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April 1, 2025

Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12

The angel brought me, Ezekiel,
 back to the entrance of the temple of the LORD,
 and I saw water flowing out
 from beneath the threshold of the temple toward the east,
 for the façade of the temple was toward the east;
 the water flowed down from the right side of the temple,
 south of the altar.
 He led me outside by the north gate,
 and around to the outer gate facing the east,
 where I saw water trickling from the right side.
 Then when he had walked off to the east
 with a measuring cord in his hand,
 he measured off a thousand cubits
 and had me wade through the water,
 which was ankle-deep.
 He measured off another thousand
 and once more had me wade through the water,
 which was now knee-deep.
 Again he measured off a thousand and had me wade;
 the water was up to my waist.
 Once more he measured off a thousand,
 but there was now a river through which I could not wade;
 for the water had risen so high it had become a river
 that could not be crossed except by swimming.
 He asked me, "Have you seen this, son of man?"
 Then he brought me to the bank of the river, where he had me sit.
 Along the bank of the river I saw very many trees on both sides.
 He said to me,
 "This water flows into the eastern district down upon the Arabah,
 and empties into the sea, the salt waters, which it makes fresh.
 Wherever the river flows,
 every sort of living creature that can multiply shall live,
 and there shall be abundant fish,
 for wherever this water comes the sea shall be made fresh.
 Along both banks of the river, fruit trees of every kind shall grow;
 their leaves shall not fade, nor their fruit fail.
 Every month they shall bear fresh fruit,
 for they shall be watered by the flow from the sanctuary.
 Their fruit shall serve for food, and their leaves for medicine."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9

R. (8) The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob.

God is our refuge and our strength,
 an ever-present help in distress.
 Therefore we fear not, though the earth be shaken
 and mountains plunge into the depths of the sea.

R. The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob.

There is a stream whose runlets gladden the city of God,
 the holy dwelling of the Most High.
 God is in its midst; it shall not be disturbed;
 God will help it at the break of dawn.

R. The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob.

The LORD of hosts is with us;
 our stronghold is the God of Jacob.
 Come! behold the deeds of the LORD,
 the astounding things he has wrought on earth.

R. The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob.

Verse Before the Gospel

Psalm 51:12a, 14a

A clean heart create for me, O God;
 give me back the joy of your salvation.

Gospel

John 5:1-16

There was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
 Now there is in Jerusalem at the Sheep Gate
 a pool called in Hebrew Bethesda, with five porticoes.
 In these lay a large number of ill, blind, lame, and crippled.
 One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years.
 When Jesus saw him lying there
 and knew that he had been ill for a long time, he said to him,
 "Do you want to be well?"
 The sick man answered him,
 "Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool
 when the water is stirred up;
 while I am on my way, someone else gets down there before me."
 Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your mat, and walk."
 Immediately the man became well, took up his mat, and walked.

Now that day was a sabbath.
 So the Jews said to the man who was cured,
 "It is the sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to carry your mat."
 He answered them, "The man who made me well told me,
 'Take up your mat and walk.'"
 They asked him,
 "Who is the man who told you, 'Take it up and walk'?"
 The man who was healed did not know who it was,
 for Jesus had slipped away, since there was a crowd there.
 After this Jesus found him in the temple area and said to him,
 "Look, you are well; do not sin any more,
 so that nothing worse may happen to you."
 The man went and told the Jews
 that Jesus was the one who had made him well.
 Therefore, the Jews began to persecute Jesus
 because he did this on a sabbath.

Reflection
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Tuesday (April 1):  Walk and Sin No MoreMeditation: Is there anything holding you back from the Lord's healing power and transforming grace that can set you free to live in wholeness, joy, and peace with God? God put into the heart of the prophet Ezekiel a vision of the rivers of living water flowing from God's heavenly throne to bring healing and restoration to his people. We begin to see the fulfillment of this restoration taking place when the Lord Jesus announces the coming of God's kingdom and performs signs and miracles in demonstration of the power of that kingdom.

One of the key signs which John points out in his Gospel account takes place in Jerusalem when Jesus went up to the temple during one of the great Jewish feasts (John 5:1-9). As Jesus approached the temple area he stopped at the pool of Bethzatha which was close by. Many Jews brought their sick relatives and friends to this pool. John tells us that a "multitude of invalids, blind, lame, paralyzed" were laid there on the pavement surrounding the pool (John 5:3). This pool was likely one of the ritual baths used for purification for people before they went into the temple to offer prayers and sacrifice. On certain occasions, especially when the waters were stirred, the lame and others with diseases were dipped in the pool in the hope that they might be cured of their ailments.

Do you want the Lord Jesus to make you whole?
The lame man that Jesus stopped to speak with had been paralyzed for more than 38 years. He felt helpless because he had no friends to help him bathe in the purifying waters of the pool. Despite his many years of unanswered prayer, he still waited by the pool in the hope that help might come his way. Jesus offered this incurable man not only the prospect of help but total healing as well. Jesus first awakened faith in the paralyzed man when he put a probing question to him, "Do you really want to be healed?" This question awakened a new spark of faith in him. Jesus then ordered him to "get up and walk!" Now the lame man had to put his new found faith into action. He decided to take the Lord Jesus at his word and immediately stood up and began to walk freely.

The Holy Spirit purifies, heals, and transforms us in Christ's image
The Lord Jesus approaches each one of us with the same probing question, "Do you really want to be healed - to be forgiven, set free from guilt and sin, from uncontrollable anger and other disordered passions, and from hurtful desires and addictions. The first essential step towards freedom and healing is the desire for change. If we are content to stay as we are, then no amount of coaxing will change us. The Lord will not refuse anyone who sincerely asks for his pardon, mercy, and healing.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, put within my heart a burning desire to be changed and transformed in your way of holiness. Let your Holy Spirit purify my heart and renew in me a fervent love and desire to do whatever is pleasing to you and to refuse whatever is contrary to your will.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 2, 2025

Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Isaiah 49:8-15

Thus says the LORD:
 In a time of favor I answer you,
 on the day of salvation I help you;
 and I have kept you and given you as a covenant to the people,
 To restore the land
 and allot the desolate heritages,
 Saying to the prisoners: Come out!
 To those in darkness: Show yourselves!
 Along the ways they shall find pasture,
 on every bare height shall their pastures be.
 They shall not hunger or thirst,
 nor shall the scorching wind or the sun strike them;
 For he who pities them leads them
 and guides them beside springs of water.
 I will cut a road through all my mountains,
 and make my highways level.
 See, some shall come from afar,
 others from the north and the west,
 and some from the land of Syene.
 Sing out, O heavens, and rejoice, O earth,
 break forth into song, you mountains.
 For the LORD comforts his people
 and shows mercy to his afflicted.

But Zion said, "The LORD has forsaken me;
 my Lord has forgotten me."
 Can a mother forget her infant,
 be without tenderness for the child of her womb?
 Even should she forget,
 I will never forget you.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18

R. (8a) The Lord is gracious and merciful.

The LORD is gracious and merciful,
 slow to anger and of great kindness.
 The LORD is good to all
 and compassionate toward all his works.

R. The Lord is gracious and merciful.

The LORD is faithful in all his words
 and holy in all his works.
 The LORD lifts up all who are falling
 and raises up all who are bowed down.

R. The Lord is gracious and merciful.

The LORD is just in all his ways
 and holy in all his works.
 The LORD is near to all who call upon him,
 to all who call upon him in truth.

R. The Lord is gracious and merciful.

Verse Before the Gospel

John 11:25a, 26

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;
 whoever believes in me will never die.

Gospel

John 5:17-30

Jesus answered the Jews:
 "My Father is at work until now, so I am at work."
 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him,
 because he not only broke the sabbath
 but he also called God his own father, making himself equal to God.

Jesus answered and said to them,
 "Amen, amen, I say to you, the Son cannot do anything on his own,
 but only what he sees the Father doing;
 for what he does, the Son will do also.
 For the Father loves the Son
 and shows him everything that he himself does,
 and he will show him greater works than these,
 so that you may be amazed.
 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives life,
 so also does the Son give life to whomever he wishes.
 Nor does the Father judge anyone,
 but he has given all judgment to the Son,
 so that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father.
 Whoever does not honor the Son
 does not honor the Father who sent him.
 Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever hears my word
 and believes in the one who sent me
 has eternal life and will not come to condemnation,
 but has passed from death to life.
 Amen, amen, I say to you, the hour is coming and is now here
 when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God,
 and those who hear will live.
 For just as the Father has life in himself,
 so also he gave to the Son the possession of life in himself.
 And he gave him power to exercise judgment,
 because he is the Son of Man.
 Do not be amazed at this,
 because the hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs
 will hear his voice and will come out,
 those who have done good deeds
 to the resurrection of life,
 but those who have done wicked deeds
 to the resurrection of condemnation.

"I cannot do anything on my own;
 I judge as I hear, and my judgment is just,
 because I do not seek my own will
 but the will of the one who sent me."

Optional Memorial Saint Francis of Paola, Hermit

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Religious, #737-742.

Reading 1

Philippians 3:8-14

Brothers and sisters:
 I consider everything as a loss
 because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
 For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things
 and I consider them so much rubbish,
 that I may gain Christ and be found in him,
 not having any righteousness of my own based on the law
 but that which comes through faith in Christ,
 the righteousness from God,
 depending on faith to know him and the power of his resurrection
 and the sharing of his sufferings by being conformed to his death,
 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

It is not that I have already taken hold of it
 or have already attained perfect maturity,
 but I continue my pursuit in hope that I may possess it,
 since I have indeed been taken possession of by Christ Jesus.
 Brothers and sisters, I for my part
 do not consider myself to have taken possession.
 Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind
 but straining forward to what lies ahead,
 I continue my pursuit toward the goal,
 the prize of God's upward calling, in Christ Jesus.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 11

R. (see 5a) You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
 I say to the LORD, "My Lord are you."
 O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
 you it is who hold fast my lot.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

I bless the LORD who counsels me;
 even in the night my heart exhorts me.
 I set the LORD always before me;
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

You will show me the path to life,
 fullness of joys in your presence,
 the delights at your right hand forever.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Alleluia

Matthew 5:3

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed are the poor in spirit;
 for theirs is the Kingdom of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 12:32-34

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Do not be afraid any longer, little flock,
 for your Father is pleased to give you the Kingdom.
 Sell your belongings and give alms.
 Provide money bags for yourselves that do not wear out,
 an inexhaustible treasure in heaven
 that no thief can reach nor moth destroy.
 For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be."

Reflection
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Wednesday (April 2):  My Father Is Working Still, and I Am WorkingMeditation: Who can claim authority and power over life and death itself? Jesus not only made such a claim, he showed God's power to heal and restore people to wholeness of life. He also showed the mercy of God by releasing people from their burden of sin and guilt. He even claimed to have the power to raise the dead to life and to execute judgment on all the living and dead. The Jewish authorities were troubled with Jesus' claims and looked for a way to get rid of him. He either had to be a mad man and an imposter or who he claimed to be - God's divine son. Unfortunately, they could not accept Jesus' claim to be the Messiah, the anointed one sent by the Father to redeem his people. They sought to kill him because he claimed an authority and equality with God which they could not accept. They failed to recognize that this was God's answer to the long-awaited prayers of his people: "In a time of favor I have answered you, in a day of salvation I have helped you" (Isaiah 49:8).

A "covenant" to the people
Jesus was sent by the Father as "a covenant to the people" to reconcile them with God and restore to them the promise of paradise and everlasting life. Jesus' words and actions reveal God's mercy and justice. Jesus fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah when he brings healing, restoration, and forgiveness to those who accept his divine message.

The religious authorities charged Jesus as a Sabbath-breaker and a blasphemer. They wanted to kill Jesus because he claimed equality with God - something they thought no mortal could say without blaspheming. Little did they understand that Jesus was both human and divine - the eternal Son with the Father and the human son, conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of Mary. Jesus answered their charge of breaking the Sabbath law by demonstrating God's purpose for creation and redemption - to save and restore life. God's love and mercy never ceases for a moment. Jesus continues to show the Father's mercy by healing and restoring people, even on the Sabbath day of rest. When the religious leaders charged that Jesus was making himself equal with God, Jesus replied that he was not acting independently of God because his relationship is a close personal Father-Son relationship. He and the Father are united in heart, mind, and will. The mind of Jesus is the mind of God, and the words of Jesus are the words of God.

The unity of love and obedience
Jesus also states that his identity with the Father is based on complete trust and obedience. Jesus always did what his Father wanted him to do. His obedience was not just based on submission, but on love. He obeyed because he loved his Father. The unity between Jesus and the Father is a unity of love - a total giving of oneself for the sake of another. That is why their mutual love for each other is perfect and complete. The Son loves the Father and gives himself in total obedience to the Father's will. The Father loves the Son and shares with him all that he is and has. We are called to submit our lives to God with the same love, trust, and obedience which Jesus demonstrated for his Father.

If we wish to understand how God deals with sin and how he responds to our sinful condition, then we must look to Jesus. Jesus took our sins upon himself and nailed them to the cross. He, who is equal in dignity and stature with the Father, became a servant for our sake to ransom us from slavery to sin. He has the power to forgive us and to restore our relationship with God because he paid the price for our sins.

Jesus offers us abundant, life, peace, and joy
Jesus states that to accept him is life - a life of abundant peace and joy with God. But if we reject him, then we freely choose for death - an endless separation with an all-loving and merciful God. Do you want the abundant life which Jesus offers? Believe in him, the living Word of God, who became a man for our sake and our salvation, and reject whatever is false and contrary to the Gospel - the good news he came to give us.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, increase my love for you and unite my heart and will with yours, that I may only seek and desire what is pleasing to you.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 3, 2025

Thursday of the Fourth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Exodus 32:7-14

The LORD said to Moses,
 "Go down at once to your people
 whom you brought out of the land of Egypt,
 for they have become depraved.
 They have soon turned aside from the way I pointed out to them,
 making for themselves a molten calf and worshiping it,
 sacrificing to it and crying out,
 'This is your God, O Israel,
 who brought you out of the land of Egypt!'
 The LORD said to Moses,
 "I see how stiff-necked this people is.
 Let me alone, then,
 that my wrath may blaze up against them to consume them.
 Then I will make of you a great nation."

But Moses implored the LORD, his God, saying,
 "Why, O LORD, should your wrath blaze up against your own people,
 whom you brought out of the land of Egypt
 with such great power and with so strong a hand?
 Why should the Egyptians say,
 'With evil intent he brought them out,
 that he might kill them in the mountains
 and exterminate them from the face of the earth'?
 Let your blazing wrath die down;
 relent in punishing your people.
 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel,
 and how you swore to them by your own self, saying,
 'I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky;
 and all this land that I promised,
 I will give your descendants as their perpetual heritage.'"
 So the LORD relented in the punishment
 he had threatened to inflict on his people.

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 106:19-20, 21-22, 23

R. (4a) Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people.

Our fathers made a calf in Horeb
 and adored a molten image;
 They exchanged their glory
 for the image of a grass-eating bullock.

R. Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people.

They forgot the God who had saved them,
 who had done great deeds in Egypt,
 Wondrous deeds in the land of Ham,
 terrible things at the Red Sea.

R. Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people.

Then he spoke of exterminating them,
 but Moses, his chosen one,
 Withstood him in the breach
 to turn back his destructive wrath.

R. Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people.

Verse Before the Gospel

John 3:16

God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son,
 so that everyone who believes in him might have eternal life.

Gospel

John 5:31-47

Jesus said to the Jews:
 "If I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is not true.
 But there is another who testifies on my behalf,
 and I know that the testimony he gives on my behalf is true.
 You sent emissaries to John, and he testified to the truth.
 I do not accept human testimony,
 but I say this so that you may be saved.
 He was a burning and shining lamp,
 and for a while you were content to rejoice in his light.
 But I have testimony greater than John's.
 The works that the Father gave me to accomplish,
 these works that I perform testify on my behalf
 that the Father has sent me.
 Moreover, the Father who sent me has testified on my behalf.
 But you have never heard his voice nor seen his form,
 and you do not have his word remaining in you,
 because you do not believe in the one whom he has sent.
 You search the Scriptures,
 because you think you have eternal life through them;
 even they testify on my behalf.
 But you do not want to come to me to have life.

"I do not accept human praise;
 moreover, I know that you do not have the love of God in you.
 I came in the name of my Father,
 but you do not accept me;
 yet if another comes in his own name,
 you will accept him.
 How can you believe, when you accept praise from one another
 and do not seek the praise that comes from the only God?
 Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father:
 the one who will accuse you is Moses,
 in whom you have placed your hope.
 For if you had believed Moses,
 you would have believed me,
 because he wrote about me.
 But if you do not believe his writings,
 how will you believe my words?"


Reflection
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Thursday (April 3):  The Father's Witness to JesusMeditation: Do you know the joy of the Gospel - the good news of Jesus Christ - and a life freely submitted to the wisdom and knowledge of God's word? Jesus' opponents refused to accept his authority to speak and act in the name of God. And they refused to believe that he was sent from the Father in heaven. They demanded evidence for his claim to be equal with God. Jesus answers their charges with the supporting evidence of witnesses. The law of Moses had laid down the principle that the unsupported evidence of one person shall not prevail against a man for any crime or wrong in connection with any offence he committed (see Deuteronomy 17:6). At least two or three witnesses were needed.

Witnesses to Jesus' true identity
Jesus begins his defense by citing John the Baptist as a witness, since John publicly pointed to Jesus as the Messiah and had repeatedly borne witness to him (see John 1:19, 20, 26, 29, 35, 36). Jesus also asserts that a greater witness to his identity and equality with God the Father are the signs and miracles he performed. He cites his works, not to point to himself but to point to the power of God the Father working in and through him. He cites God the Father as his supreme witness.

Jesus asserts that the Scriptures themselves, including the first five books of Moses, point to him as the Messiah, the promised Savior. The problem with the scribes and Pharisees was that they did not believe what Moses had written. They desired the praise of their own people and since they were so focused on themselves, they became blind-sighted to God. They were so preoccupied with their own position as authorities and interpreters of the law that they became hardened and unable to understand the word of God. Their pride made them deaf to God's voice.

God reveals himself to the lowly of heart
Scripture tells us that God reveals himself to the lowly, to those who trust not in themselves but in God alone. The lowly of heart listen to God's word with an eagerness to learn and to obey. The Lord Jesus reveals to us the very mind and heart of God. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit he opens our ears so that we may hear his voice and he fills our hearts and minds with the love and knowledge of God. Do you believe that God's word has power to set you free from sin and ignorance and to transform you to be like him?

Saint Augustine of Hippo ( 430-543 A.D.) wrote: "As Christians, our task is to make daily progress toward God. Our pilgrimage on earth is a school in which God is the only teacher, and it demands good students, not ones who play truant. In this school we learn something every day. We learn something from commandments, something from examples, and something from sacraments. These things are remedies for our wounds and materials for study."
Are you an eager student of God's word and do you listen to it with faith and obedience?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit that I may listen to your word attentively and obey it joyfully.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 4, 2025

Friday of the Fourth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22

The wicked said among themselves,
 thinking not aright:
 "Let us beset the just one, because he is obnoxious to us;
 he sets himself against our doings,
 Reproaches us for transgressions of the law
 and charges us with violations of our training.
 He professes to have knowledge of God
 and styles himself a child of the LORD.
 To us he is the censure of our thoughts;
 merely to see him is a hardship for us,
 Because his life is not like that of others,
 and different are his ways.
 He judges us debased;
 he holds aloof from our paths as from things impure.
 He calls blest the destiny of the just
 and boasts that God is his Father.
 Let us see whether his words be true;
 let us find out what will happen to him.
 For if the just one be the son of God, he will defend him
 and deliver him from the hand of his foes.
 With revilement and torture let us put him to the test
 that we may have proof of his gentleness
 and try his patience.
 Let us condemn him to a shameful death;
 for according to his own words, God will take care of him."
 These were their thoughts, but they erred;
 for their wickedness blinded them,
 and they knew not the hidden counsels of God;
 neither did they count on a recompense of holiness
 nor discern the innocent souls' reward.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23

R. (19a) The Lord is close to the brokenhearted.

The LORD confronts the evildoers,
 to destroy remembrance of them from the earth.
 When the just cry out, the LORD hears them,
 and from all their distress he rescues them.

R. The Lord is close to the brokenhearted.

The LORD is close to the brokenhearted;
 and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.
 Many are the troubles of the just man,
 but out of them all the LORD delivers him.

R. The Lord is close to the brokenhearted.

He watches over all his bones;
 not one of them shall be broken.
 The LORD redeems the lives of his servants;
 no one incurs guilt who takes refuge in him.

R. The Lord is close to the brokenhearted.

Verse Before the Gospel

Matthew 4:4b

One does not live on bread alone,
 but on every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.

Gospel

John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Jesus moved about within Galilee;
 he did not wish to travel in Judea,
 because the Jews were trying to kill him.
 But the Jewish feast of Tabernacles was near.

But when his brothers had gone up to the feast,
 he himself also went up, not openly but as it were in secret.

Some of the inhabitants of Jerusalem said,
 "Is he not the one they are trying to kill?
 And look, he is speaking openly and they say nothing to him.
 Could the authorities have realized that he is the Christ?
 But we know where he is from.
 When the Christ comes, no one will know where he is from."
 So Jesus cried out in the temple area as he was teaching and said,
 "You know me and also know where I am from.
 Yet I did not come on my own,
 but the one who sent me, whom you do not know, is true.
 I know him, because I am from him, and he sent me."
 So they tried to arrest him,
 but no one laid a hand upon him,
 because his hour had not yet come.

Optional Memorial Saint Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors, #719-724 or the Common of Doctors of the Church, #725-730.



Reading 1

2 Corinthians 4:1-2, 5-7

Brothers and sisters:
 Since we have this ministry through the mercy shown us,
 we are not discouraged.
 Rather, we have renounced shameful, hidden things;
 not acting deceitfully or falsifying the word of God,
 but by the open declaration of the truth
 we commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God.
 For we do not preach ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord,
 and ourselves as your slaves for the sake of Jesus.
 For God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness,"
 has shone in our hearts to bring to light
 the knowledge of the glory of God on the face of Jesus Christ.

But we hold this treasure in earthen vessels,
 that the surpassing power may be of God and not from us.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 37:3-4, 5-6, 30-31

R. (30a) The mouth of the just murmurs wisdom.

Trust in the LORD and do good,
 that you may dwell in the land and be fed in security.
 Take delight in the LORD,
 and he will grant you your heart's requests.

R. The mouth of the just murmurs wisdom.

Commit to the LORD your way;
 trust in him, and he will act.
 He will make justice dawn for you like the light;
 bright as the noonday shall be your vindication.

R. The mouth of the just murmurs wisdom.

The mouth of the just tells of wisdom
 and his tongue utters what is right.
 The law of his God is in his heart,
 and his steps do not falter.

R. The mouth of the just murmurs wisdom.

Alleluia

John 15:5

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the vine, you are the branches, says the Lord;
 whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 6:43-45

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "A good tree does not bear rotten fruit,
 nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit.
 For every tree is known by its own fruit.
 For people do not pick figs from thornbushes,
 nor do they gather grapes from brambles.
 A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good,
 but an evil person out of a store of evil produces evil;
 for from the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks."

Reflection
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Friday (April 4):  His Hour Had Not yet ComeMeditation: What can hold us back from doing the will of God? Fear, especially the fear of death and the fear of losing the approval of others, can easily rob us of courage and the will to do what we know is right. Jesus met opposition and the threat of death with grace and determination to accomplish his Father's will. Jesus knew that his mission, his purpose in life, would entail sacrifice and suffering and culminate with death on the cross. But that would not be the end. His "hour" would crush defeat with victory over sin and Satan, condemnation with pardon and freedom, and death with glory and everlasting life.

Jesus offered up his life for us to restore us to friendship with God
He willingly suffered for our sake and embraced the cross to redeem us from sin and to restore us to new life and friendship with God our Father.

Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD ) wrote: "Our Lord had the power to lay down his life and to take it up again. But we cannot choose how long we shall live, and death comes to us even against our will. Christ, by dying, has already overcome death. Our freedom from death comes only through his death. To save us Christ had no need of us. Yet without him we can do nothing. He gave himself to us as the vine to the branches; apart from him we cannot live."
No one can be indifferent with Jesus for very long. What he said and did - his miraculous signs and wonders - he did in the name of God. Jesus not only claimed to be the Messiah, God's Anointed One - he claimed to be in a unique relationship of sonship with God the Father and to know him as no one else did. To the Jews this was utter blasphemy. The religious authorities did all they could to put a stop to Jesus because they could not accept his claims and the demands he made.

Jesus alone can set us free from the power of sinful pride, rebellion, and fear
We cannot be indifferent to the claims which Jesus makes on us. We are either for him or against him. There is no middle ground. We can try to mold the Lord Jesus to our own ideas and way of thinking or we can allow his word of truth to free us from our own sinful blindness, stubborn pride, and ignorance. Do you accept all that Jesus has taught and done for you with faith and reverence or with disbelief and contempt? The consequences are enormous, both in this life and in eternity.

Prayer: Eternal God, who are the light of the minds that know you, the joy of the hearts that love you, and the strength of the wills that serve you; grant us so to know you, that we may truly love you, and so to love you that we may fully serve you, whom to serve is perfect freedom, in Jesus Christ our Lord.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 5, 2025

Saturday of the Fourth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Jeremiah 11:18-20

I knew their plot because the LORD informed me;
 at that time you, O LORD, showed me their doings.

Yet I, like a trusting lamb led to slaughter,
 had not realized that they were hatching plots against me:
 "Let us destroy the tree in its vigor;
 let us cut him off from the land of the living,
 so that his name will be spoken no more."

But, you, O LORD of hosts, O just Judge,
 searcher of mind and heart,
 Let me witness the vengeance you take on them,
 for to you I have entrusted my cause!

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12

R. (2a) O Lord, my God, in you I take refuge.

O LORD, my God, in you I take refuge;
 save me from all my pursuers and rescue me,
 Lest I become like the lion's prey,
 to be torn to pieces, with no one to rescue me.

R. O Lord, my God, in you I take refuge.

Do me justice, O LORD, because I am just,
 and because of the innocence that is mine.
 Let the malice of the wicked come to an end,
 but sustain the just,
 O searcher of heart and soul, O just God.

R. O Lord, my God, in you I take refuge.

A shield before me is God,
 who saves the upright of heart;
 A just judge is God,
 a God who punishes day by day.

R. O Lord, my God, in you I take refuge.

Verse Before the Gospel

See Luke 8:15

Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart
 and yield a harvest through perseverance.

Gospel

John 7:40-53

Some in the crowd who heard these words of Jesus said,
 "This is truly the Prophet."
 Others said, "This is the Christ."
 But others said, "The Christ will not come from Galilee, will he?
 Does not Scripture say that the Christ will be of David's family
 and come from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?"
 So a division occurred in the crowd because of him.
 Some of them even wanted to arrest him,
 but no one laid hands on him.

So the guards went to the chief priests and Pharisees,
 who asked them, "Why did you not bring him?"
 The guards answered, "Never before has anyone spoken like this man."
 So the Pharisees answered them, "Have you also been deceived?
 Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him?
 But this crowd, which does not know the law, is accursed."
 Nicodemus, one of their members who had come to him earlier, said to them,
 "Does our law condemn a man before it first hears him
 and finds out what he is doing?"
 They answered and said to him,
 "You are not from Galilee also, are you?
 Look and see that no prophet arises from Galilee."

Then each went to his own house.

Optional Memorial of Saint Vincent Ferrer, Priest

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Pastors: For Missionaries, #719-724.



