, and darkness covered the abyss,
 while a mighty wind swept over the waters.

Then God said,
 "Let there be light," and there was light.
 God saw how good the light was.
 God then separated the light from the darkness.
 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night."
 Thus evening came, and morning followed—the first day.

Then God said,
 "Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters,
 to separate one body of water from the other."
 And so it happened:
 God made the dome,
 and it separated the water above the dome from the water below it.
 God called the dome "the sky."
 Evening came, and morning followed—the second day.

Then God said,
 "Let the water under the sky be gathered into a single basin,
 so that the dry land may appear."
 And so it happened:
 the water under the sky was gathered into its basin,
 and the dry land appeared.
 God called the dry land "the earth, "
 and the basin of the water he called "the sea."
 God saw how good it was.
 Then God said,
 "Let the earth bring forth vegetation:
 every kind of plant that bears seed
 and every kind of fruit tree on earth
 that bears fruit with its seed in it."
 And so it happened:
 the earth brought forth every kind of plant that bears seed
 and every kind of fruit tree on earth
 that bears fruit with its seed in it.
 God saw how good it was.
 Evening came, and morning followed—the third day.

Then God said:
 "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky,
 to separate day from night.
 Let them mark the fixed times, the days and the years,
 and serve as luminaries in the dome of the sky,
 to shed light upon the earth."
 And so it happened:
 God made the two great lights,
 the greater one to govern the day,
 and the lesser one to govern the night;
 and he made the stars.
 God set them in the dome of the sky,
 to shed light upon the earth,
 to govern the day and the night,
 and to separate the light from the darkness.
 God saw how good it was.
 Evening came, and morning followed—the fourth day.

Then God said,
 "Let the water teem with an abundance of living creatures,
 and on the earth let birds fly beneath the dome of the sky."
 And so it happened:
 God created the great sea monsters
 and all kinds of swimming creatures with which the water teems,
 and all kinds of winged birds.
 God saw how good it was, and God blessed them, saying,
 "Be fertile, multiply, and fill the water of the seas;
 and let the birds multiply on the earth."
 Evening came, and morning followed—the fifth day.

Then God said,
 "Let the earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures:
 cattle, creeping things, and wild animals of all kinds."
 And so it happened:
 God made all kinds of wild animals, all kinds of cattle,
 and all kinds of creeping things of the earth.
 God saw how good it was.
 Then God said:
 "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.
 Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
 the birds of the air, and the cattle,
 and over all the wild animals
 and all the creatures that crawl on the ground."
 God created man in his image;
 in the image of God he created him;
 male and female he created them.
 God blessed them, saying:
 "Be fertile and multiply;
 fill the earth and subdue it.
 Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air,
 and all the living things that move on the earth."
 God also said:
 "See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth
 and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food;
 and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the air,
 and all the living creatures that crawl on the ground,
 I give all the green plants for food."
 And so it happened.
 God looked at everything he had made, and he found it very good.
 Evening came, and morning followed—the sixth day.
 Thus the heavens and the earth and all their array were completed.
 Since on the seventh day God was finished
 with the work he had been doing,
 he rested on the seventh day from all the work he had undertaken.

Or
 Genesis 1:1, 26-31a

In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth,
 God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.
 Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
 the birds of the air, and the cattle,
 and over all the wild animals
 and all the creatures that crawl on the ground."
 God created man in his image;
 in the image of God he created him;
 male and female he created them.
 God blessed them, saying:
 "Be fertile and multiply;
 fill the earth and subdue it.
 Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air,
 and all the living things that move on the earth."
 God also said:
 "See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth
 and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food;
 and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the air,
 and all the living creatures that crawl on the ground,
 I give all the green plants for food."
 And so it happened.
 God looked at everything he had made, and found it very good.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35

R. (30) Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

Bless the LORD, O my soul!
 O LORD, my God, you are great indeed!
 You are clothed with majesty and glory,
 robed in light as with a cloak.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

You fixed the earth upon its foundation,
 not to be moved forever;
 with the ocean, as with a garment, you covered it;
 above the mountains the waters stood.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

You send forth springs into the watercourses
 that wind among the mountains.
 Beside them the birds of heaven dwell;
 from among the branches they send forth their song.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

You water the mountains from your palace;
 the earth is replete with the fruit of your works.
 You raise grass for the cattle,
 and vegetation for man's use,
 Producing bread from the earth.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

How manifold are your works, O LORD!
 In wisdom you have wrought them all—
 the earth is full of your creatures.
 Bless the LORD, O my soul!

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

or
 Psalm 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20 and 22

R. (5b) The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

Upright is the word of the LORD,
 and all his works are trustworthy.
 He loves justice and right;
 of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

By the word of the LORD the heavens were made;
 by the breath of his mouth all their host.
 He gathers the waters of the sea as in a flask;
 in cellars he confines the deep.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

Blessed the nation whose God is the LORD,
 the people he has chosen for his own inheritance.
 From heaven the LORD looks down;
 he sees all mankind.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

Our soul waits for the LORD,
 who is our help and our shield.
 May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us
 who have put our hope in you.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

Reading II

Genesis 22:1-18

God put Abraham to the test.
 He called to him, "Abraham!"
 "Here I am," he replied.
 Then God said:
 "Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love,
 and go to the land of Moriah.
 There you shall offer him up as a holocaust
 on a height that I will point out to you."
 Early the next morning Abraham saddled his donkey,
 took with him his son Isaac and two of his servants as well,
 and with the wood that he had cut for the holocaust,
 set out for the place of which God had told him.

On the third day Abraham got sight of the place from afar.
 Then he said to his servants:
 "Both of you stay here with the donkey,
 while the boy and I go on over yonder.
 We will worship and then come back to you."
 Thereupon Abraham took the wood for the holocaust
 and laid it on his son Isaac's shoulders,
 while he himself carried the fire and the knife.
 As the two walked on together, Isaac spoke to his father Abraham:
 "Father!" Isaac said.
 "Yes, son," he replied.
 Isaac continued, "Here are the fire and the wood,
 but where is the sheep for the holocaust?"
 "Son," Abraham answered,
 "God himself will provide the sheep for the holocaust."
 Then the two continued going forward.

When they came to the place of which God had told him,
 Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.
 Next he tied up his son Isaac,
 and put him on top of the wood on the altar.
 Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son.
 But the LORD's messenger called to him from heaven,
 "Abraham, Abraham!"
 "Here I am!" he answered.
 "Do not lay your hand on the boy," said the messenger.
 "Do not do the least thing to him.
 I know now how devoted you are to God,
 since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son."
 As Abraham looked about,
 he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket.
 So he went and took the ram
 and offered it up as a holocaust in place of his son.
 Abraham named the site Yahweh-yireh;
 hence people now say, "On the mountain the LORD will see."

Again the LORD's messenger called to Abraham from heaven and said:
 "I swear by myself, declares the LORD,
 that because you acted as you did
 in not withholding from me your beloved son,
 I will bless you abundantly
 and make your descendants as countless
 as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore;
 your descendants shall take possession
 of the gates of their enemies,
 and in your descendants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing--
 all this because you obeyed my command."

Or
 Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18

God put Abraham to the test.
 He called to him, "Abraham!"
 "Here I am, " he replied.
 Then God said:
 "Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love,
 and go to the land of Moriah.
 There you shall offer him up as a holocaust
 on a height that I will point out to you."

When they came to the place of which God had told him,
 Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.
 Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son.
 But the LORD's messenger called to him from heaven,
 "Abraham, Abraham!"
 "Here I am," he answered.
 "Do not lay your hand on the boy," said the messenger.
 "Do not do the least thing to him.
 I know now how devoted you are to God,
 since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son."
 As Abraham looked about,
 he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket.
 So he went and took the ram
 and offered it up as a holocaust in place of his son.

Again the LORD's messenger called to Abraham from heaven and said:
 "I swear by myself, declares the LORD,
 that because you acted as you did
 in not withholding from me your beloved son,
 I will bless you abundantly
 and make your descendants as countless
 as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore;
 your descendants shall take possession
 of the gates of their enemies,
 and in your descendants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing--
 all this because you obeyed my command."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11

R. (1) You are my inheritance, O Lord.

O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
 you it is who hold fast my lot.
 I set the LORD ever before me;
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Therefore my heart is glad and my soul rejoices,
 my body, too, abides in confidence;
 because you will not abandon my soul to the netherworld,
 nor will you suffer your faithful one to undergo corruption.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

You will show me the path to life,
 fullness of joys in your presence,
 the delights at your right hand forever.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Reading III

Exodus 14:15—15:1

The LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me?
 Tell the Israelites to go forward.
 And you, lift up your staff and, with hand outstretched over the sea,
 split the sea in two,
 that the Israelites may pass through it on dry land.
 But I will make the Egyptians so obstinate
 that they will go in after them.
 Then I will receive glory through Pharaoh and all his army,
 his chariots and charioteers.
 The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD,
 when I receive glory through Pharaoh
 and his chariots and charioteers."

The angel of God, who had been leading Israel's camp,
 now moved and went around behind them.
 The column of cloud also, leaving the front,
 took up its place behind them,
 so that it came between the camp of the Egyptians
 and that of Israel.
 But the cloud now became dark, and thus the night passed
 without the rival camps coming any closer together
 all night long.
 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
 and the LORD swept the sea
 with a strong east wind throughout the night
 and so turned it into dry land.
 When the water was thus divided,
 the Israelites marched into the midst of the sea on dry land,
 with the water like a wall to their right and to their left.

The Egyptians followed in pursuit;
 all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and charioteers went after them
 right into the midst of the sea.
 In the night watch just before dawn
 the LORD cast through the column of the fiery cloud
 upon the Egyptian force a glance that threw it into a panic;
 and he so clogged their chariot wheels
 that they could hardly drive.
 With that the Egyptians sounded the retreat before Israel,
 because the LORD was fighting for them against the Egyptians.

Then the LORD told Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea,
 that the water may flow back upon the Egyptians,
 upon their chariots and their charioteers."
 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
 and at dawn the sea flowed back to its normal depth.
 The Egyptians were fleeing head on toward the sea,
 when the LORD hurled them into its midst.
 As the water flowed back,
 it covered the chariots and the charioteers of Pharaoh's whole army
 which had followed the Israelites into the sea.
 Not a single one of them escaped.
 But the Israelites had marched on dry land
 through the midst of the sea,
 with the water like a wall to their right and to their left.
 Thus the LORD saved Israel on that day
 from the power of the Egyptians.
 When Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the seashore
 and beheld the great power that the LORD
 had shown against the Egyptians,
 they feared the LORD and believed in him and in his servant Moses.

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD:
 I will sing to the LORD, for he is gloriously triumphant;
 horse and chariot he has cast into the sea.

Responsorial Psalm

Exodus 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18

R. (1b) Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

I will sing to the LORD, for he is gloriously triumphant;
 horse and chariot he has cast into the sea.
 My strength and my courage is the LORD,
 and he has been my savior.
 He is my God, I praise him;
 the God of my father, I extol him.

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

The LORD is a warrior,
 LORD is his name!
 Pharaoh's chariots and army he hurled into the sea;
 the elite of his officers were submerged in the Red Sea.

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

The flood waters covered them,
 they sank into the depths like a stone.
 Your right hand, O LORD, magnificent in power,
 your right hand, O LORD, has shattered the enemy.

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

You brought in the people you redeemed
 and planted them on the mountain of your inheritance
 the place where you made your seat, O LORD,
 the sanctuary, LORD, which your hands established.
 The LORD shall reign forever and ever.

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

Reading IV

Isaiah 54:5-14

The One who has become your husband is your Maker;
 his name is the LORD of hosts;
 your redeemer is the Holy One of Israel,
 called God of all the earth.
 The LORD calls you back,
 like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit,
 a wife married in youth and then cast off,
 says your God.
 For a brief moment I abandoned you,
 but with great tenderness I will take you back.
 In an outburst of wrath, for a moment
 I hid my face from you;
 but with enduring love I take pity on you,
 says the LORD, your redeemer.
 This is for me like the days of Noah,
 when I swore that the waters of Noah
 should never again deluge the earth;
 so I have sworn not to be angry with you,
 or to rebuke you.
 Though the mountains leave their place
 and the hills be shaken,
 my love shall never leave you
 nor my covenant of peace be shaken,
 says the LORD, who has mercy on you.
 O afflicted one, storm-battered and unconsoled,
 I lay your pavements in carnelians,
 and your foundations in sapphires;
 I will make your battlements of rubies,
 your gates of carbuncles,
 and all your walls of precious stones.
 All your children shall be taught by the LORD,
 and great shall be the peace of your children.
 In justice shall you be established,
 far from the fear of oppression,
 where destruction cannot come near you.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 

R. (2a) I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

I will extol you, O LORD, for you drew me clear
 and did not let my enemies rejoice over me.
 O LORD, you brought me up from the netherworld;
 you preserved me from among those going down into the pit.

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

Sing praise to the LORD, you his faithful ones,
 and give thanks to his holy name.
 For his anger lasts but a moment;
 a lifetime, his good will.
 At nightfall, weeping enters in,
 but with the dawn, rejoicing.

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

Hear, O LORD, and have pity on me;
 O LORD, be my helper.
 You changed my mourning into dancing;
 O LORD, my God, forever will I give you thanks.

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

Reading V

Isaiah 55:1-11

Thus says the LORD:
 All you who are thirsty,
 come to the water!
 You who have no money,
 come, receive grain and eat;
 come, without paying and without cost,
 drink wine and milk!
 Why spend your money for what is not bread,
 your wages for what fails to satisfy?
 Heed me, and you shall eat well,
 you shall delight in rich fare.
 Come to me heedfully,
 listen, that you may have life.
 I will renew with you the everlasting covenant,
 the benefits assured to David.
 As I made him a witness to the peoples,
 a leader and commander of nations,
 so shall you summon a nation you knew not,
 and nations that knew you not shall run to you,
 because of the LORD, your God,
 the Holy One of Israel, who has glorified you.

Seek the LORD while he may be found,
 call him while he is near.
 Let the scoundrel forsake his way,
 and the wicked man his thoughts;
 let him turn to the LORD for mercy;
 to our God, who is generous in forgiving.
 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
 nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
 As high as the heavens are above the earth,
 so high are my ways above your ways
 and my thoughts above your thoughts.

For just as from the heavens
 the rain and snow come down
 and do not return there
 till they have watered the earth,
 making it fertile and fruitful,
 giving seed to the one who sows
 and bread to the one who eats,
 so shall my word be
 that goes forth from my mouth;
 my word shall not return to me void,
 but shall do my will,
 achieving the end for which I sent it.

Responsorial Psalm

Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6

R. (3) You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

God indeed is my savior;
 I am confident and unafraid.
 My strength and my courage is the LORD,
 and he has been my savior.
 With joy you will draw water
 at the fountain of salvation.

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

Give thanks to the LORD, acclaim his name;
 among the nations make known his deeds,
 proclaim how exalted is his name.

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

Sing praise to the LORD for his glorious achievement;
 let this be known throughout all the earth.
 Shout with exultation, O city of Zion,
 for great in your midst
 is the Holy One of Israel!

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

Reading VI

Baruch 3:9-15, 32-4:4

Hear, O Israel, the commandments of life:
 listen, and know prudence!
 How is it, Israel,
 that you are in the land of your foes,
 grown old in a foreign land,
 defiled with the dead,
 accounted with those destined for the netherworld?
 You have forsaken the fountain of wisdom!
 Had you walked in the way of God,
 you would have dwelt in enduring peace.
 Learn where prudence is,
 where strength, where understanding;
 that you may know also
 where are length of days, and life,
 where light of the eyes, and peace.
 Who has found the place of wisdom,
 who has entered into her treasuries?

The One who knows all things knows her;
 he has probed her by his knowledge--
 The One who established the earth for all time,
 and filled it with four-footed beasts;
 he who dismisses the light, and it departs,
 calls it, and it obeys him trembling;
 before whom the stars at their posts
 shine and rejoice;
 when he calls them, they answer, "Here we are!"
 shining with joy for their Maker.
 Such is our God;
 no other is to be compared to him:
 he has traced out the whole way of understanding,
 and has given her to Jacob, his servant,
 to Israel, his beloved son.

Since then she has appeared on earth,
 and moved among people.
 She is the book of the precepts of God,
 the law that endures forever;
 all who cling to her will live,
 but those will die who forsake her.
 Turn, O Jacob, and receive her:
 walk by her light toward splendor.
 Give not your glory to another,
 your privileges to an alien race.
 Blessed are we, O Israel;
 for what pleases God is known to us!

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11 

R. (John 6:68c) Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

The law of the LORD is perfect,
 refreshing the soul;
 the decree of the LORD is trustworthy,
 giving wisdom to the simple.

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

The precepts of the LORD are right,
 rejoicing the heart;
 the command of the LORD is clear,
 enlightening the eye.

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

The fear of the LORD is pure,
 enduring forever;
 the ordinances of the LORD are true,
 all of them just.

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

They are more precious than gold,
 than a heap of purest gold;
 sweeter also than syrup
 or honey from the comb.

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

Reading VII

Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28

The word of the LORD came to me, saying:
 Son of man, when the house of Israel lived in their land,
 they defiled it by their conduct and deeds.
 Therefore I poured out my fury upon them
 because of the blood that they poured out on the ground,
 and because they defiled it with idols.
 I scattered them among the nations,
 dispersing them over foreign lands;
 according to their conduct and deeds I judged them.
 But when they came among the nations wherever they came,
 they served to profane my holy name,
 because it was said of them: "These are the people of the LORD,
 yet they had to leave their land."
 So I have relented because of my holy name
 which the house of Israel profaned
 among the nations where they came.
 Therefore say to the house of Israel: Thus says the Lord GOD:
 Not for your sakes do I act, house of Israel,
 but for the sake of my holy name,
 which you profaned among the nations to which you came.
 I will prove the holiness of my great name, profaned among the nations,
 in whose midst you have profaned it.
 Thus the nations shall know that I am the LORD, says the Lord GOD,
 when in their sight I prove my holiness through you.
 For I will take you away from among the nations,
 gather you from all the foreign lands,
 and bring you back to your own land.
 I will sprinkle clean water upon you
 to cleanse you from all your impurities,
 and from all your idols I will cleanse you.
 I will give you a new heart and place a new spirit within you,
 taking from your bodies your stony hearts
 and giving you natural hearts.
 I will put my spirit within you and make you live by my statutes,
 careful to observe my decrees.
 You shall live in the land I gave your fathers;
 you shall be my people, and I will be your God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4

When baptism is celebrated.

R. (42:2) Like a deer that longs for running streams, my soul longs for you, my God.

Athirst is my soul for God, the living God.
 When shall I go and behold the face of God?

R. Like a deer that longs for running streams, my soul longs for you, my God.

I went with the throng
 and led them in procession to the house of God,
 Amid loud cries of joy and thanksgiving,
 with the multitude keeping festival.

R. Like a deer that longs for running streams, my soul longs for you, my God.

Send forth your light and your fidelity;
 they shall lead me on
 And bring me to your holy mountain,
 to your dwelling-place.

R. Like a deer that longs for running streams, my soul longs for you, my God.

Then will I go in to the altar of God,
 the God of my gladness and joy;
 then will I give you thanks upon the harp,
 O God, my God!

R. Like a deer that longs for running streams, my soul longs for you, my God.

Or 
 Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6

When baptism is not celebrated.R. (3) You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.
 God indeed is my savior;
 I am confident and unafraid.
 My strength and my courage is the LORD,
 and he has been my savior.
 With joy you will draw water
 at the fountain of salvation.
 R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.
 Give thanks to the LORD, acclaim his name;
 among the nations make known his deeds,
 proclaim how exalted is his name.
 R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.
 Sing praise to the LORD for his glorious achievement;
 let this be known throughout all the earth.
 Shout with exultation, O city of Zion,
 for great in your midst
 is the Holy One of Israel!
 R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

or
 Psalm 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19


 When baptism is not celebrated 



 R. (12a) Create a clean heart in me, O God.

A clean heart create for me, O God,
 and a steadfast spirit renew within me.
 Cast me not out from your presence,
 and your Holy Spirit take not from me.

R. Create a clean heart in me, O God.

Give me back the joy of your salvation,
 and a willing spirit sustain in me.
 I will teach transgressors your ways,
 and sinners shall return to you.

R. Create a clean heart in me, O God.

For you are not pleased with sacrifices;
 should I offer a holocaust, you would not accept it.
 My sacrifice, O God, is a contrite spirit;
 a heart contrite and humbled, O God, you will not spurn.

R. Create a clean heart in me, O God.

Epistle

Romans 6:3-11

Brothers and sisters:
 Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus
 were baptized into his death?
 We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death,
 so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
 by the glory of the Father,
 we too might live in newness of life.

For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his,
 we shall also be united with him in the resurrection.
 We know that our old self was crucified with him,
 so that our sinful body might be done away with,
 that we might no longer be in slavery to sin.
 For a dead person has been absolved from sin.
 If, then, we have died with Christ,
 we believe that we shall also live with him.
 We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more;
 death no longer has power over him.
 As to his death, he died to sin once and for all;
 as to his life, he lives for God.
 Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as being dead to sin
 and living for God in Christ Jesus.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
 for his mercy endures forever.
 Let the house of Israel say,
 “His mercy endures forever.”

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The right hand of the LORD has struck with power;
 the right hand of the LORD is exalted.
 I shall not die, but live,
 and declare the works of the LORD.

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The stone the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone.
 By the LORD has this been done;
 it is wonderful in our eyes.

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 28:1-10

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning,
 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb.
 And behold, there was a great earthquake;
 for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven,
 approached, rolled back the stone, and sat upon it.
 His appearance was like lightning
 and his clothing was white as snow.
 The guards were shaken with fear of him
 and became like dead men.
 Then the angel said to the women in reply,
 “Do not be afraid!
 I know that you are seeking Jesus the crucified.
 He is not here, for he has been raised just as he said.
 Come and see the place where he lay.
 Then go quickly and tell his disciples,
 ‘He has been raised from the dead,
 and he is going before you to Galilee;
 there you will see him.’
 Behold, I have told you.”
 Then they went away quickly from the tomb,
 fearful yet overjoyed,
 and ran to announce this to his disciples.
 And behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted them.
 They approached, embraced his feet, and did him homage.
 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid.
 Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee,
 and there they will see me.”

Reflection



Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


Saturday (April 4):  They Laid Him in a Rock-Hewn TombMeditation: Jesus not only died for our sins (1 Corinthians 15:3); he also, by the grace of God, tasted death for every one (Hebrews 2:9). It was a real death that put an end to his earthly human existence. Jesus died in mid afternoon and the Sabbath began at 6:00 pm. Since the Jewish law permitted no work on the Sabbath, the body had to be buried quickly. Someone brave enough would have to get permission from the Roman authorities to take the body and bury it. The bodies of executed criminals were usually left unburied as carrion (dead flesh) for the vultures and dogs. Jesus was spared this indignity through the gracious intervention of Joseph of Arimethea.

Isaiah foretold that the Messiah would be buried in a rich man's tomb - but no tomb could contain him for long
Who was this admirer and secret disciple of Jesus? Luke tells us that Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin, the supreme Jewish council that condemned Jesus. We are told that he did not agree with their verdict. He was either absent from their meeting or silent when they tried Jesus. What kind of man was Joseph? Luke tells us that he was "good and righteous" and "looking for the kingdom of God". Although he did not stand up for Jesus at his trial, he nonetheless, sought to honor him in his death by giving him a proper burial. This was to fulfill what the prophet Isaiah had foretold: "He was cut off out of the land of the living ..and they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth" (Isaiah 53:8-9).

The power of God kept Jesus' body from corruption so he could rise victorious on the third day
In the Book of Revelation, the Lord Jesus speaks: "Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one: I died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades" (Revelation 1:17-18). No tomb in the world could contain the Lord Jesus for long. His death on the cross purchased our redemption and his triumph over the grave on Easter morning defeated death. What preserved the Lord Jesus from corruption? He was kept from decay and he rose from the dead by divine power. "My flesh will dwell in hope. For you will not let your Holy One see corruption" (Psalm 16:9-10). The mystery of Christ's lying in the tomb on the sabbath reveals the great sabbath rest of God after the fulfillment of our salvation which brings peace to the whole world (Colossians 1:18-20). Is your hope in this life only, or is it well founded in the resurrection of Christ and his promise that those who believe in him will live forever?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you died that I might live forever in your kingdom of peace and righteousness. Strengthen my faith that I may I know the power of your resurrection and live in the hope of seeing you face to face for ever.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 5, 2026

The Resurrection of the Lord


 The Mass of Easter Day

Reading 1

Acts 10:34a, 37-43

Peter proceeded to speak and said:
 “You know what has happened all over Judea,
 beginning in Galilee after the baptism
 that John preached,
 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
 with the Holy Spirit and power.
 He went about doing good
 and healing all those oppressed by the devil,
 for God was with him.
 We are witnesses of all that he did
 both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.
 They put him to death by hanging him on a tree.
 This man God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible,
 not to all the people, but to us,
 the witnesses chosen by God in advance,
 who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
 He commissioned us to preach to the people
 and testify that he is the one appointed by God
 as judge of the living and the dead.
 To him all the prophets bear witness,
 that everyone who believes in him
 will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23

R. (24) This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
 for his mercy endures forever.
 Let the house of Israel say,
 “His mercy endures forever.”

