Liturgical Leaflet for an Active Participation in the Celebration of the Eucharist

where we learn to love and care.

Unfortunately, in our days, in far too many cases, the dream of a
happy and faithful family has been shattered by selfishness, jealousy,
pride, irresponsibility . . ..

Our celebration of the Feast of the Holy Family reproposes to
all of us both the attractiveness of the dream of a united and happy
family and the means to make it a reality by living out the message of
God’s Word. May the example of Mary Most Holy, Joseph and Jesus
and the teaching of St. Paul be our inspiration in making our families

ur family is our “little world” — the place where we feel at
home. It is the environment where we first feel loved and

what we dream of and what God wants them to be.
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INTRODUGCTORY
RITES

Entrance Antiphon
(To be recited only when no Entrance
Hymn is sung.)

The shepherds went in
haste, and found Mary and
Joseph and the Infant lying in
a manger. (Lk 2:16)

Greeting

P —Grace and peace from
God our Father, the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the Holy Spirit be
with you.

All-And with your spirit.

Penitential Act

P —Coming together as God’s
family, with confidence let us
ask his forgiveness, especially
for the sins against the members

of our own family. (Pause)

P —Lord Jesus, forgive our lack
of patience, respect and
care toward the other mem-
bers of our family. Lord,
have mercy.

All-Lord, have mercy.

P —Lord Jesus, forgive our
neglecting to pray together
with the other members of
our family. Christ, have
mercy.

All-Christ, have mercy.

P —Lord Jesus, forgive our lack
of concern for the welfare
and the peace of the greater
family that is our parish.
Lord, have mercy.

All-Lord, have mercy.

P —May almighty God have
mercy on us, forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All-Amen.
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Gloria

All-Glory to God in the high-
est, and on earth peace to people
of good will. We praise you,
we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you
thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O
God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Be-
gotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, you take
away the sins of the world, have
mercy on us; you take away the
sins of the world, receive our
prayer; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us. For you alone are
the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most
High, Jesus Christ, with the
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God
the Father. Amen.
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Collect (Opening Prayer)

P -0 God, who were pleased
to give us the shining example
of the Holy Family, graciously
grant that we may imitate them
in practicing the virtues of fam-
ily life and in the bonds of char-
ity, and so, in the joy of your
house, delight one day in eternal
rewards.

Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and
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All-Amen.

1st Reading Sir 3:2-6, 12-14
The respectful attitude of the
children toward their parents is
an important factor in building
up a happy family. Such is the
truth inculcated by the pious au-
thor Ben Sirach in today’s First
Reading.

R — A reading from the Book of
Sirach

LITURGY OF

God sets a father in honor
over his children; a mother’s
authority he confirms over her
sons.

Whoever honors his father
atones for sins, and preserves
himself from them. When he
prays, he is heard; he stores up
riches who reveres his mother.

Whoever honors his father
is gladdened by children, and,
when he prays, is heard.

Whoever reveres his fa-
ther will live a long life; he who
obeys his father brings comfort
to his mother.

My son, take care of your
father when he is old; grieve
him not as long as he lives.

Even if his mind fail, be
considerate toward him; revile
him not all the days of his life.
Kindness to a father will not
be forgotten, firmly planted
against the debt of your sins —a
house raised in justice to you.

The Word of the Lord.
All-Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 128: 1-2, 3, 4-5

R —Blessed are those who fear
the Lord and walk in his ways.
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Lord and walk in  his ways!

*  Blessed is everyone who
fears the Lord, who walks in
his ways! For you shall eat
the fruit of your handiwork;
blessed shall you be, and fa-
vored. R.

*  Your wife shall be like a
fruitful vine in the recesses
of your home; your children
like olive plants around your
table. R.

*  Behold, thus is the man
blessed who fears the Lord.
The Lord bless you from Zion:
may you see the prosperity of
Jerusalem all the days of your
life.

2nd Reading Col 3:12-21
Love, mutual respect and con-
cern should be among the special
traits of every Christian family.
Such is the challenging message
of St. Paul to the believers of all
times.