Reading 1

2 Timothy 4:1-5

Beloved:
 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
 who will judge the living and the dead,
 and by his appearing and his kingly power:
 proclaim the word;
 be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient;
 convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching.
 For the time will come when people will not tolerate sound doctrine
 but, following their own desires and insatiable curiosity,
 will accumulate teachers and will stop listening to the truth
 and will be diverted to myths.
 But you, be self-possessed in all circumstances;
 put up with hardship;
 perform the work of an evangelist;
 fulfill your ministry.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10, 11

R. (8a and 9a) Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I have waited, waited for the LORD,
 and he stooped toward me and heard my cry.
 And he put a new song into my mouth,
 a hymn to our God.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Sacrifice or oblation you wished not,
 but ears open to obedience you gave me.
 Burnt offerings or sin-offerings you sought not;
 then said I, "Behold I come."

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

"In the written scroll it is prescribed for me,
 To do your will, O my God, is my delight,
 and your law is within my heart!"

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

I announced your justice in the vast assembly;
 I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Your justice I kept not hid within my heart;
 your faithfulness and your salvation I have spoken of;
 I have made no secret of your kindness and your truth
 in the vast assembly.

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Alleluia

Luke 21:36

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Be vigilant at all times
 and pray that you may have the strength to stand before the Son of Man.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 12:35-40

Jesus said to his disciples:
 "Gird your loins and light your lamps
 and be like servants who await their master's return from a wedding,
 ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks.
 Blessed are those servants
 whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival.
 Amen, I say to you, he will gird himself,
 have them recline at table, and proceed to wait on them.
 And should he come in the second or third watch
 and find them prepared in this way,
 blessed are those servants.
 Be sure of this:
 if the master of the house had known the hour
 when the thief was coming,
 he would not have let his house be broken into.
 You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect,
 the Son of Man will come."

Reflection
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Saturday (April 5):  Reaction to Jesus' WordsMeditation: When resistance and opposition to God's word rears its head how do you respond? With fear and doubt? Or with faith and courage? The prophet Jeremiah was opposed by his own people because the words he spoke in God's name did not sit right with them. They plotted to silence him and to "cut him off from the land of the living" (Jeremiah 11:19). Jeremiah responded with meekness and prophetic insight "like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter" (Jeremiah 11:18).

Are you willing to take a stand for the Lord Jesus?
No one can be indifferent for long when confronted with Jesus and his claim to be the Messiah and Savior of the world. Jesus' message and the miraculous signs he performed caused division for many in Israel. Some believed he was a prophet, some the Messiah, and some believed he was neither. The reaction of the armed officers was bewildered amazement. They went to arrest him and returned empty-handed because they never heard anyone speak as he did. The reaction of the chief priests and Pharisees was contempt. The reaction of Nicodemus was timid. His heart told him to defend Jesus, but his head told him not to take the risk.

Who is Jesus for you? And are you ready to give him your full allegiance? There will often come a time when we have to take a stand for the Lord Jesus and for the truth of the Gospel - the good news of God's kingdom and the free gift of salvation which Jesus came to bring us. To stand for Jesus and his kingdom may provoke mockery and opposition. It may even entail suffering and hardship - such as the loss of job, reputation, or life.The Lord Jesus richly rewards those who suffer for his name's sake.

Costly grace versus cheap grace
There are fundamentally only two choices that determine the course of our lives and the final destiny that awaits us: the choice to live for God's kingdom of peace, joy, and righteousness or the pursuit of the world's kingdom which stands in opposition to God's authority and commandments. We can choose to obey God's word and believe in his promise of blessing or we can choose to follow the voice of those who promise success and happiness apart from God's truth and laws. The costly grace and freedom - which the Lord Jesus offers to those who embrace the cross for his sake - leads to joy and blessing in this life as well as the promise of eternal happiness with God. Cheap grace - which tries to bypass the cross for the sake of being my own master and the ruler of my own destiny - leads to emptiness and endless futility. Who do you choose to be the master and ruler of your life and destiny?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your Gospel brings joy and freedom. May I be loyal to you always, even though it produce a cross on earth, that I may share in your crown of victory for all eternity



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 6, 2025

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Year C Readings

Scrutiny Year A Readings

Reading I

Isaiah 43:16-21

Thus says the LORD,
 who opens a way in the sea
 and a path in the mighty waters,
 who leads out chariots and horsemen,
 a powerful army,
 till they lie prostrate together, never to rise,
 snuffed out and quenched like a wick.
 Remember not the events of the past,
 the things of long ago consider not;
 see, I am doing something new!
 Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
 In the desert I make a way,
 in the wasteland, rivers.
 Wild beasts honor me,
 jackals and ostriches,
 for I put water in the desert
 and rivers in the wasteland
 for my chosen people to drink,
 the people whom I formed for myself,
 that they might announce my praise.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6.

R. (3) The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
 we were like men dreaming.
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

Then they said among the nations,
 “The LORD has done great things for them.”
 The LORD has done great things for us;
 we are glad indeed.

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
 like the torrents in the southern desert.
 Those that sow in tears
 shall reap rejoicing.

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

Although they go forth weeping,
 carrying the seed to be sown,
 They shall come back rejoicing,
 carrying their sheaves.

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

Reading II

Philippians 3:8-14

Brothers and sisters:
 I consider everything as a loss
 because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
 For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things
 and I consider them so much rubbish,
 that I may gain Christ and be found in him,
 not having any righteousness of my own based on the law
 but that which comes through faith in Christ,
 the righteousness from God,
 depending on faith to know him and the power of his resurrection
 and the sharing of his sufferings by being conformed to his death,
 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

It is not that I have already taken hold of it
 or have already attained perfect maturity,
 but I continue my pursuit in hope that I may possess it,
 since I have indeed been taken possession of by Christ Jesus.
 Brothers and sisters, I for my part
 do not consider myself to have taken possession.
 Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind
 but straining forward to what lies ahead,
 I continue my pursuit toward the goal,
 the prize of God’s upward calling, in Christ Jesus.

Verse before the Gospel

Joel 2:12-13

Even now, says the Lord,
 return to me with your whole heart;
 for I am gracious and merciful.

Gospel

John 8:1-11

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
 But early in the morning he arrived again in the temple area,
 and all the people started coming to him,
 and he sat down and taught them.
 Then the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman
 who had been caught in adultery
 and made her stand in the middle.
 They said to him,
 “Teacher, this woman was caught
 in the very act of committing adultery.
 Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women.
 So what do you say?”
 They said this to test him,
 so that they could have some charge to bring against him.
 Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his finger.
 But when they continued asking him,
 he straightened up and said to them,
 “Let the one among you who is without sin
 be the first to throw a stone at her.”
 Again he bent down and wrote on the ground.
 And in response, they went away one by one,
 beginning with the elders.
 So he was left alone with the woman before him.
 Then Jesus straightened up and said to her,
 “Woman, where are they?
 Has no one condemned you?”
 She replied, “No one, sir.”
 Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you.
 Go, and from now on do not sin any more.”

Fifth Sunday of Lent
 Scrutiny Year A Readings

Reading I

Ezekiel 37:12-14


 Thus says the Lord GOD: 

O my people, I will open your graves 
 and have you rise from them, 
 and bring you back to the land of Israel.
 Then you shall know that I am the LORD, 
 when I open your graves and have you rise from them, 
 O my people!
 I will put my spirit in you that you may live, 
 and I will settle you upon your land; 
 thus you shall know that I am the LORD.
 I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8

R. (7) With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
 LORD, hear my voice!
 Let your ears be attentive
 to my voice in supplication. 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

If you, O LORD, mark iniquities,
 LORD, who can stand?
 But with you is forgiveness,
 that you may be revered. 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

I trust in the LORD;
 my soul trusts in his word.
 More than sentinels wait for the dawn,
 let Israel wait for the LORD.

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

For with the LORD is kindness
 and with him is plenteous redemption;
 And he will redeem Israel
 from all their iniquities.

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

Reading II

Romans 8:8-11

Brothers and sisters:
 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
 But you are not in the flesh; 
 on the contrary, you are in the spirit, 
 if only the Spirit of God dwells in you.
 Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
 But if Christ is in you, 
 although the body is dead because of sin, 
 the spirit is alive because of righteousness.
 If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
 the one who raised Christ from the dead 
 will give life to your mortal bodies also, 
 through his Spirit dwelling in you.

Verse Before the Gospel

John 11:25a, 26

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;
 whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will never die.

Gospel

John 11:1-45

Now a man was ill, Lazarus from Bethany, 
 the village of Mary and her sister Martha.
 Mary was the one who had anointed the Lord with perfumed oil 
 and dried his feet with her hair; 
 it was her brother Lazarus who was ill.
 So the sisters sent word to him saying, 
 “Master, the one you love is ill.”
 When Jesus heard this he said,
 “This illness is not to end in death, 
 but is for the glory of God, 
 that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.
 So when he heard that he was ill, 
 he remained for two days in the place where he was.
 Then after this he said to his disciples, 
 “Let us go back to Judea.”
 The disciples said to him, 
 “Rabbi, the Jews were just trying to stone you, 
 and you want to go back there?”
 Jesus answered,
 “Are there not twelve hours in a day?
 If one walks during the day, he does not stumble, 
 because he sees the light of this world.
 But if one walks at night, he stumbles, 
 because the light is not in him.” 
 He said this, and then told them,
 “Our friend Lazarus is asleep,
 but I am going to awaken him.”
 So the disciples said to him,
 “Master, if he is asleep, he will be saved.”
 But Jesus was talking about his death, 
 while they thought that he meant ordinary sleep. 
 So then Jesus said to them clearly,
 “Lazarus has died.
 And I am glad for you that I was not there,
 that you may believe. 
 Let us go to him.”
 So Thomas, called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, 
 “Let us also go to die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
 had already been in the tomb for four days.
 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about two miles away.
 And many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 
 to comfort them about their brother.
 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
 she went to meet him;
 but Mary sat at home.
 Martha said to Jesus, 
 “Lord, if you had been here,
 my brother would not have died.
 But even now I know that whatever you ask of God,
 God will give you.”
 Jesus said to her,
 “Your brother will rise.”
 Martha said to him,
 “I know he will rise,
 in the resurrection on the last day.”
 Jesus told her,
 “I am the resurrection and the life; 
 whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, 
 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.
 Do you believe this?”
 She said to him, “Yes, Lord.
 I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
 the one who is coming into the world.”

When she had said this, 
 she went and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, 
 “The teacher is here and is asking for you.”
 As soon as she heard this,
 she rose quickly and went to him.
 For Jesus had not yet come into the village, 
 but was still where Martha had met him.
 So when the Jews who were with her in the house comforting her 
 saw Mary get up quickly and go out,
 they followed her, 
 presuming that she was going to the tomb to weep there.
 When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, 
 she fell at his feet and said to him, 
 “Lord, if you had been here,
 my brother would not have died.”
 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with her weeping, 
 he became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, 
 “Where have you laid him?”
 They said to him, “Sir, come and see.”
 And Jesus wept.
 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.”
 But some of them said, 
 “Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man 
 have done something so that this man would not have died?”

So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb.
 It was a cave, and a stone lay across it.
 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
 Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him, 
 “Lord, by now there will be a stench; 
 he has been dead for four days.”
 Jesus said to her,
 “Did I not tell you that if you believe 
 you will see the glory of God?”
 So they took away the stone.
 And Jesus raised his eyes and said,
 “Father, I thank you for hearing me.
 I know that you always hear me; 
 but because of the crowd here I have said this, 
 that they may believe that you sent me.”
 And when he had said this,
 He cried out in a loud voice, 
 “Lazarus, come out!”
 The dead man came out,
 tied hand and foot with burial bands, 
 and his face was wrapped in a cloth.
 So Jesus said to them,
 “Untie him and let him go.”

Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary
 and seen what he had done began to believe in him.

OR: 

John 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, saying, 
 “Master, the one you love is ill.”
 When Jesus heard this he said,
 “This illness is not to end in death, 
 but is for the glory of God, 
 that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.
 So when he heard that he was ill, 
 he remained for two days in the place where he was.
 Then after this he said to his disciples, 
 "Let us go back to Judea.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
 had already been in the tomb for four days.
 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
 she went to meet him; 
 but Mary sat at home.
 Martha said to Jesus, 
 “Lord, if you had been here,
 my brother would not have died.
 But even now I know that whatever you ask of God,
 God will give you.”
 Jesus said to her,
 “Your brother will rise.”
 Martha said,
 “I know he will rise,
 in the resurrection on the last day.”
 Jesus told her,
 “I am the resurrection and the life; 
 whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, 
 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.
 Do you believe this?”
 She said to him, “Yes, Lord.
 I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
 the one who is coming into the world.”

He became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, 
 “Where have you laid him?”
 They said to him, “Sir, come and see.”
 And Jesus wept.
 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.”
 But some of them said, 
 “Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man 
 have done something so that this man would not have died?”

So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb.
 It was a cave, and a stone lay across it.
 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
 Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him, 
 “Lord, by now there will be a stench; 
 he has been dead for four days.”
 Jesus said to her,
 “Did I not tell you that if you believe 
 you will see the glory of God?”
 So they took away the stone.
 And Jesus raised his eyes and said, 
 “Father, I thank you for hearing me.
 I know that you always hear me; 
 but because of the crowd here I have said this, 
 that they may believe that you sent me.”
 And when he had said this,
 He cried out in a loud voice, 
 “Lazarus, come out!”
 The dead man came out,
 tied hand and foot with burial bands, 
 and his face was wrapped in a cloth.
 So Jesus said to them,
 “Untie him and let him go.”

Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary
 and seen what he had done began to believe in him.

Reflection
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5th Sunday of Lent – Cycle C 

 
 Note: If there are some of The Elect at the Mass, the readings given for Cycle A may be used. The alternate Gospel reading is about the raising of Lazarus from the dead. Just as Jesus raised Lazarus, He will lift up The Elect at the Easter Vigil Mass.  

 
 Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Isaiah 43:16-21 

 
 Last week we heard of the conclusion of the exodus from Egypt; the first Passover celebration in the land of Canaan. This week we look forward to a new exodus that God promises through the prophet Isaiah. This new exodus promises to be far more wonderful than the first. God promises to restore His people after they have suffered in exile.  
   
 16 Thus says the LORD,  
   
 Isaiah assures his hearers that he is delivering God’s words, not his own.  
   
 who opens a way in the sea and a path in the mighty waters, 17 Who leads out chariots and horsemen, a powerful army,   
   
 A series of statements which answer the question “who is Yahweh?”. The statements portray the exodus out of Egypt.  
   
 Till they lie prostrate together, never to rise, snuffed out and quenched like a wick.   
   
 The Egyptians have been overcome. A completed action.  
   
 18 Remember not the events of the past, the things of long ago consider not;   
   
 Although we are to learn from history, we are not to dwell in the past.   
   
 19 See, I am doing something new!   
   
 God is doing a new redemptive act which we must see and recognize. This new redemptive act which is going on now, is a new exodus, an exodus from slavery to sin and a new birth in God. This new exodus comes to fulfillment in the Eucharist (Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:24-26) through which we receive eternal life.  
   
 Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? In the desert I make a way, in the wasteland, rivers. 20 Wild beasts honor me, jackals and ostriches, For I put water in the desert and rivers in the wasteland for my chosen people to drink, 21 The people whom I formed for myself, that they might announce my praise.  
    
 The Septuagint reads “the people whom I purchased” which is the phrase which is used in Acts 20:28 and 1 Peter 2:9. 

 

2nd Reading - Philippians 3:8-14 

 
 Our second reading today is from Paul’s warning to the Philippians about false teachers; Judaizers who would try to hang on to the old ways while at the same time claiming to be Christians. The Judaizers taught that in order to be a Christian, you first had to be a Jew: to be circumcised and to obey all 613 Old Covenant commandments. This question, whether or not Gentile converts to Christianity must first become full and legal Jews, prompted the Council of Jerusalem (ca. AD 50). A summary of the activities of the Council of Jerusalem comprises Acts 15.  
   
 8 [ ] I consider everything as a loss   
   
 All the Jewish ritual practices. In the preceding verses Paul has scoffed at circumcision rather strongly.  
   
 because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.   
   
 The knowledge of Christ accorded to the apostle in the revelation on the road to Damascus inaugurated a relationship between him and Christ that far surpassed all former advantages.  
   
 For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I consider them so much rubbish,   
   
 Can also be translated “dung.” A strong expression for what Paul once regarded so highly.  
   
 that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him,   
   
 The knowledge of Christ as an intellectual acquisition is not sufficient. Saint Paul describes his communion with Christ as a goal to be attained – a race still to be run (Philippians 2:6; 1 Corinthians 9:24; 2 Timothy 4:7). This communion with Christ is an identification ever to be deepened until it reaches its consummation at the parousia.  
   
 not having any righteousness of my own based on the law   
   
 The goal of his life as a Pharisee was to be found blameless in the sight of God through observance of the 613 prescriptions of the Mosaic law.   
   
 but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God,   
   
 His uprightness is that which is freely bestowed by God and is dependent only on man’s willingness and humility to accept the fact that he must seek his salvation not in himself, but in God through faith.  
   
 “Righteousness comes from faith, which means that it too is a gift of God. For since this righteousness belongs to God, it is an unmerited gift. And the gifts of God greatly exceed any achievements of our own zeal.” [Saint John Chrysostom (between A.D. 398-404), Homilies on the Epistle to the Philippians 12,3,7-9]  
   
 depending on faith 10 to know him   
   
 To “know Christ” means to experience Him as “life giving spirit” (1 Corinthians 15:45; 2 Corinthians 3:17).   
   
 and the power of his resurrection   
   
 As of the resurrection, the risen Christ possessed a “glory” bestowed by the Father, the vital principle of the new Christian life, the New Creation. We have this life giving spirit.   
   
 and (the) sharing of his sufferings   
   
 It is precisely in the weakness of suffering that one experiences most forcefully the power that is working in the resurrection (see 2 Corinthians 4:7-18).  
   
 “From faith comes our sharing in His sufferings. How? If we had not believed in Him, we would not be suffering with Him. If we had not believed that we will abide and reign with Him, we would not have endured these sufferings.” [Saint John Chrysostom (between A.D.  
 398-404), Homilies on the Epistle to the Philippians 12,3,10-11]  
   
 by being conformed to his death,   
   
 The path to resurrection for the Christian follows that of Christ: the more perfect the “conformity,” the surer the arrival at the goal (see Romans 6:3-4; 8:17).  
   
 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.   
   
 Note that this is a hope, not absolute assurance.  
   
 12 It is not that I have already taken hold of it or have already attained perfect maturity,  
   
 The goal of Paul’s striving; and of Christian striving in general, is not yet attained in this life. but I continue my pursuit in hope that I may possess it,   
   
 Paul uses the image of a race to show that what matters is to leave past achievements behind and to focus attention on what lies ahead.   
   
 since I have indeed been taken possession of by Christ (Jesus).   
   
 Saint Paul is probably referring to his experience on the road to Damascus, and he has been pursuing the prize ever since.  
   
 13 Brothers, I for my part do not consider myself to have taken possession. Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind but straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I continue my pursuit toward the goal, the prize  
   
 At the end of a race the judge summoned the winner by name to ascend and to receive the victor’s crown.  
   
 of God’s upward calling, in Christ Jesus.  
   
 God summons the Christian, when the race of our earthly life is complete, to ascend and join Christ in eternal life. This, and this alone, is the moment of purification; the moment of salvation. 

 

Gospel - John 8:1-11 

 
 Today, as we prepare to enter the Easter season, we are reminded once again of God’s infinite mercy. This mercy is proclaimed through Jesus and is offered to the woman taken in adultery. Jesus confronts those men with the quiet words “let the man among you who has no sin be the first to cast a stone at her.” In one stroke Jesus proclaims the forgiving love of God and confronts the sinfulness of the accusers.   
   
 All of us have sinned. All of us must turn to the Lord in grateful thanksgiving for His mercy rather than lashing out at others in self-righteous anger. The passage which constitutes our reading today is absent from many early manuscripts, not appearing until around the third century, but it was in the Vulgate when the Magisterium, at the Council of Trent (1545-1563) [and one must assume at the Council of Hippo (393) which defined the list of New Testament books and the Council of Carthage (397) which declared them inspired, although neither are ecumenical councils] defined the canon of sacred scripture. Therefore, the Church regards it as canonical and inspired. Saint Augustine said the reason doubts were raised about this passage was that it shows Jesus to be so merciful that some rigorists thought it would lead to a relaxation of moral rules – and therefore copyists suppressed it from their manuscripts.  
   
 8:1 while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.   
   
 This place was to the east of Jerusalem. The Kidron Valley divides it from the hill on which the temple was located. Although this reading is located in the gospel fairly early in Jesus’ life, the synoptic gospel accounts of Passion Week show that Jesus spent the days in Jerusalem teaching but left the city each night for safety. From ancient times it had been a place for prayer; David went there to adore God during the difficult period when Absalom was in revolt (2 Samuel 15:32), and there the prophet Ezekiel contemplated the glory of Yahweh entering the temple (Ezekiel 43:1-4).  
   
 2 But early in the morning he arrived again in the temple area, and all the people started coming to him, and he sat down and taught them. 3 Then the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery and made her stand in the middle. 4 They said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. 5 Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women.   
   
 Deuteronomy 22:23 decrees stoning for a betrothed virgin who has committed adultery, but for an adulterous wife Leviticus 20:10 and Deuteronomy 22:22 prescribe death without specifying the manner of execution.  
   
 So what do you say?”   
   
 John 18:31 tells us that the Romans had deprived the Jews of the right to carry out the death penalty in cases where their law required it.  
   
 6 They said this to test him, so that they could have some charge to bring against him.   
   
 Similar to the tribute money trap of Mark 12:13-17, Jesus must, so His opponents think, reject either the law of Moses or the authority of Rome.  
   
 Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his finger.   
   
 This is the only passage in scripture where Jesus is said to have written anything. Patristic authors suggest that Jesus was invoking Jeremiah 17:13 “Lord, on whom Israel’s hope is fixed, all who reject you will be inscribed in the dust, for they have rejected the source of living water, the Lord.” Or it could be no more than Jesus idly tracing figures on the ground to indicate disinterest in the proceedings.  
   
 7 But when they continued asking him, he straightened up and said to them,   
   
 Characteristically, Jesus refuses to deal with the case as merely a legal matter, but treats it practically.  
   
 “Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”   
   
 In a capital case, the witnesses against the accused were to take the initiative in carrying out the execution (Deuteronomy 17:7). Jesus asks them to think first whether their own conscience proclaims them worthy to sit in judgment. Typically, Pharisees thought of themselves as sinless but Jesus had on other occasions made it clear that He did not consider them so. If they threw the first stones and were arrested by the Romans, they could not use the excuse that He had told them to do it.  
   
 8 Again he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 And in response, they went away one by one, beginning with the elders.   
   
 The elders are the wiser ones; they recognize that their trap has been reversed and that they are now in a dilemma: If they stone her they have no one to blame but themselves and will be fully answerable to the Romans; if they don’t, they will have rejected the Law of Moses. Rather than press forward with their charges, they retreat, perhaps being ashamed of having tried to use the woman’s humiliation as a means on ensnaring a man.  
   
 So he was left alone with the woman before him. 10 Then Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She replied, “No one, sir.” Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you.   
   
 After the accusers have left, Jesus makes it clear that He is not ranked among them.  
   
 Go, (and) from now on do not sin any more.”   
   
 The lesson of this story is not that sin is of no importance, or that God does not punish sin, but that God extends mercy to the sinner that he may turn from his sin. He condemns the sin but not the sinner. 
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Sunday (April 6):  Go, and Do Not Sin AgainMeditation: Are you ready to be changed and transformed in Christ-like holiness? God never withholds his grace from us. His steadfast love and mercy is new every day (Lamentations 3:22-23). Through the gift and grace of the Holy Spirit we can be changed and made new in Christ. He can set us free from our unruly desires and passions.

Unjust accusations against Jesus
The Gospel accounts frequently describe how Jesus had to face unjust accusations made by the Pharisees, the ruling elders of Israel. They were upset with Jesus' teaching and they wanted to discredit him in any way they could. They wanted to not only silence him, but to get rid of him because of his claim to speak with God's authority. When a moral dilemma or difficult legal question arose, it was typical for the Jews to take the matter to a rabbi for a decision. The scribes and the Pharisees brought to Jesus a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. John writes that they wanted to "test" Jesus on the issue of retribution so " they might have some charge to bring against him" (John 8:6).

Jewish law treated adultery as a serious crime since it violated God's ordinance and wreaked havoc on the stability of marriage and family life. It was one of the three gravest sins punishable by death. If Jesus said the woman must be pardoned, he would be accused of breaking the law of Moses. If he said the woman must be stoned, he would lose his reputation for being the merciful friend of sinners.

Jesus then does something quite unexpected - he begins to write in the sand. The word for "writing" which is used here in the Gospel text has a literal meaning "to write down a record against someone" (for another example see Job 13:26). Perhaps Jesus was writing down a list of the sins of the accusers standing before him. Jesus now turns the challenge towards his accusers. In effect he says: Go ahead and stone her! But let the man who is without sin be the first to cast a stone. The Lord leaves the matter to their own consciences.

Pardon, restoration, and new life
When the adulterous woman is left alone with Jesus, he both expresses mercy and he strongly exhorts her to not sin again. The scribes wished to condemn, Jesus wished to forgive and to restore the sinner to health. His challenge involved a choice - either to go back to her former way of sin and death or to reach out to God's offer of forgiveness, restoration, and new life in his kingdom of peace and righteousness. Jesus gave her pardon and a new start on life. God's grace enables us to confront our sin for what it is - unfaithfulness to God, and to turn back to God with a repentant heart and a thankful spirit for God's mercy and forgiveness. Do you know the joy of repentance and a clean conscience?

Prayer: God our Father, we find it difficult to come to you, because our knowledge of you is imperfect. In our ignorance we have imagined you to be our enemy; we have wrongly thought that you take pleasure in punishing our sins; and we have foolishly conceived you to be a tyrant over human life. But since Jesus came among us, he has shown that you are loving, that you are on our side against all that stunts life, and that our resentment against you was groundless. So we come to you, asking you to forgive our past ignorance, and wanting to know more and more of you and your forgiving love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Prayer of Saint Augustine)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 7, 2025

Monday of the Fifth Week of Lent

Reading I

Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62

In Babylon there lived a man named Joakim,
 who married a very beautiful and God-fearing woman, Susanna,
 the daughter of Hilkiah;
 her pious parents had trained their daughter
 according to the law of Moses.
 Joakim was very rich;
 he had a garden near his house,
 and the Jews had recourse to him often
 because he was the most respected of them all.

That year, two elders of the people were appointed judges,
 of whom the Lord said, “Wickedness has come out of Babylon:
 from the elders who were to govern the people as judges.”
 These men, to whom all brought their cases,
 frequented the house of Joakim.
 When the people left at noon,
 Susanna used to enter her husband’s garden for a walk.
 When the old men saw her enter every day for her walk,
 they began to lust for her.
 They suppressed their consciences;
 they would not allow their eyes to look to heaven,
 and did not keep in mind just judgments.

One day, while they were waiting for the right moment,
 she entered the garden as usual, with two maids only.
 She decided to bathe, for the weather was warm.
 Nobody else was there except the two elders,
 who had hidden themselves and were watching her.
 “Bring me oil and soap,” she said to the maids,
 “and shut the garden doors while I bathe.”

As soon as the maids had left,
 the two old men got up and hurried to her.
 “Look,” they said, “the garden doors are shut, and no one can see us;
 give in to our desire, and lie with us.
 If you refuse, we will testify against you
 that you dismissed your maids because a young man was here with you.”

“I am completely trapped,” Susanna groaned.
 “If I yield, it will be my death;
 if I refuse, I cannot escape your power.
 Yet it is better for me to fall into your power without guilt
 than to sin before the Lord.”
 Then Susanna shrieked, and the old men also shouted at her,
 as one of them ran to open the garden doors.
 When the people in the house heard the cries from the garden,
 they rushed in by the side gate to see what had happened to her.
 At the accusations by the old men,
 the servants felt very much ashamed,
 for never had any such thing been said about Susanna.