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

“The right hand of the LORD has struck with power;
 the right hand of the LORD is exalted.
 I shall not die, but live,
 and declare the works of the LORD.”

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The stone which the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone.
 By the LORD has this been done;
 it is wonderful in our eyes.

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Reading 2

Colossians 3:1-4

Brothers and sisters:
 If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above,
 where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
 Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.
 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
 When Christ your life appears,
 then you too will appear with him in glory.

Or
 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8

Brothers and sisters:
 Do you not know that a little yeast leavens all the dough?
 Clear out the old yeast,
 so that you may become a fresh batch of dough,
 inasmuch as you are unleavened.
 For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed.
 Therefore, let us celebrate the feast,
 not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness,
 but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Sequence - Victimæ paschali laudes

Christians, to the Paschal Victim
 Offer your thankful praises!
 A Lamb the sheep redeems;
 Christ, who only is sinless,
 Reconciles sinners to the Father.
 Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous:
 The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal.
 Speak, Mary, declaring
 What you saw, wayfaring.
 “The tomb of Christ, who is living,
 The glory of Jesus’ resurrection;
 bright angels attesting,
 The shroud and napkin resting.
 Yes, Christ my hope is arisen;
 to Galilee he goes before you.”
 Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining.
 Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!
 Amen. Alleluia.

Alleluia

cf. 1 Corinthians 5:7

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed;
 let us then feast with joy in the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 20:1-9

On the first day of the week,
 Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning,
 while it was still dark,
 and saw the stone removed from the tomb.
 So she ran and went to Simon Peter
 and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them,
 “They have taken the Lord from the tomb,
 and we don’t know where they put him.”
 So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb.
 They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter
 and arrived at the tomb first;
 he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in.
 When Simon Peter arrived after him,
 he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there,
 and the cloth that had covered his head,
 not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place.
 Then the other disciple also went in,
 the one who had arrived at the tomb first,
 and he saw and believed.
 For they did not yet understand the Scripture
 that he had to rise from the dead.

Or
 Matthew 28:1-10

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning,
 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb.
 And behold, there was a great earthquake;
 for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven,
 approached, rolled back the stone, and sat upon it.
 His appearance was like lightning
 and his clothing was white as snow.
 The guards were shaken with fear of him
 and became like dead men.
 Then the angel said to the women in reply,
 “Do not be afraid!
 I know that you are seeking Jesus the crucified.
 He is not here, for he has been raised just as he said.
 Come and see the place where he lay.
 Then go quickly and tell his disciples,
 ‘He has been raised from the dead,
 and he is going before you to Galilee;
 there you will see him.’
 Behold, I have told you.”
 Then they went away quickly from the tomb,
 fearful yet overjoyed,
 and ran to announce this to his disciples.
 And behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted them.
 They approached, embraced his feet, and did him homage.
 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid.
 Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee,
 and there they will see me.”

Or at afternoon or evening mass
 Luke 24:13-35

That very day, the first day of the week, 
 two of Jesus' disciples were going
 to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus,
 and they were conversing about all the things that had occurred.
 And it happened that while they were conversing and debating,
 Jesus himself drew near and walked with them,
 but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him.
 He asked them, 
 "What are you discussing as you walk along?"
 They stopped, looking downcast.
 One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply,
 "Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem
 who does not know of the things
 that have taken place there in these days?"
 And he replied to them, "What sort of things?"
 They said to him, 
 "The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene,
 who was a prophet mighty in deed and word
 before God and all the people,
 how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over
 to a sentence of death and crucified him.
 But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel;
 and besides all this,
 it is now the third day since this took place.
 Some women from our group, however, have astounded us:
 they were at the tomb early in the morning 
 and did not find his body;
 they came back and reported
 that they had indeed seen a vision of angels
 who announced that he was alive.
 Then some of those with us went to the tomb
 and found things just as the women had described,
 but him they did not see."
 And he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are!
 How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke!
 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things
 and enter into his glory?"
 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
 he interpreted to them what referred to him
 in all the Scriptures.
 As they approached the village to which they were going,
 he gave the impression that he was going on farther.
 But they urged him, "Stay with us,
 for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over."
 So he went in to stay with them.
 And it happened that, while he was with them at table,
 he took bread, said the blessing,
 broke it, and gave it to them.
 With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him,
 but he vanished from their sight.
 Then they said to each other,
 "Were not our hearts burning within us
 while he spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to us?"
 So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem
 where they found gathered together
 the eleven and those with them who were saying,
 "The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!"
 Then the two recounted 
 what had taken place on the way
 and how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread.

Reflection
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Easter Sunday 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Acts 10:34a, 37-43 

 
 Assuming that Jesus crucifixion occurred in A.D. 30, Paul (Saul) was converted in A.D. 33 and came to Jerusalem from his preaching in Damascus around A.D. 36. If the Acts of the Apostles is arranged in chronological order, todays event occurs after Pauls meeting with Peter in Jerusalem. What we hear of today is the inauguration of the mission to the Gentiles. Cornelius, a Roman centurion of the Italian Regiment, has had a vision and in this vision an angel has told him to send to Joppa (Jaffa) and summon a man named Simon who is called Peter. About noon the following day, Peter also had a vision in which he saw heaven opened and all kinds of animals which he is told to kill and eat. Peter replies Surely not, Lord! I have never eaten anything impure or unclean so we can assume that the animals were considered by the Jews to be ritually unclean and therefore forbidden. The voice in Peters vision says Do not call anything impure that God has made clean. This vision occurs three times and leaves Peter wondering what it means when Cornelius emissaries arrive. Peter accompanies the emissaries back to Cornelius and once Cornelius recounts his vision, Peter realizes the meaning of his own vision, saying I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. Cornelius has been expecting Peter and has called together is relatives and close friends; there is quite a crowd gathered. 34a Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, [You know] Peter presumes that these gentiles have heard the message of Christ; a message which he will repeat as his teaching. Some commentaries presuppose that the people do not know this story and that the comment you know (actually contained in verse 36) is addressed to the Christian reader of Acts; a presupposition which is unwarranted in my opinion. 37    what has happened all over Judea, Judea is controlled by the Romans and all the goings-on there are familiar to the centurion. beginning in Galilee This is the same formula used by the Sanhedrin when they accused Jesus in front of Pilate (Luke 23:5). after the baptism that John preached, 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. 1    See Luke 3:21-23. He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and (in) Jerusalem. All the way from Galilee to Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. A figurative expression for crucifixion. Deuteronomy 21:23 says that anyone who is hanged on a tree is cursed by God. Jesus bore the curse of the covenant for us because we were unable to offer the perfect sacrifice which would atone for the sins of the people. 40    This man God raised The resurrection is ascribed to the Father. (on) the third day The number three in Hebrew numerology is the number of completion. The world was formed in the first three days of creation and filled in the second three days of that same creation event (Genesis 1). Isaac was restored to life (resurrected) in the eyes of Abraham on the third day when God stopped the sacrifice and substituted a ram instead (Genesis 22:2-12). and granted that he be visible, 41 not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, The witnesses to the resurrection were not indiscriminate or accidental. who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. A true resurrection, a ghost does not eat and drink. 42    He commissioned us Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:18-20. to preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as Up until this time, the actions of the Apostles have been restricted to the Jews; now Peter is addressing Gentiles for the first time. 2    judge of the living and the dead. This role of Jesus is presented again in Acts 17:31. This role will be exercised by the Risen Jesus, precisely as the Christ. 43    To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in him Belief is more than just acceptance, it is total commitment; not to a concept, but to Jesus Himself. will receive forgiveness of sins through his name. The name is the authority. Jesus was given full authority by His Father and He gave that authority to the apostles and their successors. The ambassador speaks in the name of the one whom he represents. Remember the old police shows where they would say Stop in the name of the law? The policeman was invoking the authority which he represented. 

 

2nd Reading - Colossians 3:1-4 

 
 This reading is a practical application of the teaching given in the earlier chapters of Colossians, designed to suit the circumstances that have arisen in the Colossian church. By His death and resurrection the Son of God frees us from the power of Satan and of death. By baptism men are grafted into the paschal mystery of Christ; they die with Him and rise with Him (Vatican II, Sacrosanctum Concilium, 6). In other words, Christians have been raised to a new kind of life, a supernatural life, whereby they share, even while on earth, in the glorious life of the risen Jesus. This life is at present spiritual and hidden, but when our Lord comes again in glory, it will become manifest and glorious. Two practical consequences flow from this teaching – the need to seek the things that are above, that is, the things of God; and the need to pass unnoticed in ones everyday work and ordinary life, yet to do everything with a supernatural purpose in mind. This means that those who try to seek holiness by imitating Jesus in His hidden life will be people full of hope; they will be optimistic and happy people; and after their death they will share in the glory of the Lord: they will hear Jesus praise, Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master. (Matthew 25:21). 1    If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, This contrasts things that are above and things that are on the earth. where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 3    Taken from Psalm 110:1, this shows His position of Lordship and complete victory. 2    Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. 3 For you have died, In baptism, we die to sin and are raised in Christ. and your life is hidden with Christ in God. The Christian is no longer attached to the material things of this life, but to the spiritual things of a life in Christ. 4    When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory. Although St. Pauls main emphasis throughout has been on the present resurrection with Christ in baptism, this is a reference to the future resurrection at the end of time. Alternate 2nd Reading - 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 Unlike the Gospels, where leaven is a symbol of the inner dynamism of the Kingdom (Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:20-21), St. Paul here uses it as a metaphor for the corruptive influence of evil (Galatians 5:9). St. Paul uses examples taken from the Jewish celebration of the Passover and feast of unleavened bread. The Passover is the principal Jewish feast, and its central rite is the eating of the Passover lamb. At the Passover meal, and on the 7 days following, which were also feast days (the feast of unleavened bread), the eating of leavened bread was forbidden. In Exodus 12:15,19 God laid it down that during these days no leaven should be kept in Jewish homes. 6b Do you not know that a little yeast leavens all the dough? The little yeast which is added to the dough doesnt cause pimples on the loaf, it causes the entire loaf to rise. 7    Clear out the old yeast, so that you may become a fresh batch of dough, inasmuch as you are unleavened. For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. A reference to the feast of unleavened bread, of which the Passover was the first day. It represents a new beginning. 8    Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. The Church is always engaged in a Paschal celebration, because Christ by His death and resurrection has accomplished the salvation foreshadowed in the Exodus. We are lead from 4    slavery to sin into the promised eternal kingdom and during our journey we are sustained by the bread which comes down from heaven, the Eucharist. Sincerity (single-mindedness or purity of intention) and truthfulness should distinguish the Christian. 

 

Gospel - John 20:1-9 

 
 None of the Evangelists describes the actual resurrection itself, for it was witnessed by no one. The gospels and 1 Corinthians 15:4-7 witness to the fact of the resurrection, however, by the testimony to the empty tomb and the appearances of the Risen Christ to His disciples. It is fitting that on Easter morning we should hear an account of what happened on that first Easter morning as Mary Magdalene went to the tomb. 1    On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb. All the Gospel accounts are in substantial agreement concerning the time when the tomb was first found to be empty, before dawn on Sunday morning. Mary Magdalene is named also by Matthew and Mark along with companions; Luke gives no names but speaks of women in the plural. In this verse John seems to make it appear that Mary Magdalene was alone but this is not necessarily the case as we will see in the next verse. 2    So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, Mark 16:7 relates that the women were told to announce the resurrection to Peter and the other disciples; John is the only evangelist to single out the beloved disciple (himself). and told them, They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we dont know where they put him. The fact that she say we dont would make it appear that She wasnt alone at the tomb, but was in fact accompanied by other women. 3    So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 4 They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb first; 5 he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. No reason is given for Johns remaining outside the tomb; given the amazing/distressing news that he and Peter had come to investigate. It is assumed that he did not enter because Peter was the leader of the apostles and as such it was his responsibility to lead the investigation. 6    When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, The Greek participle translated here seems to indicate that the wrappings were flattened, 5    deflated, as if they were emptied when the body of Jesus rose and disappeared – as if it had come out of the wrappings without their being undone, passing right through them (just as He later entered the Upper Room when the doors were shut). One can readily understand how this would amaze a witness, how unforgettable the scene would be. 7    and the cloth that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. This head cloth would have been tied, rolled like a triangular bandage, under the chin and over the top of the head to secure the mouth in a closed position. The first point to note is that it was not with the other wrappings, but placed to one side. The second, even more surprising thing is that, unlike the clothes, it still has a certain volume, like a container, possibly due to the stiffness given it by the ointments: this is what the Greek participle, here translated as rolled, seems to indicate. From these details concerning the empty tomb one deduces that Jesus body must have risen in a heavenly manner, that is, in a way which transcended the laws of nature. It was not only a matter of the body being reanimated as happened, for example, in the case of Lazarus, who had to be unbound before he could walk (see John 11:44). 8    Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. 9 For they did not yet understand the scripture that he had to rise from the dead. 
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Sunday (April 5):  Why Do You Seek the Living among the Dead?Meditation: Do you receive the news of Jesus' resurrection with skepticism and doubt or with faith and joyful wonderment? On Sunday morning the women who had witnessed Jesus death on the cross went to the tomb to pay their last tribute to a dead body. The disciples thought that everything had finished in tragedy. Neither were ready to see an empty tomb and hear the angel's message, "Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and on the third day rise." (Luke 24:5-76). The angel urged them to believe that Jesus had indeed risen just as he had promised. In joy then went to share the good news with the other disciples.

Is it any small wonder that it was the women, rather than the apostles, who first witnessed the empty tomb and the resurrected Lord? Isidore of Seville, a 7th century church father comments on this: "As a woman (Eve) was first to taste death, so a woman (Mary Magdalene) was first to taste life. As a woman was prescient in the fall, so a woman was prescient in beholding the dawning of redemption, thus reversing the curse upon Eve." The first to testify to the risen Lord was a woman from whom Jesus had cast out seven demons.

What is the significance of the stone being rolled away? It would have taken several people to move such a stone. And besides, the sealed tomb had been guarded by soldiers! This is clearly the first sign of the resurrection. Bede, a church father from the 8th century, comments: "[The angel] rolled back the stone not to throw open a way for our Lord to come forth, but to provide evidence to people that he had already come forth. As the virgin's womb was closed, so the sepulcher was closed, yet he entered the world through her closed womb, and so he left the world through the closed sepulcher." (From Homilies on the Gospels 2,7,24)
Another church father remarked: "To behold the resurrection, the stone must first be rolled away from our hearts" (Peter Chrysologus, 5th century). Do you know the joy of the resurrection?

It is significant that the disciples had to first deal with the empty tomb before they could come to grips with the fact that scripture had foretold that Jesus would die for our sins and then rise triumphant. They disbelieved until they saw the empty tomb. Bede explains why the Risen Lord revealed himself gradually to the disciples: "Our Lord and redeemer revealed the glory of his resurrection to his disciples gradually and over a period of time, undoubtedly because so great was the virtue of the miracle that the weak hearts of mortals could not grasp [the significance of] this all at once. Thus, he had regard for the frailty of those seeking him. To those who came first to the tomb, both the women who were aflame with love for him and the men, he showed the stone rolled back. Since his body had been carried away, he showed them the linen cloths in which it had been wrapped lying there alone. Then, to the women who were searching eagerly, who were confused in their minds about what they had found out about him, he showed a vision of angels who disclosed evidences of the fact that he had risen again. Thus, with the report of his resurrection already accomplished, going ahead of him, the Lord of hosts and the king of glory himself at length appeared and made clear with what great might he had overcome the death he had temporarily tasted." (From Homilies on the Gospels 2,9,25)
One thing is certain, if Jesus had not risen from the dead and appeared to his disciples, we would never have heard of him. Nothing else could have changed sad and despairing men and women into people radiant with joy and courage. The reality of the resurrection is the central fact of the Christian faith. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, the Lord gives us "eyes of faith" to know him and the power of his resurrection. The greatest joy we can have is to encounter the living Lord and to know him personally. Do you celebrate the feast of Easter with joy and thanksgiving for the victory which Jesus has won for you over sin and death?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, you have triumphed over the grave and you have won new life for us. Give me the eyes of faith to see you in your glory. Help me to draw near to you and to grow in the knowledge of your great love and power.
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April 6, 2026

Monday in the Octave of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 2:14, 22-33

On the day of Pentecost, Peter stood up with the Eleven,
 raised his voice, and proclaimed:
 “You who are Jews, indeed all of you staying in Jerusalem.
 Let this be known to you, and listen to my words.

“You who are children of Israel, hear these words.
 Jesus the Nazorean was a man commended to you by God
 with mighty deeds, wonders, and signs,
 which God worked through him in your midst, as you yourselves know.
 This man, delivered up by the set plan and foreknowledge of God,
 you killed, using lawless men to crucify him.
 But God raised him up, releasing him from the throes of death,
 because it was impossible for him to be held by it.
 For David says of him:

I saw the Lord ever before me,
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.
 Therefore my heart has been glad and my tongue has exulted;
 my flesh, too, will dwell in hope,
 because you will not abandon my soul to the nether world,
 nor will you suffer your holy one to see corruption.
 You have made known to me the paths of life;
 you will fill me with joy in your presence.

My brothers, one can confidently say to you
 about the patriarch David that he died and was buried,
 and his tomb is in our midst to this day.
 But since he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn an oath to him
 that he would set one of his descendants upon his throne,
 he foresaw and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ,
 that neither was he abandoned to the netherworld
 nor did his flesh see corruption.
 God raised this Jesus;
 of this we are all witnesses.
 Exalted at the right hand of God,
 he poured forth the promise of the Holy Spirit
 that he received from the Father, as you both see and hear.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11

R. (1) Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge;
 I say to the LORD, “My Lord are you.”
 O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
 you it is who hold fast my lot.

R. Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

I bless the LORD who counsels me;
 even in the night my heart exhorts me.
 I set the LORD ever before me;
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.

R. Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Therefore my heart is glad and my soul rejoices,
 my body, too, abides in confidence;
 Because you will not abandon my soul to the nether world,
 nor will you suffer your faithful one to undergo corruption.

R. Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

You will show me the path to life,
 fullness of joys in your presence,
 the delights at your right hand forever.

R. Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sequence-- optional

Victimae paschali laudes

Christians, to the Paschal Victim
 Offer your thankful praises!
 A Lamb the sheep redeems;
 Christ, who only is sinless,
 Reconciles sinners to the Father.
 Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous:
 The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal.
 Speak, Mary, declaring
 What you saw, wayfaring.
 “The tomb of Christ, who is living,
 The glory of Jesus’ resurrection;
 bright angels attesting,
 The shroud and napkin resting.
 Yes, Christ my hope is arisen;
 to Galilee he goes before you.”
 Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining.
 Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!
 Amen. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Psalm 118:24

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

This is the day the LORD has made;
 let us be glad and rejoice in it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 28:8-15

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went away quickly from the tomb,
 fearful yet overjoyed,
 and ran to announce the news to his disciples.
 And behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted them.
 They approached, embraced his feet, and did him homage.
 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid.
 Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee,
 and there they will see me.”

While they were going, some of the guard went into the city
 and told the chief priests all that had happened.
 The chief priests assembled with the elders and took counsel;
 then they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers,
 telling them, “You are to say,
 ‘His disciples came by night and stole him while we were asleep.’
 And if this gets to the ears of the governor,
 we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”
 The soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed.
 And this story has circulated among the Jews to the present day.

Reflection
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Monday (April 6):  News of the ResurrectionMeditation: Are you prepared to meet the Risen Lord? The disciples of Jesus were as unprepared for his resurrection as they were for his death. The empty tomb made them fearful and joyful at the same time. "Where did they put the body or did he really rise just as he predicted?" Even though Jesus had spoken to them before of his death and rising, they could not believe until they saw the empty tomb and met the risen Lord. Aren't we the same? We want to see with our own eyes before we believe! The guards brought their testimony to the chief priests and elders who met the news with denial. They were resolved to not believe that Jesus had risen and they bribed the guards in the hope of keeping others from believing.

We live in the joy and hope of the resurrection to new life with Christ
What is the basis of our faith in the resurrection? The Scriptures tell us that "faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1). Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to us. Our faith is a free assent to the whole truth which God reveals to us through his word. Faith is certain because it is based on the very word of God who cannot lie. Faith also seeks understanding . That is why God enlightens the "eyes of our hearts" that we may know what is the hope to which he has called us (Ephesians 1:18). Peter the Apostle says we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (1 Peter 1:3).

Through the gift of faith, the Lord reveals himself to those who believe in his word and he fills them with "new life in his Holy Spirit". Do you live in the joy and hope of the resurrection? And do you recognize the presence of the Risen Lord in his word, in the "breaking of the bread", and in his church, the body of Christ?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may we always live in the joy and hope of the resurrection and never lose sight of its truth for our lives.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 7, 2026

Tuesday in the Octave of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 2:36-41

On the day of Pentecost, Peter said to the Jewish people,
 “Let the whole house of Israel know for certain
 that God has made him both Lord and Christ,
 this Jesus whom you crucified.”

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart,
 and they asked Peter and the other Apostles,
 “What are we to do, my brothers?”
 Peter said to them,
 “Repent and be baptized, every one of you,
 in the name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins;
 and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
 For the promise is made to you and to your children
 and to all those far off,
 whomever the Lord our God will call.”
 He testified with many other arguments, and was exhorting them,
 “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”
 Those who accepted his message were baptized,
 and about three thousand persons were added that day.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22

R.(5b) The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Upright is the word of the LORD,
 and all his works are trustworthy.
 He loves justice and right;
 of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him,
 upon those who hope for his kindness,
 To deliver them from death
 and preserve them in spite of famine.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Our soul waits for the LORD,
 who is our help and our shield.
 May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us
 who have put our hope in you.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sequence -- optional

Victimae paschali laudes

Christians, to the Paschal Victim
 Offer your thankful praises!
 A Lamb the sheep redeems;
 Christ, who only is sinless,
 Reconciles sinners to the Father.
 Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous:
 The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal.
 Speak, Mary, declaring
 What you saw, wayfaring.
 “The tomb of Christ, who is living,
 The glory of Jesus’ resurrection;
 bright angels attesting,
 The shroud and napkin resting.
 Yes, Christ my hope is arisen;
 to Galilee he goes before you.”
 Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining.
 Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!
 Amen. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Psalm 118:24

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

This is the day the LORD has made;
 let us be glad and rejoice in it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 20:11-18

Mary Magdalene stayed outside the tomb weeping.
 And as she wept, she bent over into the tomb
 and saw two angels in white sitting there,
 one at the head and one at the feet
 where the Body of Jesus had been.
 And they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”
 She said to them, “They have taken my Lord,
 and I don’t know where they laid him.”
 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus there,
 but did not know it was Jesus.
 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?
 Whom are you looking for?”
 She thought it was the gardener and said to him,
 “Sir, if you carried him away,
 tell me where you laid him,
 and I will take him.”
 Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
 She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni,”
 which means Teacher.
 Jesus said to her, “Stop holding on to me,
 for I have not yet ascended to the Father.
 But go to my brothers and tell them,
 ‘I am going to my Father and your Father,
 to my God and your God.’”
 Mary went and announced to the disciples,
 “I have seen the Lord,”
 and then reported what he had told her.

Reflection
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Tuesday (April 7):  I Have Seen the Lord!Meditation: Do you recognize the Lord's presence when you hear his word? How easy it is to miss the Lord Jesus when our focus is on ourselves! Mary did not at first recognize the Lord because her focus was on the empty tomb and on her own grief. It took only one word from the Master, when he called her by name, for Mary to recognize him.

The Risen Lord Jesus reveals himself to us as we listen to his word
Mary's message to the disciples, I have seen the Lord, is the very essence of Christianity. It is not enough that a Christian know about the Lord, but that we know him personally. It is not enough to argue about him, but to meet him. In the resurrection we encounter the living Lord Jesus who loves us personally and shares his glory with us. The Lord Jesus gives us "eyes of faith" to see the truth of his resurrection and his victory over sin and death (Ephesians 1:18). And he opens our ears to recognize his voice as we listen to the "good news" proclaimed in the Gospel message today.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the foundation of our hope - the hope that we, too, who believe in him will see the living God face to face and share in his everlasting glory and joy. "Without having seen him you love him; though you do not now see him you believe in him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy. As the outcome of your faith you obtain the salvation of your souls"(1 Peter 1:8-9). Do you recognize the Lord's presence with you, in his word, in the "breaking of the bread," and in his church, the body of Christ?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I never fail to recognize your voice nor lose sight of your presence as you open the Scriptures for me and speak your life-giving word.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 8, 2026

Wednesday in the Octave of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 3:1-10

Peter and John were going up to the temple area
 for the three o’clock hour of prayer.
 And a man crippled from birth was carried
 and placed at the gate of the temple called “the Beautiful Gate” every day
 to beg for alms from the people who entered the temple.
 When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple,
 he asked for alms.
 But Peter looked intently at him, as did John,
 and said, “Look at us.”
 He paid attention to them, expecting to receive something from them.
 Peter said, “I have neither silver nor gold,
 but what I do have I give you:
 in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean, rise and walk.”
 Then Peter took him by the right hand and raised him up,
 and immediately his feet and ankles grew strong.
 He leaped up, stood, and walked around,
 and went into the temple with them,
 walking and jumping and praising God.
 When all the people saw him walking and praising God,
 they recognized him as the one
 who used to sit begging at the Beautiful Gate of the temple,
 and they were filled with amazement and astonishment
 at what had happened to him.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9

R.(3b) Rejoice, O hearts that seek the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Give thanks to the LORD, invoke his name;
 make known among the nations his deeds.
 Sing to him, sing his praise,
 proclaim all his wondrous deeds.