R —A reading from the Letter
of Paul to the Colossians

Brothers and sisters:

Put on, as God’s chosen
ones, holy and beloved, heart-
felt compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness, and pa-
tience, bearing with one anoth-
er and forgiving one another,
if one has a grievance against
another. As the Lord has for-
given you, so must you also do.
And over all these, put on love,
that is, the bond of perfection.

And let the peace of Christ
control your hearts, the peace
into which you were also called
in one body. And be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly, as in all wisdom you
teach and admonish one an-

other, singing psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs with grati-
tude in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do, in word
or in deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giv-
ing thanks to God the Father
through him.

Wives, be subordinate to
your husbands, as is proper in
the Lord.

Husbands, love your wives,
and avoid any bitterness to-
ward them. Children, obey
your parents in everything,
for this is pleasing to the Lord.

Fathers, do not provoke
your children, so they may not
become discouraged.

The Word of the Lord.
All-Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Col 3:15a, 16a

All — Alleluia, Alleluia.
Let the peace of Christ
control your hearts; let
the word of Christ dwell
in you richly.
Alleluia, Alleluia.

Gospel Mt 2:13-15,19-23
Hardships can test even the best
of families. Trust in God and
obedience to His law and plans
are the source of their endurance
and strength. Such is the mes-
sage coming to us from the vicis-
situdes of the Holy Family which
experienced persecution and the
hardship of being refugees in a
foreign land.

P -The Lord be with you.

All-And with your spirit.

P —A reading from the holy
Gospel according to Mat-
thew

All-Glory to you, O Lord.

When the magi had de-
parted, behold, the angel of the
Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, “Rise, take
the child and his mother, flee
to Egypt, and stay there until
I tell you. Herod is going to
search for the child to destroy
him.” Joseph rose and took the
child and his mother by night
and departed for Egypt. He
stayed there until the death of
Herod, that what the Lord had
said through the prophet might
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be fulfilled, “Out of Egypt I
called my son.”

When Herod had died,
behold, the angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph
in Egypt and said, “Rise, take
the child and his mother and go
to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life
are dead.” Joseph rose, took
the child and his mother, and
went to the land of Israel. But
when he heard that Archelaus
was ruling over Judea in place
of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go back there. And
because he had been warned
in a dream, he departed for the
region of Galilee. He went and
dwelt in a town called Naza-
reth, so that what had been
spoken through the prophets
might be fulfilled, “He shall be
called a Nazorean.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
All-Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ.

Homily

Profession of Faith
(Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed)

All-1 believe in one God, the Fa-
ther almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus
Christ, the Only Begotten Son
of God, born of the Father be-
fore all ages. God from God,
Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were
made. For us men and for our
salvation he came down from
heaven, (bow)* and by the Holy
Spirit was incarnate of the Vir-
gin Mary, and became man.*
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate, he suf-
fered death and was buried, and
rose again on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the
dead and his kingdom will have
no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father

and the Son is adored and glori-
fied, who has spoken through
the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, cath-
olic and apostolic Church. I
confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and I look
forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful

P —With confidence in the
Lord who made us members of
a Christian family and of the
Church, let us pray in a special
manner for all families in the
world as we say:

All-Lord, make us one family.

C —For the great family of the
Church: may its leaders and
members enjoy the protection of
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. Let us
pray. R.

C —For the immense family of
humankind: may the peoples of
all races and cultures learn to
live in mutual respect and broth-
erly solidarity. Letus pray. R.

C —For all the Filipino families:
may their Christian faith and the
support of the whole community
keep them united and in perfect
harmony. Let us pray. R.

C —For the families of emi-
grants: may their members al-
ways treasure the values of faith,
unity and religious faithfulness,
in spite of the physical separa-
tion. Let us pray. R.

P —Lord God, bless all families
throughout the world. Bring all
the members of every family
closer to You and to one another,
and keep them in Your peace and
love. Through Christ our Lord.

All-Amen.