When the people came to her husband Joakim the next day,
 the two wicked elders also came,
 fully determined to put Susanna to death.
 Before all the people they ordered:
 “Send for Susanna, the daughter of Hilkiah,
 the wife of Joakim.”
 When she was sent for,
 she came with her parents, children and all her relatives.
 All her relatives and the onlookers were weeping.

In the midst of the people the two elders rose up
 and laid their hands on her head.
 Through tears she looked up to heaven,
 for she trusted in the Lord wholeheartedly.
 The elders made this accusation:
 “As we were walking in the garden alone,
 this woman entered with two girls
 and shut the doors of the garden, dismissing the girls.
 A young man, who was hidden there, came and lay with her.
 When we, in a corner of the garden, saw this crime,
 we ran toward them.
 We saw them lying together,
 but the man we could not hold, because he was stronger than we;
 he opened the doors and ran off.
 Then we seized her and asked who the young man was,
 but she refused to tell us.
 We testify to this.”
 The assembly believed them,
 since they were elders and judges of the people,
 and they condemned her to death.

But Susanna cried aloud:
 “O eternal God, you know what is hidden
 and are aware of all things before they come to be:
 you know that they have testified falsely against me. 
 Here I am about to die,
 though I have done none of the things
 with which these wicked men have charged me.”

The Lord heard her prayer.
 As she was being led to execution,
 God stirred up the holy spirit of a young boy named Daniel,
 and he cried aloud:
 “I will have no part in the death of this woman.”
 All the people turned and asked him, “What is this you are saying?”
 He stood in their midst and continued,
 “Are you such fools, O children of Israel! 
 To condemn a woman of Israel without examination
 and without clear evidence?
 Return to court, for they have testified falsely against her.”

Then all the people returned in haste.
 To Daniel the elders said,
 “Come, sit with us and inform us,
 since God has given you the prestige of old age.”
 But he replied,
 “Separate these two far from each other that I may examine them.”

After they were separated one from the other,
 he called one of them and said:
 “How you have grown evil with age!
 Now have your past sins come to term:
 passing unjust sentences, condemning the innocent,
 and freeing the guilty, although the Lord says,
 ‘The innocent and the just you shall not put to death.’
 Now, then, if you were a witness,
 tell me under what tree you saw them together.”
 “Under a mastic tree,” he answered.
 Daniel replied, “Your fine lie has cost you your head,
 for the angel of God shall receive the sentence from him
 and split you in two.”
 Putting him to one side, he ordered the other one to be brought.
 Daniel said to him,
 “Offspring of Canaan, not of Judah, beauty has seduced you,
 lust has subverted your conscience.
 This is how you acted with the daughters of Israel,
 and in their fear they yielded to you;
 but a daughter of Judah did not tolerate your wickedness.
 Now, then, tell me under what tree you surprised them together.”
 “Under an oak,” he said.
 Daniel replied, “Your fine lie has cost you also your head,
 for the angel of God waits with a sword to cut you in two
 so as to make an end of you both.”

The whole assembly cried aloud,
 blessing God who saves those who hope in him.
 They rose up against the two elders,
 for by their own words Daniel had convicted them of perjury.
 According to the law of Moses,
 they inflicted on them
 the penalty they had plotted to impose on their neighbor:
 they put them to death.
 Thus was innocent blood spared that day.

OR:

The assembly condemned Susanna to death.

But Susanna cried aloud:
 “O eternal God, you know what is hidden
 and are aware of all things before they come to be:
 you know that they have testified falsely against me.
 Here I am about to die,
 though I have done none of the things
 with which these wicked men have charged me.”

The Lord heard her prayer.
 As she was being led to execution,
 God stirred up the holy spirit of a young boy named Daniel,
 and he cried aloud:
 “I will have no part in the death of this woman.”
 All the people turned and asked him,
 “What is this you are saying?”
 He stood in their midst and continued,
 “Are you such fools, O children of Israel!
 To condemn a woman of Israel without examination
 and without clear evidence?
 Return to court, for they have testified falsely against her.”

Then all the people returned in haste.
 To Daniel the elders said,
 “Come, sit with us and inform us,
 since God has given you the prestige of old age.”
 But he replied,
 “Separate these two far from each other that I may examine them.”

After they were separated one from the other,
 he called one of them and said:
 “How you have grown evil with age!
 Now have your past sins come to term:
 passing unjust sentences, condemning the innocent,
 and freeing the guilty, although the Lord says,
 ‘The innocent and the just you shall not put to death.’ 
 Now, then, if you were a witness,
 tell me under what tree you saw them together.”
 “Under a mastic tree,” he answered.
 Daniel replied, “Your fine lie has cost you your head,
 for the angel of God shall receive the sentence from him
 and split you in two.”
 Putting him to one side, he ordered the other one to be brought. 
 Daniel said to him, “Offspring of Canaan, not of Judah,
 beauty has seduced you, lust has subverted your conscience.
 This is how you acted with the daughters of Israel,
 and in their fear they yielded to you;
 but a daughter of Judah did not tolerate your wickedness.
 Now, then, tell me under what tree you surprised them together.”
 “Under an oak,” he said.
 Daniel replied, “Your fine lie has cost you also your head,”
 for the angel of God waits with a sword to cut you in two
 so as to make an end of you both.”

The whole assembly cried aloud,
 blessing God who saves those who hope in him.
 They rose up against the two elders,
 for by their own words Daniel had convicted them of perjury.
 According to the law of Moses,
 they inflicted on them
 the penalty they had plotted to impose on their neighbor:
 they put them to death.
 Thus was innocent blood spared that day.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6

R. (4ab) Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
 In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
 Beside restful waters he leads me;
 he refreshes my soul.

R. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side.

He guides me in right paths
 for his name’s sake.
 Even though I walk in the dark valley
 I fear no evil; for you are at my side
 With your rod and your staff
 that give me courage.

R. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side.

You spread the table before me
 in the sight of my foes;
 You anoint my head with oil;
 my cup overflows.

R. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
 all the days of my life;
 And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
 for years to come.

R. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side.

Verse before the Gospel

Ezekiel 33:11

I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked man, says the Lord,
 but rather in his conversion, that he may live.

Gospel

John 8:12-20

Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world.
 Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have
 the light of life." So the Pharisees said to him, "You testify
 on your own behalf, so your testimony cannot be verified."
 Jesus answered and said to them, "Even if I do testify
 on my own behalf, my testimony can be verified,
 because I know where I came from and where I am going.
 But you do not know where I come from or where I am going.
 You judge by appearances, but I do not judge anyone.
 And even if I should judge, my judgement is valid,
 because I am not alone, but it is I and the Father
 who sent me. Even in your law it is written
 that the testimony of two men can be verified.
 I testify on my behalf and so does the Father who sent me."
 So they said to him, "Where is your father?" Jesus answered,
 "You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me,
 you would know my Father also." He spoke these words
 while teaching in the treasury in the temple area.
 But no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come.

Optional Memorial of Saint John Baptist de la Salle, Priest

From the Common of Pastors, #719-724
 or the Common of Holy Men and Women: For Teachers, #737-742

Reading 1

2 Timothy 1:13-14; 2:1-3

Beloved:
 Take as your norm the sound words that you heard from me,
 in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
 Guard this rich trust with the help of the Holy Spirit
 that dwells within us.

My child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
 And what you heard from me through many witnesses
 entrust to faithful people
 who will have the ability to teach others as well.
 Bear your share of hardship along with me
 like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6

R. (40:5a) Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. (2a) Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. (92:13-14) The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Blessed the man who follows not
 the counsel of the wicked
 Nor walks in the way of sinners,
 nor sits in the company of the insolent,
 But delights in the law of the LORD
 and meditates on his law day and night.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

He is like a tree
 planted near running water,
 That yields its fruit in due season,
 and whose leaves never fade.
 Whatever he does, prospers.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.

Not so, the wicked, not so;
 they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
 For the LORD watches over the way of the just,
 but the way of the wicked vanishes.

R. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.
 or:
 R. Blessed are they who delight in the law of the Lord.
 or:
 R. The just will flourish like the palm tree in the garden of the Lord.



Verse before the Gospel

Matthew 23:11, 12b

The greatest among you must be your servant.
 Whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

Gospel

Matthew 18:1-5

The disciples approached Jesus and said,
 “Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?”
 He called a child over, placed it in their midst, and said,
 “Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children,
 you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven.
 Whoever humbles himself like this child
 is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.
 And whoever receives one child such as this in my name receives me.”

Reflection
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Monday (April 7):  Whoever Follows Me Will Not Walk in DarknessMeditation: When accusations are brought against you, how do you respond and where do you turn for help? The Book of Daniel tells the story of Susanna, a godly woman who loved God and his word. She was unjustly accused of adultery by two elder judges who had tried to seduce her. Since adultery was a serious offense punishable by stoning to death, the law of Moses required at least two witnesses, rather than one, to convict a person. Susanna knew she had no hope of clearing her good reputation and escaping death apart from God's merciful intervention. Daniel tells us that she looked up to heaven and cried out to the Lord for his help (Daniel 13:35). The two elders who wanted to sin with her had done just the opposite - they hid themselves from God's sight and they kept their secret sin hidden from the people as well. They brought false charges against her in revenge for her refusal to sin with them. God in his mercy heard the plea of Susanna and he punished the two elders for giving false witness.

Unjust accusations against Jesus
The Gospel accounts describe how Jesus had to face unjust accusations made by the Pharisees, the ruling elders of Israel. They were upset with Jesus' teaching and his healing on the Sabbath. They plotted what charges they might bring against him in order to arrest him and bring him to trial. They wanted to not only silence him, but put him to death for his claim to be the Messiah. They accused him of blasphemy because he claimed to have authority equal with God.

In chapter 8 of John's Gospel, we hear the account where Jesus publicly proclaims in the Temple at Jerusalem that he is the "light of the world" (John 8:12). Jesus spoke these words around the time of the Feast of Tabernacles, also known as the Festival of Lights. This statement must have made a striking impression on the Jews who had gathered in Jerusalem for the occasion. For eight nights the great candelabras which stood in the Temple courtyard lit the Jerusalem skyline with a blaze of dazzling [extremely bright] light. Jesus' statement very likely came at the end of the Festival when the great lights where extinguished. In so many words, Jesus says he is the one true light which no one can extinguish or diminish (see John 1:4-5).He is the true light not only for God's chosen people Israel, but for all peoples and nations as well.

Many of the scribes and Pharisees reacted with shock and disbelief when they heard Jesus describe himself as light of the world and light of life (John 8:12) . In the Gospel of John we hear seven "I am" statements from the lips of Jesus: "I am the Bread of Life" (John 6:35), " I am the light of the world" (John 8:12), " I am the Gate" (John 10:9), " I am the Good Shepherd" (John 10:11), " I am the Resurrection and the Life" (John 11:25), " I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life" (John 14:6), and " I am the Vine" (John 15:5). Jesus also emphatically stated, "Truly I say to you, before Abraham was, I am " (John 8:58). When Moses asked God to reveal his name. God responded by saying, "I AM WHO I AM" (Exodus 3:13-14). When the Pharisees heard Jesus says " I am the light", they clearly understood that Jesus was making a claim which only God could make. The word light in Scripture was especially associated with God. The Lord is my light (Psalm 27:1). The Lord will be your everlasting light (Isaiah 60:19). When I sit in darkness, the Lord will be a light to me (Micah 7:8).

The scribes and Pharisees demanded that Jesus produce signs and witnesses to prove his claim. But the testimony and signs which Jesus gave did not satisfy the religious rulers because they had already determined in their own minds that he needed to be eliminated since his teaching did not agree with their own view and interpretation of the law of Moses (John 5:39-46). Their judgment was based on wrong assumptions and an evil intention to put Jesus to death. Jesus stated that his authority was not based on human knowledge and perception but on the knowledge and revelation which came from God. Jesus' rightfully claimed that his authority came from his heavenly Father (John 5:19,21,26-27,36; John 8:28). No one could do the mighty works which he did and speak with such authority unless it had been given to him by the Father.

The light Jesus came to give us
What did Jesus mean by the expression I am the light of the world and light of life (John 8:12)? The light Jesus came to give is the light of God's revelation - his beauty, truth, wisdom, and power. God's light exposes the darkness of sin which is often hidden and sometimes even unknown to us. His light brings healing, pardon, and restoration as well - freeing us from the burden of guilt and the scars of sin's effect on us - physically, spiritually,intellectually,and emotionally. We need God's penetrating light to shine into our innermost being so he can remove wrong patterns of thoughts, attitudes, and hurtful desires.

Sin and every form of wrong-doing cloud our vision of what is good and right and lead us down the wrong path away from God's truth and righteousness (moral goodness). God's light shows us the way that leads to peace, joy, happiness and fulfillment. The light which the Lord Jesus offers produces in us abundant life and great fruitfulness. Just as natural life depends on light for energy, warmth, and growth (without it nothing could live or grow), so the light of God's kingdom power produce in us new life in the Holy Spirit and the abundant fruits of the Spirit - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, self-control (Galatians 5:22,23). The light which the Lord Jesus gives enables us to walk freely and confidently without stumbling in the darkness of sin, ignorance, and unbelief. His light warms our heart to the truth of God's love and it opens our eyes to recognize the reality of God's kingdom at work within us. Do you walk confidently in the light of God's truth and love?

Prayer: O gracious and Holy Father, give us wisdom to perceive you, diligence to seek you, patience to wait for you, eyes to behold you, a heart to meditate upon you, and a life to proclaim you; through the power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord." (Prayer of Saint Benedict of Nursia, 480-547 AD)
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April 8, 2025

Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Numbers 21:4-9

From Mount Hor the children of Israel set out on the Red Sea road,
 to bypass the land of Edom.
 But with their patience worn out by the journey,
 the people complained against God and Moses,
 "Why have you brought us up from Egypt to die in this desert,
 where there is no food or water?
 We are disgusted with this wretched food!"

In punishment the LORD sent among the people saraph serpents,
 which bit the people so that many of them died.
 Then the people came to Moses and said,
 "We have sinned in complaining against the LORD and you.
 Pray the LORD to take the serpents away from us."
 So Moses prayed for the people, and the LORD said to Moses,
 "Make a saraph and mount it on a pole,
 and whoever looks at it after being bitten will live."
 Moses accordingly made a bronze serpent and mounted it on a pole,
 and whenever anyone who had been bitten by a serpent
 looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21

R. (2) O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to you.

O LORD, hear my prayer,
 and let my cry come to you.
 Hide not your face from me
 in the day of my distress.
 Incline your ear to me; 
 in the day when I call, answer me speedily.

R. O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to you.

The nations shall revere your name, O LORD,
 and all the kings of the earth your glory,
 When the LORD has rebuilt Zion
 and appeared in his glory;
 When he has regarded the prayer of the destitute,
 and not despised their prayer.

R. O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to you.

Let this be written for the generation to come,
 and let his future creatures praise the LORD:
 "The LORD looked down from his holy height,
 from heaven he beheld the earth,
 To hear the groaning of the prisoners,
 to release those doomed to die."

R. O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to you.

Verse Before the Gospel

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;
 all who come to him will live for ever.

Gospel

John 8:21-30

Jesus said to the Pharisees:
 "I am going away and you will look for me,
 but you will die in your sin.
 Where I am going you cannot come."
 So the Jews said,
 "He is not going to kill himself, is he,
 because he said, 'Where I am going you cannot come'?"
 He said to them, "You belong to what is below,
 I belong to what is above.
 You belong to this world,
 but I do not belong to this world.
 That is why I told you that you will die in your sins.
 For if you do not believe that I AM,
 you will die in your sins."
 So they said to him, "Who are you?"
 Jesus said to them, "What I told you from the beginning.
 I have much to say about you in condemnation.
 But the one who sent me is true,
 and what I heard from him I tell the world."
 They did not realize that he was speaking to them of the Father.
 So Jesus said to them,
 "When you lift up the Son of Man,
 then you will realize that I AM,
 and that I do nothing on my own,
 but I say only what the Father taught me.
 The one who sent me is with me.
 He has not left me alone,
 because I always do what is pleasing to him."
 Because he spoke this way, many came to believe in him.

Reflection
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Tuesday (April 8):  When You Have Lifted up the Son of ManMeditation: Do you know the healing power of the cross of Jesus Christ? When the people of Israel were afflicted with serpents in the wilderness because of their sin, God instructed Moses: "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and every one who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live" (Numbers 21:8). The visible sign of the "fiery bronze serpent" being lifted up in the sight of the people reminded them of two important facts - sin leads to death and repentance leads to God's mercy and healing. The lifting up of the bronze serpent on a wooden pole points to Jesus Christ being lifted up on the wooden cross at Calvary where he took our sins upon himself to make atonement to the Father on our behalf. The cross of Christ broke the curse of sin and death and won pardon, healing, and everlasting life for all who believe in Jesus, the Son of God and Savior of the world.

Either for him or against him
While many believed in Jesus and his message, many others, including the religious leaders, opposed him. Some openly mocked him when he warned them about their sin of unbelief. It's impossible to be indifferent to Jesus' word and his judgments. We are either for him or against him. There is no middle ground and no neutral parties.

When Jesus spoke about "going away" he was referring to his return in glory to his Father in heaven. Jesus warned his opponents that if they continued to disobey God's word and to reject him as Lord and Savior, they would shut themselves off from God and die in their sins . Jesus' words echoed the prophetic warning given to Ezekiel that people would die in their sins if they did not turn to God and ask for his mercy and pardon (see Ezekiel 3:18 and 18:18). In every age God warns his people to heed his word before the time is too late to seek his mercy and forgiveness. God gives us time to turn to him and to receive his mercy and pardon, but that time is right now.

To sin literally means to miss the mark or to be off target . The essence of sin is that it diverts us from God and from our true purpose in life - to know the source of all truth and beauty which is God himself and to be united with God in everlasting joy. When Adam and Eve yielded to their sin of disobedience, they literally tried to hide themselves from God's presence (Genesis 3:8-10). That is what sin does - it separates us from the One who is not only "all-seeing" and "ever present" to us, but who is also "all loving" and "merciful" and eager to receive us with open arms of mercy, healing, and forgiveness. When God calls you to turn your gaze and attention towards him, do you try to hide yourself from his presence with other distractions and excuses that keep you from seeking him and listening to his voice?

The proof of God's love for us
Jesus went on to explain to people that if they could not recognize his voice when they heard his word, they would have the opportunity to recognize him when he is "lifted up" on the cross. Jesus pointed to the atoning sacrifice of his life on the cross as the true source of healing and victory over sin and reconciliation with God. The sacrifice of Jesus' life on the cross is the ultimate proof of God's love for us. God so loved the world that he gave us his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16).
To fail to recognize who Jesus is and where he came from is to remain in darkness - the darkness of sin, ignorance, and unbelief. But if we look to Jesus and listen to his word of life and truth, then we will find the way to lasting peace and joy with God. The Lord Jesus invites each one of us to accept him as the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Our time here in this present world is very limited and short, but how we live it today has consequences not only for the present moment but for our eternal destiny as well. Which direction is your life headed in right now?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you came to set us free from sin, doubt, fear, and ignorance. Your word brings life, truth, and healing to mind, heart, soul, and body. Let your healing love free me from the blindness of sin and disbelief and from the destructive force of evil and wrongdoing. May I always find peace, joy, and strength in knowing your merciful love, truth, and goddness.
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April 9, 2025

Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95

King Nebuchadnezzar said:
 "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
 that you will not serve my god,
 or worship the golden statue that I set up?
 Be ready now to fall down and worship the statue I had made,
 whenever you hear the sound of the trumpet,
 flute, lyre, harp, psaltery, bagpipe,
 and all the other musical instruments;
 otherwise, you shall be instantly cast into the white-hot furnace;
 and who is the God who can deliver you out of my hands?"
 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered King Nebuchadnezzar,
 "There is no need for us to defend ourselves before you
 in this matter.
 If our God, whom we serve,
 can save us from the white-hot furnace
 and from your hands, O king, may he save us!
 But even if he will not, know, O king,
 that we will not serve your god
 or worship the golden statue that you set up."

King Nebuchadnezzar's face became livid with utter rage
 against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
 He ordered the furnace to be heated seven times more than usual
 and had some of the strongest men in his army
 bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
 and cast them into the white-hot furnace.

Nebuchadnezzar rose in haste and asked his nobles,
 "Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?"
 "Assuredly, O king," they answered.
 "But," he replied, "I see four men unfettered and unhurt,
 walking in the fire, and the fourth looks like a son of God."
 Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed,
 "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
 who sent his angel to deliver the servants who trusted in him;
 they disobeyed the royal command and yielded their bodies
 rather than serve or worship any god
 except their own God."

Responsorial Psalm

Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56

R. (52b) Glory and praise for ever!

"Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all forever;
 And blessed is your holy and glorious name,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all for all ages."

R. Glory and praise for ever!

"Blessed are you in the temple of your holy glory,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all forever.

R. Glory and praise for ever!

"Blessed are you on the throne of your kingdom,
 praiseworthy and exalted above all forever."

R. Glory and praise for ever!

"Blessed are you who look into the depths
 from your throne upon the cherubim;
 praiseworthy and exalted above all forever."

R. Glory and praise for ever!

"Blessed are you in the firmament of heaven,
 praiseworthy and glorious forever."

R. Glory and praise for ever!

Verse Before the Gospel

See Luke 8:15

Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart
 and yield a harvest through perseverance.

Gospel

John 8:31-42

Jesus said to those Jews who believed in him,
 "If you remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples,
 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
 They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham
 and have never been enslaved to anyone.
 How can you say, 'You will become free'?"
 Jesus answered them, "Amen, amen, I say to you,
 everyone who commits sin is a slave of sin.
 A slave does not remain in a household forever,
 but a son always remains.
 So if the Son frees you, then you will truly be free.
 I know that you are descendants of Abraham.
 But you are trying to kill me,
 because my word has no room among you.
 I tell you what I have seen in the Father's presence;
 then do what you have heard from the Father."

They answered and said to him, "Our father is Abraham."
 Jesus said to them, "If you were Abraham's children,
 you would be doing the works of Abraham.
 But now you are trying to kill me,
 a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God;
 Abraham did not do this.
 You are doing the works of your father!"
 So they said to him, "We were not born of fornication.
 We have one Father, God."
 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me,
 for I came from God and am here;
 I did not come on my own, but he sent me."

Reflection 
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Wednesday (April 9):  The Truth Will Make You FreeMeditation: Do you know the joy, peace, and freedom which God offers to those who trust in him and obey his word? God sent his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to bring us God's kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). Jesus came to rescue us from our sinful pride and slavery to sin. He came to rescue us from Satan's snares and the clutches of hell, and to free us from the world's temptation to empty glory and lust for greed and power. Only Jesus can truly set us free and reconcile us with God - every other way falls short of God's plan to save and deliver us from death, corruption, and sin.

Why did the religious authorities reject Jesus's offer of freedom, forgiveness, and new life in the kingdom of God? Despite Jesus' numerous signs and miracles, the Jewish authorities could not accept his claim to speak and act in the name of his heavenly Father. They were blinded by their misguided ideas of how the Messiah would restore Israel and rule the earth. And Jesus revealed to them how Satan had led them into temptation - both to reject him as the Messiah and to thwart his claim by killing him.

Jesus met their opposition and hostility with courage and determination to do his Father's will. He willingly embraced the cross in order to destroy the works of Satan and to save both Jews and Gentiles through his atoning sacrifice for the sin of the world. Jesus shows us the way to the kingdom of God - through faith and obedience to God's word and will for our lives. To be a follower and disciple of the Lord Jesus requires faith and obedience - they are two sides of the same coin. The word disciple literally means one who learns from the Master and who listens to the voice of the Teacher. And the word for obedience literally means to listen under and be subordinate to the one who has rightful authority to teach and command what is just and true.

The free gift of faith
How can we grow in faith and discipleship - by faithfully following the Lord and obeying his word. Faith is a free supernatural gift of God. It is more than just a belief in the truths of God. It is first and foremost a personal relationship of trust and obedience to the Lord and his word. The Lord is worthy of our complete trust and wholehearted devotion because he is utterly reliable, just and true, and he is faithful to his word. That is why we can entrust our lives to him and submit to him without reservation.

God does not leave us in the dark or remain distant and silent. He reveals himself to all who earnestly seek him and hunger for his truth. God, in fact, first seeks us out and draws us to himself. We could not find him if he did not first seek to reveal himself to us. That is why we need to respond to God's gracious gift of invitation with an open and receptive heart that wants to listen, learn, and receive what God wishes to give us. Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) said, "I believe, in order to understand - and I understand, the better to believe" ( Sermon 43:7,9 ).

The test of faith
In the Old Testament Book of Daniel we see a remarkable example of faith being put to the test in the midst of trial and adversity. When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, the three young companions of Daniel, were commanded by the king of Persia to bow down and submit to the pagan idols of his nation, they unhesitatingly said, "We will not serve your gods or worship the golden image which you have set up" (Daniel 3:18) . They knew God's command, "Do not worship false idols" (Exodus 20:3-6; Deuteronomy 12:29-31) . They decided it was far better to obey God and entrust their lives to him rather than give in to the threats of others. God gave them courage to take a bold stand for their faith. They willingly accepted the King's punishment as they were bound and thrown into a burning fiery furnace.

Daniel tells us how God was very present to these three young men as they proclaimed their faith in him. God showed his presence to the three men and walked with them in the fiery furnace. As a remarkable sign of God's power to the pagan rulers of Persia, God kept the three men from harm and delivered them from death (Daniel 3:25,28) . Do you trust in God to give you his help and strength when your faith is put to the test?

True and false sources of identity
The scribes and Pharisees, who were the religious authorities of the Jews, questioned Jesus' authority to speak and act in God's name. They questioned Jesus' claim to forgive sins and to set people free from slavery to sin. They understood that only God had power to forgive sins and to release people from their burden of guilt and shame. They refused to accept that Jesus' authority was given to him by his Father in heaven. Jesus tells them that they think evil of him and desire to kill him because they are under the influence and power of the "father of lies" who is opposed to the one true Father and Creator who made us in his image and likeness (Genesis 1:26-27) .

Jesus explains that he is speaking of two different senses of "fatherhood". The first is a physical identity through natural fatherhood. And the second and more significant identity is a self-chosen one that is the result of being led and formed in a moral way of thinking and living one's life that has been shaped through the example, words, and influence of someone we are consciously or unconsciously following and imitating.

We do not grow or learn in a vacuum. We are shaped for better or for worse by those we choose to imitate and follow. Sin leads us away from God's truth and the help he gives us to follow him. Slavery to sin is ultimately rooted in the father of lies (John 8:44) , whom Scripture calls the devil (Luke 4:1) and Satan (Luke 10:18) , the ruler of this present world who is opposed to God (John 12:31; 2 Corinthians 4:4) .

True freedom comes from God
The freedom which Jesus offers his followers is freedom from the power of sin, Satan, and the worldly influence of those who oppose God and his ways. We are powerless to set ourselves free from bondage to Satan, sin, and death (Romans 3:23; 5:6) . That is why the Lord Jesus took our sins upon himself and nailed them to the cross (1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:5-6; Colossians 2:14) . His death on the cross has won victory and pardon for us, and peace with God. Through Jesus' sacrifice we are not only forgiven and reconciled with God - we become the adopted sons and daughters of God (Romans 8:14-16) . We can call God our Father because the Lord Jesus has reconciled us and redeemed us from slavery to sin and Satan.