R. Rejoice, O hearts that seek the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Glory in his holy name;
 rejoice, O hearts that seek the LORD!
 Look to the LORD in his strength;
 seek to serve him constantly.

R. Rejoice, O hearts that seek the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

You descendants of Abraham, his servants,
 sons of Jacob, his chosen ones!
 He, the LORD, is our God;
 throughout the earth his judgments prevail.

R. Rejoice, O hearts that seek the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He remembers forever his covenant
 which he made binding for a thousand generations--
 Which he entered into with Abraham
 and by his oath to Isaac.

R. Rejoice, O hearts that seek the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sequence -- optional

Victimae paschali laudes

Christians, to the Paschal Victim
 Offer your thankful praises!
 A Lamb the sheep redeems;
 Christ, who only is sinless,
 Reconciles sinners to the Father.
 Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous:
 The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal.
 Speak, Mary, declaring
 What you saw, wayfaring.
 “The tomb of Christ, who is living,
 The glory of Jesus’ resurrection;
 bright angels attesting,
 The shroud and napkin resting.
 Yes, Christ my hope is arisen;
 to Galilee he goes before you.”
 Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining.
 Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!
 Amen. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Psalm 118:24

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

This is the day the LORD has made;
 let us be glad and rejoice in it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 24:13-35

That very day, the first day of the week,
 two of Jesus’ disciples were going
 to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus,
 and they were conversing about all the things that had occurred.
 And it happened that while they were conversing and debating,
 Jesus himself drew near and walked with them,
 but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him.
 He asked them,
 “What are you discussing as you walk along?”
 They stopped, looking downcast.
 One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply,
 “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem
 who does not know of the things
 that have taken place there in these days?”
 And he replied to them, “What sort of things?”
 They said to him,
 “The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene,
 who was a prophet mighty in deed and word
 before God and all the people,
 how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over
 to a sentence of death and crucified him.
 But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel;
 and besides all this,
 it is now the third day since this took place.
 Some women from our group, however, have astounded us:
 they were at the tomb early in the morning
 and did not find his Body;
 they came back and reported
 that they had indeed seen a vision of angels
 who announced that he was alive.
 Then some of those with us went to the tomb
 and found things just as the women had described,
 but him they did not see.”
 And he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are!
 How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke!
 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things
 and enter into his glory?”
 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
 he interpreted to them what referred to him
 in all the Scriptures.
 As they approached the village to which they were going,
 he gave the impression that he was going on farther.
 But they urged him, “Stay with us,
 for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.”
 So he went in to stay with them.
 And it happened that, while he was with them at table,
 he took bread, said the blessing,
 broke it, and gave it to them.
 With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him,
 but he vanished from their sight.
 Then they said to each other,
 “Were not our hearts burning within us
 while he spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to us?”
 So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem
 where they found gathered together
 the Eleven and those with them who were saying,
 “The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!”
 Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way
 and how he was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Reflection



Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


Wednesday (April 8):  Did Not Our Hearts Burn While He Opened to Us the ScripturesMeditation: Why was it difficult for the disciples to recognize the risen Lord? Jesus' death scattered his disciples and shattered their hopes and dreams. They had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel . They saw the cross as defeat and could not comprehend the empty tomb until the Lord Jesus appeared to them and gave them understanding.

Do you doubt the good news that Jesus rose to give you new life?
Jesus chided the disciples on the road to Emmaus for their slowness of heart to believe what the Scriptures had said concerning the Messiah. They did not recognize the risen Jesus until he had broken bread with them. Do you recognize the Lord in his word and in the breaking of the bread ?

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) reflects on the dimness of their perception: "They were so disturbed when they saw him hanging on the cross that they forgot his teaching, did not look for his resurrection, and failed to keep his promises in mind" (Sermon 235.1) .

"Their eyes were obstructed, that they should not recognize him until the breaking of the bread. And thus, in accordance with the state of their minds, which was still ignorant of the truth - that the Christ would die and rise again, their eyes were similarly hindered. It was not that the truth himself was misleading them, but rather that they were themselves unable to perceive the truth." (From The Harmony of the Gospels , 3.25.72)
How often do we fail to recognize the Lord when he speaks to our hearts and opens his mind to us? The Risen Lord is ever ready to speak his word to us and to give us understanding of his ways. Do you listen attentively to the Word of God and allow his word to change and transform you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, open the eyes of my heart to recognize your presence with me and to understand the truth of your saving word. Nourish me with your life-giving word and with the bread of life.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 9, 2026

Thursday in the Octave of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 3:11-26

As the crippled man who had been cured clung to Peter and John,
 all the people hurried in amazement toward them
 in the portico called “Solomon’s Portico.”
 When Peter saw this, he addressed the people,
 “You children of Israel, why are you amazed at this,
 and why do you look so intently at us
 as if we had made him walk by our own power or piety?
 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
 the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus
 whom you handed over and denied in Pilate’s presence,
 when he had decided to release him.
 You denied the Holy and Righteous One
 and asked that a murderer be released to you.
 The author of life you put to death,
 but God raised him from the dead; of this we are witnesses.
 And by faith in his name,
 this man, whom you see and know, his name has made strong,
 and the faith that comes through it
 has given him this perfect health,
 in the presence of all of you.
 Now I know, brothers and sisters,
 that you acted out of ignorance, just as your leaders did;
 but God has thus brought to fulfillment
 what he had announced beforehand
 through the mouth of all the prophets,
 that his Christ would suffer.
 Repent, therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be wiped away,
 and that the Lord may grant you times of refreshment
 and send you the Christ already appointed for you, Jesus,
 whom heaven must receive until the times of universal restoration
 of which God spoke through the mouth
 of his holy prophets from of old.
 For Moses said:

A prophet like me will the Lord, your God, raise up for you
 from among your own kin;
 to him you shall listen in all that he may say to you.
 Everyone who does not listen to that prophet
 will be cut off from the people. 

“Moreover, all the prophets who spoke,
 from Samuel and those afterwards, also announced these days.
 You are the children of the prophets
 and of the covenant that God made with your ancestors
 when he said to Abraham,
 In your offspring all the families of the earth shall be blessed.
 For you first, God raised up his servant and sent him to bless you
 by turning each of you from your evil ways.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9

R.(2ab) O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

O LORD, our Lord,
 how glorious is your name over all the earth!
 What is man that you should be mindful of him,
 or the son of man that you should care for him?

R. O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

You have made him little less than the angels,
 and crowned him with glory and honor.
 You have given him rule over the works of your hands,
 putting all things under his feet.

R. O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

All sheep and oxen,
 yes, and the beasts of the field,
 The birds of the air, the fishes of the sea,
 and whatever swims the paths of the seas.

R. O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sequence -- optional

Victimae paschali laudes

Christians, to the Paschal Victim
 Offer your thankful praises!
 A Lamb the sheep redeems;
 Christ, who only is sinless,
 Reconciles sinners to the Father.
 Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous:
 The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal.
 Speak, Mary, declaring
 What you saw, wayfaring.
 “The tomb of Christ, who is living,
 The glory of Jesus’ resurrection;
 bright angels attesting,
 The shroud and napkin resting.
 Yes, Christ my hope is arisen;
 to Galilee he goes before you.”
 Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining.
 Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!
 Amen. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Psalm 118:24

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

This is the day the LORD has made;
 let us be glad and rejoice in it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 24:35-48

The disciples of Jesus recounted what had taken place along the way,
 and how they had come to recognize him in the breaking of bread.

While they were still speaking about this,
 he stood in their midst and said to them,
 "Peace be with you."
 But they were startled and terrified
 and thought that they were seeing a ghost.
 Then he said to them, "Why are you troubled?
 And why do questions arise in your hearts?
 Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself.
 Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones
 as you can see I have."
 And as he said this,
 he showed them his hands and his feet.
 While they were still incredulous for joy and were amazed,
 he asked them, "Have you anything here to eat?"
 They gave him a piece of baked fish;
 he took it and ate it in front of them.

He said to them,
 "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you,
 that everything written about me in the law of Moses
 and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled."
 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.
 And he said to them,
 "Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer
 and rise from the dead on the third day
 and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins,
 would be preached in his name
 to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
 You are witnesses of these things."

Reflection 
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Thursday (April 9):  Jesus Opened Their Minds to Understand the ScripturesMeditation: Aren't we like the apostles? We wont believe unless we can see with our own eyes. The Gospel accounts attest to the reality of the resurrection of Jesus from the grave. Jesus goes to great lengths to assure his disciples that he is no mere ghost or illusion. He shows them the marks of his crucifixion and he explains how the Scriptures foretold his death and rising.

Jerome (347-420 AD) , an early church bible scholar, comments: "As he showed them real hands and a real side, he really ate with his disciples; really walked with Cleophas; conversed with men with a real tongue; really reclined at supper; with real hands took bread, blessed and broke it, and was offering it to them... Do not put the power of the Lord on the level with the tricks of magicians, so that he may appear to have been what he was not, and may be thought to have eaten without teeth, walked without feet, broken bread without hands, spoken without a tongue, and showed a side which had no ribs." (From a letter to Pammachius against John of Jerusalem 34)
The door to heaven and key to paradise is through the cross
The centrality of the Gospel message is the cross - but fortunately it does not stop there. Through the cross Jesus defeated our enemies - death and Satan and won pardon for our sins. His cross is the door to heaven and the key to paradise. The way to glory is through the cross. When the disciples saw the risen Lord they disbelieved for joy! How can death lead to life, the cross to victory? Jesus shows us the way and he gives us the power to overcome sin and despair, and everything else that would stand in the way of his love and truth. Just as the first disciples were commissioned to bring the good news of salvation to all the nations, so, we, too, are called to be witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus Christ to all who live on the face of the earth. Do you witness the joy of the Gospel to those around you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, open our minds to understand the Scriptures that we may fully comprehend the truth of your word. Anoint us with your power and give us joy and boldness to proclaim the Gospel in word and deed.
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April 10, 2026

Friday in the Octave of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 4:1-12

After the crippled man had been cured,
 while Peter and John were still speaking to the people,
 the priests, the captain of the temple guard,
 and the Sadducees confronted them,
 disturbed that they were teaching the people
 and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead.
 They laid hands on Peter and John
 and put them in custody until the next day,
 since it was already evening.
 But many of those who heard the word came to believe
 and the number of men grew to about five thousand.

On the next day, their leaders, elders, and scribes
 were assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest,
 Caiaphas, John, Alexander,
 and all who were of the high-priestly class.
 They brought them into their presence and questioned them,
 "By what power or by what name have you done this?"
 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, answered them,
 "Leaders of the people and elders:
 If we are being examined today
 about a good deed done to a cripple,
 namely, by what means he was saved,
 then all of you and all the people of Israel should know
 that it was in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean
 whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead;
 in his name this man stands before you healed.
 He is the stone rejected by you, the builders,
 which has become the cornerstone.
 There is no salvation through anyone else,
 nor is there any other name under heaven
 given to the human race by which we are to be saved."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a

R.(22) The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
 for his mercy endures forever.
 Let the house of Israel say,
 "His mercy endures forever."
 Let those who fear the LORD say,
 "His mercy endures forever."

R. The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The stone which the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone.
 By the LORD has this been done;
 it is wonderful in our eyes.
 This is the day the LORD has made;
 let us be glad and rejoice in it.

R. The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

O LORD, grant salvation!
 O LORD, grant prosperity!
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD;
 we bless you from the house of the LORD.
 The LORD is God, and he has given us light.

R. The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sequence -- optional

Victimae paschali laudes

Christians, to the Paschal Victim
 Offer your thankful praises!
 A Lamb the sheep redeems;
 Christ, who only is sinless,
 Reconciles sinners to the Father.
 Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous:
 The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal.
 Speak, Mary, declaring
 What you saw, wayfaring.
 “The tomb of Christ, who is living,
 The glory of Jesus’ resurrection;
 bright angels attesting,
 The shroud and napkin resting.
 Yes, Christ my hope is arisen;
 to Galilee he goes before you.”
 Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining.
 Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!
 Amen. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Psalm 118:24

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

This is the day the LORD has made;
 let us be glad and rejoice in it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 21:1-14

Jesus revealed himself again to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias.
 He revealed himself in this way.
 Together were Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus,
 Nathanael from Cana in Galilee,
 Zebedee's sons, and two others of his disciples.
 Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing."
 They said to him, "We also will come with you."
 So they went out and got into the boat,
 but that night they caught nothing.
 When it was already dawn, Jesus was standing on the shore;
 but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.
 Jesus said to them, "Children, have you caught anything to eat?"
 They answered him, "No."
 So he said to them, "Cast the net over the right side of the boat
 and you will find something."
 So they cast it, and were not able to pull it in
 because of the number of fish.
 So the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord."
 When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord,
 he tucked in his garment, for he was lightly clad,
 and jumped into the sea.
 The other disciples came in the boat,
 for they were not far from shore, only about a hundred yards,
 dragging the net with the fish.
 When they climbed out on shore,
 they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread.
 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you just caught."
 So Simon Peter went over and dragged the net ashore
 full of one hundred fifty-three large fish.
 Even though there were so many, the net was not torn.
 Jesus said to them, "Come, have breakfast."
 And none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?"
 because they realized it was the Lord.
 Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to them,
 and in like manner the fish.
 This was now the third time Jesus was revealed to his disciples
 after being raised from the dead.

Reflection
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Friday (April 10):  Jesus Revealed Himself Again to the DisciplesMeditation: Why didn't the apostles immediately recognize the Lord when he greeted them at the Sea of Tiberias? John gives us a clue. He states that Peter had decided to return to his home district of Galilee, very likely so he could resume his fishing career. Peter was discouraged and didn't know what to do after the tragedy of Jesus' death! He went back to his previous career out of despair and uncertainty. The other apostles followed him back to Galilee.

The gift of faith opens our eyes to recognize the risen Lord Jesus in our midst
When was the last time Peter was commanded to let down his net after a futile night of fishing? It was at the beginning of Jesus' ministry in Galilee when the Lord dramatically approached Peter in his fishing boat after a futile night of fishing and commanded him to lower his nets (see Luke 5:4-11 ). After the miraculous catch, Jesus told Peter that he would be 'catching people" for the kingdom of God. Now Jesus repeats the same miracle. John, the beloved disciple, is the first to recognize the Lord. Peter impulsively leaps from the boat and runs to the Lord. Do you run to the Lord when you meet setbacks, disappointments, or trials? The Lord is ever ready to renew us in faith and to give us fresh hope in his promises.

Do you recognize the presence of the Risen Lord in your life?
Skeptics who disbelieve the resurrection say the disciples only saw a vision of Jesus. The Gospel accounts, however, give us a vivid picture of the reality of the resurrection. Jesus went out of his way to offer his disciples various proofs of his resurrection - that he is real and true flesh, not just a spirit or ghost. In his third appearance to the apostles, after Jesus performed the miraculous catch of fish, he prepared a breakfast and ate with them. John's prompt recognition of the Master - It is the Lord! and Peter's immediate response to run to the Lord - stands in sharp contrast to Peter's previous denial of his Master during the night of Jesus' arrest. The Lord Jesus reveals himself to each of us as we open our hearts to hear his word. Do you recognize the Lord's presence in your life and do you accept his word with faith and trust?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are the Resurrection and the Life. Increase my faith in the power of your resurrection and in the truth that you are truly alive! May I never doubt your life-giving word nor stray from your presence.
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April 11, 2026

Saturday in the Octave of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 4:13-21

Observing the boldness of Peter and John
 and perceiving them to be uneducated, ordinary men,
 the leaders, elders, and scribes were amazed,
 and they recognized them as the companions of Jesus.
 Then when they saw the man who had been cured standing there with them,
 they could say nothing in reply.
 So they ordered them to leave the Sanhedrin,
 and conferred with one another, saying,
 “What are we to do with these men?
 Everyone living in Jerusalem knows that a remarkable sign
 was done through them, and we cannot deny it.
 But so that it may not be spread any further among the people,
 let us give them a stern warning
 never again to speak to anyone in this name.”

So they called them back
 and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.
 Peter and John, however, said to them in reply,
 “Whether it is right in the sight of God
 for us to obey you rather than God, you be the judges.
 It is impossible for us not to speak about what we have seen and heard.”
 After threatening them further,
 they released them,
 finding no way to punish them,
 on account of the people who were all praising God
 for what had happened.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21

R. (21a) I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
 for his mercy endures forever.
 My strength and my courage is the LORD,
 and he has been my savior.
 The joyful shout of victory
 in the tents of the just.

R. I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

“The right hand of the LORD is exalted;
 the right hand of the LORD has struck with power.”
 I shall not die, but live,
 and declare the works of the LORD.
 Though the LORD has indeed chastised me,
 yet he has not delivered me to death.

R. I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Open to me the gates of justice;
 I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
 This is the gate of the LORD;
 the just shall enter it.
 I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me
 and have been my savior.

R. I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Sequence -- optional

Victimae paschali laudes

Christians, to the Paschal Victim
 Offer your thankful praises!
 A Lamb the sheep redeems;
 Christ, who only is sinless,
 Reconciles sinners to the Father.
 Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous:
 The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal.
 Speak, Mary, declaring
 What you saw, wayfaring.
 “The tomb of Christ, who is living,
 The glory of Jesus’ resurrection;
 bright angels attesting,
 The shroud and napkin resting.
 Yes, Christ my hope is arisen;
 to Galilee he goes before you.”
 Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining.
 Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!
 Amen. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Psalm 118:24

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

This is the day the LORD has made;
 let us be glad and rejoice in it.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 16:9-15

When Jesus had risen, early on the first day of the week,
 he appeared first to Mary Magdalene,
 out of whom he had driven seven demons.
 She went and told his companions who were mourning and weeping.
 When they heard that he was alive
 and had been seen by her, they did not believe.

After this he appeared in another form
 to two of them walking along on their way to the country.
 They returned and told the others;
 but they did not believe them either.

But later, as the Eleven were at table, he appeared to them
 and rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart
 because they had not believed those
 who saw him after he had been raised.
 He said to them, “Go into the whole world
 and proclaim the Gospel to every creature.”

Reflection
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Saturday (April 11):  Go and Preach the Gospel to the Whole CreationMeditation: Do you believe the Lord Jesus is truly alive and ready to make his presence known to everyone who believes in him? The first to see the risen Lord was not Peter or one of the apostles, but a woman noted for her demonized living! She had been forgiven much, and loved her Master greatly. She was first at the tomb to pay her respects. Unfortunately for the disciples, they would not believe her account of the Risen Master. Jesus had to scold his apostles because of their unbelief and stubborn hearts.

The Holy Spirit makes our faith in Jesus Christ come alive
Are you like the apostles or like Mary - slow to believe or quick to run to Jesus? Do you doubt because you do not see? The Lord makes his presence known to us through the work and power of the Holy Spirit. He gives us the gift of faith to know him personally and to understand the mystery of his death and rising. Do you believe his word and do you listen to his voice?

We are Christ's ambassadors and witnesses of his victory over sin and death
After his appearance to his beloved apostles, Jesus commissions them to go and preach the Gospel to the whole creation. Their task is to proclaim the good news of salvation, not only to the people of Israel but to all the nations. This is the great commission which the risen Christ gives to the whole church. All believers have been given a share in this task - to be heralds of the good news and ambassadors for Jesus Christ, the only savior of the world. We have not been left alone in this task, for the risen Lord works in and through us by the power of his Holy Spirit. Do you witness to others the joy of the Gospel and the hope of the resurrection?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, increase my faith and hope in the power of your resurrection. And give me joy and courage to be your witness to others and to boldly speak of what you have done to save us from sin and death.
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April 12, 2026

Second Sunday of Easter (or Sunday of Divine Mercy)

Reading 1

Acts 2:42-47

They devoted themselves
 to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life,
 to the breaking of bread and to the prayers.
 Awe came upon everyone,
 and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.
 All who believed were together and had all things in common;
 they would sell their property and possessions
 and divide them among all according to each one’s need.
 Every day they devoted themselves
 to meeting together in the temple area
 and to breaking bread in their homes.
 They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart,
 praising God and enjoying favor with all the people.
 And every day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24

R. (1) Give thanks to the LORD for he is good, his love is everlasting.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Let the house of Israel say,
 “His mercy endures forever.”
 Let the house of Aaron say,
 “His mercy endures forever.”
 Let those who fear the LORD say,
 “His mercy endures forever.”

R. Give thanks to the LORD for he is good, his love is everlasting.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

I was hard pressed and was falling,
 but the LORD helped me.
 My strength and my courage is the LORD,
 and he has been my savior.
 The joyful shout of victory
 in the tents of the just:

R. Give thanks to the LORD for he is good, his love is everlasting.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The stone which the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone.
 By the LORD has this been done;
 it is wonderful in our eyes.
 This is the day the LORD has made;
 let us be glad and rejoice in it.

R. Give thanks to the LORD for he is good, his love is everlasting.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Reading 2

1 Peter 1:3-9

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 who in his great mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope
 through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,
 kept in heaven for you
 who by the power of God are safeguarded through faith,
 to a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the final time.
 In this you rejoice, although now for a little while
 you may have to suffer through various trials,
 so that the genuineness of your faith,
 more precious than gold that is perishable even though tested by fire,
 may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor
 at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
 Although you have not seen him you love him;
 even though you do not see him now yet believe in him,
 you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy,
 as you attain the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Alleluia

John 20:29

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me, says the Lord;
 blessed are they who have not seen me, but still believe!

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 20:19-31

On the evening of that first day of the week,
 when the doors were locked, where the disciples were,
 for fear of the Jews,
 Jesus came and stood in their midst
 and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
 The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.
 As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
 “Receive the Holy Spirit.
 Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,
 and whose sins you retain are retained.”

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve,
 was not with them when Jesus came.
 So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.”
 But he said to them,
 “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands
 and put my finger into the nailmarks
 and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

Now a week later his disciples were again inside
 and Thomas was with them.
 Jesus came, although the doors were locked,
 and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.”
 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands,
 and bring your hand and put it into my side,
 and do not be unbelieving, but believe.”
 Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
 Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me?
 Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”

Now, Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples
 that are not written in this book.
 But these are written that you may come to believe
 that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
 and that through this belief you may have life in his name.

Reflection
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2nd Sunday of Easter  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. Introduction On April 30, 2000, His Holiness John Paul II, in response to the wishes of the Christian faithful, declared that the Second Sunday of Easter henceforth throughout the Church will also be called Divine Mercy Sunday. The desire for this celebration was expressed by Our Lord to Saint Faustina as can be found in her Diary (§699):... My daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession, and receive Holy Communion on this day shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment... 