Preparation of the Gifts

LITURGY OF
THE EUCHARIST

P —Pray, brethren. ..
All-May the Lord accept the
sacrifice at your hands, for the
praise and glory of his name,
for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

Prayer over the Offerings

P —We offer you, Lord, the sac-
rifice of conciliation, humbly
asking that, through the inter-
cession of the Virgin Mother of
God and Saint Joseph, you may
establish our families firmly in
your grace and your peace.
Through Christ our Lord.

All-Amen.

Preface of Christmas I1

P —The Lord be with you.

All-And with your spirit.

P —Liftup your hearts.

All-Wellift them up to the Lord.

P —Let us give thanks to the
Lord our God.

All-Tt is right and just.

P —ltis truly right and just, our

duty and our salvation, always

and everywhere to give you

thanks, Lord, holy Father, al-

mighty and eternal God, through

Christ our Lord.

For on the feast of this awe-
filled mystery, though invisible
in his own divine nature, he has
appeared visibly in ours; and
begotten before all ages, he has
begun to exist in time; so that,
raising up in himself all that was
cast down, he might restore unity
to all creation and call straying
humanity back to the heavenly
Kingdom.

And so, with all the Angels,

we praise you, as in joyful cel-
ebration we acclaim:
All—Holy, holy, holy Lord, God
of hosts. Heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in
the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna
in the highest.

Memorial Acclamation

P —The mystery of faith.
All-Save us, Savior of the
world, for by your Cross and
Resurrection you have set us
free.

GOMMUNION
RITE

All-Our Father . ..

P —Deliverus, Lord. ..

All-For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are
yours, now and for ever.

Feast of the Holy Family (A)



Sign of Peace

Breaking of the Bread

All—Lamb of God, you take
away the sins of the world: have
mercy on us. (2x)

Lamb of God, you take
away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.

Communion

P —This is the Lord Jesus, who
chose to become a member of a
human family. He is the Lamb
of God who takes away the sins
of the world. Blessed are those
called to his supper.

All-Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under
my roof, but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

Communion Antiphon
(To be recited only when no Com-
munion Hymn is sung.)
Our God has appeared on
the earth, and lived among us.
(Bar 3:38)

Prayer after Communion

P —Bring those you refresh with
this heavenly Sacrament, most
merciful Father, to imitate con-
stantly the example of the Holy
Family, so that, after the trials
of this world, we may share their
company for ever.
Through Christ our Lord.

All-Amen.

P —The Lord be with you.
All-And with your spirit.

P —Bow down for the blessing.
(Pause)

—May the Lord of all love
keep your families united in
peace and mutual service.

All-Amen.

P —May he enable you to sup-
port one another, especially
in moments of trial.

All-Amen.

P —May he give you and all the

All—Amen.
P —May almighty God bless

Son, and the Holy Spirit.
All-Amen.

P —Go in peace to love and
serve the Lord, especially
in the members of your own
family.

All-Thanks be to God.

members of your family
good health, financial sta-
bility, and holiness of life.

you: the Father, and the
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The Holy Family: A Model of Love and Faith

by Jess P. Balon

he family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph lived an

ordinary life in Nazareth. They worked hard,
faced poverty, rejection, and suffering, yet re-
mained united through love, patience, and trust in
God. What made them extraordinary was not com-
fort or status, but their deep love for one another,
rooted in their love for God.

God was the center of their home — their
strength, their peace, and their guiding light.
Because they lived in His presence, their family
radiated faith, humility, and compassion.

Many families today struggle to keep that same
unity. Conflicts, jealousy, and selfishness often
take the place of understanding and forgiveness.
Too often, God is no longer part of family life —
prayer forgotten, faith neglected, and relation-
ships weakened.

Yet, there is always hope. Families that turn to
God, pray together, and renew their love daily find
healing and peace. When a family prays, listens to
God’s Word, and forgives one another, it becomes
a true “little Church” — a home where God dwells
and love endures.

The Holy Family reminds us that holiness is found
in everyday faithfulness — in patience, kindness,
and mutual care. Their example encourages us
to make our homes places of peace, respect, and
love — reflections of God’s own presence.

To honor the Holy Family is to strive to make our
families like theirs: simple, faithful, united, and
centered on God.
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