A redeemed slave is not entirely free until all of his chains and weights have been broken and destroyed. The Lord Jesus alone has the power to release us from every chain and burden that would keep us in bondage to sinful habits and hurtful desires. Are there any chains - any sinful patterns, harmful attitudes, and addictive behavior - that you need to be released from? Allow the Lord Jesus to unbind you and bring you healing, pardon, and freedom to walk in his way of love and truth. The Lord Jesus sets us free from slavery to our own selfishness and sinful desires in order to set us free for a joy-filled life of love and service for his kingdom. Paul the Apostle reminds us that Christ has won freedom for each one of us - not to serve ourselves or do as we please - but rather to please the Lord and to serve our neighbors in love for their sake (Galatians 5:1,13) . Do you accept and believe Christ's word of truth, love, and freedom for your life?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, write your words of love and truth upon my heart and make me a diligent student and a worthy disciple of your word.
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April 10, 2025

Thursday of the Fifth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Genesis 17:3-9

When Abram prostrated himself, God spoke to him:
 "My covenant with you is this:
 you are to become the father of a host of nations.
 No longer shall you be called Abram;
 your name shall be Abraham,
 for I am making you the father of a host of nations.
 I will render you exceedingly fertile;
 I will make nations of you;
 kings shall stem from you.
 I will maintain my covenant with you
 and your descendants after you
 throughout the ages as an everlasting pact,
 to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.
 I will give to you
 and to your descendants after you
 the land in which you are now staying,
 the whole land of Canaan, as a permanent possession;
 and I will be their God."

God also said to Abraham:
 "On your part, you and your descendants after you
 must keep my covenant throughout the ages."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9

R. (8a) The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

Look to the LORD in his strength;
 seek to serve him constantly.
 Recall the wondrous deeds that he has wrought,
 his portents, and the judgments he has uttered.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

You descendants of Abraham, his servants,
 sons of Jacob, his chosen ones!
 He, the LORD, is our God;
 throughout the earth his judgments prevail.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

He remembers forever his covenant
 which he made binding for a thousand generations –
 Which he entered into with Abraham
 and by his oath to Isaac.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

Verse Before the Gospel

Psalm 95:8

If today you hear his voice,
 harden not your hearts.

Gospel

John 8:51-59

Jesus said to the Jews:
 "Amen, amen, I say to you,
 whoever keeps my word will never see death."
 So the Jews said to him,
 "Now we are sure that you are possessed.
 Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say,
 'Whoever keeps my word will never taste death.'
 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died?
 Or the prophets, who died?
 Who do you make yourself out to be?"
 Jesus answered, "If I glorify myself, my glory is worth nothing;
 but it is my Father who glorifies me,
 of whom you say, 'He is our God.'
 You do not know him, but I know him.
 And if I should say that I do not know him,
 I would be like you a liar.
 But I do know him and I keep his word.
 Abraham your father rejoiced to see my day;
 he saw it and was glad."
 So the Jews said to him,
 "You are not yet fifty years old and you have seen Abraham?"
 Jesus said to them, "Amen, amen, I say to you,
 before Abraham came to be, I AM."
 So they picked up stones to throw at him;
 but Jesus hid and went out of the temple area.

Reflection
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Thursday (April 10):  Before Abraham Was, I AmMeditation: Do you listen to Jesus' words as if your life depended on it? Jesus made a claim which only God can make - "if any one keeps my word, he will never see death." St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) , explains this verse from John 8:51: "It means nothing less than he saw another death from which he came to free us - the second death, eternal death, the death of hell, the death of the damned, which is shared with the devil and his angels! This is the real death; the other kind of death is only a passage" ( Tractates on the Gospel of John 43.10-11).
When God established a relationship with Abraham, he offered him an unbreakable "everlasting covenant" (Genesis 17:7). Jesus came to fulfill that covenant so that we could know the living God and be united with him both now and for all eternity. God made us to know him and to be united with him and he gives us the gift of faith and understanding so that we may grow in the knowledge of what he has accomplished for us through his Son, Jesus Christ.

Jesus challenged the people of Israel to accept his word as the very revelation of God himself. His claim challenged the very foundation of their belief and understanding of God. Jesus made a series of claims which are the very foundation of his life and mission. What are these claims? First, Jesus claims unique knowledge of God as the only begotten Son of the Father in heaven. Since he claims to be in direct personal communion with his Father in heaven, he knows everything about the Father. Jesus claims that the only way to full knowledge of the mind and heart of God is through himself. Jesus also claims unique obedience to God the Father. He thinks, lives and acts in the knowledge of his Father's word. To look at his life is to "see how God wishes me to live." In Jesus alone we see what God wants us to know and what he wants us to be.

When the Jewish authorities asked Jesus who do you claim to be? he answered, "before Abraham was, I am." Jesus claims to be timeless and there is only one in the universe who is timeless, namely God. Scripture tells us that "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever" (Hebrews 13:8). Jesus was not just a man who came, lived, died, and then rose again. He is the immortal timeless One, who always was and always will be. In Jesus we see the eternal God in visible flesh. He is God who became a man for our sake and for our salvation. His death and resurrection make it possible for us to share in his immortality. Do you believe the words of Jesus and obey them with all your heart, mind, and strength?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, let your word be on my lips and in my heart that I may walk in the freedom of your everlasting love, truth and goodness.
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April 11, 2025

Friday of the Fifth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Jeremiah 20:10-13

I hear the whisperings of many:
 "Terror on every side!
 Denounce! let us denounce him!"
 All those who were my friends
 are on the watch for any misstep of mine.
 "Perhaps he will be trapped; then we can prevail,
 and take our vengeance on him."
 But the LORD is with me, like a mighty champion:
 my persecutors will stumble, they will not triumph.
 In their failure they will be put to utter shame,
 to lasting, unforgettable confusion.
 O LORD of hosts, you who test the just,
 who probe mind and heart,
 Let me witness the vengeance you take on them,
 for to you I have entrusted my cause.
 Sing to the LORD,
 praise the LORD,
 For he has rescued the life of the poor
 from the power of the wicked!

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7

R. (see 7) In my distress I called upon the Lord, and he heard my voice.

I love you, O LORD, my strength,
 O LORD, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer.

R. In my distress I called upon the Lord, and he heard my voice.

My God, my rock of refuge,
 my shield, the horn of my salvation, my stronghold!
 Praised be the LORD, I exclaim,
 and I am safe from my enemies.

R. In my distress I called upon the Lord, and he heard my voice.

The breakers of death surged round about me,
 the destroying floods overwhelmed me;
 The cords of the nether world enmeshed me,
 the snares of death overtook me.

R. In my distress I called upon the Lord, and he heard my voice.

In my distress I called upon the LORD
 and cried out to my God;
 From his temple he heard my voice,
 and my cry to him reached his ears.

R. In my distress I called upon the Lord, and he heard my voice.

Verse Before the Gospel

See John 6:63c, 68c

Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life;
 you have the words of everlasting life.

Gospel

John 10:31-42

The Jews picked up rocks to stone Jesus.
 Jesus answered them, "I have shown you many good works from my Father.
 For which of these are you trying to stone me?"
 The Jews answered him,
 "We are not stoning you for a good work but for blasphemy.
 You, a man, are making yourself God."
 Jesus answered them,
 "Is it not written in your law, 'I said, 'You are gods"'?
 If it calls them gods to whom the word of God came,
 and Scripture cannot be set aside,
 can you say that the one
 whom the Father has consecrated and sent into the world
 blasphemes because I said, 'I am the Son of God'?
 If I do not perform my Father's works, do not believe me;
 but if I perform them, even if you do not believe me,
 believe the works, so that you may realize and understand
 that the Father is in me and I am in the Father."
 Then they tried again to arrest him;
 but he escaped from their power.

He went back across the Jordan
 to the place where John first baptized, and there he remained.
 Many came to him and said,
 "John performed no sign,
 but everything John said about this man was true."
 And many there began to believe in him.

Memorial of Saint Stanislaus, Bishop, Martyr

Below are the readings suggested for today's Memorial. However, readings for the Memorial may also be taken from the Common of Martyrs, #713-718 or the Common of Pastors, #719-724.



Reading 1

Revelation 12:10-12a

I, John, heard a loud voice in heaven say:
 "Now have salvation and power come,
 and the Kingdom of our God
 and the authority of his Anointed.
 For the accuser of our brothers is cast out,
 who accuses them before our God day and night.
 They conquered him by the Blood of the Lamb
 and by the word of their testimony;
 love for life did not deter them from death.
 Therefore, rejoice, you heavens,
 and you who dwell in them."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9

R. (5) The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
 his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
 Let my soul glory in the LORD;
 the lowly will hear and be glad.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Glorify the LORD with me,
 let us together extol his name.
 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
 and delivered me from all my fears.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
 and your faces may not blush with shame.
 When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
 and from all his distress he saved him.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

The angel of the LORD encamps
 around those who fear him, and delivers them.
 Taste and see how good the LORD is;
 blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Fear the LORD, you his holy ones,
 for nought is lacking to those who fear him.
 The great grow poor and hungry;
 but those who seek the LORD want for no good thing.

R. The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Alleluia

2 Corinthians 1:3b-4a

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Blessed be the Father of compassion and God of all encouragement,
 who encourages us in our every affliction.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 17:11b-19

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and prayed, saying:
 "Holy Father, keep them in your name that you have given me,
 so that they may be one just as we are one.
 When I was with them I protected them in your name that you gave me,
 and I guarded them, and none of them was lost
 except the son of destruction,
 in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled.
 But now I am coming to you.
 I speak this in the world
 so that they may share my joy completely.
 I gave them your word, and the world hated them,
 because they do not belong to the world
 any more than I belong to the world.
 I do not ask that you take them out of the world
 but that you keep them from the Evil One.
 They do not belong to the world
 any more than I belong to the world.
 Consecrate them in the truth. 
 Your word is truth.
 As you sent me into the world,
 so I sent them into the world.
 And I consecrate myself for them,
 so that they also may be consecrated in truth."

Reflection
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Friday (April 11):  I Am the Son of GodMeditation: Why were the religious leaders so upset with Jesus that they wanted to kill him? They charged him with blasphemy because he claimed to be the Son of God and he made himself equal with God. The law of Moses laid down the death penalty for such a crime: "He who blasphemes the name of the L ORD shall be put to death; all the congregation shall stone him" (Leviticus 24:16). As they were picking up stones to hurl at Jesus, he met their attack with three arguments. The many good works that he did, such as healing the sick, raising the dead, and feeding the hungry, demonstrated that his power and marvelous deeds obviously came from God.

I am the Son of God
Jesus then defended his right to call himself the Son of God with a quote from Psalm 82:6 ("I say, "You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you"). Jesus argued that if Scripture can speak like that of humans, why should he not speak of himself like that? Jesus then made two claims: He was consecrated by the Father for a special task and he was sent into the world to carry out his Father's mission (John 10:36). The scriptural understanding of consecration is to make holy for God - to be given over as a free-will offering and sacrifice for God.

Consecrated and sent to do the Father's works
Jesus made himself a sin-offering for us, to ransom us from condemnation and slavery to sin. He spoke of his Father consecrating him for this mission of salvation (John 10:36). Jesus challenged his opponents to accept his works if they could not accept his words . One can argue with words, but deeds are beyond argument. Jesus is the perfect teacher in that he does not base his claims on what he says but on what he does. The word of God is life and power for those who believe and accept it as God's word for us. Jesus shows us the way to walk the path of truth and holiness. And he anoints us with his power to live the Gospel with joy and to be his witnesses in the world. Are you a doer of God's word, or a forgetful hearer only?

Prayer: Write upon my heart, O Lord, the lessons of your holy word, and grant that I may be a doer of your word, and not a forgetful hearer only.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 12, 2025

Saturday of the Fifth Week of Lent

Reading 1

Ezekiel 37:21-28

Thus says the Lord GOD:
 I will take the children of Israel from among the nations
 to which they have come,
 and gather them from all sides to bring them back to their land.
 I will make them one nation upon the land,
 in the mountains of Israel,
 and there shall be one prince for them all.
 Never again shall they be two nations,
 and never again shall they be divided into two kingdoms.

No longer shall they defile themselves with their idols,
 their abominations, and all their transgressions.
 I will deliver them from all their sins of apostasy,
 and cleanse them so that they may be my people
 and I may be their God.
 My servant David shall be prince over them,
 and there shall be one shepherd for them all;
 they shall live by my statutes and carefully observe my decrees.
 They shall live on the land that I gave to my servant Jacob,
 the land where their fathers lived;
 they shall live on it forever,
 they, and their children, and their children’s children,
 with my servant David their prince forever.
 I will make with them a covenant of peace;
 it shall be an everlasting covenant with them,
 and I will multiply them, and put my sanctuary among them forever.
 My dwelling shall be with them;
 I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
 Thus the nations shall know that it is I, the LORD,
 who make Israel holy,
 when my sanctuary shall be set up among them forever.

Responsorial Psalm

Jeremiah 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13

R. (see 10d) The Lord will guard us, as a shepherd guards his flock.

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
 proclaim it on distant isles, and say:
 He who scattered Israel, now gathers them together,
 he guards them as a shepherd his flock.

R. The Lord will guard us, as a shepherd guards his flock.

The LORD shall ransom Jacob,
 he shall redeem him from the hand of his conqueror.
 Shouting, they shall mount the heights of Zion,
 they shall come streaming to the LORD’s blessings:
 The grain, the wine, and the oil,
 the sheep and the oxen.

R. The Lord will guard us, as a shepherd guards his flock.

Then the virgins shall make merry and dance,
 and young men and old as well.
 I will turn their mourning into joy,
 I will console and gladden them after their sorrows.

R. The Lord will guard us, as a shepherd guards his flock.

Verse Before the Gospel

Ezekiel 18:31

Cast away from you all the crimes you have committed, says the LORD,
 and make for yourselves a new heart and a new spirit.

Gospel

John 11:45-56

Many of the Jews who had come to Mary
 and seen what Jesus had done began to believe in him.
 But some of them went to the Pharisees
 and told them what Jesus had done.
 So the chief priests and the Pharisees
 convened the Sanhedrin and said,
 “What are we going to do?
 This man is performing many signs.
 If we leave him alone, all will believe in him,
 and the Romans will come
 and take away both our land and our nation.”
 But one of them, Caiaphas,
 who was high priest that year, said to them,
 “You know nothing,
 nor do you consider that it is better for you
 that one man should die instead of the people,
 so that the whole nation may not perish.”
 He did not say this on his own,
 but since he was high priest for that year,
 he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation,
 and not only for the nation,
 but also to gather into one the dispersed children of God.
 So from that day on they planned to kill him.

So Jesus no longer walked about in public among the Jews,
 but he left for the region near the desert,
 to a town called Ephraim,
 and there he remained with his disciples.

Now the Passover of the Jews was near,
 and many went up from the country to Jerusalem
 before Passover to purify themselves.
 They looked for Jesus and said to one another
 as they were in the temple area, “What do you think?
 That he will not come to the feast?”

Reflection
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Saturday (April 12):  They Took Counsel How to Put Him to DeathMeditation: Do you allow fear or opposition to hold you back from doing God's will? Jesus set his face like flint toward Jerusalem, knowing full well what awaited him there (Luke 9:51; Isaiah 50:7). It was Jewish belief that when the high priest asked for God's counsel for the nation, God spoke through him. What dramatic irony that Caiaphas prophesied that Jesus must die for the nation. The prophet Ezekiel announced that God would establish one people, one land, one prince, and one sanctuary forever.

Luke adds to Caiphas's prophecy that Jesus would gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad . Jesus came to lay down his life for the many , but not in a foolish reckless manner so as to throw it away before his work was done. He retired until the time had come when nothing would stop his coming to Jerusalem to fulfill his Father's mission.

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) wrote: "The passion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the hope of glory and a lesson in patience... He loved us so much that, sinless himself, he suffered for us sinners the punishment we deserved for our sins. How then can he fail to give us the reward we deserve for our righteousness, for he is the source of righteousness? How can he, whose promises are true, fail to reward the saints when he bore the punishment of sinners, though without sin himself? Brethren, let us then fearlessly acknowledge, and even openly proclaim, that Christ was crucified for us; let us confess it, not in fear but in joy, not in shame but in glory."
The way to glory and victory for us is through the cross of Jesus Christ. Are you ready to take up your cross and follow Christ in his way of victory?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may we your disciples be ever ready to lay down our lives in conformity to your will, to willingly suffer and die for you, that we may also share in your victory and glory.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 13, 2025

Palm Sunday of the Lord s Passion

At the procession with palms - 

Gospel

Luke 19:28-40

Jesus proceeded on his journey up to Jerusalem.
 As he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany
 at the place called the Mount of Olives,
 he sent two of his disciples.
 He said, "Go into the village opposite you,
 and as you enter it you will find a colt tethered
 on which no one has ever sat.
 Untie it and bring it here.
 And if anyone should ask you,
 'Why are you untying it?'
 you will answer,
 'The Master has need of it.'"
 So those who had been sent went off
 and found everything just as he had told them.
 And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them,
 "Why are you untying this colt?"
 They answered,
 "The Master has need of it."
 So they brought it to Jesus,
 threw their cloaks over the colt,
 and helped Jesus to mount.
 As he rode along,
 the people were spreading their cloaks on the road;
 and now as he was approaching the slope of the Mount of Olives,
 the whole multitude of his disciples
 began to praise God aloud with joy
 for all the mighty deeds they had seen.
 They proclaimed:
 "Blessed is the king who comes
 in the name of the Lord.
 Peace in heaven
 and glory in the highest."
 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him,
 "Teacher, rebuke your disciples."
 He said in reply,
 "I tell you, if they keep silent,
 the stones will cry out!"

At the Mass – Reading I

Isaiah 50:4-7

The Lord GOD has given me
 a well-trained tongue,
 that I might know how to speak to the weary
 a word that will rouse them.
 Morning after morning
 he opens my ear that I may hear;
 and I have not rebelled,
 have not turned back.
 I gave my back to those who beat me,
 my cheeks to those who plucked my beard;
 my face I did not shield
 from buffets and spitting.

The Lord GOD is my help,
 therefore I am not disgraced;
 I have set my face like flint,
 knowing that I shall not be put to shame.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24.

R. (2a) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

All who see me scoff at me;
 they mock me with parted lips, they wag their heads:
 "He relied on the LORD; let him deliver him,
 let him rescue him, if he loves him."

R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

Indeed, many dogs surround me,
 a pack of evildoers closes in upon me;
 They have pierced my hands and my feet;
 I can count all my bones.

R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

They divide my garments among them,
 and for my vesture they cast lots.
 But you, O LORD, be not far from me;
 O my help, hasten to aid me.

R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

I will proclaim your name to my brethren;
 in the midst of the assembly I will praise you:
 "You who fear the LORD, praise him;
 all you descendants of Jacob, give glory to him;
 revere him, all you descendants of Israel!"

R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

Reading 2

Philippians 2:6-11

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God,
 did not regard equality with God
 something to be grasped.
 Rather, he emptied himself,
 taking the form of a slave,
 coming in human likeness;
 and found human in appearance,
 he humbled himself,
 becoming obedient to the point of death,
 even death on a cross.
 Because of this, God greatly exalted him
 and bestowed on him the name
 which is above every name,
 that at the name of Jesus
 every knee should bend,
 of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 and every tongue confess that
 Jesus Christ is Lord,
 to the glory of God the Father.

Verse Before the Gospel

Philippians 2:8-9

Christ became obedient to the point of death,
 even death on a cross.
 because of this, God greatly exalted him
 and bestowed on him the name which is above every name.

Gospel

Luke 22:14—23:56

When the hour came,
 Jesus took his place at table with the apostles.
 He said to them,
 "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer,
 for, I tell you, I shall not eat it again
 until there is fulfillment in the kingdom of God."
 Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and said,
 "Take this and share it among yourselves;
 for I tell you that from this time on
 I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine
 until the kingdom of God comes."
 Then he took the bread, said the blessing,
 broke it, and gave it to them, saying,
 "This is my body, which will be given for you;
 do this in memory of me."
 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying,
 "This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
 which will be shed for you.

"And yet behold, the hand of the one who is to betray me
 is with me on the table;
 for the Son of Man indeed goes as it has been determined;
 but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed."
 And they began to debate among themselves
 who among them would do such a deed.

Then an argument broke out among them
 about which of them should be regarded as the greatest.
 He said to them,
 "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them
 and those in authority over them are addressed as 'Benefactors';
 but among you it shall not be so.
 Rather, let the greatest among you be as the youngest,
 and the leader as the servant.
 For who is greater:
 the one seated at table or the one who serves?
 Is it not the one seated at table?
 I am among you as the one who serves.
 It is you who have stood by me in my trials;
 and I confer a kingdom on you,
 just as my Father has conferred one on me,
 that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom;
 and you will sit on thrones
 judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

"Simon, Simon, behold Satan has demanded
 to sift all of you like wheat,
 but I have prayed that your own faith may not fail;
 and once you have turned back,
 you must strengthen your brothers."
 He said to him,
 "Lord, I am prepared to go to prison and to die with you."
 But he replied,
 "I tell you, Peter, before the cock crows this day,
 you will deny three times that you know me."

He said to them,
 "When I sent you forth without a money bag or a sack or sandals,
 were you in need of anything?"
 "No, nothing, " they replied.
 He said to them,
 "But now one who has a money bag should take it,
 and likewise a sack,
 and one who does not have a sword
 should sell his cloak and buy one.
 For I tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me,
 namely, He was counted among the wicked;
 and indeed what is written about me is coming to fulfillment."
 Then they said,
 "Lord, look, there are two swords here."
 But he replied, "It is enough!"

Then going out, he went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives,
 and the disciples followed him.
 When he arrived at the place he said to them,
 "Pray that you may not undergo the test."
 After withdrawing about a stone's throw from them and kneeling,
 he prayed, saying, "Father, if you are willing,
 take this cup away from me;
 still, not my will but yours be done."
 And to strengthen him an angel from heaven appeared to him.
 He was in such agony and he prayed so fervently
 that his sweat became like drops of blood
 falling on the ground.
 When he rose from prayer and returned to his disciples,
 he found them sleeping from grief.
 He said to them, "Why are you sleeping?
 Get up and pray that you may not undergo the test."

While he was still speaking, a crowd approached
 and in front was one of the Twelve, a man named Judas.
 He went up to Jesus to kiss him.
 Jesus said to him,
 "Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?"
 His disciples realized what was about to happen, and they asked,
 "Lord, shall we strike with a sword?"
 And one of them struck the high priest's servant
 and cut off his right ear.
 But Jesus said in reply,
 "Stop, no more of this!"
 Then he touched the servant's ear and healed him.
 And Jesus said to the chief priests and temple guards
 and elders who had come for him,
 "Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs?
 Day after day I was with you in the temple area,
 and you did not seize me;
 but this is your hour, the time for the power of darkness."

After arresting him they led him away
 and took him into the house of the high priest;
 Peter was following at a distance.
 They lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat around it,
 and Peter sat down with them.
 When a maid saw him seated in the light,
 she looked intently at him and said,
 "This man too was with him."
 But he denied it saying,
 "Woman, I do not know him."
 A short while later someone else saw him and said,
 "You too are one of them";
 but Peter answered, "My friend, I am not."
 About an hour later, still another insisted,
 "Assuredly, this man too was with him,
 for he also is a Galilean."
 But Peter said,
 "My friend, I do not know what you are talking about."
 Just as he was saying this, the cock crowed,
 and the Lord turned and looked at Peter;
 and Peter remembered the word of the Lord,
 how he had said to him,
 "Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times."
 He went out and began to weep bitterly.
 The men who held Jesus in custody were ridiculing and beating him.
 They blindfolded him and questioned him, saying,
 "Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?"
 And they reviled him in saying many other things against him.

When day came the council of elders of the people met,
 both chief priests and scribes,
 and they brought him before their Sanhedrin.
 They said, "If you are the Christ, tell us, "
 but he replied to them, "If I tell you, you will not believe,
 and if I question, you will not respond.
 But from this time on the Son of Man will be seated
 at the right hand of the power of God."
 They all asked, "Are you then the Son of God?"
 He replied to them, "You say that I am."
 Then they said, "What further need have we for testimony?
 We have heard it from his own mouth."

Then the whole assembly of them arose and brought him before Pilate.
 They brought charges against him, saying,
 "We found this man misleading our people;
 he opposes the payment of taxes to Caesar
 and maintains that he is the Christ, a king."
 Pilate asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?"
 He said to him in reply, "You say so."
 Pilate then addressed the chief priests and the crowds,
 "I find this man not guilty."
 But they were adamant and said,
 "He is inciting the people with his teaching throughout all Judea,
 from Galilee where he began even to here."

On hearing this Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean;
 and upon learning that he was under Herod's jurisdiction,
 he sent him to Herod who was in Jerusalem at that time.
 Herod was very glad to see Jesus;
 he had been wanting to see him for a long time,
 for he had heard about him
 and had been hoping to see him perform some sign.
 He questioned him at length,
 but he gave him no answer.
 The chief priests and scribes, meanwhile,
 stood by accusing him harshly.
 Herod and his soldiers treated him contemptuously and mocked him,
 and after clothing him in resplendent garb,
 he sent him back to Pilate.
 Herod and Pilate became friends that very day,
 even though they had been enemies formerly.
 Pilate then summoned the chief priests, the rulers, and the people
 and said to them, "You brought this man to me
 and accused him of inciting the people to revolt.
 I have conducted my investigation in your presence
 and have not found this man guilty
 of the charges you have brought against him,
 nor did Herod, for he sent him back to us.
 So no capital crime has been committed by him.
 Therefore I shall have him flogged and then release him."

But all together they shouted out,
 "Away with this man!
 Release Barabbas to us."
 — Now Barabbas had been imprisoned for a rebellion
 that had taken place in the city and for murder. —
 Again Pilate addressed them, still wishing to release Jesus,
 but they continued their shouting,
 "Crucify him! Crucify him!"
 Pilate addressed them a third time,
 "What evil has this man done?
 I found him guilty of no capital crime.
 Therefore I shall have him flogged and then release him."
 With loud shouts, however,
 they persisted in calling for his crucifixion,
 and their voices prevailed.
 The verdict of Pilate was that their demand should be granted.
 So he released the man who had been imprisoned
 for rebellion and murder, for whom they asked,
 and he handed Jesus over to them to deal with as they wished.

As they led him away
 they took hold of a certain Simon, a Cyrenian,
 who was coming in from the country;
 and after laying the cross on him,
 they made him carry it behind Jesus.
 A large crowd of people followed Jesus,
 including many women who mourned and lamented him.
 Jesus turned to them and said,
 "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me;
 weep instead for yourselves and for your children
 for indeed, the days are coming when people will say,
 'Blessed are the barren,
 the wombs that never bore
 and the breasts that never nursed.'
 At that time people will say to the mountains,
 'Fall upon us!'
 and to the hills, 'Cover us!'
 for if these things are done when the wood is green
 what will happen when it is dry?"
 Now two others, both criminals,
 were led away with him to be executed.

When they came to the place called the Skull,
 they crucified him and the criminals there,
 one on his right, the other on his left.
 Then Jesus said,
 "Father, forgive them, they know not what they do."
 They divided his garments by casting lots.
 The people stood by and watched;
 the rulers, meanwhile, sneered at him and said,
 "He saved others, let him save himself
 if he is the chosen one, the Christ of God."
 Even the soldiers jeered at him.
 As they approached to offer him wine they called out,
 "If you are King of the Jews, save yourself."
 Above him there was an inscription that read,
 "This is the King of the Jews."

Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying,
 "Are you not the Christ?
 Save yourself and us."
 The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply,
 "Have you no fear of God,
 for you are subject to the same condemnation?
 And indeed, we have been condemned justly,
 for the sentence we received corresponds to our crimes,
 but this man has done nothing criminal."
 Then he said,
 "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."
 He replied to him,
 "Amen, I say to you,
 today you will be with me in Paradise."

It was now about noon and darkness came over the whole land
 until three in the afternoon
 because of an eclipse of the sun.
 Then the veil of the temple was torn down the middle.
 Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
 "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit";
 and when he had said this he breathed his last.

Here all kneel and pause for a short time.

The centurion who witnessed what had happened glorified God and said,
 "This man was innocent beyond doubt."
 When all the people who had gathered for this spectacle saw what had happened,
 they returned home beating their breasts;
 but all his acquaintances stood at a distance,
 including the women who had followed him from Galilee
 and saw these events.