 

1st Reading - Acts 2:42-47 

 
 The Acts (Deeds) of the Apostles were written by Saint Luke toward the end of the first captivity of Saint Paul in Rome, about 62 A.D. The earliest tradition of the Church concurs in attributing this inspired book to Saint Luke, author of the third gospel. This book, like the gospel, is dedicated to Theophilus, of whom we know nothing. The Book of the Acts of the Apostles, sometimes lovingly referred to as the fifth 

 

2nd Reading - 1 Peter 1:3-9 

 
 This first letter of Peter was written from Rome very probably around A.D. 63-64, given that it contains no references to the persecution unleashed by Nero after July 64. The letter is addressed to the Christians of Asia Minor – gentiles evangelized mainly by Saint Paul. In this letter, Saint Peter seeks to console and strengthen the faith of Christians who are experiencing difficult times; this is quite in keeping with his role as head of the Church. This message (letter) which we will study as our second reading all through the Easter season, is a faithful reflection of the catechesis of apostolic times. 3    Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a new birth The spiritual rebirth of Christians to a new life is the main topic of this part. The form of this prayer is a blessing common in Jewish tradition (see Genesis 9:26). We are given this new birth by baptism (see John 3:5). to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, This refers not only to the living hope but also to new birth 4    to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you 3    Notice the family covenant imagery. The promises made to Israel are seen as fulfilled also in the Christian Church. In the Old Testament, the inheritance is primarily the land of Israel (Deuteronomy 15:4). As opposed to the land, the New Covenant inheritance is imperishable; it is eternal life in the heavenly kingdom. An incorruptible inheritance must be an infinite one, since everything finite is corruptible. The inheritance of the first Adam was corrupted by sin, but the inheritance of the second Adam can never be touched by the stain of sin. [Saint Hilary of Arles (ca. A.D. 428), Commentary on 1 Peter] Our inheritance is imperishable because it is a heavenly life which neither age nor illness nor death nor plague can touch. It is undefiled because no unclean person can enter into it. It is unfading, because the heavenly blessings are such that even after long enjoyment of them the blessed never grow tired, whereas those who live in earthly luxury eventually have their fill of it and turn away from it. [Saint Bede the Venerable (ca. A.D. 416), On 1 Peter] 5    who by the power of God are safeguarded through faith, Faith has a wide range of meanings in 1st Peter. Here, it means that trust in God is essential for salvation. For those who have this faith, the security of their inheritance is like a land with strong military protection – it is guarded by Gods power. to a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the final time. Salvation, the goal of Christian faith, is presented as a future event. Not once saved, always saved, but a hope for eternal salvation. 6    In this you rejoice, although now for a little while you may have to suffer through various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold that is perishable even though tested by fire, may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Once you have accepted Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior, the battle is just beginning. Your faith will be tested and refined (made pure) throughout your life so that when the end time comes, you will stand ready to accept your inheritance. Just as gold is tried by fire and becomes useful, so also you who live in the world are tried in it. So then, you who remain in it and pass through the flames will be purified. For just as gold casts off its dross, so also you will cast off all sorrow and tribulation, becoming pure and useful for the building of the tower. [Hermas (ca. A.D. 140), The Shepherd, Visions 3,1] 8    Although you have not seen him you love him; even though you do not see him now yet believe in him, you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 as you attain the goal of (your) faith, the salvation of your souls. 4    As the glory of Christs resurrection was preceded by His sufferings and death, the new life of faith that it bestows will be subjected to many trials while achieving its goal: the glory of the fullness of salvation at the coming of Christ. 

 

Gospel - John 20:19-31 

 
 Having celebrated Jesus resurrection last week at Easter, we now hear of His first appearance to His apostles after that event. 19    On the evening of that first day of the week, The first Easter Sunday, the day Jesus rose from the dead. John wants to make it clear that this is the apostles first encounter with the risen Christ. Every resurrection account which is dated in the gospels occurs on a Sunday. when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, After what had happened to Jesus, they feared for their lives. Jesus came and stood in their midst Through locked doors. Emphasizes the spiritual qualities of the resurrected body of Christ. and said to them, Peace be with you. Shalom 20    When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. The showing of the wounds demonstrates that the Risen One is the Crucified One. Answers the question of Where have they put him?(John 20:2). 21    (Jesus) said to them again, Peace be with you. Shalom. This is also a promised gift in John 14:27 - Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. As the Father has sent me, Jesus was sent to reconcile people with God and had the authority to forgive sins. so I send you. Sent with the full authority of God. When you hear the bishop, you hear God speaking. 5    Apostle means one who is sent. 22    And when he had said this, he breathed on them An outward sign instituted by Christ. When God breathed on the clay, He breathed life into Adam (Genesis 2:8). Here, Jesus is breathing life into His creation, the Church. and said to them, Receive the holy Spirit. Receipt of the Holy Spirit is a grace; a grace which gives supernatural life. The Baltimore Catechism defines a sacrament as an outward sign, instituted by Christ, to give grace. What we have here is a sacrament in one verse. 23    Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained. This is the power given to the Church to continue the judicial character of Christ in the matter of sin; a character of Jesus which so upset the Pharisees that they sought to kill him. This is the origin of the sacrament of penance, though it is equally true that the Churchs power over sin is also exercised in baptism and the preaching of the redemptive word. The apostles were not given the charism of clairvoyance; they must hear the sins if they are to know which to forgive and which to retain. 24    Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, The designation of the Twelve remains even though one of them has defected. Matthias will be selected by lot to replace Judas in forty days (Acts 1:16ff). was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples said to him, We have seen the Lord. But he said to them, Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe. Doubting Thomas. How many today do not believe in the Real Presence because it fails the duck test? 26    Now a week later Again on a Sunday his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, although the doors were locked, Christ appears under the same circumstances as before. and stood in their midst and said, Peace be with you. 27 Then he said to Thomas, Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, 6    and do not be unbelieving, but believe. Again, a repeat of His previous appearance. Here and in verse 20 is the only explicit evidence from the Bible that Jesus was nailed rather than tied to the cross. Luke 24:39 implies that His feet were also nailed. The Second Sunday of Easter can be called Saint Thomas Easter since he was not present at the first appearance of the risen Lord. 28    Thomas answered and said to him, My Lord and my God! Whether Thomas actually took Jesus up on His offer to probe the wounds is not stated but his response is the most complete affirmation of Christs nature to be found on the lips of anyone in the gospel. The combination of Lord and God is found in the Greek Old Testament (Septuagint) to translate the name of the God of Israel; it was also a combination used as a divine designation in the Greek world. 29    Jesus said to him, Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed. This blessing insists that all those Christians who have believed without seeing have a faith which is in no way different from that of the first disciples. Their faith is grounded in the presence of the Lord through the Spirit. A small number of very early manuscripts read continue to believe rather than come to believe suggesting that the audience consists of Christians whose faith is to be deepened by this reading. 30    Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of (his) disciples that are not written in this book. Other than appearing in a room with locked doors, there are no signs in this reading. This has led some commentators to suggest that this verse was originally the conclusion to the collection of miracles used by the evangelist. In that context Jesus resurrection would have been understood as the final sign of His relationship with the Father. 31    But these are written that you may (come to) believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life in his name. This final verse summarizes the purpose of the gospel as having faith in Jesus as Messiah and Son of God as the source of eternal life. As Jesus said in John 6:29 The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent. If you trust in God and not yourself, then you will do whatever He tells you – no matter how bizarre it may seem. Eat My Flesh, drink My Blood. 
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Sunday (April 12):  Unless I See - I Will Not BelieveMeditation: Do you know the joy of the resurrection? The Risen Lord Jesus revealed the glory of his resurrection to his disciples gradually and over a period of time. Even after the apostles saw the empty tomb and heard the reports of Jesus' appearance to the women, they were still weak in faith and fearful of being arrested by the Jewish authorities. When Jesus appeared to them he offered proofs of his resurrection by showing them the wounds of his passion, his pierced hands and side. He calmed their fears and brought them peace, the peace which reconciles sinners and makes us friends of God.

Live and proclaim the Gospel of mercy in the power of the Holy Spirit
Jesus did something which only love and trust can do. He commissioned his weak and timid apostles to bring the good news of the Gospel to the ends of the earth. This sending out of the disciples is parallel to the sending out of Jesus by his heavenly Father. Jesus fulfilled his mission through his perfect love and obedience to the will of his Father. He called his first disciples and he now calls each one of us to do the same. Just as he gave his first disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit, so he breathes on each of us the same Holy Spirit who equips us with new life, power, joy, and courage to live each day as followers of the Risen Lord.

The last apostle to meet the resurrected Lord was the first to go with him to Jerusalem at Passover time. The apostle Thomas was a natural pessimist. When Jesus proposed that they visit Lazarus after receiving news of his illness, Thomas said to the disciples: "Let us also go, that we may die with him" (John 11:16). While Thomas deeply loved the Lord, he lacked the courage to stand with Jesus in his passion and crucifixion. After Jesus' death, Thomas made the mistake of withdrawing from the other apostles. He sought loneliness rather than fellowship in his time of trial and adversity. He doubted the women who saw the resurrected Jesus and he doubted his own fellow apostles.

Through the gift of faith we recognize the Risen Lord and receive new life
When Thomas finally had the courage to rejoin the other apostles, the Lord Jesus made his presence known to him and reassured him that he had indeed overcome death and risen again. When Thomas recognized his Master, he believed and exclaimed that Jesus was truly Lord and truly God! Through the gift of faith we, too, proclaim that Jesus is our personal Lord and our God. He died and rose that we, too, might have new life in him. The Lord offers each of us new life in his Holy Spirit that we may know him personally and walk in this new way of life through the power of his resurrection. Do you believe in the good news of the Gospel and in the power of the Holy Spirit to bring you new life, hope, and joy?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, through your victory over sin and death you have overcome all the powers of sin and darkness. Help me to draw near to you and to trust in your life-giving word. Fill me with your Holy Spirit and strengthen my faith in your promises and my hope in the power of your resurrection.
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April 13, 2026

Monday of the Second Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 4:23-31

After their release Peter and John went back to their own people
 and reported what the chief priests and elders had told them.
 And when they heard it,
 they raised their voices to God with one accord
 and said, "Sovereign Lord, maker of heaven and earth
 and the sea and all that is in them,
 you said by the Holy Spirit
 through the mouth of our father David, your servant:

Why did the Gentiles rage
 and the peoples entertain folly?
 The kings of the earth took their stand
 and the princes gathered together
 against the Lord and against his anointed.

Indeed they gathered in this city
 against your holy servant Jesus whom you anointed,
 Herod and Pontius Pilate,
 together with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,
 to do what your hand and your will
 had long ago planned to take place.
 And now, Lord, take note of their threats,
 and enable your servants to speak your word
 with all boldness, as you stretch forth your hand to heal,
 and signs and wonders are done
 through the name of your holy servant Jesus."
 As they prayed, the place where they were gathered shook,
 and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
 and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9

R. (see 11d) Blessed are all who take refuge in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Why do the nations rage
 and the peoples utter folly?
 The kings of the earth rise up,
 and the princes conspire together
 against the LORD and against his anointed:
 "Let us break their fetters
 and cast their bonds from us!"

R. Blessed are all who take refuge in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He who is throned in heaven laughs;
 the LORD derides them.
 Then in anger he speaks to them;
 he terrifies them in his wrath:
 "I myself have set up my king
 on Zion, my holy mountain."
 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD.

R. Blessed are all who take refuge in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD said to me, "You are my Son;
 this day I have begotten you.
 Ask of me and I will give you
 the nations for an inheritance
 and the ends of the earth for your possession.
 You shall rule them with an iron rod;
 you shall shatter them like an earthen dish."

R. Blessed are all who take refuge in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Colossians 3:1

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If then you were raised with Christ,
 seek what is above,
 where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 3:1-8

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
 He came to Jesus at night and said to him,
 "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God,
 for no one can do these signs that you are doing
 unless God is with him."
 Jesus answered and said to him,
 "Amen, amen, I say to you,
 unless one is born from above, he cannot see the Kingdom of God."
 Nicodemus said to him,
 "How can a man once grown old be born again?
 Surely he cannot reenter his mother's womb and be born again, can he?"
 Jesus answered,
 "Amen, amen, I say to you,
 unless one is born of water and Spirit
 he cannot enter the Kingdom of God.
 What is born of flesh is flesh
 and what is born of spirit is spirit.
 Do not be amazed that I told you,
 'You must be born from above.'
 The wind blows where it wills,
 and you can hear the sound it makes,
 but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes;
 so it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit."

Optional Memorial of Saint Martin I, Pope and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718 or the Common of Pastors: For a Pope, #719-724.



Reading 1

2 Timothy 2:8-13; 3:10-12

Beloved:
 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David:
 such is my Gospel, for which I am suffering,
 even to the point of chains, like a criminal.
 But the word of God is not chained.
 Therefore, I bear with everything for the sake of those who are chosen,
 so that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus,
 together with eternal glory.
 This saying is trustworthy:

If we have died with him
 we shall also live with him;
 if we persevere
 we shall also reign with him.
 But if we deny him
 he will deny us.
 If we are unfaithful
 he remains faithful,
 for he cannot deny himself.

You have followed my teaching, way of life,
 purpose, faith, patience, love,
 endurance, persecutions, and sufferings,
 such as happened to me in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra,
 persecutions that I endured.
 Yet from all these things the Lord delivered me.
 In fact, all who want to live religiously in Christ Jesus
 will be persecuted.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1bc-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6

R. (5) Those who sow in tears, shall reap rejoicing.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears, shall reap rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. Those who sow in tears, shall reap rejoicing.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those that sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears, shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. Those who sow in tears, shall reap rejoicing.


 Alleluia

See Te Deum

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

We praise you, O God,
 we acclaim you as Lord;
 the white-robed army of martyrs praise you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:18-21

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "If the world hates you, realize that it hated me first.
 If you belonged to the world, the world would love its own;
 but because you do not belong to the world,
 and I have chosen you out of the world,
 the world hates you.
 Remember the word I spoke to you,
 'No slave is greater than his master.'
 If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.
 If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.
 And they will do all these things to you on account of my name,
 because they do not know the One who sent me."

Reflection
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Monday (April 13):  Unless One Is Born AnewMeditation: Do you nourish your faith with prayerful reflection of the word of God? When Nicodemus heard about Jesus' miracles and extraordinary teaching, he decided to meet with him privately, away from the crowds and the public spotlight. Nicodemus was no ordinary Jew. He was a religious ruler and member of the Sanhedrin, which was the supreme court of the Jews, and a teacher of Israel (John 3:10). He was a devout Pharisee who sought to perfectly follow the law of Moses, as prescribed in the Five Books of Moses (Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, Leviticus, and Numbers) and further elaborated in the numerous scribal laws, recorded in the Mishnah and the Talmud.

Nicodemus decided to meet with Jesus at night, possibly for two reasons. He may have been cautious and not ready to publicly associate himself with Jesus since many Pharisees opposed Jesus' teaching and called him a Sabbath breaker. It is also likely that Nicodemus chose the night as the best time for seeking a private and undisturbed conversation with Jesus. The rabbis declared that the best time to study the law was at night after the day's work was completed and the household was at rest. When Nicodemus saw Jesus he addressed him as rabbi (a teacher of God's word and law) and acknowledged that Jesus' teaching came from God.

How can one get right with God and enter his kingdom?
Jesus' conversation with Nicodemus went to the very heart of the Mosaic law - how can one get right with God and enter God's kingdom? Jesus' answer was brief and startling: "Unless one is born anew, he cannot see God." The new birth which Jesus spoke about was not a physical birth but the beginning of a spiritual birth which is something completely new and radical, and from above, namely from God himself. Jesus said that this rebirth was necessary if one was to enter God's kingdom. Nicodemus thought that to be born again, even spiritually, was impossible. He probably knew too well from experience that anyone who wants to be changed from within, can't accomplish this by oneself. Jesus explained that this change could only come about through the work and action of the Holy Spirit. This rebirth in the Spirit is very real and experiential, like the wind which can be felt and heard while it is visibly unseen to the naked eye.

Rebirth to new life in the power of the Holy Spirit
What does it mean to be reborn in the Spirit? The new birth which Jesus speaks of is a spiritual birth to a life which is transformed through the power of God. This new life brings us into an experiential relationship with God as his adopted sons and daughters (Romans 6:4; 8:10-11). This new birth is made possible when one is baptized into Christ and receives the gift of the Holy Spirit. God wants to renew all of his people in the gift of new life in his Holy Spirit. This new life in the Spirit brings us into God's kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy (Romans 14:17).

What is the kingdom of God - which is also called the kingdom of heaven ? God's kingdom - his reign and blessing as King over us - is the abundant everlasting life and power from heaven which God shares with those who accept him as the Eternal Father and Author of Life and Ruler of All he has created. Jesus explains in the prayer he gave to his disciples, what we call the Lord's Prayer or the Our Father, that God's kingdom is that society of men and women who acknowledge God as their Lord and Ruler and who obey his word and live according to his will on earth as it is in heaven (Matthew 6:10).

We are sons and daughters of God and citizens of his kingdom
To be reborn in the Spirit is to enter that society in which God is honored and obeyed. Those who willingly accept God's rule in their lives become citizens of God's heavenly kingdom and members of God's family - his adopted sons and daughters. And they enter into possession of the life which comes from God himself, an everlasting life of love, peace, joy, and freedom from sin, oppression, and corruption. Do you know the joy and freedom of the new birth and abundant life which Jesus Christ has won for you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, you offer us abundant new life and power to live as sons and daughters of our Father in heaven. Renew in me the gift of faith to accept and obey your life-giving word and to cooperate with the transforming power of your Holy Spirit who changes us into your likeness. May your kingdom come and your will be done in my life today, tomorrow, and always.
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April 14, 2026

Tuesday of the Second Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 4:32-37

The community of believers was of one heart and mind,
 and no one claimed that any of his possessions was his own,
 but they had everything in common.
 With great power the Apostles bore witness
 to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,
 and great favor was accorded them all.
 There was no needy person among them,
 for those who owned property or houses would sell them,
 bring the proceeds of the sale,
 and put them at the feet of the Apostles,
 and they were distributed to each according to need.

Thus Joseph, also named by the Apostles Barnabas
 (which is translated "son of encouragement"),
 a Levite, a Cypriot by birth,
 sold a piece of property that he owned,
 then brought the money and put it at the feet of the Apostles.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5

R. (1a) The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD is king, in splendor robed;
 robed is the LORD and girt about with strength.

R. The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

And he has made the world firm,
 not to be moved.
 Your throne stands firm from of old;
 from everlasting you are, O LORD.

R. The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Your decrees are worthy of trust indeed:
 holiness befits your house,
 O LORD, for length of days.

R. The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

John 3:14-15

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Son of Man must be lifted up,
 so that everyone who believes in him
 may have eternal life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 3:7b-15

Jesus said to Nicodemus:
 "'You must be born from above.'
 The wind blows where it wills, and you can hear the sound it makes,
 but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes;
 so it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit."
 Nicodemus answered and said to him,
 'How can this happen?"
 Jesus answered and said to him,
 "You are the teacher of Israel and you do not understand this?
 Amen, amen, I say to you,
 we speak of what we know and we testify to what we have seen,
 but you people do not accept our testimony.
 If I tell you about earthly things and you do not believe,
 how will you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?
 No one has gone up to heaven
 except the one who has come down from heaven, the Son of Man.
 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,
 so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
 so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life."

Reflection
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Tuesday (April 14):  You Must Be Born AnewMeditation: Do you know the healing power and victory of the cross of Jesus Christ? Jesus spoke to Nicodemus of a "new birth in the Spirit" which would come about through the victory he would accomplish through his death and rising. The Hebrew word for "spirit" means both "wind" and "breath". Jesus explained to Nicodemus: You can hear, feel, and see the effects of the wind, but you do not know where it comes from. In like manner, you can see the effects of the Holy Spirit in the lives of those whom the Spirit touches with the peace, joy, and signs of God's power and love at work in them.

The "lifting up" of the Son of Man
Jesus explained to Nicodemus that the "Son of Man" must be "lifted up" to bring the power and authority of God's kingdom to bear on the earth. The title, "Son of Man," came from the prophet Daniel who describes a vision he received of the Anointed Messiah King who was sent from heaven to rule over the earth (Daniel 7:13-14). Traditionally when kings began to reign they were literally "lifted up" and enthroned above the people. Jesus explains to Nicodemus that he will be recognized as the Messiah King when he is "lifted up" on the cross at Calvary. Jesus died for his claim to be the Messiah King sent by the Father to redeem, heal, and reconcile his people with God.

Jesus points to a key prophetic sign which Moses performed in the wilderness right after the people of Israel were afflicted with poisonous serpents. Scripture tells us that many people died in the wilderness because of their sin of rebellion towards Moses and God. Through Moses' intervention, God showed mercy to the people and instructed Moses to "make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and every one who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live" (Numbers 21:8). This miraculous sign was meant to foreshadow and point to the saving work which Jesus would perform to bring healing and salvation to the world.

Cyril of Alexandria (376-444 AD), an early church father, explains the spiritual meaning of the bronze serpent and how it points to the saving work of Jesus Christ: "This story is a type of the whole mystery of the incarnation. For the serpent signifies bitter and deadly sin, which was devouring the whole race on the earth... biting the Soul of man and infusing it with the venom of wickedness. And there is no way that we could have escaped being conquered by it, except by the relief that comes only from heaven. The Word of God then was made in the likeness of sinful flesh, 'that he might condemn sin in the flesh' [Romans 8:3], as it is written. In this way, he becomes the Giver of unending salvation to those who comprehend the divine doctrines and gaze on him with steadfast faith. But the serpent, being fixed upon a lofty base, signifies that Christ was clearly manifested by his passion on the cross, so that none could fail to see him." (COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 2.1)
Our new birth in the Holy Spirit
The bronze serpent which Moses lifted up in the wilderness points to the cross of Christ which defeats sin and death and obtains everlasting life for those who believe in Jesus Christ. The result of Jesus "being lifted up on the cross" and his rising from the dead, and his exaltation and ascension to the Father's right hand in heaven, is our "new birth in the Spirit" and adoption as sons and daughters of God. God not only frees us from our sins and pardons us, he also fills us with his own divine life through the gift and working of his Spirit who dwells within us.

The Holy Spirit gives us spiritual power and gifts, especially the seven-fold gifts of wisdom and understanding, right judgment and courage, knowledge and reverence for God and his ways, and a holy fear in God's presence (see Isaiah 11), to enable us to live in his strength as sons and daughters of God. Do you thirst for the new life which God offers you through the transforming power of his Holy Spirit?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, your death brought life for us. Fill me with your Holy Spirit that I may walk in freedom and joy in the knowledge of your great victory over sin and death.
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April 15, 2026

Wednesday of the Second Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 5:17-26

The high priest rose up and all his companions,
 that is, the party of the Sadducees,
 and, filled with jealousy,
 laid hands upon the Apostles and put them in the public jail.
 But during the night, the angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison,
 led them out, and said,
 "Go and take your place in the temple area,
 and tell the people everything about this life."
 When they heard this,
 they went to the temple early in the morning and taught.
 When the high priest and his companions arrived,
 they convened the Sanhedrin,
 the full senate of the children of Israel,
 and sent to the jail to have them brought in.
 But the court officers who went did not find them in the prison,
 so they came back and reported,
 "We found the jail securely locked
 and the guards stationed outside the doors,
 but when we opened them, we found no one inside."
 When the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests heard this report,
 they were at a loss about them,
 as to what this would come to.
 Then someone came in and reported to them,
 "The men whom you put in prison are in the temple area
 and are teaching the people."
 Then the captain and the court officers went and brought them,
 but without force,
 because they were afraid of being stoned by the people.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9

R.(7a) The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear me and be glad.

R.The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 3:16

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son,
 so that everyone who believes in him might have eternal life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 3:16-21

God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son,
 so that everyone who believes in him might not perish
 but might have eternal life.
 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
 but that the world might be saved through him.
 Whoever believes in him will not be condemned,
 but whoever does not believe has already been condemned,
 because he has not believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of God.
 And this is the verdict,
 that the light came into the world,
 but people preferred darkness to light,
 because their works were evil.
 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light
 and does not come toward the light,
 so that his works might not be exposed.
 But whoever lives the truth comes to the light,
 so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.

Reflection
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Wednesday (April 15):  God so Loved the World That He Gave Us His Only SonMeditation: Do you know the love which surpasses the greatest joy and happiness which one could ever hope to find in this life? Greater love is manifested in the cost and sacrifice of the giver. True lovers hold nothing back but give the best that can be offered to their beloved, including all they possess, even their very lives. God proved his love for each and every one of us by giving us the best he had to offer - his only begotten Son who freely offered up his life for our sake as the atoning sacrifice for our sins and the sin of the world.

God loves each of us uniquely and personally
Abraham's willing sacrifice of his only son, Isaac, prefigures the perfect offering and sacrifice of God's beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. This passage in the Gospel of John tells us of the great breadth and width of God's love. Not an excluding love for just a few or for a single nation, but a redemptive love that embraces the whole world, and a personal love for each and every individual whom God has created in his own image and likeness (Genesis 1:26,27) . God is the eternal Father of Love who cannot rest until his wandering children have returned home to him. Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) said, God loves each one of us as if there were only one of us to love. God gives us the freedom to choose whom and what we will love.

Truth, goodness, and beauty are made perfect in the love of Christ
Jesus shows us the paradox of love and judgment. We can love the darkness of sin and unbelief or we can love the light of God's truth, goodness, and beauty. If our love is guided by what is true, and good, and beautiful then we will choose for God and love him above all else. What we love shows what we prefer and value most. Do you love God above all else? Does he take first place in your life, in your thoughts, affections, and actions?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, your love is better than life itself. May your love consume and transform my heart with all of its yearnings, aspirations, fears, hurts, and concerns, that I may freely desire you above all else and love all others generously for your sake and for your glory. Make me to love what you love, desire what you desire, and give generously as you have been so generous towards me



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 16, 2026

Thursday of the Second Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 5:27-33

When the court officers had brought the Apostles in
 and made them stand before the Sanhedrin,
 the high priest questioned them,
 "We gave you strict orders did we not,
 to stop teaching in that name.
 Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching
 and want to bring this man's blood upon us."
 But Peter and the Apostles said in reply,
 "We must obey God rather than men.
 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus,
 though you had him killed by hanging him on a tree.
 God exalted him at his right hand as leader and savior
 to grant Israel repentance and forgiveness of sins.
 We are witnesses of these things,
 as is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him."

When they heard this,
 they became infuriated and wanted to put them to death.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20

R. (7a) The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD confronts the evildoers,
 to destroy remembrance of them from the earth.
 When the just cry out, the LORD hears them,
 and from all their distress he rescues them.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD is close to the brokenhearted;
 and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.
 Many are the troubles of the just man,
 but out of them all the LORD delivers him.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 20:29

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me, says the Lord;
 blessed are those who have not seen, but still believe!

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 3:31-36

The one who comes from above is above all.
 The one who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of earthly things.
 But the one who comes from heaven is above all.
 He testifies to what he has seen and heard,
 but no one accepts his testimony.
 Whoever does accept his testimony certifies that God is trustworthy.
 For the one whom God sent speaks the words of God.
 He does not ration his gift of the Spirit.
 The Father loves the Son and has given everything over to him.
 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life,
 but whoever disobeys the Son will not see life,
 but the wrath of God remains upon him.

Reflection
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Thursday (April 16):  He Who Believes in the Son Has Eternal LifeMeditation: Do you hunger for the true and abundant life which God offers through the gift of his Holy Spirit? The Jews understood that God gave a certain portion of his Spirit to his prophets. When Elijah was about to depart for heaven, his servant Elisha asked for a double portion of the Spirit which Elijah had received from God (2 Kings 2:9) .

The Holy Spirit opens our minds to understand God's word of truth
Jesus tells his disciples that they can believe the words he speaks because God the Father has anointed him by pouring out his Spirit on him in full measure, without keeping anything back. The function of the Holy Spirit is to reveal God's truth to us. Jesus declared that "when the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth" (John 16:13). When we receive the Holy Spirit he opens our hearts and minds to recognize and understand God's word of truth.

Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) said, "I believe in order to understand; and I understand the better to believe." Faith opens our minds and hearts to receive God's word of truth and to obey it willingly. Do you believe God's word and receive it as if your life depended on it?

God gives us the freedom to accept or reject what he says is true. But with that freedom also comes a responsibility to recognize the consequences of the choice we make - either to believe what he has spoken to us through his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, or to ignore, reject, and chose our own way apart from God. Our choices will either lead us on the path of abundant life and union with God, or the path that leads to spiritual death and separation from God.

Love the Lord, cling to him, and you will have life
God issued a choice and a challenge to the people of the Old Covenant: "See I have set before you this day life and good, death and evil. ...I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse; therefore choose life, that you may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice, and cleaving to him" (Deuteronomy 30:15-20) . And God issues the same challenge to the people of the New Covenant today. Do you weigh the consequences of your choices? Do the choices you make lead you towards life or death - blessing or cursing?

If you choose to obey God's voice and to do his will, then you will know and experience that abundant life which comes from God himself. If you choose to follow your own way apart from God and his will, then you choose for death - a spiritual death which poisons and kills the heart and soul until there is nothing left but an empty person devoid of love, truth, goodness, purity, peace, and joy. Do your choices lead you towards God or away from God?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, let your Holy Spirit fill me and transform my heart and mind that I may choose life - the abundant life you offer to those who trust in you. Give me courage to always choose what is good, true, and just and to reject whatever is false, foolish, and contrary to your holy will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 17, 2026

Friday of the Second Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 5:34-42

A Pharisee in the Sanhedrin named Gamaliel,
 a teacher of the law, respected by all the people,
 stood up, ordered the Apostles to be put outside for a short time,
 and said to the Sanhedrin, "Fellow children of Israel,
 be careful what you are about to do to these men.
 Some time ago, Theudas appeared, claiming to be someone important,
 and about four hundred men joined him, but he was killed,
 and all those who were loyal to him
 were disbanded and came to nothing.
 After him came Judas the Galilean at the time of the census.
 He also drew people after him,
 but he too perished and all who were loyal to him were scattered.
 So now I tell you,
 have nothing to do with these men, and let them go.
 For if this endeavor or this activity is of human origin,
 it will destroy itself.
 But if it comes from God, you will not be able to destroy them;
 you may even find yourselves fighting against God."
 They were persuaded by him.
 After recalling the Apostles, they had them flogged,
 ordered them to stop speaking in the name of Jesus,
 and dismissed them.
 So they left the presence of the Sanhedrin,
 rejoicing that they had been found worthy
 to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.
 And all day long, both at the temple and in their homes,
 they did not stop teaching and proclaiming the Christ, Jesus.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14

R. (see 4abc) One thing I seek: to dwell in the house of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD is my light and my salvation;
 whom should I fear?
 The LORD is my life's refuge;
 of whom should I be afraid?

R. One thing I seek: to dwell in the house of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

One thing I ask of the LORD
 this I seek:
 To dwell in the house of the LORD
 all the days of my life,
 That I may gaze on the loveliness of the LORD
 and contemplate his temple.

R. One thing I seek: to dwell in the house of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

I believe that I shall see the bounty of the LORD
 in the land of the living.
 Wait for the LORD with courage;
 be stouthearted, and wait for the LORD.

R. One thing I seek: to dwell in the house of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

Matthew 4:4b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

One does not live on bread alone,
 but on every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 6:1-15

Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee.
 A large crowd followed him,
 because they saw the signs he was performing on the sick.
 Jesus went up on the mountain,
 and there he sat down with his disciples. 
 The Jewish feast of Passover was near.
 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him,
 he said to Philip, "Where can we buy enough food for them to eat?"
 He said this to test him,
 because he himself knew what he was going to do.
 Philip answered him,
 "Two hundred days' wages worth of food would not be enough
 for each of them to have a little."
 One of his disciples,
 Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said to him,
 "There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish;
 but what good are these for so many?"
 Jesus said, "Have the people recline." 
 Now there was a great deal of grass in that place. 
 So the men reclined, about five thousand in number.
 Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks,
 and distributed them to those who were reclining,
 and also as much of the fish as they wanted.
 When they had had their fill, he said to his disciples,
 "Gather the fragments left over,
 so that nothing will be wasted."
 So they collected them,
 and filled twelve wicker baskets with fragments
 from the five barley loaves that had been more than they could eat.
 When the people saw the sign he had done, they said,
 "This is truly the Prophet, the one who is to come into the world." 
 Since Jesus knew that they were going to come and carry him off
 to make him king,
 he withdrew again to the mountain alone.

Reflection
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Friday (April 17):  The Miraculous Sign of JesusMeditation: Can anything on this earth truly satisfy the deepest longing and hunger we experience for God? A great multitude had gathered to hear Jesus, no doubt because they were hungry for the word of life. Jesus' disciples wanted to send them away at the end of the day because they did not have the resources to feed them. They even complained how much money it would take to feed such a large crowd - at least six month's wages! Jesus, the Bread of Life , took the little they had - five loaves and two fish - and giving thanks to his heavenly Father, distributed to all until they were satisfied of their hunger.

Jesus is the true bread from heaven that gives us abundant life
The people of Israel had been waiting for the prophet whom Moses had promised: The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brethren - him shall you heed (Deuteronomy 18:15). The signs which Jesus did, including the miraculous feeding of the five thousand signified that God has indeed sent him as the anointed Prophet and King. Jesus' feeding of the five thousand is the only miracle that is repeated in all four Gospel accounts. What is the significance of this particular miracle? The miraculous feeding of such a great multitude pointed to God's provision of manna in the wilderness for the people of Israel under Moses' leadership (Exodus 16). This daily provision of food in the barren wilderness foreshadowed the true heavenly bread which Jesus would offer his followers.

The food that makes us live for ever in Jesus Christ
Jesus makes a claim which only God can make: He is the true bread of heaven that can satisfy the deepest hunger we experience. The sign of the multiplication of the loaves when the Lord says the blessing, breaks, and distributes through his disciples prefigures the superabundance of the unique bread of his Eucharist or Lord's Supper. When we receive from the Lord's table we unite ourselves to Jesus Christ, who makes us sharers in his body and blood. Ignatius of Antioch (35-107 A.D.) calls it the "one bread that provides the medicine of immortality, the antidote for death, and the food that makes us live for ever in Jesus Christ" ( Ad Eph. 20,2 ) . This supernatural food is healing for both body and soul and strength for our journey heavenward.

When you approach the Table of the Lord, what do you expect to receive? Healing, pardon, comfort, and rest for your soul? The Lord has much more for us, more than we can ask or imagine. The principal fruit of receiving the Eucharist at the Lord's Table is an intimate union with Jesus Christ, our Divine Healer and Savior. As bodily nourishment restores lost strength, so the Eucharist strengthens us in charity and enables us to break with disordered attachments to creatures and to be more firmly rooted in the love of Christ. Do you hunger for the "bread of life"?

The Lord alone can satisfy the deepest longing of our heart
The feeding of the five thousand shows the remarkable generosity of God and his great kindness towards us. When God gives, he gives abundantly. He gives more than we need for ourselves so that we may have something to share with others, especially those who lack what they need. God takes the little we have and multiplies it for the good of others. Do you trust in God's provision for you and do you share freely with others, especially those who are in need?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you satisfy the deepest longing of our heart and you feed us with the finest of wheat (Psalm 81:16). Fill me with gratitude and give me a generous heart that I may freely share with others what you have given to me.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 18, 2026

Saturday of the Second Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 6:1-7

As the number of disciples continued to grow,
 the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews
 because their widows 
 were being neglected in the daily distribution.
 So the Twelve called together the community of the disciples and said,
 “It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table.
 Brothers, select from among you seven reputable men,
 filled with the Spirit and wisdom,
 whom we shall appoint to this task,
 whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer
 and to the ministry of the word.”
 The proposal was acceptable to the whole community,
 so they chose Stephen, a man filled with faith and the Holy Spirit,
 also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas,
 and Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to Judaism.
 They presented these men to the Apostles
 who prayed and laid hands on them.
 The word of God continued to spread,
 and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly;
 even a large group of priests were becoming obedient to the faith.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19

R. (22) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Exult, you just, in the LORD;
 praise from the upright is fitting.
 Give thanks to the LORD on the harp;
 with the ten-stringed lyre chant his praises.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Upright is the word of the LORD,
 and all his works are trustworthy.
 He loves justice and right;
 of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him,
 upon those who hope for his kindness,
 To deliver them from death
 and preserve them in spite of famine.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Christ is risen, who made all things;
 he has shown mercy on all people.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 6:16-21

When it was evening, the disciples of Jesus went down to the sea,
 embarked in a boat, and went across the sea to Capernaum.
 It had already grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them.
 The sea was stirred up because a strong wind was blowing.
 When they had rowed about three or four miles,
 they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat,
 and they began to be afraid.
 But he said to them, “It is I. Do not be afraid.”
 They wanted to take him into the boat,
 but the boat immediately arrived at the shore
 to which they were heading.

Reflection
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Saturday (April 18):  Jesus Said: "It Is I - Do Not Be Afraid"Meditation: Does the Lord Jesus ever seem distant to you? When John recounted the scene of the apostles being alone at sea in a storm he described the situation as "dark" (John 6:17). It was dark not only physically but spiritually as well. Although they were experienced fishermen, they were fearful for their lives. The Lord's sudden presence - and his supernatural ability to walk towards them on top of the rough waves of the sea - only made them more fearful! John says they were frightened. And Jesus had to calm them with a reassuring command: "Do not be afraid because I am here with you!"

The Lord Jesus is a very present help in trouble
Aren't we like the apostles when we experience moments of darkness, fear, and trials? While the Lord may at times seem absent or very distant to us, he, nonetheless, is always present and close-by. The Scriptures remind us that the Lord is "a very present help in trouble" (Psalm 46:1). Whatever storms may beset us, he promises to "bring us to our desired haven" and place of calm rest and safety (Psalm 107:29-30). The Lord keeps watch over us at all times, and especially in our moments of temptation and difficulty. Do you rely on the Lord for his strength and help?

Jesus assures us that we have no need of fear if we put our trust in him and in his great love and care for us. When calamities or trials threaten to overwhelm you, how do you respond? With faith and hope in God's love, personal care, and presence with you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may I never doubt your saving help and your watchful presence in my life, especially in times of trouble. Fortify my faith with courage and give me enduring hope that I may never waver in my trust in you.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 19, 2026

Third Sunday of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 2:14, 22-33

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven,
 raised his voice, and proclaimed:
 "You who are Jews, indeed all of you staying in Jerusalem.
 Let this be known to you, and listen to my words.
 You who are Israelites, hear these words.
 Jesus the Nazarene was a man commended to you by God
 with mighty deeds, wonders, and signs,
 which God worked through him in your midst, as you yourselves know.
 This man, delivered up by the set plan and foreknowledge of God,
 you killed, using lawless men to crucify him.
 But God raised him up, releasing him from the throes of death,
 because it was impossible for him to be held by it.
 For David says of him:
 I saw the Lord ever before me,
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.
 Therefore my heart has been glad and my tongue has exulted;
 my flesh, too, will dwell in hope, 
 because you will not abandon my soul to the netherworld,
 nor will you suffer your holy one to see corruption.
 You have made known to me the paths of life;
 you will fill me with joy in your presence.

"My brothers, one can confidently say to you
 about the patriarch David that he died and was buried,
 and his tomb is in our midst to this day.
 But since he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn an oath to him
 that he would set one of his descendants upon his throne,
 he foresaw and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ,
 that neither was he abandoned to the netherworld
 nor did his flesh see corruption.
 God raised this Jesus;
 of this we are all witnesses.
 Exalted at the right hand of God,
 he received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father
 and poured him forth, as you see and hear."



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11

R. (11a) Lord, you will show us the path of life.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge;
 I say to the LORD, "My Lord are you."
 O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
 you it is who hold fast my lot.

R. Lord, you will show us the path of life.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

I bless the LORD who counsels me;
 even in the night my heart exhorts me.
 I set the LORD ever before me;
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.

R. Lord, you will show us the path of life.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Therefore my heart is glad and my soul rejoices, 
 my body, too, abides in confidence;
 because you will not abandon my soul to the netherworld,
 nor will you suffer your faithful one to undergo corruption.

R. Lord, you will show us the path of life.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

You will show me the path to life,
 abounding joy in your presence,
 the delights at your right hand forever.

R. Lord, you will show us the path of life.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Reading 2

1 Peter 1:17-21

Beloved:
 If you invoke as Father him who judges impartially
 according to each one's works,
 conduct yourselves with reverence during the time of your sojourning,
 realizing that you were ransomed from your futile conduct,
 handed on by your ancestors,
 not with perishable things like silver or gold
 but with the precious blood of Christ
 as of a spotless unblemished lamb.

He was known before the foundation of the world 
 but revealed in the final time for you,
 who through him believe in God
 who raised him from the dead and gave him glory,
 so that your faith and hope are in God.



Alleluia

Cf. Luke 24:32

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Lord Jesus, open the Scriptures to us;
 make our hearts burn while you speak to us.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Luke 24:13-35

That very day, the first day of the week, 
 two of Jesus' disciples were going
 to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus,
 and they were conversing about all the things that had occurred.
 And it happened that while they were conversing and debating,
 Jesus himself drew near and walked with them,
 but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him.
 He asked them, 
 "What are you discussing as you walk along?"
 They stopped, looking downcast.
 One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply,
 "Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem
 who does not know of the things
 that have taken place there in these days?"
 And he replied to them, "What sort of things?"
 They said to him, 
 "The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene,
 who was a prophet mighty in deed and word
 before God and all the people,
 how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over
 to a sentence of death and crucified him.
 But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel;
 and besides all this,
 it is now the third day since this took place.
 Some women from our group, however, have astounded us:
 they were at the tomb early in the morning 
 and did not find his body;
 they came back and reported
 that they had indeed seen a vision of angels
 who announced that he was alive.
 Then some of those with us went to the tomb
 and found things just as the women had described,
 but him they did not see."
 And he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are!
 How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke!
 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things
 and enter into his glory?"
 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
 he interpreted to them what referred to him
 in all the Scriptures.
 As they approached the village to which they were going,
 he gave the impression that he was going on farther.
 But they urged him, "Stay with us,
 for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over."
 So he went in to stay with them.
 And it happened that, while he was with them at table,
 he took bread, said the blessing,
 broke it, and gave it to them.
 With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him,
 but he vanished from their sight.
 Then they said to each other,
 "Were not our hearts burning within us
 while he spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to us?"
 So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem
 where they found gathered together
 the eleven and those with them who were saying,
 "The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!"
 Then the two recounted 
 what had taken place on the way
 and how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread.

Reflection



Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


3rd Sunday of Easter  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Acts 2:14, 22-33 

 
 Todays first reading tells of the formation of the early Church as we hear Peter address the people of the day of Pentecost. His address is in two parts: Part 1, which we do not hear today, explains that the messianic times foretold by the Prophet Joel have now arrived; todays reading is the second part of the address and it proclaims that Jesus of Nazareth, whom the Jews crucified, is the Messiah promised by God and eagerly awaited by the righteous of the Old Testament; it is he who has effected Gods saving plan for mankind. Pentecost means the 50th day. It is one of three feasts mentioned in Exodus 23:14-17 where it is called simply the harvest festival, the feast of the first-fruits of the grain harvest. In Leviticus 23:15-21 the feast is reckoned by counting seven weeks from the beginning of the grain harvest; it is a day of sabbatical observance. As with the other two feasts mentioned in Exodus 23:14-17, it is a pilgrimage feast: three times in the year shall all your males appear before the Lord God. Jerusalem is crowded with pilgrims. The resurrected Jesus had spent forty days instructing His apostles and then ten days ago ascended after telling them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father... you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4-5). The Holy Spirit has come upon them this day and now Peter, the chief apostle and spokesman for the group, addresses the crowd of pilgrims who are outside the upper room, attracted by the sound of the coming of the Spirit. 14    Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed to them, Notice the change worked in Peter by the Holy Spirit: he preaches and argues boldly whereas only some 50 days earlier he had trembled at the word of a servant girl. Notice that it is Peter who speaks for the whole group with no dissension from any of the other apostles. You who are Jews, indeed all of you staying in Jerusalem. Let this be known to you, and listen to my words. 22 You who are Israelites, hear these words. Jesus the Nazorean was a man commended to you by God with mighty deeds, wonders, and signs, which God worked through him in your midst, as you yourselves know. The overall concern is to show that God is directing history at its every turn. 23    This man, delivered up by the set plan and foreknowledge of God, you killed, using lawless men to crucify him. 1    Gods fore-ordination of Jesus death does not diminish the peoples guilt. God triumphs through human actions rather than despite them. 24    But God raised him up, releasing him from the throes of death, because it was impossible for him to be held by it. 25 For David says of him: Jewish tradition is that David wrote all the psalms. Psalm 16:8-11 is quoted; its only use in the New Testament. The tradition of Davidic authorship of the psalms and the divine pledge of Davids everlasting dynasty (2 Samuel 7:12-16) play a key role in the Scripture proofs of Saint Lukes proclamation of what God has done in Christ for the salvation of men. I saw the Lord ever before me, with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed. 26 Therefore my heart has been glad and my tongue has exulted; my flesh, too, will dwell in hope, 27 because you will not abandon my soul to the netherworld, nor will you suffer your holy one to see corruption. 28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence. 29 My brothers, one can confidently say to you about the patriarch David that he died and was buried, and his tomb is in our midst to this day. 1    Kings 2:10 tells us that David is buried in Jerusalem. Since David has died, the psalm cannot apply to him. This argument is following a set pattern: (1) Scripture says; (2) the words apply either to the one speaking in the text or to another; (3) they do not apply to the speaker; (4) therefore they apply to another, namely Jesus. Similar patterns occur in Acts 8:30-35 and 13:35-37. 30    But since he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants upon his throne, The ideology of Davidic succession is quoted from Psalm 132:11-12 to indicate of whom David prophesied in the Psalm. 31    he foresaw and spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that neither was he abandoned to the netherworld nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 God raised this Jesus; of this we are all witnesses. The statement of verse 24 is reaffirmed and a statement of apostolic witness is added. 33    Exalted at the right hand of God, he received the promise of the holy Spirit from the Father and poured it forth, as you (both) see and hear. What we have here is Saint Peter, the masterful teacher, demonstrating that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah who was foretold by the prophets by reminding his listeners of our Lords miracles (verse 22), as well as of His death (verse 23), resurrection (verses 24-32) 2    and glorious ascension (verse 33). 

 

2nd Reading - 1 Peter 1:17-21 

 
 This week we delve a little farther into the 1st letter of Peter. Peter was originally called Simeon in Hebrew (Simon is the Greek form of the name). Jesus reamed him Kepha (Hebrew/Aramaic) or Petros (Greek), transliterated in some texts as Cephas. Simon Peter was a native of Bethsaida, a city of Galilee on the northeast shore of Lake Tiberius (Genesareth/Sea of Galilee). Like his father John and his brother Andrew, he was a fisherman. We know that he was married because Jesus healed his mother-in-law who was living in Capernaum (Matthew 8:14). Today we hear Saint Peter call us to holiness. The Christian has attained the honor of being Gods child, his son or daughter. Peter summarizes Gods plan for mans salvation, which comes about in Christ: from all eternity it was Gods design to save men through Christ; this design was made manifest at the end of times; when our Lord offered Himself as an expiation for the sins of men, and then rose from the dead and was glorified. 17    Now if you invoke as Father Calling upon a father as witness is swearing an oath (kaddush in Hebrew) it is recognizing a covenant bond in which we are all children of God. The Didache (The Teaching of the 12 Apostles), a 1st century writing, tells us that the Our Father was recited three times a day. him who judges impartially It is true that the Lord our God is infinitely merciful, but He is also infinitely just: and there is a judgment, and He is the judge. according to each ones works, Divine sonship can never be taken as a kind of safe-conduct which allows us to be casual about our duties. Faith without works is dead (James 2:26). conduct yourselves with reverence during the time of your sojourning, 18 realizing that you were ransomed from your futile conduct, handed on by your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold 19 The Jews could redeem their sacrifice by paying 15 to 20 per cent more than the cost of the animal. The animal sacrifice was not effective; although it could show contrition for sin, it could not gain absolution sufficient for entrance into heaven. but with the precious blood of Christ The sacrifice of Jesus is effective, it allows us to approach the Father and gain absolution for 3    our sins. If the unfortunate Jews observe the Sabbath in such a way that they do not dare to do any secular work on it, how much more should those who have been redeemed, not with gold or silver, but with the precious blood of Christ, pay attention to their price and devote themselves to God on the day of His resurrection, thinking more diligently of the salvation of their souls? [Caesar of Arles (A.D. 542), Sermons, 73,4] as of a spotless unblemished lamb. This is a Passover reference which carries over into the Eucharist. Just like the original Passover sacrifice, the sacrifice of the Eucharist must be eaten to be effective. 20    He was known before the foundation of the world God always knew what was going to be required, but He, in His infinite respect for our free will, let us come to this point in salvation history by our own deeds and actions. but revealed in the final time for you, 21 who through him believe in God who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. The resurrection of Jesus is the basis of Christian faith and hope and is the main proof of Jesus divinity and His divine mission (see 1 Corinthians 15). The apostles were, first and foremost, witnesses of our Lords resurrection; and the proclamation of the resurrection was the core of apostolic catechesis. Jesus the Christ rose from the dead by His own power, the power of His divine person. The Saint Pius V Catechism points out that We sometimes, it is true, read in Scripture that He was raised by the Father; but this refers to Him as man, just as those passages, on the other hand, which say that He rose by His own power relate to Him as God. The next verse reads Since you have purified yourselves by obedience to the truth for sincere mutual love, love one another intensely from a (pure) heart. Everything depends upon living the life of Christ. 