Now there was a virtuous and righteous man named Joseph who,
 though he was a member of the council,
 had not consented to their plan of action.
 He came from the Jewish town of Arimathea
 and was awaiting the kingdom of God.
 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
 After he had taken the body down,
 he wrapped it in a linen cloth
 and laid him in a rock-hewn tomb
 in which no one had yet been buried.
 It was the day of preparation,
 and the sabbath was about to begin.
 The women who had come from Galilee with him followed behind,
 and when they had seen the tomb
 and the way in which his body was laid in it,
 they returned and prepared spices and perfumed oils.
 Then they rested on the sabbath according to the commandment.

Or
 Luke 23:1-49


 The elders of the people, chief priests and scribes,
 arose and brought Jesus before Pilate.
 They brought charges against him, saying,
 "We found this man misleading our people;
 he opposes the payment of taxes to Caesar
 and maintains that he is the Christ, a king."
 Pilate asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?"
 He said to him in reply, "You say so."
 Pilate then addressed the chief priests and the crowds,
 "I find this man not guilty."
 But they were adamant and said,
 "He is inciting the people with his teaching throughout all Judea,
 from Galilee where he began even to here."

On hearing this Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean;
 and upon learning that he was under Herod's jurisdiction,
 he sent him to Herod who was in Jerusalem at that time.
 Herod was very glad to see Jesus;
 he had been wanting to see him for a long time,
 for he had heard about him
 and had been hoping to see him perform some sign.
 He questioned him at length,
 but he gave him no answer.
 The chief priests and scribes, meanwhile,
 stood by accusing him harshly.
 Herod and his soldiers treated him contemptuously and mocked him,
 and after clothing him in resplendent garb,
 he sent him back to Pilate.
 Herod and Pilate became friends that very day,
 even though they had been enemies formerly.
 Pilate then summoned the chief priests, the rulers, and the people
 and said to them, "You brought this man to me
 and accused him of inciting the people to revolt.
 I have conducted my investigation in your presence
 and have not found this man guilty
 of the charges you have brought against him,
 nor did Herod, for he sent him back to us.
 So no capital crime has been committed by him.
 Therefore I shall have him flogged and then release him."

But all together they shouted out,
 "Away with this man!
 Release Barabbas to us."
 — Now Barabbas had been imprisoned for a rebellion
 that had taken place in the city and for murder. —
 Again Pilate addressed them, still wishing to release Jesus,
 but they continued their shouting,
 "Crucify him! Crucify him!"
 Pilate addressed them a third time,
 "What evil has this man done?
 I found him guilty of no capital crime.
 Therefore I shall have him flogged and then release him."
 With loud shouts, however,
 they persisted in calling for his crucifixion,
 and their voices prevailed.
 The verdict of Pilate was that their demand should be granted.
 So he released the man who had been imprisoned
 for rebellion and murder, for whom they asked,
 and he handed Jesus over to them to deal with as they wished.

As they led him away
 they took hold of a certain Simon, a Cyrenian,
 who was coming in from the country;
 and after laying the cross on him,
 they made him carry it behind Jesus.
 A large crowd of people followed Jesus,
 including many women who mourned and lamented him.
 Jesus turned to them and said,
 "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me;
 weep instead for yourselves and for your children
 for indeed, the days are coming when people will say,
 'Blessed are the barren,
 the wombs that never bore
 and the breasts that never nursed.'
 At that time people will say to the mountains,
 'Fall upon us!'
 and to the hills, 'Cover us!'
 for if these things are done when the wood is green
 what will happen when it is dry?"
 Now two others, both criminals,
 were led away with him to be executed.

When they came to the place called the Skull,
 they crucified him and the criminals there,
 one on his right, the other on his left.
 Then Jesus said,
 "Father, forgive them, they know not what they do."
 They divided his garments by casting lots.
 The people stood by and watched;
 the rulers, meanwhile, sneered at him and said,
 "He saved others, let him save himself
 if he is the chosen one, the Christ of God."
 Even the soldiers jeered at him.
 As they approached to offer him wine they called out,
 "If you are King of the Jews, save yourself."
 Above him there was an inscription that read,
 "This is the King of the Jews."

Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying,
 "Are you not the Christ?
 Save yourself and us."
 The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply,
 "Have you no fear of God,
 for you are subject to the same condemnation?
 And indeed, we have been condemned justly,
 for the sentence we received corresponds to our crimes,
 but this man has done nothing criminal."
 Then he said,
 "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."
 He replied to him,
 "Amen, I say to you,
 today you will be with me in Paradise."

It was now about noon and darkness came over the whole land
 until three in the afternoon
 because of an eclipse of the sun.
 Then the veil of the temple was torn down the middle.
 Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
 "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit";
 and when he had said this he breathed his last.

Here all kneel and pause for a short time.

The centurion who witnessed what had happened glorified God and said,
 "This man was innocent beyond doubt."
 When all the people who had gathered for this spectacle
 saw what had happened,
 they returned home beating their breasts;
 but all his acquaintances stood at a distance,
 including the women who had followed him from Galilee
 and saw these events.

Reflection
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Palm (Passion) Sunday – Cycle C 

 
 Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

Introduction 

 
 Passion week ends our celebration of Lent. Our Lenten preparations have been focused on improving our response to God’s call so that we, His children, will be ready to come home and live for all eternity. Jesus, our eldest brother, has showed us how to live His life so that we can gain eternal life. Our readings today show us how Jesus freely became the eternal perfect sacrifice – the one sacrifice which could open the gates of heaven so that we could have our sins forgiven and forgotten. The sacrifice instituted the New Covenant with God; the covenant in which we are no longer God’s slaves but His children. As with all covenants, this covenant is sealed with a meal, a meal in which all parties partake and which is offered to God. The offering to God is described in Revelation 5:6 by John: “Then I saw standing in the midst of the throne and the four living creatures and the elders a Lamb that seemed to have been slain.” The meal in which we partake is the Holy Eucharist promised by Jesus at Capernaum “Unless you eat the flesh of the son of man and drink His blood you have no life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day.” (John 6:53-54). This meal was provided for us by Jesus at the Last Supper.  

 

Procession Gospel - Luke 19:28-40 

 
      Jesus is completing His journey to Jerusalem; the place He knows that He must go for His passion. Our Mass this Sunday opens with Luke’s account of Jesus’ Messianic entry into the city.  
   
 28    After he had said this, he proceeded on his journey up to Jerusalem.   
   
 This is truly a journey “up” to Jerusalem. The Gospel writer is referring to the geography of the area; Jerusalem is on the top of a mountain.  
   
 29    As he drew near to Bethphage   
   
 The name Bethphage means “House of the unripe fig.” It seems to have been located some 2/3 mile from Jerusalem.  
   
 and Bethany   
   
 The name Bethany means “house of figs.” It is about three miles east of Jerusalem on the road to Jericho. It was the home of Lazarus and his 3 sisters and contained about 20 families. The fig tree was the symbol of Jerusalem and the author shows progression from “figs” to “unripe figs” to “no figs” because Jesus considered Jerusalem to have ceased to be fruitful (recall the cursing of the fig tree).  
   
 at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples.   
   
 Luke never does things singly.  
   
 30    He said, “Go into the village opposite you, and as you enter it you will find a colt tethered on which no one has ever sat.  
   
 The ass was historically the mount of a prince who entered a town peacefully and joyfully; the warrior would enter on a horse.   
   
 Untie it and bring it here. 31 And if anyone should ask you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you will answer, ‘The Master has need of it.’” 32 So those who had been sent went off and found everything just as he had told them. 33 And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying this colt?” 34 They answered, “The Master has need of it.”  
   
 Notice the foreknowledge which Jesus has of events; there is no resistance to His appropriating this valuable animal.  
   
 35    So they brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks over the colt, and helped Jesus to mount.   
   
 There is a miracle here; the unbroken animal doesn’t resist Jesus as a rider. Jesus makes use of a donkey for His entry into Jerusalem, thereby fulfilling the ancient prophecy: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on an ass, on a colt the foal of an ass” (Zechariah 9:9). The people, and particularly the Pharisees, were quite aware of this prophecy. By fulfilling the prophecy our Lord was showing everyone that He was the Messiah prophesied in the Old Testament.  
   
 36    As he rode along, the people were spreading their cloaks on the road;  
   
 Saint Luke omits the palm branches.  
   
 37    and now as he was approaching the slope of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of his disciples began to praise God aloud with joy for all the mighty deeds they had seen.   
   
 The Gospel according Saint Luke recounts seven miracles performed by Jesus.  
   
 38    They proclaimed: “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord.   
   
 Psalm 118:26, “Blessed be he who enters in the name of the Lord” but the people also acclaim Him as king. This is a great messianic demonstration, which infuriates the Pharisees.  
   
 Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.”   
   
 Their shouts echo the announcement made by the angel to the shepherds on Christmas night (Luke 2:14).  
   
 39    Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.”   
 40    He said in reply, “I tell you, if they keep silent, the stones will cry out!”  
   
 To the reproaches of the Pharisees, who are scandalized by the people’s shouts, our Lord replies in a phrase which sounds like a proverb; so obvious is His Messiahship that if men refused to recognize it, nature would proclaim it. In fact, when His friends were cowed on the hill of Calvary the earth trembled and the rocks split (Matthew 27:51). At other times our Lord imposed silence on those who want to proclaim Him King or Messiah; but now He adopts a different attitude: the moment has come for His divinity and His mission to be made public. 

 

1st Reading - Isaiah 50:4-7 

 
 Our first reading is from the third suffering servant song of the prophet Isaiah. This song tells how the Messiah will be treated when He comes.  
   
 4 The Lord GOD has given me a well-trained tongue,   
   
 A disciple’s tongue  
   
 That I might know how to speak to the weary   
   
 The Israelites  
   
 a word that will rouse them. Morning after morning he opens my ear that I may hear;   
   
 The servant must first be a disciple, prayerfully receiving God’s word, before he can presume to teach others. The suffering people are deaf to the saving Word of God that is being spoken (or fulfilled) through their suffering. Within the Israelite community there are saintly men who obediently listen to God’s word and yearn to speak it to others (these are called the prophets). Jesus said: “The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. The father who dwells in me is doing his works” (John 14:10).  
   
 5 And I have not rebelled, have not turned back. 6 I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; My face I did not shield from buffets and spitting.   
   
 Like the prophets before him, the servant is ignored and even maltreated.  
   
 7 The Lord GOD is my help, therefore I am not disgraced;   
   
 The word in the Hebrew for “disgraced” has the same root as “buffet” in the preceding verse and provides strong contrast.  
   
 I have set my face like flint, knowing that I shall not be put to shame.  
   
 A phrase which is frequent in prophetic preaching to denote steadfastness. It is all the more effective here in describing a face covered with spittle.  
   
 The Responsorial Psalm is one of the seven last words of Jesus on the cross and shows that He was praying the Psalms during His crucifixion and not despairing. 

 

2nd Reading - Philippians 2:6-11 

 
 Our 2nd reading has been called “The Christ Hymn” because of the distinctive qualities of this passage. It has a rhythmic character and a use of parallelism which have led to the view that Paul is quoting a hymn composed independently of Philippians (possibly originally in Aramaic). The hymn has a basic twofold structure: verses 6-8 describe Christ’s abasement; while verses 9-11, His exaltation.  
   
 6    Who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.   
   
 Christ, who existed from before the creation of the world, did not exploit His divinity for selfish gain. In Jewish tradition being like God meant immunity to death (Wisdom 2:23).   
   
 7    Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,   
   
 In emptying Himself He rendered Himself powerless – exactly as a slave is powerless. He did not empty Himself of divinity, but of the status of glory to which He had a right and which would be restored at His exaltation.  
   
 coming in human likeness;   
   
 What is translated here as “human likeness” can mean “identical copy” or “mere resemblance”. Identical copy is most likely it brings out the contrast of the fully divine becoming fully human as well.   
   
 and found human in appearance,  
   
 By being “human in appearance,” He came in human form.  
   
 8    he humbled himself,  
   
 The selfless attitude of Christ, shown in His original disposition to take on the slave-like, mortal human condition, continues throughout His human history.  
   
 becoming obedient to death,   
   
 Throughout His whole life, Christ lived out perfectly the demands of human existence before God. Death was not simply the terminal point of His obedience; it was the inevitable consequence of being both fully human and totally obedient in a world alienated from God.  
   
 even death on a cross.   
   
 Crucifixion, the form of execution reserved for slaves and those who had totally forfeited all civil rights, marked the extremity of human abasement.  
   
 9    Because of this, God greatly exalted him   
   
 The self-denying act of Christ is matched by the active response of God. His obedience is rewarded, not in the sense that it forced God’s hand but that God in His fidelity moved to vindicate (justify) the one who had placed himself so totally at the divine disposition. Beyond the exaltation of all the just, Christ is given the unique status of lordship over the universe. Notice that in this hymn there is no mention of the resurrection.  
   
 and bestowed on him the name that is above every name,   
   
 Explicit mention of the name is held back until the end of the hymn, but the name is Kyrios (Lord) which came to be substituted for YHWH in Christian copies of the Septuagint Old Testament. If God has bestowed the name on him, Jesus bears it without cost to strict monotheism – there is only one God.  
   
 10    that at the name of Jesus   
   
 Mention of Jesus now connotes the title and authority of universal Lord.  
   
 every knee should bend,   
   
 Isaiah 45:23. This hymn transfers to Christ the homage given to God alone.  
   
 of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,   
   
 The three levels of the universe according to ancient thought.  
 11    and every tongue confess   
   
 See Isaiah 45:23.  
   
 that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
   
 The climax of the hymn is the early Christian confession of faith (see 1 Corinthians 12:3; Romans 10:9). He who in selfless obedience took on the powerlessness of a slave now through divine commission and investiture holds universal lordship (see 1 Corinthians 3:21-23; Romans 14:9). 

 

Gospel - Luke 22:14 - 23:56 

 
 Saint Luke combines here two traditions: one, a farewell discourse to his disciples and the Church and the institution of the Eucharist (22:14-38); and second, Jesus’ passion, death, and burial (22:39-23:56).  
   
 The Eucharist was instituted at a Passover meal. At the Passover meal it was the custom for the youngest boy to ask the head of the household four times “What does this mean?” about the meal, the lamb, the unleavened bread, and the bitter herbs (see Exodus 12:26; 13:8-14). The father would answer in turn with the following texts of Scripture: Deuteronomy 26; Exodus 13; Exodus 12:29; Exodus 1:14. John was the youngest at the Last Supper.  
   
 22:14 When the hour came,   
   
 Here Saint Luke approaches Saint John’s understanding of “hour” as the completion of Jesus’ exodus and return to God.  
   
 he took his place at table with the apostles.   
   
 The Passover was eaten in a family setting; the apostles are Jesus’ family, just as we are His brothers and sisters who share in the common meal of the Eucharist.  
   
 15 He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, 16 for, I tell you, I shall not eat it (again) until there is fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”   
   
 These verses (15 and 16) occur only in Saint Luke’s account.  
   
 17 Then he took a cup,  
   
 The 2nd cup of the Passover meal. The sequence of a 1st century Palestinian Passover meal will help illuminate the verses which follow:  
 1)    Preliminary course, during which 1 cup of wine (the cup of thanksgiving) was drunk and a 2nd cup was poured;  
 2)    The Passover liturgy itself, in which the head of the family retold the story of the exodus, the unleavened bread was broken with half left on the plate and the other half (the afikomen) was taken away to be eaten at the end of the meal. The 2nd cup of wine was drunk.  
 3)    The meal proper. After the meal proper, the afikomen was broken, distributed to all present, and eaten. Then the 3rd cup of wine (the cup of blessing) was poured and drunk, and the fourth cup was poured.   
 4)    The conclusion. The great hallel was sung (Psalms 114-118) and the 4th cup (the cup of consummation) was drunk.  
   
 gave thanks, and said, “Take this and share it among yourselves; 18 for I tell you (that) from this time on I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of  
 God comes.” 19 Then he took the bread,   
   
 The afikomen. In the Passover liturgy the head of the house took the bread for distribution as a symbol of how he provided for his own. Jesus now provides not bread, but His own body to sustain his family.  
   
 said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, AThis is my body,   
   
 The bread of eternal life promised at Capernaum a year earlier.  
   
 which will be given for you; do this   
   
 Do what Jesus has just done; transubstantiate the bread into His body. This is the institution of the ordained priesthood.  
   
 in memory of me.”   
   
 To the Jews, this was not recalling fond memories, but offering a memorial sacrifice, a sacrifice which makes the event present again. The Passover meal was a memorial sacrifice which made the participants present at the original Passover meal in Egypt.  
   
 20    And likewise the cup after they had eaten,   
   
 The 3rd cup, the cup of blessing.   
   
 saying, “This cup is the new covenant   
   
 The only time in the New Testament where Jesus refers to “covenant” is at the Last Supper, at the institution of the Eucharist.  
   
 in my blood, which will be shed for you.”   
 Covenants were solemnized with a sacrificial meal which was shared among the members of the enlarged family.  
   
 21    “And yet behold, the hand of the one who is to betray me is with me on the table;   
   
 This perhaps is a reference to Psalm 41:9 (41:10 in the New American Bible) “even my friend who had my trust and partook of my bread, has raised his heel against me.” Judas’ name is not specifically mentioned; perhaps as a reminder to all that every sin is like Judas’, in that in effect it uses the hand that is with Christ on the Eucharistic table to strike against him.  
   
 22    for the Son of Man indeed goes as it has been determined;  
   
 What is to be done by Judas effects what God knows must be done for our salvation.   
   
 but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed.” 23 And they began to debate among themselves who among them would do such a deed.   
   
 In contrast to Mark 14:19, the disciples do not question Jesus about betrayal, but one another.  
   
 24    Then an argument broke out among them about which of them should be regarded as the greatest.   
   
 What Saint Mark places during Jesus’ journey (Mark 10:42-45), Saint Luke places at the Last Supper.  
   
 25    He said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them and those in authority over them are addressed as ‘Benefactors’;   
   
 Perhaps a reference to church officials (see Acts 15:22; Hebrews 13:7,17,24).  
   
 26    but among you it shall not be so. Rather, let the greatest among you be as the youngest, and the leader as the servant. 27 For who is greater: the one seated at table or the one who serves?  
   
 This recalls John 13:1-21 where Jesus washed the feet of His disciples. Leaders are to adopt Jesus’ lifestyle of leadership.  
   
 Is it not the one seated at table? I am among you as the one who serves. 28 It is you who have stood by me in my trials;   
   
 Not in His temptation the desert, but the opposition and questions He has encountered throughout His public life. His disciples have stood and continue to stand steadfastly by Him.  
   
 29    and I confer a kingdom on you, just as my Father has conferred one on me,   
   
 The word translated as “confer” comes from the same Greek word as “covenant.” This has the language of a last will and testament (“I bequeath to...”). The Christology implied in this imagery is profound: Jesus, the king, has gone through death and has been vindicated by His Father with the gift of heavenly rule. In the conferral of the kingdom on the apostles we see that the Church participates in the kingdom through Jesus’ death – the sacrifice which opened heaven for us.  
   
 30    that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom; and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.   
   
 The apostles especially, as Acts shows, Peter and John will have authority over the reconstituted Israel; that authority is rooted in Jesus’ farewell gift to the Church.  
   
 31    ASimon, Simon, behold Satan has demanded  
   
 Saint Luke now contrasts the effects of Satan’s attacks will have on Judas and Peter.  
   
 to sift all of you like wheat,  
   
 Notice that He is speaking in the plural here, all the apostles will be attacked.  
   
 32    but I have prayed that your own faith may not fail;   
   
 Here, the address is in the singular – Peter.  
   
 and once you have turned back, you must strengthen your brothers.”   
   
 Your fellow Christians who form the Church, the family of God  
   
 33    He said to him, “Lord, I am prepared to go to prison and to die with you.” 34 But he replied, “I tell you, Peter, before the cock crows this day,   
   
 The 3rd Roman watch extended from midnight to 3 AM. The cockcrow can be a semi-official way of referring to 3 AM.  
   
 you will deny three times that you know me.”   
   
 In verses 24-27 there was much ado about who was the greatest. Now we see how the greatest is tested and fails. The Lucan Jesus is making it clear to the reader of the gospel that no disciple, not even the one for whom Jesus has prayed, will be safe from a test to his/her loyalty and fidelity.  
 35 He said to them, “When I sent you forth without a money bag or a sack or sandals, were you in need of anything?”   
   
 The actual reference is not to the sending out of the apostles in Luke 9:3, but to the sending out of the 70 (72) disciples in Luke 10:4.  
   
 “No, nothing,” they replied. 36 He said to them, “But now one who has a money bag should take it, and likewise a sack, and one who does not have a sword should sell his cloak and buy one. 37 For I tell you that this scripture must be fulfilled in me, namely, ‘He was counted among the wicked’;   
   
 Isaiah 53:12. Jesus refers to Himself as the suffering servant as portrayed in the suffering servant songs. What Jesus is about is in God’s plan.  
   
 and indeed what is written about me is coming to fulfillment.” 38 Then they said, “Lord, look, there are two swords here.”  
   
 Luke doesn’t do things singly. The disciples take Jesus literally and fail to grasp the hidden depth of meaning about opposition from others and service to them throughout the long period of time until the parousia.    
   
 But he replied, “It is enough!”   
   
 Enough of this! It seems that Jesus speaks the word with a sign of frustration and sadness, almost failure.  
   
 39 Then going out he went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives,  
   
 Jesus stayed on the Mount of Olives but went into Jerusalem to preach and teach.  
   
 and the disciples followed him. 40 When he arrived at the place he said to them, “Pray that you may not undergo the test.”   
   
 Be tempted, sifted. What is involved is entry into Satan’s field of force with the result of apostasy.  
   
 41    After withdrawing about a stone’s throw from them and kneeling, he prayed,   
   
 Jesus does not use the normal Jewish posture for prayer, standing; rather, He assumes the posture of humility and kneels.  
   
 42    saying, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me;   
   
 The 4th cup of the Passover liturgy, the cup of consummation. Jesus knows that as soon as He drinks this cup He will become the sacrifice which institutes the New Covenant.  
   
 still, not my will but yours be done.”   
   
 Perfect submission to God’s plan  
   
 43    (And to strengthen him an angel from heaven appeared to him. 44 He was in such agony and he prayed so fervently that his sweat became like drops of blood falling on the ground.)   
   
 These two verses are missing in the most important manuscripts. However, the angel is seen as strengthening Jesus in His acceptance of His mission and the sweat is seen as that of an athlete who gives his everything to achieve the moral victory.  
   
 45    When he rose from prayer and returned to his disciples, he found them sleeping from grief.   
   
 Crippling fear in the face of impending conflict which leads to loss of strength, shrinking to the ground, and contraction in sleep  
   
 46    He said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not undergo the test.” 47 While he was still speaking, a crowd approached and in front was one of the Twelve, a man named Judas.   
   
 An implicit contrast is drawn between Peter the leader and Judas the leader.  
   
 He went up to Jesus to kiss him.   
   
 The oriental form of greeting becomes the sign of treachery.  
   
 48 Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 His disciples realized what was about to happen, and they asked, “Lord, shall we strike with a sword?”   
   
 A reference to the two swords of verse 38  
   
 50 And one of them   
   
 Peter, according to John 18:10  
   
 struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus said in reply, “Stop, no more of this!”   
   
 “Enough!” The same response as to the two swords. Jesus does not succumb to the temptation of abandoning His nonviolent ministry and using violence.   
 Then he touched the servant’s ear and healed him.   
   
 This is the only miracle in the passion and demonstrates that Jesus is not only the Savior in His pre-Jerusalem ministry, but also during His passion. He heals even an enemy! Such is the nature of the compassionate God proclaimed by Jesus.  
   
 52    And Jesus said to the chief priests and temple guards and elders who had come for him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs?   
   
 Nonviolence is overcome, for the moment, by violence.  
   
 53    Day after day I was with you in the temple area, and you did not seize me; but this is your hour, the time for the power of darkness.”  
   
 Jesus is the truth, the light of the world. Satan is the prince of darkness.  
   
 54    After arresting him they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest; Peter was following at a distance. 55 They lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat around it,  
   
 John 18:18 tells us this was a charcoal fire beside which Peter denied Christ three times. The only other mention of a charcoal fire is on the beach in John 21:9 where Peter affirms his loyalty three times.  
   
 and Peter sat down with them. 56 When a maid saw him seated in the light, she looked intently at him and said, “This man too was with him.” 57 But he denied it saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” 58 A short while later someone else saw him and said, “You too are one of them”; but Peter answered, “My friend, I am not.” 59 About an hour later, still another insisted, “Assuredly, this man too was with him, for he also is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “My friend, I do not know what you are talking about.” Just as he was saying this, the cock crowed,  
   
 Jesus’ prophecy of verse 34 is fulfilled.  
   
 61 and the Lord turned and looked at Peter;   
   
 A look of compassion  
   
 and Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 He went out and began to weep bitterly.   
   
 Jesus’ prayer has been effective by preserving Peter in his sifting. There is an implicit contrast with Judas – Peter repented of his deed, Judas did not.  
   
 63    The men who held Jesus in custody were ridiculing and beating him.  
   
 What Jesus had predicted (Mark 10:34) now comes to pass; He is mocked.  
   
 64    They blindfolded him and questioned him, saying, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?”   
   
 Luke plays on his theme of Jesus, the rejected prophet. Luke’s irony is supreme: Jesus is mocked as a prophet just after one of His prophesies, Peter’s denial, has been fulfilled.  
   
 65    And they reviled him in saying many other things against him. 66 When day came the council of elders of the people met, both chief priests and scribes, and they brought him before their Sanhedrin.   
   
 The Lucan account of the trial differs markedly from Mark’s: Luke’s is a morning trial, there are no false witnesses, there is no claim that Jesus claimed to destroy the temple, the entire Sanhedrin handles Jesus’ trial in contrast to Mark’s singling out the High Priest as spokesman. Jewish custom forbade night trials on serious charges; such charges had no legal validity. Luke’s purpose is to describe a solemn, valid, and formal trial of Jesus by Israel. Jesus’ witness at His trial becomes the model for the witness of Peter (Acts 4-5), Stephen (Acts 6-7), and of Paul (Acts 21-26) at their trials; trials which were predicted by Jesus.  
   
 67 They said, “If you are the Messiah, tell us,”   
   
 The title of “Messiah” stresses the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises.  
   
 but he replied to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, 68 and if I question, you will not respond. 69 But from this time on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.”   
   
 The fulfillment of Psalm 110:1  
   
 70 They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?”   
   
 The Sanhedrin meant no more by this title than it signified in the Old Testament: the specially chosen one, the Davidic king. In the Sanhedrin’s eyes, that Jesus should claim such a privilege insulted God; for this humiliated, rejected man to presume to reveal and mediate the Lord’s glory to Israel was the supreme irreverence to God.  
   
 He replied to them, “You say that I am.” 71 Then they said, “What further need have we for testimony? We have heard it from his own mouth.”   
   
 Deuteronomy 17:6 requires the testimony two or more witnesses to put a person to death; here, they believe that they have a confession..  
   
 23:1 Then the whole assembly of them arose and brought him before Pilate.   
   
 Pontius Pilate was prefect of Judea from A.D. 26 to A.D. 36. The Roman prefect has the authority to pronounce a sentence of death by crucifixion upon a criminal.  
   
 2    They brought charges against him, saying, “We found this man misleading our people; he opposes the payment of taxes to Caesar and maintains that he is the Messiah, a king.”  
   
 The charges against Jesus are not based on reality. Jesus did not forbid payment of the imperial tax (see Luke 20:20-25). His kingship (see Luke 19:38; 22:24-35; 23:35,37,39) is not a political one.  
   
 3    Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He said to him in reply, “You say so.”   
   
 Pilate must have understood Jesus’ answer as a denial; Jesus certainly was not the kind of messiah or king Pilate imagined.  
   
 4    Pilate then addressed the chief priests and the crowds, “I find this man not guilty.”   
   
 Pilate pronounces acquittal for Jesus.  
   