 

gospel reading with the gospel reading of last week as we hear this week of the account of 

 
 His appearance to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus: 4    1) The two men are not leaders of the community but represent all followers. 2) The two men are troubled and do not understand why Jesus was crucified. 3) At first they do not recognize Jesus. 4) The apostles seem to recognize Jesus but do not believe their senses. 5) After recognition, these two men do not hesitate to believe. 6) Once recognized, Jesus disappears. 13    Now that very day [the first day of the week] As attested in Luke 24:1, this is the first Easter Sunday. two of them It has been suggested that these two may be part of the seventy-two (seventy) sent out in pairs in Luke 10:1. were going to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, The location of the village is unknown today. The name means hot spring. 14    and they were conversing about all the things that had occurred. The two have lost hope and have ceased to be journeying with Jesus. Their leader has been killed and they dont know what to do. The Lucan theme of journey is predominant as an image for discipleship. 15    And it happened that while they were conversing and debating, Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, 16 but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him. Throughout his gospel Saint Luke plays on the theme of seeing. Now he articulates this theme as he tells how the risen Christ opens the eyes of disciples to see His true meaning in Gods plan. But as this story narrates, the disciples eyes are only fully opened after they have shown hospitality to a stranger. 17    He asked them, What are you discussing as you walk along? They stopped, looking downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, From Eusebius (A.D. 263-339) we learn that Cleopas is the brother of Joseph, Jesus foster father and father of Symeon. Symeon succeeded James as Bishop of Jerusalem and after A.D. 70    led the Christians back to Jerusalem. After the martyrdom of James and the capture of Jerusalem which instantly followed, there is a firm tradition that those of the apostles and disciples of the Lord who were still alive assembled from all parts together with those who, humanly speaking, were kinsmen of the Lord – for most of them were still living. Then they all discussed together whom they should choose as a fit person to succeed James, and voted unanimously that Symeon, son of the Cleopas mentioned in the gospel narrative, was a fit person to occupy the throne of the Jerusalem see. He was, so it is said, a cousin of the Savior, 5    for Hegesippus tells us that Cleopas was Josephs brother. [Eusebius, The History of The Church (3.11)]. The names may not be important for salvation history, but the tradition brings out that the brethren of Jesus, his close relatives, did not completely reject Him. said to him in reply, Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know of the things that have taken place there in these days? 19 And he replied to them, What sort of things? They said to him, The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, At most, Jesus had impressed these men as the expected prophet. They never believed in Jesus divinity. 20    how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death and crucified him. 21 But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the third day since this took place. 22 Some women from our group, however, have astounded us: they were at the tomb early in the morning 23 and did not find his body; they came back and reported that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who announced that he was alive. The faithful women disciples proclamation of the Easter gospel is resisted and does not open their eyes of faith. 24    Then some of those with us went to the tomb Peter and John (John 20:3-10) and found things just as the women had described, but him they did not see. 25 And he said to them, Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and enter into his glory? 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them what referred to him in all the scriptures. Jesus begins His explanation with Genesis and the rest of the Pentateuch (tradition ascribes authorship of these books to Moses). What does positively contribute to faith is Jesus interpretation of His life as the fulfillment of all Gods promises from one end of the Scriptures to the other. 28    As they approached the village to which they were going, he gave the impression that he was going on farther. 29 But they urged him, Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over. So he went in to stay with them. Jesus was not play-acting, he really would have departed had He not been invited to stay. 30    And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. 6    This is Eucharistic terminology. The Jerome Biblical Commentary states We need not maintain that Jesus consecrated the Eucharist. – I say baloney! Jesus consecrated the Eucharist and in making Himself present in the Eucharist the two disciples saw the fulfillment of all the Old Testament covenants and prophesies as well as the New Testament promises. After all, this is what Jesus had just spent the day explaining to them. What a Bible study that must have been! 31    With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him, The verb translated as eyes were opened occurs only eight times in the New Testament and in each case it always means a deeper understanding of revelation. but he vanished from their sight. 32 Then they said to each other, Were not our hearts burning (within us) while he spoke to us on the way and opened the scriptures to us? 33 So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem Notice that the two disciples are not at all upset at the loss (again) of their leader. In fact, they are anxious to tell the apostles of their discovery. They have discovered Jesus Real Presence in the Eucharist! The person-to-person physical presence of a visible Jesus is no longer necessary because He is indeed risen and is present in the word and in the sacrament. where they found gathered together the eleven and those with them 34 who were saying, The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon! Jesus prayer (Luke 22:32) has been efficacious. Simon Peter has also been forgiven and is now empowered to strengthen his fellow Christians along the way. 35    Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way and how he was made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
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Sunday (April 19):  Did Not Our Hearts Burn While He Opened to Us the ScripturesMeditation: Why was it difficult for the disciples to recognize the risen Lord? Jesus' death scattered his disciples and shattered their hopes and dreams. They had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel . They saw the cross as defeat and could not comprehend the empty tomb until the Lord Jesus appeared to them and gave them understanding.

Do you recognize the Risen Lord in his word and in the breaking of the bread?
Jesus chided the disciples on the road to Emmaus for their slowness of heart to believe what the Scriptures had said concerning the Messiah. They did not recognize the risen Jesus until he had broken bread with them. Do you recognize the Lord in his word and in the breaking of the bread ?

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) reflects on the dimness of their perception: "They were so disturbed when they saw him hanging on the cross that they forgot his teaching, did not look for his resurrection, and failed to keep his promises in mind" (Sermon 235.1) .

"Their eyes were obstructed, that they should not recognize him until the breaking of the bread. And thus, in accordance with the state of their minds, which was still ignorant of the truth - that the Christ would die and rise again, their eyes were similarly hindered. It was not that the truth himself was misleading them, but rather that they were themselves unable to perceive the truth." (From The Harmony of the Gospels , 3.25.72)
How often do we fail to recognize the Lord when he speaks to our hearts and opens his mind to us? The Risen Lord is ever ready to speak his word to us and to give us understanding of his ways. Do you listen attentively to the Word of God and allow his word to change and transform you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, open the eyes of my heart to recognize your presence with me and to understand the truth of your saving word. Nourish me with your life-giving word and with the bread of life.
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April 20, 2026

Monday of the Third Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 6:8-15

Stephen, filled with grace and power,
 was working great wonders and signs among the people.
 Certain members of the so-called Synagogue of Freedmen,
 Cyreneans, and Alexandrians,
 and people from Cilicia and Asia,
 came forward and debated with Stephen,
 but they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke.
 Then they instigated some men to say,
 "We have heard him speaking blasphemous words
 against Moses and God."
 They stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes,
 accosted him, seized him,
 and brought him before the Sanhedrin.
 They presented false witnesses who testified,
 "This man never stops saying things against this holy place and the law.
 For we have heard him claim
 that this Jesus the Nazorean will destroy this place
 and change the customs that Moses handed down to us."
 All those who sat in the Sanhedrin looked intently at him
 and saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30

R. (1ab) Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Though princes meet and talk against me,
 your servant meditates on your statutes.
 Yes, your decrees are my delight;
 they are my counselors.

R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

I declared my ways, and you answered me;
 teach me your statutes.
 Make me understand the way of your precepts,
 and I will meditate on your wondrous deeds.

R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Remove from me the way of falsehood,
 and favor me with your law.
 The way of truth I have chosen;
 I have set your ordinances before me.

R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Matthew 4:4b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

One does not live on bread alone
 but on every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 6:22-29

[After Jesus had fed the five thousand men, his disciples saw him walking on the sea.]
 The next day, the crowd that remained across the sea
 saw that there had been only one boat there,
 and that Jesus had not gone along with his disciples in the boat,
 but only his disciples had left.
 Other boats came from Tiberias
 near the place where they had eaten the bread
 when the Lord gave thanks.
 When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there,
 they themselves got into boats
 and came to Capernaum looking for Jesus.
 And when they found him across the sea they said to him,
 "Rabbi, when did you get here?"
 Jesus answered them and said,
 "Amen, amen, I say to you, you are looking for me
 not because you saw signs
 but because you ate the loaves and were filled.
 Do not work for food that perishes
 but for the food that endures for eternal life,
 which the Son of Man will give you.
 For on him the Father, God, has set his seal."
 So they said to him,
 "What can we do to accomplish the works of God?"
 Jesus answered and said to them,
 "This is the work of God, that you believe in the one he sent."


Reflection
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Monday (April 20):  Labor for the Food Which Endures to Eternal LifeMeditation: What do you most hunger for - wealth, peace, health, love, the good life? Jesus addressed this issue with those who sought him after the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves. Were they simply hungry for things which satisfy the body or for that which satisfies the heart and soul? Jesus echoes the question posed by the prophet Isaiah: "Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy" (Isaiah 55:2)? There are two kinds of hunger - physical and spiritual. Only God can satisfy the hunger in our heart and soul - the hunger for truth, for life, and for love.

Jesus also spoke about the works of God and what we must do to be doing the works of God , namely to believe in God' Son whom he has sent into the world . Jesus offers a new relationship with God which issues in a new kind of life: A life of love and service, and the forgiveness of others which corresponds to God's mercy and kindness; a life of holiness and purity which corresponds to God's holiness; and a life of submission and trust which corresponds to the wisdom of God. This is the work which Jesus directs us to and enables us to perform in the power of the Holy Spirit. Do you hunger for the bread which comes down from heaven and thirst for the words of everlasting life?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you alone can satisfy the deepest longing and hunger in our hearts. May I always hunger for the imperishable bread, that I may be satisfied in you alone as the True Bread of Heaven. Nourish and strengthen me that I may serve you with great joy, generosity, and zeal all the days of my life
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April 21, 2026

Tuesday of the Third Week of Easter

Reading I

Acts 7:51—8:1a

Stephen said to the people, the elders, and the scribes:
 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears,
 you always oppose the Holy Spirit;
 you are just like your ancestors.
 Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute?
 They put to death those who foretold the coming of the righteous one,
 whose betrayers and murderers you have now become.
 You received the law as transmitted by angels,
 but you did not observe it.”

When they heard this, they were infuriated,
 and they ground their teeth at him.
 But Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit,
 looked up intently to heaven and saw the glory of God
 and Jesus standing at the right hand of God,
 and Stephen said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened
 and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”
 But they cried out in a loud voice,
 covered their ears, and rushed upon him together.
 They threw him out of the city, and began to stone him.
 The witnesses laid down their cloaks
 at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
 As they were stoning Stephen, he called out,
 “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
 Then he fell to his knees and cried out in a loud voice,
 “Lord, do not hold this sin against them”;
 and when he said this, he fell asleep.

Now Saul was consenting to his execution.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a, 17 and 21ab

R. (6a) Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Be my rock of refuge,
 a stronghold to give me safety.
 You are my rock and my fortress;
 for your name’s sake you will lead and guide me.

R. Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Into your hands I commend my spirit;
 you will redeem me, O LORD, O faithful God.
 My trust is in the LORD;
 I will rejoice and be glad of your mercy.

R. Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Let your face shine upon your servant;
 save me in your kindness.
 You hide them in the shelter of your presence
 from the plottings of men.

R. Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 6:35ab

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the bread of life, says the Lord;
 whoever comes to me will never hunger.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 6:30-35

The crowd said to Jesus:
 “What sign can you do, that we may see and believe in you?
 What can you do?
 Our ancestors ate manna in the desert, as it is written:

 He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”

So Jesus said to them,
 “Amen, amen, I say to you,
 it was not Moses who gave the bread from heaven;
 my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 
 For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven
 and gives life to the world.”

So they said to Jesus,
 “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life;
 whoever comes to me will never hunger,
 and whoever believes in me will never thirst.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Anselm, bishop and doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724 or the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730.



Reading 1

Ephesians 3:14-19

Brothers and sisters:
 I kneel before the Father,
 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,
 that he may grant you in accord with the riches of his glory
 to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner self,
 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
 that you, rooted and grounded in love,
 may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones
 what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
 so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11

R. (2) I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. (9) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear and be glad.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
 for nought is lacking to those who fear him.
 The great grow poor and hungry;
 but those who seek the LORD want for no good thing.

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.
 or:
 R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.


 Alleluia

John 6:63, 68c

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life;
 you have the words of eternal life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Matthew 7:21-29

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,'
 will enter the Kingdom of heaven,
 but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.
 Many will say to me on that day,
 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name?
 Did we not drive out demons in your name?
 Did we not do mighty deeds in your name?'
 Then I will declare to them solemnly,
 'I never knew you. Depart from me, you evildoers.'

"Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them
 will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.
 The rain fell, the floods came,
 and the winds blew and buffeted the house.
 But it did not collapse; it had been set solidly on rock.
 And everyone who listens to these words of mine
 but does not act on them
 will be like a fool who built his house on sand.
 The rain fell, the floods came,
 and the winds blew and buffeted the house.
 And it collapsed and was completely ruined."

When Jesus finished these words,
 the crowds were astonished at his teaching,
 for he taught them as one having authority,
 and not as their scribes.


Reflection
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Tuesday (April 21):  I Am the Bread of LifeMeditation: Do you hunger for the bread of life ? The Jews had always regarded the manna in the wilderness as the bread of God (Psalm 78:24, Exodus 16:15). There was a strong Rabbinic belief that when the Messiah came he would give manna from heaven. This was the supreme work of Moses. Now the Jewish leaders were demanding that Jesus produce manna from heaven as proof to his claim to be the Messiah. Jesus responds by telling them that it was not Moses who gave the manna, but God. And the manna given to Moses and the people was not the real bread from heaven, but only a symbol of the bread to come.

Jesus then makes the claim which only God can make: I am the bread of life. The bread which Jesus offers is none else than the very life of God. This is the true bread which can truly satisfy the hunger in our hearts. The manna from heaven prefigured the superabundance of the unique bread of the Eucharist or Lord's Supper which Jesus gave to his disciples on the eve of his sacrifice. The manna in the wilderness sustained the Israelites on their journey to the Promised Land. It could not produce eternal life for the Israelites.

The bread which Jesus offers his disciples sustains us not only on our journey to the heavenly paradise, it gives us the abundant supernatural life of God which sustains us both now and for all eternity. When we receive from the Lord's table we unite ourselves to Jesus Christ, who makes us sharers in his body and blood and partakers of his divine life. Ignatius of Antioch (35-107 A.D.) calls it the "one bread that provides the medicine of immortality, the antidote for death, and the food that makes us live for ever in Jesus Christ" ( Ad Eph. 20,2). This supernatural food is healing for both body and soul and strength for our journey heavenward. Do you hunger for God and for the food which produces everlasting life?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life. You alone can satisfy the hunger in my heart. May I always find in you, the true bread from heaven, the source of life and nourishment I need to sustain me on my journey to the promised land of heaven.
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April 22, 2026

Wednesday of the Third Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 8:1b-8

There broke out a severe persecution of the Church in Jerusalem,
 and all were scattered
 throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria,
 except the Apostles.
 Devout men buried Stephen and made a loud lament over him.
 Saul, meanwhile, was trying to destroy the Church;
 entering house after house and dragging out men and women,
 he handed them over for imprisonment.

Now those who had been scattered went about preaching the word.
 Thus Philip went down to the city of Samaria
 and proclaimed the Christ to them.
 With one accord, the crowds paid attention to what was said by Philip
 when they heard it and saw the signs he was doing.
 For unclean spirits, crying out in a loud voice,
 came out of many possessed people,
 and many paralyzed and crippled people were cured.
 There was great joy in that city.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a

R. (1) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Shout joyfully to God, all the earth,
 sing praise to the glory of his name;
 proclaim his glorious praise.
 Say to God, "How tremendous are your deeds!"

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

"Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you,
 sing praise to your name!"
 Come and see the works of God,
 his tremendous deeds among the children of Adam.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He has changed the sea into dry land;
 through the river they passed on foot;
 therefore let us rejoice in him.
 He rules by his might forever.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

See John 6:40

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Everyone who believes in the Son has eternal life,
 and I shall raise him up on the last day, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 6:35-40

Jesus said to the crowds,
 "I am the bread of life;
 whoever comes to me will never hunger,
 and whoever believes in me will never thirst.
 But I told you that although you have seen me,
 you do not believe.
 Everything that the Father gives me will come to me,
 and I will not reject anyone who comes to me,
 because I came down from heaven not to do my own will
 but the will of the one who sent me.
 And this is the will of the one who sent me,
 that I should not lose anything of what he gave me,
 but that I should raise it on the last day.
 For this is the will of my Father,
 that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him
 may have eternal life,
 and I shall raise him on the last day."

Reflection
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Wednesday (April 22):  I Will Raise You up at the Last DayMeditation: Why did Jesus call himself the bread of life? The Jews understood that God promised them manna from heaven to sustain them on their journey to the promised land. Bread is the very staple of life. We could not live without food for very long. Bread sustains us. But what is life ? Jesus clearly meant something more than mere physical existence. The life Jesus refers to is connected with God, the author of life. Real life is a relationship with the living God, a relationship of trust, love, obedience, peace, and joy. This is what Jesus makes possible for us - a loving relationship with God who created us for love with him. Apart from Jesus no one can enter that kind of life and relationship. Are you satisfied with mere physical existence or do you hunger for the abundant life which Jesus offers?

Jesus makes three claims here. First he offers himself as spiritual food which produces the very life of God within us. Second, he promises unbroken friendship and freedom from the fear of being forsaken or cut off from God. Third, he offers us the hope of sharing in his resurrection. Jesus rose physically never to die again. Those who accept Jesus as Lord and Savior will be bodily raised up to immortal life with Jesus when he comes again on the last day. Do you know the joy and hope of the resurrection?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, your death brought life and hope where there was once only despair and defeat. Give me the unshakable hope of everlasting life, the inexpressible joy of knowing your unfailing love, and the unwavering faith and obedience in doing the will of our Father in heaven.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 23, 2026

Thursday of the Third Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 8:26-40

The angel of the Lord spoke to Philip,
 "Get up and head south on the road
 that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza, the desert route."
 So he got up and set out.
 Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch,
 a court official of the Candace,
 that is, the queen of the Ethiopians,
 in charge of her entire treasury,
 who had come to Jerusalem to worship, and was returning home.
 Seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.
 The Spirit said to Philip,
 "Go and join up with that chariot."
 Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and said,
 "Do you understand what you are reading?"
 He replied,
 "How can I, unless someone instructs me?"
 So he invited Philip to get in and sit with him.
 This was the Scripture passage he was reading:

Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
 and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
 so he opened not his mouth.
 In his humiliation justice was denied him.
 Who will tell of his posterity?
 For his life is taken from the earth.

Then the eunuch said to Philip in reply,
 "I beg you, about whom is the prophet saying this?
 About himself, or about someone else?"
 Then Philip opened his mouth and, beginning with this Scripture passage,
 he proclaimed Jesus to him.
 As they traveled along the road
 they came to some water,
 and the eunuch said, "Look, there is water.
 What is to prevent my being baptized?"
 Then he ordered the chariot to stop,
 and Philip and the eunuch both went down into the water,
 and he baptized him.
 When they came out of the water,
 the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away,
 and the eunuch saw him no more,
 but continued on his way rejoicing.
 Philip came to Azotus, and went about proclaiming the good news
 to all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 66:8-9, 16-17, 20

R.(1) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Bless our God, you peoples,
 loudly sound his praise;
 He has given life to our souls,
 and has not let our feet slip.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare
 what he has done for me.
 When I appealed to him in words,
 praise was on the tip of my tongue.

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Blessed be God who refused me not
 my prayer or his kindness!

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 6:51

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord;
 whoever eats this bread will live forever.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 6:44-51

Jesus said to the crowds:
 "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draw him,
 and I will raise him on the last day.
 It is written in the prophets:

They shall all be taught by God.

Everyone who listens to my Father and learns from him comes to me.
 Not that anyone has seen the Father
 except the one who is from God;
 he has seen the Father.
 Amen, amen, I say to you,
 whoever believes has eternal life.
 I am the bread of life.
 Your ancestors ate the manna in the desert, but they died;
 this is the bread that comes down from heaven
 so that one may eat it and not die.
 I am the living bread that came down from heaven;
 whoever eats this bread will live forever;
 and the bread that I will give
 is my Flesh for the life of the world."

Optional Memorial of Saint Adalbert, Bishop and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718 or the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

2 Corinthians 6:4-10

Brothers and sisters:
 In everything we commend ourselves as ministers of God,
 through much endurance, in afflictions, hardships, constraints,
 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, vigils, fasts;
 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness,
 in the Holy Spirit, in unfeigned love, in truthful speech,
 in the power of God;
 with weapons of righteousness at the right and at the left;
 through glory and dishonor, insult and praise.
 We are treated as deceivers and yet are truthful;
 as unrecognized and yet acknowledged;
 as dying and behold we live;
 as chastised and yet not put to death;
 as sorrowful yet always rejoicing;
 as poor yet enriching many;
 as having nothing and yet possessing all things.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17

R. (6) Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

Be my rock of refuge,
 a stronghold to give me safety.
 You are my rock and my fortress;
 for your name's sake you will lead and guide me.

R. Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

Into your hands I commend my spirit;
 you will redeem me, O LORD, O faithful God.
 I will rejoice and be glad because of your mercy.

R. Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

Rescue me from the clutches of my enemies and my persecutors,
 Let your face shine upon your servant;
 save me in your kindness.

R. Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.


 Alleluia

John 17:19

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I consecrate myself for them, 
 so that they also may be consecrated in the truth.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 10:11-16

Jesus said:
 "I am the good shepherd.
 A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
 A hired man, who is not a shepherd
 and whose sheep are not his own,
 sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away,
 and the wolf catches and scatters them.
 This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep.
 I am the good shepherd,
 and I know mine and mine know me,
 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father;
 and I will lay down my life for the sheep.
 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.
 These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice,
 and there will be one flock, one shepherd."

Optional Memorial of Saint George, Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs,#713-718.



Reading 1

Revelation 21:5-7

The One who was seated on the throne said:
 "Behold, I make all things new."
 Then he said, "Write these words down,
 for they are trustworthy and true."
 He said to me, "They are accomplished.
 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
 To the thirsty I will give a gift 
 from the spring of life-giving water.
 The victor will inherit these gifts,
 and I shall be his God,
 and he will be my son."



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1bc-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6

R. (5) Those who sow in tears, shall reap rejoicing.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears, shall reap rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,
 "The LORD has done great things for them."
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. Those who sow in tears, shall reap rejoicing.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those that sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. Those who sow in tears, shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. Those who sow in tears, shall reap rejoicing.


 Alleluia

1 Peter 4:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you,
 for the Spirit of God rests upon you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

Luke 9:23-26

Jesus said to all,
 "If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself
 and take up his cross daily and follow me.
 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
 but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.
 What profit is there for one to gain the whole world
 yet lose or forfeit himself?
 Whoever is ashamed of me and of my words,
 the Son of Man will be ashamed of when he comes in his glory
 and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels."

Reflection
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Thursday (April 23):  If Anyone Eats of This Bread, He Will Live for EverMeditation: God offers his people abundant life, but we can miss it. What is the bread of life which Jesus offers? It is first of all the life of God himself - life which sustains us not only now in this age but also in the age to come. The Rabbis said that the generation in the wilderness have no part in the life to come. In the Book of Numbers it is recorded that the people who refused to brave the dangers of the promised land were condemned to wander in the wilderness until they died. The Rabbis believed that the father who missed the promised land also missed the life to come. God sustained the Israelites in the wilderness with manna from heaven. This bread foreshadowed the true heavenly bread which Jesus would offer his followers.

Jesus is the "bread of life"
Jesus makes a claim only God can make: He is the true bread of heaven that can satisfy the deepest hunger we experience. The manna from heaven prefigured the superabundance of the unique bread of the Eucharist or Lord's Supper which Jesus gave to his disciples on the eve of his sacrifice. The manna in the wilderness sustained the Israelites on their journey to the Promised Land. It could not produce eternal life for the Israelites. The bread which Jesus offers his disciples sustains us not only on our journey to the heavenly paradise, it gives us the abundant supernatural life of God which sustains us for all eternity.

The food that makes us live forever
When we receive from the Lord's table we unite ourselves to Jesus Christ, who makes us sharers in his body and blood and partakers of his divine life. Ignatius of Antioch (35-107 A.D.) calls it the "one bread that provides the medicine of immortality, the antidote for death, and the food that makes us live for ever in Jesus Christ" ( Ad Eph. 20,2 ) . This supernatural food is healing for both body and soul and strength for our journey heavenward.

Do you hunger for the "bread of life"?
Jesus offers us the abundant supernatural life of heaven itself - but we can miss it or even refuse it. To refuse Jesus is to refuse eternal life, unending life with the Heavenly Father. To accept Jesus as the bread of heaven is not only life and spiritual nourishment for this world but glory in the world to come. When you approach the Table of the Lord, what do you expect to receive? Healing, pardon, comfort, and rest for your soul? The Lord has much more for us, more than we can ask or imagine. The principal fruit of receiving the Eucharist or Lord's Supper is an intimate union with Christ. As bodily nourishment restores lost strength, so the Eucharist strengthens us in charity and enables us to break with disordered attachments to creatures and to be more firmly rooted in the love of Christ. Do you hunger for the "bread of life"?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are the living bread which sustains me in this life. May I always hunger for the bread which comes from heaven and find in it the nourishment and strength I need to love and serve you wholeheartedly. May I always live in the joy, peace, and unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, both now and in the age to come.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 24, 2026

Friday of the Third Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 9:1-20

Saul, still breathing murderous threats against the disciples of the Lord,
 went to the high priest and asked him
 for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, that,
 if he should find any men or women who belonged to the Way,
 he might bring them back to Jerusalem in chains.
 On his journey, as he was nearing Damascus,
 a light from the sky suddenly flashed around him.
 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him,
 "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?"
 He said, "Who are you, sir?"
 The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.
 Now get up and go into the city and you will be told what you must do."
 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless,
 for they heard the voice but could see no one.
 Saul got up from the ground,
 but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing;
 so they led him by the hand and brought him to Damascus.
 For three days he was unable to see, and he neither ate nor drank.