 5    But they were adamant and said, “He is inciting the people with his teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to here.” 6 On hearing this Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean; 7 and upon learning that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod who was in Jerusalem at that time.   
   
 Herod Antiapas normally went up to Jerusalem for the Passover, staying in his own palace in the center of the city. By sending Jesus to Herod, Pilate is trying to rid himself of a troublesome case and build up a friendship useful to his own political career.  
   
 8    Herod was very glad to see Jesus; he had been wanting to see him for a long time, for he had heard about him and had been hoping to see him perform some sign.   
   
 The “seeing” Herod brings to Jesus contrasts with the “seeing” of faith.  
   
 9    He questioned him at length, but he gave him no answer.   
   
 Jesus remains silent. It is the silence of the innocently suffering righteous servant of Isaiah 53:7; it is the silence born of profound trust in a faithful God.  
   
 10    The chief priests and scribes, meanwhile, stood by accusing him harshly. 11 (Even) Herod and his soldiers treated him contemptuously and mocked him, and after clothing him in resplendent garb, he sent him back to Pilate. 12 Herod and Pilate became friends that very day, even though they had been enemies formerly.   
   
 Even when He seems powerless, Jesus is able to effect a saving work; that of reconciliation between enemies.  
   
 13    Pilate then summoned the chief priests, the rulers, and the people   
   
 All Israel is present.  
   
 14    and said to them, “You brought this man to me and accused him of inciting the people to revolt. I have conducted my investigation in your presence and have not found this man guilty of the charges you have brought against him, 15 nor did Herod, for he sent him back to us. So no capital crime has been committed by him. 16 Therefore I shall have him flogged and then release him.”   
   
 The fullness of the judicial procedure engaged in by Pilate is manifest; arrest, charges, examination, verdict of innocent, supporting verdict of Herod, acquittal of Jesus, judicial warning. Luke has taken considerable pains to present Jesus’ hearings before Pilate as forensic trials, legally correct in all aspects, and readily recognizable as such.  
   
 17    This verse “He was obliged to release one prisoner for them at the festival,” is not believed to be part of the original text of Luke. It seems to be an explanatory gloss from Mark 15:6 and Matthew 27:15 and is not found in many early and important Greek manuscripts. Outside of the gospels there is no direct attestation of the practice.  
   
 18    But all together they shouted out, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us.” 19 (Now Barabbas had been imprisoned for a rebellion that had taken place in the city and for murder.)   
   
 The name “Barabbas” means “Son of the Father.” It is probably a nickname. The crowd calls for his release and rejects He who is really The Father’s Son.  
   
 20 Again Pilate addressed them, still wishing to release Jesus, 21 but they continued their shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 22 Pilate addressed them a third time, “What evil has this man done? I found him guilty of no capital crime. Therefore I shall have him flogged and then release him.”   
   
 For the last time Pilate pronounces Jesus innocent.  
   
 23 With loud shouts, however, they persisted in calling for his crucifixion,  
   
 This is the third time (verses 18 and 21) that the entire Israel will demand Jesus’ death.  
   
 and their voices prevailed. 24 The verdict of Pilate was that their demand should be granted. 25 So he released the man who had been imprisoned for rebellion and murder, for whom they asked, and he handed Jesus over to them to deal with as they wished.   
   
 This is not a judicial sentence. The Lucan Pilate had already pronounced Jesus innocent. Thus, Saint Luke lessens Roman involvement in Jesus’ condemnation and crucifixion.  
   
 26    As they led him away   
   
 The grammatical antecedent to “they” is “the high priests, leaders, and the people.” Unlike Mark, who has the Roman soldiers doing this, Saint Luke again softens Roman involvement.  
   
 they took hold of a certain Simon, a Cyrenian, who was coming in from the country;   
   
 The Greek word translated here can mean “to compel” or “lay friendly hands on” as for healing or recommendation. No one is compelled to become a disciple; the call is free. As in Simon of Cyrene’s case, it can come quite unexpectedly.  
   
 and after laying the cross on him, they made him carry it behind Jesus.   
   
 This is discipleship terminology; they are to become followers.  
   
 27    A large crowd of people followed Jesus, including many women who mourned and lamented him.   
   
 The piety of these women shows that Jesus had friends as well as enemies. If we bear in mind that Jewish traditions, as recorded in the Talmud, forbade wailing for people condemned to death, we will appreciate the value of these women’s gesture.  
   
 28    Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep instead for yourselves and for your children,   
   
 Jesus issues a stern warning that Jerusalemites repent of their rejection of Him, the innocent and righteous one, God’s prophet. Otherwise God’s punishment will visit them.  
   
 29    for indeed, the days are coming when people will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed.’   
   
 Luke expresses the punishment in language which startles those who consider bearing children a singular blessing.  
   
 30    At that time people will say to the mountains, ‘Fall upon us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’   
   
 Language of Hosea 10:8 for the chastisement of the sin of Israel  
   
 31    for if these things are done when the wood is green what will happen when it is dry?”   
   
 A proverb: If they have done this to Jesus, one who is life giving, what will happen to the dead, unrepentant Jerusalem?  
   
 32 Now two others, both criminals, were led away with him to be executed. 33 When they came to the place called the Skull,   
   
 The Aramaic name is Golgotha. From the Latin for skull, calvaria, comes the English word “Calvary.”  Hebrew legend has it that Adam’s skull was buried there:   
   
 “On a nearby hill, Shem, the son of Noah, interred the skull of Adam, which he had taken with him into the ark and guarded during the flood. Since then the hill is called Golgotha – the Skull” (Legends of Jerusalem by Zev Vilnay, Jewish Publication Society, Philadelphia, 1973, page 70).   
   
 That this place was outside the city walls depends upon such texts as Hebrews 13:12f and Luke 20:15.  
   
 they crucified him and the criminals there, one on his right, the other on his left. 34 (Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.”)  
   
 Although He had sternly warned the Jerusalemites to repent in verse 28, Jesus asks for their forgiveness because of ignorance.  
   
 They divided his garments by casting lots.   
   
 What happens to Jesus is in fulfillment of Psalm 22:18, one of the psalms of the innocently suffering righteous one. Jesus was stripped naked. Persons whose liberty had been definitively taken away lost the capacity to wear clothing. Such people were prisoners and slaves (see Deuteronomy 28:48; Isaiah 20:2-4), prostitutes (Ezekiel 16:38-40), demented people (1 Samuel 19:23-24), and damned folks (1 Samuel 28:14). To be deprived of one’s clothing was to lose one’s identity. There does not seem to be any evidence that the Romans allowed a loincloth on the Jewish crucified lest Jewish sensitivities be offended.  
   
 35 The people stood by and watched; the rulers, meanwhile, sneered at him   
   
 Luke draws a contrast between the people, who contemplate the last events of Jesus’ life, and the religious rulers who scoff at Jesus.   
   
 and said, AHe saved others, let him save himself  
   
 See Psalm 22:7-8; Wisdom 2:18. Jesus is tempted to save His life not by giving it away but by holding on to it. The only thing which kept Jesus on the cross was His love for us; the nails did not keep Him there.   
   
 if he is the chosen one, the Messiah of God.”   
   
 A true statement  
   
 36    Even the soldiers jeered at him. As they approached to offer him wine  
   
 We are told elsewhere that this was sour wine, vinegar. The soldier’s actions are in accord with another of the psalms of the innocently suffering righteous one, Psalm 69:21.  
   
 37    they called out, AIf you are King of the Jews,   
   
 Another true statement. Luke ironically places the Christian confession of faith on the lips of Jesus’ mockers.   
   
 save yourself.” 38 Above him there was an inscription that read, “This is the King of the Jews.” 39 Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us.” 40 The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, “Have you no fear of God, for you are subject to the same condemnation?   
   
 The “good” thief initiates the positive responses to Jesus.  
   
 41    And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal.”   
   
 Again, the theme of Jesus’ innocence is sounded.  
   
 42    Then he said, “Jesus,   
   
 Luke continues his confession, via titles, of the meaning of Jesus crucified; only in the name of Jesus is there salvation (see Acts 4:12).  
   
 remember me when you come into your kingdom.”   
   
 The only deathbed conversion in Scripture. Jesus’ kingly rule is begun by His death and resurrection. The thief has deep faith that the dying Jesus is truly a king and can dispense the pardon and mercy which only a king can.  
   
 43    He replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me  
   
 An acquittal uttered by Him who is the one ordained by God to be the judge of the living and the dead (Acts 10:42) reveals that He is God: He has power over man’s eternal destiny. in Paradise.”   
   
 Return to original creation, the eating of the fruit of the tree of life, fellowship with the righteous. The gates of paradise have been reopened by the obedience of the New Adam.  
   
 44    It was now about noon and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon 45 because of an eclipse of the sun. Then the veil of the temple was torn down the middle.   
   
 God’s creation and the Jewish temple give their response to the meaning of Jesus’ death. In Amos 8:9 the day of judgment comes with darkness at noon. God’s judgment against evil occurs in Jesus’ death. The curtain separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place. The Holy of Holies was the abode of God and only the High Priest could enter and then only once a year, on the Day of Atonement. In Jesus, all now have access to God.   
   
 46 Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit”;   
   
 He quotes Psalm 31:5 (31:6 in the New American Bible).  
   
 and when he had said this he breathed his last. 47 The centurion   
   
 Literally, “over 100 men.” It is interesting to note that each of these Roman professional soldiers who is mentioned in the New Testament appears as an honest and kindly man.  
   
 who witnessed what had happened   
   
 With the free gift of faith this Gentile sees the inner significance of Jesus’ forgiveness of His enemies, His fidelity to God during temptation, and His mercy to a repentant thief.  
   
 glorified God and said, “This man was innocent beyond doubt.”   
   
 Righteous. Through His righteous conduct Jesus has shown He is God’s Son.  
   
 48    When all the people who had gathered for this spectacle saw what had happened, they returned home beating their breasts;  
   
 The people repent of their action against Jesus, whereas the religious leaders remain firm in their decision.  
   
 49    but all his acquaintances stood at a distance,  
   
 In contrast to Mark (14:50) the disciples do not abandon Jesus. They are present at His cross.   
   
 including the women who had followed him from Galilee and saw these events.   
   
 The mention of Galilee is not just a geographical reference but a notation of discipleship; Jesus public ministry started in Galilee.  
   
 50    Now there was a virtuous and righteous man named Joseph who, though he was a member of the council, 51 had not consented to their plan of action.  
   
 Joseph, a member of the Jewish ruling body, despite inferences earlier (23:1) did not make the decision to put Jesus to death unanimous.  
   
 He came from the Jewish town of Arimathea and was awaiting the kingdom of God.   
   
 Kingdom of God. The theme which flows throughout this gospel. Jesus, by His death, brings us God’s kingdom.  
   
 52 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 After he had taken the body down, he wrapped it in a linen cloth   
   
 The symbol of immortality; it came from flax, which came from the life giving earth. In the hope of the resurrection Joseph clothes Jesus in linen.  
   
 and laid him in a rock-hewn tomb in which no one had yet been buried.   
   
 The crucified innocent and righteous Jesus is not tossed into a common grave, but is given a burial fitting one who is God’s Messiah, Chosen One, and King of the Jews.  
   
 54    It was the day of preparation, and the sabbath was about to begin.   
   
 The Passover occurred on 14 Nisan, at sunset after the slaughtering of the lambs; the Feast of Unleavened Bread began on 15 Nisan and lasted for a week. The day of preparation was Friday, the day to prepare for the Sabbath day in addition to being the first day of the feast of unleavened bread. Rabbinical law allowed on that day the care of a dead body, but not the digging of a grave. In caring for the corpse of Jesus, Joseph became unclean for taking part in sacred ceremonies.  
   
 55    The women who had come from Galilee with him followed behind, and when they had seen the tomb and the way in which his body was laid in it, 56 they returned and prepared spices and perfumed oils. Then they rested on the sabbath according to the commandment.   
   
 These holy women, who were familiar with the material poverty of our Lord, do not skimp in showing veneration for the body of the Lord. 
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Sunday (April 13):  Blessed Is the King Who Comes in the Name of the LordMeditation: Does the King of glory find a welcome entry in your home and heart? Jesus went to Jerusalem knowing full well what awaited him - betrayal, rejection, and crucifixion. The people of Jerusalem, however, were ready to hail him as their Messianic King! Little did they know what it would cost this king to usher in his kingdom. Jesus' entry into Jerusalem astride a colt was a direct fulfillment of the Messianic prophecy of Zechariah (9:9): Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, and riding on an donkey and upon a colt the foal of a donkey.
Those who believe, hope, and love receive Christ's kingdom of peace and eternal life
The colt was a sign of peace. Jesus enters Jerusalem in meekness and humility, as the Messianic King who offers victory and peace to his people. That victory and peace would be secured in the cross and resurrection which would soon take place at the time of Passover.

Augustine, the great 5th century church father, comments on the significance of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem: "The master of humility is Christ who humbled himself and became obedient even to death, even the death of the cross. Thus he does not lose his divinity when he teaches us humility... What great thing was it to the king of the ages to become the king of humanity? For Christ was not the king of Israel so that he might exact a tax or equip an army with weaponry and visibly vanquish an enemy. He was the king of Israel in that he rules minds, in that he gives counsel for eternity, in that he leads into the kingdom of heaven for those who believe, hope, and love. It is a condescension, not an advancement for one who is the Son of God, equal to the Father, the Word through whom all things were made, to become king of Israel. It is an indication of pity, not an increase in power." ( Tractates on John 51.3-4)
Psalm 24 is another prophetic passage which echoes this triumphal procession of the King of glory: Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.
Jesus Christ came to bring us the kingdom of God. He is the true King who offers peace, joy, and everlasting life for those who accept his kingship. Does the King of glory find a welcome entry in your heart and home? Do your walls echo with the praise of his glory?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, be the King and Ruler of my heart, mind, life, and home. May my life reflect your meekness and humility that you may be honored as the King of glory!



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 14, 2025

Monday of Holy Week

Reading 1

Isaiah 42:1-7

Here is my servant whom I uphold,
 my chosen one with whom I am pleased,
 Upon whom I have put my Spirit;
 he shall bring forth justice to the nations,
 Not crying out, not shouting,
 not making his voice heard in the street.
 A bruised reed he shall not break,
 and a smoldering wick he shall not quench,
 Until he establishes justice on the earth;
 the coastlands will wait for his teaching.

Thus says God, the LORD,
 who created the heavens and stretched them out,
 who spreads out the earth with its crops,
 Who gives breath to its people
 and spirit to those who walk on it:
 I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice,
 I have grasped you by the hand;
 I formed you, and set you
 as a covenant of the people,
 a light for the nations,
 To open the eyes of the blind,
 to bring out prisoners from confinement,
 and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14

R. (1a) The Lord is my light and my salvation.

The LORD is my light and my salvation;
 whom should I fear?
 The LORD is my life's refuge;
 of whom should I be afraid?

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

When evildoers come at me
 to devour my flesh,
 My foes and my enemies
 themselves stumble and fall.

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Though an army encamp against me,
 my heart will not fear;
 Though war be waged upon me,
 even then will I trust.

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

I believe that I shall see the bounty of the LORD
 in the land of the living.
 Wait for the LORD with courage;
 be stouthearted, and wait for the LORD.

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Verse Before the Gospel

Hail to you, our King;
 you alone are compassionate with our faults.

Gospel

John 12:1-11

Six days before Passover Jesus came to Bethany,
 where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.
 They gave a dinner for him there, and Martha served,
 while Lazarus was one of those reclining at table with him.
 Mary took a liter of costly perfumed oil
 made from genuine aromatic nard
 and anointed the feet of Jesus and dried them with her hair;
 the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil.
 Then Judas the Iscariot, one of his disciples,
 and the one who would betray him, said,
 "Why was this oil not sold for three hundred days' wages
 and given to the poor?"
 He said this not because he cared about the poor
 but because he was a thief and held the money bag
 and used to steal the contributions.
 So Jesus said, "Leave her alone.
 Let her keep this for the day of my burial.
 You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me."

The large crowd of the Jews found out that he was there and came,
 not only because of him, but also to see Lazarus,
 whom he had raised from the dead.
 And the chief priests plotted to kill Lazarus too,
 because many of the Jews were turning away
 and believing in Jesus because of him.

Reflection



Lectionary for Mass, Copyright © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.





  


Monday (April 14):  Extravagant Love for JesusMeditation: Do you know the love that knows no bounds? As Jesus dines with his beloved friends, Mary does something which only love can do. She took the most precious thing she had and spent it all on Jesus. Her love was not calculated but extravagant. Mary's action was motivated by one thing, and one thing only, namely, her love for Jesus and her gratitude for God's mercy. She did something, however, a Jewish woman would never do in public. She loosed her hair and anointed Jesus with her tears. It was customary for a woman on her wedding day to bound her hair. For a married woman to loosen her hair in public was a sign of grave immodesty. Mary was oblivious to all around her, except for Jesus. She took no thought for what others would think, but what would please her Lord. In humility she stooped to anoint Jesus' feet and to dry them with her hair. How do you anoint the Lord's feet and show him your love and gratitude?

Love unbounded and poured out in gratitude
The Gospel of John records that the whole house was filled with the perfume of the ointment (John 12:3). What Mary had done brought sweetness not only in the physical sense, but the spiritual sense as well. Her lovely deed shows the extravagance of love - a love that we cannot outmatch. The Lord Jesus showed us the extravagance of his love in giving the best he had by pouring out his own blood for our sake and by anointing us with his Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul says that nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:39). Do you allow the love of Christ to rule in all your thoughts and intentions, and in all your words and deeds?

The cost to the giver shows the true beauty and goodness of a heart filled with love and gratitude
Why was Judas critical of Mary's lovely deed? Judas viewed her act as extravagant wastefulness because of greed. A person views things according to what it inside the heart and soul. Judas was an embittered man and had a warped sense of what was precious and valuable, especially to God. Jesus had put Judas in charge of their common purse, no doubt because he was gifted in financial matters. The greatest temptation we can face will often come in the area of our greatest strength or gifting. Judas used money entrusted to him for wrong and hurtful purposes. He allowed greed and personal gain to corrupt his heart and to warp his view of things. He was critical towards Mary because he imputed unworthy motives. Do you examine your heart correctly when you impute wrong or unworthy motives towards others?

Prayer: Give us, Lord, a lively faith, a firm hope, a fervent charity, a love of you. Take from us all lukewarmness in meditation, dullness in prayer. Give us fervor and delight in thinking of you and your grace, your tender compassion towards me. The things we pray for, good Lord, give us grace to labor for: through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Prayer of Sir Thomas More, 16th century)



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 15, 2025

Tuesday of Holy Week

Reading 1

Isaiah 49:1-6

Hear me, O islands,
 listen, O distant peoples.
 The LORD called me from birth,
 from my mother's womb he gave me my name.
 He made of me a sharp-edged sword
 and concealed me in the shadow of his arm.
 He made me a polished arrow,
 in his quiver he hid me.
 You are my servant, he said to me,
 Israel, through whom I show my glory.

Though I thought I had toiled in vain,
 and for nothing, uselessly, spent my strength,
 Yet my reward is with the LORD,
 my recompense is with my God.
 For now the LORD has spoken
 who formed me as his servant from the womb,
 That Jacob may be brought back to him
 and Israel gathered to him;
 And I am made glorious in the sight of the LORD,
 and my God is now my strength!
 It is too little, he says, for you to be my servant,
 to raise up the tribes of Jacob,
 and restore the survivors of Israel;
 I will make you a light to the nations,
 that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17

R. (see 15ab) I will sing of your salvation.

In you, O LORD, I take refuge;
 let me never be put to shame.
 In your justice rescue me, and deliver me;
 incline your ear to me, and save me.

R. I will sing of your salvation.

Be my rock of refuge,
 a stronghold to give me safety,
 for you are my rock and my fortress.
 O my God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked.

R. I will sing of your salvation.

For you are my hope, O LORD;
 my trust, O God, from my youth.
 On you I depend from birth;
 from my mother's womb you are my strength.

R. I will sing of your salvation.

My mouth shall declare your justice,
 day by day your salvation.
 O God, you have taught me from my youth,
 and till the present I proclaim your wondrous deeds.

R. I will sing of your salvation.

Verse Before the Gospel

Hail to you, our King, obedient to the Father;
 you were led to your crucifixion like a gentle lamb to the slaughter.

Gospel

John 13:21-33, 36-38

Reclining at table with his disciples, Jesus was deeply troubled and testified,
 "Amen, amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me."
 The disciples looked at one another, at a loss as to whom he meant.
 One of his disciples, the one whom Jesus loved,
 was reclining at Jesus' side.
 So Simon Peter nodded to him to find out whom he meant.
 He leaned back against Jesus' chest and said to him,
 "Master, who is it?"
 Jesus answered,
 "It is the one to whom I hand the morsel after I have dipped it."
 So he dipped the morsel and took it and handed it to Judas,
 son of Simon the Iscariot.
 After Judas took the morsel, Satan entered him.
 So Jesus said to him, "What you are going to do, do quickly."
 Now none of those reclining at table realized why he said this to him.
 Some thought that since Judas kept the money bag, Jesus had told him,
 "Buy what we need for the feast,"
 or to give something to the poor.
 So Judas took the morsel and left at once. And it was night.

When he had left, Jesus said,
 "Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him.
 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself,
 and he will glorify him at once.
 My children, I will be with you only a little while longer.
 You will look for me, and as I told the Jews,
 'Where I go you cannot come,' so now I say it to you."

Simon Peter said to him, "Master, where are you going?"
 Jesus answered him,
 "Where I am going, you cannot follow me now,
 though you will follow later."
 Peter said to him,
 "Master, why can I not follow you now?
 I will lay down my life for you."
 Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for me?
 Amen, amen, I say to you, the cock will not crow
 before you deny me three times."

Reflection
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Tuesday (April 15):  Betrayal and Faltering Loyalty to JesusMeditation: Jesus' disciples were put to the test as Jesus prepared to make the final and ultimate sacrifice of his own life for their sake and for all the world. What was different between Peter and Judas? Judas deliberately betrayed his Master while Peter, in a moment of weakness, denied him with an oath and a curse. Judas' act was cold and calculated. Peter, however, never meant to do what he did. He acted impulsively, out of weakness and cowardice. Jesus knew both the strength of Peter's loyalty and the weakness of his resolution. He had a habit of speaking with his heart without thinking through the implications of what he was saying.

Disordered love leads to hurtful desires and wrong deeds
The treachery of Judas, however, is seen at its worst when Jesus makes his appeal by showing special affection to him at his last supper. John says that Satan entered into Judas when he rejected Jesus and left to pursue his evil course. Satan can twist love and turn it into hate. He can turn holiness into pride, discipline into cruelty, affection into complacency. We must be on our guard lest Satan turn us from the love of God and the path which God has chosen for us.

God never withholds his persevering grace and strength to those who cling to him
The Holy Spirit will give us grace and strength in our time of testing. If we submit to Jesus we will walk in the light of his truth and love. If we turn our backs on him we will stumble and fall in the ways of sin and darkness. Are you ready to follow Jesus in his way of the cross?

Prayer: Give me, O Lord, a steadfast heart which no unworthy thought can drag downwards; an unconquered heart which no tribulation can wear out; an upright heart which no unworthy purpose may tempt aside. Bestow upon me also, O Lord my God, understanding to know you, diligence to seek you, wisdom to find you, and a faithfulness that may finally embrace you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. (Prayer of Thomas Aquinas)
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April 16, 2025

Wednesday of Holy Week

Reading 1

Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord GOD has given me
 a well-trained tongue,
 That I might know how to speak to the weary
 a word that will rouse them.
 Morning after morning
 he opens my ear that I may hear;
 And I have not rebelled,
 have not turned back.
 I gave my back to those who beat me,
 my cheeks to those who plucked my beard;
 My face I did not shield
 from buffets and spitting.

The Lord GOD is my help,
 therefore I am not disgraced;
 I have set my face like flint,
 knowing that I shall not be put to shame.
 He is near who upholds my right;
 if anyone wishes to oppose me,
 let us appear together.
 Who disputes my right?
 Let him confront me.
 See, the Lord GOD is my help;
 who will prove me wrong?

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34

R. (14c) Lord, in your great love, answer me.

For your sake I bear insult,
 and shame covers my face.
 I have become an outcast to my brothers,
 a stranger to my mother's sons,
 because zeal for your house consumes me,
 and the insults of those who blaspheme you fall upon me.

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.

Insult has broken my heart, and I am weak,
 I looked for sympathy, but there was none;
 for consolers, not one could I find.
 Rather they put gall in my food,
 and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.

I will praise the name of God in song,
 and I will glorify him with thanksgiving:
 "See, you lowly ones, and be glad;
 you who seek God, may your hearts revive!
 For the LORD hears the poor,
 and his own who are in bonds he spurns not."

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.

Verse Before the Gospel

Hail to you, our King;
 you alone are compassionate with our errors.

Or
 Hail to you, our King, obedient to the Father;
 you were led to your crucifixion like a gentle lamb to the slaughter.

Gospel

Matthew 26:14-25

One of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot,
 went to the chief priests and said,
 "What are you willing to give me
 if I hand him over to you?"
 They paid him thirty pieces of silver,
 and from that time on he looked for an opportunity to hand him over.

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread,
 the disciples approached Jesus and said,
 "Where do you want us to prepare
 for you to eat the Passover?"
 He said,
 "Go into the city to a certain man and tell him,
 'The teacher says, "My appointed time draws near;
 in your house I shall celebrate the Passover with my disciples.""'
 The disciples then did as Jesus had ordered,
 and prepared the Passover.

When it was evening,
 he reclined at table with the Twelve.
 And while they were eating, he said,
 "Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me."
 Deeply distressed at this,
 they began to say to him one after another,
 "Surely it is not I, Lord?"
 He said in reply,
 "He who has dipped his hand into the dish with me
 is the one who will betray me.
 The Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written of him,
 but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed.
 It would be better for that man if he had never been born."
 Then Judas, his betrayer, said in reply,
 "Surely it is not I, Rabbi?"
 He answered, "You have said so."

Reflection
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Wednesday (April 16):  The Tragedy of the BetrayalMeditation: Why did Judas betray his Master? Was his treachery motivated by greed, bitter disappointment with Jesus, or hatred because of disillusionment? It may be that Judas never intended for his Master to die. Maybe he thought Jesus was proceeding too slowly and not acting aggressively enough in setting up his messianic kingdom. Perhaps Judas wanted to force Jesus' hand by compelling him to act. Nonetheless, his tragedy was his refusal to accept Jesus as he was.

The power of greed can only be overcome with the power of Christ's love poured out for us
Origen (185-254 AD), a bible scholar and early church father, comments on Judas' betrayal: "Let us consider what Judas said to the Jewish priests: What will you give me if I hand him over to you? He was willing to take money in exchange for handing over the Word of God. They do the same thing who accept sensual or worldly goods in exchange for handing over and casting out from their souls the Savior and Word of truth who came to dwell with them. Indeed, it would be fitting to apply Judas's example to all who show contempt for the Word of God and betray him, as it were, by committing sin for the sake of money or for any selfish motive. People who behave in this way appear openly to be calling out to the powers of the enemy who offer worldly gain in return for the sin of betraying God's Word, saying, What will you give me if I hand him over to you? And they gave him thirty pieces of silver.

The number of coins they gave Judas was equivalent to the number of years the Savior had sojourned in this world. For at the age of thirty, he was baptized and began to preach the gospel, like Joseph was thirty years old when he began to gather grain for his brothers (Genesis 41:46). Just as at that time the grain was prepared by God for the sons of Israel but given also to the Egyptians, so also the gospel was prepared for the saints but preached also to the unfaithful and wicked." ( Commentary on Matthew 78 .)

The Lord will test our hearts to show us where we need his love and strength to do his will
Jesus knew beforehand what would befall him. As Jesus ate his last supper meal with his twelve apostles he put them under trial and suspicion ( one of you will betray me ) to teach them to examine themselves rightly, lest they be high-minded and think themselves more strong than they were. We, also must examine ourselves in the light of God's truth and grace and ask him to strengthen us in faith, hope, and love that we may not fail him or forsake him when we are tempted. Do you pray with confidence in the words Jesus gave us to pray: Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil (Matthew 6:13)?

Prayer: God our Father, we are exceedingly frail and indisposed to every virtuous and gallant undertaking. Strengthen our weakness, we beseech you, that we may do valiantly in this spiritual war; help us against our own negligence and cowardice, and defend us from the treachery of our unfaithful hearts; for Jesus Christ's sake. (Prayer of Thomas a Kempis)
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April 17, 2025

Holy Thursday - Chrism Mass

Holy Thursday -Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Reading I

Isaiah 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
 because the LORD has anointed me;
 He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly,
 to heal the brokenhearted,
 To proclaim liberty to the captives
 and release to the prisoners,
 To announce a year of favor from the LORD
 and a day of vindication by our God,
 to comfort all who mourn;
 To place on those who mourn in Zion
 a diadem instead of ashes,
 To give them oil of gladness in place of mourning,
 a glorious mantle instead of a listless spirit.

You yourselves shall be named priests of the LORD,
 ministers of our God shall you be called.

I will give them their recompense faithfully,
 a lasting covenant I will make with them.
 Their descendants shall be renowned among the nations,
 and their offspring among the peoples;
 All who see them shall acknowledge them
 as a race the LORD has blessed.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 89:21-22, 25 and 27

R. (2) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

“I have found David, my servant;
 with my holy oil I have anointed him.
 That my hand may always be with him;
 and that my arm may make him strong.”

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

“My faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him;
 and through my name shall his horn be exalted.
 He shall say of me, ‘You are my father,
 my God, the Rock, my savior!’“

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Reading II

Revelation 1:5-8

[Grace to you and peace] from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness,
 the firstborn of the dead and ruler of the kings of the earth.
 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his Blood,
 who has made us into a Kingdom, priests for his God and Father,
 to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.

Behold, he is coming amid the clouds,
 and every eye will see him,
 even those who pierced him.
 All the peoples of the earth will lament him.
 Yes. Amen.

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God,
 “the one who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

Verse Before the Gospel

Isaiah 61:1 (cited in Lk 4:18)

The Spirit of the LORD is upon me;
 for he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor.

Gospel

Luke 4:16-21

Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had grown up,
 and went according to his custom
 into the synagogue on the sabbath day.
 He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah.
 He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written:

 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
 because he has anointed me
 to bring glad tidings to the poor.
 He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives
 and recovery of sight to the blind,
 to let the oppressed go free,
 and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.

Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down,
 and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at him.
 He said to them,
 “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Holy Thursday -Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Reading I

Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt,
 “This month shall stand at the head of your calendar;
 you shall reckon it the first month of the year.
 Tell the whole community of Israel:
 On the tenth of this month every one of your families
 must procure for itself a lamb, one apiece for each household.
 If a family is too small for a whole lamb,
 it shall join the nearest household in procuring one
 and shall share in the lamb
 in proportion to the number of persons who partake of it.
 The lamb must be a year-old male and without blemish.
 You may take it from either the sheep or the goats.
 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month,
 and then, with the whole assembly of Israel present,
 it shall be slaughtered during the evening twilight.
 They shall take some of its blood
 and apply it to the two doorposts and the lintel
 of every house in which they partake of the lamb.
 That same night they shall eat its roasted flesh
 with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.

“This is how you are to eat it:
 with your loins girt, sandals on your feet and your staff in hand,
 you shall eat like those who are in flight.
 It is the Passover of the LORD.
 For on this same night I will go through Egypt,
 striking down every firstborn of the land, both man and beast,
 and executing judgment on all the gods of Egypt—I, the LORD!
 But the blood will mark the houses where you are.
 Seeing the blood, I will pass over you;
 thus, when I strike the land of Egypt,
 no destructive blow will come upon you.

“This day shall be a memorial feast for you,
 which all your generations shall celebrate
 with pilgrimage to the LORD, as a perpetual institution.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18.

R. (cf. 1 Cor 10:16) Our blessing-cup is a communion with the Blood of Christ.

How shall I make a return to the LORD
 for all the good he has done for me?
 The cup of salvation I will take up,
 and I will call upon the name of the LORD.

R. Our blessing-cup is a communion with the Blood of Christ.

Precious in the eyes of the LORD
 is the death of his faithful ones.
 I am your servant, the son of your handmaid;
 you have loosed my bonds.

R. Our blessing-cup is a communion with the Blood of Christ.

To you will I offer sacrifice of thanksgiving,
 and I will call upon the name of the LORD.
 My vows to the LORD I will pay
 in the presence of all his people.

R. Our blessing-cup is a communion with the Blood of Christ.

Reading II

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Brothers and sisters:
 I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you,
 that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was handed over,
 took bread, and, after he had given thanks,
 broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you.
 Do this in remembrance of me.”
 In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying,
 “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.
 Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
 you proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes.

Verse Before the Gospel

John 13:34

I give you a new commandment, says the Lord:
 love one another as I have loved you.

Gospel

John 13:1-15

Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come
 to pass from this world to the Father.
 He loved his own in the world and he loved them to the end.
 The devil had already induced Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, to hand him over.
 So, during supper,
 fully aware that the Father had put everything into his power
 and that he had come from God and was returning to God,
 he rose from supper and took off his outer garments.
 He took a towel and tied it around his waist.
 Then he poured water into a basin
 and began to wash the disciples’ feet
 and dry them with the towel around his waist.
 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,
 “Master, are you going to wash my feet?”
 Jesus answered and said to him,
 “What I am doing, you do not understand now,
 but you will understand later.”
 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.”
 Jesus answered him,
 “Unless I wash you, you will have no inheritance with me.”
 Simon Peter said to him,
 “Master, then not only my feet, but my hands and head as well.”
 Jesus said to him,
 “Whoever has bathed has no need except to have his feet washed,
 for he is clean all over;
 so you are clean, but not all.”
 For he knew who would betray him;
 for this reason, he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

So when he had washed their feet
 and put his garments back on and reclined at table again,
 he said to them, “Do you realize what I have done for you?
 You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’ and rightly so, for indeed I am.
 If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet,
 you ought to wash one another’s feet.
 I have given you a model to follow,
 so that as I have done for you, you should also do.”

Reflection
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Thursday (April 17):  Jesus' Supreme Humility and Unfailing LoveMeditation: Does your love waver when you encounter bitter disappointments and injury from others? As Jesus' hour of humiliation draws near he reveals to his disciples the supreme humility which shaped the love he had for them. He stoops to perform a menial task reserved for servants - the washing of smelly, dirty feet. In stooping to serve his disciples Jesus knew he would be betrayed by one of them and that the rest would abandon him through fear and disloyalty. Such knowledge could have easily led to bitterness or hatred. Jesus met the injury of betrayal and disloyalty with the greatest humility and supreme love.

Let the love of Christ rule in your heart and actions
Jesus loved his disciples to the very end, even when they failed him and forsook him. The Lord loves each of us freely and unconditionally. His love has power to set us free to love and serve others with Christ-like compassion and humility. Paul the Apostle tells us that Christ's gift of love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us (Romans 5:5 and 8:35-39). Does the love of Christ rule in your heart, thoughts, intentions and actions?

The love of Christ conquers all and never fails
Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) in his sermon for Holy Thursday wrote: "He had the power of laying down his life; we by contrast cannot choose the length of our lives, and we die even if it is against our will. He, by dying, destroyed death in himself; we are freed from death only in his death. His body did not see corruption; our body will see corruption and only then be clothed through him in incorruption at the end of the world. He needed no help from us in saving us; without him we can do nothing. He gave himself to us as the vine to the branches; apart from him we cannot have life.

Finally, even if brothers die for brothers, yet no martyr by shedding his blood brings forgiveness for the sins of his brothers, as Christ brought forgiveness to us. In this he gave us, not an example to imitate but a reason for rejoicing. Inasmuch, then, as they shed their blood for their brothers, the martyrs provided "the same kind of meal" as they had received at the Lord's table. Let us then love one another as Christ also loved us and gave himself up for us."


Prayer: Lord Jesus, your love conquers all and never fails. Help me to love others freely, with heart-felt compassion, kindness and goodness. Where there is injury, may I sow peace rather than strife.
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April 18, 2025

Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion

Reading I

Isaiah 52:13—53:12

See, my servant shall prosper,
 he shall be raised high and greatly exalted.
 Even as many were amazed at him--
 so marred was his look beyond human semblance
 and his appearance beyond that of the sons of man--
 so shall he startle many nations,
 because of him kings shall stand speechless;
 for those who have not been told shall see,
 those who have not heard shall ponder it.

Who would believe what we have heard?
 To whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
 He grew up like a sapling before him,
 like a shoot from the parched earth;
 there was in him no stately bearing to make us look at him,
 nor appearance that would attract us to him.
 He was spurned and avoided by people,
 a man of suffering, accustomed to infirmity,
 one of those from whom people hide their faces,
 spurned, and we held him in no esteem.

Yet it was our infirmities that he bore,
 our sufferings that he endured,
 while we thought of him as stricken,
 as one smitten by God and afflicted.
 But he was pierced for our offenses,
 crushed for our sins;
 upon him was the chastisement that makes us whole,
 by his stripes we were healed.
 We had all gone astray like sheep,
 each following his own way;
 but the LORD laid upon him
 the guilt of us all.

Though he was harshly treated, he submitted
 and opened not his mouth;
 like a lamb led to the slaughter
 or a sheep before the shearers,
 he was silent and opened not his mouth.
 Oppressed and condemned, he was taken away,
 and who would have thought any more of his destiny?
 When he was cut off from the land of the living,
 and smitten for the sin of his people,
 a grave was assigned him among the wicked
 and a burial place with evildoers,
 though he had done no wrong
 nor spoken any falsehood.
 But the LORD was pleased
 to crush him in infirmity.

If he gives his life as an offering for sin,
 he shall see his descendants in a long life,
 and the will of the LORD shall be accomplished through him.

Because of his affliction
 he shall see the light in fullness of days;
 through his suffering, my servant shall justify many,
 and their guilt he shall bear.
 Therefore I will give him his portion among the great,
 and he shall divide the spoils with the mighty,
 because he surrendered himself to death
 and was counted among the wicked;
 and he shall take away the sins of many,
 and win pardon for their offenses.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25

R (Lk 23:46) Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.

In you, O LORD, I take refuge;
 let me never be put to shame.
 In your justice rescue me.
 Into your hands I commend my spirit;
 you will redeem me, O LORD, O faithful God.

R Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.

For all my foes I am an object of reproach,
 a laughingstock to my neighbors, and a dread to my friends;
 they who see me abroad flee from me.
 I am forgotten like the unremembered dead;
 I am like a dish that is broken.

R Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.

But my trust is in you, O LORD;
 I say, “You are my God.
 In your hands is my destiny; rescue me
 from the clutches of my enemies and my persecutors.”

R Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.

Let your face shine upon your servant;
 save me in your kindness.
 Take courage and be stouthearted,
 all you who hope in the LORD.

R Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.

Reading II

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9

Brothers and sisters:
 Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
 Jesus, the Son of God,
 let us hold fast to our confession.
 For we do not have a high priest
 who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
 but one who has similarly been tested in every way,
 yet without sin.
 So let us confidently approach the throne of grace
 to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.

In the days when Christ was in the flesh,
 he offered prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears
 to the one who was able to save him from death,
 and he was heard because of his reverence.
 Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered;
 and when he was made perfect,
 he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.

Verse Before the Gospel

Philippians 2:8-9

Christ became obedient to the point of death,
 even death on a cross.
 Because of this, God greatly exalted him
 and bestowed on him the name which is above every other name.

The passion narratives are proclaimed in full so that all see vividly the love of Christ for each person. In light of this, the crimes during the Passion of Christ cannot be attributed, in either preaching or catechesis, indiscriminately to all Jews of that time, nor to Jews today. The Jewish people should not be referred to as though rejected or cursed, as if this view followed from Scripture. The Church ever keeps in mind that Jesus, his mother Mary, and the apostles all were Jewish. As the Church has always held, Christ freely suffered his passion and death because of the sins of all, that all might be saved.



Gospel

John 18:1—19:42

Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley
 to where there was a garden,
 into which he and his disciples entered.
 Judas his betrayer also knew the place,
 because Jesus had often met there with his disciples.
 So Judas got a band of soldiers and guards
 from the chief priests and the Pharisees
 and went there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.
 Jesus, knowing everything that was going to happen to him,
 went out and said to them, “Whom are you looking for?”
 They answered him, “Jesus the Nazorean.”
 He said to them, “I AM.”
 Judas his betrayer was also with them.
 When he said to them, “I AM, “
 they turned away and fell to the ground.
 So he again asked them,
 “Whom are you looking for?”
 They said, “Jesus the Nazorean.”
 Jesus answered,
 “I told you that I AM.
 So if you are looking for me, let these men go.”
 This was to fulfill what he had said,
 “I have not lost any of those you gave me.”
 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it,
 struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear.
 The slave’s name was Malchus.
 Jesus said to Peter,
 “Put your sword into its scabbard.
 Shall I not drink the cup that the Father gave me?”

So the band of soldiers, the tribune, and the Jewish guards seized Jesus,
 bound him, and brought him to Annas first.
 He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas,
 who was high priest that year.
 It was Caiaphas who had counseled the Jews
 that it was better that one man should die rather than the people.

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus.
 Now the other disciple was known to the high priest,
 and he entered the courtyard of the high priest with Jesus.
 But Peter stood at the gate outside.
 So the other disciple, the acquaintance of the high priest,
 went out and spoke to the gatekeeper and brought Peter in.
 Then the maid who was the gatekeeper said to Peter,
 “You are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?”
 He said, “I am not.”
 Now the slaves and the guards were standing around a charcoal fire
 that they had made, because it was cold,
 and were warming themselves.
 Peter was also standing there keeping warm.

The high priest questioned Jesus
 about his disciples and about his doctrine.
 Jesus answered him,
 “I have spoken publicly to the world.
 I have always taught in a synagogue
 or in the temple area where all the Jews gather,
 and in secret I have said nothing. Why ask me?
 Ask those who heard me what I said to them.
 They know what I said.”
 When he had said this,
 one of the temple guards standing there struck Jesus and said,
 “Is this the way you answer the high priest?”
 Jesus answered him,
 “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong;
 but if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?”
 Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

Now Simon Peter was standing there keeping warm.
 And they said to him,
 “You are not one of his disciples, are you?”
 He denied it and said,
 “I am not.”
 One of the slaves of the high priest,
 a relative of the one whose ear Peter had cut off, said,
 “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?”
 Again Peter denied it.
 And immediately the cock crowed.

Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas to the praetorium.
 It was morning.
 And they themselves did not enter the praetorium,
 in order not to be defiled so that they could eat the Passover.
 So Pilate came out to them and said,
 “What charge do you bring against this man?”
 They answered and said to him,
 “If he were not a criminal,
 we would not have handed him over to you.”
 At this, Pilate said to them,
 “Take him yourselves, and judge him according to your law.”
 The Jews answered him,
 “We do not have the right to execute anyone, “
 in order that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled
 that he said indicating the kind of death he would die.
 So Pilate went back into the praetorium
 and summoned Jesus and said to him,
 “Are you the King of the Jews?”
 Jesus answered,
 “Do you say this on your own
 or have others told you about me?”
 Pilate answered,
 “I am not a Jew, am I?
 Your own nation and the chief priests handed you over to me.
 What have you done?”
 Jesus answered,
 “My kingdom does not belong to this world.
 If my kingdom did belong to this world,
 my attendants would be fighting
 to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.
 But as it is, my kingdom is not here.”
 So Pilate said to him,
 “Then you are a king?”
 Jesus answered,
 “You say I am a king.
 For this I was born and for this I came into the world,
 to testify to the truth.
 Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”

When he had said this,
 he again went out to the Jews and said to them,
 “I find no guilt in him.
 But you have a custom that I release one prisoner to you at Passover.
 Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?”
 They cried out again,
 “Not this one but Barabbas!”
 Now Barabbas was a revolutionary.

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him scourged.
 And the soldiers wove a crown out of thorns and placed it on his head,
 and clothed him in a purple cloak,
 and they came to him and said,
 “Hail, King of the Jews!”
 And they struck him repeatedly.
 Once more Pilate went out and said to them,
 “Look, I am bringing him out to you,
 so that you may know that I find no guilt in him.”
 So Jesus came out,
 wearing the crown of thorns and the purple cloak.
 And he said to them, “Behold, the man!”
 When the chief priests and the guards saw him they cried out,
 “Crucify him, crucify him!”
 Pilate said to them,
 “Take him yourselves and crucify him.
 I find no guilt in him.”
 The Jews answered,
 “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die,
 because he made himself the Son of God.”
 Now when Pilate heard this statement,
 he became even more afraid,
 and went back into the praetorium and said to Jesus,
 “Where are you from?”
 Jesus did not answer him.
 So Pilate said to him,
 “Do you not speak to me?
 Do you not know that I have power to release you
 and I have power to crucify you?”
 Jesus answered him,
 “You would have no power over me
 if it had not been given to you from above.
 For this reason the one who handed me over to you
 has the greater sin.”
 Consequently, Pilate tried to release him; but the Jews cried out,
 “If you release him, you are not a Friend of Caesar.
 Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.”

When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus out
 and seated him on the judge’s bench
 in the place called Stone Pavement, in Hebrew, Gabbatha.
 It was preparation day for Passover, and it was about noon.
 And he said to the Jews,
 “Behold, your king!”
 They cried out,
 “Take him away, take him away! Crucify him!”
 Pilate said to them,
 “Shall I crucify your king?”
 The chief priests answered,
 “We have no king but Caesar.”
 Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.

So they took Jesus, and, carrying the cross himself,
 he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull,
 in Hebrew, Golgotha.
 There they crucified him, and with him two others,
 one on either side, with Jesus in the middle.
 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross.
 It read,
 “Jesus the Nazorean, the King of the Jews.”
 Now many of the Jews read this inscription,
 because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city;
 and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek.
 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate,
 “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’
 but that he said, ‘I am the King of the Jews’.”
 Pilate answered,
 “What I have written, I have written.”

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus,
 they took his clothes and divided them into four shares,
 a share for each soldier.
 They also took his tunic, but the tunic was seamless,
 woven in one piece from the top down.
 So they said to one another,
 “Let’s not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it will be, “
 in order that the passage of Scripture might be fulfilled that says:
 They divided my garments among them,
 and for my vesture they cast lots.
 This is what the soldiers did.
 Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother
 and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas,
 and Mary of Magdala.
 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved
 he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.”
 Then he said to the disciple,
 “Behold, your mother.”
 And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.

After this, aware that everything was now finished,
 in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled,
 Jesus said, “I thirst.”
 There was a vessel filled with common wine.
 So they put a sponge soaked in wine on a sprig of hyssop
 and put it up to his mouth.
 When Jesus had taken the wine, he said,
 “It is finished.”
 And bowing his head, he handed over the spirit.

Here all kneel and pause for a short time.

Now since it was preparation day,
 in order that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the sabbath,
 for the sabbath day of that week was a solemn one,
 the Jews asked Pilate that their legs be broken
 and that they be taken down.
 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first
 and then of the other one who was crucified with Jesus.
 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead,
 they did not break his legs,
 but one soldier thrust his lance into his side,
 and immediately blood and water flowed out.
 An eyewitness has testified, and his testimony is true;
 he knows that he is speaking the truth,
 so that you also may come to believe.
 For this happened so that the Scripture passage might be fulfilled:
 Not a bone of it will be broken.
 And again another passage says:
 They will look upon him whom they have pierced.

After this, Joseph of Arimathea,
 secretly a disciple of Jesus for fear of the Jews,
 asked Pilate if he could remove the body of Jesus.
 And Pilate permitted it.
 So he came and took his body.
 Nicodemus, the one who had first come to him at night,
 also came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes
 weighing about one hundred pounds.
 They took the body of Jesus
 and bound it with burial cloths along with the spices,
 according to the Jewish burial custom.
 Now in the place where he had been crucified there was a garden,
 and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had yet been buried.
 So they laid Jesus there because of the Jewish preparation day;
 for the tomb was close by.

Reflection
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Friday (April 18):  It Is FinishedMeditation: Who can bear to look upon the bloodied cross where Jesus hung without shame or sorrowful grief, disbelief or reverent awe? The cross brings us face to face with Jesus' suffering. He was alone - all his disciples had deserted him except for his mother and three women along with John, the beloved disciple. And his death was agonizing and humiliating. Normally a crucified man could last for several days on a cross. Jesus' had already been scourged, beaten with rods, and a crown of thorns pressed into his skull. It is no wonder that he died mid-afternoon. Pilate publicly heralded Jesus "The King of the Jews" as he died upon the cross, no doubt to irritate and annoy the chief priests and Pharisees (John 19:19).

The King who ransoms us with his own life
Jesus was crucified for his claim to be King. The Jews had understood that the Messiah would come as their king to establish God's reign for them. They wanted a king who would free them from tyranny and foreign domination. Many had high hopes that Jesus would be the Messianic king. Little did they understand what kind of kingship Jesus claimed to have. Jesus came to conquer hearts and souls for an imperishable kingdom, rather than to conquer perishable lands and entitlements.

Jesus' death on the cross defeated sin and death for us
We can find no greater proof of God's love for us than the willing sacrifice of his Son on the cross. Jesus' parting words, "It is finished!" express triumph rather than defeat. Jesus bowed his head and gave up his spirit knowing that the strife was now over and the battle was won. Even on the cross Jesus knew the joy of victory. What the Father sent him into the world to do has now been accomplished. Christ offered himself without blemish to God and he put away sin by the sacrifice of himself (see Hebrews 9:24-26 ).

As we gaze on his wounds - we touch the scars of his resurrection
While the close company of Jesus' disciples - his apostles - had deserted him and hid out of fear from the Jewish authorities, Jesus' mother and some of the women who were close to Jesus stood close to him while he hung upon the cross. Augustine of Hippo ( 354-430 A.D) in his sermon on John's passion account focuses on the gaze of the women who witnessed the shedding of his blood and the offering of his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sin of the world.
"As they were looking on , so we too gaze on his wounds as he hangs. We see his blood as he dies. We see the price offered by the redeemer, touch the scars of his resurrection. He bows his head, as if to kiss you. His heart is made bare open, as it were, in love to you. His arms are extended that he may embrace you. His whole body is displayed for your redemption. Ponder how great these things are. Let all this be rightly weighed in your mind: as he was once fixed to the cross in every part of his body for you, so he may now be fixed in every part of your soul." (GMI 248)
Augustine invites us to present ourselves before Jesus crucified who took our sins upon himself and nailed them to the cross. Through the eyes of faith we, too, gaze upon the bloodied body of our Redeemer who paid the price for our sins - and we touch the scars of his resurrection who defeated death for our sake so that we may know the victory of his cross and resurrection and receive the promise of everlasting life and glory with him in his kingdom.

The miracle of my salvation
In the cross of Christ we see the triumph of Jesus over his enemies - sin, Satan, and death. Many Christians down through the centuries have sung the praises of the Cross of Christ. Paul the Apostle exclaimed, "But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Galatians 6:14).

Hear what Gregory Nazianzen (329-389 AD), an early church father and bishop of Constantinople, wrote about the triumph of Christ's exaltation on the cross: "Many indeed are the wondrous happenings of that time: God hanging from a cross, the sun made dark and again flaming out (Luke 23:44, Mark 15:33); for it was fitting that creation should mourn with its creator. The temple veil rent (Matthew 27:51), blood and water flowing from his side (John 19:34): the one as from a man, the other as from what was above man; the earth shaken, the rocks shattered because of the rock (Matthew 27:51); the dead risen to bear witness to the final and universal resurrection of the dead (Matthew 27:52). The happenings at the sepulcher and after the sepulcher, who can fittingly recount them? Yet no one of them can be compared to the miracle of my salvation. A few drops of blood renew the whole world, and do for all men what the rennet does for the milk: joining us and binding us together. ( On the Holy Pasch, Oration 45.1)
Rupert of Deutz (1075-1129), a Benedictine abbot and theologian, wrote: "The cross of Christ is the door to heaven, the key to paradise, the downfall of the devil, the uplifting of mankind, the consolation of our imprisonment, the prize for our freedom."
The throne of love and sign of God's mercy
The Cross of Christ is the safeguard of our faith, the assurance of our hope, and the throne of love. It is also the sign of God's mercy and the proof of forgiveness. By his cross Jesus Christ has pardoned us and set us free from the tyranny of sin. He paid the price for us when he made atonement for our sins. The way to peace, joy, and righteousness in the kingdom of God and the way to victory over sin and corruption, fear and defeat, despair and death is through the cross of Jesus Christ. Do you follow the Lord Jesus in his way of the cross with joy, hope, and confidence?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, by your death on the cross you have won pardon for us and freedom from the tyranny of sin and death. May I live in the joy and freedom of your victory over sin and death.
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April 19, 2025

Holy Saturday At the Easter Vigil in the Holy Night of Easter

Reading I

Genesis 1:1—2:2

In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth,
 the earth was a formless wasteland, and darkness covered the abyss,
 while a mighty wind swept over the waters.

Then God said,
 "Let there be light," and there was light.
 God saw how good the light was.
 God then separated the light from the darkness.
 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night."
 Thus evening came, and morning followed—the first day.

Then God said,
 "Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters,
 to separate one body of water from the other."
 And so it happened:
 God made the dome,
 and it separated the water above the dome from the water below it.
 God called the dome "the sky."
 Evening came, and morning followed—the second day.

Then God said,
 "Let the water under the sky be gathered into a single basin,
 so that the dry land may appear."
 And so it happened:
 the water under the sky was gathered into its basin,
 and the dry land appeared.
 God called the dry land "the earth, "
 and the basin of the water he called "the sea."
 God saw how good it was.
 Then God said,
 "Let the earth bring forth vegetation:
 every kind of plant that bears seed
 and every kind of fruit tree on earth
 that bears fruit with its seed in it."
 And so it happened:
 the earth brought forth every kind of plant that bears seed
 and every kind of fruit tree on earth
 that bears fruit with its seed in it.
 God saw how good it was.
 Evening came, and morning followed—the third day.

Then God said:
 "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky,
 to separate day from night.
 Let them mark the fixed times, the days and the years,
 and serve as luminaries in the dome of the sky,
 to shed light upon the earth."
 And so it happened:
 God made the two great lights,
 the greater one to govern the day,
 and the lesser one to govern the night;
 and he made the stars.
 God set them in the dome of the sky,
 to shed light upon the earth,
 to govern the day and the night,
 and to separate the light from the darkness.
 God saw how good it was.
 Evening came, and morning followed—the fourth day.

Then God said,
 "Let the water teem with an abundance of living creatures,
 and on the earth let birds fly beneath the dome of the sky."
 And so it happened:
 God created the great sea monsters
 and all kinds of swimming creatures with which the water teems,
 and all kinds of winged birds.
 God saw how good it was, and God blessed them, saying,
 "Be fertile, multiply, and fill the water of the seas;
 and let the birds multiply on the earth."
 Evening came, and morning followed—the fifth day.

Then God said,
 "Let the earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures:
 cattle, creeping things, and wild animals of all kinds."
 And so it happened:
 God made all kinds of wild animals, all kinds of cattle,
 and all kinds of creeping things of the earth.
 God saw how good it was.
 Then God said:
 "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.
 Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
 the birds of the air, and the cattle,
 and over all the wild animals
 and all the creatures that crawl on the ground."
 God created man in his image;
 in the image of God he created him;
 male and female he created them.
 God blessed them, saying:
 "Be fertile and multiply;
 fill the earth and subdue it.
 Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air,
 and all the living things that move on the earth."
 God also said:
 "See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth
 and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food;
 and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the air,
 and all the living creatures that crawl on the ground,
 I give all the green plants for food."
 And so it happened.
 God looked at everything he had made, and he found it very good.
 Evening came, and morning followed—the sixth day.
 Thus the heavens and the earth and all their array were completed.
 Since on the seventh day God was finished
 with the work he had been doing,
 he rested on the seventh day from all the work he had undertaken.