There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias,
 and the Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias."
 He answered, "Here I am, Lord."
 The Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight
 and ask at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul.
 He is there praying,
 and in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias
 come in and lay his hands on him,
 that he may regain his sight."
 But Ananias replied,
 "Lord, I have heard from many sources about this man,
 what evil things he has done to your holy ones in Jerusalem.
 And here he has authority from the chief priests
 to imprison all who call upon your name."
 But the Lord said to him,
 "Go, for this man is a chosen instrument of mine
 to carry my name before Gentiles, kings, and children of Israel,
 and I will show him what he will have to suffer for my name."
 So Ananias went and entered the house;
 laying his hands on him, he said,
 "Saul, my brother, the Lord has sent me,
 Jesus who appeared to you on the way by which you came,
 that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit."
 Immediately things like scales fell from his eyes
 and he regained his sight.
 He got up and was baptized,
 and when he had eaten, he recovered his strength.

He stayed some days with the disciples in Damascus,
 and he began at once to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues,
 that he is the Son of God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 117:1bc, 2

R. (Mark 16:15) Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Praise the LORD, all you nations;
 glorify him, all you peoples!

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

For steadfast is his kindness toward us,
 and the fidelity of the LORD endures forever.

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 6:56

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Whoever eats my Flesh and drinks my Blood,
 remains in me and I in him, says the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 6:52-59

The Jews quarreled among themselves, saying,
 “How can this man give us his Flesh to eat?”
 Jesus said to them,
 “Amen, amen, I say to you,
 unless you eat the Flesh of the Son of Man and drink his Blood,
 you do not have life within you.
 Whoever eats my Flesh and drinks my Blood
 has eternal life,
 and I will raise him on the last day.
 For my Flesh is true food,
 and my Blood is true drink.
 Whoever eats my Flesh and drinks my Blood
 remains in me and I in him.
 Just as the living Father sent me
 and I have life because of the Father,
 so also the one who feeds on me will have life because of me.
 This is the bread that came down from heaven.
 Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died,
 whoever eats this bread will live forever.”
 These things he said while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.

Optional Memorial of Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen, priest and martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718 or the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

Colossians 1:24-29

Brothers and sisters:
 I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake,
 and in my flesh I am filling up
 what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ
 on behalf of his Body, which is the Church,
 of which I am a minister
 in accordance with God's stewardship given to me
 to bring to completion for you the word of God,
 the mystery hidden from ages and from generations past.
 But now it has been manifested to his holy ones,
 to whom God chose to make known the riches of the glory
 of this mystery among the Gentiles;
 it is Christ in you, the hope for glory.
 It is him whom we proclaim,
 admonishing everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom,
 that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.
 For this I labor and struggle,
 in accord with the exercise of his power working within me.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9

R. (5) The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear and be glad.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.


 Alleluia

John 13:34

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I give you a new commandment:
 love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 17:20-26

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said:
 "Holy Father, I pray not only for these,
 but also for those who will believe in me through their word,
 so that they may all be one,
 as you, Father, are in me and I in you,
 that they also may be in us,
 that the world may believe that you sent me.
 And I have given them the glory you gave me,
 so that they may be one, as we are one,
 I in them and you in me,
 that they may be brought to perfection as one,
 that the world may know that you sent me,
 and that you loved them even as you loved me.
 Father, they are your gift to me.
 I wish that where I am they also may be with me,
 that they may see my glory that you gave me,
 because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
 Righteous Father, the world also does not know you,
 but I know you, and they know that you sent me.
 I made known to them your name and I will make it known,
 that the love with which you loved me
 may be in them and I in them."

Reflection
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Friday (April 24):  He Who Eats This Bread Will Live ForeverMeditation: Why did Jesus offer himself as "food and drink"? The Jews were scandalized and the disciples were divided when Jesus said "unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood, you have no life in you." What a hard saying, unless you understand who Jesus is and why he calls himself the bread of life . The miracle of the multiplication of the loaves (John 6:3-13), when Jesus said the blessing, broke and distributed the loaves through his disciples to feed the multitude, is a sign that prefigured the superabundance of the unique bread of the Eucharist, or Lord's Supper. The Gospel of John has no account of the Last Supper meal (just the foot washing ceremony and Jesus' farewell discourse). Instead, John quotes extensively from Jesus' teaching on the bread of life.

In the Old Covenant bread and wine were offered in a thanksgiving sacrifice as a sign of grateful acknowledgment to the Creator as the giver and sustainer of life. Melchizedek, who was both a priest and king (Genesis 14:18; Hebrews 7:1-4), offered a sacrifice of bread and wine. His offering prefigured the offering made by Jesus, our high priest and king (Hebrews 7:26; 9:11; 10:12). The remembrance of the manna in the wilderness recalled to the people of Israel that they live - not by earthly bread alone - but by the bread of the Word of God (Deuteronomy 8:3).

Jesus made himself a perfect offering and sacrifice to God on our behalf
At the last supper when Jesus blessed the cup of wine, he gave it to his disciples saying, " Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins" (Matthew 26:28). Jesus was pointing to the sacrifice he was about to make on the cross, when he would shed his blood for us - thus pouring himself out and giving himself to us - as an atoning sacrifice for our sins and the sins of the world. His death on the cross fulfilled the sacrifice of the paschal (passover) lamb whose blood spared the Israelites from death in Egypt.

Paul the Apostle tells us that "Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed" (1 Corinthians5:7). Paul echoes the words of John the Baptist who called Jesus the " Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world" (John 1:29).Jesus made himself an offering and sacrifice, a gift that was truly pleasing to the Father. He " offered himself without blemish to God" (Hebrews 9:14) and " gave himself as a sacrifice to God" (Ephesians 5:2).

The Lord Jesus sustains us with the life-giving bread of heaven
Jesus chose the time of the Jewish Feast of Passover to fulfill what he had announced at Capernaum - giving his disciples his body and his blood as the true bread of heaven. Jesus' passing over to his Father by his death and resurrection - the new passover - is anticipated in the Last Supper and celebrated in the Eucharist or Lord's Supper, which fulfills the Jewish Passover and anticipates the final Passover of the church in the glory of God's kingdom. When the Lord Jesus commands his disciples to eat his flesh and drink his blood, he invites us to take his life into the very center of our being. That life which he offers is the very life of God himself. Do you hunger for the bread of life ?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you nourish and sustain us with your very own presence and life-giving word. You are the bread of life - the heavenly food that sustains us now and that produces everlasting life within us. May I always hunger for you and be satisfied in you alone.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 25, 2026

Feast of Saint Mark, evangelist

Reading 1

1 Peter 5:5b-14

Beloved: 
 Clothe yourselves with humility
 in your dealings with one another, for:

God opposes the proud
 but bestows favor on the humble.

So humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God,
 that he may exalt you in due time.
 Cast all your worries upon him because he cares for you.

Be sober and vigilant.
 Your opponent the Devil is prowling around like a roaring lion
 looking for someone to devour.
 Resist him, steadfast in faith,
 knowing that your brothers and sisters throughout the world
 undergo the same sufferings.
 The God of all grace
 who called you to his eternal glory through Christ Jesus
 will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you
 after you have suffered a little.
 To him be dominion forever. Amen.

I write you this briefly through Silvanus,
 whom I consider a faithful brother,
 exhorting you and testifying that this is the true grace of God.
 Remain firm in it.
 The chosen one at Babylon sends you greeting, as does Mark, my son.
 Greet one another with a loving kiss.
 Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17

R. (2) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The favors of the LORD I will sing forever;
 through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.
 For you have said, “My kindness is established forever”;
 in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The heavens proclaim your wonders, O LORD,
 and your faithfulness, in the assembly of the holy ones.
 For who in the skies can rank with the LORD?
 Who is like the LORD among the sons of God?

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Blessed the people who know the joyful shout;
 in the light of your countenance, O LORD, they walk.
 At your name they rejoice all the day,
 and through your justice they are exalted.

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

1 Corinthians 1:23a-24b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

We proclaim Christ crucified;
 he is the power of God and the wisdom of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 16:15-20

Jesus appeared to the Eleven and said to them:
 “Go into the whole world
 and proclaim the Gospel to every creature.
 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved;
 whoever does not believe will be condemned.
 These signs will accompany those who believe:
 in my name they will drive out demons,
 they will speak new languages.
 They will pick up serpents with their hands,
 and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not harm them.
 They will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

Then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them,
 was taken up into heaven
 and took his seat at the right hand of God.
 But they went forth and preached everywhere,
 while the Lord worked with them
 and confirmed the word through accompanying signs.

Reflection
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Saturday (April 25):  You Have the Words of Everlasting LifeMeditation: Why do some find it easier while others find it harder to accept the claims which Jesus made? Many were attracted to Jesus because he offered them something irresistible - a visible sign of God's mercy and favor which Jesus demonstrated in his wonderful works of healing, deliverance, and miraculous signs, including the multiplication of the loaves and fish when he feed the five thousand who had gathered to hear him speak. Many stumbled, however, when Jesus made claims which only God can make. Jesus' discourse on "eating his flesh and drinking his blood" (see John 6:51-59) which pointed to the Last Supper, caused offence to many of his followers.

The blessing of full union with God through Christ
Jesus claimed to be the bread of heaven, the very life of God given to us as spiritual food to sustain us on our journey to our promised homeland with the Father in heaven. Jesus did not leave any middle ground for his hearers. They must either accept his word as divine or reject it as the claim of an imposter. Even the apostles admitted that this was a "hard saying". This expression meant that it was not just hard to understand, but hard to accept. Jesus pressed the issue with his beloved disciples because he wanted to test their faith and loyalty to him as the Holy One sent from the Father in heaven. Jesus promised his disciples nothing less than the full blessing of eternal life and union with God. Jesus assures his disciples that it is his heavenly Father who gives the invitation and the grace to believe and follow even in the "hard sayings". Jesus knew that some would not only reject him and his word, but would do so with violence fueled by hatred, envy, and even betrayal by one of his own disciples.

"My words are spirit and life"
Jesus told his disciples that his words were "spirit and life" (John 6:63) - his words came from the heavenly Father who is the Author of life and the One who breathes his Spirit into those who believe in him. Through the gift of faith Peter was able to receive spiritual revelation of who Jesus truly is - the Holy One of God, the eternal Son sent from the Father in heaven to redeem a fallen human race and reconcile them with God.

Faith is a gift and a personal response to God's revelation of himself
How does God help us grow in faith and trust in his word, even the hard sayings which are difficult to understand? Faith is a gift which God freely gives to those who listen to his word and who put their trust in him. Faith is a personal response to God's revelation of himself. Faith is neither blind nor ignorant. It is based on the truth and reliability of God's word. True faith seeks understanding. Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) said, "I believe in order to understand, and I understand the better to believe." The Lord Jesus offers all of his followers his life-giving word and Spirit to help us grow in our knowledge and understanding of God.

We can know God personally through his word
Paul the Apostle tells us that it is the work of the Holy Spirit who enlightens the eyes of our heart and mind to understand the truth and wisdom which comes from God (Ephesians 1:17-18). Faith is the key to understanding and experiencing God's action and work in our personal lives. Paul the Apostle tells us that "God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us" (Romans 5:5). We can know God personally, and we grow in recognizing his voice as we listen to his word and obey his instruction. Do you believe, as Peter did, that Jesus has the words of everlasting life and the power to change and transform your life? Ask the Lord Jesus to increase your faith that you may grow in knowing, loving, and serving him as your Lord and Redeemer, Teacher and Healer, Master and Savior.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you have the words of everlasting life. Help me to cast aside all doubt and fear so that I may freely embrace your word with complete trust and joy. I surrender all to you. Be the Lord of my life and the Ruler of my heart. May there be nothing which hinders me from trusting in your love and following your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 26, 2026

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven,
 raised his voice, and proclaimed:
 "Let the whole house of Israel know for certain
 that God has made both Lord and Christ,
 this Jesus whom you crucified."

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart,
 and they asked Peter and the other apostles,
 "What are we to do, my brothers?"
 Peter said to them,
 "Repent and be baptized, every one of you,
 in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
 and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
 For the promise is made to you and to your children
 and to all those far off,
 whomever the Lord our God will call."
 He testified with many other arguments, and was exhorting them,
 "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation."
 Those who accepted his message were baptized,
 and about three thousand persons were added that day.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3b4, 5, 6

R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
 beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

He guides me in right paths
 for his name's sake.
 Even though I walk in the dark valley
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side.
 With your rod and your staff
 that give me courage.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 you anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows. 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Reading 2

1 Peter 2:20b-25

Beloved:
 If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is good,
 this is a grace before God.
 For to this you have been called,
 because Christ also suffered for you,
 leaving you an example that you should follow in his footsteps.
 He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.

When he was insulted, he returned no insult;
 when he suffered, he did not threaten;
 instead, he handed himself over to the one who judges justly.
 He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross,
 so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness.
 By his wounds you have been healed.
 For you had gone astray like sheep,
 but you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.



Alleluia

John 10:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my sheep, and mine know me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.


 Gospel

John 10:1-10

Jesus said:
 "Amen, amen, I say to you,
 whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate
 but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber.
 But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
 The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice,
 as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
 When he has driven out all his own,
 he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him,
 because they recognize his voice.
 But they will not follow a stranger;
 they will run away from him,
 because they do not recognize the voice of strangers."
 Although Jesus used this figure of speech,
 the Pharisees did not realize what he was trying to tell them.

So Jesus said again, "Amen, amen, I say to you,
 I am the gate for the sheep.
 All who came before me are thieves and robbers,
 but the sheep did not listen to them.
 I am the gate.
 Whoever enters through me will be saved,
 and will come in and go out and find pasture.
 A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy;
 I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly."

Reflection
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4th Sunday of Easter  Cycle A 

 
Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Acts 2:14, 36B41 

 
 Today we continue with Peters address to the people on the Day of Pentecost – an address we began to hear last week. This address proclaims that Jesus of Nazareth, whom the Jews crucified, is the Messiah promised by God and eagerly awaited by the righteous of the Old Testament; it is He who has affected Gods saving plan for mankind. 14    Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed to them, Recall last week and again notice the change worked in Peter by the Holy Spirit: He preaches boldly whereas only some 50 days earlier he had trembled at the words of a servant girl. Peter is speaking for all the apostles. You who are Jews, indeed all of you staying in Jerusalem. Let this be known to you, and listen to my words. 36 Therefore let the whole house of Israel know for certain The ingathering of Israel has reached a decisive pass, and that Israel which now remains obstinate in rejecting Jesus will have lost its claim to the honorific title and status of Gods people. that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, This sums up our reading of last week, all the events and actions involving Jesus were the result of divine intervention because of Gods plan for His people. This summation perfectly coordinates the Lordship testimonies of Joel 3 and Psalm 110 with the Messianic argument of Psalm 16. These presentations were made by Peter to the crowd in Acts 2:32-35 which occurs between last weeks reading and this one. this Jesus whom you crucified. This is not a condemnation of the Jews – Peter has already stated in his address (Acts 2: 23) This man, delivered up by the set plan and foreknowledge of God, you killed, using lawless men to crucify him. They were instruments of Gods will and decree; a part of His plan. 37    Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, Peters words, the instrument used by Gods grace, have moved the hearts of His listeners. 1    and they asked Peter and the other apostles, What are we to do, my brothers? 38 Peter (said) to them, Repent and be baptized, every one of you, To repent is to turn away from sin (the rejection of Jesus as Messiah in the case of the Jews, idol worship in the case of pagans). Repentance is a positive concept, a change of mind and heart toward God reflected in the actual goodness of ones life. It is in accord with the apostolic teaching derived from Jesus (Acts 2:24). Baptism results in the forgiveness of sins and the reception of the Holy Spirit. Luke presents baptism in Acts as the expected response to the apostolic preaching about Jesus and associates it with the conferring of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5; 10:44-48; 11:16). in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the holy Spirit. This does not necessarily mean that this was the form of words which the Apostles used in the baptismal liturgy, rather than the Trinitarian form prescribed by Jesus in Matthew 28:19. The expression baptized in the name of Christ means becoming a member of Christ, becoming a Christian. 39    For the promise is made to you and to your children The promise of the forgiveness of sins and the reception of the Holy Spirit was made in the first instance to the Jews: it is they to whom God entrusted His oracles; theirs was the privilege to receive the Old Testament and to be preached to directly by Jesus Himself. and to all those far off, The Gentiles whomever the Lord our God will call. 40 He testified with many other arguments, and was exhorting them, Save yourselves from this corrupt generation. Not only that part of the Jewish People who rejected Christ and His teaching, but everyone who is estranged from God. 41    Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand persons were added that day. At the sin of the golden calf, when the priesthood of the family was abolished in favor of the Levitical priesthood, three thousand were slain (Exodus 32:28) – now the Levitical priesthood is abolished and the priesthood of the family of God is instituted and three thousand are added to that family. 2 

 

2nd Reading  1 Peter 2:20b-25 

 
 In last weeks epistle reading we heard Peters call to be holy because we have been redeemed, not with money like the Old Testament sacrifice, but by the Blood of Christ; the one perfect sacrifice which could open heaven and make it possible for us to have our sins forgiven and forgotten. Todays reading comes from the section of Peters letter concerning the behavior of Christian slaves. Neither Peter nor Paul, even though they were apostles in the just emerging Christian Church, tried to put an end to the institution of slavery. They aimed instead at giving slavery a Christian meaning and making it a part of ones spiritual being. Our reading today is commonly understood to be part of a primitive Christian hymn based on Isaiah 53:4-12. 20b But if you are patient when you suffer for doing what is good, this is a grace before God. To put this verse in context, we must read the preceding two and one-half verses: 18 Slaves, be subject to your masters with all reverence, not only to those who are good and equitable but also to those who are perverse. 19 For whenever anyone bears the pain of unjust suffering because of consciousness of God, that is a grace. 20a But what credit is there if you are patient when beaten for doing wrong? 21    For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow in his footsteps. Not following in His footsteps to slavery, but to the patient suffering of unjust wrongs, for Christ provided us all a perfect example of this. Be sure to note carefully the extent to which Peter beholds glory even in the state of slavery, by saying that those who do well and are blameless but who are beaten by cruel and dishonest masters, are following in the footsteps of Christ, who suffered unjustly on our behalf. That is something to rejoice about! [Saint Bede the Venerable (ca. A.D. 416), On 1    Peter] 22    He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. This begins the hymn referred to in the introduction (read Isaiah 53:4-12). 23    When he was insulted, he returned no insult; when he suffered, he did not threaten; instead, he handed himself over to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross, Literally, ... to the wood. Wood or tree is a very early term for the cross. Christ carried the sins of men up to the cross in His body, undergoing the curse for them. The curse is the result of breaking the covenant with God. Adam and Eve had broken their covenant with God; the Israelites, at Mount Sinai, had broken their covenant with God and had 3    brought the curse upon themselves and their descendants. It was on the cross that Jesus fulfilled the role of the suffering servant (see Galatians 3:13; Deuteronomy 21:23). 2nd Corinthians 5:21 says For our sake he made him to be sin who did not know sin, so that we might become the righteousness of God in him. Christ is acknowledged as sinless (verse 22 of our reading today; Hebrews 4:15) yet through Gods choice He came to stand in that relation to God which is normally the result of sin – He became part of a sinful humanity so that His sacrifice would open heaven and allow our sins to be forgiven (see Romans 6:10-12). Christ was nailed to the cross, paying the penalty not for His own sins but paying the debt of our nature. For our nature was in debt after transgressing the laws of its maker. And since it was in debt and unable to pay, the Creator Himself in His wisdom devised a way of paying the debt. By taking a human body as capital, He invested it wisely and justly in paying the debt and thereby freeing human nature. [Theodoret of Cyr (ca. A.D. 430), On Divine Providence, 10,26] so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you had gone astray like sheep, but you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. The familiar shepherd and flock figures express the care, vigilance, and love of God for His people in the Old Testament [Psalm 23 (our Responsorial Psalm); Isaiah 40:11; Jeremiah 23:4-5; Ezekiel 34:11-16] and of Jesus for all humanity in the New Testament [Matthew 18:10-14; Luke 15:4-7; John 10:1-16 (our gospel reading); Hebrews 13:20]. 

 

Gospel - John 10:1-10 

 
 Todays reading takes place about four months before Jesus passion, death, and resurrection. This discourse appears immediately after Jesus healing of the man blind from birth (4th Sunday in Lent, Cycle A). Recall that at the end of that story, Jesus was addressing the Pharisees who didnt think they were blind – He still addresses the Pharisees. 1    Amen, amen, I say to you, The doubled Amen, when used in John, is an indication that a very grave matter is being discussed – a matter of life and death. whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber. 2 But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, The gatekeeper of the fold and the sheep can easily distinguish the genuine shepherd from the intruder. as he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4    This method of herding sheep is still in use in Palestine today. Rather than being driven, the sheep are led by the shepherd. 4    When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice. 5 But they will not follow a stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not recognize the voice of strangers. All the sheep of the village were kept in a common fold. Each shepherd would call out his own sheep and lead them away to pasture. The sheep would not respond to anyone but their own shepherd so there was no danger in mixing the flocks at night. The Pharisees do not recognize Jesus, but the people of God, symbolized by the man born blind (John 9:1-41, 4th Sunday in Lent, Cycle A), do. 6    Although Jesus used this figure of speech, they did not realize what he was trying to tell them. The Pharisees do not recognize Jesus, but the people of God, symbolized by the man born blind [John 9:1-41 (4th Sunday in Lent, Cycle A)], do. 7    So Jesus said again, Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep. In the first part of this reading, Jesus identified Himself as the true shepherd of Gods sheep. Now, He identifies Himself with the gate of the sheepfold. He is applying the significance of the gate as put forth in the first verse of our reading today. Those who have come to the fold through Him, the apostles and their successors, are legitimate shepherds. 8    All who came (before me) are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. Jesus is not condemning the leaders of Gods people appointed in the Old Testament. They were not before Him since they were part of the descent from God of which He is the ultimate fulfillment. Only those who come in by some way other than the gate are the interlopers and Gods sheep have recognized them as such. 9    I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. Just as the sheep and legitimate shepherds enter the fold only through the gate, so entry is gained into Gods fold, Gods pasture, only through Jesus the Christ. 10    A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; Ezekiel 34 castigates the leaders of the people as bad shepherds who fatten themselves at the cost of the sheep. 5    I came so that they might have life John 1:4 says through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race. and have it more abundantly. John 1:16 says From his fullness we have all received, grace in place of grace. 
   
 6 
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Sunday (April 26):  I Came That They May Have Life AbundantlyMeditation: Do you know the peace and security of the Good Shepherd who watches over his own? The Old Testament often speaks of God as shepherd of his people, Israel. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want (Psalm 23:1). Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! (Psalm 80:1) We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture (Psalm 100:3). The Messiah is also pictured as the shepherd of God's people: He will feed his flock like a shepherd, he will gather the lambs in his arms (Isaiah 40:11). Jesus says he is the Good Shepherd who will risk his life to seek out and save the stray sheep (Matthew 18:12, Luke 15:4). He is the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls (1 Peter 2:25).

The Good Shepherd and Guardian of our souls
What can shepherding teach us about God and our relationship with him? At the end of each day the shepherd brought his sheep into shelter. They knew the voice of their shepherd and came at his beckoning. So familiar was the shepherd and his sheep, that each was called by a distinct name. In the winter the sheep were usually brought to a communal village shelter which was locked and kept secure by a guardian. In the summer months the sheep were usually kept out in the fields and then gathered into a fold at night which was guarded by a shepherd throughout the night. He was literally the door through which the sheep had to pass.

The Scriptures describe God as a shepherd who brings security and peace to his people. The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and for evermore (Psalm 120:8). Even the leaders of God's people are called shepherds: they shall lead them out and bring them in; that the congregation of the Lord may not be as sheep which have no shepherd (Numbers 27:17). Just as a shepherd kept watch over his sheep and protected them from danger, so Jesus stands watch over his people as the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls (1 Peter 2:25). Do you know the peace and security of a life fully submitted to God?

Jesus willingly laid down his life for us - the sheep he ransomed with his own blood
St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) writes: "He has accomplished what he taught us: He has shown us what He commanded us to do. He laid down his own life for his sheep, that within our mystery he might change his body and blood into food, and nourish the sheep he had redeemed with the food of his own flesh. He has shown us the way we must follow, despite fear of death. He has laid down the pattern to which we must conform ourselves. The first duty laid on us is to use our material goods in mercy for the needs of his sheep, and then, if necessary, give even our lives for them. He that will not give of his substance for his sheep, how shall he lay down his life for them?" (Tr. 46 in John). Do you look to Jesus the Good Shepherd, to receive the strength and courage you need to live and serve as his disciple?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you always lead me in the way of true peace and safety. May I never doubt your care nor stray from your ways. Keep me safe in the shelter of your presence.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 27, 2026

Monday of the Fourth Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 11:1-18

The Apostles and the brothers who were in Judea
 heard that the Gentiles too had accepted the word of God.
 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem
 the circumcised believers confronted him, saying,
 ‘You entered the house of uncircumcised people and ate with them.”
 Peter began and explained it to them step by step, saying,
 “I was at prayer in the city of Joppa
 when in a trance I had a vision,
 something resembling a large sheet coming down,
 lowered from the sky by its four corners, and it came to me.
 Looking intently into it,
 I observed and saw the four-legged animals of the earth,
 the wild beasts, the reptiles, and the birds of the sky.
 I also heard a voice say to me, ‘Get up, Peter. Slaughter and eat.’
 But I said, ‘Certainly not, sir,
 because nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’
 But a second time a voice from heaven answered,
 ‘What God has made clean, you are not to call profane.’
 This happened three times,
 and then everything was drawn up again into the sky.
 Just then three men appeared at the house where we were,
 who had been sent to me from Caesarea.
 The Spirit told me to accompany them without discriminating.
 These six brothers also went with me,
 and we entered the man’s house.
 He related to us how he had seen the angel standing in his house, saying,
 ‘Send someone to Joppa and summon Simon, who is called Peter,
 who will speak words to you
 by which you and all your household will be saved.’
 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them
 as it had upon us at the beginning,
 and I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said,
 ‘John baptized with water
 but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’
 If then God gave them the same gift he gave to us
 when we came to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,
 who was I to be able to hinder God?”
 When they heard this,
 they stopped objecting and glorified God, saying,
 “God has then granted life-giving repentance to the Gentiles too.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 42:2-3; 43:3, 4

R. (see 3a) Athirst is my soul for the living God.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

As the hind longs for the running waters,
 so my soul longs for you, O God.
 Athirst is my soul for God, the living God.
 When shall I go and behold the face of God?