Or
 Genesis 1:1, 26-31a

In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth,
 God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.
 Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
 the birds of the air, and the cattle,
 and over all the wild animals
 and all the creatures that crawl on the ground."
 God created man in his image;
 in the image of God he created him;
 male and female he created them.
 God blessed them, saying:
 "Be fertile and multiply;
 fill the earth and subdue it.
 Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air,
 and all the living things that move on the earth."
 God also said:
 "See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth
 and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food;
 and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the air,
 and all the living creatures that crawl on the ground,
 I give all the green plants for food."
 And so it happened.
 God looked at everything he had made, and found it very good.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35

R. (30) Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

Bless the LORD, O my soul!
 O LORD, my God, you are great indeed!
 You are clothed with majesty and glory,
 robed in light as with a cloak.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

You fixed the earth upon its foundation,
 not to be moved forever;
 with the ocean, as with a garment, you covered it;
 above the mountains the waters stood.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

You send forth springs into the watercourses
 that wind among the mountains.
 Beside them the birds of heaven dwell;
 from among the branches they send forth their song.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

You water the mountains from your palace;
 the earth is replete with the fruit of your works.
 You raise grass for the cattle,
 and vegetation for man's use,
 Producing bread from the earth.

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

How manifold are your works, O LORD!
 In wisdom you have wrought them all—
 the earth is full of your creatures.
 Bless the LORD, O my soul!

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

or
 Psalm 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20 and 22



 R. (5b) The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

Upright is the word of the LORD,
 and all his works are trustworthy.
 He loves justice and right;
 of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

By the word of the LORD the heavens were made;
 by the breath of his mouth all their host.
 He gathers the waters of the sea as in a flask;
 in cellars he confines the deep.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

Blessed the nation whose God is the LORD,
 the people he has chosen for his own inheritance.
 From heaven the LORD looks down;
 he sees all mankind.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

Our soul waits for the LORD,
 who is our help and our shield.
 May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us
 who have put our hope in you.

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

Reading II

Genesis 22:1-18

God put Abraham to the test.
 He called to him, "Abraham!"
 "Here I am," he replied.
 Then God said:
 "Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love,
 and go to the land of Moriah.
 There you shall offer him up as a holocaust
 on a height that I will point out to you."
 Early the next morning Abraham saddled his donkey,
 took with him his son Isaac and two of his servants as well,
 and with the wood that he had cut for the holocaust,
 set out for the place of which God had told him.

On the third day Abraham got sight of the place from afar.
 Then he said to his servants:
 "Both of you stay here with the donkey,
 while the boy and I go on over yonder.
 We will worship and then come back to you."
 Thereupon Abraham took the wood for the holocaust
 and laid it on his son Isaac's shoulders,
 while he himself carried the fire and the knife.
 As the two walked on together, Isaac spoke to his father Abraham:
 "Father!" Isaac said.
 "Yes, son," he replied.
 Isaac continued, "Here are the fire and the wood,
 but where is the sheep for the holocaust?"
 "Son," Abraham answered,
 "God himself will provide the sheep for the holocaust."
 Then the two continued going forward.

When they came to the place of which God had told him,
 Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.
 Next he tied up his son Isaac,
 and put him on top of the wood on the altar.
 Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son.
 But the LORD's messenger called to him from heaven,
 "Abraham, Abraham!"
 "Here I am!" he answered.
 "Do not lay your hand on the boy," said the messenger.
 "Do not do the least thing to him.
 I know now how devoted you are to God,
 since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son."
 As Abraham looked about,
 he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket.
 So he went and took the ram
 and offered it up as a holocaust in place of his son.
 Abraham named the site Yahweh-yireh;
 hence people now say, "On the mountain the LORD will see."

Again the LORD's messenger called to Abraham from heaven and said:
 "I swear by myself, declares the LORD,
 that because you acted as you did
 in not withholding from me your beloved son,
 I will bless you abundantly
 and make your descendants as countless
 as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore;
 your descendants shall take possession
 of the gates of their enemies,
 and in your descendants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing--
 all this because you obeyed my command."

Or
 Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18

God put Abraham to the test.
 He called to him, "Abraham!"
 "Here I am, " he replied.
 Then God said:
 "Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love,
 and go to the land of Moriah.
 There you shall offer him up as a holocaust
 on a height that I will point out to you."

When they came to the place of which God had told him,
 Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.
 Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son.
 But the LORD's messenger called to him from heaven,
 "Abraham, Abraham!"
 "Here I am," he answered.
 "Do not lay your hand on the boy," said the messenger.
 "Do not do the least thing to him.
 I know now how devoted you are to God,
 since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son."
 As Abraham looked about,
 he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket.
 So he went and took the ram
 and offered it up as a holocaust in place of his son.

Again the LORD's messenger called to Abraham from heaven and said:
 "I swear by myself, declares the LORD,
 that because you acted as you did
 in not withholding from me your beloved son,
 I will bless you abundantly
 and make your descendants as countless
 as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore;
 your descendants shall take possession
 of the gates of their enemies,
 and in your descendants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing--
 all this because you obeyed my command."

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11

R. (1) You are my inheritance, O Lord.

O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup,
 you it is who hold fast my lot.
 I set the LORD ever before me;
 with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Therefore my heart is glad and my soul rejoices,
 my body, too, abides in confidence;
 because you will not abandon my soul to the netherworld,
 nor will you suffer your faithful one to undergo corruption.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

You will show me the path to life,
 fullness of joys in your presence,
 the delights at your right hand forever.

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

Reading III

Exodus 14:15—15:1

The LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me?
 Tell the Israelites to go forward.
 And you, lift up your staff and, with hand outstretched over the sea,
 split the sea in two,
 that the Israelites may pass through it on dry land.
 But I will make the Egyptians so obstinate
 that they will go in after them.
 Then I will receive glory through Pharaoh and all his army,
 his chariots and charioteers.
 The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD,
 when I receive glory through Pharaoh
 and his chariots and charioteers."

The angel of God, who had been leading Israel's camp,
 now moved and went around behind them.
 The column of cloud also, leaving the front,
 took up its place behind them,
 so that it came between the camp of the Egyptians
 and that of Israel.
 But the cloud now became dark, and thus the night passed
 without the rival camps coming any closer together
 all night long.
 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
 and the LORD swept the sea
 with a strong east wind throughout the night
 and so turned it into dry land.
 When the water was thus divided,
 the Israelites marched into the midst of the sea on dry land,
 with the water like a wall to their right and to their left.

The Egyptians followed in pursuit;
 all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and charioteers went after them
 right into the midst of the sea.
 In the night watch just before dawn
 the LORD cast through the column of the fiery cloud
 upon the Egyptian force a glance that threw it into a panic;
 and he so clogged their chariot wheels
 that they could hardly drive.
 With that the Egyptians sounded the retreat before Israel,
 because the LORD was fighting for them against the Egyptians.

Then the LORD told Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea,
 that the water may flow back upon the Egyptians,
 upon their chariots and their charioteers."
 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
 and at dawn the sea flowed back to its normal depth.
 The Egyptians were fleeing head on toward the sea,
 when the LORD hurled them into its midst.
 As the water flowed back,
 it covered the chariots and the charioteers of Pharaoh's whole army
 which had followed the Israelites into the sea.
 Not a single one of them escaped.
 But the Israelites had marched on dry land
 through the midst of the sea,
 with the water like a wall to their right and to their left.
 Thus the LORD saved Israel on that day
 from the power of the Egyptians.
 When Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the seashore
 and beheld the great power that the LORD
 had shown against the Egyptians,
 they feared the LORD and believed in him and in his servant Moses.

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD:
 I will sing to the LORD, for he is gloriously triumphant;
 horse and chariot he has cast into the sea.

Responsorial Psalm

Exodus 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18

R. (1b) Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

I will sing to the LORD, for he is gloriously triumphant;
 horse and chariot he has cast into the sea.
 My strength and my courage is the LORD,
 and he has been my savior.
 He is my God, I praise him;
 the God of my father, I extol him.

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

The LORD is a warrior,
 LORD is his name!
 Pharaoh's chariots and army he hurled into the sea;
 the elite of his officers were submerged in the Red Sea.

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

The flood waters covered them,
 they sank into the depths like a stone.
 Your right hand, O LORD, magnificent in power,
 your right hand, O LORD, has shattered the enemy.

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

You brought in the people you redeemed
 and planted them on the mountain of your inheritance
 the place where you made your seat, O LORD,
 the sanctuary, LORD, which your hands established.
 The LORD shall reign forever and ever.

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory.

Reading IV

Isaiah 54:5-14

The One who has become your husband is your Maker;
 his name is the LORD of hosts;
 your redeemer is the Holy One of Israel,
 called God of all the earth.
 The LORD calls you back,
 like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit,
 a wife married in youth and then cast off,
 says your God.
 For a brief moment I abandoned you,
 but with great tenderness I will take you back.
 In an outburst of wrath, for a moment
 I hid my face from you;
 but with enduring love I take pity on you,
 says the LORD, your redeemer.
 This is for me like the days of Noah,
 when I swore that the waters of Noah
 should never again deluge the earth;
 so I have sworn not to be angry with you,
 or to rebuke you.
 Though the mountains leave their place
 and the hills be shaken,
 my love shall never leave you
 nor my covenant of peace be shaken,
 says the LORD, who has mercy on you.
 O afflicted one, storm-battered and unconsoled,
 I lay your pavements in carnelians,
 and your foundations in sapphires;
 I will make your battlements of rubies,
 your gates of carbuncles,
 and all your walls of precious stones.
 All your children shall be taught by the LORD,
 and great shall be the peace of your children.
 In justice shall you be established,
 far from the fear of oppression,
 where destruction cannot come near you.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 

R. (2a) I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

I will extol you, O LORD, for you drew me clear
 and did not let my enemies rejoice over me.
 O LORD, you brought me up from the netherworld;
 you preserved me from among those going down into the pit.

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

Sing praise to the LORD, you his faithful ones,
 and give thanks to his holy name.
 For his anger lasts but a moment;
 a lifetime, his good will.
 At nightfall, weeping enters in,
 but with the dawn, rejoicing.

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

Hear, O LORD, and have pity on me;
 O LORD, be my helper.
 You changed my mourning into dancing;
 O LORD, my God, forever will I give you thanks.

R. I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

Reading V

Isaiah 55:1-11

Thus says the LORD:
 All you who are thirsty,
 come to the water!
 You who have no money,
 come, receive grain and eat;
 come, without paying and without cost,
 drink wine and milk!
 Why spend your money for what is not bread,
 your wages for what fails to satisfy?
 Heed me, and you shall eat well,
 you shall delight in rich fare.
 Come to me heedfully,
 listen, that you may have life.
 I will renew with you the everlasting covenant,
 the benefits assured to David.
 As I made him a witness to the peoples,
 a leader and commander of nations,
 so shall you summon a nation you knew not,
 and nations that knew you not shall run to you,
 because of the LORD, your God,
 the Holy One of Israel, who has glorified you.

Seek the LORD while he may be found,
 call him while he is near.
 Let the scoundrel forsake his way,
 and the wicked man his thoughts;
 let him turn to the LORD for mercy;
 to our God, who is generous in forgiving.
 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
 nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
 As high as the heavens are above the earth,
 so high are my ways above your ways
 and my thoughts above your thoughts.

For just as from the heavens
 the rain and snow come down
 and do not return there
 till they have watered the earth,
 making it fertile and fruitful,
 giving seed to the one who sows
 and bread to the one who eats,
 so shall my word be
 that goes forth from my mouth;
 my word shall not return to me void,
 but shall do my will,
 achieving the end for which I sent it.

Responsorial Psalm

Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6

R. (3) You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

God indeed is my savior;
 I am confident and unafraid.
 My strength and my courage is the LORD,
 and he has been my savior.
 With joy you will draw water
 at the fountain of salvation.

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

Give thanks to the LORD, acclaim his name;
 among the nations make known his deeds,
 proclaim how exalted is his name.

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

Sing praise to the LORD for his glorious achievement;
 let this be known throughout all the earth.
 Shout with exultation, O city of Zion,
 for great in your midst
 is the Holy One of Israel!

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

Reading VI

Baruch 3:9-15, 32-4:4

Hear, O Israel, the commandments of life:
 listen, and know prudence!
 How is it, Israel,
 that you are in the land of your foes,
 grown old in a foreign land,
 defiled with the dead,
 accounted with those destined for the netherworld?
 You have forsaken the fountain of wisdom!
 Had you walked in the way of God,
 you would have dwelt in enduring peace.
 Learn where prudence is,
 where strength, where understanding;
 that you may know also
 where are length of days, and life,
 where light of the eyes, and peace.
 Who has found the place of wisdom,
 who has entered into her treasuries?

The One who knows all things knows her;
 he has probed her by his knowledge--
 The One who established the earth for all time,
 and filled it with four-footed beasts;
 he who dismisses the light, and it departs,
 calls it, and it obeys him trembling;
 before whom the stars at their posts
 shine and rejoice;
 when he calls them, they answer, "Here we are!"
 shining with joy for their Maker.
 Such is our God;
 no other is to be compared to him:
 he has traced out the whole way of understanding,
 and has given her to Jacob, his servant,
 to Israel, his beloved son.

Since then she has appeared on earth,
 and moved among people.
 She is the book of the precepts of God,
 the law that endures forever;
 all who cling to her will live,
 but those will die who forsake her.
 Turn, O Jacob, and receive her:
 walk by her light toward splendor.
 Give not your glory to another,
 your privileges to an alien race.
 Blessed are we, O Israel;
 for what pleases God is known to us!

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11 

R. (John 6:68c) Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

The law of the LORD is perfect,
 refreshing the soul;
 the decree of the LORD is trustworthy,
 giving wisdom to the simple.

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

The precepts of the LORD are right,
 rejoicing the heart;
 the command of the LORD is clear,
 enlightening the eye.

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

The fear of the LORD is pure,
 enduring forever;
 the ordinances of the LORD are true,
 all of them just.

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

They are more precious than gold,
 than a heap of purest gold;
 sweeter also than syrup
 or honey from the comb.

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

Reading VII

Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28

The word of the LORD came to me, saying:
 Son of man, when the house of Israel lived in their land,
 they defiled it by their conduct and deeds.
 Therefore I poured out my fury upon them
 because of the blood that they poured out on the ground,
 and because they defiled it with idols.
 I scattered them among the nations,
 dispersing them over foreign lands;
 according to their conduct and deeds I judged them.
 But when they came among the nations wherever they came,
 they served to profane my holy name,
 because it was said of them: "These are the people of the LORD,
 yet they had to leave their land."
 So I have relented because of my holy name
 which the house of Israel profaned
 among the nations where they came.
 Therefore say to the house of Israel: Thus says the Lord GOD:
 Not for your sakes do I act, house of Israel,
 but for the sake of my holy name,
 which you profaned among the nations to which you came.
 I will prove the holiness of my great name, profaned among the nations,
 in whose midst you have profaned it.
 Thus the nations shall know that I am the LORD, says the Lord GOD,
 when in their sight I prove my holiness through you.
 For I will take you away from among the nations,
 gather you from all the foreign lands,
 and bring you back to your own land.
 I will sprinkle clean water upon you
 to cleanse you from all your impurities,
 and from all your idols I will cleanse you.
 I will give you a new heart and place a new spirit within you,
 taking from your bodies your stony hearts
 and giving you natural hearts.
 I will put my spirit within you and make you live by my statutes,
 careful to observe my decrees.
 You shall live in the land I gave your fathers;
 you shall be my people, and I will be your God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4

When baptism is celebrated.

R. (42:2) Like a deer that longs for running streams, my soul longs for you, my God.

Athirst is my soul for God, the living God.
 When shall I go and behold the face of God?

R. Like a deer that longs for running streams, my soul longs for you, my God.

I went with the throng
 and led them in procession to the house of God,
 Amid loud cries of joy and thanksgiving,
 with the multitude keeping festival.

R. Like a deer that longs for running streams, my soul longs for you, my God.

Send forth your light and your fidelity;
 they shall lead me on
 And bring me to your holy mountain,
 to your dwelling-place.

R. Like a deer that longs for running streams, my soul longs for you, my God.

Then will I go in to the altar of God,
 the God of my gladness and joy;
 then will I give you thanks upon the harp,
 O God, my God!

R. Like a deer that longs for running streams, my soul longs for you, my God.

Or 
 Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6

When baptism is not celebrated.

R. (3) You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

God indeed is my savior;
 I am confident and unafraid.
 My strength and my courage is the LORD,
 and he has been my savior.
 With joy you will draw water
 at the fountain of salvation.

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

Give thanks to the LORD, acclaim his name;
 among the nations make known his deeds,
 proclaim how exalted is his name.

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

Sing praise to the LORD for his glorious achievement;
 let this be known throughout all the earth.
 Shout with exultation, O city of Zion,
 for great in your midst
 is the Holy One of Israel!

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

or
 Psalm 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19

When baptism is not celebrated 

R. (12a) Create a clean heart in me, O God.

A clean heart create for me, O God,
 and a steadfast spirit renew within me.
 Cast me not out from your presence,
 and your Holy Spirit take not from me.

R. Create a clean heart in me, O God.

Give me back the joy of your salvation,
 and a willing spirit sustain in me.
 I will teach transgressors your ways,
 and sinners shall return to you.

R. Create a clean heart in me, O God.

For you are not pleased with sacrifices;
 should I offer a holocaust, you would not accept it.
 My sacrifice, O God, is a contrite spirit;
 a heart contrite and humbled, O God, you will not spurn.

R. Create a clean heart in me, O God.

Epistle

Romans 6:3-11

Brothers and sisters:
 Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus
 were baptized into his death?
 We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death,
 so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
 by the glory of the Father,
 we too might live in newness of life.

For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his,
 we shall also be united with him in the resurrection.
 We know that our old self was crucified with him,
 so that our sinful body might be done away with,
 that we might no longer be in slavery to sin.
 For a dead person has been absolved from sin.
 If, then, we have died with Christ,
 we believe that we shall also live with him.
 We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more;
 death no longer has power over him.
 As to his death, he died to sin once and for all;
 as to his life, he lives for God.
 Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as being dead to sin
 and living for God in Christ Jesus.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
 for his mercy endures forever.
 Let the house of Israel say,
 “His mercy endures forever.”

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The right hand of the LORD has struck with power;
 the right hand of the LORD is exalted.
 I shall not die, but live,
 and declare the works of the LORD.

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The stone the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone.
 By the LORD has this been done;
 it is wonderful in our eyes.

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 24:1-12

At daybreak on the first day of the week
 the women who had come from Galilee with Jesus
 took the spices they had prepared
 and went to the tomb.
 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb;
 but when they entered,
 they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.
 While they were puzzling over this, behold,
 two men in dazzling garments appeared to them.
 They were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground.
 They said to them,
 "Why do you seek the living one among the dead?
 He is not here, but he has been raised.
 Remember what he said to you while he was still in Galilee,
 that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners
 and be crucified, and rise on the third day."
 And they remembered his words.
 Then they returned from the tomb
 and announced all these things to the eleven
 and to all the others.
 The women were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James;
 the others who accompanied them also told this to the apostles,
 but their story seemed like nonsense
 and they did not believe them.
 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb,
 bent down, and saw the burial cloths alone;
 then he went home amazed at what had happened.

Reflection
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Saturday (April 19):  They Laid Him in a Rock-Hewn TombMeditation: Jesus not only died for our sins (1 Corinthians 15:3); he also, by the grace of God, tasted death for every one (Hebrews 2:9). It was a real death that put an end to his earthly human existence. Jesus died in mid afternoon and the Sabbath began at 6:00 pm. Since the Jewish law permitted no work on the Sabbath, the body had to be buried quickly. Someone brave enough would have to get permission from the Roman authorities to take the body and bury it. The bodies of executed criminals were usually left unburied as carrion (dead flesh) for the vultures and dogs. Jesus was spared this indignity through the gracious intervention of Joseph of Arimethea.

Isaiah foretold that the Messiah would be buried in a rich man's tomb - but no tomb could contain him for long
Who was this admirer and secret disciple of Jesus? Luke tells us that Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin, the supreme Jewish council that condemned Jesus. We are told that he did not agree with their verdict. He was either absent from their meeting or silent when they tried Jesus. What kind of man was Joseph? Luke tells us that he was "good and righteous" and "looking for the kingdom of God". Although he did not stand up for Jesus at his trial, he nonetheless, sought to honor him in his death by giving him a proper burial. This was to fulfill what the prophet Isaiah had foretold: "He was cut off out of the land of the living ..and they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth" (Isaiah 53:8-9).

The power of God kept Jesus' body from corruption so he could rise victorious on the third day
In the Book of Revelation, the Lord Jesus speaks: "Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one: I died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades" (Revelation 1:17-18). No tomb in the world could contain the Lord Jesus for long. His death on the cross purchased our redemption and his triumph over the grave on Easter morning defeated death. What preserved the Lord Jesus from corruption? He was kept from decay and he rose from the dead by divine power. "My flesh will dwell in hope. For you will not let your Holy One see corruption" (Psalm 16:9-10). The mystery of Christ's lying in the tomb on the sabbath reveals the great sabbath rest of God after the fulfillment of our salvation which brings peace to the whole world (Colossians 1:18-20). Is your hope in this life only, or is it well founded in the resurrection of Christ and his promise that those who believe in him will live forever?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you died that I might live forever in your kingdom of peace and righteousness. Strengthen my faith that I may I know the power of your resurrection and live in the hope of seeing you face to face for ever.



This reflection is courtesy of Don Schwager, whose website is located at: http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
  


April 20, 2025

The Resurrection of the Lord

The Mass of Easter Day

Reading 1

Acts 10:34a, 37-43

Peter proceeded to speak and said:
 “You know what has happened all over Judea,
 beginning in Galilee after the baptism
 that John preached,
 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
 with the Holy Spirit and power.
 He went about doing good
 and healing all those oppressed by the devil,
 for God was with him.
 We are witnesses of all that he did
 both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.
 They put him to death by hanging him on a tree.
 This man God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible,
 not to all the people, but to us,
 the witnesses chosen by God in advance,
 who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
 He commissioned us to preach to the people
 and testify that he is the one appointed by God
 as judge of the living and the dead.
 To him all the prophets bear witness,
 that everyone who believes in him
 will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23

R. (24) This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
 for his mercy endures forever.
 Let the house of Israel say,
 “His mercy endures forever.”

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

“The right hand of the LORD has struck with power;
 the right hand of the LORD is exalted.
 I shall not die, but live,
 and declare the works of the LORD.”

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

The stone which the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone.
 By the LORD has this been done;
 it is wonderful in our eyes.

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
 or:
 R. Alleluia.

Reading 2

Colossians 3:1-4

Brothers and sisters:
 If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above,
 where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
 Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.
 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
 When Christ your life appears,
 then you too will appear with him in glory.

Or
 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8

Brothers and sisters:
 Do you not know that a little yeast leavens all the dough?
 Clear out the old yeast,
 so that you may become a fresh batch of dough,
 inasmuch as you are unleavened.
 For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed.
 Therefore, let us celebrate the feast,
 not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness,
 but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Sequence - Victimæ paschali laudes
 Christians, to the Paschal Victim
 Offer your thankful praises!
 A Lamb the sheep redeems;
 Christ, who only is sinless,
 Reconciles sinners to the Father.
 Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous:
 The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal.
 Speak, Mary, declaring
 What you saw, wayfaring.
 “The tomb of Christ, who is living,
 The glory of Jesus’ resurrection;
 bright angels attesting,
 The shroud and napkin resting.
 Yes, Christ my hope is arisen;
 to Galilee he goes before you.”
 Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining.
 Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!
 Amen. Alleluia.

Alleluia

cf. 1 Corinthians 5:7

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed;
 let us then feast with joy in the Lord.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

John 20:1-9

On the first day of the week,
 Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning,
 while it was still dark,
 and saw the stone removed from the tomb.
 So she ran and went to Simon Peter
 and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them,
 “They have taken the Lord from the tomb,
 and we don’t know where they put him.”
 So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb.
 They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter
 and arrived at the tomb first;
 he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in.
 When Simon Peter arrived after him,
 he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there,
 and the cloth that had covered his head,
 not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place.
 Then the other disciple also went in,
 the one who had arrived at the tomb first,
 and he saw and believed.
 For they did not yet understand the Scripture
 that he had to rise from the dead.


Reflection
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Easter Sunday 

 
 Note: Where a Scripture text is underlined in the body of this discussion, it is recommended that the reader look up and read that passage. 

 

1st Reading - Acts 10:34a, 37-43


 Assuming that Jesus’ crucifixion occurred in A.D. 30, Paul (Saul) was converted in A.D. 33 and came to Jerusalem from his preaching in Damascus around A.D. 36. If the Acts of the Apostles is arranged in chronological order, today’s event occurs after Paul’s meeting with Peter in Jerusalem. What we hear of today is the inauguration of the mission to the Gentiles. Cornelius, a Roman centurion of the Italian Regiment, has had a vision and in this vision an angel has told him to send to Joppa (Jaffa) and summon a man named Simon who is called Peter. About noon the following day, Peter also had a vision in which he saw heaven opened and all kinds of animals which he is told to kill and eat. Peter replies “Surely not, Lord! I have never eaten anything impure or unclean” so we can assume that the animals were considered by the Jews to be ritually unclean and therefore forbidden. The voice in Peter’s vision says “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” This vision occurs three times and leaves Peter wondering what it means when Cornelius’ emissaries arrive. Peter accompanies the emissaries back to Cornelius and once Cornelius recounts his vision, Peter realizes the meaning of his own vision, saying “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.” Cornelius has been expecting Peter and has called together is relatives and close friends; there is quite a crowd gathered. 
  
 34a Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, [“You know] 
  
 Peter presumes that these gentiles have heard the message of Christ; a message which he will repeat as his teaching. Some commentaries presuppose that “the people” do not know this story and that the comment “you know” (actually contained in verse 36) is addressed to the Christian reader of Acts; a presupposition which is unwarranted in my opinion. 
  
 37 what has happened all over Judea,  
  
 Judea is controlled by the Romans and all the goings-on there are familiar to the centurion. 
  
 beginning in Galilee  
  
 This is the same formula used by the Sanhedrin when they accused Jesus in front of Pilate (Luke 23:5). 
  
 after the baptism that John preached, 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power.  
  
 See Luke 3:21-23.  
  
 He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and (in) Jerusalem.  
  
 All the way from Galilee to Jerusalem. 
  
 They put him to death by hanging him on a tree.  
  
 A figurative expression for crucifixion. Deuteronomy 21:23 says that anyone who is hanged on a tree is cursed by God. Jesus bore the curse of the covenant for us because we were unable to offer the perfect sacrifice which would atone for the sins of the people. 
  
 40 This man God raised  
  
 The resurrection is ascribed to the Father. 
  
 (on) the third day  
  
 The number three in Hebrew numerology is the number of completion. The world was formed in the first three days of creation and filled in the second three days of that same creation event (Genesis 1). Isaac was restored to life (resurrected) in the eyes of Abraham on the third day when God stopped the sacrifice and substituted a ram instead (Genesis 22:2-12). 
  
 and granted that he be visible, 41 not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, 
  
 The witnesses to the resurrection were not indiscriminate or accidental. 
  
 who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  
  
 A true resurrection, a ghost does not eat and drink. 
  
 42    He commissioned us  
  
 Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:18-20. 
  
 to preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as 
  
 Up until this time, the actions of the Apostles have been restricted to the Jews; now Peter is addressing Gentiles for the first time. 
  
 judge of the living and the dead.   
  
 This role of Jesus is presented again in Acts 17:31. This role will be exercised by the Risen Jesus, precisely as “the Christ”. 
  
 43    To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in him  
  
 Belief is more than just acceptance, it is total commitment; not to a concept, but to Jesus Himself.  
  
 will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
  