R. Athirst is my soul for the living God.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Send forth your light and your fidelity;
 they shall lead me on
 And bring me to your holy mountain,
 to your dwelling-place.

R. Athirst is my soul for the living God.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Then will I go in to the altar of God,
 the God of my gladness and joy;
 Then will I give you thanks upon the harp,
 O God, my God!

R. Athirst is my soul for the living God.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 10:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my sheep, and mine know me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 10:11-18

Jesus said:
 “I am the good shepherd.
 A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
 A hired man, who is not a shepherd
 and whose sheep are not his own,
 sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away,
 and the wolf catches and scatters them.
 This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep.
 I am the good shepherd,
 and I know mine and mine know me,
 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father;
 and I will lay down my life for the sheep.
 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.
 These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice,
 and there will be one flock, one shepherd.
 This is why the Father loves me,
 because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.
 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own.
 I have power to lay it down, and power to take it up again.
 This command I have received from my Father.”

Reflection
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Monday (April 27):  I Am the Good ShepherdMeditation: Do you know the peace and security of the Good Shepherd who watches over his own? The Old Testament often speaks of God as shepherd of his people, Israel. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want (Psalm 23:1). Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! (Psalm 80:1) We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture (Psalm 100:3). The Messiah is also pictured as the shepherd of God's people: He will feed his flock like a shepherd, he will gather the lambs in his arms (Isaiah 40:11). Jesus says he is the Good Shepherd who will risk his life to seek out and save the stray sheep (Matthew 18:12, Luke 15:4). He is the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls (1 Peter 2:25).

Jesus is the Good Shepherd and Guardian of our souls
Jesus made three promises to his followers. He promised them everlasting life. If they accept him and follow him, they will have the life of God in them. Jesus also promised them a life that would know no end. Death would not be the end but the beginning; they would know the glory of indestructible life. Jesus promised a life that was secure. Jesus said that nothing would snatch them out of his hand, not even sorrow and death, since he is everlasting life itself. Our lives are safe in his hands.

Do you listen to the voice of the Good Shepherd who calls you to himself?
The words which Jesus spoke upset many of the Jewish leaders. How could he speak with the same authority which God spoke and claim to be equal with God? He must either be insane or divine. Unfortunately some thought he was mad even though he cured a man who was blind from birth. We are faced with the same choice. Either Jesus is who he claims to be - the Son of God and Savior of the world - or the world's greatest deluder! We cannot be indifferent to his claim. For those who accept him as Lord and Savior he offers the peace and security of unending life and joy with God. Do you know the peace and security of a life fully submitted to Christ?

Cyril of Alexander, a 5th century church father comments on Jesus as our Good Shepherd: "He shows in what manner a shepherd may be proved good; and He teaches that he must be prepared to give up his life fighting in defense of his sheep, which was fulfilled in Christ. For man has departed from the love of God, and fallen into sin, and because of this was, I say, excluded from the divine abode of paradise, and when he was weakened by that disaster, he yielded to the devil tempting him to sin, and death following that sin he became the prey of fierce and ravenous wolves. But after Christ was announced as the True Shepherd of all men, He laid down his life for us (1 John 3:16), fighting for us against that pack of inhuman beasts.

"He bore the Cross for us, that by His own death he might destroy death. He was condemned for us, that He might deliver all of us from the sentence of punishment: the tyranny of sin being overthrown by our faith: fastening to the Cross the decree that stood against us, as it is written (Colossians 2:14). Therefore as the father of sin had as it were shut up the sheep in hell, giving them to death to feed on, as it is written in the psalms (Ps. Xlviii.16), He died for us as truly Good, and truly our Shepherd, so that the dark shadow of death driven away He might join us to the company of the blessed in heaven; and in exchange for abodes that lie far in the depths of the pit, and in the hidden places of the sea, grant us mansions in His Father's House above. Because of this he says to us in another place: Fear not, little flock, for it has pleased your Father to give you a kingdom (Luke 12:32)."
Do you listen attentively to the voice of the Good Shepherd and obey his word?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd who keeps watch over our lives. May I be ever attentive to your voice and submit fully to your wise rule for my life. Draw me near to you that I may always find peace and joy in your presence.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 28, 2026

Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Easter

Reading 1

Acts 11:19-26

Those who had been scattered by the persecution
 that arose because of Stephen
 went as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch,
 preaching the word to no one but Jews.
 There were some Cypriots and Cyrenians among them, however,
 who came to Antioch and began to speak to the Greeks as well,
 proclaiming the Lord Jesus.
 The hand of the Lord was with them
 and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.
 The news about them reached the ears of the Church in Jerusalem,
 and they sent Barnabas to go to Antioch.
 When he arrived and saw the grace of God,
 he rejoiced and encouraged them all
 to remain faithful to the Lord in firmness of heart,
 for he was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and faith.
 And a large number of people was added to the Lord.
 Then he went to Tarsus to look for Saul,
 and when he had found him he brought him to Antioch.
 For a whole year they met with the Church
 and taught a large number of people,
 and it was in Antioch that the disciples
 were first called Christians.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7

R. (117:1a) All you nations, praise the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

His foundation upon the holy mountains
 the LORD loves:
 The gates of Zion,
 more than any dwelling of Jacob.
 Glorious things are said of you,
 O city of God!

R. All you nations, praise the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

I tell of Egypt and Babylon
 among those who know the LORD;
 Of Philistia, Tyre, Ethiopia:
 “This man was born there.”
 And of Zion they shall say:
 “One and all were born in her;
 And he who has established her
 is the Most High LORD.”

R. All you nations, praise the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

They shall note, when the peoples are enrolled:
 “This man was born there.”
 And all shall sing, in their festive dance:
 “My home is within you.”

R. All you nations, praise the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 10:27

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;
 I know them, and they follow me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 10:22-30

The feast of the Dedication was taking place in Jerusalem.
 It was winter.
 And Jesus walked about in the temple area on the Portico of Solomon.
 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him,
 “How long are you going to keep us in suspense?
 If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”
 Jesus answered them, “I told you and you do not believe.
 The works I do in my Father’s name testify to me.
 But you do not believe, because you are not among my sheep.
 My sheep hear my voice;
 I know them, and they follow me.
 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.
 No one can take them out of my hand.
 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all,
 and no one can take them out of the Father’s hand.
 The Father and I are one.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Louis Mary de Montfort, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #719-724.



Reading 1

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Brothers and sisters:
 The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
 but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
 For it is written:
 I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
 and the learning of the learned I will set aside.

Where is the wise one?
 Where is the scribe?
 Where is the debater of this age?
 Has not God made the wisdom of the world foolish?
 For since in the wisdom of God
 the world did not come to know God through wisdom,
 it was the will of God through the foolishness of the proclamation
 to save those who have faith.
 For Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom,
 but we proclaim Christ crucified,
 a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,
 but to those who are called, Jews and Greeks alike,
 Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom,
 and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 40:2 and 4, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10

R. (8a and 9a) Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I have waited, waited for the LORD,
 and he stooped toward me and heard my cry.
 And he put a new song into my mouth,
 a hymn to our God.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Sacrifice or offering you wished not,
 but ears open to obedience you gave me.
 Burnt offerings or sin-offerings you sought not;
 then said I, "Behold I come."

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

"In the written scroll it is prescribed for me,
 To do your will, O my God, is my delight,
 and your law is within my heart!"

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I announced your justice in the vast assembly;
 I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Alleluia

Luke 4:18

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor
 and to proclaim liberty to captives.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 28:16-20

The Eleven disciples went to Galilee,
 to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them.
 When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted.
 Then Jesus approached and said to them,
 "All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
 baptizing them in the name of the Father,
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
 And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age."

Optional Memorial of Saint Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718 or the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #719-724.



Reading 1

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Brothers and sisters:
 The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
 but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
 For it is written:

I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
 and the learning of the learned I will set aside.

Where is the wise one?
 Where is the scribe?
 Where is the debater of this age?
 Has not God made the wisdom of the world foolish?
 For since in the wisdom of God
 the world did not come to know God through wisdom,
 it was the will of God through the foolishness of the proclamation
 to save those who have faith.
 For Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom,
 but we proclaim Christ crucified,
 a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,
 but to those who are called, Jews and Greeks alike,
 Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom,
 and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 117:1bc, 2

R. (Mark 16:15) Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Praise the LORD, all you nations;
 glorify him, all you peoples!

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

For steadfast is his kindness toward us,
 and the fidelity of the LORD endures forever.

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

Mark 1:17

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Come after me, says the Lord,
 and I will make you fishers of men.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Mark 1:14-20

After John the Baptist had been arrested,
 Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the Gospel of God:
 "This is the time of fulfillment.
 The Kingdom of God is at hand.
 Repent, and believe in the Gospel."

As he passed by the Sea of Galilee,
 he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea;
 they were fishermen.
 Jesus said to them,
 "Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men."
 Then they left their nets and followed him.
 He walked along a little farther
 and saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John.
 They too were in a boat mending their nets.
 Then he called them.
 So they left their father Zebedee in the boat
 along with the hired men and followed him.

Reflection
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Tuesday (April 28):  My Sheep Hear My VoiceMeditation: How secure is your faith and trust in God? Scripture describes God's word as a "lamp for our feet and a light for our steps" (Psalm 119:105) . The Jewish Feast of the Dedication is also called the Festival of Lights or Hanakkuh . This feast was held in late December, near the time when Christians celebrate the feast of Christmas. This is the time of year when the day is shortest and the night longest. Jesus used this occasion to declare that he is the true light of the world (John 8:12). In his light we can see who God truly is and we can find the true path to heaven.

Our true and lasting security rests in Jesus alone
Jesus speaks of the tremendous trust he has in God his Father and the tremendous trust we ought to have in him because he is our good shepherd (John 10:11). Sheep without a shepherd are defenseless against prey, such as wolves, and often get lost and bewildered without a guide. That is why shepherds literally live with their sheep out in the open field and mountain sides. The shepherd guards his sheep from the dangers of storms, floods, and beasts of prey. The shepherd leads his sheep to the best places for feeding and the best streams for drinking. He finds the best place for their rest and safety at night. The sheep recognize the voice of their shepherd and heed his call when he leads them to safe pasture and rest.

Listen to the Good Shepherd and you will not go astray
We are very much like sheep who stray, we become easy prey to forces which can destroy us - sin, Satan, and a world in opposition to God and his people. The Lord Jesus came not only to free us from Satan's snares and the grip of sin, he came to personally lead us to the best of places where we can feed on his "word of life" and drink from the "living waters" of his Holy Spirit. The sheep who heed the voice of Jesus, the good shepherd, have no fear. He leads them to the best of places - everlasting peace, joy, and fellowship with God and his people.

In this present life we will encounter trials, difficulties, and persecution. We can face them alone or we can follow Jesus, the true shepherd, who will bring us safely through every difficulty to the place of peace and security with God. Do you listen to the voice of the Good Shepherd and heed his commands?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd who secures what is best for us. I place all my hope and trust in you. Open my ears to hear your voice today and to follow your commands.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 29, 2026

Memorial of Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Reading I

Acts 12:24—13:5a

The word of God continued to spread and grow.

After Barnabas and Saul completed their relief mission,
 they returned to Jerusalem,
 taking with them John, who is called Mark.

Now there were in the Church at Antioch prophets and teachers:
 Barnabas, Symeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene,
 Manaen who was a close friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.
 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said,
 “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul
 for the work to which I have called them.”
 Then, completing their fasting and prayer,
 they laid hands on them and sent them off.

So they, sent forth by the Holy Spirit,
 went down to Seleucia
 and from there sailed to Cyprus.
 When they arrived in Salamis,
 they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8

R. (4) O God, let all the nations praise you!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

May God have pity on us and bless us;
 may he let his face shine upon us.
 So may your way be known upon earth;
 among all nations, your salvation.

R. O God, let all the nations praise you!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

May the nations be glad and exult
 because you rule the peoples in equity;
 the nations on the earth you guide.

R. O God, let all the nations praise you!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

May the peoples praise you, O God;
 may all the peoples praise you!
 May God bless us,
 and may all the ends of the earth fear him!

R. O God, let all the nations praise you!
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Alleluia

John 8:12

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
 whoever follows me will have the light of life.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 12:44-50

Jesus cried out and said,
 “Whoever believes in me believes not only in me
 but also in the one who sent me,
 and whoever sees me sees the one who sent me.
 I came into the world as light,
 so that everyone who believes in me might not remain in darkness.
 And if anyone hears my words and does not observe them,
 I do not condemn him,
 for I did not come to condemn the world but to save the world.
 Whoever rejects me and does not accept my words
 has something to judge him: the word that I spoke,
 it will condemn him on the last day,
 because I did not speak on my own,
 but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and speak.
 And I know that his commandment is eternal life.
 So what I say, I say as the Father told me.”

Memorial of Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Virgins, #731-736.



Reading 1

1 John 1:5b-2:2

Beloved:
 This is the message that we have heard from Jesus Christ
 and proclaim to you: God is light,
 and in him there is no darkness at all.
 If we say, "We have fellowship with him,"
 while we continue to walk in darkness,
 we lie and do not act in truth.
 But if we walk in the light as he is in the light,
 then we have fellowship with one another,
 and the Blood of his Son Jesus cleanses us from all sin.
 If we say, "We are without sin," we deceive ourselves,
 and the truth is not in us.
 If we acknowledge our sins, he is faithful and just
 and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every wrongdoing.
 If we say, "We have not sinned," we make him a liar,
 and his word is not in us.

My children, I am writing this to you so that you may not commit sin.
 But if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the Father,
 Jesus Christ the righteous one.
 He is expiation for our sins,
 and not for our sins only but for those of the whole world.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 8-9, 13-14, 17-18

R. (1) O, bless the Lord, my soul!

Bless the LORD, O my soul;
 and all my being, bless his holy name!
 Bless the LORD, O my soul;
 and forget not all his benefits.

R. O, bless the Lord, my soul!

He pardons all your iniquities,
 he heals all your ills.
 He redeems your life from destruction,
 he crowns you with kindness and compassion.

R. O, bless the Lord, my soul!

Merciful and gracious is the LORD,
 slow to anger and abounding in kindness.
 He will not always chide,
 nor does he keep his wrath forever.

R. O, bless the Lord, my soul!

As a father has compassion on his children,
 so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him,
 For he knows how we are formed;
 he remembers that we are dust.

R. O, bless the Lord, my soul!

But the kindness of the LORD is from eternity
 to eternity toward those who fear him,
 And his justice toward his children's children
 among those who keep his covenant.

R. O, bless the Lord, my soul!

Alleluia

See Matthew 11:25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
 you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Matthew 11:25-30

At that time Jesus responded:
 "I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
 for although you have hidden these things
 from the wise and the learned
 you have revealed them to the childlike.
 Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.
 All things have been handed over to me by my Father.
 No one knows the Son except the Father,
 and no one knows the Father except the Son
 and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.

"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
 and I will give you rest.
 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
 for I am meek and humble of heart;
 and you will find rest for yourselves.
 For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."

Reflection
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Wednesday (April 29):  Believe in Me - That You May Not Remain in DarknessMeditation: What kind of darkness does Jesus warn us to avoid? It is the darkness of unbelief and rejection - not only of the Son who came into the world to save it - but rejection of the Father who offers us healing and reconciliation through his Son, Jesus Christ. In Jesus' last public discourse before his death and resurrection (according to John's Gospel), Jesus speaks of himself as the light of the world . In the Scriptures light is associated with God's truth and life. Psalm 27 exclaims, The Lord is my light and my salvation.

The light of Christ removes the darkness and reveals the goodness of God to us
Just as natural light exposes the darkness and reveals what is hidden, so God's word enables those with eyes of faith to perceive the hidden truths of God's kingdom. Our universe could not exist without light - and no living thing could be sustained without it. Just as natural light produces warmth and energy - enabling seed to sprout and living things to grow - in like manner, God's light and truth enables us to grow in the abundant life which only he can offer us. Jesus' words produce life - the very life of God - within those who receive it with faith.

To see Jesus, the Word of God who became flesh for our sake (John 1), is to see God in visible form. To hear the words of Jesus is to hear the voice of God. He is the very light of God that has power to overcome the darkness of sin, ignorance, and unbelief. God's light and truth brings healing, pardon, and transformation. This light is not only for the chosen people of Israel, but for the whole world as well. Jesus warns that if we refuse to listen to his word, if we choose to ignore it or to take it very lightly, then we choose to remain in spiritual darkness.

The Word of God has power to set us free from sin, doubt, and deception
Jesus made it clear that he did not come to condemn us, but rather to bring us abundant life and freedom from the oppression of sin, Satan, and a world in opposition to God's truth and goodness. We condemn ourselves when we reject God's word of truth, life, and wisdom. It is one thing to live in ignorance due to lack of knowledge and understanding, but another thing to disdain the very source of truth who is Christ Jesus, the Word of God sent from the Father. Jesus says that his word - which comes from the Father and which produces eternal life in us - will be our judge. Do you believe that God's word has power to set you free from sin and ignorance and to transform your life in his way of holiness?

Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) summed up our need for God's help in the following prayer he wrote: "God our Father, we find it difficult to come to you, because our knowledge of you is imperfect. In our ignorance we have imagined you to be our enemy; we have wrongly thought that you take pleasure in punishing our sins; and we have foolishly conceived you to be a tyrant over human life. But since Jesus came among us, he has shown that you are loving, and that our resentment against you was groundless."

The Holy Spirit opens our minds to understand the truth and wisdom of God's word
God does not wish to leave us in spiritual darkness - in our ignorance and unbelief. He is always ready to give his light, wisdom, and truth to all who seek him and who hunger for his word. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit he helps us to grow each and every day in faith, knowledge, and understanding of his life-giving word. Do you want to know more of God and grow in his transforming love? Look to Jesus, the Light of God, and in his truth you will find joy, freedom, and wholeness of body, mind, heart, and soul.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, in your word I find life, truth, and freedom. May I never doubt your word nor forget your commandments. Increase my love for your truth that I may embrace it fully and live according to it.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 30, 2026

Thursday of the Fourth Week of Easter

Reading I

Acts 13:13-25

From Paphos, Paul and his companions
 set sail and arrived at Perga in Pamphylia.
 But John left them and returned to Jerusalem.
 They continued on from Perga and reached Antioch in Pisidia.
 On the sabbath they entered into the synagogue and took their seats.
 After the reading of the law and the prophets,
 the synagogue officials sent word to them,
 “My brothers, if one of you has a word of exhortation
 for the people, please speak.”

So Paul got up, motioned with his hand, and said,
 “Fellow children of Israel and you others who are God-fearing, listen.
 The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors
 and exalted the people during their sojourn in the land of Egypt.
 With uplifted arm he led them out,
 and for about forty years he put up with them in the desert.
 When he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan,
 he gave them their land as an inheritance
 at the end of about four hundred and fifty years.
 After these things he provided judges up to Samuel the prophet.
 Then they asked for a king.
 God gave them Saul, son of Kish,
 a man from the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years.
 Then he removed him and raised up David as their king;
 of him he testified,
 I have found David, son of Jesse, a man after my own heart;
 he will carry out my every wish.
 From this man’s descendants God, according to his promise,
 has brought to Israel a savior, Jesus.
 John heralded his coming by proclaiming a baptism of repentance
 to all the people of Israel;
 and as John was completing his course, he would say,
 ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he.
 Behold, one is coming after me;
 I am not worthy to unfasten the sandals of his feet.’"



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27

R. (2) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The favors of the LORD I will sing forever;
 through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.
 For you have said, “My kindness is established forever”;
 in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

“I have found David, my servant;
 with my holy oil I have anointed him,
 That my hand may be always with him,
 and that my arm may make him strong.”

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

“My faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him,
 and through my name shall his horn be exalted.
 He shall say of me, ‘You are my father,
 my God, the Rock, my savior.’”

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.


 Alleluia

See Revelation 1:5ab

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness,
 the firstborn of the dead,
 you have loved us and freed us from our sins by your Blood.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 13:16-20

When Jesus had washed the disciples’ feet, he said to them:
 “Amen, amen, I say to you, no slave is greater than his master
 nor any messenger greater than the one who sent him.
 If you understand this, blessed are you if you do it.
 I am not speaking of all of you.
 I know those whom I have chosen.
 But so that the Scripture might be fulfilled,
 The one who ate my food has raised his heel against me.
 From now on I am telling you before it happens,
 so that when it happens you may believe that I AM.
 Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send
 receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.”

Optional Memorial of Saint Pius V, Pope, religious

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For a Pope, #719-724.



Reading 1

1 Corinthians 4:1-5

Brothers and sisters:
 Thus should one regard us: as servants of Christ
 and stewards of the mysteries of God.
 Now it is of course required of stewards
 that they be found trustworthy.
 It does not concern me in the least
 that I be judged by you or any human tribunal;
 I do not even pass judgment on myself;
 I am not conscious of anything against me,
 but I do not thereby stand acquitted;
 the one who judges me is the Lord.
 Therefore do not make any judgment before the appointed time,
 until the Lord comes,
 for he will bring to light what is hidden in darkness
 and will manifest the motives of our hearts,
 and then everyone will receive praise from God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 110:1, 2, 3, 4

R. (4b) You are a priest for ever, in the line of Melchizedek.

The LORD said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand
 till I make your enemies your footstool."

R. You are a priest for ever, in the line of Melchizedek.

The scepter of your power the Lord will stretch forth from Zion:
 "Rule in the midst of your enemies."

R. You are a priest for ever, in the line of Melchizedek.

"Yours is princely power in the day of your birth, in holy splendor;
 before the daystar, like the dew, I have begotten you."

R. You are a priest for ever, in the line of Melchizedek.

The LORD has sworn, and he will not repent:
 "You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek."

R. You are a priest for ever, in the line of Melchizedek.

Alleluia

John 10:14

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my sheep, and mine know me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 21:15-17

After Jesus had revealed himself to his disciples
 and eaten breakfast with them, he said to Simon Peter,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs."
 He then said to Simon Peter a second time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep."
 He said to him the third time,
 "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
 Peter was distressed that Jesus had said to him a third time,
 "Do you love me?" and he said to him,
 "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you."
 Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep."

Reflection
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Thursday (April 30):  The One Who Receives MeMeditation: How do you treat those who cause you grief or harm, especially those who are close to you in some way? In his last supper discourse, Jesus addressed the issue of fidelity and disloyalty in relationships. Jesus knew beforehand that one of his own disciples would betray him. Such knowledge could have easily led Jesus to distance himself from such a person and to protect himself from harm's way. Instead, Jesus expresses his love, affection, and loyalty to those who were his own, even to the one he knew would "stab him in the back" when he got the opportunity. Jesus used a quotation from Psalm 41:9 which describes an act of treachery by one's closest friend. In the culture of Jesus' day, to eat bread with someone was a gesture of friendship and trust. Jesus extends such friendship to Judas right at the moment when Judas is conspiring to betray his master. The expression lift his heel against me reinforces the brute nature of this act of violent rejection.

Love and loyalty that endure to the end
Jesus loved his disciples to the end and proved his faithfulness to them even to death on the cross. Through his death and resurrection Jesus opened a new way of relationship and friendship with God. Jesus tells his disciples that if they accept him they also accept the Father who sent him. This principle extends to all who belong to Christ and who speak in his name. To accept the Lord's messenger is to accept Jesus himself. The great honor and the great responsibility a Christian has is to stand in the world for Jesus Christ. As his disciples and ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20), we are called to speak for him and to act on his behalf. Are you ready to stand for Jesus at the cross of humiliation, rejection, opposition, and suffering?

Prayer: Eternal God, who are the light of the minds that know you, the joy of the hearts that love you, and the strength of the wills that serve you; grant us so to know you, that we may truly love you, and so to love you that we may fully serve you, whom to serve is perfect freedom, in Jesus our Lord. (Prayer of Saint Augustine)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
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